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CONSTANCY OF
"M BEGIN %65,

A careful reading of some of the | Begin's leadership is a single-minded
Prime Minister's earlier writings and | constancy of purpose an absolute in-
speeches suggests to MEIR | ner certitude in his own rightness.

MERHAYV that the mark of Mr.

NO MORE THAN a tenth of today's
three milifon Iaraells were 14 to 48
years old in 1944-48, when Menahem
Begin led the Irgun‘s revolt againat
the British. Even then, only & few
were aware of ita significance;

fewer still knew the beliets and prin-’

ciples, the basic vaiues and the
political concepts which guided it.
No more than a handful of close
ssscclates knew Monahem Begin
himaselt.

Time has dimmed the memory of
those who knew and understood. For
the rest, Begin was firat the leader of
the dissident underground which, at
best, had a secondary role in lsrael’s
re~-scence, and, ascondly, the
e of a futile opposition whose
i oratory merited little more
than small-type reporting.

A3 a leader 1o less than as a per-
son, he has remained an enigma for
most people. No wonder, theretore,
that they measure him by the
yardstickas they applied to the kind of
leader which they knew — the polit!-
cf whose principles yleld to ox-
pt £y, or even the statesman who
ultimately bends to reality in the
recognition that compromise may be
the only way to pursue his long-term
purpose.

No surprise, then, that each new
statement of Mr. Begin's is taken as
an adroit tactical move rather than
as a declaration of principle, each
political act as a clever feint rather
than as a purposeful thrust.

Many of those who disagree with
Mr. Begin's declared alms mute
their opposition either because they
believe that, if nothing else, the
sheor weight of responsibility will
wake e poospt that which he has
no power to change, or that hia
colleagues In the cabinet and his
partners in the coalition will
moderate his positions. No harm will
therefore come — 80 they belleve —
from Mr. Begin's probing for the
limits of his power.

Nothing could be more erroneous;
nothing could be more indicative of
ignorance of the unswerving con-
stancy with which Mr. Begin has
heid the same positions, In practical-
ly t»= same words, and for nearly the
L 1 ‘easons, on almoat the same
pu. . issues, over a period of 30
years; and nothing could show more
clearly how little the sources and
quality of Mr. Begin's leadership are
understood.

The leaderahlp la genuine.
However, it derives not from Iin-
tell~~tual stature or profundity of
th *, but from constancy of pur-
po.  single-minded determination,
& sense of mission and an absolute
inner certitude of being right and in
the right, which have characterized
him throughout. This is why it ia

Begin and no one else who makes
toreign policy in the present Govern-
ment.

MR. BEGIN'S steadfastneas can be
{llustrated even with respect to
secondary issues. Thus, he spoke
recently of the need to give the Preai-
dent more real authority. In the
Kneaset debate of February 18, 1949,
he opposed the government'as bill
that defined the President’'s authori-
ty and proposed to give him a limited
power of legisiative veto.

In the aame debate, Mr. Begin
argued in favour of a functional
government composed of eight
ministries. The number of ministries
should not be msubject to con-
siderations of party politice, he said.
He also demanded that it he es-
tablished by law that the seat of
‘overnment would be In Jerusalem,
Irrespective of the practical con-
straints that existed at the time, For,
as he said on June 13, 1949, “not
every political declaration is a

declamation. There are statements
which are politiosl acts.”

But these are minor matters.
When it comes tothe central issue of
our time, My. Begin made his most
important statements in the Knesset
debate cn the Rhodes armistice
agreements in April, 1949, and in the
foreign policy debate In June, 1949,

To put those statements into
perapective, here in a paragraph
from Mr. Begin's forswourd to the
1972 edition of his'vook, The Revolt,
in which he quotea his radio broad-
cast of May 16, 1948:

‘“The homeland is historically and
geographically ar entity. Whoever
talls to recognizeour right to the en-
tire homeland, does not recognize
our right to any of its territories. We
shall never yleld our natural and
eternal right...When the day arrives,
we shall materialize it..."

On April 4, 1949, Mr. Begin called
for a vote of no confidence in Ben-
Gurlon's government, for having
signed an armistice with, and
thereby  recognizing, the Haghemite
Kingdom of Jordan, and thus giving
up to its king, “the slave of the
British," *‘a vastarea in the western
part of the homeland.” Referring to
the mutual defence treaty between
Britain and Abdullah, and heaping
scorn on the government, Mr. Begin
sald:

‘*‘We have achieved nothing
through peaceful ways. You, who sit
on the green chairs, have deluded
yourselves into believing that if you
agree to the partition of Eretz larael,
you wiii get th: State of Israei
peacefully...Is {t also written there
{in the UN pr n-plan — M.M.]
that the British will have their guns
poeitioned at the same distance
where they will be according to this
agreement?’ And turning to the
Religious Front members in the
House, he nald:

“Gentlemen, I want to ask you on
your conacience...how did your hand
not tremble...{when you signed] a
plan which impliea...abandoning the
Jordan...to the enemy...[and glving]
official recognition to the rule of Ab-
dullah over the 0Old City in
Jerusalem?"’

BUT NOT ONLY Mr. Begin has
remained constant. In the genera-
tion that has gone by since he said
these things, there have been vast
changes in larael's reality, within
and without. Yet the basic dllemmas
have remained the same, and so
have the conflicting anawers to the
problems. Note, for example, Ben-
Gurion's reply in that debate to his
opponents, whe then also included
Mapam:

‘A Jewish state in exiating reality,
even only in western Ereiz lsrael
[that is, without Transjordan —
M.M.] is impossible if it is to be
democratic, for the Arabs in western
Fretz Iarael outnumber the
Jews...Do you want to have, in
1949...a Jewlah state in the whole of
Eretz Israel and...(shouid] we drive
out the Arabs [to accomplish this],
or do you want tohavedemocracy in
that atate? How then will it be a
Jewish state? We want a Jewlish
state, even if it ia not in the whole of
the country...'

The minor changes that have to be
made to restate this argument in
terms of our own times are obviotia.
Of courae Mr. Begin never accepted,
and does not accept today, the
premisses, the analysia and the
policy conclusions of his opponents.
In The Revoll he encapsulatea his at-
titude towards the Arabs:

**Partition will not ensure peace in
our country. From the Arabs’ point
of view there are two possibllities
only: either they will want, and be
able, to rise in arms against Jewish
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they will fight even against a parti-
tion state. In, the second case they
would not fight ugalnst Jewish rule
even in the whole country.’

And in the forcign policy'debate of
June 15, 1949, Boglhif said: *... Pecace
does not depemn! on ‘signing peace
treaties, Peace between us and the
Arab Btates depends mainly, and
perhaps only, on tne militery,
economic, terrtiorial and strategic

rule, or they will rot. In the first case 7

years. The plan pays tuilion no matter how much

MOVING/CHANGING YOU
1ADDRESS- THEN PLEAS
WRITE AND TELL US O
THE AIRMAIL WRAPPER
JoF THE PAPER - IT'S
1A GREAT HELP.

THE JERUSALEM POST,
110 EAST 59 STREET,
NEW YORK, 10022.

FREE TUITION
IN ISRAEL

For 1 or 2 years at any one ol 140 Universiues,
Technical Schools & Yeshivas in Israel. Fully
accredited programs for Jumor Year & Graduate
study. This program is a savings plan to help
cover living expenses. The money deposited
earms 5% interest. A minimum enroiiment of 2
years is required before being ehgible for free-
tuition study in Israel. Benehts are good for 12

the costs might be in the Juture. Tremendous | |
savings. Contact now for benehts starting
1979-1989.

Tha Gift of Education
Dept. J Suite 710
10 Rockateller Plaza
New York, New York 10020
212-541-7568

power relations which will be set up

between us and them."

He acorns Bea-Gurion’s choice
between democracy and Jewishness,
and simply denies the relevance of
the demographic facts: *‘We — a
minority in Eretz Yisrael? It we
accept that assumption, then there
are many parts of Eretz Israel which
should not have been included In her
boundaries...8uch an argument cuts
the ground from under everything on
which we based...our link with the
homeland."” -

For Mr. Begin, nationhood,
soverelgnty, the very existence of a
nation are not a matter of mere em-
pirical fact. They are the reflection
of ideas, of the ‘‘supremacy of moral
forces,”' of historical rights, of
sacred falth, of legal claim and,
above all, of the proof of fire and
steel. A nalion exists insofar as it is
willing and able to fight for its ex-
istence. “We fight, therefore we
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THAT LESSON ls the result of the
forces which aphaped Begin's world-
view and, in perticular, his concep-
tion of Zjonism.

Mr. Begin's ci'look is that of the
Polish Jew whom antl-Semitiam,
powerful enougn to hurt and too
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weak to grush his pride, goaded into

~

Zionist rebellion. It is that of the
generation which saw the lofty ideals
of a Woodrow Wilson and a Tomas
Masaryk go up In the flames of
World War I1. The collapae of that
world left him with a Treblinka com-
plex. The world is against us, at best
indifferent. Our very existence !s
constantly in danger.

Many Israclis share this
catastrophistic conception of
Zionlam, but Mr. Begin is its
epitome. In Tho Revolt he says:
**Just as ‘the wo: ld' does not pity the
thousands of cattle led to the
slaughter-pens ir, the Chicago abat-
toirs, equally it did not pity...the tens
of thousands of human beings taken
llke sheep in "replinka. The world
does not pity the alaughtered. It only
respects those who fight.'’

Nothing has clianged in that at-
titude, which also explains how he
viewa the Palestinlans. They — in-
deed the Arabs in general and the
PLO in particular — are out to
destroy Israel. They are Hitler in a
new guise. The PLLO's Covenant is a
new Mein Kamp/: Nothing they say
or do can perauace Begin that they
want peace. And nothing that we can
offer them will do away with that
eternal enmity. Tre only answer to|
‘anyone out to uxterminate the
Jewish people {8 resistance. Only

“'-----"‘
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those who tight can expect to es-
tablish and maintein their rights.

And the right of the Jewlish people
to Eretz Yiarael {3 not only an ab-
solute moral and hiistorical right, it
{s also grounded in jnternational law
— and it i3 exclusive. Today, it also
includes the right of poasession
which, to the jurist, is nine-tenths ot
the law.

ON TOP OF all this, Mr. Begin, the
leader of the Irgun, cannot but hoid
the PLO in utter contempt. The
record of the revolt heled — a record
lgnored by contemyorary history —
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