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THl!~ PRIME MINISTER extended a W8.r:rn welcome 

to the French Representatives. 

M. CORBIN said that he had received news ,. 

from rv[o Heynaud the prev'iouB evening that MQ Coulond.ce 

and General Mittelhauser were proceeding to stockholm 

on a Mission to the Swedish Government. The Mission 

had boen instructed to consult with His Majesty's 

Government on their way to stoclr..holm •. 

M. COULO:J\TDRE said that some 36 hours 

proviously M. Reynaud had ,seen the Swedish Minister in 
e 

Paris Dnd had warnod him of' the possible implications 

for Sweden of the, latest developments in Norway. They 
.".i- ~ 

might consti tute tIle gravest threat 'to Sweden 0 El 

independenco® MQ Roynaud had told the Swedish Minister 

that the Prench Government were prepared at once and 'r 
... 

unreservedly to extend to Swedon an assurance of 

French support1 in the event of Sweden!s independence 

being threatenedo 

M.. Coulondre said t.hat; the message whiCh 

General Mittelhauser and he wore charged to convey to 
\ 

-'the"" Swedish Prime 'Minister was to the same effect as 

MQ RoynaudVs s'tatement to the Swedish Minister in Paris. 

The "situation J:"'Gquirod that the SVifedish Gover'llmcflt 

Elhould make their military dispositions without delay; 

hence the urgent neod ~f'or the French declm,"llation to 

be in the hands of the Swedish Prime Minister at the 

oarliest 'oossl bIe moment. • . , 
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211,1 
~:'l. It was also a,n instruction to the Mission to 

sa;St to 1.:,110 Svioc11sh GO'lrer:nmen:t, tha t ~ in "the Yiew of the 

French. Gmrcrn.r;lent p the iron 01"'0 mines at Gali vare 

corw ti tu tcd "Ghc main terl1pta tiol1 to Germany .. They vrere 

:lndeeCl vital to GOl"xnany :f'CH" her prosecution of the war" .. 

It vas to be apprehended that as soon as the thaw set 

in Germany "ulfould send. an expedi t:i.on to Lulo8.
4 If' that 

eXIJccUti.on 'I;;rer(~ to rrk'lke itself master of the Gal:l.YBl"e 

orG deposits, the hopes of Sweden regaining control of 

tho:';c d.o TJOEl 1 ts., 1n Url,! ~Col"elSeea'ble future would be sliQ'ht 
- <I -v . , '--' • 

GeJC"m.any wou.ld go to all length.s to r'eta1n 8, permanent 

lien on Ga1i"lral>o~ l?or reason the Gul1vare 

81 tuation YlaS of ';·~·:~:al ::.:n:portanco to Svmden herself' aB 

say tha.t he had been 

~ instructed. to offe:p a firm assurance to the Swedish 

I 

M~ Coulbndre ()11 

I 
GoV'Crl1..1110td:; on behalf of the Pr'ench Goyernmen.J'c that theiZ' 

country~ 8 neutral1 ty v1ould. bo respected.", The Mission 

'l'l()uld then say that; on the assumption that the Swedes 

invl tea the U.r.dtecl. 10.ngdom and Prance to go to their 

assistD.nce~ some time mu.st; necessarily elapse bef'ore the 
-, \ 

'aotual orr;lYEJ.l 'of' any Bri .8h 01'" FI'ench t:c'oops. In 

the mesntirno the Swedtsh GCl\Tc:l:nment themselves wou.ld 

have. to hold the pos::Ltlon; tn.acti vi ty on theiZ" part might, 

be fatal? since El Ge:PrD.an attel'npt was to "be an1~icip8.tei 

1:-'18 soon as the thaw' cOJnc: ::l.n the Gulf of Bothn.:ta" Swed.en 

ought at O1'}CO Bct on :root all necessary military 

pl'G]!arati.ons inclu,ding the manning of all hex' strat.eglc. 

poin.tDp espec 
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visit to London were to sey to His Majesty's 

GovernnK.'11t that if the Ml::i on to Stockholm waG to 

succeed, it was essential that should exp2"'8sS 

M. Reynaud hoped 

BrltiB~l representati17Gs to t:ne Mission, BO that. i""1J 

could continue :L'ts journey to Stocl.{holm as an 

Inter-Allied bod.:i" 

H.eynaud had also sal.CL that he 

alive to the importance of FrenC'::l part.icipation in 

the opcrnt:l.on wh:i.<:..~h the British Gov8rnmenJe were now 

undertaking in Norvnw" The French wi~ld play their 

part f'ully, and· their E~~pedi tionary F'orce would ~b e 

MR. GE.AM~:;;H.UIN naid that 5. t was hm'dl;y 

necessary to cnJ.1)ha';3iBQ that, the BI:ltish Government 

:C'ul1y R1?IY,':"Gclatecl the importance of giving S'iNed.en 

aS8urnnC8S Guff:Lcient to stiffen her attitude €'.nc1 to 

help .her J?l"Gscrve her independence. The French 

Govel"'rrmen't~ had 'been w:Lse in selecting two 

dj, Gt.:lngt.l:1~hed repre sentat :1:\I'8S\ to make this cleaT" to 

a.m.~c;.~ll ~f:·~~~n·o1',. ~ H ..... _ J .... 1:" :~ J.. 11,:::11.,) ~. o,-A,,~~.;' G> 

'. 

be '.lS G:ful t however ~ to cO:r1s:l.del" 

tnation 1 
\, 

examlne how :Lt was likely to develop. 

Sv,'edisl1 react;lon to Allied asenlranc:es 'i11ould dC"J.btless 

be to ask wl1at; form 1:;he lIl'O er:;;d ass:Lstance would 

t8.ke~ strongth of those 

attack. u~Oon her" fA" GO'01lonc1r'e had. expr essed hi 8 
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That~ however, wou.ld not hapj.ien for' another month. 

"\v~~X"e mOY'0 likely before then to demand f'roytl Sweden 

f:ree use of her ro.:llwayLi ~ which 0.150 }~!'ovided 

aeCf;"SS t.o the North; such n demand would be even 

n1.0l"O lnC01~r if t.he Germans hiJ.d reason to suppose that 

the Allies were intending to secure the oref1elds 0 

Allied assistance to Sweden, he pointed out that, 

una.er' th*~ origi.nal plO:rl w a co~nBiderable fo:['(~e was to 

et the SwecJ..Gs tn hald:i.ng a line 

of the country ~ "thts fo:>."ce be 1ng landed 

prospect of a change in this respect, since all the 

effOl~ts of the B,pi1"ish :t'orce were now being concentra-

t,ed (on the recapt,tlre of Narvil'l:~ and it could not be 

said how long this would tcl{D~ There Y{SB no dou'bt~ 

indu.ccd to send forces (');rerll',m.d -Go assist; the Allies 

o:t !'l'ar1,r1k1, then t~he.t port nright be recaptured very 

7.f' tl1.e. t 

force was still in posit 

SNO

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistore, 2014 
 



If the Swedish Govcrmncnt, therefore. feared an earli 

Gormnn. move tovmrds tl1.c North of the countr'y, they 

could not do better than decide at any rate to defend 

the Gal:Lvul"c area. kt tl;.e \iifo.rst~ a Swedish force placed 

thoro c(uld destroy the mines and hence cut off Germany:s 

supply pe.rmancmtly" HiG own view was that the mere 

themscl VOD 'i[lfOuld exercise a x'cstraining influencE) 011. 

!fhe Bl""l t:lsh. GOVCI'YlirlCnt VleI'cj reluctant to give 

GYmdcn olefIni 

sec clearly how 

sue]:'), assistance could)) in :fact.~ bc ci ve:n~ Moreover ~ 

they fel t that Swcden was Ht the morncnt in G: fairly 

she cUd not to p a q'lJ,arrcl with SliITcdcn~' He 

concl'Uded.~ therefore, that the mos t useful purpose 

1iiFOlllc1 be' served:. th.o Swedi.sh Govcrnn1Cn"t, eou.lcl· be 

convincod that their duty 'Wns~ first, to resist a Gcrrnan 

,/ 

1 ikcly to 13l1ccoccl ~ to destroy the iron orc mine; s, v{hich 
\ 

woro Germ£myls roal o'b;)ectivu,., 

He urged that those pOints should be put tJ the 

SwedliSl'1 Govel"'n:rnun.t? with t, he 1':'llrth<.:::p 8uggcstio:n. tl:.8. t if" 

they 00u1<.1 Goe the way, not only to protect the Galivarc 

nrcn p btit nloo to clasp ch Cl force further w'est to help 

the Al1:tcs to rocapture I\I'arv:l.kJ then tb,Q Pl'OCC8S of 

o:;;:::pclling Gormany from Scanclirmlriu would ~bG grau tly 

facj",li tClted» to the advcu'1tage not only of' the Alllos; 

Dn hors 
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Mo COU:CONDP,E Gald thn tit would -b e 

convenient if at this stage he devoloped in mora datail 

the objects of h1['; Mission. Els cxpos:L tiol1 would sh.ow 

that the B:c:L 1,1.811 and. 1?rcneh views wore :In close nccordo 

l1'hc messago wl'dch GcneralMi tt(!lho.user and 

110· had been clUlI'e;CU to convey to the Swecli ell Prime 

Mlnistcr wo.o 0. solemn c1ccluro.tion thut :0'1"o.nco would go 

2/1Q ... ;1 u 

to S1;vcuen l 8 aid :if she were attaclccd by Germany~ There 

waG no que st ion of 111 reneh [lSS is tanee) if no German 

attaclc matcrio.liscd" It. was indeed part of their 

instrnci;lons to 1!K1l\:1) j.t clear to the Srfedes that Fro.nee 

intended to respect Sv{cdcn.~ s ncutro.l i tyc In those 

circumstances, tho bwedish GovOrllli10nt were unlikely to 

come fOr1ND.rd wi th the ob jcction the. t their D.cccptance 

of the Prcneh gL11J.rcmtce v/ould i tself )1'OVOY~C 

'rho MissIon Ylould. dQ..o.l vd th tJ:w si tuo.tion in 

a frank o.nd renlistic manner'" If It wo.s clear that 

the British and French assist~nce could not ronch 

Sweden by wn:y of' Norway ~ or ,could in an;y case not 
'. 

..p , '·b" \ "-.' !'uD.ch SWedel'l .... or some· consldcra ,J,O L1me ~ the only 

proper course was to mako this clear to the Swedish 

Government", It would '00 0.11 the more rlCCeSS3.ry~ if no 

dato could be given for' Uw arrival 0:1:.' our i'orccs hi. 

Sweden,!' to urge trpon the Swedes the imperative noed of 
. " 

:rn.rct:tng thei;J:~ 'koy poal tions into [\, state of immediate 

rendinoGs" 

We ought to giv8 -'v:lC SVII'cclisl1 Govcrn1Ylcnt any 

other rolevant informn tJ.on J for exmnplo -, wc should 

tell them the size of the: Anglo~·}j'rc:nch forces to be 

sent to Norwny p nnd tIle dQ tu, when 't;jC~'" v{nuld rcC\cb. 
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that country as soon 0.8 wo had this il1foTmD.tion" It 

wue prosuJl1nl:;ly tho intention that some part of the 

,t\nglo-Fronch forces would -procGed to Sweden. ufter 

operating in Norwuy'~ 

In nIl pro"bability the attitude of the 

Swedish Goyornment, to any immcdiute demarche from 

Gcrm1::n;Jt (such 0.8 the possi"blc demnndfor control 

of the Swedish. rcd.lways~ of <~\fhich Mr. Chru:nberlain 

hnd spol::cn) would be mainly c1etcrmincd b;jT the strength 

of tho Brltish and FJ.C'oneh militury posit.ion in the 

Sc~ndinavian Peninsulu, and the extent to which we 

could demonstrute to the Swedes thut wo had a plan of 

Ml" .. CllAMBJi;RIJUN thought thut it would be C.l 

dangerous, mistake to underrate the strength of·the 

positj.on which the Gcrmo.J1S had alr0C.lcly. built up for 

themselvos in Norymyo ~['he;l:"e could DC little doubt 

that thoy would. shortly be in 0. position (il 

th,(;y VIC'JN3 not nll"'cud:r) to send reinforcements 'by 

:rnil and tly o.il" frmn 0s,10 \to their out~posts in 

StavuJCJ,ger ; Bergen· cmd 'l'roll('lhjom~ To dislodge them 

matter$ und it '\fvo1l1d bc ro.sh, to say that on El given 

date a force of a definite size would arrive to 

He usJ.cod Mr" Churchill to give the 

French Mission some information on our stateg1c 

plu:rlS for Norvmy" 
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MR. CIiURCHILL said thn tit ho.d been agreed with 

the French Government that the first task was to 

recapture Narvik0 The first troops of this expedition 

would leave the next day in ordcr to establish a base to 

which f'urthcr r~"}lnforccments could be sent. He hoped 

that 1 t might be possible to recapture Narvl1c within one 

or two weoles, and until this had been accomplished no r 1 
i 

serious opoI'ntions could be und.ertalccn against Bergen 

or Troncth.jcm.. In the meantime, we were a ttncking GeI'Il1an 

1}\'arships and supply ships 1JY SOfl and air~ It was 

practically impoGsiblc to put submarines into the Baltic 

noW' thl.1t tho Gcrmnns held the Danish coast.. A most 

importa.nt point was that, if possible, the Swedes 

should bo- persuaded to interrupt the lo.nd cormnunications 

by which the Germans could reinforce Bergen and Trondhjem., 

Gince without thc:JC ports we could not establish direct 

connnunicution with Southern SwedCl1e 

He thought, therefore p that we could hold out 

n reasonable prospect of opening communications with 

Northern Sweden via Nurvik in a fairly short time~·but 

he would deprecate any promise of assistance on u large 
.. _.. \ . . ., 

SCllle"V/o could, in l'act t only tell the Swodes that if 
\ 

they fougl-it on OU1'" side they would share with us in the 
, 

final victory~ There was even some danger of giving any 

guarantees that might multo us r8sponsible for feeding 

the pOP1l.latlon of the whole Scandino.vian Peninsula .. 
\ 

Furthor, we· should not tell Sweden that "IJVO would respect 

·her iineutralityli .. We would ccrto.inly respect her 

territorial indcp~ndcnce9 but we must be free to take 

certain nction at Luleo., an(1 that would not be consistent 

w1 th a strict rospect for S~'led10h. neutral i ty~ 

-8-
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wishod to suggest that we should teJ,.l the Swedes 

exactly when help would reach them, but that we 

should tell them when our }<lorces for action against 

the NorwegIan J?orts wou::;"d "be su.i2.ing and 80 forth 

SO as to show that the Allies meant "business. We 

should not, of' course~· g:l.ve any dofini te indication 

where they were in tending to land. The French fully 

agreed that the plan for action at Narvik~ as a first 

step, was 1'i ght <) The early recapture of this Port 

would show not onl~/ that we had a fo oting in Norway, 

out that vIe had established a junction with the 

The chief ob ject of the )r.~'.:ai. on was a moral 

one~ to encourage the Swedes, to remove their feeling 

of isolation and to cotmtreact the moral factors which 

might malee th0lU disinclined to reGist German 

aggression .. We should tell thern that, as GC?rmany 

had decided to extent~. the War to Scandinavia, the 

Allies Vlere resolved to pursue the struggle there to 

the utmost. To convince the Swedes or this would be 

the best way of ensuring that they did everything 

possible to defond their country" 

The French reprc-.'sentati yes had taken due 

note of Mr. Ohurchill's comments on the question of 

neutrality and would certainly enter into no 

cOlTh'Uitments which would I' estrict the future liberty of 

action of the All10 s in Allied interests which, after 

all~ were Swedish interests also~ 

The success of the Mission \"lould depend in 

a high degpee on the extent to which it represented the 

common views of France and Britain, and the Fx'ench 

Government therefore hoped that the British Government 
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VllJuld agree that. British :epprescntatives should 

join the Mission 0 A joint Mission was the best 

means of convil1c:ing the Swedish Government of Allied 

strength and unity o:fpurpose. 

M~ GOULONDRE sa:i.d that the recent seizure 

of Norwegian Ports by the Germans i.mlde it urgent 

that the Swedes should make jJTIm()diate preparations, 

particularly in North Sweden; otherwise the Gc-rmans 

might achieve a surprise landing at Lulea in the 

erune way as they hacl at the Atlantic Ports" . That 

VlOuld render the further :plans of the Allies with 

regard to Lules. most difficult to carry throughe 

MR', CHAMDE~iL.AIN said he felt sure that 

M. Oorbin realised that our f iret consideration Yfas 

to act in unity with the French .. and to maintainthe 

,fullest understanding with them. He hud made the 

points to whic}, he had referred only for the purpos~ 

of clarifying the position, so th~t the object of 

the Mission should be clearly understood by both 

parties~ and that there should be complete agreement 

as to what should be said to the Swedes. 
. \ 

It'must be remembered that at any moment 

a gre€l .. t 'offensive might start in the West, possibly 

through'Holle.n.d" Consequently, it was undesirable .' 

to disperse our forces more than was necessary. If 

. the AllieD were to urge Sweden to declare war on 

Germany now, on the basis that the Allies would come 

immediately to her aid, we might thus be committed 

to operation on a considerable scale~ Fran what 

had already been said, it was clear thDt tro&ps 

could not at present be sent to Sweden except 

possibly through 'Narvik~ and this might not be 

possible for some time yet@ Trondhjem and Bergen 

, r. __ 

, , , 

8 
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wero no longer available as the ports of entry which 

had. been envisagc(l in the original plan for helping 

FinJ.and .. 

Thex'o limB no doubt that the Swedes' chief fear 

would be air attack from Gormany-o In discussing the 

help which could be given to them they v!ould undoubtedly 

u3k what t.he Allies could do to assist them to meet this 
" 

dangor~ M. Rcynaud had made it clear at the last 

meeting of the SU'preme War Council that France was not 

in a posl tion to help vvi th air forces. Hence Sw'ecien 

would. have to rely exclus:lv'oly on such air aid as. 

could be proviCl.ed by the United l\ingdom. I t must be 

olear thc.t the Uni:..od Xingdom could not eive any all" help 

wi thout wealcening the air forces which might be urgently 

required in the event of an attack in the ''lost. Again, if OU1' 

'proposal to Sweden was that in consequenae of German 

air attaok upon that country~ we would be prepared to 

bomb Germ:.:tny, the whole question of opering up total 

ail' vlUr would aris0$ Up till now the Allies had agreed that 

it uno not in our interest to start total air war~ 

It seemed~ therei'ore?J that it was not advisable 

to urge the Swedes to approv~ a policy which might 

provoke Germany into action; a policy 'which v70uld 

l'osul t in the· Allies having to send forces to SVleden IS 

a.id and, might D.lso~ inc1dcntal1y~ lead later to the 

.immenso problem of' feeding Norway and Sweden :from outside 

sources!Il It was to be borne in mind that the present 

lTI.9.iJl source of food for those countries lay in the south, 

in the al'cas which presumably would be first occupied 

by the Gennans", 
-lIe-
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In his opinion y ":';ho:::'efo:~o , it was not 

necessary i'or Sweden to go to war with Germany, 

provided that Germany did not gain access to the ore 

i'ield3,. As a practical measure the Swedes should 

be urged to maintain their neutrality so long as 

the Germans did not take steps to reach the ore 

Gupplies. In that event, however, the Swedes should 

immediately resist~ and the Allies would give them 

all the asistance possible under the Circumstances • 
. 

The Allied object vlQuld be aChieved if' Sweden e1 ther 

protected, ..Q.!: destroyed, the ore fields.. That must 

be fully appreciated by Germany~ who consequently would 

be vel'Y cautious in vlhat she did vis-a-vis Sweden., 

If' 'the general ideas which he had outlined 

wore agreed to by 'the French" he would gladly 

support the object of the MiSSion and appoint British 

Representat1 Yes to accomp8.:qy it" 

Finally, he added that of course i~ the 

Swedes themselves were ready to :fight ,,~ri thout c1e:tlni to 

assurances rrom the Allies~ then naturally they 

"should. not be discouraged; but, in general
p 

the 

Allies should not oommit themselvGs to assistance 

whioh could not in any case be sent for some tilde, 

in order to inveigle Sweden into hostilities with 

Ge It''ma!1y w 

Me CORBIN thought that everything 

Mr .. Ohamberlain had said was completely in the spirit 

of' the Frenoh GovernmentUs policy in this mattere 

The whole question was to maintain a proper 

balanoe be"tween tvfO extreme courses of actiol'4> There 
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hild ooon 0. 6uggc{;3tion that the Sv.rod0s should be urged. 

to abide by their neutrality as long as Possible, 

but that this should be combined with a demarche 

stating that help would be forthcoming if Sweden 

were attacked1 so that they would be induced to 

resist shoulc1 such an event occur" At the same 

time the Svredes should now be urged' to take all 

possible precautions to maintain the security of' 

their ore f'ields. That seemed to him to be the 

agreed general purpose of the Mission. He nas 

glad to learn that Bri tioh Representatives y:rould 

join the Mission,., 

MR~ CHAMBERLAIN said he understood that the 

best tDne for the Mission to· leave would be that 

evening. It was his intention to send a British 

Admiral and General with the IVIission~ The British 

Air Attache in stockholm 'would be instructed to 

join the Mission on its arrival in Swedel1.o The time 

available before the deputu~e of the Mission would 

enable the Bl"i tish to formulate the instructions 

- 'to bel given .to their representatives~ 

Mo COULONDRE mentioned thJt the latest 

inforIl12.tion at his diposs,l indic-':'lted that it would 

be necossary f'o1" the Mission to leave that night 

:f'rom the North of' Scotland., By this means they 

would be able to cross the sea during the night and \ 

avoid any u:n:fortunate encounters and they would 

also be in time to avoid tl depression which wa~ 

now moving Southvlards towards Scandinavia<) 

-13-
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MR. CRAr\ml~RLAIN said that the Chief of the 

Air Staff would urra.nge f'or ·the detrlils of the time 

and place of depnr-tllre to bo f4cttled w:~. th. the 

French Stuff'., 

Mo CORBIN agreed to this., 

It was also agreed that Lord Halifax 

nr.ould. be responsible for drafting instructions to 

the Joint Mlssion~ the to.rIDS of which vlOuld be 

agreed with M. Corbin in the course of the morning
0 

The M:;eting then adjourno~ 

-14-
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