
PREDECESSORS OF 
THE LEAGUE 

FAILURES FOLLOWED BY 
WAR 

NO NEED FOR DESPAIR 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 

Sir,-lf Sir Arlhur Page will look at the 
Phillimore COlllmittee's Report, datcd March 20t 

1918, he will find that it deals with all his pre
cedents and all his quotations. It proceed:} to , 
point out that" all these schellles were, in fact, 
the work of political philosophers," ano to, 
review .. the historical causes which have in the 
past condemned them to sterility." Their 
rcJevancc to a League of Nations, largely based 
on that Report, is not therefore quite obvious; 
amI it might he more pertinent to point out thaL 
eVery onc of these failures was followed by 
European wars increasing in extent. cost, and 
scientific barbarity. Against Canning's .. every 
nation for itscJf and God for us all "-with its 
practical corollaries of" the devil take the hind4 
most" and gas-masks for bahics-might be set 
Pill's treaty of April 11, 1805, providing for 
"the establishment in Europe of a fcdcrative 
system to ensure the independence of the weaker 
Stales by erecting a formidable barrier against 
thc ambitions of the morc powerful." 

The fault lies, Sir, not in the existence or even 
the constitution of the League, but in the conduct 
of some of its members: and there is no reason 
to suppose that they would have behaved any 
hcttcr without its restraint. Comparative failure 
has been the prcl\ldc to every success in history, 
and the moral is not to abandon the attempt. 

I am, Sjr, your obedient servant, 
December 17. A. F. POLLARD. 

TO THE EDITOR OF TilE TIMES 
Sir.-Now that the armed alliance of tho League 

has provoked the long-expected counter-alliance, it is 
intcre."ling to note that the advocates of force within 
the Covenant are beginning, though as yet sub
consciously, to rcali7c their responsibility for the near 
approach of calamity. 

In his letter in TiI(> Til1l(,~ to-day Dr'. Gilbert 
Murray say" that" every course of action which can 
induce them (the nations) to cooperate for lawful 
and hcncficia! ends ha'> a value far greater than the 
immediate concrete results that may he attained," 
This is the very argument that has long been adduced 
by those supporters of the League who arc opposed 
la sanctions. 

.. Nine-tenths of the T ,cap;uc's work," he con4 

tinues, .. is really of this character." 
For the sake of tile rcmaining tenth, in which the 

thre~lt of force is cmbodied and which has brought the 
world to the present sad pas'>, it is to he hoped that 
Dr, Murray and his supporters wili no longer deny 
the nations the enjoyment of those wide and friendly 
associations ill .. art, science. education, soci:d 
studies . . .," which he rtgards 8'> so desirahle 
and which mighllong ugo have been attained had the 
militant Leaguers been prepared to sheathe the sabre. 
. Yours faithfully, 

H. ROWAN-ROBlNSON, 
Hammer Cotlrt. Lirhook, Dcc. 17. 

POLAND AND 
LEAGUE 

T CMWJ, ii .. ·!. 1!f'J8. 
AN "ILLUSORY" 

SYSTEM 
From Our Own Correspondent 

WARSAW, JAN. 10 
The great imparlance which the leaders 

of Poland now altach to the worsening or 
the international situation was emphasized 
in a statement on foreign policy which 
Colonel Beck, the Foreign Minister, made 
before the Foreign Affairs Commiltee of 
the Seym to-day, That his statement, 
which Jistcners could have been excused 
for interpreting as a' virtual denunciation 
of the League of Nations Covenant, was 
intended for a much widcr audience than 
a l'arnamenlary Committee was indicated, 
first by the broadcasting of the speech 
and its subsequent transmission in several 
foreign languagcs. 

For a long time (Colonel Beck said) I 
have been unable to escape the feeling that at 
Geneva we are faced with two conflicting 
trends, Experience has proved that the 
Lea~lIc was not strong enough to enforce the 
prircinles of the Covenunt. Yet there could 
tll..,o be oqserved not only "- p;rowth in political 
rassions, which aim at imposing ever more 
dillicult tasks on this unfortunate League" but 
there even nppeared a tenuency to make good 
the League's failin~ by theoretical means. 

Colonel Beck explained that he did not' 
n:ean that the search for more equilable solu
tIons of international conflicts is a waste of 
time, Hc did, however, .. regard as illusory 
the possibility of maintaining a state of a!Tairs 
in which the statute and regulations oC an 
inMilulion sel Ul' 10 het as a system embracing 
all the nations of thc world· would, in the long 
run, be applied only by some of them to them
selves and to others." The source of 'this crisis 
W::IS to he found in the fact that the League I 

from the heginning <.lid not ,include some of, 
the strongest nations, and it became evident' 
IhM the League had even lost its character as 
a European organization. The situation had 
11(\V/ hecome so acute that the hope that several 
countries of Hrst 4 rate importance which had 
left the Leap;ue would return to it had dwindled 

~ to vanishing point. 

THE LEAGUE" CRISIS" 
It was bOlh an indicalion of Polish 

concern over .. the final state of the 
Geneva institution" and of the fear that 
Geneva sessions will now .. degenerate 
into a doctrinal confederation" that 
Colonel Beck to-day felt obliged to deal 
openly w.ilh the League crisis. 

We have no intention [he added] oC under4 
ta~i."g any initiative which could deepen the 
CriSIS, but we must know what we are re
sponsible for, by whM obligations we arc 
bound, and according to what principles the 
decisions of the international institution are 
taken. . ,... 

Earlier in the speech he had prepared 
his hearers for this warning al)out .. our 

~
.esponSibilitY and obligations" by remind~ 
ing them that Poland's pacts of non
aggression with Germany and the Soviet 

" Jnion, which" are not dcpendent on any 
ternational institution or procedure," 

'Rre concluded at a time when both these 
.l\wers were outside the League. 

\hcse pacts, he pointed out, .. arc based on 
prd(,undly concejved political reasons and 
Jl1tefr.<.ts rHld thcy preserve their value intact," 

RA;~1i~~~~}~,t;t5~'d~1l~~~~·c6,iJ~}~I~~~n~cs ;l1:~ 
back as .192.1 and 1922 respectively .. when 
tht; o,~galllzahon of the League was still loosely 
knIt, so that these alliances werc_ neither 
C:.r~II~~~~~tary nor complementary to the 

CENTRAL EUROPE 
.Colonel Beck then referred to relation~ 

With the Danubian counldes. 
, in the Danube basin (Colonel Beck said) wc 
ar~ car~rulIy maintaining our traditional 
fnen,dslllps, and 1 hope that our contacts will 
con.tl,nuc to devclon in that tegion. Of all the 
rohllcal plans of recent years the one which 
~)oland favoul'ed most was the idea of mould. I 
I~l,!l: relations in acc~rdance with tl~c principles I 
IUld down .by the FI:C!lCh and Itallan Govern4 ~ 
ll~~n~l,s o(:.uM~gL~~~l~'ISlt to Rome in January, 

This, it will be rc~alled, was a project 
for closer collaboratIOn bctween Austria 
and all her neighbours (except Swilzer~ 
land), towards which France, Rumania, 
and Poland, although not direct ncigh
bours of !\uslria: were also prepared to 
takc a POSitive altitude. 

Colonel Beck also attached much im
portance to the future of Palc<;tine and 
to ... the general problem of Jewish 
emigration," as well as to the plans now 
under discussion for the international rC4 
con~truction of financial and economic 
relations. He felt, however. that these I 
plans" stand little chance of realization 
if we close our eyes to thc 'currcnt im
porlance of the questions of raw materials 
and emigration." . ' 

Colonel Bcck will again Illeet Ihe 
Forcjg~ l\fTairs Committee on Wednesday, 
~hcn, It IS understood, he will make a 
more detailed statement about Danzig 
which he inlimated to~day was one of th~ 
problems which Ihe League had proved 
ll1capablc of :mlving, 
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