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CANADA AND THE
EMPIRE

nam

A PILGRIMAGE OF
INQUIRY

A MULTIPLYING PEOPLE

The growing self-confidence of the French-
speaking clement in its fulure is. very marked.
A quarter of a ccolury ago, during the flood-tide
of immigration, land scitiement, rcal cstate
speculation, and industrial development, English-
speaking domination scemed assured.  The
possibility that Great Britain, in the near future,
would have no surplus population to send across

1.—THE NORMAN LINK
, N
‘By Sir Evelyn Wrench s’

For several years conflicting reports of cventsi
in Canada have been reaching Great Britain.
The enthusiasm which gave birth to the con-
federation of the original four Provinces in 1867
was said to have waned and its place to have
been taken by a local scparatism. Canada’s
real interests were said by some to run from
north to south and not from cast to west ; eastern
Canada being sundercd from the west by nature
in the forests, muskeg, and rocks of Northern
Ontario, the great railroad pioneers of the |
Canadian Pacific had uselessly fought geography
in the cightics. The future alignment of North
America, it was asserted, would be a grouping
of the Maritime Provinces with New England;
the creation of an independent French-speaking
Dominion of Quebec: the absorplion of
Ontario by the castern United States, already its
spiritual home; the union of the Prairic
Provinces with the American Slates south of
the international line; and the union of British
Columbia with the American Pacific Coast
States.  Such, more or less, were. the broad out-
lines of the picture.

Could Canadian sentiment have changed so
radically in the couple of decades since the
War ? A pilgrimage to North America, begun
last May and just ended, was inspired by a
desire (0 obtain an up-to-date survey of condi-
tions. Obviously such a journey in the spring
should be starfed in Quebec Province, just
emerged from its long winter, the stems of the
birches and the tin-covered spires of the little
churches glistening in the May sunshine, the
village gardens ablaze with lilac blosson, and
the.borders of the wayside roads carpeted with
bunchberrys Memories of talks with political
leaders before the War-were an added urge not
to be resisted. ~

LES CANADIENS

During the first weeks there was an inevitable
sense of bewilderment caused by conflicting
standpoints, The French-speaking section of the
people was said to be intoxicated by its growing
power in a Canada where immigration had
stopped since the deprgssion and was bent on
separation. At fong Jaxe*Tds Canadiens ” were
cominginto their own, leading dignitary of
the Church was reported by the Press to bave
stated before ¢ L'Associaljon Catholique de la
Jeunesse  Canadienr incaise ”  that . *“ the
corporative State offérs (e only solution of our
present cconomic and social problems.” Not
till  August, at Sherbrooke, did Cardinal
Villencuve put an cnd to separatist rumours
when he said that © the Roman Catholic Church
docs not aceept a patriotism which is a love of
isolation, but one which- extends to the whole,
country ? and “is accompanied by a fecling of
foyalty to our Sovereign King George Vi

French-Canada certainly bided its time.
During the first three decades of the twentieth
century the population of the Dominion was
increased by an influx of 4,500,000 immigrants.
Even so cautious a statesman as Sir Wilfrid
Laarier told the writer in 1906 that in 40 years
it would be 30,000,000 as a result of the great
influx from Europe. Sir Wilfrid was merely
reflecting the general optimism of the time. The
possibility of a world war and subsequent
depression was not envisaged in those days.

But the nightmare which haunied the minds of
the Quebcce leaders passed: French-Canada is
not engulfed. Opinion in French-Canada was
thus summed up to me last.summer: “ Con-
federation was an absurdity. Neither econo-
mically nor geographically is Canada an entity.
The real Canada is the St. Lawrence area, which
should be a French-speaking Dominion. The
rest of Canada should either form Jocal
Dominions or be absorbed by the United States.
French-Canada detests  the {wentieth-century
<civilization ' of Hollywood, American radio
programmes, and a certain type of American
magazine. No children in Quebce Province shall
have their minds contaminated by the cinema,
French-Canada is ‘essentially conservative and
proposes to preserve the spiritual heritage of its
forebears, but it has no desire to cut off from the
British Crown.” Here was suflicient matter for
study and a hint on the wisdom of drawing no
hasty conclusions. Tnformation received had to
be checked in cach of the nine Provinces.

e

{he Atlantic was not foresecen. North American
history can show [ew more astonishing facts
than the fecundity of French-Canada. The
60,000 French sctilers at the time of Wolfe's
attack on Quebeciin 1759 have become nearly
5,000,000, of whom 3,000,000 live in Canada
and the remainder mainly in the New England
States. Even if a lower birth-rate should prevail
in French-Canada, and unless there is some un-
foreseen exodus from Europe, reaching pre-War
dimensions, there is every reason to expect that
the majority of the Canadian people will be
French-speaking within 30 or 40 years. In
Quebec Province large families are still the order
of the day. During excursions in the St
Lawrence region last summer i was shown the
homes of families of over 20 children. A
Canadian [riend, who had just returned from a
fishing trip in the Gaspé Peninsula, said that his
guide, cook, and attendant, all three French-
Canadians, had between them

39 children still
Jiving. 1 English-speaking Catada is serious
in the desire lo preserve i

(s racial preponderance
its inhabitants will have to regard the dutics of
parenthood more seriously.®

Before the War there was littie intelectual
exchange between old and new France. To-day
the French Motherland, albeit after a long period
of neglect, is taking more interest in her off-
spring. _ Eminent members  of the Inst-
tute, writers, and publicists visit Canada (o
deliver  addresses. Distinguished  French-
Canadians, such as Motsignor Camille Roy,
head of Laval University, arc invited to
France to speak at the Sorbonne and clsewhere.
French books and reviews are to be found on -
many desks. . Few things have done more (0
draw old and new France logether intellectually -
than” the posthumous publication of Louis
Hémon’s epoch-making novel ™ Maria Chapde-
faine.” Hémon, a young Breton, after spending
four years in England, arrived at Quebecin 1911
He went o Peribonka, in the Lake St. John
region, worked on . farm. and after con-
fiding his masterpicce to the post in June, 1913,
went west and was run over by a train in ¢
the wilds of Ontario at the age of 33. i
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story, translated into 15 languages, has
reached a circulation of a million copies.
it has done much to make known to. the | =—=—
outside world' the simple soul” of the
French-Canadian farmer. This year a| MR
commiltce to commemorate the twenty-
fifth annivérsary of the publication of
Fiémon’s masterpicee has been established
at* Paris, and “La Société des Amis de ;
Maria. Chapdelaine” has been . founded It i
both in Canada and France. A pilgrimage Charle:
is lo be made to the district rendered in Kip
famous by the author. Fellowships to Brightc
enable young French-Canadians to carry third y
on literary studies in France are also o w;;];hc] .
be crealed. - Ilcfesf}u
There does not appear 1o be any desire | at the U
for a political - rapprochement wilh the | The gre
French Republic. French-Canada is self- | said, wa
absorbed. The turmoils of Europe seem 1'12?&?.;
- very remote. There is, however, a very (Dunslg
real altachment to the British Crown, | practica
which for ncarly 200 ycars has safe- heroes ¢

guarded the religious institutions of real 'l‘fc
French:Canada. Emphasis is laid on the :ﬁsct;ﬁl

historic link of a joint Norman descent; | would
more than (wo-thirds of French-Canada pamphle
is of Norman origin. Quebec Province| in 19,
has, however, little interest in the con- days w)
. Lot reminisc

cerns of other parts of the Brilish{ general
Commonwealth.  Nor is this very sur-| preface
prising.  There is  litlle intellectual | on his
cxchange between French-Canada and 'cr“};c"
Gireat Britain, although Lord Tweedsmuir R,ll"fl’j‘,"‘:
has made an important contribution 10 |-what Ki
the cause of Imperial unity by associating
himself with French-Canadian life. The
) speech delivered by Mr. Ho A, L. Fisher
. in 1934 on the occasion of the four-
hundredth  anniversary  of = Jacques
Cartier's first voyage lo Canada is still
gratefully remembered, ' including the
arrcsting sentence, “J1 was born in a

Colonial island, the Norman colony no

called Greal Britain.” L
There is real nced for some way ol
enabling the leaders of French-Canada,
. apart from the few members of Parlia-
' ment who come to Lonidon, fo visit British
seats of learnings Return visits from
French:speaking Engllshmen to centres of
French culture in North America would
also bé highly desirable. Canada is heir
{0 two great European cultures. Ata time
when outward cvents scem destined to
draw the two Western motherlands
closer, French-Canada, their joint ofl-
spring, should be a valued link. The
. jntellectual coming together of old and | whather
new France is regarded in Great Britain | Kipling v
with cordial sympathy. Nor is the as Beresh
. passionate devotion of JFrench-Canada to K’l""“{.l "l
the. [aith of its fathers any bar to com- :{:(frlth
plete  British _and French-Canadian | jitilc sche
cooperation. In an age when a| The b
crude materialism threatens Christianity | interest.
throughout the world the fact that on the f“c“ boy
banks of the St. Lawrence is to be found hetween !
. dated fre
an essentially, Christian civilization s} Gigger w:

' reassuring. ' an oxtrac
To be concluded net ! 1

[ . schools ;

different,

' ALLEGED FINANCE  |Ife mai
FRAUDS e

In Kiy

f Mysell

DEFENCE OPENED AT OLD ‘f?,ﬁclfcr;"ﬂ

' ’ BAILEY tried to !

.1 | Jittle Lati
The defence was opened at the Central G ene

Criminal Court yesterday, before Judge | icccnces
Beazley, in the case of three men charged | Novembe
in connexion with a scheme for financing | Rudyard
business abroad, alleged by the prosecu- | General
_tion lo be a new and dangerous form of ?20’;“3‘}&1‘{
fraud. Kipling ©
WiLLiAM HENRY BiLpaL QUILLIAM, 52, of Schoolbo!
Twickenhani, CHARLES FREDERICK DAVIES, 51, ij‘ um()h ;
clerk, of Harrow, and JOSEPH JACQUES LEONI 01 ",‘l N
TirLou, 38, -merchant, of Vauxhall Bridee C,‘“"LKS 1
Road, $.W., all on bail, have plcaded ** Not ::(::npc\:)lil
Guilty ” to conspiring to defraud such persons l:i”ﬂ are 1
as might be induced to part with money to Ml: Be
Heilbut, Symons and Co., Limited, “and hcmn‘w a
attempting (o obtain money by false pretences. | ;) t‘hat ca
.QUILLIAM'S EVIDENCE “'}“1“’,’“ l“
The defendant QuiMliam went into the p“‘l'n‘:{;xfy‘
witness-box. He said he had been a prac- lL]nndon
tising solicitor, but hc gave it up in 1922 to achieved
devole himself to financial business. The ;m antiqu
essence of the scheme in the present case was -
o convey property abroad to an English com-
pany, and for that'company. to issue deben- M
tures. He was responsible for the scheme,
and Davies sndl Hclou’ljiclied orn him ledl'lL; did
what he told them. he profit ‘would have
been when the bonds were issued.  Untjl thel ECCLE
it was a pioncer schemec. . Mr. \
Had anyone fuifilled the contract, he con- 1 P R.I1.B.
tinued, the loan could easily have been issued, C‘ S
but unexpecied difliculties were .encountered. Oommis
He worked his hardest (o get things through, cathedra
and when the defendants were arrested there the age,
was £13,750 in the bank, whichewould have Born it
been suflicient for issucs 1o the amount of | of Mr. A
£1,300,000. There was every reason to believe | many Yt
that the public would have responded, and, | for Denn
that being so, it was not necessary to have a succeedec
Jarge capital. his death
Regarding the contracts in the present casc, Mr. E.
the witness said that no civil action had been
brought against him. No onc suggested that
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< menace of Communism and with a desire to |

CANADA AND THE

EMPIRE

1T.—DEFENCE

THE HOPEFUL WAY OF
MIGRATION
By Sir Evelyn Wrench

The problem of decfence, owing to the inter-
nalional situation, occupies increasing attention
in Canada. In the ycars immediately after the
War, when the Dominion looked to Geneva to

preserve world peace, the necessity {or increased .

expenditure on armaments scemed remote. “The
Federal Government may have considerable
opposition lo overcome when the subject is
discussed at Ottawa in the near future. Quebec
is 3,000 miles from the Pacilic, and at the
moment is not concerning herself with the needs
of coastal defence in British Columbia.

Many Canadians do not consider “the
possibility of attack from Europe within the
range of practical politics. They know that
Great Britain, for reasons of Imperial strategy,
had to embark on its programme of naval
expansion.  Certain quarters draw comfort
from the thought that the United States could
not, and ‘wouid not, permit a European/or
Asiatic Power to invade Canada. Some*of the
Quebec léaders are more concerned with the

obtain control of the mines, forests, and water
power in the Province, at present chiefly owned
by “foreign” capital. Public opinion, how=-

! ever, changes rapidly nowadays, and there is

always the possibility that some new factor may
arisc which will cnable the Federal Govern-
ment to achieve their purpose. Events in the
Far East have already had effect on the

! isolationism of large sections of opinion in the

United States: they may also affect conditions
in castern Canada,

Ail_French-Canadians are by no mecans
isolationists; M. Henri Bourassa recently said:
“4 have no more wuse for the narrow,
provincial French-Canadian whothinks there
is nothing outside the Province of Quebec than
1 havce for the English-Canadian who thinks the
English are the only ones who can do anything
right.” Canada'is for the most part {ully alive
(o the “very greal responsibilities shouldered
by Great Britain,” which were sympatheticaily
referred to by Mr. lan, Mackenzie, Federal
Minister for Defence, at Toronto _before
Christmas,

THE FLYING FACTOR

The Dominion will certainly make a welcome
contribution to Imperial Delence, apart from
strengthening the coastal fortification of British
Columbia, by expanding both military and civil

" aviation and pressing forward the construction

+ The wisit of Lord Tweedsmuir

of arterial roads in the west. Canada is rapidly
developing its commercial aviation; a regular
coasi-to-coast service will bring Vancouver
within 18 hours of Montreal during 1938.
Already the great mining ¢entres of Quebec and
Northern Ontario are largely dependent on the
air for rapid communication with the outside
world. Only thos¢ who have flown to the

mining districts over vast tracts of uninhabited |

territory can approciate e gicat part which
avialion is playing in commercial development.
“down north®
last summer has focused attention on what

flying can do for industrial and mining possi-

bilitics in  that vast untapped norith-western
area. Canada to-day possesses a body of pilots
second to none, and an efficient commercial
air service. In 1935 no less than 26,439,2241b.
ol freight were conveyed by air, No part of
the Empire can benefit more from aviation
than this counlry of wvast and sparsely
populated areas. Certainly nowhere will there

be a better training ground for aircraft per-
sonnel.  Canadian progress in commercial flying
wis at first dwarfed by its powerful neighbowrs,
but as soon as Montreal is brought within 18
hours of the Pacific, and within five hours of
Halifax, aviation wili enter upon a new era of
expansion. . ‘

The problem of migration is closely linked with
defence. A Canada, with ‘vast territories prac-
tically uninbabited in a land-hungry world is
an Imperial menace.. ‘During a recent visit to
Japan the densily of population in that country
scemed amazing to the.recent arrival from
anada, The district between Tokyo-and Kabe,
traversed in an eight-hour journey, has a popu-
lation greater than that of the whole of Canada.
Yet there is much divergence of opinion on
the need of migration in the Dominion. In
common wilh other agricultural countries
Canada has been passing through hard times,.
and the necessily of first absorbing local unem-
ployed is strongly urged. Sir Edward: Beatty,
however, rightly points out that * there could
be no more grave illusion than to believe that
unemployment results from over-population and
can be cured by reducing the number of people.”
A British investigator who writes on migration
has {o tread warily. On the one hand, if he
advocates immigration at a time when there is
still much local unemployment, he is accused
of undue optimism; on the other, if he urges
caution in. certain areas he is accused of
pessimism. s

PROVINCE BY PROVINCE
The following condensed summary presents
the situation as it appeared to the writer last
summer: — . s
Nova Scotia and Ncw Brunswick.—A very real
need for new blood exists.  Youth migration on well-
tried lines should be undertaken and farm schools
started under the right local acgis. L
Prince Edward Island.—A small Province with a
high level of general prosperity offers opportunitics
for ahsorbing a limited number of carefully selected

young men {or whom Jocal * big brothers ™ could
be obtained. L
Quebec.—WUscless  to “atiempt migration from

Farope at present.  Montreal, the second largest
French-speaking cily in the world, is secking to place
its own unemployed on the land, .
Ontario.—Closely aficcted by industrial conditions
in the United States. Probably a farm school on
Kingsley JFairbridge lines to train children to work
on_land would be successful.  Also a scheme for
placing carefully selected youths, already partly .
trained in Great Britain, could be restarted.
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta.~Until (wo
or threc good harvests are gathered ‘local encrgies
will be concentrated on local rural rehabilitation.
Winpipeg since 1932 has moved many unemployed
families on relicf from the city with the object of
enabling them to become self-supporting on the.Jand,
Qil and mining developments in the northern areas
may of course absorb Jocal unemployed and even
permit_immigration, if financed {rom Great Britain,

‘but this is a matter of conjeclure.

British Columbia—Owing to its climatic advan-
tages British Columbia offers the greatest possibili-
ties for large-scale British migration, preferably by
group scitlement. No part of the North American
continent more urgently cries out for population o
develop its untouched resources. But so big an
undertaking should be spousored by a chartered
company under expert and entirely disinterested local
guidance. .

There is little likelihood of a resumption of
happy-go-lucky migration'methods. The psycho-
logy of the stay-at-home Briton has to be remem-
bered ; he is showing little desire 1o go oversea.
To prevent disillusionment it is cssential that
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Canadian conditions should be realized
in advance by the would-be settler.
prosperous future is offered to the tiller of
the soil, but he must work hard and be
prepared to face entirely different condi-
tions from those to which he has been
accustonied.  French-Canadians, Scandi-
navians, Central Europeans, and farmers
from the western United States naturally
adapt themsclves more readily to a life
spent on remole homesteads in compara-
Uve loncliness, The task of clearing the
land of trees is one which requires experi-
ence not as a rule posscssed by the British
immigrant. This is not to say, however,
that many British settlers will not. make
good in the future as they have in the past.

Migration is a highly technical subject.
Nevertheless 1 would suggest that in the
immediate future attention should be con-
centrated on group setilement and on the
establishment of {urther {arm schools of
the ‘Kingsley Fairbridge type. Group
seltlement, properly directed, should rob
farming of its loneliness during the winter
months, as central. community houses,
equipped with wircless and other facililics
for recreation, would be provided. ‘The
plan of bringing partics {rom the same
arca in the Old World could also be
revived. Success for group setilement
depends primarily on the selection of
tactful and disinlerested managers with
the requisite Jochl knowledge to advise
sclllers in the difficult carly years.

A FAIRBRIDGE SCHOOL

The success of the Kingsley Fairbridge
Farm School at Pinjarra, of which (he
writer first heard in‘West Australia, was
responsible for a determination to visit the
Prince of Wales Fairbridge School,
opened three years ago, at Duncan on
Vancoliver Island.  Hours spent there
brought a stimulating expericnce. The
farm school has 120 children, and it is
hoped by degrees to increase the number
to 300, It is exceptionally fortunale in
having so cxperienced a principal as Mr.
H. T. Logan, who has managed to banish
the atmosphere of institutionalism too
often prevalent in similar establishments,
Grouped. round the original farm are a
chapel and dining-hall, a number of well-
buill bungalows, and a delightful school-
house with pictures of Canadian flowers
and animals on the walls, all of which
scemed very luxurious comparcd with
Lower School at Eton 40 years ago.

Fourleen boys or 14 girls—the ages
range from five upwards—live in each
house, presided over by a “ mother,”
whom the children call * Mum.” * The
inmates- Jooked well and happy, .On
atlaining the age of 16 they will be turncd
out sturdy and healthy Canadiaps, desir-
ing to work on the land and familiar with
local conditions. An admirable feature
of the Kingsley Fairbridge scheme is that
touch is maintained with previous scholars
afler they obtain positions with jocal
farmers: this is one of the factors which
have contributed to the great success of
the work.in Australia.  Onc authority
hopes that the Kingsley Fairbridge under-
takings may be {urthér developed in the
future by the provision of a capital sum,
repayable under favourable conditions
over a term of years, to cnable promising
young men to become owners of farms
when they have proved their worth.

There can ‘surcly be no more useful
work than taking children from the drab
areas of industrial Great Britain and
fitting them to become useful citizens in
the New World, :

Concluded
The first article appeared yesterday,

CHOOSING SITES FOR
R.A.F. STATIONS

PROF. ABERCROMBIE TO
ADVISE MINISTRY

FROM OUR AERONAUTICAL CORRESPONDENT

Recurrent criticism of sites chosen by
the Air Ministry for stations of the R.A.E.
is to be forestalled in future by taking
advice in advance. The Ministry will take
its advice from onc of the sources of
criticism, and so may be said to have per-
suaded its anlagonist to arm it with some
of his own virtue,

Professor Patrick Abercrombie, who,
besides being an expert in town-planning,
is honorary secretary of the Council for
the Preservation of Rural England, has
been appointed a consultant in  the

acquisition of sites for the expansion of
tha R A .
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