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THEATRES. 

TERRITORIALS IN 
TRAINING . 

ITALY AND OIL-~ 

TilE EASTER OAMPS. 
FRANCE~ GEl~l\1:ANY 

EUROPI 

HTHE WORST OF 
Easter is the season when Citizen 

Soldiers throughout the country go into 
camp. Among male citizens of fit age, and 
mostly with votes, the Territorials are the 
exemplary minority who keep up the Swiss 
ideal of competent patriotism. They are 
free men who not only seek real training 

(By J. L. CAR 

for home defence but have voluntarily British policy this Easter finds itself 
accepted liability fo: service. ~broad. They shambling ,and splashing in a .. quagmire 
form our only natlOnal m1htary reserve· where it will soon be sunk to the neck and 
behind a sadly depleted army. 'over unless its steps are reversed.,. There i~ 

* * * 'no exit from this muddle but by abandon-
For mqny a foolish year now this dutiful ing the theory that all bogs, as well as all 

manliness of the Territorials has received roads, are good if they lead to Geneva. The 
little notice and less thanks. They have spectacle presented last week by that sorry 
worked without public encouragement, and substitute for a new Jerusalem was among 
despite ludicrous deficiencies of equip- the least edifying and hopeful in its history. 
ment. Their ranks are much below their The French reply to the German proposals 
statutory strength, though that strength on wti"s-in elaborate fiasco. Practical riegotia~ 
the lowest estimate· oughfto be doubled. In tionswith Berlin are fobbed off until Mid
all these circumstances it is no wonder that May. They will never be brought to suc~ 
the Territorials going into camp are not cess by procedure through the Leai:;'Ue. The 
far more numerous. The admirable Locarno ··Powers" a·ri= in acute dissension 
wonder is that they do it at qll. about Italy as well as Germany. 

* * I. 
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Worst of all, on a British initiative which beg 
se:,Ts ,to us far m':i"'cfc1ei,Jh'"ilii..jvTarcK~har:e.s, ~~ 
the threat of oil-sanctions_against Italy has wo 
been'revived. "Nothing could be bettercal~ 
culat"ed· to thwart those chances of an early 

7611. Twice Nightly. 6.30 and 9, 

END THEATRICAL 
REVOLUTION! 

Their example this Easter compels 
national attention to the common problem 
of the Regular Army and its Civic Reserve 
under the voluntary system. On all hands 
that problem is now admitted to be grave 
and urgent. Recruiting, whether for the 
Army or the Territorials, is in a bad way. 
What is wrong cannot be put right unless 
public opinion itself is roused to get a plain 
grip of facts and remedies~._-·~-· .----" 
__ ~ ..... * ........ ~.-~-~~-~~."'.v~- -'""*'" ':; 

Ethiopian settlement which would oth~~1'~
wise have ·been particularly promising; and 

:OCHRAN'S £25.000 REVUE. 
.LOW THE SUN." 

SHOWI SAME GREAT STARS I 

I' HALF PRICE. 
1L6~p"~~O )9.L?!_~!1~!-tax~_ 

Temple Bar 0404. 
l tS., To"morrnw & Wed .• sat., 2.30. 

The needs of the Regulars and the 
Citizen Force are equally pressing. Other~ 
wise the two aspects of recruiting are quite 
difl'erent. As regards the professionals, it 
is mainly a matter of finding money. As 
rega~ds the Volunteers, it is as essentially 
a matter of finding time. 

to protract the misery to the utmost, Nor J 

does the mischief cnd there. An accom- E~ 
plished Ministerial journalist, often inti- m] 
mately informed, writes from Geneva, in ~: 
the "Daily Tclegraph" of yesterday, that,b 
thc alternatives are capitulation to the Bi 
DUCE or enforcement of a ban on Italy: - h~ 

"The first involves an admission that the .~ 
collective security system cannot prevail E 
against a powerful and determined aggres~ h~ 
SDr. The second [the italics are oursfl·.' 
involves positive action which may lead to ' 
war in the Mediterranean." 
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B~T PLAY I I 7~J:l !'A9N,'rH). 
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# THAT JACK BUILT. 
,n, Jlmmy Jan"", I"r.nk Randle. Take fIrst the auestion of time and the 
•. '.1 Bmk". ICV"'., B.30. Wed., oat., 2.30. Territorials. Th';y are not out for more 
I'; TO¥MQR.ROW (J:o.:ASTI-::n MONDAY). Wh I -.,...rr.M_ • ...II.n,a"--~2..:-.!t..-~revents arge numbers of 
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__ .... ".,.,:~;,~;,;;;.::;;:::::~;:c:L~--·""in~~:;:·iiiJg {i,~~l:~·~il'~· ~ ··-'·"-X·~I.:!.>:;;r.-·'.·ri'_..:ro'(i" ..... .,.. Q i, I 'i;;'itr,;"~t 
_._ N,clwl" Hannrn. _ _ C"arl" ""lop. ting time to attend drills and camps. In In what paradIse of stark folly are the' ,A.~enc~ 
l'OLISEuM.Trm,narz)J61.W('d.s.,sals"{V.EaSl.MOn,,z.30 ' d'? S h" . tl M d't \br\4ken ,J Evemnr.' "I r;.~c, anrl 'I p.m. this connection the public-spirited action reammg. uc a war In le e 1 eI- : l'kel tI 

THE SIDE.SP]'J';:"~Yi(~N1'{mTgAJ?NsEp~RTJNG FARCE. of LORD ROTHERMERE and other em- ranean" would precipitate general war and 1\ 1 Y 
LUPINO LA",""-.Cl,U'Jo'Olm MOL1.IS2!' ... _.__ ployers who grant a fortnight's extra holi- a world-smash. If this. propositi.on w,.e .. re " , 

C
OMEDY, EVENINGS 8.00, Tu .. I"ri., ?.30. Will, 2578. F QVVR ',n PERFORMANCF;S. day to those of their employees who join put before the country, It would mstantly lrom: 

LEONORA C0nB"~I!:'~;;'~lDEJ~(~~~.E;'/1L]'IAM pOX In the TerriiGrials and attend summer camp repudiate the policy and destroy MR. BALD- I. both of; 
.... .. .. ";:"~,";,;"~,~;~; .... ~o.[:,:":;.;;;;,, i, ,n ,"mple whieh, if widely 'oUnwed, wm', Gove,,=,n'.. '1]>, 'tm~~~~f:'J~': r~~:", 
CRITERION. . - ThU':'.- nexl.- 8:1 s:-·,~. and we refuse to doubt it, will be of incal- qe,l1eva _ seems. to have become tne:@ps.t i in retur,' . 

(Whl. 3844.) hl Mat., Sat. nexl, ~.30. (hen Tues .. Sat. culable se:'vice to the nation. fatal of all th.e influences adversc.Jo pe~. cP.. ' , Wn. ds . il. 
MAHY CLAHE in d ""-C AFTER OCTOBER, * .. * ~n . ,provocahve. 0[* wa*L ./ :.:,! lh~~~~ 
by RonNEY ACKI~AN[). But * \ Grlnll')l JONES. another point is important. The' BALDWI 

Iris BAKEn, Peler GODPRICY. [)Iana BE!,UM~'I',_ right type of recruit for the Territorials You cannot begin to check the drift ',~o- \ leave a DA~Y'S.-(Gcr~-~l "7.;- EVGS .. -B~Co.- ·WED., SAT., 2.30. wants to be a real Cl·tl·zen Soldl'er and not a wa):ds.general m. isfortune-you cannot take dev.elop· 
Exlra Matinee To-morrow. 2.30, . t d k' d f THE DANII;L MAYI':n COMPANY d d a s ep towar s any m 0 sane European the nex prcse~;s N~~~I~~~! l;:-~NT resse -up sham. He will not join unless r~adj.ustment-~l1!\l . .t.he .Ethiopia~<.Cf}1Y*iod 

ST. HELENA. he has facilities for attending his weekly fhct IS brought to an end on a baSIS con- breaK-~ 
__ ~.~.~.y!:ct~';;';J b~nilEil~A.r~~s~: CASALIS. evening parade and some. week-end camps si~teht=·wi~h:Ita!Y's··p.osition:"asa· Great'""--'-~ 
DUCHESS. calherln''-:;;;;'-e';, ",:0:-2-. -TEM~243. besIdes the annual trammgs. Employers 'Power deClSlVely successful'm arms. . 'A EVGs"I''k'l~~N '0Ji['tl;~'§ul~8i;I~~'£'n ~'I~~ (Smoklngl. should see well to it that these facilities are seftlemetlt has to be"reacheu in'the'spirit 

NIGHT MUST FALL granted' and that obstacles are not put in of the Hoare - ~aval pl.an, miserably 
IN 

MAY WHl'ITY ANGELA BADDELEY th" wrecked by a fatUlty of mIsJudgment. The, 
.. WE HAVE NF:V~ AN AUDIENCE e. way, a~ sometImes happens, by .sub- terms now would have to be less favour- I It is i;lg~r~ A~IJlltlsL~!f A 'J.~.J'ETgfi:Illcrii'ri ordmates WIth a n~rrowe~ VleW of busmess able to the NEGUS and to the broken' questio l~'!r'lli~DR~XrI~liti?ill~itrB'[~'~'LN':!f and a poorer pubhc spmt. " empire" of the Amhara over that large full m 

_Tlte Bllsl.nder. ., * '" Ethiopian .majority of other races whom' .sinistel 

DUKE OF YORK'S-. --IT-';~;:--B~r5122)----Sm-;'ki~". Financially, the fIrst principle is that th~ they have no moral or rational claim to up by i .JAv~~'n.s .•. 30. .~;~~. Wed. and ;:,a;n.,~~~E Territorial shall not be out of pocket as rule. The terms will become still less posed ' 
NEWCOMB. CADlCI.L. MARS. favourable the longer that settlement i" mOEe.1 

CHILDREN, TO BLESS YOU! now for serving his country. That delayed. .... Europ~ 
.. A rolllcklng. rackety, clever comcdy"-M. Post. hindrance to recruiting is far yet from . ---"'":.~' s{ructi' EM-iASSY;~}~~"ci~~'~~hUE~~;~6~~O-P;::;;;';;'c ~211. being fully remedied, though recent con- , .. ," ·\.-.. -· .. , .... ·~,·,,-I·f:-· .. "'-·'... .. /'lasnng 

~ .. ==. ___ --'"By !.:rlKor Middlelon. . cessions have gone some of the way. Last OIL-SANCTIONS AND WAR-TALK 
GAIETY. 'LESLUCHICNSON, but not least, the notorious and even propos 

There have been bitter squabbles b,ehind as the) 
the scenes with some rasping exchanges in prejud 
public. MONSIEUR FLANDIN demands th,at that, v 
the British. Governmen.,t shall face what obscur 
he calls the logic of its own policy-that part 0; 
Sanctions shall be applied both to Ger- lristeal 
many and Italy or to neither. A few short \ ferred 
months ago, some Ministeri<!l journals in il:pl'~11 
this country were arguing still that if Sane- priicti1 
tions were successful against the Fascist Disad 
State, they could be used later against the than t, 
Nazi Reich. But for this bright idea, the prehel 
coercion of Italy would never have been world 
attempted. Neither France, nor Soviet teeth.' 
Russia, nor the Little Entente coul.d have the vi. 
been brought into line .. Now MR. Ej)Ei' Russi! 
r:ejects indeed the stark insa!lity·of. Sanc- in thei 
tions-'againsCGermany; "but"C!ings to the to ob! 
lioI)('!less '-policyof"trying·to" coerce Ital'y guaraJ 
at the risk of Mediterranean w!ir and the ern El 

AGAIN. 
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* >:< ... 

The problem of reinforcing the Regular 
ranks is of still more urgent concern but 
a simpler issue. As we said, it i~' a ~lain 
matter of money, Take the vulgar details 
as they concern men's lives. The private 
soldier, in addition to his keep, receives 14s. 
a week. By stoppages for necessary ex
penses-clothing, washing, hair-cutting, 
and the like-this sum is reduced to some
thing between 10s. at the most and 5s. at 
the least. How can you have satisfactory 
recruiting on these terms? They do not 
compare too favourably with the scales of 
unemployment assistance. world-smash: of th .. * * _ .. _ ...... , ......... ,. .. *_*-*_._ .... __ ... . ..... ~.. Yugo· 

The key of the recruiting que fon for /". ' name . . SI. . I "An Englrshman," says the pungent old :harsh 
the Regular Army IS a substantial nse m. Turkish proverb "will burn. his bed to' A 
pay. Next to this comes the need for en-'. catch a flea," ' f ustr; 
larging widely the excellent work of the '-------... ____ ...... --!.*-~.,-.-... ".......... t~~~il 
Vocational Training Centres in fItting men The FOREIGN SECRETARY feels himself Britis 
for civilian jobs after leaving the service. obliged in the peculiar name of the League catior 
Another and a lively aid would be the pro- to use peremptory and even minatory lan- chief!: 
vision of a smart walking-out uniform for guage such as British policy never has and. n 
every soldier addressed before to any Great Power with Whlc1 '* * * which we were even nominally at peace. both~ 

His speeches last week reiterated the 
In the armed world of to-day freedom words" must" and" immediately." It is a 

without"strength cannot stand .. We must disastrous vocabulary for the interests of 
fInd the money required' to . filr up the peace whether local or general. The British 
Regular ranks .and to expand largely the spokesman denounced the Italian use of 
Territorial Force. Neither aspect of the poison-gas. The thing is unutterably hate-ful. The conflict was bound to be intensi.- In 

MACCLESFIELD SILK DRESSE~-
in 122 pattern:'! and shades, inchldin~ lupin blue, kAf 
green. lilac, etc.) 10 mea:>urc from 2Sl'i· 6d, Selections 
!lent on approval. Write for catalogue and pRttern~. 

recruiting question can be shirked further tied to the utmost when the Hoare-Laval 
by public opinion any more than by the proposals were wrecked. What on earth 
Government, if the voluntary system of else did the British Government expect'! 
national defence is to survive in this The way to put an end to all the horrors 
country. was to bring the struggle itself to a speedy. 
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lY" APRIL 12, 1936. 
HERR I-IITLER's.The French reply was 
issued in Paris last Wednesday. It is an 
elaborate and astonishing document such 
as none but a weak Government on the 
eve of an election could produce. There 
is only one thing to be said about it. lE 
the German proposals were defective, the 
French proposals are impossible. They'''do 
not' serioudi pretend to be' anything else. 
Half the document in terms of L<;aguc 
lOgiC negabves the German thesis at every 
point. The other half is an excursion into 
cloud-cuckoo-Iand. It contains'the counter
scheme' of what are called "peace pro
posals." They arep,thgr"an ,electioneering 

TIlE ,VORLD: 'VETI 
BY,VEElt I 

V 

s 

BREAIC? 
CHOICE. 

PE ACE-1\i[AICIN G ~ 

, . 
f l 

G-SANCTIONS. ,prospectus:-'T11ey are ,a' J'!n.t§lsti'c'farra
gq 

of the mo~t hopeless exaggerations "that 
have .been preached at any time by iw
practicable zealots in the abused name of 

_ ... -
Leo pold von Hoesch. 

The GEHMAN AMBASSADOR died sudd 
on Friday at the untimely age of fifty, 
No diplomatist of our time had a h" 
thing to do than fell to him. He d 
and did it well. Quiet, accomplished 
suave, he was the very man to sooth 
raw and ugly temper that crossed 
Rhine from both sides. He went to 
at the worst phase of Franco-Germa 
feeling in 1921. It was in large me 
due to his historic good sense and 

AND 
PE. 

l~ASTERN/\\;\ 
\ 

the League. 
,,-,." ", *!/< * 

The present map of Europe is to be 
stereotyped for twenty-five years. For that 
period all revision of the territorial lines 
established by the war-treaties shall be 
forbidden. For the same period, it is pro
vided. that plaintiff nations like Germany, 
Austna, and Hungary~thOugh they are not 
expressly mentioned-shall be kept under 
armed restraint. And how is all this to 
be done? Within the common framework 
of the League there is to be a series of 
regional pacts or alliances to compel the 
maintenance of the status quo. 

feeling that the atmosphere changed 
that of the Ruhr occupation in 19231 
signature of the Locarno Treaty in 
The STRESEMANN-BRIAND spirit owed 
to him. It is our. common tragedy t1 
hIS last years so good an influence 
smothered. We salute the passing ( 
of the best men of our time. BOTII vVORLDS." 

,ARVIN.) 
lose as the DUCE-and this is certain-was 
hen prepared to do. "What about 
lbyssinian atrocities?" asks MONSIEUR 
[LANDIN. 

*** 
; MR. EDEN tells Italy, in eITect that she 

'

''must ", stop the war, and stop it at once 
.... ? This, needless to say, was regarded 

Geneva as a renewed threat of oil
\nctions. We are even told that they will 
\ mooted next Thursday-while most of 

*** 

Britain and Geneva. 
A week of increased confusiol 

ushered in by another House of Cor 
debate on foreign policY· What 
Government's foreign policy? On NI 
when he spolw, MR. EDEN had the C 
proposals in front of him and kne 
French proposals were about to be 
He knew that Italy had ceased t( 
any opposition in Abyssinia. He 
that Italy was an indispensable p 
the "Locarno ", talks in London 
Geneva. Yet in his speech he reve 
his old emphasiS upon the Covenan 
League and" collective security." \' 
by design or by habit, he thereby 
every real issue that faced him. 

Colonies and Mandates. 

,~ Cabinet is on holiday. What tone \;t ld be more certain to frustrate its pur
,'oe; to prolong the slaughter; and to doom 
'!at is left of the Amhara "empire," for 
;lich neither Britain nor any other coune, really means to fight'? Addressed to a 
Il~at and proud nation in arms under a 
III who is among the most determined 
d inspiring leaders in modern history, 
Is method of high-handed' challenge' and 
romons has been the vice and bane and 
'ght of the Sanctionist mania from the 
t~inning. It began with a light-headed 

; mble on the assumption that SIGNOR 
,,~JSSOLINI was blul1ing and that his bluff 

On these lines, in a word, France and 
Soviet Russia would be ensured of a per
manent dominance in and over Europe 
through the " European Commission," 
whereon a ruling two-thirds majority 
would be ensured to them by the votes of 
those smaller nations who arc the most 
obstinate in clinging to the letter of the 
war-treaties and resisting any change in the 

MR. NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN on 
made, at any rate, one realistic si 
on the Government's behalf. In al 
the generally prevalent faith in 
" superiority complex," he' did tw' 
He distinguished between eolor 

mandated territories. British eolc 

British.' It has not been suggef 

any of them be given up, nor wou 
suggestion be entertained. Manda 
tories are not Britain's to give up 
League makes no provision for a 
It is well to have at least one thin 

. At the head of this system there shall be, 
lf you please, a neW paramount authority, 
the European Commission. Superseding 
the authority of the respective States 
concerned, this body, ruling over Wes
tern and Eastern Europe alike, shall 
be conveniently. operated by a majority 
of two-thlrds of ltS members. The States 
shall " specially provide and per
manently m~intain military, aerial, and 
naval forces, to be held at the disposal of 
the Commission. It shall thus be able to 
exert its authority at need by "Sanctions 
reachmg as far as force." Where there is 
any nation-Germany is meant, though not 
mentioned-whose natural strength might 
be a danger to weaker neighbours the 
armaments of that nation shall be particu-
larly limited. 

a\uld be called. 

1~ 
~ Ill. 
1~ 'AN INTERIM BALANCE-SHEET 1 
oiAt this rate the political situation in 
m~ypt will become worse as surely as the 
t'~ll1tary sltuatlOn of the NEGUS and his 
'.l tley "empire." The main strength of 
1 c British Fleet wiliremairi locked up~'at 

)JUie ,further end of the Mediterranean. 
:hiritain' and France will remain at logger
:-1:ads. Germany and Italy will draW 
thlgether. Our" navar"situation in the 

status quo. ' 

VI. 

The French Plan. 
Paris published its memorandun 

nesday. In Part 1. it reviewed ev' 
March 7, and combated the Gen 
ment about LocarnO and the RI 
Part n. outlined a system of 
Europe for twenty-flve years. 
therein deemed to be " a eharacl 

"editerranean, the highway of the British 
ratnpire, will never again be as safe as it 
:C%.l d been since QUEEN ANNE. ,. 
lrs 
Lt * * * ,,' 

Renewed talk of oil-sanctions causes in
/ ',:,'''''ipc", dissension among the Latin-

" l . --.1. ! -1~),~ 

1 "IT CANNOT GO ON LIKE TI-lIS." gional unit." The central purp 
i The French proposals are already dead maintenance of the territorial , 
and 'not 'only that. The:rhave' be'en"damned for twenty-five years, secured b 
as well as killed by the devastating ridicule of machinery first proposed in f 
lri WhlCh Paris has vied with Berlin. These Protocol of 1924. The whole 
ideas may be summed up as "collectlVe within the League. Mutual sccuri~y" gone. mad. But once for-all-they agains~ aggression,. specified. in 
show the Bntish' Government and the a mlhtary commltment, lS 
British people what is implied by the im- machinery proposed. , 
_~=~'ol1-"le;;(lI;q:l" p1--~" ~,,~J-,l;~" ~~r"r1?" , . ~'" .. '. ' ID Jinn:llUIP' U<lnll , o,l <lwg lluq v '"" uO~~:"" ",-·'ii,~~:;;p~M<;·r 1<'l!um'.Aa 

<lUl SI iiururo( lUOJ): U·' :001"1\ ,,{,.tiO 91£ "~s: w:,L 'wn: . am ~~~~ QU,lttlv' .. ' 'uau~iHSilOti;1t ____ _ .. _ M........ 1l0Xla °ta?'. .......... - _ ... 
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,,*.*."" 
:enewed talk of oil-sanctions causes in
'l2.i.D1. ,l dissension among the" Latin
lerican nations. Ecuador has already 
,ken away and two others at least are 

III WllH:l1 r-urlti nas VIed Wlth .Herlln. These 
ideas may be summed up as "c:ollectiv:e 
security" gone mad, But once for all they 
show the British' Government and the 
British people what is implied by the im
possiblE; logic of that'rumbling jal'gon
sounding and hollow as a drum. 

rlUt.UCU.l U1 .t;:}L.'i. .tIle "\vnOle IS lrameCl 
within the League. Mutual assis~ance 
against aggression, specified. in deta11 ~y 
a military commitment, is the mam 
machinery proposed. 

The Conflicting Cases. 
German opinion gave as prompt and as 

whole-hearted a disapproval to the French 
proposals as French opinion gave to the 
German proposals exactly a week before. 

'li' * * ely to follow. 

*** 
"rom Soviet Russia and Rumania-for 
:.h of whom Abyssinia is a pawn in the 
me by' comp'arison with their own 
erests-we could get oil-sanctions only 
return for calamitous commitments of all 
ld, Eastern Europe. They are un
nk c. They would be repudiated by 
2 country. They would bring down MR. 
.LDWIN'S Government. There we must 
lve an unprecedented imbroglio to its 
velopments one way or ,the other du~ing 
e next few days. l..!,llless these incred1ble 
,:J;h"rls are alteredthe'se"q~eImu'st l?ethe 
ea i of'the League as 1t now eX1sts. 

Thus far this afTair might seem rather 
farcical than tragic, Not so. This case is 
another example of the manner in which, 
at Geneva, as never before in the world's 
annals, the mingling of hopeless hallucina
tion with tenacious' obstruction prompted 
by disguised self-interest-i.t gauze,cove.r -
ing,nakedness can .. be called, disguise-:-pre
vents at every turn the work of true states-
manship; and now tends too plainly at 
every crisis to shuffle or plunge from bad 
to worse. The methods that killed dis
armament would kill world peace, too. 

From London to Geneva. 
The League's Committee of Thirteen met 

in Geneva on Wednesday. It d1d one good 
thing. France had demanded a formal 
meeting of the non-German Locarno 
powers to " establish" Germany's default. 
Britain had resisted that demand on the 
main ground that it invited trouble., In
stead the Committee of Thirteen gave the 
oppo;tunity for an informal meeting 6f the 
Locarno powers at Geneva. The distinc
tion on this occasion between formal and 

IV. 
IN CHANCERY AND NO ISSUE. 

It is the same with regard to greater 
lestions. They have reappeared in their 
III magnitude as a result of the whole 
nister process of widening disturbance set 
iJ by Sanctions. The League as now com
)sed ,and manip1.1hiled tenos ~ore and 
tore to become. a.portentous 'obstacl'etq 
u.l'op~ea'fi"re~e!t1e:r:nent and tc? every coI)
r~(:t1Ve policy. for the mam tenance of 
lstingpeace. 
'~"."':-M"_' * * * 

*** 
Geneva noW provides unique facilities, 

for thwarting common sense. It helped 
directly to bring about the worst conceiv
able results from its own point of view in 
Manchuria and China. In the same way it 
has bedevilled the Abyssinian question to 
the utmost. But for that this African war 
-:originally pi'ovoked' by' Abyssinia acting 
as a bad neighbour and counting on im
punity as a member' of the League~would 
nave been localised, limited, and ended long 
ago. Instead, you have the direst conse
quences for Abyssinia proper; the most un
pleasant difficulties in Egypt; the aliena
tion of Italy; the advantage of Germany; 
the increased disturbance and jeopardy of 
Europe from end to end; the climax of 
rearmament. . .... -

informal talks had its importance. It left 
the doors open. The Locarno powers 
decided to put questions to Germany about 
her memorandum, France reserving her 
discretion on the question of Germany's 
Rhine fortifications. 

Conciliation and Oil. 

And but for the name of the' inadequate 
League-which at present speaks for only 
three Great Powers out of seven, and dis
cordantly even for the three-it would 
have been unthinKable for French states
men, even though belonging to a weak 
Government and amidst the temptations 
and embarrassments of an electioneering 
campaign, to put forward, in an earnest 
hour l2,roposals which waste time, spread 
,confUSIOn, 'and throw back every practical 
purpose:'" , . 

In the doctrine according to MR. EDEN 
oil has again belied its proverbial use on 
troubled waters. Since Wednesday the 
Committee of Thirteen, whose theoretic 
business it is to encourage the belligerents 
in Abyssinia to make peace, has been 
speculating upon the chance of an arm1S
tice. An armistice is the first step towards 
peace. An invitation was to be sent to Rome 
in that sense and an answer invited-by 
when? April 21 was favoured by France. 
That day happens to be the anniversary of 
the foundation of Rome. A good date for 
the purpose. Alas! MR. EDEN fought 
M. FLANDIN and contrived to have the 
date altered to April 16. MR. EDEN also 
contrived to make- some threat about fur
ther sanctions, to encourage Italy! The 
immediate result is hope deferred by a 
stingless threat. 

The Further Prospect. 
The result is, indeed, still more deplor

able. Where finesse was needed, the old 
crude issue was again emphasised: 
whether to' parade the failure of Geneva's 
collective system, or to invite war in the 
Mediterranean? It is the better part of 
diplomacy to evade, not to court, danger. 

HERR HrrLER,for instance, has made his 
roposals. Last week we examined them 
s they demand-fairly and coolly; without 
rejudice and without illusion. We showed 
hat, with all their faults, omissions, and 
bscurities, they offered a basis-or at least 
,art of a basis-for serious negotiation. 
nst' 'i, HERR HITLER finds himself re
er. to Geneva..::.that" is, to 'im intermin
,bie l[Oyriiill1of"procediIfeTfom: which no 
Iractica:rs6lution can ever emerge. So the 
)isarrriament Commission sat 'for more 
han ten years, until its objects were com
lrehensively frustrated and the whole 
.vorld was armed, or re-arming, to the 
ee France at once prepared to invoke 
,he ,101e paraphernalia of the League, 
!{ussia and the Little Entente did the same 
n their strenuous and even desperate desire 
la obtain, under the Covenant, a general 
,;uarantee of their own territories in East
"rn Europe. In addition, the three nations 
()f the Little Entente-Czecho-Slovakia, 
Yugo-Slavia, and Rumania-seek in the 
name of the League to perpetuate that 
harsh domination over their neighbours, 
Austria and Hungary, which they derive 
from the unrevised and unmitigated war
treaties of seventeen years ago. The 
British Government encourages the invo
cation of Geneva for other reasons, but 
chiefly as a means of supporting that mystic 
and misty principle of " collective:!llocurity': 
which'rio'one on earth' can define in terms 
both'praCtical and desirable.' 

V. 
THE FRENCH LEAGUE-PLAN

" CLOUD-CUCKOO-LAND." 

*** 
It cannot go on like this. The coming 

inescapable questlOn is whether a League 
which can only speak for three Great 
Powers out of seven shall revise its COD
~tit.~,tion,_ and_ change)ts_methods ,or break 
up altogether. W1thout reconstruction 
from top fo bottom under the terms of a 
deeply modified Covenant, it cannot survive. 
As we said, there is no possible exit on 
present lines. On existing conditions Ger
many will not rejoin and Italy will not re
main. On the other hand, the large 
majority of the League will never accept 
HERR HITLER'S idea of isolated treaties of 
non-aggression instead of more positive 
security by wider compacts of mutual 
assistance for defence. 

*** 
In these circumstances it is as clear as the 

sun that the British Government, if it 
means to make any practical progress at all 
with the causes of general peace and safety, 

In the swing of an electioneering cam
paignto be decided three short weeks 
hence, the French Government at least 
could not wait. They set themselves 
feverishly to draw up their own justifica
tion and their own project in retort to 

will have to work for some time outside 
Geneva. With respect to Italy, France, 
and Germany alike, we shall have to return 
to the more sober and confidential methods 
of diplomacy during the next few months 
if the League itself is to be saved-or 
peace either. 

Disfranchising the Native. 
We cannot pretend to congratulate the 

Union of South Africa on disfranchising 
the native vote. Nothing can be done about 
it but the fact remains that Cape Colony 
o~ly came into the Union on condition that 
the natives retained their political rights, 
and th!se have now been abolished. 
GENERAL SMUTS has assented to the HERT
ZOG policy, but without enthusiasm; .MR. 
HOFMEYR, another member of the Cabmet, 
voted against it "whatever the political 
consequences to myself." A courageous 
act that will not be forgotten. 

The Viceroy's Farewell. 
LORD WILLINGDON has made his last 

speech at Delhi. The departing Viceroy is 
able to look back on a diflicult, but success
ful, term of office. He leaves India more 
peaceful than he found it, and conse
quently more prosperous and happy. For 
such favourable omens as attend his suc
cessor and the new Constitution which he 
is to inaugurate, some at least of the credit 
must go to LORD WILLINGDON'S proved tact 
and patience. 
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