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GERMANY IN THE
WEST

SIEGFRIED TACTICS

HOW DEFENSIVE THEORY
HAS DEVELOPED

¥rom a Military Correspondent

There are two charactegistics which dis-
tinguish German military theories whether of
strategy or tactics. In the first place, they arc
invariably simple; in the second, they are in-
variably held until they 'are  overwhelmingly
disproved., The German military mind, like the
German scientific mind, is not as a rule specu-
lative. It risks the dunger of missing some-

‘thing new of valuc; but it rarely risks that of

toying with the unprofitable or that of doubt
and indecision whether or not it has followed
the right course. iis decision taken, it gocs -
forward stcadily on the line selected. it adapls
here, adds there, discards at a thicd point. But,
short of suffering a catastrophe, it does not turn
back ‘upon its course and stary anew, 0T
In the realm of stralegy the mishaps of the
invasion of France and Belgium in 1914 have
not caused the Germans ‘to abandon their,
universal strategic panacea: envelopment, if
possible, double envelopment, that s, of
both of the opponent's flanks. Still less
is it likely that they have abandoned (he
tactical theories which served them so well for
a 12-month from the spring of 1917 (o that of
1918, and which they may well believe sub-
sequent cvents did nothing to disprove. The
historical method is therefore a valuable key
to preseni-day tactical theories, to the manncr
in which the Germans are likely to hold their
Western delences, and, indeed, to the. nature
of those defences, in spirit and conception if
not in actual terms of concrete and tank-traps.
This is all the more so because the occasional
glimpses which have been vouchsafed of these
delences accord with the natural development
of the defences of 1917 and 1918.
|

BACK TO 1915

To findthe origin of these theories we must
go back Tarther stifl, to the ycar 1915, At that
period’ certain  junior German staff officers
hegan to guestion Lhe soundness of the methods
of delence then in force. Against modern
weapons, said one of them, Lieutenani-Colonet
Bauer, it had been found that the attack
sullered enormous losses: but, what had not
so far beenorealized was that defence as
hitherlo conceived also involved very heavy
casualtics which would be vastly swollen with
incieased production of artillery and ammuni-
tion. Another staff oflicer, Captain Geyer, got
hold of some IFrench instructions for defence in
depth for small units and adapted them
theoretically to divisions and army corps, The
essence of his scheme lay in the disposition of
the defensive troops, most of which were (o be
held in reserve and-—this was the vital lactor-—
outside the effective range of hostife artillery, in
readiness for a counter-attack.

Meanwhile others, among them a certain
Captain Rohr, were examining the possibilitics
of the offepsive by means of a process which
.\I(crwardc becamc famous under the title of

“infiltration.” A succession of waves of ad-
vancing lroops was to exercisc a continuous for-
ward pressure, Where, in a section of the de-
fence which had been pulvcrﬂed by bombard-
ment or where the ground was especially favour-
able (o the attack, a break-in was achieved, the
supports coming up from the rear were-to help
the detachment which had hrokcn in, and on no
account to bull their heads against centres of
resistance still holding out. Every effort, especi-
ally shooting to a flank, was lo be made to
enlarge the breach. It was exactly the natural
process of the incoming tide. Where the sea

quickly. Thrown back by rocks and the highest
parts of the beach, it presses on past them and:
between them. In due time it engulfs them.

WILDERNESS PROPHETS

As the suggested method of defence was (o
be based on the counler-altack, it was timely
that this suggested method ol attack should have
been cvolved more or less simultancously.
Delence and atlack, in fact, called for similar
treatment, as was proved by the fater evolution
of almost precisely similar dispositions for both.

which these carly prophets based their lesson,
for delence as well as for attack.

mani hawavar thov wers aranhste

meets least resistance there it advances most °

Depth and mobility were the two principles upon -
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aflcrwards bccame famous under the title of

“infiltration.” A succession of waves of ad-
vancing troops was to exercise a continuous for-
ward pressure,  'Where, in a section of the de-
fence which had been pulverized by bombard-
ment or where the ground was especially favour-

supports coming up'from the rear were to help

account to butt their heads dgamst centres ‘of
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ally shooting 1o a’ flank, was to be made .to
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process of the incoming tide, Where the 'sea

quickly, Thrown bacK by rocks and the highest

between them. 1n due time il engulfs them.

;] WILDERNESS PROPHETS

As the suggested method of defence was to
‘| be based on the counter-attack, it was’ timely
that this suggested method of attack should have,
been .cevolved more or less. simultaneously.
Defence and attack, in fact, called {or similar
treatment, as was proved by Lhe fater evolution
.ol almost precisely similar dispositions for both.

which these early prophets. based their lesson,
{or defence as well as for atlack.

For the moment, however, they were prophets
in the wilderness. The Battle of the Somime was
fought in the old way, without moblhty ot
depth, by means of a rigid lincar method of

o dclcncc In consequence the losses were

‘enormious and the shock to the German Army
was such that the leaders on the spot- declared
with one voice that a repetilion was not to-be

this terrible in-fighting his subordinates virtu-
ally compelled ' Ludendorfl, now in supreme
control, to authorize the great wilhdrawal to the
‘f)«?sitio‘n‘ known-10 us:as: the:* Hindenburg
Line.” By this move he saved his troops from a _
second Somme and shortened his front. But,
what was equally lmporlanl he was able to put

1

hostile’ interference the theories which he had
adapted. from the studies of lhe staff officers
mentioned above.
‘ True, he was nol parucularly succcssful to
begin with and -was dealt a tremendous blow .
by the British attack at Arras on April 9,-1917.
But, immediately after the opening of that
battle he dispatched’ (0 the scene of action a
certain, Colonel Fritz von ' Lossberg, who ‘was
to be the general-utility man in all the most
difficult roles for the rest of the War, and who
must, from the practical point of view, be re-
garded as the creator of modern German defen-
sive tactics. Colonel von_Lossberg immediately
lrans[ormed the faulty system which he found
in operation. Then he went north to face the

| Allied offensive in Flanders and there perfected

the methods which had served him so well in
the later stages of the battle of Arras. Under
his influence defence became zonal instead of
linear, and the defensive zone became extra-"
ordinarily deep. Take, for example, the organi-
zation of a divisional front in Flanders at the
opening of *“Third Ypres” on July 31, 1917.
The total depth was some 10,000 yards, dxv;ded
into a forward zone, a battle zone, a rearward
battle zone, and two zones for mobile reserves,
known rcspecuvcly as the * Fredericus Rex ™
and *“ Triarii ” areas, with_reference to tactics
of old wars borrowed for the purposes. of the
scheme. The whole system was based on the
counter-attack. Slrong points, machine-gun
nests, concrete “ pill boxes,” even the far-
famed ¢ Hmdenburg Line ™ itself, became no
more than items; they did' not compose the
system  itsclf. And it can be said with

some confidence -that the samc applics to
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endured.  To -avoid being subjected again to

into eftect on virgin ground and far away from .
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the new Siegfried-Stellung by which
Germany’s Western frontier is defended. . PR
N Naturally, the Allies acquired masses
of information about the development of
the German defensive battle; but the
British at least failed to understand "it.| - ! ..
We have it on the authority of the British .y
Official - History (1918, Vol. D, by| EV,
Brigadier-General Sir James Edmonds, ;
that they took their whole defensive
. doctrine from one document,. which was, .
in fact, copied almost word for word. Un-|
fortunately for them, this document dealt
only with construction of defences, not
with disposition of troops. Il made no
references {o the organization for counter- The
ailtack within the battle zone, and it| Londc
omitted a vital factor, the placing of a|(he op
counter-attack division behind each pair the M
of front-line divisions. It was bones with- ;
oul flesh or spirit. pleted
As a consequence the British, when pre- | 27€¢ no
paring to meel the great German offensive Cha
of March, 1918, placed the bulk of their | move |
scanty forces in trenches and (ortifications | (he v
within effective range of the enemy’s

. ; . . ta :
medium artillery, and practically omitted | ken .
the organization for couater-attack. | 4% ?05‘

and n

There were no strong counter-attack
formations. (If it be urged that on the | cases,:
front of their Fifth Army counter-altack | The o
divisions were not available, it may be by enu
replied that the Germans had provided aid cer
for such a’ dilemma; they held back
" behind the battle zone one-third of the
strength-of the front-line division to take
its place.) In shoit; an attempt had been
made to copy, even slavishly, the German
clastic defence in depth, but owing 1o mis-
apprehension there was quite insufficient
depth and no elasticity, The result was
that an altogether undue proportion of
the delensive forces was destroyed by the
first blow. Everyone knows the sequel.
This misundetstanding and misapplica-
tion of a sound theory persisted through-
out the War. Indeed there is evidence
from recenl manuals which are available
to the public that they persist still. The
whole of the German (heory has-only re-
cently been laid bare by Caplain G. C.
Wyane, as a result of long and skilful his-
torical research. His conclusions have
been embodied in a series of réemarkable
articles which have been appearing in the
Army Quarterly.  They represent an
outstanding contribution to the science
of modern tactics and should be studied
by all whom they may concern or who
wish to take an intelligent inlerest in the
present situation. They not only reveal
the pature of the problem and what is
reasonably to be expected; they should
also have the cffect of clearing away mis-
conceplions which have ‘crept into our
own training.

)
THEIR OWN SYSTEM e
For this is not academic history. The | assistec
Siegfried-Stellung of Herr Hitler is the casualt
. development of the Siegfried-Stellung of arrang
Ludendorfl ‘and Colonel von Lossberg. C
Herr Hitler himself has said, “ We have . A
not a Maginot Line, but we have our gwn St B
system of defence.” Naturally no descrip- | 43 mo
tion of the organization of this new |©°f & 10
Siegfried-Stellung is available, but Ger- |0 be 1
. man manuals of instruction Lell the story “]'“k'
for who would read. :cmm{o
. Weapons have changed and the defen- | {he wo:
sive system has obviously "been adapted | intoa o
to meet the new conditions, In particular | departir
the depth of the successive zones has been '.‘[‘C.{“ ar
largely increased, and may now measure | :S“c‘m
as much as 15 miles in places, though this | three s
would depend upon the nature of the |on nati
country. The counter-attack divisions JV0'V9“.
have to be kepl not only out of the effec- n’g’:pll,lé”
tive range’ of artillery but also beyond | others s
. the manoeuvring capacity of heavy (anks, | treatme:
' They must likewise have time (o take cover | @n urse

from a heavy offensive from the air. [ Yjs "¢
Travellers in Germany during the ¢ during 1

of last September were surprised to notice | limited :
comparatively few troops near the fron-|of the |
tier, but large numbers over 15 miles | disistanc

. bg:hind it. These were the counter-attack of the b
divisions, mechanized and mobile, in their UNJ
. assembly positions. . Guy’s

Concrete trenches and [ortresses are an | were una

indispensable part of the system, bul they | ation.
- do_ not comprise the system itself, For | ¢losed «
irha . been bui
pérhaps hall the depth of the zone the have bet
attacker will be met by a series of posilions | ynqd pati
- which are actually oulposts, though very | been mu
powerful outposts, capable ol strenuous | has beer
resistance, It is when he reaches what | This trer

is_considered the main position that he ﬂ:nelym:h;

will have to fuce the really big, organized | ST

counter-offensive. evacnale

The system has its weaknesses, which wards 1

may be left for a further article, . and the

e ——— - | departm

e o post, is

GAS-PROOF KENNEL | hepro
pleted. - *
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BELLOWS WORKED BY THE | S

ANIMAL l\nslvilill‘

et

. The number of dogs and cats destroyed arrange
in the last week or two is believed by | that req
one of the animal welfare societics to run departn
into Jmllions. Some of the destruction | possibl
was inevitable, since persons officially | PHal !
neiia o] £ huilding
evacuated from London and other towns ing 3,00

- were nol permitted to take dogs or cats '






