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THE ARCIIDISHOPS' 

• COMMISSION 

UNITY OF SPffiIT 
H Doc/dlle in the Church 0/ ElIKlaml : 

The Report 0/ /he .commission Oil Chrislian 
Docfrine appoj,lted by tire ArcldJislrops of 

, Canterbury and York ifl 1922" is puhliJ/lcd' 
to-day. (S.P.C.K. 2._ 6d,) 

. A leller from Archbishop Davidson to' Dr. 
Burge, tileo' Bishop of O~ford ~nd first chalr
man of the Doctrinal ComnHssiOll, defined Il~ 

~ rderence as follows: -.-J-" To consider the nal~rc 
and grounds of Christian doclrine ,wi.th a VieW 
to demonstrating the extent o[ eXisttng a~rcc· 
ment within the Church of England and With a 

I view to invcstigating how far it is possible to 
remove or diminish cxi!;ting differences.", ' 

. The Commi!>sibn held its first mcetlllg In 

September, 1923; the preface to its Report is 
dated October I, 1937, After the death of 
Bishop Durge, Dr. William Temple, then Bishop 
of Manchester and noW Archbishop o[ York, 
succeeded to the chairmanship. Other mc~b~rs 
-died within the 14 years that the CommiSSIOn 

! was at work. The Report noW issued bears the 
[ .ignatures:-William Ebor: (chairman), F. R. 
} Darry, Henry Chelms(ord, 1. M. Creed, John 
\ Derby, John Glasgow and Galloway, L. W. 
1 Grensted Wilfred L. Knox, W. R. Matthews, 

Wailer "I. Moberly, J. K. Mozley, Oliver C 

I· Quick, C. F. Russcll, E. G. Sclwyn, Charles 1, 
Shebbeare, Will Spcns, V. F. Storr, A. E. Taylor, 

\ 

L. S, Thornton, Clement C. J. Webb. Thus Ihe 
Report is signed unanimously by al~ who we,re 
members or the Commission whc~ ~t cnde:' I~S 
work. Four appendices arC sUbJotn~d;. ,It IS 
stated that these are contributed by JIldtVldual 
members, but their names are not disclosed. 

DR. TEMPLE'S PREFACE 
The Archbishop of York begins his prdace 

hy emphasizing the ~pirit of friendship ~h~ch 
bound together the members o( the Comtnlsston 
in an increasing degree as their work proceed:d, 
and adds: .. That fael is closely connected WltJ~ 
the measure of agreement wc have reached. 
That measure he regard~ as U encouraging." 
In explanation of the character of the Reporl he 

writcs:- f 
Our terms nf rderence. n" ~et (Hit in th~ Icltc.r ,0 

Archbh>hor n~vid30n 10 Bi~!lOr ))\Irge, (h~1 not In· 
elude the qllCMion whAt VArletlel'; of doctrl!,c'lr ?f 
interprelAlinn arc to he regarded ::ts pernllsslh e In 
the "hurch of Enp,iAml. .•. H,cr~ end there h" 
memher or memhers of thc Commls~,on m::ty dOli ~ 
or even deny that the view held by one ?r Olore 0 
his colleagues can be rt"gar(\cd ~l'; Iheologlcally con~~ 
p~tible eitht"x' with Catholic doctrine or wilh,the ~r::tll!:. 
lion of the Church of En~land, ,\Od such a sltuatlnn I,., 
npparent Ilt some pnintl'; in the Report. . : . Wc hnvc 
interpreted our function oS solely theological and not 
in Any sensc judicial. ., ' 

Dr. Temo!c's prdace is follow~d by an " In- , ' 
troduction ,'I and .. Prolcgomen~, the latter oS'..;·, ~ ! ,':-:-i,:-,~\' -~~~J 
'whioh.end",.with~:mm6:·. resolutions on Assent, , ' 

Nos. 3 and 4 of which read:~ .' 
A~!'Ient to rMntularicc; and the use or htur~lcal 

lnnltl1at!e in puhlic wOf!'lhip ~hon!d be U!lderl';~ood t S 

!'Ii~nifYlOg ~eneral acceptance Without Imi?IYlOg It c· 
talle~ a::;~cnt to every phrase or propo!'lllOll t \us 

. -------~,<-l !:~:.. ,c' ,. " 
As:';t:!nt, fo rdrmularier;i And -the -use '0£ ',liturgicai'.' 

'r~'," .~i~~n~r~g~~~~~~~~l.·:c~~~~~~~~:~h~t~r~~,;~~;~ d~~, '~I)'\ :):,~) J,: .. 
;t8il~d" M~p~:·,lo~,CVc;ry.'t~P.l!.t~s~'?Jq~pr0P.9s1~t?!1'! l~l!!~.'.f;: .. ~.;~ .. :;i ':1 ( 
.c.mployed'"·"~l~·'~- '/,. ~~,~.;:: 'r" J'I\ "·,··l.trq: .... ".,gi';··'.·~;;:7 f~"";.\"I~· < ... ~ .y~ r .~.I'·Suhjcctf to the' nhove." 1\··membe{(of· ... 91e 'Church,:":.(~":' -: 

107234 t: "~~r~l~:-:~t:~' g:~~!~d~?~~l~~i~n,!~:i:~~~~~·!i:~~~~:~;:\~~.~v .. ~.,~ .~', I 

~ ,cnce from- the" tradition' "of''; the"Church: he'-has .... ",:'- : , 

L
' a,!'1sen!cd to formul~.rie~ ol'·m~ke~l'u~·9f",t~c C~~rc.I.~:8'. -;;",.> }:~./.,; .. :~. 

hturglcallanguagcHnt pllbUc':.worshIP,":'V'~(1,1{.t>l)'Vr'~Lrf~';\ i~. ", ,,---

r, "The main' par(o[ 'thc'Rej,~ri is' divided':into, ."'",';". ' . 
I: three principal'sections'devoted to:ihe doctrine •• 

of God and 0(' redemption. 'the Church and 
,"craments, and eschatology. The first occupies, 
57 pages, the second 103, the third 19, ,The, 
main ~ubdivisions of the first section, aro ',' God ,~\ 
and the World," .. The Fact, of Sin.'" and 
co Redemption in Christ." On the, subject 'of ( 
the Creation the Report observes: - . , 

No objection (0 a thcory or evolution can be drawn, " 
rront the two Creation narrativc!'! in Gen. i nnd ii,' . 
!IIincc it is llCnernlly np:reed aOlong educllted Chris~ 
tinn!' that lhe!;t: Are mytholop:it:RJ In orlp:in, Rnd that 
their value for us is symbolic rather than hisJorical.' 
And on ~ngcls and demo'ns:-';l ,,' . .;, "~""'.;,,:' ,t~~.~I_ :,'" 

To helieve 'positively. whether :on' the ground: or· ,", 
Scripture, or on (he (tround of tradition A!II inter'" 
'pretlll!t Scripture ami ns lenllinr wei~ht to an inhercrft' 
probability. in the exi!1tence 0 '~pintual beings otller',.·: 
than human, is in 110 way irrational., ' .,' 't':': 

'.,: 

I eo~i~~i~~~e!Vl~~t lil~\~Ckl~1G~:~~n f~(c~rt~~illtr~O~i~ hi!~:. ,.") 
to slI!;pcnd jud~ment on the point, or altcrnativey to' ~ "t, I 

~It,i~icl~'~ 1tit~~~;~~i~l~ ~~~~;dr l~r ;~C:~rsl~;~d °d~m~~~ '",', 
in n purely symbolic sense. ..1 j_~, . .'r.;.' ' 
ksimilar diversity of belief is accepted in regard' 
to mirac1es:-, '.,' ',.,.,', '.I" ',;: 

It j~ felt hy many that miracle hn~ a special value, 
in thAt it i~ a striking demonstration of the sub· 
ordination of the natural order to spiritnal ends. and. ' 
flrTord!; r~rlicl11ar points at which God's activity is \'., ' 
manite~te<l with speclnl c1adty nnd dil'cctnes~. On' 
the o~hcr hand. it is Lo be rccogni7.cd Uml many other8' ' , 
feel it to be more CO"gruou~ with the wisdom and . 

~iJ~~~ ~~R~~~ j~la~~~~r:e:~~a~!~iSL!~,h;t Nael~r~~" .'" 
should serve Hi!!. purpose without any need (or cxcep-· ' ' 
lions, on the physical' plane.' ' '. ..' < '~ "'. 

CONTROVERSIAi/,PQINTS:"'~' 
The second and third sections of.the Report :" 

i arc'those to' which readers will turn with special, 
interest, because thcy include points. of doctrine j' 

about which controversy' has been '.' kcen in-, 
o;odern times .. It will be found that the Report; 
discusses each of them carefully, adducing the 
various co'nsiderations < which ·have·to be laken' 
into account,' but seldom: attempting' to .decide 
between the rival views: '.To:Jetlve such quesR

' ',\' 

tions open was plainly the only course if the',. ' 
, Report was to receive the signatures of all, the 

mcmbers of the Commission .. , Concerning the . 
Virgin Birth of. Christ, for instance, the Report" 
after slating 11 the main: grounds!on ,which· the ," 
doctrine is valucd,"'continucs::--- ,,' I .• .' 1 ~ ,:," r 

Many of \I~ hold, accordingly, that belief in the' 
Wonl'till\de OC'!;h is integrally bound up with bclicfi', 
in Ihe Virgin. Girth, and that thi!l<wil1lncr~a~in!tly,bc." 

~~gl~~~ldihal ~hr~I~1 llrclie}li:~l~r hi~~;~n~~l~;:rn~~ -
tion i~ more consistent with Ihe suppo~ition that our', 
Lord'~ birth took place undcr the'normal condjtion~ 
or human ~encr8tion. • . .' We rcco~hize that both 
lhe views outlincd above !lre held by memben o( the 
Church, D!< of Ihe'Commi!<~ion. who fully acccpt thc' 

~~:U!y ocrlh~r ~~i~ri~~nr:IW1~Lion" Wl,lich is tbe, ~nl~al, 
1 So again in regard to Ihc'Resurrection,·which i~'. 

described as" the central fact in human history." 
Yet .j -, . , .. ~ ,t, " ',- '~,." .• ;, 

when (\ (nct is sOlclo~ely linked wilh such mo:mentous': 
and far-rc9ching issues in heaven and earth, it j5 not 
Sllrpdsinp:: Ihat opinion!' lihould diITer when lhe queF, 
tion is raised how much in Ihe record or it is derived. 

" from the sheer occllrre~cc of the fact itscH, and how" 
I. much IS due to the primllive interpretation of the fact' ~ 

i ~lllg~:hecaa;~~d~n'rlhi~~p~::ie(ii~eiined f~t~~m~n\i~~~~~bl:~; < 

I 
hclongin(l; to their own manner of thought and speech. 
It is intimated, however;'that',u lhe"majority of.·'-

i' the Commission are agreed in holding the Iradi ... ~ ~ 
I lionaI, explanatio,ll-nalllely. ·th~l, the, ,t,?lllb ,was, :, ' 
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empty because the Lord had risen" ; and 
in his personal illtrmJuclion to the Report 
lhe ArchbislWp'of York slalcs:-

'In view of my own responsibility in the 
Church I think it ,right here to aflirm that I 
wholeheartedly ao.:ept as historical' facts the 

CA 
hirLh of our Lord from a Virgin Mother and 
the resurrection of His physical body from 
death and the tomb .... Blit I fully rccogni7:c 
the position of those who sincerely afiirm the 
reality of our h,ord's Incarnation without 
act:cpting one or bolh of these two events as 
actual historical occurrences. 

EXPL 

In recent years the centre of contro
versy hetween the more advanced Anglo
Catholic and other schools of thought 
within the English Church has been the 
reservation o[ the sacrament, either for 
comrnunicating the sick or for that form 
of worship known as" Devotions," or for 
both. Accordingly it is prohable that 
many Churchpeoplc will look eagerly for 
guidance from the Commission on these 
vexed questions. They will find, however, 
that the members considered that to sup
ply explicit guidance was p'utside their 
province. Such conclusions as they have 
reached on the subject arc stated in lan
guage which safeguards them against 
being too uei1nilc. Thus, having given 
three interpretations of Eucharistic 
doctrine, the Report continues:-

Capl: 
died on': 
was an 
countri 
prehist", 
museur . 
in Indi:;; 
water-c J 
MUSCUlI 

He ca : 
of KiN' 
son of' 1 

~~~(~i~~n ~ 
~~t~E~; 1 

Somc of thosc who incl'ine to the third of 
the interpretations mentioned sce in it 110 
warranl whatever for teaching that the 
Eucharistic presence of Christ remains with 
the consecrated elements after they have been 
reserved, until in their use for communion 
they are again "taken up into th<ll Eucharistic 
action in which they become the Body and 
Blood of Christ. Others, on the other hand, 
to whom also this general line of il1tl.!rprcta~ 
lion is congenial, would maintain that the 
reserved Sacrament ought ncver to bc, and 
properly never can be, diswcialed from its 
Eucharistic lIse, and that therefore there is no 
vnlid objection of theology to be hrought 
against those who would make it at all limes 
a focus for their worship of Christ. who in it 
gives Himself Lo he their ~piritual food. 

was in l' 
up to ( 
licutcna 
menls l' 
medal, 
services ~ 
specimc 
types 01' 
l'Ind dis. 
prcsenh 
ments f, 
and. In; 
varrous 
he went 
and< me 
Arctie 
meuaJli! 

Again, of the question whether the 
practice of "Devotions !I js theologically, 
juslifiable: -

To that question we arc una hie 10 give a 
dcci:;.ivc answer, hccausc wc are not agreed 
upon the application of the determining con
sideration. That consideration is that the 
special sacramental pre<;ence oC the Lord is 
to he sought only within the context of those 
sncramental acts with which the origin<ll 
promise of it W<lS associated. Upon the truth 
and importance of that principle we arc fully 
agreed; we. arc not agreed whclher or not its 
application provides a sufficient theological 
justification for the practice of " Devotions." 

Here as elsewhere the Report admits 
that the members of the Commission failed 
to reach agreement on the principal points 
of modern theological controversy, and 
that only a majority could have signed the 
Report had it altempted to orIer authori
tative guidance on these matters instead 
of merely setting forth the divergent views. 
Emphasis is placed upon the fact that dll 
the memhers were able to accept the state
ment on the ministry. Yet with this must 
be compared the .admission on another 
page that on the necessity of episcopal 
ordination as a condition of valid sacra
ment "there js divergence of opinion 

l 
among us," Bul the Archbishop of York 
is able to wriie:~ 

::.'" It was a special satisfaction to us, and wc 
hope it may be of servit:c to the Church. that 
wc are ah1c to present an "greed statement on 
Confession find Ahsolution, even if here again 
individual members would wish to add to what 
is said. 
The agreed statement includes the follow
ing paragraph: ~ 
Th~rc has been no change in the formal 

teachmg of· the Church of England. While 
the regular practice of auricular confession has 
now become more frequent, <lnd is hy no 
m~al.ls con lined to onc school of thought 
wrthrn the Church of England, it is important 
to· recognize that it i<; a ministry of the Word 
which is open to all but obligaLory upon none. 

1n reviewing the work of the Commis~ 
"inn' thr Arrhhi"hnn nf Vnr\.:- writ('<:·~ 

Alps ot 

~1~7:ej 
colour· 
Flyll,hl 

" J. ) 
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shirk tt 
the p~ 
sketche 
rememl 
herp th, 
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Jt was n special satisfaction to us, and wc 
hope it may be of service to the Church, that 
wc arc able to present an agreed statement on 
Confession and Absohllion, even if here again 
individual members would wish to add to what 
~~~ , 

The agreed slalemenl includes -the follow
ing paragraph: - , 

I' 
f~s<. 
of I 
wht 
SI. 

There has 'been no change in the formal 
tcaching 0[' the Church of England. While 
the regular practice of auricular confession has 
now become more. frequent. and is, by -no 
means contincu, to onc school of thought 
within the Church of England, it is important 
to' recognize that it is a ministry of the Word 
which is open to all but obligatory upon none. 

In reviewing the work of the Commis~ 
" ....... __ 4.-,_._sion;.the Archbishop of York writes':-

If we began our work again to-day, its per
sl,ectives would he difTercnt. ..• Theology in 

I, 
tril1' 
Pro 
(0 t 
of I 
but 

II 
knt' 
wit I 

, . 

the half-c<:ntury'that ensJed with the War,was 
such as 1S prompted by and promotes a 
ministry mainly pastoral; we need and must 
work out for our own time a theology such as 
is prompted by and promotes a ministry at 

mar 
~pf(l 

grc. 
mal 

least as much c\"angclislic as pastoral. As that 
work proceeds new problems will arise and 
new divisions cutting aeross all existing party 
cleavages. ' Then our successors in another 
doctrinal commission may attenipt the recon- un! 
cilin'k work that in our own field was com- pol 
mitted to us. to wit 

of 

as 
be 
(he 
in I 
(he 
kn' 

A PROTESTANT VlEW 
The Rev. E. G. nowrilH~, secretary ~;,~; 

~~en~hco~ C1tll~~'cJ~'ep~;~ol~~~OI,~igl;~~ :ai(rOt\~~~t rnt 
it was vitiated hy ignoring the standards of i~'. 
doelrine in' the Church of England. The act 
XXXIX Articles were brushed on one side 1 
(lnd were suhoroinated to the })rayer-hook. 'ma 
The truth was th~t, subject to Holy Scripture, wit 

.~~~~lI~~~~~J ~ht~~1~11eWp~~~!~~1~~kn~~~ th~ ~~:t 
standard of wOl'ship in the Church of En!!land. cot 
The Comlllis~ion pontitically dethroned the hli 
Prayer-hook, and instead of the authorized of 
!'tandards they ~et up three vague and illusory tin 

~~~I;~~~ 0fb)P~~dl~~l~r;~~i~·(l~~, T~~). 1:~!1~e~: fot 
sat tradition. The report repudiated tl1(( jn~ 01, 
errancy of the Bible. On the question of the 
mirar;:ulous clement in the Bible the Commis- gc 
sion was divided. . 

===== 
UNE~PLOYMENT FUND 

SURPLUS d,' 
(h 

~: 
TRADE UNION PROPOSALS w: 

[r-

FROM OUR LABOUR CORRESPONDENT -

The general council' of the Trades m 
Union Congress gave evidence to the ~l 
Unemployment Insurance Statutory Com- w 

mittee yesterday' in support of its pro- in 
posals for the use of the surplus of the r;: 
uneinploymenUund," h, 

The council suggests the abolition of the v. 
three days' waiting period; an all-round 10- al 

crease of benefits; equal contributions and 1 
benefits for men and women; and amendment a' 
of the anomalies regulations in respect of 
married women with a good industrial record 
since marriage. To-day the general council 0 

will submit evidence in support of its pro- n 
rosals for amendment. of the agricultural J' 
workers' insurance scheme. The proposals 
include the abolition of the six days' waiting 
period, full benefit-for all children, an increase Cl 

of the benent rates for single men between 18 n 
and 21 and for all adult men and women. 

Sir WiJliam Beveridge, the chairman of C 

the Statutory Committee, informed the Jl 
Minister of Labour last November that by 
the end of the year the Unemployment Fund 
would probably have a surplus of £62,000,000 
and that there was a likelihood that in 1938 
at least another £20,000,000 would be added, 
hringing the total to £82,000,000. At the same 
time Sir WiIlian1 Beveridge indicated thc pro
hability that the Committee would recommend 
a large reduction of the debt if. by an amend~ ! 
ment of the insurance legislation, Parliament t 
made it possible for such a reduction to bring 
about a reduction of the annual debt charge. 
The law has since been altered in the manner 
suggested. ' 

The debt amounts to about £100,000,000, 
and the annual debt char~e. including 
sinking fund, is £5,000.000. 'What is saved 
on debt charge would be available for disposal 
in benefits. At prosent the fund's surplus is 
invested in short-term securities and earns not 
more than 1 i per cent.; whereas the interest on 
the debt is 31 per cent. 

M'aie 13ayliss, 42, committed from Wood 
Green on a charge of receiving three band
hags and other articles knowing them to have 
been stolen, was, at the Middlesex Sessions 
on Wednesday, found Not Guilty. and she was 
discllargcd. 
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