A traitor is a person guilty of +treeson,vhereas treason is the

act planned or perpesrated by the traitor ...

Let it be said,to avoid sny possivle interpretation differing

from that here used by the author,that in this context the ternm
treazson is to Te understood as defined in section 86 of the Nor-
veglian penal code,as it read in the yeers interesiting us here,l.e.-
Horway or any vower allied to ior-
in word or desd to uha enemy in &

ion oIr & war ageimnst dorway.

the tzizing up of
way,o0r otnerwise
wer Joing on,or

There 1s also the cri

ine of high treason,2s defined in section 98
or our penal code,whicn may,ior our intention,te %ummarlzed as

the attempt to chonze the Constitution by unlewful means,

Yo toth of these =resulations applies section 40 0 the seme
penal code,establicshing that the incrim nated act must have been
done dell»erately. There can saccordingly,be no such thing es e
careless act of <Treacon or 1fh treason fThe iadividusel in ques-
tion must have known znd uandergfood the treacherous nature of

the act or acts imcrininated, This is of considerable importance
to our subject.Comnsequently,a traitor is not simply e person
comnitting an act whichn in a given situstion mey or nust tura out
to Pe detrimental $o his country : Thers is zlso the prerequisite
of his intention and Xaowiedge of T noxiousness of his act or
acts. Fox the theme hers discussed is important that this pre-
requisite bDe Torne in 2ind.

(=X D“
< @

This Qubjactivo

the guestion is neraly ot to sizplify

our gnerne, Jov,u_ our context awnnlring to crimes against

the natwon,bﬂrle n worz to comnlicets 1t : Liinority problems,
Irredentisn etc, ing excluded From our -lorveslsn situation then
and nov,tnls possitle erine ageinst the :etion is tentenount to &
crine aoalns the lation's supersiruct a:e,i.e. the Btete, This
entlty now,sdncs the days of Zouss eau, is supnosed to be the expres-
sion of some sort of Contrat Socilel,implying equel obligations
wacertaeken Ty vuTGrs and rulzd, “115 ?ould,in Jood logic,nean

het the ~1ﬁﬂ7n ment o contract Ty the oHtote rulers
lezalizes and T3 n2ces ¢ dep riure ol the ruled fronm

a loyalty o lers which WrS,: Wda“EAuale, 0% en ellegience
o these rule crzons,tut to their Tuncition &s representeatives
ol the ftruc inv s of tho Jacwon)which throuzh this very con-
trect they wer ogsed end bhound To ttke czre of., This suthor
btelng in nrin n no way & partisan of the relativizing of the
duty of state loy v,he nevertheless Zfeels bound to admit thesd
in extreme circumstances the refusal of su91 loyelty mey present

dtself,out of moreal reasons
his Contrect giving reise
question easy to handle, T
it Furthermore with his s

,&5 justified, Certeinly, Rousseau and
S0 modern democracy did not make <the
hen there cane qlqo Kant to complicate
e ischer Inp +iv bhased on the

govr pera
individual% own conccisnce Leling understood &5 & soverelgn gulde,
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{’It mizht perhans te of some value for our suogect to bear in mind
these st“ay +em arks concerning the conceptsSof duty and loyalty,
a nein concern is the direct op0051te of those n&mely,the
hideous nobtion of treason, The guestions here touched upon do not
ate to any given side 1in any Liven conflict at any given timed
Anyiody advocating the le 1tlmacv and pralsewobniness,sav of the

gttenntad nurder oI Hitle* on July 20,1944,is in conscience and
zood lozic tound nol only to vOCONHﬁze thOU possitle conflict be=~
z0on and national Toy:~ sy cnd ethics &s understood by
5odin Jﬂaual,ﬁuf glso the gsneral '4p'1C7u101 that & prin-
ciple Q“Qluad ple oolﬂ o_ onz's own liking nust n@cc“SOMiTv epoiy
‘ 27 cnenies and opponzais, IT not,it 1s re-
arsunent pro GOmoneus .,

¢

)
<
Q
o
]

now,ohviously neither can 1oz ever will ehgngse the fundemsntel
S oeny iven sociziy will /¥ every neens sveilanle try to

i i many ox i%ts mambers would other-
political socliiizs heve and

“hcio tocason 1o dslation, Wl Whelh,

in 08t casesz Te [Bhe teslk of laser

Stor hsll 2 contury ours &Y BSTREDS Peytle ginc ﬁwbn,vith zone
reasonals hone of “u“ﬂ"Ss,thz 3“0\1fn= related to the torwegian
Purge Tollowing ‘lorld Jar II could e enltered upon in a spirit

sufiiciently onjeective . not To cxclude en understending of some
it would seen,importent facterand factors hﬁtherto generally les
ot or the official worsion ol - events ol those unhanny years,

Q
n

VIS L

en unhroksn chein of alternatives,severy
% A

7 decision mzde
& v 2N “CtLO io e ounscons of & choicer mede Ty the indi-
@ cgoa sinular 2 xapresents-
icly &% sone Te€€L in ninm
act On its bzhall, It o exn theg every
hevs 523 UsNCSS 0T TA0o 2kxen on later
' educing ti 7 possibilities
©,an 28DeCT o7 +the old notion of
: man's active cooneration in for-

i1 partly resoonsitls Jor 1w

T Vel

fe gre orrlv A o 2, coniront-
inT tThz e nzl one s aired to
qualily =  cuolce i 18T, n0w,
ould iz critverion Zofa riT naps Dbe
suested a%,Lo dzserve This in concor-
dznee Wit e nein »nrinciplzs. ol Tl estion,the
zcetion teken Thereby weing gulded DY pply to

the sunjsetive side ol the matjer,anc would enount to & justifi-
cetion L¥ motives. But whet,then,il in +the end the slternztive cho-
cen would Lurn oubt to e nezative in 1ts conssquences ? We should,
provebly, then be inclined o considsr it 2 wronE ons, fere Wwe

Tacz ths question whether to judge hy motives or by results.

The dilemma may be illustrated,in the ctate spere, by the British
end Srench Government decisions leading up to Vor 1d Ter IT: If
aimed &t securinz the ilﬁG;“Tt] ol rolend, n“ese“v1n€ the EuIOpean
Bzlance of Power and making the world Wgate Tor democracy",it cer-
ta2inly wes a vro.ng one, rhere W&s 0 rzgtoration of 1939 Poland&
nor eny independsnce Jor TNET ZE0C rephically new stete  which ener-
~e¢d in the provlsmatic psece thet “olloved, Lhere was 1no Juropean
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the world elter

- - - Ao
2n=rooting of

®
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smas OLet pover were,in L
rees izion <o declere wer on

- B . - ~
s an ut it Tould,nrobhsl "v,h; ve
guiv reat srivein lost thet wer,.,

ives 1 by This very need. Lo
Wﬂeve,to 2 peve“-ae-iﬂ”c extent,neans ere Jjusti-
ting aside numerous other actions takehylet us
ation of Horwey /: The constant pressure on &
Lon, the ”'ltmar””—affair,the mining of the Leads
nvesion of The counu"v in ordsr,i.a.,to push 1t

0 a T not want to D331101Da e in,nmeking it an edditionsl
wer the g Tnereby easing She Uestern 1ron gituetion,certainly
are not consisgtent with nhe &ins pﬂOCTQLreQ' ) ' wers'
reagong o ZOT0 WLT . mOvers , Se ch
thet ¢ etelle ovjeetive They would DHTO~
prie Lgary endé reeomlmicadsile, Whld

, view 8 turn a"aﬁn emovny to ThE Teous

)09{h05c DS one . dgsewhich were,in ths eyeade Dre-
cunaply nothd epending ton, o0nc' sl own 4 cis Tue,
ons mishs i 28 11 i A hurcenill eSS~

: s 27 . 1T SUL -

ide gh
l1id in this TOLBORINT on i lairg cones Tning £uatesnen
ool Llefiic,ue ecrniicecls o 1nc;w»caamx I+ is =%

il o Jorwefian "lettsopn jor" dilere starts., Claein-
¢id,%50 o the exprezsion ol jusiice (lorw, Tregt), it
vicwed “rom/ just theg poigt,ly**ing ous of conesideration

motives o er sey te very well urderstandeile end,

—1 (D

Zow,the cud s princiyle weing inherent in thet

07 justice s e w0 Llook into these gitustions

in which . 2N e tTheir cholce,liks an unpartisl

court would Y to do. ‘e should,thereby,beer well in
1 ic

nind thet at ce is,in principle,sure, Looking

to the ocuscons,any ch01ce mey turn eut to heve teen wrong ,though
aving bdesn,Irom the moral point of view,right,or &t lecst guive

as defendseble es the opposite one,in the situation in which it

hzd to be made. In this context,it is the moral aspect thet requires

our particuler Euenulon,uhls norsl aspect belng of peéremount impor-

tance for the quasulon of treason and this again being,as alrezdy

observed,the one greet point with which the ”Rettsopbggor” stends

or falls,not only from the moral DOlnt of view,but elso from the

legal one.

™
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traditional mnationalism and Corporate otate thousht with 2 merked
relizious component also, It was,if a comparison perforce there musth
ve,more aikin to iussolini's theoretical Fascism than to Mitler's

and iOScnuu"t'S dational socialism, 7)
fron 1935 oawards Yuisling
vetween the Verseilles rovers
vermanj,a@vomating a strong
end a stricily neutral Torel’y
w.y out of that coming
to it,2Rnd when the war TinallyVessss ,iorwiy wes by far the most dis-
abled an dlsarmed country in Zurope. Sinee 1935 it had a Socialist
Government with the express program of abvolishing military d=fence.

ma

This state of our d:fence T ,and no act or  acts cf +treason,

gﬁ_m;*n end rrance ¢ e
orwey's nilitery forces :
hl

]1@3,&: the onWy means to keep Nor-
conilict, sxtremely few paid any ettention

ey
Py

Vi@ olime

accounts Tor the Tfact that EP=8TE Y. cohr*ry couwld e invaded
and _occunied in the way i1 was,zlthousa neind Ifrom navsure's side end
fitﬁthe uCCJQiC&l andiilitary miang ol that time 1ittle less than
an czacgi fenda’.le " forwresce,

Lo

only Th t,m &
0Vl N0 paf"
Llowing
““L il

noxor loaving out ol tals
Quizlins's B

adio COLAP
oz Titoun nin tbe ni i*ary out-
Thaen LEd coms ortnh fo ser 3

W@M@b&é&waﬁmﬁﬁmw Y toid qon b,

£ ul aly - G OUS agree,
TSN, vaat in ony case 0 ne really
meant o selze pow e vizen hold it
gituing on ﬂa*ewgn b < 218
to try If he reea &

ized % this was ¢

inso a gime he did n “A

hampering instead of .

Be =z zeneral resns s

been not onl o0re i sh is %he
possibility it . o th ron
bility thet & nan of : - intel high moral
standing would not ac TArnoz and/oz stupidity One mizgnt
think thsres would te : This way of recsoning
has,at least,guite as o ¢ 28 hos _that which lezds
o Tne@ opnosite oonclaovom > & cholcs ned o De nade,

chis was & Ffundensntel qus T to e answered,
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sreslpy zoxczllce
“vil gervenss
“ - - P, AN} & -
o The 'Good - S0 Ui eTTman

e
. 5 . RPN o~ R - RN =9 - KRR I -
weichslonnisser,coo.n/Cere OO 5 oould mormelly Be termed < overns

Z 5 . - S e A Mhe T e -
exm: n.éing occupiel zone, in€ LEEET
ig Shet it wes 2 nifnly coxn-

e

- U d s

(et o hiis en

Zovernment Toing into ex
c

The contusgion 4o
znd on  The oil
erned Zorces capli

Grest brivein wont on wal i ser until,et lsast,ley 1945,Whi'L

ould,then,nean Thet during &1l this time the Whple o? occuple

woy in some way VEre still & wer Thegtre where tne ex1ledvuove

went on exerciscing legislavive pover,notwithst nding the Lague

Conventions regulating the status of an occup territory. This
e

&
of the "#Hettsopp
to look a little deeper into this pearticular ns ter.

The main piece of the "still at war" érgument is that the capi?uf
lation of June loswas but a partial one,affecting our 6th Division
only. What actally happened on thisYwas that the _Nozjweglan‘ﬁ}gh
Command,on Governmental orders,signed the capiﬁulatlgn:ofw‘Dle
gesamten Norwegischen Streitkrdfte,with the German ngthQmmand as

-

L

d

gjbret",we ere oblige
- .

Y

°
.



Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

_ bai R T R L3 :
i coun ed that the Mo
czpituls o the Germens
£nd not signel,es hed hapy
Lt PR AR ~ - ~
SLET ctions alres Gy SL1° <%y
~ . f‘.L_.‘,,\..: ) ,__',,).l ".L,,J e o~
Lo U PRiwd o [o ) TR A SN TS A

[
s

N -, bl -
[SAvASS ‘7L'OCL:-,

”cfll worvesies

c“e“yvoc" ISEAN
2oners—ol-wer Tl

TTonld

™Ms

il

ouTe
noTToORG 0r

. a
1T

Saus seving twe*

To ZTormelly dismics
mouse,eagerly
‘ustice Paa erg
reary they were
g a b ocel edministrestion
T into elfect hy the Zloyel Govermment-zpohointed,'old" pro-
overnore, 1v wes,to say the very lezet,not obvious thet
eously with &ll this -orwey should still he &t wer vwith
Thes cage Gernens, wow,the olficiel contention ig that it wes,

o a . - e
LUt there vere interesting
L

v
elso, - ¢t that vime with no
those who wrote them, On
its editorial "P

e reaed 1in the rresg edi
S

to X
coert on whatever leing impo
ol [ERRP.
- [+

O
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et
]
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E 5
O“Jay”,wnd gtated i,a. that

" In zctive cooperation with the German authorities the whole *
"people now hes to take the consequences of the new situetion "

On June l4,sthe same ”Bagbladet" edltoriallst remarks that

Shes

o The hlng and, Government let decisive polltical moments pass”
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d,fled in thelr own perCOHQW interest to ongleand end even

ne of our country with them in order 5o obey Lngland's "
-+

' ' « - t
interest, They left us in the Jurch, Ve hevs to try més-
i P B Y 11
“he situation (Mordne oss'') withouw wasi.
! e L P e N
Un ©the same day,”nlmenvoJucn”/uslo tells 1ts reacers Tasw
o U R - L N S e 2= o 1
W oThe whole of Jorway is now occupled,snd TALS occupied forwey 1=
"o lpnoer at wer with Germany U

f

oritiss mowW on Ghi otncr ide ol /ths occen hzve loft
i i R o - P P = D T A L i
¢ porsilility to exeweise (enyjdfunmciions in .orvel,
i S A " ey 11 C = e S
THigens Tegn'/Uslonstates TRET
1 ~ an g R T < A LI i~ ~A AN G pE i
zrt of these eiforts. . Co Xe€D 17T [0olng, zGs of wtete
it 5 —~m B =30 19 A< m s 3 A A i 3 s P L
g Governmente are lidnepped, This kKina of ic kidnepring
] B PR P e : s TS ! -
wes particularly sueceessful in Norway.',

surpriCWO”WV cloce %o e dsscriprtion t actuelly
Trorsd prior %o athe cvacuztion : e : oW Thalt &% 5)
t%e Ting nor Bhe Croyn Frince wents lseve worvwel
crnment m@"ters hed very Cilreranty i es 1o what o
, QUi Ug"l sics and Jo into exile 3 lzrd (Prize
svold) or pzrhaps obtein & prolecsorde in imerics
T ontSds REFLECTicvs.oN MAY 7.) %} SKiP
KO, s Horwegian hoving to maks up hié nind concerning the
rezl gtate of Horway,the Zoyal Government etc, might very ve 11,1+t
would scen,come o the conclusion thet this country was in fect out

of the wer,Tthis must,e.g., heve been the view of the Storting mejori-
ty,;alch sunposedly, nobody would earnestly loox upon as traitors,
sunting up the situation as it appeared in t‘e sunzer of 1940,the
utortﬂn"s Comnigssion of Inguiry stetes th

there WeLe those holding the view that Norway wes,in & way,still
neutrel,the war being that of the Great Powers, ”ﬁ)

i

Bvidently,those holding that view must have been gquite a 1ot,as will
- already heve been remarked, In his essay”lesréﬂforhandllngene
0 ("The State Council Keg001atlons”) professor Sverre Steen - remerks
~that L — -

.In:the summer of 1940 it was a not uncommon.oplnlon that'the war
between’Norway and Germany:did; factually,end‘on June .9s; and that
onilnulng‘the war:abroad wer oxbefcon31dere v

ﬂ
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The crucial- uestlon is, in’ fact 1? there was or not some klnd of
treason implied in that "not uncommon opinion", The 1mp110ations
of an affirmative enswer.will,clearly,be dramatic,and so W111 to
no smaller extent,be ‘those of the negative,

To avoid those implications and the ensuing consequences the thesis’
has been advanced that maybe,after all,ithe situation was at that
time confused enough to excuse those who did not understand that
Norway's war was still” “01ng on,with the exceptlon of Quisling's ,
followers,to whom one must,if the thesis be sustalned,uner attrlbute
sore kind of unexplained clear sightedness not found in the rest
of the vopulation. Fut c¢lso this part,unpossessad of that extraordi-
nary power of politicaW and legal visiongmust.at some later tinme

have realized that this country was Stl*& at war. The problem would
be,then,at what time and how, The question dogs not,zlter all,seen
S0 clo%r as would apnear desirable,
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sed his opinion on the Jatthl. L
been informed of thed change, Did.
nation,enter into the catsgory orf
whet had,in the tine,so fundan

—iT

itant on 1nverna-

or of Southern Trion-
unknovn neve chén-
ecders night have
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It would anpear th
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chatral peace

,0 OGvious proof
va Thet no
no vay afﬁect % conclusion ¢

_ ’ £ country maJ very we ell bc out ox in so Ter as it ha capitu-~
ol ‘affarms leted with all dits military forces yheving thus passed into the status

w Fhlsl,, OF &0 occupled territory suugec uO {ague rf”uletnon There is even
A9 Vi lolisy R "

Wﬁﬂ%&@ﬁ'QVWQQﬂC@ that 2 1 lOO&°d upon

T
tn.

huﬁwf-_~EZBu &Q%Q? as ”1eutfal” in the war b01ﬂb onypetween Allied en Lxis
poweré/as well,zs written evidence from ¥ &5 well as from his suc~
, cessor Lir, Lle/zha dorwey did not,neither before nor after April 9.,
w Fertig4 1940,enter into any t¥aty of alliance with eny foreign power., There
PMia? wes and is yconsequently,good reason to hold the view that there wes
ICoht 1no Horwegian war going on,nor any allied to lorway to teke up arms

lss,on active

ageinst. That contingents of Horweglans were,n“verth
service with British naval,land and air Tforceg,even 11V1ng the Nor-
weglan flag,does not effect this fundanmental Fact, The Covernment in

- - . a4 . o s e = s n
exile had not a single soldier,sailor or airmen at its dispo el 1
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so far as operative command is af eCUed ,although . mmmy generally,
and in the words of H,k, King Haakon, " "we were allowed to let . i
hem flg the Norwegian flag,although they came under British eom¢=”
mana ) S IR
- Sven admitting that there were also,and in spite of these mnndis-
putable factes,reasons to hold the view,in the confused situation
Tollowing the ftotal June 10« Ca?ltulatlon thet Horway was still a
party to the war,theré obviously is no rea son.to dismiss the opposite
opinion as cr 1m1nal or greacherous, Neither is there,consequenyly,
ZAYXXBEZREN any reagson to tern the acts resulting from that convic-
tlon as such,in so far o= they did not contravens any other Norwe~
cdian or internztionzl law, 1T so,the cuestion iz & very different one
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TEJOYLTY 0L B

viaw that the ad-
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nelusi on detrlnen—
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te ime@uivocally &
d honoura:le inteﬂ
n 1o *vaﬁ’ 1:?37" :
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QD Ly
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nhion thedt there will heavs heen cazses of indi-

v p o gelil s there always are
in eny parsy seining pover,or £ge it., wut as a matier
ol fact the [r T erlylux ever 0o 22w nensers cane in the months
Zolloving The skomsisser's 5 er 254,1940,catego~
ricaelly stati T the road acdence Uould be
saat ol ghae the 1izhs oo some would ssy
glso of prec 0ones—,0n the question of
The Trustiort. oL nis dec »1d situetion teing
&g 1in [@&8ct it T was tinesy eczgume thzt in the
eres of ne 14 szen the ence of regeining
Thet inden o dcer Lo a ewe seene to be nothin
vils or ¥ in/guch an whole question reducings
itself to ne vievilit rocd cnoseh.
To some never-clecred e 2lso an ideologicel

., vary,and the Lelldiveren ennence that aspect of

X)ﬂ1tLL“7K**T contlicys, ecedlass Ty Fernen ajuw01v re.s 1ot only,tut

alsogzn attaci on The very center of world Com unisnm, wqually cleerly
the Jestern =llies’ war oin was elso,dut nos only,an effort to restore
degtern murone's collapsed dsno ratl rzrimes, “he idea and willing-
ness to combet Dolshevis 110 Teith ke Germed less respect-

conbat wazism, It is true thet
evils caused by Hitlerism,but
it 18 eqpelly true 7e.s 2%t the tine positively knowm

o- the effects of ©talinisnm in XXEX the USSR, In the years following
the downfell of Bolshevisnm even more hes come to public knowledge,
llow1qg the conclusion that in it zdes of power it was respon-
sible for a holocaust many tinmes as %t as even the highest puxxax
of the varying figures ever put on Hazi Le“maqy s account.it would
seem,therefore ﬁhat the ever-returning question as to what it feels
like hav1nb been on Hitler's side ml”hﬁ better be omitted : There

is also the embarra551ng counter-question whether it feels better
naving been on that of S+talin,., Let it be stated thet the anti-Communy
position 1is in no way less moral than the anti-lazi, and the

27le than the ides
nucn hed been said

C
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the resolution %o £o out _1tJu*ng Communism actively has no morel
steln whatsoever atiached to it, I+ should be Tbornme in mind thet
this very anti-Commuriem was &n important nart of the k5 ideolosy,

end that even in the Lerlin-iioscow fﬁcb days 1:11nb stubbornly
vent on steting that the "final strusprle” oula be thet Letween
Jesteﬂn wuropzen civikizetion,hecded by G{l“aﬁy end Vorld Copmunism
This 5131—Comtu;ism ig chezrectericstic
T,2nd of coursc IOET pafulculirly cnﬂ ies
v thocﬂlvolun < 2 n Front, “cgardless of
gecutiorn L ‘ P5i0ret,and as will
have hing like en glLlche
creen ront voluntesrs cznnot,there-
0T, TS z Jover a71m~d,

Znilst “T, 10 cerious n for the
Treasor o memper,i the main
nicce shion anwnas & Zer more
conp11 cherze “cunde Ttion 28
oL the »nenc 20N,
In nrincinle, iz rnothing vilzlorytrescherous in collaiw1€ti1g
TiLTn an occuﬂ" vower,as eleéarliy 2eteanlished Ay The Lague Land
JenTere Conv-ntions, 15 ig ordy by exceedifE the linits sed Ty These
conventions thet cuch coll aoration “eies on the hideous Face of
Letreyal of one'ssoewn ¢ trr. 1M This respect “his euthor will re-
strein hinssll to reler: O The cérteinly most Instructing wer-
time history of the Zritish Chantiel Islands uncder Cermen occupetion,
“he cherge Lgadnss wudgling and owers 1ig precisely this
They weredhulf léeieys of the <ns Their “est o nelp hin sui-
_V et dus zrd€xniols Sheir own peonle. is is supposed o W et the Toiton
nave of 211/ gh=ir ‘chions, In adddiion <o thed,=nd in order to further
this gane intany cv trigd,hslned end in:stigetsd Ly this seme
SNENY, B0 Iorcerupon sheir peovnle 2 aw,.azi-type rzoine,From the 115
point ol wiew,reclity was fundenentelly dilierent : The collatoretion
with the oceupying power was,per so,legel and highly necessary, If
not,how could the very ftct that they succeeded in out~m oeuvering
other would-be collaPoretors of the enclen-regime type,of which
there were,in facije Wob,. Turned into & cherge a eincet them ?
Farther bhwo co-operation was 2lso & couniver-— perauwon : Agedinst
ths ma 11 Tess Wﬁu@nu of Germen circles personified in Heichskommissar
Tertoven to reduce orW"y to 2 kind of Generalgouvernement of Polich
model under exclusively Germen administration, if not even to a CGeu
of the Greater Germeanic ZReich which was the Qream of come influentisl
tzzgzxg German leaders &t thet time. «

Certainly,in an occupied country the e reallty of power is clear to°
everybody. It is a fact,nevertheless,that no other European collzs-
boratlon.@roup or- party leader ever managed to reach a position equal
. to that of Quisling as Ministerpresident or Chief offGovernment,with
-a formally.independent Norweglan.aamlnlstratlon at his orders. It
certainly goes without saying that this "independence'" was .a highly
relative one, Even: S0, 1ﬁ.broughi.h1m and them into a pos1tlon from
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thern even odnit To thet ns nay differ.st ongly+as to
whet to think of retels, might assume there 1s a pretty gene-

ral consent tha+t being a such is not infamizing es is teing a treitor.
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It stands to Whdede that,irom the very bgglnn}ng,Qulsllng honestly

nesnt to act in the Hation's interest, Thls,ev1den§1y,would apply

also to the great majority of his followers, The wisdonm or notnlm-
plied in their choice is a guestion which could not te answered @e—
fore the results were manifTest. If the war had ended Wlt@van Axis

{?ﬂnt,ok victory,there might possiblg have been a consent th;t ¥hisVview
hed proved right,and the action congequently taken in accordance

with the Fetion's bLest interests, EBut this,again,only if he hed,in
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coming ey S@mi-power dQD;HdTHg on
the invesder' ace of growing diccontent,opposivion,

incilpient sabotag and urder,TOLnd aCulVluleS vhich,in their turn,
inevitably resuluea in increzsing reprisals and Ttrutalities from
this same occupying power upon which his whole position depended 7
oy vas it, “’tcr all,but a desperate and miscrable ©id for power,or

PO M\ for ha wDpearanco of power which the Germen civil and nilitery
autnorluléQallowed him end his KNS movement to wield ? There is,
fact,good evidence of Quisling's growing dicanv01ntmenu and bitt
necss et broken German promises and increasirg interference in wh
he termed his own field of action, - must he,then,not finally
reach e point where he had to realize that he was the loser in e
play in which he had,from the very beginning,fetally miscalculated
his chences ? And would it not be highly advisa&ble and perhaps

morally iuperative,then,to leave it 2nd let the Germans run this
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country alone ? LS WS {DO”,“C and his followers did not lecve 173,
The reason might Te,lik: the official intern“ete*'on goes ,sinply
a desperate Cllﬂfjﬂ”aOﬁ to en aced power in order to ex-
ploit 1t so long as it migh % ere might quite as well be
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by the King and Government,took the opposite course did in the

REEAL outcome appecr justified by events,bears,per S€,n0 ?estimony
to any hizher morality or wisdom on that side,if Ty moralilty one
would hcre neen willin the Hetlon's Test interests.
fdor. 1s there any prool wisdom on thit side, - one
should btear well in mind thax e followins events,wvhich in the
end were appgrowﬁly,to prov: the: t,mere ot the Tine g? cnoice
totedlly inforesesalle~znd thers? Te ither were nor possibly could
Cno s even say
cer=ed proved
lementally wrond, Zow,if no L sdom D“ovcg
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shruz of shoulders at the guestion of who was,in sons remote pest
like our acitual tinme now,on scome pariicular 15ou° o be rizght
or wrong. LI &n answer to that guestion there res 71] is,we should
not exclude the pos SlLllltj that e wvould,nad we heen ot:le To heer
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