
FORAN 50-ARSJUBILEET OVER FRIGJ~RINGEN: 

"OPPGJ(2jRETS TIME" 

ANALYSE DISKUSJON 

The Norwegian Purge Process in Comparative Perspective 

International Symposium organized by 

the Goethe Institute, Bergen and 

The Department of Comparative Politics, University of Bergen. 

Fredag 25. og l~rdag 26. november 1994 

The norwegian postwar Purge and the Events 

that led up to it 

Some critical Remarks 

by 

Per o. Storlid 

1 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



;';', .' i ~\.' ~ ,: 'l ~ 'v' 
. .' 

In the early morning hours o~ April 9th,1940,an eight-year-old 
little boy was standing at the window in his home,watchlng the 
uerman ~riegsmarine's task force entering the harbour of this 
to~r.n. FroD that day on,in years to CO:Je he was eagerly follow­
ing the events of the great war,as t?ley reached him through the 
COr1=~ents and observations of the gro',T..'l=up peo!'le surrotLYlding 
hiI!l,ana his ia:Jily and h~an envirol~ent ceing steadfast roya­
lis ts anJ 103Talists, for tne c~rea tar p=.rt liiJere.ls , at last he saw 
the e~a 0:: it fully sharing the convictions t:lis environment ge-
nerally advocated • .:ie was,in Ot~'l2:;'~ ':7ords,a "jc.ssing" "coy or .' 
"outh "..,p.l 0"17';n~ +0 "'hat ""- s t~l0"'" p"..,r; 1""-'-.::>"(' +e~''''''ed +~"'e ",...; t:'"h+ s-ic'"e li 
u , .... -'- .I.-b. 6 u .1_, \ -' ......... -... -~~...... ~.I.J __ U _-J. lIJ.. -"'0" U .J.. 

in that tre.e;ig conilict TIhich i'le.s to c~lange so tlany things als 0 
in this count:cy. 'l.his little "';:;0:';- ':las J... 

I t:link it rif;ht to state clse.::."l:i t:lis "JaclcGrctL"1.d, as :TOU may 
:9S1"~a:ps have e:Qected a so::s;r::2.t di:....':_'2::.·2nt ,2:::'50:1. to represent 
-::le vie'i7s o~ t:le "Ot:181" side". ,;:lat:.-,: ':72S li::re to "cslong to 
t:1at "Ot~18l" sid.e" Yi::.th all t:18 i:::1ylic2,tio~:lS it :le.d,I t:ler-e~ore 
C2.:l:::lOt tell :'QU. XI01' do I pl·:::-':e~lc. to l'3:pl"2sc:nt :l'2:::'e to-clay that 
sicie, i:: ~~le::."e'by one "70ald. u..~clel"s~a:1d. '~::e s:la1"ing of every point 
O~ V~P-l~Ll1~S o~ -'-~~-'- ~~~+~c'"l~~ ~QP~DC~~~~~-iv: o~ +~"+ s-id R _ , ....... -'~ ,V • .J.. .... u. __ oJ JI ...... - v_ 1... ... _~ _ ...... .L_,-,,-, __ ..;co,U..J.. '-' __ u __ Cwu ._ 

;J.i.;2it 1101d. It bOeS ',7ithout saying,tnen,that -::J.y vie',is and conclu­
sions 2.re not to 'r;e tal{en as those 0= eE.ch and every Derlber o-! 
the former Ns either. 

This advel"tise2ent rl2.de ,and t:'le t:'le=e o£ t~is sy:::.posium being t~e 
post-~ar pu:rge th2.t took place in t~is country,1 r86ard it as DJ 
task to call :o:cth ~rom oblivion eve~ts and circ~stances tnat 1 
lead up to it,in order to dra.'\7 up,i::J. ge:leral o'J.tline,the scenery 
~".., ""'"l";C1.-. -'-",,,,+ Il o-'-'ler S~doll acLed -'-',,.,+ ;s "'0 S"''''r ""'e1.l. +""ouO''''t ...L.':'.L. \.,:"-1..':'.J. u_ ... .::.u ,J~ ~ _ :.." - vL.c...u _ '.: c....;"..!.. _v"."' __ b~ 

2.:10. react3Q u;?on t~le events ;r::iC:l t:12J in those f'3.l~-2.We..y ti:2es 
TI eT e ::2. c :.:.'1;; • 

GoL1;; "jac:-: -::0 t::~ early 19208,:.-: c:.esSl~yeS :'lSll::::'C:::'li::l'; t:le..:b the 
soc; ~l': ~-'- 0-(' soc': ~l ":;"''''''oc''~-'-~c lr"'o,,-, ';","'-'-~r 0-" '-O"'''''''',r "S -'-'he only _ ........ __ CJu... ..J.. __ u,_.......J. ___ ~Lr..L.. c.'" ~ .o.'---..J

v 
_ -' _I~c;o....;,? I.J~ 

one i:1 .!estern "::;Ul"O:P'::, joined t::e ==o::i:'ltern E.~ld ):"obrar.oatically de­
cls=ed its21i a : .. a~xist,class st~u;~ls-~ased rs~olutione..r-y party. 
It is tl~'..le -'cha-'c 2.Jter- a ~-'e\l ~'ea::.'s i-': "':12.S expelled. ::r-o::::J. tile CODLU­
"'I;S+ '''''~"e'~'la..l..~o-''a.l ""·~l-L.';..!.";S ""C"~~-l-" -'--'"1'" -'-'.,~+';-'- ""'~;'~-:-ai'''Qd i-!-S ___ 1".1 ___ u ..I.. _ u_ ,L... , _ .. u _ 'J _ '-' _ --c:.._-

u 
o.J_ ... _,. v ... _c .. ..., _ I.J ..... J.c ... __ .j.,J ___ '-" _;.J 

::'c1.eolo.=:ical 1)la"~::o:':::l 2.::: c:'2sC!:·i"sc.. - :::::~~i3 :?act 1)1".12 t:1.e ::rl.lits o:? 
-'-~""" --:>,"-:~~~,..., ~""'01""~"01'\ '-'r:-"';-'-"'""'-r'l~r :::-i-"':"~r. -,,-'- .'-.;'0 '"To'''lQ' ~e"'·01u"';o1" U __ ,-" ~1. l,A...- _ ...r...c._J. .l.1.-..' '- _ I,.A,., '" _ __ c.;..u.. ___ "" v -'...... u' _ .. _-_ ..... _-c: c;" u '.1_......... ..... - v ,J - .~ 

c:"eatad. strollG ~e81i~Gs 0: ~ear i~ v~~ ;ri~3 ss~=ents o~ the popu-
12.-':io::.. 0:::.' ..!c::is COl.121tTY .:::'-.:i3, :pl1.:s -':~:e '.70:.'10. :: cO::"O:1ic c:"'isis e.nd a 
:;n:l,Ji':.:J.E'xtc..:ry s~rG-:~S:J. -..7:'1ic:1 e. -'c t::::: -':::.=,,: ':rss :;lUtti:lt:; up a really "oad 
shQ~ of ine~~2ctiYeness and. incc:J.Ja~2ncy to solve the nation's 
~:"o'bls:."s is t:le ",;2.c:;:6l"oUl1.d of -:J"id.~:rL::·~ ;uisling t s entering the 
?olitical scene. 

I c,o :lot int,snt -'co prese:1t ;)TOU ":!i tl:. 2. -... io,~:rap:l=." o:~uisli:n.g. (Pro­
:::.'essor Jalll too:;: t'.70 volunes to :la~e it ! .-.nd ::e,de it well,"by the 
nay.) ,!,'3ve:ctl1eless,ss the history of t:1S ~~or"i7s.;ia~l :T8 ::::lOVe:::lent 
and ~~ 11 colla~oration is,to a la~ce 8xtent,pivoting on tnis per­
son '.;:uisling, I find it indispsnsa1:1e to dwell for 2. ShOl4 t time by 
him. 
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A reasonable quest~on might be: Did he or not seem a person 
to rely on ? Vrhat did his early and later followers s~e in him? 
What was the program he presented to them,to solve the problems 
the world and this country were facing ? 

Quisling was a career of~icer of,as I think everybody will 
agree,outstanding intellectual gifts. Our more than one-and-a­
half century old r.lili tary Academy up to this day never saw a 
cadet equalling his exaoination score. He gave up his General 
Staf~ career to join Fridtjof Nahsen's relief work in Russia, 
of which he came to "be the actue.l le:::.der, and succe s sfully car­
ried out i~portant missions for the League o~ Jations. His long 
service in Russia oade hin 'by far the ;)8 st jo::: .... :e;ian knoi7er of • 
tr.L2. t e::1iGTIa tic COlL'1.try and its :c olshevik le2.de::.~s, and also earned hllw 
the order of a Comnander o~ The Dri~ish :muire as a reward for 
the diulom.atic services done to Great Britain at a ti::U8 w~en 
that cou:~try had no o.i::?lonatic rels.tiO:1S with ~lle USSR. ',7ith 
this Dac:r0:roUl:..d,~uisling haC. 2. 1;.i:;:1 staIlcli:1€ in Jorwegian pub-
lic opinion,and deservedly so. 

':211is was Vel'Y su.idenl;y- to 0:12.:1;e,':::l8:1 :le ca:::e OU~,ill 1930,'.1ith 
a se:.~L;z ol li2':7SUa1Je:~ 2.rtioles lat8:" uu'Jlis:1SC. as 2. :'0011:, "~~u::sia. 
and Gu:.':321 yes 11. it'" eal'lled him -cnp u-:;~ost 8nni -cy fl"o!i1 'th:e lI.tted ll 

Side,though [':..lso a pc:..:;~L1S S~r::lP[~'~:lY i'=-'o:~ ~:;.S o:pposite o:le,':7hic~ 
;::'12.o.e :li:l aocsut the 0:::~i03 0:': :."i:.listsr 0::: Js:::sl1ce in ·tlle Peasant 
~"'~"'·'r'" ~,.; ''''o;'~ 7y Gov'::;'~-""'-lC.-;l-l- 197.1--::::-::; -.'-'-",., -'-".; '" ;"'e "''''.+ "'~~ou· .a.~-VtJ ~ .L.I. __ J.. ..... _'.J ...... J".J,.J,.;... __ >J ",; .,;.,.. --_u ...... J. UJ. .. _'"'"',kJ.. t..J ...... v f;.O,U v 

ouilcli:1.g his 07ffi lTasjoll2..l SaIlli:ng,o:~ :~E.tional Unity,:lOVS:lent. 
'~his eal~:12d hin the aninosi ty also 0::: the 'toUl~geois parties, as 
an act 0::: spli ttil1:; up their electo:~ats. :iis party never succeeded 
i::1. se~lcii:.16 a si:.1::1e l~sp:.~ese:l'tativ8 to t~e 3to:rtLlg,i.s. ~,or'rlegiarl. 
.F ar1ia:ls Tt. 

~D..is :'le":.? C:"3S~C~02.'l 0:: llis c,-::~--tE .. i:'11:r ~:="lls "':"Ji ~:li:l ~~:e ::ain fral:1e~:1or'k 
0:: 20::1 ti- 80~::'j:ll:l~S t, s:ld E ... 120 2.::lt:"-li"'o e::. ... 8.1 s::d 2 .. ::'1~i-:J:-,,:.~liE .. =e:.1.taria:: 
"::;u:.~0:d2 a:1 -:::'10"..1;.-:::': ~.7>_i ~~ :lEe t-o:.' is1iz 2 c. =0 s t etU.S piouo::: ly , ~i:.~s t , in 
TT.' ~1; ""-1 -:l~sc..; ..... -, a-la.' l ,....,-1-.-...t~ -i"., ':'-'-"''''''''-1 .- .... ..!....; 0·., .... -1 '0"";'-'''' -! -.-, -~c.ver-l-'le> _..,c.. _;:;.~ -'Co _;:;;._, ~_ ,_C.uc_ ,_;._ '-'CJ."-''::'~ .,c;.,,_ ~ .. c._ :~ v_:: . ..:...:..:: .... -.~ ,,1~-

less,i·~ a;1d.oui)t2dly sx.:;r:'"2;:s2G.. his 0':7:1 0::':2.,:;1:12..1 id.e~,")ei::.g a 
-:':le~d. o~ 212..tio:'1.E.lis:::1 and co:::,'p0:i.'ate 0tz~te t::ou;;-frt71i t:1 E. na::,ked re­
li~ious co~pon8nt also. It was,ir P2::,~0::,ce a co=pariso21 t~sre Dust 
-::, 1:::'0:"9 a:{i21 to : .. u::;. s 01::':'li 's ?as cis::::J. -=::ls.n to ==i -;;12'1' I s a~ld J.osen:e!'€' s 
-.::~!:..~ -'~l .:' °c:·lO~. T' ic: '"' - -'-',e> .. -'~ co-.,: to.,cC'c_ .. ,::0.,.. ',.;", '_·de~_s. _0c;.v-,-0_,-_._.)003.. .. _3..;:;3. n_~ ,7a~ I.JJ._~ ~c:. __ , .. _.G. •• ~u .. ~-!L __ .J..~ 

:'~O:J. 19S3 O:'l7ial"c.s l12 i}:::~-:-;E:.:l 7J8.:i.":'1i:1,3 c .. ~~·ou...'~ B. CO=i:'1S ~~~ea--: 7lar ".:etween 
tlE V·::; l'~3.ii1e s :20'.7e:::,'S a:ld _;ew"'8:":Ja:::~T, 2..d'7oc~. tL:-6 a s t:,'o:'16 Juild-".lp 
0:= ~Yo:'~TI2.=" s ::::2.1i t2..l'~T :::o1'03s ~.:;.C .. 2.. s-:::,'iot13T l1eu-tY2..1 ::o1'9ign policy, 
as -t:12 o:lly :,S2..:'1S -to ~;:::;ep ~Torwa3T ou-':; o~ t::'2.t cO:::1i~ co::.1f1ict. 2x­
-tl'e::.ely ::'e\J pc~id <':,:1:7' a t":211tion )0 it, s.::d :iLlsn tlle war ::inally ca:::::.e, 
"-iOrYlay Ilas c:r ~e.r the most disat>led a:;.o.. aisar::led C01.E:try o~ ~urope. 
>:>1:.'1ce 1935 it ~ad a 300ie.list Gover:::l:le:1t 71i th t~e express progrE..:l 
0:: a",:;01i::b.1:1S ::lilit2..:"Y c.eiense. TI,;;:: state of o~~ dei'enee forces, 
"""Cl' -10 2C·:- 0·' ·::cts 0-" -'-·':::>"'"'0'1 ~cco,,·,,-,-~ "01~ t'-'e -?·-c· .1-:,,,,+ .l-1 ... .;~ .t!'~r ...... __ 1 "v .!. c..... _ U.L._a..IJ .. f c... U-.L..uu _~ _ l.. _c V 1I"~"'1J V.o..J..J..C _c:. -

away COUl: tTY could be inv::.ded 2.~ld occupied in the 'ilay it was, a1 t!loug~: 
-(£1::.1.[; i'"-~0:J. :1a-'cu:::-e' s side [.lld llit:1 t::e teo:lnioal and mili t2..ry Ile2..::lS 
of that ti~e little less t:~n an easily de~endable ~ortress. 

1. ch-:ll -010 .l. ;,'1 t':.1;S S"-'32."17 ·"-·'te~' ';'1+0 the po"'sible cO'l~sn-!-s 1-..1_ ........ __ ... v, _ .... .1.- _ _ ... '-_ ..... "'_ v , ...... .1._ _ _ ... V - - IwI' 

e.:!.ld :-·33ults 0:: ~uisli116's talks ·.7i~:: ~:i-cler in 1939. Let !:le poin;: 
out only til2.. t ~uisli::lg \'Tas obviously ~o part -:0 01" in the actual 
Gel~::J.all ]la::'l~ ::0:'" the i:lva"S.ioll 01' the ~0110\'Ti:1g oanpa..i:.-n •. -is a 
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ma. ter o:t:·:tact, by his coup d' etat b:! April 9th. heseriotisly,:~ 
hampered German plans and instructions,to the point ~ha~ 
General £ngelhardt,commanding the German task force at Oslo, 
asked his country's Minister Br~uer i:( he might arrest "this 
man. calling himself a Prime Minister ll • 

The reason for leaving out of this context the certainly most 
interesting question of Quisling's Berlin talks is the very 
simple one that nobody,neither in- nor outside the NS, at that 
time knew anything about them. They can,therefore,not have influ­
enced anybody's siding in the internal ilorwegian strife. I ~hink 
this point is of some importance for our theme. 

History being,or at least pTetending to be,the account of what 
actually happened,it is 'but a~ idle pa.stime to play with the lIifll_ 
type quest:il.ons. Hev8Ttheless,let:; me touch only this one: What 
\lould have happened,had ',')'uisli:ng,instead of attempting his radio 
coup,done absolutely nothing until the debacle was over -with 
or uithout him the military ou~co~e ~ust necessar~ly be the 
sa.m.e-· and th8:i.l had CO::le fo:~th to sa;:? : lI~e!le:lber \That I told ~TOU. 
lTow look, what happened •• " 

'I,b.a.t Would,undoubtedly,!.lad ~een a fe.r -:;iser conduct. So,let us 
agree that in any case ~is attenpt8d coup d'etat was not wise; 
If ne really mean~ to seize pO~3r just for tne sake of seizing 
it and then hold it sit~ing on foreign ba:;-Oj1e~s,i~ was the worst 
of all wa;y-s and moments to trj" i ~. If he neall;T meant to help 
the;;Germans,he must have realized that t:o.is was certain1j- 110;; tile 
way of doing it,~hroITing h~mself into a game ne did not really 
know,and thus witn all probability hampering instead of further­
ing their plans. 1 thin..1{ .tou ;.'111 agree that in any case this 
TIay 0:: acting would ~ave been not only im~or2.l,cut also utterly 
stupid. Admi~~edly,"tnere is tne POSSi-bilitj- "th2c~ it mign"C have 
'been so. bu:t '"G~'lere is also che :9:::,o'o2.oili "t;,- ~i.12 . .,. 2. mail ot "'l-u.isl1llg': 
orilliant in"tellect and :htgi.l ::loTal standillg VTould not 2.Cl; o-u.t of 
inrnorali tj' and/or stupidi tj" • .i. s hall press this POi:Llt no turtner • 
.L TIould invite you onl;,- to agree -::na ~ ~his way of reasoning has, 
a~ least,quite as goo~d argunsnts ~or it as has that uhich leads 
to "tue opposi~e conclusion. 

~~0";7, "tnis Ifr. e '"G!18 "':la.:i "~uislint' I s :0110~78rs thought : 30wever un­
SUCcess:~ul, siuislinc ::12,,0.8 8.21 9."~-Ce!:lpj to stop hosj!ili ties in 
-'-"1.-,.. co",.,J.""y .l- rY ;11-::- +0 -c; Z'" .!-'le pO'·T"'.~ .l..'~8 ·"un a....,a~r (!overnne"'J. v 1..... ~~ I,..U,..",. L"... , lJ .1.. b ..J J.::> ...., _ ...... lJ... ~ t c:;: J.. v J.~ ... - ,I fJ "-'I .J. lJ 

llad le::t vacant and thus reest2:.:lish 2. l~or'Yegia:il authority able 
to C02e to reasonalle terr:lS '.iit~ Jernany,like t:1.e Danes h6.d done. 
The e..l ternative rImuld be - an.d l"e6.=.ly turned out to be - bloodshed 
and huge naterial danages •• ~ll t:lis fo:- a cause whicil wa$ nOli 
oU.rs , and finally ellCil..L1es ill defeali. 

1. do not ask an;,-0:;:~8 to make l,,!lis line ot ,;hought ilis own. I just 
ua21ted to l!ii!aw your attentio:1 to it, and I am inclined to believe 
that neither logically nor morally iO-u. will find it poorer t:a.an 
~rie oue leading in "tne opposite direct~on. Lnis is wnat 1 under­
stand to be ~il.e line oc:; ~!1oug~'l'; and 1:i!le !J.nal po1.nli ~he re-ot 
reached by' ~uislin.g IS follo\'Ters. Audiatur et a1 tera pars. 
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'-'fhis ,t~ is also the starting-point for these people t 5 
further allegiance and action: Quisling had been right,what 
had actually happened bore an all too eloquent testimony to 
that fact. It would now be his and their great and difticult 
task to reestablish,step by step,lTorwegian sovreig:n:ty and earn 
their u:'lhap:JY country a:1 honor2.1~le place in thE.t :[e\7 3uropean 
Orier of ~itlerts which at th~t tice Dost people he=e and else­
"':ihere, and regardless of political synpe.thies, supyosed would be 
tile outco:cne 0= it all •. ~fter t:18 ::'all 0: Francs 2.l1d the Dunquerque 
evacuation there were really ve=y !e~ who seriously ~elieved in 
a British victory. 

:;0\7, in. p:~inciple tller2 is nO~.1J.l1G vile or treac:1srous i!l colla­
-;';or2. ti:1G '.7i th an oCCUpyi:1g p071er, as clearly estE.:Jlis:led by the 
:-ia6ue COllventions. It is only cJ~ exceedL'lZ tne li:lits set by 
the.::e C021i,rentions th:?t such colle::~ol~ation t2.~ces on the llideous 
s:l2.:pe of o8tl~ayal of one's O':'lll cou':'ltry. In -chis r': s:pe ct I should 
1'; ~~."" -'-0 -~·.::.-t~r ""i +'10"t: -"'-'~-'-~l""-'~ co'-'-'e'1+ +0 +11"" ''''a"1_+,;''''e ~.,';story 0'" _...1..-........, lJ .L ___ C •• f_ I.J.I. l..- '.J _lA._ 1..1_ ..... _ __ ... _..1. U. \J J.1....... ,I .L .;.J..,-.l __ ..... .J.. 

~~he British Chc:.n:131 I slands llilde::~ Ge:"IJ.2_11 0 c c-~l:pa t i 011. 

~:J..:: c'Q.2.r Je 2.;:;2.ins t~ uislin::o' 2.:16. ~1i s i' ollo':7·::-rs is :pl~e c i S e 1;;-- ti.lis: 
~:l'~'" ....,.c.'~o 'Jut 12.C'··='7~ O'~ -'-,,,,,,,, ='-lo""~r noi-,.,':' -'-'\-,~;r ~'e~-'- -'-0 1'e'p h';", -'-'-'v' ~.,C;~'-' I __ ::0......,,,,0 _ VJ. __ ....... - .... -J.v, ....... _ ... ""t..:; u.r..J.C_ '-' ~L.t l" ___ ..... 

SU"'..::d.U8 2.Hd e:::;Jloit ~c~ei= 0':1':"'1 :peo!)ls. S::lis \Tas su!))osed to be a.t 
":"l~ "o"--'-Olll. 0-:' "'11 -'-'~",..:-~ ~C-'-iO-l~ l-'~ aa''::i+';o'"'' +0 -,--;.,~t and to -"'ur-'-'~~~' ~:.,:= -' \J\J ,_ c. , 0 • .I.~J..':' c.., "'-:- -,.;.0 .. l. LL.J..v.J...~J..~. '.Il.l.C:·, '0 . .L \JL.;:;,;, 

"t,:l.S 5 a::J8 ~:lte:'lt~on, tl'ley "t::"J.e d, ~E l?sd and J..:'lsl:;:LGated oytlus sar:::le 
elleI:lY, to fo:~ce upo:1. their people a ne":l,i;-azi-type regine. ::?roI!l 
the ~'YS point of vie'7T, reali t~r \Tas i'u.'1.dc.nent2.1ly dii':e:::.~ent : The 
collacora tiOll \7i th the occup~ri:'lg pO~,7er - and I would 2.sk you. to 
note the term : Occup;:;rLl£ pO':7er, e.:1G. not eIleny. I sh2.ll revert to 
t~st di~~ereIlce - TIas :ger se l2~al and hiShly necessary. I~ not, 
.am"! could "tne ver-;y- fact "tnc.ttne;, succ8eded in out-:::J.anoeuver1ng 
OTdler '."ToLlld-'be colla'~o::..~a"tt!lrs o~ l:;.!.1e 2.11cierl r~g1.llie-ty;)(::, of. whiCh. 
~ l~"'O '"1'e1"O -; 1 -",-,c'" ~ 10"'" "J'" """'-"'l"'d .; 1-0 a c··'~'Y'~'" "'g~';n"'''I'' t-.... ~m .) 1I1 '~.L.~ \i ....... ,..J...! ..!..c.:.. v,e.. _ V, I. --' \J~_;:" .J..,1 u '" ... -':~-6:: c;, __ .J.. .. ~ U .u.C • 

FurGl1er,Gil.iS CO-0:per~~tion ::-.1<',0 VTE..S 2. COU:'l-'C21'-0:p::ra"tioll ~ -"ge.i~v 
\" .. :..e 82.nifes v .Lll"te.cH of (q:::rIJ.?i c:L:r:cles ~~l.-·so~l.~~i:;d i.d. iteic:nsi\:oJ:llll­
issar :0erboven. to :cec:ll.ce ~~0::'~'172.:' to a ki:ld o=~ ~+eY' ... el'2.l.souveTnnent 
o=~ :2 01i8:1 :-:1odel u.:ldar excl us i y,-:,13T J-sr:12.:'1 e.d::li:li.:; trs tion, if not 
eV:;~'l. to a Gau 0:: the Gr8E.ter C':'e::'~:12.~1ic 7i.eo:icl1. ".7:1ich '.7<3.S t~e drea:!!l 
0::: SO::le in.flu8l1~ciE.l Ge ::.'::.a:.l 18c.c.el'[ E'~t t:1E-t -':;i::e. 

Ce:rtE.:::'~lly, i:'1 a~'l occu]iec~ c01r~t::'7 ":::e l'e2.1it: r 0::::: :;J0':le-: is clear 
to eV2:"7":Joi5.y. It is E. ::".ct,212v3Z'ti'l.21e.:;c:: ,tllat no ot:1er ::::uropean 
collE::o::'~9.-cio:i..1 .:;roup 0:;" ]E..:'-C;)T lS2.G.8r ::~~.r8r :::l2.:1s,,~:ed to l'eE..Ch .. a­
pos itio:.'l e que.l to t~:..E.. t 0::->,-i.i3li~ E.S :.~i:'li s te:"i;ll~e side 11.t or Chief: 
0:0: C OV31~l1.J.-;;'2:::.rt, 7,'i tll . e. ~= 0::'~::J.2~11y indepe:lciel1t ~,o::'~'.1eG·ia:l adninis tra­
tion E.. this oTcie:."s. I readily 2.d:.:i t t:la t ti:'l.is 11 illdependence" was 
a hiZhly relative one, ~ven so,it crought hiD and t~e~ into a 
p06i tion J~ron \1hic:1 the:r TIErS a~~le to do r:::lOl"S to safeguard na­
tional inteTe$ts than 2.ny other collaborationist movement ever 
got the meal1S to. In tlle oUtCO;J.8, the returning exiles found a 
TIell-administered cOillltry in Good oTder i1hich,~ith the exception 
of Jennark,clearly had su:'=:::ered less thEn any other EUl"opean 
cOlli1try il'O::l .JYl 11. Let t~lis too '82 1~8IJ.eTI":ersd, 

~;1 V~-,23r ~en8r2.l outlin2, this is the \lay in '\7:1ic1.1. I understand 
-~l'l.2 .:S sJ.de h2.s viewed ths eve:lt::: 0:':- tll03e :'::tefullears. I 
thirL.: there C2.:::1 'b,=- no ::ai:~ assess:l':l1"t of t:l::?iJ:' 2~Cti.:.1S without 
>::::: ... 1'i::1;:; in nind this vis\l of thei:."'s. ~[ei tl1.e:~ can there, accord­
inGl~,lc any suc~ ~air aS3ess~~n~ 0::' the war ~hey were treated 
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-i .... ttl0 1J,''''.L.l- C O.,-,'r'.r:·J·o··'Y'et ll al~d l 0 .1- e ,.. -if ·'·1--;3 'm""y 0-1" .I-" ... ,.;'~'~-ing' •• .;. ....... __ vU"-' ::':'Ll"" -.I.,. ""'U _,...a.. v~.L_ Hc.o.. ..... vl._.~ __ , 

\711ich \18.8 theirs ,is not t:.:iven serious consid.eration. A 1and­
C'C~De I1~,r s"''''~ .1-0 'l"'V'=' ""Cl~~T t':-i--.-C·'r'11.:· C"lo:-~eC' deT\~n.:ling 0.1(' ..I-h'" .;.) '-... C" v ...." ..... .u. v ........... "-" _.c;... ... '" I...I....L._.~_ J.~' ,.J ...... J..t-.j:'~, J:"'C u_ _ v._ 
points froD TI~ich different ols6~ve~s ~e['a~d it. It still re­
m~ins the ss~s la~dscape. ~his is on8 of ~hose p09si11e points 
of outlook •. -[;8.in : AUdiatur st al·ce:.'a pa:.~s. 

·MIL 
:!: ~lO',7 fin2.}.lY211"cEr upon" c:usstL:;;l of the I1 rs ttsopp;;:-joret·lI 

p::copsr, i.e. 'clle £:'C8:':; purC'e ti:ct ::012.0\72:0.. ':2 l:s:te ,,> .. s:'t! the I:le­
r'O~-"""l Co "'0-"0.-"" o"~ '':''~-si ,-en..l- ROO-=-,c:vr-:l"'- , liT ook -0 0,..,..",--'11 -J. _c.. ... _,-, \ ..... 10.., ___ C _"-v LJ I_~ _"-..1..1. ~ U _ • .-'f/c;....'y • , 

.... mich ::.t "Cn2 c;ine t;1~,d~,e::1E'd I:lE.l!j ~'or';:'cie.n he8.:~ts. ?ollovring 
:C:is e.c.vice e ': i': =u::,·c::.s~, h0l7ever,1/ is l') . .E.~6.1y c02:o~":;ine; ~ There 
';!c:.~e , ~l'l 1945, e. 'C otal l:'J.ill'Je l~ 0::' ::).~;. 000 ::cec;:i. s -'cs :'.'8 a, p os s i-[ le tre c;,­
son ce.ses,equalliTlc::.; 50:-.:e 10~·o ol ':C28 C::'o~::-up popalation at the 
tiDe. Of the se, a li t-::-le I:1o::.~e thE.:n a half Cc..l:J.8 1efore the courts 
or '>lBre sa:::lCtiol1ec. cli:::'c ctlJT -cy tlle pclice, ::ollowi~g n'2.W regule.­
-:i0113 e:;i Vel'l to ::':2.::8 -':1:8 ne.chinery \.or:: r:ore SDoothly. looking 
a littleI:1ore closelv to ~orTIav ~ou wi2.1 !i~o. that we Eet a 
1"0-'ld ~'cco;-d o-~ -+:-r.:=>~';0'Y\ CO:"1T\<"i'~"';.. '!"~le 'Y1""':'l;"""'~ 0"" l':.11~-·e.:l .J- .... ~i ... o .... "" " - -'-' - - L;_, ..... C",,>-' _ ..... , J.... .. ..t" ...... __ .-O v_ .. _l.l.-:.-o-J_ .... _ - _cc U u_c;... Lo ... ..... 

to tho~e of other cou:.l":;:.~ie S 2.f:::::8 cts cl -DY . .-';[ 11. 02.id. ?rince 
~;~:'le.l- .lIn.L""'-'V>'~ ic co::;:-'-~-i'rl- ·'~o-'-+;:n';Yl ':-~-p ""-1-,,+,,, o·t .J"'~.')"""'r'lr 11 -................ v. • ... c,J. c _u ~ _ ... -r v_.L __ b"!" u v...... _ .. J. w ... __ ..... Uc;..., v- _ _.l.~Cl..l... 

S:his see8S to 2.pply,il1 post-~~.::r.:.leti2.11 ti:2es,":o the state of ~~o:'­
l!2..y 8.S 'I1ell. 

:~O\l ci.id \le CODe to set the.t illi'a::ous l'ecord ? i'..ccord.ing to our 
010. laws,a traitor is 2. p8:.~son \If,;,O ta}:es up arr'.s ag2.i21st ~~orl'iE.Y 
or eny pO\'7er allied. -':0 ~~orwE.;/, or o"CnerITiSf/ nelps in ':'lord or deed 
tile enem;-i ~n e. war e:oing on, or ~n preparation of a war agEdns"t 
lwrl7a~-.l.his is sec1;ion 86 of O'ur p2:n&lty code. 

-.o';:,:_o~ 0": V:. o 'lE, :"::"c..so~-,,;:, -':;':1ere \7s.s ~-"E.:'C::2.3T 0::'1£ ~~S :::te:::·.::er '.'i'hO:::l it 
'::ol..'.ld 1:e :p02.c:'-,:le to pl::cs l..Llc'e:t ~,--.... (;r_ a c.efi:s.ition. =~e Gover~­
r:.c:.: ..... t i:::1 e1:i18 "c:1C::,'sf02'e set 2:Lout I:E,::i:_G n:::-w rSE;ulc.tio:1S, - u.::::.o.er 
-':;1:.::: exulicite a~:::'--l:::J-::;ion that 2. ::e='::::~s?:iD ,o£" the :~S would "DEr se 
-"0 ""''''(l~~~'r''l;:' ""lc'{,l'-"··',i c "r~'''\T sc-c-'-~on p;.. -:-;-'·""'ol1.:-h +h';<::: lc>r-el- rnd I) ..... 1.)u...:. __ ;::; __ C;#~. -' \,.4- ..... __ ..... u ...... _ ...... \C_.; _' .... ..L.. ....J~. -~ --C) .... .J,....,;J -t: c.. 

10::J.cal s::.l"Cu Dor'(;s.le ec,cD. c.ne.. eVer:; ;.,,;) I:lenDer I7SS to be regs.r­
ded es a 1;rai~or,and so "tres1;sd : ~ne re[ulE~ion est2.~lished ~ha1; 
ev·-::r.i SUC!l person nad u.hderstood -cne aC1; of -crtson implied in. his 
very melU'bel'Sr.Li:p,2.l.Ld lJJ.le courts accordinfi:,ly fou.:ud that the acc'u.seCi 
,I unders"(;00d or mu.st have undel's"t;ood __ 11 ,whicn ,to my mind is "tant­
LIDou..n:t to ss.,{ing I1tne COLlrt is satisfied thst you. were or mu.s't. 
nave been trlere, and "therefore •• 11 In -c'ile o·u.tcome, four out of ele­
ven judges of our HiGn Court of Justice refused to accept this 
premiss. If you take &11 this in pure earnest,yo~ may infere from 
it tnat wan 1;ne less g1f1;ed mem'oer of ~[lis I:~S movement had,or 
must have nau7if 'you a'uide '0.1 tJle ru1ing- a t...J.gner ~n"tellec"t·u.E.l 
sta~Lding "tnal'l 1;,U,ese :LO'&il' judges. l do n01; in.vi."te YO';.4. "to S· .... CA a 
COiJ.Cl"..iSioll. ~ut 1. migl1t recali 'GAe old. wurd. of iil. dU:D~o pro re. 

An aDsol~te p:i.'erequisi1;e tor 'tJ.le validi"ty of this reasoning 1'70uld 
at least 'be that Norway was at war after the 10th of June,1940. 
There are very good reasons to argue it was not. On this day the 
Norwegian High Command, on ~overIl1!lental oY'ders,signed tile capitu­
lation ot "Die gesam1;en norwegischen ~trei tkrafte" , w~ til.. the German 
High CommaHd as its counterpart. .l.t has in fact ·oeen argued t:o.at 
"die gesamten ~trei tkr~fteTj would not mean lIall Norwegian armed 

;: torces:l1 ,which every'body.ac~inted w~th the Germanla~ge knows 
"itd6~s,: som~how it shC?uld 'be. given the·,1ntertret~t10n>~:;the:.~~n-
. centrated. ~orcesll. or .~~me~~ng ~1~e.1;t:~,~: ~~j~~:~~<t~irlt,~r~~l,iJ~{-:t~', 

. " '" ,'",".' ," . .. ,.' ". - ." '~2t:'~!~<;'~"M:~~«~:~l~~~"",~ t~-, 
. . " .';. ..'" " ", ; "~"'"'?;'''''':'·',l,''i<)" .. ,;;;r;i~1:~~~ai~*\~'';';''1.'t.~~:,. 

, . '".' .' .. - .~, .. ~.:_.:.~:.: .. ".''''.<''~ :';"'!t(.~.,~~"!, ... ~~~~~ :~'~.itioIr'·~·:""..;::'""'! . 
_. --"-. ~-•• -----.--- lA ~ •. '.: .. \.;! .. 6:.':1.t,;.8:y .:'d.,..V,i .... . '5._: .. · 
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thesis that there had been no full capitulation,::.and that the " 
. Government in exile went on waging war. Following this inter­
pretation,and footing on the preamble mentioning' particularly 
the gallant fight o~ that division,this capitul&tion should 
concern our 6th Division anly. If so, this division of certainly 
btilliant 'battle record would tUl~n out to be absolutely unique: 
First,in that there VTere a need for its capitulatiTl...g twice, - as 
a natter of fact it had alresdy capitulated once,in the iield~as 
had all other lToT'VleGian divisio::ls. It would be lL"1.ique also in so 
far as it must be in charge of the !=i~;doI1's liGhthouses,telecom­
munica tions, pilot service ,2.iri'i'21ds, naval Dine fields and more' 
throu.;hout the cOlL.'1.try, which you would h.arclly expect an in.!'antry 
division to De. The point is that t~ere is Good reason for stating 

. tha t as ir 00. June 10th IT orway was out of the war, the whole area 
of the State (except Svalbard) froD the.t day on heing an occupied 
area con£or~ing to Eague reGulations,and no longer a belligerant 
country. It follows thc.t the Gove:tIl.:J.ent in exile accordingly could 
not clai!1 to wage c. 7l2.r of its 0';711, and had no le.zisla ting power 
whatsoev·::r r21ating to occupied ~ror·,7ay. You Day add thE.t this same 
Governwe::lt did not,on departure or cefore,issue any statement to 
ths effect tl~t it uould see itself e::ltitled to any such war-waging 
or leGisl::.tive autllO::.~ity. Unc.enia:oly,its o.e::::J.oers TIere,in the last 
days oefol~'= t~le ir le2.v:i!'c; the COu.....'1.tl~~7", not even a.;reed about where 
to go next. That is another story. 

~ou. nay here riGhtly oWe~t, that uuch of the docu::lents in question, 
cODptes-reTillus,oemoirs etc. TIere not knoTIn at the time,and conse­
quently could not influence thouf:~ts or decisions taken by any NS 
Deoler Ol~ otner :r o1''';78gian. The O~),j e ction is valid. };, ut in any case 
everY-Jody saw the ::p:.~actical ou~co~e o~ it : .All prisoners-ot-war 
released,includi~G all oiiicsrs .on ~ord o~ honou= tllEt theY'would 
'10-'- -~o"'~ -!.. .. 1~ d""Vt-:-J...l-";o-'" 0-' ..... +"l1~ rr"'r ...!-,...,'-c;;. U"'" r-,,"'MC ,..,,. . .-4.,.,c,. G-I~""any m·~cy :. v,,;.. _ " __ ~ "'-'-c.u~ i. _ ulC .c;.. ,uc..",-~ ~ c..~..J.~ i:l.t::c...l.. __ ~U c ......... ~~ 

saw the 2:1d Jivicion casinG :-:or:e :::'~O::l inte::clll:l211":; ill. Sweden after 
'n:::-:Ti ''l'-' Y''''·~·'''-'~-·~'''d t"e q"l","c-'-i 0 11 to _!"'-; ::-0'T-;~'1-'''''1-'- l"'l ""rl"le - that is __ '" I _ ... ~ _ '-' _ .......... _ v ,1.._ \.. ,--"..:.J U _ _ 1.J ... l....." ~ C _ ... _,I,\........ V _ '-' A , 

..l.o sa'T ~,~ -;-', .l.. .. ""'.l.. 0..0'\i--~.,..",p.".l..1 S -·, __ l.;,..-j.l..~ a1"'J-~OV~1 "".-,'; +11 oy s ... ..,. t"'e u " , \I _ ....... _ i."I.L._ ....... V - C _ .;..J..,..;.-l. ........ J.J. U C..(\.:...J _ -. ..... _ u C :"'J.:.. J.. c,_ , ....... __ ~ u ... __ " c.. H ... 

non-]S .~d:2i:'li2tl~e.t±'0:1 Co:mcil a3~:i:l." Ger!J.an aU-:;:lo::ities that ex­
prisol1ers-of'-war 1:8 given a priori ,\6" right to wor:!!: for the Wehr­
macht,as '71:;11 as t:le se,,:;ting-up of the Geroan-:ror':7egian Trade 
Cha~cer cooyrising ::practically all our business' life,to intenSify 
trade uith Geroany. They had seen a uajority of the Storting mem­
cers - in the course of negocie.tio:-cs that J.eicnskoD:nissar Terboven 
[.:-coke of::, tllUS savLlg them fro:1 r::;ally doine; it - declaring their 
Ilillin,,;ne ss to fOl~:lally disnis::: the exiled G over:D1snt al':.d even to 
depose the ::loya.l ~ouse,eai:::erly l1el:ped by persons 0;': the highest 
rsnk, like Chief Ju:::-:;ice Pas.l B e:~g a:ld I is}lOp 1:.i vind Berggrav. To­
wards th8 e;:).d of t:le 'Jear they were to see also what was termed 
t~le :;azificatiol1 of local adl!linistration 1::eing put into effect 
by the :loyal Govern:.lent-appointed," old" provincial Governors. It 
Y:as,to sa~r the least,not o'tvious that simultaneously with all this 
llorws.y should oe at ".Ta.r '.7ith these sa::le CerDans. It SO,W!18.t 'Would 
you te~m the acts and.initiatives ~entioned ? I shall not prolong 
tlle list. 

The l'Jazii'ication ne.::'ltioned no"'.V leads us to the secong great charge 
against ~uislinG a~d his followers : High treason as stated in 
th2 penalty code,section 98 : 'i:'he attempt to change the Constitu­
tion by Ulllaw:?ul Deans, or sisply rebellion. There. surely is ,as I 
see it,sOI.1e SUL::stE.:'1ce in that charge. l.loreover,qUJ.sling and other 
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hich-l~2..nl;:ing i.:S lc::ac:.e::.~s 2.l~e on :~eco~~d. re];)eatedly referring to 
~h2.t II!Jc.tion2.1 .:.-~evo2.u-:~ionll of tll8i::,~s.~~0\7 it nicht be art;uecl 
that this Consti~ution ~ad &lre~dy in fact ~een suspended, 
-~~l:::.~ouc:'h the occupc:.-':io:a of the el1ti::.~e cou:;::try and t:he l~illg' s 
E.~J.d c.: OVel~l1I!1el1-'i;' s coin.:::; illtO exile, -~ einG thus c1epri ved of any 
]osE:i::ility to ::'-t'_l:~il their co::s-:i-';utio::::al c.uties. ~hat aoou::.ts 
-'-0 S~'T an;:! ,.,~s ,......:- .1- ..... r -: 0-'--'-0-" o~,... ..!- ....... ~ <...;..1- o-· .... -!....-!n- .., .... C'p-~sen-'-.-t~vo's " c;.~, _\.l. \/<- c." .'-.:::: " wc. ,-J, _ u __ '~ ~u _wJ..:" .l.,' ... ;:; iJC' .... ~ 

. r''''-'---·;::.;ini'l:':",' "-ri-!....·~1 ":-i!~ "'.:...::.-.-..,....,--Y';c ..Lr,-=.L ..:...·' .... e..." .... .::: ,.....,0; S "0 co'lS ..l-;+u';"';on -1-0 ·,c..~L,~- __ v ,,- U._ u __ ~ ~~. __ c.~.~, "~." u ____ ~. "., __ 1 u .... u..... " 

C '-~-l"C. '~'e'~~ T ~01-~C.' -~~S-"i-~ ~,' 0,)-'-"":01"'\ I see -'-1-A po;V\-I- -'-h r ..!.. ~_:; .. ~ ~........ -- .L.. c: , - ~. .... .. ..!... i. c:: l~.,!...' G LJ.,,;' ~ . ..!- __ "';" J.._. u.;.J..... _ •• V ......... :::::· U 

l 7 (.~; ..... c> ~.J.. ., ""; .... .; ..!-,..... ..: ~i _:::...., r~ 1 ~ ~ -. "Y" C ~l.:: ~., C': >~:;::; 'Y't '=1 II 1.' e ~ _ ""on -1-" .... ~ ,'"''"' r __ ~~ ~c... I. ...,_.J.. uc...!.._ ~. __ ," ,~c;. ~t;::;_ , '-_." ~ ___ .. __ e;~ c;;;. _ .... .,. ul.~ Ii~' 

2.:'2.G. e'.'erythi:n.:::: ','lE.: ~es-:~o:~eo. ~O i~s :,'o::::1Sr s-::e.te,no I'.a:::'t1 V7o"C_la. 
~:~,ve -;,een o.O:le. l-'so:)le so 1~8f;SJ},l=-:'lZ ~,O on to sc..J" thEt if -C:'5 
the I:.E:.j o:"ity ~~le:'l C:=-d sxpc ct- ::':'e:~=E..:c.:T Yic.S to ';1iJ:l, it \70ulcl 'be 
O ,~ v-it~l i~'l1'lOY'-'..~-'l'-''''' -"'o~~ ~-or'M'~ir '-<='~.-:<':- !:' -,~~;-'-i"rl~ "'-0,1 0 +0 co""'e "'0 p_ _ c;... __ .l..-.jJ _ LlC' .. ..l ....... _____ 0 ~lc.... ... 1 J._ ....... \, --0 ______ ...:....~_ ..... _c c_ ..... v .... \J 

-'-;:o-~'r.1C' ,..·1.·.L .... 1 :!..il"" r:r'_~""~i'C r'l.!l +~:"",~V:::CC-l_~~ -i+ ~ '\'"'-0-:~..!..11,r ""'l"''''e "'~'E."'" u __ ..:....4......., ... ls ... _ v_ '- ...... c-....--c..._ ... u c:.._ U. ."I.,;._' ....... J. __ L_ e _ i"I """" \ ..... v_ v l:' t;....,-, c.,..., ~J. 

..: .?"l' r,e..,~n(-e-..,.1- "l.1r' ~~ O"r. -"~ -1....L~ :-I.":"' ; 11-+-0 -'-·1 .... -.... "Y',..., ....... e'"'lO ..... '·- O..£" .1-"l"'Ie com~n~ ":'~_.u. .1:"<::.";' 1.u _ "'. w-'- ~ ... __ u uJ..~"'0 __ .!.u "1;:; -,- .. c;..w , J.J... ..L \HJ. ..:.1..1- 0 
, .. -

~,e'il \..l~del~ -,ul~ope. 

··,,....r1,-.....,:-'er ..!.. ...... ,-....!... .!..1"' Cl C!e ..... ",on-,,... -r....,~ .. "'~ .. '-"·""0"'Y',,", """'11 ..;...;,...:C:! c~~e + ...... 'hr""",\"l"'\-y-. -,;:; ___ c::",",~" uhe. I. ui.1.",-, lJ~ J.,..Le; ,,;:;.L ~,. "' __ ~ c:; 0._ u._-1...... c;;,,,,, v,", .lC-:,:,C .. _, 

-'-e-~T'O.'a.- e"+'~e""':::> Fat1.' onali sts :-'-.; c: -,-~",,,"·'V>p-~o"Y'e ~T""'~y ""1' i~elv .... __ .1.'-" Av_ ~.L,-, ~ _ • ..J.l; _ ..... ,LJ ___ .... __ - '\'-". ~- ..... U 

t~1C, t t1:e;'l shoulo. suC::'snly l:E,ve t'L:":~::led i:~::to E..:'lti-nE..tionE.l sell­
OlItS tle.::'1ting -OY at leE:.st trillinG to- Ci ve up t:r..is nE..t:'on 0:: 
~l:5irs. It stano.s to :elieve t~E..~ ~hey DeE..nt,~y t~eir Eo-c£l:ed 
':-~z;c-ica-'-;on +0 look -'-0 :-or .... ,c'lr'S --"''''+ in-'-"':~es..!..s ho""eve"'" ""'·c'" _.c., ...... __ u_ ,i.J _ _ .... \J _. " '-.; .......... ..:J v __ v__ u, ~, .. J.W.u. .... 

they Eight at thEt point depart fro~ the prevailing cajority 
point of view. This uould certainly hE..ve earned then the clEssi­
::'icc,tion as l~elels ,e.nd I even knOll SOEe of then Vlould. accept 
-t;h2. t c112rGe. \7 e BEy c:.ll think whE t VIe like a10ut revolutionnE.­
::.~ies cvl1d re1)81s. 3u-c I aSSUEe the:~e is F. pretty general consent 
tha t ::: eins a such is ;10t infa:r::iz ing as is \ eing a traitor. 

, , , h - ~,-, ,. I .\... -I-h ..!.. ~ 
--pproacn~ng ~~e En~ o~ ~n1.S expose ~o on 1.0 SEy .. 2~ =orcer 
l:S :;nenbers did and do not a:.ccept the w[j,st-ts oppg j oret" as equi t­
alle justice,on the [round that they con~itted no trason,because 
there was in fact no on-going war to CODDit any treason in. This 
also fully applies to the volunteers on the ~astern Front,firstl~ 
tecause no such Norwet;ian war was going on,and,secondly,becc:.use 
lJorw2Y ~x neither Vlas nor had ever been an ally of the 
Soviet Union. 

Furthermore, there is the notorious poi::.-t of 'tneir "being con­
victed on rs[ulations f'ive~ retroactive e~~ect,in flagrant i~­
:~:rinGeIJel1t of section 97 of our Constitution, - the shortest 
of them all,e..nd readL:c: simply :II:~O law nay ce [,iven retro-
2..ctive effect.11 L2.tel~ on,this cO'J.1ltry hE..S 2i[ned internationE.l 
h1lll2..n riGhts conventions to the same s:':'-::-ect. 

~dd to this that those new reguIEtions also implied the 
principle of collective guiit and rcsponsibility,wbich was 
to have not only moral, out also very serious economic conse­
quences,in that each and every NS memoer was held responsible 
for the alleged mischie~ the Quisling Government had perpetra­
ted. I remember Pope Pius stating in 1945 or-46 that in Chris­
tian ethics there is no such thing :.as a collective;" gc.11.-t~ .,That 
was said relating to Germany, but would surely applY'-~.to';~bJs· ;' 
country as well. The Norwegian State Churhh was,no~ac·cessibl.e:_: 
to that Roman teaching. '.:, ,', '.',:<~/·~;;::'r~'~~'-:ti 

.' ,"!h.I;~~";,,," ~~ i".;;l!" 
_"".~: . _,-, ~ 'l,');\,m~~i~V .~, ... ".;lit'~\..: 

, ,:0-'"' ',~lJ" ~~~l~~.'!!~!l-ii~~i.:~ ~'" t, 
, '.. ~,~.'. ~ :r ~~:t~:iy~jt~!~~~ '~;.;r ir,,... '\"-']: 

, • ~"'..~>:':T:"'J/',~X~,:.'t~i:,;/r'~} ~ 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



8. 

There is one point more to be put forth : In states of the type 
we like.to say ours is,everybody is supposed to be equal before 
the law. l{ow, in the " re ttsoPPGjor ll this was definitely not the 
case. If you really mean there is a war going on,and the foreign 
forces occupying the countryate simply the enemy, - how,then, 
would you look upon people undertaking to bulld barracks,airfields, 
gunsites and the like for this same enemy? That is,voluntartly . 
doing so ? -\:'hat about shipY8.l'ds and their personnel busily building 
and doing repair and maintenance TIork on his warships,or files of 
TIorkers carrying bombs and a~~~~ition aboard his bomber airplanes ? 
Or skilled workers naking shells for his artillery and torpedoes 
for his U-Goats ? TIe shall DOSt p~obatly agree that this was,if 
ever such help there was,help in effective deed to the said eneoy. 
Now,in terms of the "nettsoppgjoret ll it obviously was not. 

In addition to the 90.000 cases oricinally put up for investigation, 
you would have had more than 100.000 traitors more. (The exact fi­
[,ure is.not available.) In these more than 100.000 cases there 
would ~~ve been no need for long· and pains-taking investigation 
\lork. B ut this huge e. ddi tional nunber of" people, evidently had not 
known and not understood what eE.ch 8.nd every N3 member was auto~a­
ticillly supposed to have. l~ei ther can the lot of civil servants 
who kept. departm.ental and lower-level administration going in Qt.is­
ling's times have understood much of it all. The same applies to 
the jude;ea and lawyers who saw to the putting into prE.ct1.ce or his 
laws and regulations. From 1945 onwe.rds you- saw them again, turning: 
the wheels of the IIRettsoppgjoret ll

• Somehow they had, it. appeared, 
uaged their secret war against the enemy. A very secret war it 
must have been. As had the police officer who organized the 
ro~~ding-up and deportation of the Jews. 

There were,in short,many and numerous categorieS of people the 
Im mem'Lers miGht have expected to see c:.longside them· in courts, 
prisons and camps. They met practically none of them. You will 
most probably agree,then,that there was no equality before the law. 
The whole of it reminds one nost of all of that Old Testament 
scapegoat way of the people's ridding- itsel~ of all sins committed. 
~aybe the secret of this letting out o~ important groups which 
were surely in a pretty critical situation at the time,should ju~­
tice -or what was so termed- be equally applied,was that they all 
knew so much about each other,and therefore tacitly agreed on the 
\Ww~ of mutual silence. The press was one of them. And the·press 
had,as you know,de,perately good reasons for keeping silent. I '.think 
you will understand that hardly one of the "Rettsoppgjoret" victims 
felt he was given a fair trial. It turned out to be a legal 

trans·cription of the Dantesque IILasciate ogni speranza,voi ch~~ntrat 

It certainly goe~ without saying that after a war and long 
-occulja.tion a necessity arises to look into what happened;:' ......... , ....... 
. s~.d_on~<by~whom. There surely were crimes· to' be;'puni . .. .. ,'_:,.:~~"'_ 

• '., ' • _d J.y. were.. c:r:imes to .be. punished 'PIl' both:;'s1de· . 
·tte ' \-There would, in_ o~ c'ase· . _ .. , ·ee:rt~h 

~tf{::.:,(·~"'---·;·':·- -everybody:- noi;·· _. --.. '." 
ommon· . -w'-':-. in-
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and human conduct which the individual in question had up to 
that fateful change observed. This,evidently,is more than it 
would De humanly right or possible to claim in such times as 
were the first pOstwar years. Eut there could,at the very least, 
have been the generosity of paying respect to the motives of 
those belonging to the opposite side. 

One of our Great poets once asked ":7hy the 170rld WES ,so slowly" 
progressing. I fear there is reason to state that in some re­
spects it has not [,een progressinG in our nodern times,neither 
slowly nor at any other pace. It cones to ny mind that in remote 
tines one of our great kings -TI'ho supervised the Wl~i ting of his 
own s8.Ga- took care to cet on record the TIords of deep respect he 
spoke at the burial of his main adversary,killed in battle against 
this same king. Or in years nearer to ours the generous words of 
that great Frenchman and great anachronism of our times,and,by the 
l7ay,himself a relel aGainst his 0\711 leeal Vichy Government,cut El 
victoTious one, - that 178.5 General Je Gaulle,dedicated to his ene­
Dies of the IICollatorationll

• Silentl~r ,he says, France is weeping 
over the graves of flces gr&nds a.evoyesll,as he was,from his own 
point of view, ill the i'ullest- of ri~:hts to tern them. That is the 
soldierly spirit that \las so bad.ly l::,c~dng here. 

Oux good Lother Horuay has had her tears to shed too. She might 
have been spared the ones she wept -and is still weeping,I do 
think- over this lack of magnanimity to which the postwar Purge 
bore so strong a testimony. That is,to my mind,the lasting stain 
on this part of our liistory. 
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