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In the early morning hours of April yth,1940,an eight-year-old
1ittle boy was standing at the window in his home,watching the
werman briegsmarine's task force entering the harbour of this
town, From that day on,in years %o come he was eagerly follow-
ing the events of the great war,as they reached him through the
conents and observations of *He €T OTA=UD people surrounding
nim,znd his Zanily and huzan eavironment Leing steadfast roya-
lists anAloyﬂllsts,_or the ¢reater pary liberals,at last he saw
the end o it fully sharing the convictions this environment ge-
nc“anJ advocated. se was,in othsar words,a "jlszing" Toy or e
vouth,helonging to what v.s then and liter terned the "right side"
in that tragig conflict which was to change so meny things elso
in this country. 1his lititle Ttory was L,

I shink it right to state clearly this Dackground,as you mey

verihave have cxzdected & sonmewhad dillsrent nerson to ~'e'o*'essﬂn't:

The views ol the "othsr side", ia&t 1% was liks to Ttelong to

thet "otlher side" with all the igplications i3 hzd,1 therelore

cannot tell rou, ior do LI pr:zsend To re2presens hzre to-~dey that
- sicde,il <Thereby one would wnderstand *:e sghearing of every point

Jﬁ&“v T viewYshis or that parbicular repressnsative oFf thet side
LN T “ Y- PER Y] D= A Vo - Nl ST U@ U = = Lole
nizht hold. It soes withous saying,toen, that ay views and conclu-
sions &are not to te taksn as Those oI each and czvery nenmber of

the fTormer N8 either,

This advertisement made,and ths theme o this syoposium being the
post-war purge that took place in tais counﬁry,L regard it es oy
task to call Zorth from oblivion Vveats and circumssances that 1
lead up to it,in order to draw up,in Zensrel outline,th:z scenery

R}
in “1¢ch thet "other side! acved, - that is %o say, felt,tn ouc“t
end reaeved upon e evenis VLlul <asy in those far-zway Iimes
vere Zaeing,
Going Backi o tas early 12208,17% dessrves nentioning thed the

socizliss or socisldsmogratic Lelour fersy ol Lorwey,as The only

one in Jestern Zurons,joined the oz lnterz zad progremnatically de-
clzrad itszlf & l.arxdist,claszs siruililzs-Mased r:vol“ulon Ty party.
It is trus thet efter Tew yezrs expellsd From <he Conmu=-
nist ;ncernatLOLal, as 15 1s esgue thet 15 neintained its
Zdeolozical plaiiorn as Jescritled Teacs plus the Iruivs ol
<2e Zwzsien Rzvolution adnitisd 5 she Torld Levolution
rzatsd stronz feelings ol Teexr 4 ¢z szzments ol the popu-~
Jation o this country. “uis,pluz ¢ =cononic crisis and &
serlitnentory syeisa walch at Ihs outsiag up & reslly ded
show of ine’’sctiveness &nd incom o sclve the nation's
nroblsmns is the Tackzround of Vidl inz's enteriang tae
nolitical scene, :
I éo no% intent To present you Tith e 1'ou*abgf of -uisling. (Pro-
Zezsor Jalll took two volumes to nake 1t | ~nd mede it well,by the
way.) wevertheless,es the history of thes lorwszian I8 moveuent
and JJ II col lauOLatlon is,to a laris cxient,pivoting on tais per-

son’quisling,l Zind it indispe nsalle to dwell Zor & short time by
him,
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A reasonable questhon might be : Did he or not seem a person
to rely on ? What d4id his early and later followers see in him ?
What was the program he presented to them,to solve the problems
the world and this country were facing ?

Quisling was a career officer of,as I think everyvody will
agree,outstanding intellectual gifts, Our more than one-and-a-
half century old Military Academy up to this day never saw a
cadet equalling his examination score, He gave up his General
Stafl career to join Fridtjof Fansea's relief work in Russia,
of which he came to be the actual leszder,and successfully car-
ried out inmportant missions for the Te9”u~ ol -iations, His long
service in Russia made hin by far the est Jorwezian knower of
that sanizgmatic country and its ¢ 1shevik lezders,and also earnedbﬂw

. the order of & Commander o The Sritish Jmpire as a reward for
the diplomatic secrvices dons +to Great Britain at a time when
that country hed no dinlomatic rzlztions with She USSR, Tith
this oac&ground Juisling hed a ndza stending in :orwegian pub-
lic opinion,and deservedly so.

Uhis was very suldsnly fo cgca_e, out,in 1930, Wi+h
& gerizsz of mewspaper articles la & as 2 ook, "luzsisz
and Oursslves", It earned hin tas Ty /from the "ned"

. side,thdugh.al:o e passiing sympatiy ne o0ppoelle ons,vhich
nc.de hinm eacespt The o;;;cv or w.inister o Jszlsnce in the Peasant
Fariy's ninorily Governasat 1931-33, _Zter tais,ne szt abousd
tuilding nis omm MaSJOﬂul uamllnﬁ,or Zzvionzl Unity,movzzent,

This earnsd hin_the eninosity &2ls0 o the tourgeols parties,as
en act of splittinz up thzir elesclorzsz, His party nsver succeedsd

_a s~gu;-o a single reprsseatative To <he Storiting,i.z, lorweglen

o

arliancsat,

Phis new ersation of nis certainly fallis withi
ol angi- JOMJw_ist,wﬁd alsgo anti-liTeral and z:
Juronsan thousnt wodich matsrislized most cdnsni
Itelizn ?”50132,ana later,in Gernzn -asional o

’ 1ess,it undouintedly =Xprecsed hls o orizinel
wlend of Aastionslism and corporate <Ta&t2 thoul
l_glous cozponznt also., It was,if pzrioreces & "on zrison thsre nust

Jrors axin <o ..ussolini's Fascisn than to Jitler's eud [osenterg's

“ésionel Socizlism, This was the zman,=ad thes: ware his idess,
Dron 1975 onwerds s Razen warniag elous 0: . Zreat war Tetween
the Vergaiiles Powers and ew wer J“:y,:dv t 5 a s*"onC duild-up
o” liorwar's militery Zorcas and a surictly ansutrel Jorsign pollc
as <tz only me=ns To kzep Torway out of thet coning conflict., Ix-
trengly Jaw 13 &ny avie 1o it,znd wiasn the wer Tinally cexe,
dorway was L 3 led and disarmed country o uurope,
oinece 1925 i< had a <ocia 1ist COVQ“““Gﬁu with the express prograd
o” &b 1ishin¢ nilisery defense, Thiz state of our defence "o”ce~,

=
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and no & or acts ol Trzason, accounts or the feact that this fer-
away COstly could be invaded and occupisd in the weay it was,althoug:
uvlab from nature's side and with the fecanical and mllltary ne&ns

of thet time 1littles less then an csasily de’endable Jortress,

L shall nov,in this sunmary,zater into the possitle contents
end results of Quisling's talks with Zitler in 19“9. Let ne poing
out only +that Quisling was obviously no part to o¥ in the actuel

.

Germen plans Jo- the iavasion or the “ollowing cenpairn, 4is a




'.matter of” Iact by his coup d'etat of Apr11 9th he seriously
hampered German plans and instructions,to the point thas ;
General £hge1nardt commanding the German.task force at Oslo,
asxed hils country's Minister Briuer if he might arrest “this
man calling himself a Prime Minister",

The reason for leaving out of this context the certainly most
interesting question of Quisling's Berlin talks is the very
simple one that nobody,neither in- nor outside the NS, at that
time knew anything avout then, TneJ can,therefore,not have influ-~
enced anybody's siding in the internal aorwec1an strlfe. I Ehink
this point is of some importancs for our theme

History being,or at least prstending to be,the account of what
actually happened,it is but an idle paSulme to play with the "if"-
type questions, Jev rthnles~,1e$ me touech only this one : What
would have happened,hed wuisling,instead of attempiting his radio
coup,done absolutely nothing [ until the débacle was over =-with
or without him the militery outcome nust necesserfly Dbe the
seme- and then had come forth to say : "Iemembder what I told you,
Hdow look what hapvened .,"

Ila+ would,undoubtedly,nad teen & fer wiser conduct., So,let us
egree thet in any case his aticnpted coup d'etat was not wiswe;
If ne reall; meant to seize pomaT aust for the sake of seizing
it and tnen hold it sitting on foreign bajyoaets,it was the worst
of all ways and moments to try it. If he ﬂeall m°ant to help
the,Germans he must have recalized that tnis was certainly not tne
way of d01ng it,throwing himself into 2 game he did not reall
know,and thus Wltn &ll probability hampering instead of Iurther-
ing their plans, i think you will agree +that in zny case this
way of acting would aave been not only immorel,tut also utterly
stupid, Admitvedly,taere is thne DOwSlDlllty tnct it migav heve
teen S0, but vaere 1s &glso vhe probability Tnet a man of wulsliag'
brilliant intelleet and hign nmoral standing would not act out of
immorality and/or stupidity. » shzll press this poiut no Zuriner,
L+ would invite you only to azgree taat this way of reasoning nas,
at least,quite as gooRd argunznts for it as has that which leads
to tne opposivte conclusion, .

“Aow,tnis wes gae wey wuisling's Z“ollowers thought : However un-
success-ul,Juisling nede an attpmnt to stop hosyilities in

this country,irying = z2 the power the run-eway Government

hed left vacant and thus eeSua~llSh a torwegian authority able

to come to reasonatle terms with vermany,like the Danes had done
The alternative mould be and rea’ly turned out to be ~ bloodshed
and huge nateriazl denages, <11 tals for a cause which was nos
ours,and finally ending in derfeaw,

f_.l
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i do not ask anyouns vo meke vais line of whougnht nis own, I just
wanted to d@&mew your attention to it,and I am inclined to believe
that neither logically nor morally JOu will find it poorer tazn
tne oune leadlng in the opposite direction, Tnls is wnat 1 under-
stand to be +tae line og Tanougat and tne final point Theredy
reached by wuisling's followers, Audiatur et altera pars,




“Ihis,thery is also the starting-point for these people's
further allegiance and action : Quisling had been right,what
had actually happened tore an all too eloquent testimony to
that fact., It would now te his and their great a2nd difficult
task to reestablish,step by step,ﬁorwegian sovreignty and earn
thelr unhapny country an honoraltle place in thet Ilew Zuropeen
Order of Hitler's which at thot tire most people here 2nd else=-
where,and regerdless o polivical sympathies,supnosed would be
the outcome o it all, ..fter ths Zall of France and the Dunquergue
evacuation there were rzally very few who seriously telisved in
e dritish victorye. '

Zlow,in principle therz is nothing vile or treachsrous in colla-
. torating with an occupying power,as clearly established by the
Zazgue Qonventions., It is only Ty ex ved-“g the limi{s set by

theze conventions thet suecn collaboration takes on fthe hideous
shape oF oc*"ayal of one's own coua*”y. In this r=spect I should
liks +to refer,without “urther/ connent,to the war-tine history of
the British unw1131 Islends under Cermen occupation,

Thz cherze ézainst .uisling end ais followzrs is p;901se1" this:
They were hHut Taok:ys ol the =ciaesay,doing thelr Test to help hin
suhda end exploit thsir owa p2ople, This was supnosed To be &t

the Tottom of a2ll their ections, Ia edditioa to thet,and to furthexr
t.is sans lAtCJthﬂ,,nuj tried,nz1ned &nd _Aanlg"*ed 2y this seane
eneny,to Torce upon.uncvr people a new,’azi-type regime, rronm

the #5 point of view,reelity was Tundanentally dl::erent : The
collatoration W“th.ﬁhe occupying power - and I voqu ask you.to
note the term : Occupyiang power,aad not eneny, I shell revert
Thet dizlersnce = was ver £e lezal and aizghly nscessery, 1L not,
aowv could tne very fact tnat tnc; succz2zded in out-nznoeuvering
otner would=he colleboratdrs of tas ancizn régime-type,o0f which
tn:re were,in ract,s 103,09 turned into a catrg: againes tncm ?
Fureasr, sals co-onerztion nlco was a coun*ﬁl-oo ration : .-gais
viag menifes ., 4utens or Gerns. circles Ppersonrised i K:icnSnomu-
issar Terboven to reducs -orway So a kind of Yenevelgouvarnment
o folish model undsr ethu~1V“lv inistration,if not

A

evzn to a Gau of the Grester Germanic ncich which wes +the dream
07 some inFluentisl Ssrman lsadsrs ¢ het tinme,

Certeainlysin aaoccudisl couniry <l : 57 of power 1ls clear
T0 SVerysodJe 4T is & iact,“vxv ; t 1o other =uropean
collzioration zroup or 3&"“y = 1aged 0 reach ¥R A
position squal to <hat of Juisling as Linisterpr e"ﬂa nt or ChieZ
ol Covernmsat,vith e Jormally independent :.orwegisn aamlnlsura-
tion &% his orders, I readily aazwv that this "iadependence' wes
& hizhly relative one, Sven so it Trought hinm and them into a

position Trom which they were le to do mor:z to safeguard né-
tional infterests than any oiner collaborationist movement ever
got the means to, In the outecoune,the returning exilés found &
well-administered country in good ordsr wnlcn,uluh the exception
o7 Jemmark,clearly had su’ “ered lzss than eny other huropean
country zron AT 1L, Let this oo he rsnenberzd,

In very gensral outline,this is the way in waich I understand
th2 IS side hzs viewed thz evesats ol those fzteful yeers,
thinlt there can he no Zair ascesszntnt of their act11= Wlthout
Tearing in nind this visw of theirs, .elther can there,accord-

inglr,ve aay such Fair assessn:nt ol the way they were treated
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ret" and later,if <this way of thinking,
not given serious consideration, A lend-
nerny aifTcrent chipes,depending of the
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Scane mey szcenl

points from wihich different olservers regrerd it, I% still re-

mzing the sene lendscepe, This is one ol <hose possiltle points

ol outlook, -.zain : Audiatur &t zlierz pers,

_ the

£ now Zinelly sntsr upony gussvicn ol the "rettsoppojorst”

propser, i.e, The {rcat purge tnet followsd, Ynere wer@ the me-

noretle words of rresilent Rooszsvels ! "Look to -.orwey IV,

vnich ot wang time glzdlened meny Norwsriszn hearts, Following
s nis ecvice a vit furdher,hovever,Vig hzrdély comloriing: There

v verg,in 1945 ,2 <otal number ol 33,000 registersd,possitle frec=
son cases,equalling some 10% of <he grown-up novuletion at the

'3

tine, Cf these,a litile nmore then & nelf cime Ttelore the couris
or wsre sanctioned directly Tty the police,following nsw regule-
Silons given to melke “the mechinery wori more snoothly., Looking

a 1ittle more closely To worwey you will 7ind that we cet &

world record o treseason,conmpirning the number of elleged traitors
%0 those of ovher countries allgcted by .3 11, Seid rrince
demlet :"There is comstning roftien in <he state of Jenmark,"
This seexms 1o apply,in post-izpmletizn tines, o the stzte of -or-

vey as well,

ing to our

“ow Gid we come 10 set thet infemous record ? Acc i
i inst Lorwey

or
old laws,a vTreitor is & pevson WiO LEkes up errs ag
or any power &llied lo ..orweay,o0r otnervwis® nelps in word or deed
tne enemy in & war going on,or in preparetion of & wer agzinst
norva, . rhis dis section 65 of our penalty code,

-ow,.0r oLvious Tiaésons, ther 5 mgmier vwhonm it
te polfitlis g0 plice unde tion, Thae Govern-
i exile tacrelore sst &vo egulecions, - under
gxplicite easzunpsion thet & mexmi srsn the S would per se
Le punisheile unlcr thies wvery sccesion 35, Through this legel end

losical s:litou morveie e:cca enéd ever; oo nembsr wes to be reger-
ded es @ trelvor,and so treated : .ne refuletign estevlished tnet
evVery sSuca person nad understood wne zct of iTraeson implied ius nis
very mewbersaip,and wae courts eccordingly found inat tne accused
"understood or must heve understood --",whicn to my mind is tent-
zmount to saying '"tne court is satisfied thet you were or must.
nave been tneregend therefore ,." In tne outcome,four out of ele-
ven judges of our Hign Court of Justice refused to accept this
premiss, 1f you take @ll this in pure earnest,you may infere from
it that wwen tne less gifted memver of tnis KS movement hed,or
must have nadyif you avide oy tae ruling- a higner intellectusel
staunding tnan vwaese four judges. 1 do not invite yow TO suca &
couclusioun, ?ut L migat recall tae old word of iu dubio pro re.,

TR L

An apsolute prerequisite for tne velidity of this reesoning would
at least be that Norway was at war after the 10th of June,1940,
There are very good reasons to argue it was not., On this day the
Norwegian High Command,on Governmental orders,signed tne cepitu-~
lation of "Die gesemten norwegischen Streitkrafte’,witn the German
High Command as its counterpart. {t has in fact Deen argued tast

die gesamten Streitkrhfte” would not mean "all Norweglan armed

:forces' ,which everybody-acdﬁinted with the German language knows

it doesy; somehow it should be given the1intergretationh&the,%ggf.

- centrated forces" or something like 1%, b @gg;izin81 0e -

o Y %‘ ”




thesis that there had been no full capitulation,zand that the -’
- Governnent in exile went on waging war. Following this inter=-
pretgtion,and footing on the preamble mentioning particularly
the gallant fight of that division,this capitulation should -
concern our 6%th Division enly, If so,this division of certainly
beillient battle record would turn out to be absolutely unique:
First,in that there were a need for its capituleting twice, ~ as
a natter of Tact it had already capitulated once,in the field,as
had a1l other Horwegian divisiouns. It would be unique also in so
far as it must be in charge of the Lingdom's lighthouses,telecon-
munications,pilot service,zirficlds,naval nine fields and more
throughous the country,which you would hardly expect an infantry
division to be, The point is thet there is good reason for stating
.that as from June 10th Jorway weas out o the war,the whole area
of the 3tate (except Svalbard) From thet day on being an occupied
area conforaing to Eague regulations,and no longer a belligerant
country. 1t follows that the Government in exile accordingly could
not clain vo wage & war of its own,aznd had no legislating power
whatsoever rzlating to occupied :orvay. You may add thet this seme
Governnment did not,on departure or tefore,issue any statement to
thz effect that it would.see itsell entitled <o eny such war-waging
or legislztivs authoritye. Undenizdly,its menbers were,in the last
days beforzs their leavf: the country,not even azreed gbout where

to go next, That is another story.

You mey here rightly obdedt that nuch of the documsnts in question,
conptes-rendus  memoirs etc, were not known at the time,and conse=
quently could not influence thouzats or decisions teken by any NS
menter or other lorwegian, The ovjsction is valid, fut in any case
everyoody saw the practical outcome of it : 411 prisoners~of-war
released,including all ofTficers ®on word of honour that they would
not,Toxr She duration of the war,tals up arns agzinst Germany., The
saw the 2nd Jivicion coming homz Froz internmznst in Sweden after
having referred the question fto tas vovernnent in sxile, - that is
th that Governnent's e ite anprovel,znd they sew the

TO say,w xnl
non=l& .dninistration Council sazlin Gernman authorities thet ex-
ority rigzht to work for the Vehr-

prisoners-of~var te given & priorisy

macht,as w:11l as the seiting-up of the German-lorwegian Trade
Chamter comprising practically all our business life,to intensify
trade with Germanye They had s=en z nejority of the Storting mem-
ters - in the course of negociations that Reichskommissar Terboven
troke off,thus saving them fronm rsally doing it - declaring their
willinzness to formally dismiss the exiled CGovernment and even to
depose the oyal Zouse,2azerly helpsd by persons of the highest
renk,like Chief Juswice Paal Berg and tishop sivind Berggrav, To-
wards ths end of the yeer thsy were to see also what was ternmed
the llazificetion of locel administration teing put into effedt

ty the Royel Governnent-appointed,”old" provincial Governors., It
wvas,to say the least,not otvious that simulteneously with all this
dorway should be a% war with these sane Germans. 1 so,waat would
you teezm the acts end.initietives mentioned ? I shall not prolong
the list,

The Hazification mentioned mow leads us to the second great charge
against Juisling end his followers : High treason as stated in

the penalty code,ssctiion 98 : The zttempt to change the Constitu-
tion by unlaw’ul nmeans,or sinply rebellion, There surely is,as 1
sce it,some substence in that charge. lloreover,Quisling and other
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hirheranking 115 lcaders are on record repveatedly referring to
“het "Letionsl Levoluiion of theims,iow it nicht be argued
thet this Constisution had eélreedy in Zect Teen suspended,
tarough the occupétilon or the entire counsry and the King's
end Covernment's goins into exile,veing thus deprived of eny
ﬁOu;lLllluy to Tullil theilr conztisutionegl éduties, Thet amounts
uo sey,and wvas &3t the Lotton of tho Storting re “‘sentet1V°'
ET(E 1nla” with the Sermens,hst there wis no constitution %

SRR
Crenic. “e“e,l Tould raserve ny opninion., 1 see the po*.n*L <hezt
if Great csriftein -aznd ,*ater,sLe £né ner allies- won the wer
end everything wal resguored So its Jorner steve,no narnm wouvld
neve Leen Gone, reovnls SO0 regsoning 0 on o sa" thet 1T =-&s
the pejority then did sxpect- fermeny ViE-$ <o Wln,it wvould te
of vitel imporiezncs Tor lLorwey Lavik e rEoine etle to come o
tzrme with the Germens end thenYsecure it e w “*hy plece ag en
irddepencent netion Titting into =Shs Treameworlk of the coming
wew Lrder Zurope,

-ignmenter tThet these peorple wers,. slore &ll this ceme To hépnen,
terned extreme Hatio nelists, it is ,therefore,very unlikely
sact they should sudienly heve turned into envi~-nationel sell-
outs waniing —or a7 lgést willing To- :ive up tris nesion of
Gheirs, It stends <o “elieve TRES they ne 1u,‘v thelir so~-celled
-a21;_ca“von,to look %o sorwey's Lest intverests,however nuch

fa)
They might et thet po = plevallﬂng najorixy
point of view, This would certainly neve earned them the clessi-
Ticetion as rekels,and 1 even know sorme of then would accepi
thet cherge., e mey ekl think whet we like etout revolutionne
ries and rebels, out I essume there is & pretiy generel consent
that Yeing & sueh is not InTemizing es is teing & traitor.,

.-pproaching the end of this exposé I £o on to sey thet former

> menmbers did end do not a&ccept the q:ttsoppgjaret" &s equit-
atle justice,on the ground thet they commitied no treson,beczuse
there was in féct no on-going war to comnnit any treason in, This
also fully applies to the volunteers on the sastern Front,;lrstly
tecause no such Iiorwegian war was going on,end,secondly, beccuse
ho*w»y BXxx¥xx neither was nor hed ever been an ally of the

Soviet Union, - .

Furthermore,there is the notorious poi:rt of their teing con=~
victed on regulations given retroactive elfect,in flegrant ine
fringement ol sectiion 97 of our Congtituvion, - the shortest .
of them 2l1l,2nd rﬁaal;g sinmply :"io lew mey Ye given reiro-
active effect," Later on,this country hes cgicned internationel
hunen rights convenulons to the sans el7ec¥,

~dd to this that those new reguleztions &lso implied the
principle of collective guiit end responsitility,which wes
to have not only moral,but also very serious economic conse-
gquences,in that each and every KS member was held responsible
for the alleged mischief the Quisling Government hed perpetre~
ted, I remember Pope Pius stating'in 1545 or-46 that in Chris- -
tian ethics there is no such thing .as z collective’ guilt, That
was sald relating to Germany,but would surely apply to.this .
country as well., The Norwegian.State Churhh,was not:accessible”_‘
o Cop A0 T '

to that Roman teaching;‘, L ]
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There is one point more to be put forth : In states of the type

we like to say ours is ,everybody is supposed to be equal before

the law. How,in the "rettsoppCJor this was definitely not the
case, 1f you rea11y mean there is a war going on,and the foreign
forces occupying the countryaege simply the enemy, - how,then,

would you look upon people undertaking to bulid barracks yairfields,
gunsites and the like for this same enemy ? That 1s,voluntar$1y
doing so ? What about shipyards and their personnel busily building
and doing repeir and maintenQHCp work on his warships,or files of
workers carrying bombs and armunition aboard his bomber~airplanes ?
Cr skilled workers neking shells for his ertillery and torpedoes
for his U~-toats ? Ve shall nmost pr obably agree that this was,if
ever such help there was,help in effective deed to the sald eneny,
How,in terms of the "Retusoppgaoret" it obviously was not.

In addition to the 90 000 cases/originally put up for investigation,
you would have hzd more than 100,000 traitors more, (The exect fi-
gure is not available,) In these more then 100,000 cases there
would have been no need for long and pains~taking investigation
wvork, But this huge zdditional number of people,evidently had not
known and not understood what each and every NS member weas autome-
tically supposed to have, Leither can the lot of civil servents

who kept departmental and lower-level administretion going in Qiis-~
ling's times have understood much of it all, The same applies %o
the jJudges and lawyers who saw to the putting into prazctice of his
laws and regulations, From 1945 onwards you saw them again,turning
the wheels of the "Rettsoppgjoret" s Somehow they had,if appeared,
waged their secret war against fhe enemy. A very secret war it
must have bteen, £5 had the police oifficer vho organized +the
rounding-up and deportation of ths Jews,

There were,in short,many and numerous categories of people the
IS nemters mlght have expected to see elongside them in courts,
prisons and cenps. They met praciically none of them, You will
nos+t probably agree,then,that there was no equality before the lew,
The whole of it reminds one most of all of that 014 Testament
scapegoat way of the people's ridding itself of all sins committed,
iiaybe the secret of this letting out of important groups which
were surely in a pretty critical situation at the time,should jus-
tice -or what was so termed- te equally applied,was that they all
knew so much about each other,and therefore tacitly agreed on the
Lamdw of mutual silence., The press wes one of them, And the press
had,as you know,depperately good reasons for keeping silent, I Think
you‘will understand thet hardly one of the "Rettsoppgjoret" victims
felt he was given a fair trial., It turned out to be a legal
transcription of the Dantesque "Lasciate ogni speranza,voi ch,entrat

'ilIt certainly goes without saying that after a war and 1ong years of
 occupation a necessity arises to look into: what happened andwwhat

was -done- by whom, There surely were crimes to be: punished:aAnq; 3
thpre surely were crimes to be punished on Toth’ sides,ig%yo ﬁiogk
' ve: ' £008 :

anqamnlgty«covering everybody not guiltyw
@’time %ommon law,.Even in manytof}
e ger‘a;nﬂleniegcy¢mighﬁ£hav7*, &
VBT L R BB A Y e TN gl o LA M
I TN fany cas R TR
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and human conduet which the individual in question had up to
that fateful change observed., This,evidently,is more than it
would bte humanly right or possible to claim in such times as
were the first pdstwar years, Fut there could,at the very leest,
have been the generosity of paying respect to the notives of
those belonging to the opposite side,

One of our great poets once asked why the world wes so slowly
progressing, I fear the¢e is rezson to state that in some re-
spects it hes not teen progressing in our nodern times,nkdther
slowly nor at any other pace, 1t comes to ny nind thet in remote
times one of our grezt k;ngs who supervised the wziting of his
own saga=- took care to zet on “eco“d the words of deep respect he
spoke &t the burial of his mein adversary,killed in battle ageinst
this same klnb. Ur in years nearer 1o ours the generous words of
that great Frenchman and great eanachronism of our times ,and,by the
way,himself a retel egainst his own legal Vichy Gove*nment but a
victo¥ious ome, - that wes General Je Gaulle,dedicated to his Ene-
nies of the ”Collatoraulon bﬂlertly,ne cays, ¥rance is weeping
over the graves of "ces grands aevoyes 'yas he was,fronm his own
point of view, in the fullest of rights to term them, That is the
soldierly spirit thet was so vadly l:ocking here,

Our’ good kother Horwaey hes had her tesrs to shed too., She might
have been spered the ones she wept -and is still weeping,l do
think- over this lack of magnanimity to which the postwar Purge
bore so strong a.testimony, That is,to my mind,the lasting stain
on this part of our li:|.story.






