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storbritt .. n1.a ..... Norek-britisk avtale om noreke vaepnede styrker i 
28. mai 1941. . ~ 11J :36'O 

Texts composing the arrange",ents between His Majesty~a GOyerlllllent 'f 

in the United Kingdom and the Royal Norwegian Government in . y 

respeot of the Norwegian Armed Forces in the United Kingdom •. 
.. ' t 

I. - Agreement of the 28th May, 1941, between Hie Majesty'a ,. 
Government in the United Kingdom and the Royal Norwegian 
Government concerning the organization and employment of the " 
Norwegian Armed Forces in the United Kingdom and,two explanatory 
notes forming part of the A,reement: - , 
(a) Main AGreement and four Appendices rel .. ting to Land, Naval 
and Air Forces and Jurisdiction respectively. 
(b) Note from the Secretary of state for Foreign Affairs to the 
Norwegian Foreign Minister explaining the manner in which His 
Majesty's Government inS the United Kingdom intend to interpret 
certain clauses in Appendix II relating to Norwegian Naval Forces. 
(c) Note from the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the 
Norwegian Foreign Minister explaining the attitude of His Majesty's 
Government , in the United Kingdom in regard to offences committed ,., 
Gn board Norwegian Warships. 

II. - ' Correspondence connected with the Norwegian Forces Agreement •. 
of the 28th May 1941, but not forming part of the Agreement itself:­
(a) Exchange of letters between ltr. strang and the Norwegian Minister 
in London regarding the procedure for the reference to the appropriate 
British authority of sentence of death passed by Norweg~an'~~l~tary , 
courts. 
(b) Letter from Mr. strang to the Norwegian M~nister in London 
explaining the Procedure proposed by H~s Majesty's Treasury for the _ 
exam~nat~on of accounts to the Royal Norwegian Government in 
connection with the Norwegian Forces. 
(c) Letter from, A~r Commodore Boyle to the Officer Commanding the 
~orweg~an Air Forces explaining the manner in which the British Air 
Ministry propose to interpret the clauses regarding jurisdict~on over 
the personnel of the Norweg~an Air Forces in AppendixXi IV of the 
Agreement. 

I (a) Agreement between the Government of the United K~ngdom and the 
Royal Norweg~an Government concerning the organization and Employment 
of the Norwegian Armed Forces in the United K~ngdom. 

The Gov.ernment of Norway and the Goyernment of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 'Affirming their determinat~on to 
prosecute the war to a succesful conclusion, Agreeing that one of th.~ , 
object,s of the war is the re-establ~shment of the freedom and ,." 

" 

. , 

independence of Norway through its complete liberation from German ., 
domination. . .. "., I' 

Recognizing the importance in their common interest for lItIlintainil)If .,"' , 
the armed forces of Norway. and desirinjt to estll.blish the principles . f'''' ,>, 

on which these forces will be organized for eo-operation, with the .}" _, 
Allied Armed Forces, haYe agreed as follows 1 . ' , _ ~',M 

" , ., , , . 
Article I. I .. 

~he l'Iorwe:1an Armed Forces ill The United Kingdom (comprisi.nKLand,, ';" -, . 
8ea. and Air Forces) shall be employed either for tile de!etlCe ,. of , tp.e,l~ ~I:r:i 
United Kingdom or for the purpose of regaining Norway. ", ".r_ ... '_; ....... ~·' ,,_ ".~ 
They shall be organized and employed under British Comm&nd. in U .s ' • 
eharact!,r as the Allied HiGh. COllll!land, aa the Arllled FDrees of ~. ~\i;' 
Kingdom of Norway allied with the United Kingdom. '" ' 

" Article Z. " , 
~he· ~orweg1an Land YDrcen shall be reoon8ti~uted in the 

i f;ln$dOlll il). acoordance with the conditiQ1l8 laid 
~t the present Agre ement. '. 
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Article }. 
Units' ef the Norwegian Na'Y 
Nayy in accordance with the 
of the present Asreement. 

, . 
shall be employed with · the British .: ' ., 
eondi t101l8 laid d.olfll in Appendix ,11 , ' ... ' "i ,I 

"" "f ~ ~~' " 
" .... ~~. --I' J 

1 " . . \.} , . . , 
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Article It. 
Units of the Norwegian Air Forces ahall be organized to operate 
with the BritilSh Air 1'0roe as protiaecl in Apendix III of. th"~'" 
preeent A«reeaent. ,. '. ~ .... 

Article 5. 
Jurisdiction over the personnel 
be exercieed in accordance with 
the pre~ent Agreement. 

of the Norwegian Armed ForCe. ahall ,,, ....• 
the prod.nons o'f Appe~d1x IV.> 01' " .. '. ,.,,: 

. - , " 

llrticle 6. 
1) The -Norwegian Armed Forces shall be equipped. paid &md .maintained 
at the expenee of the Norwegian Government. . . 
(2) subject to any specific condition to the. contrary 1n "the 
Appendices of the present A~eement, any costa incurred by the 
British .athorities ~n connection with the application of the present 
Agreement •. shall on demand be reimbursed by the Norwegian GoverDlllent 
to the Government of the United Kingdom. 
In witness whereof the undersigned. duly authorized for this purpose 
~y respective Governments, have signed the present Arreement and 
have affixed thereto their seals. 
Done in duplicate in London the 28th day of May 1941. in the 
english language. A Norwegian text shall subsequently be agreed 
upon . between the contracting Governments, and both texts ah~l~hen 
be equally authentic, 

(s) Trysve L:h 
(s) Anthony Eden 

---0---
Appendix I 

Relating to the Xorvegian 
Land Forces. 

.... .. , . 

(1) The BOTWe~an Land Forces wil1 consist of the Norwegian . troop • 
now in the United Kingdom, and such units as may be transfer~ed to , " 
the .United Kingdom from overseae. 
(2) The fcllowing Articles refer to these Land 
include the necessary auxll:iary and ancill:iary 
staffs, and formations. 

, -~ ..( .. 
Forces, which will ' ,.' 
servicee, h~~dquaters . 

(3) The numbers of units and formations wil1 depend upon the 
persolll1el and equipment available now and :in tbe fuhre. , 

Article 2. 
(1). The Norw~~an Land Forcee shall, ae ~ar as poesible, retain 
the .choracter of a Norw.egian Force in respect of, persolll1el, C', ,'"i ' 
part1cululyas regards die:l.pline, laneuage. promotion and dut1ea~ ;'" ~ 
{2} The Norwegian Land Forces ldll be completed b,: callinc up , ',,>,,; • 
NorwegiJan. subjecte and by drattin« of volunteers. , . , '.' ". ;' • 

I ~', • 

Article ,. :' .~ 

" 

(l) lforweg:l.an units and formations lSh~ be command.d by Norweg:l.an~ ~.; , 
.. ,officers. British organj,zation ehal1 be adopted, but 1I0r'We/fian, " ' • . ,' .. " 

1 ' ,,) 'regimental co ours, and all diet1nct.1ons Of rank and badges 01' t.he '¥"}, . 
Norwegian Army may be retained., '. •. ,'. , <I,;j' t:!.,­
(2) The Norwegian . Land Forcee shall be 'IUIder. 8ritish ·. Command, .1n. ," ;", , ';-< l\ 
ita character as the Allied High Comaand, wh1c~ z&7 place u~it • . 9r ~ .' • 

I." '1 formatioDII under the COCUlander of a suped.ol' BrJ.t:l.lSh ~ rmatio". , :1;1,' ',; .... ~., , 
, ':,'" is understood that the Norwegian Land rorcell will, a/l, .~.r aa. ;P.qst;:UI}. .. . '. il 

'(, ,I'!f ~ r', ,,., .. used as one unit ,. ~. ~ \.; !t;!,} :, "~ , ','{' 

. ., ". :. ", .~l '1'" ~ •• ..I. b. f)" ! 
Y ..-..{ ~ .... 
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Article 4 • 
The Government of the United Kingdoo 8gree to complete the arms 
and equipment of the Norwegian Land Forces to the al(re.ed scal,e 
as soon as practicable. " 

Article 5. 
The British military authorities shall attach a suitable number 
of officers and non-commissioned officers of the British Army ae 
instructors to the Norwegian Land Forces for the period of their 
instruction; and to assist in familiarizing the~orwegian cadres 
with British material. , 

Appendix II 
Relating to the Norwegian 

Naval Forces. 
Units of the Norwegian Navy, the details of which shall be agreed 
upon between the British and Norwegian naval authorities, shall be 
attached to the British Navy and be under the operational control , 
of the British naval authorities. Any other units which may be 
operating, under the direction of the Norwegian naval authorities 
shall co-operate with the British Navy as circumstances permit in 
action against the common enemy. 

Article 2. 
Al.l units of the Norwegian Navy, under the command of Norwegian 
officers and manned by Norwegian crews, shal.l operate under the . 
Norwegian flag. The Norwegian authorities shall be responsible for 
maintaining and replacin~ the personnel. of their vessels. The 
British authorities shal.l render all possible assistance in the 
mobilization and training of Norwel(ian naval reservists. 

, 

Article 3. 
The internal administration of all Norwegian vessels and their 
personnel shaJ.l remain the responsibility of the Norwegian naval 
authority, but vessels attached to the British Navy and placed 
under the operational control of the British ~MmMIK1I~ naval 
authorities shall act under the orders of the British Commanders 
of tlte units to whi,ch they are attached. 

Article 4. 
At the request of the Norwegian authorities or the Commanders of 
Norwegian vessels the British naval authorities shal.l meet the 
requirments of the Norwegian vessels for fuel, stores, victual~ &c., 
md shall arrange for Norwegian vess~ls to be repaired or refitted 
as ,may be necessary. 

Articl.e 5. 
Unl.ess otherwise stipulated in special. cases, the following 
conditions shall govern the l.oan by the Government of the United F ', 

Kingdom 10 the Government of Norway of any British warships wh~ch 
II!By be incorporated in the Norwegian Na",,: - , ••• 
(i) The British AdmiraJ.ity and the Commander-in-Ch.1.ef, Norwegian ", 
Navy. will agree upon the British war-vessels to be lent fol:" "'" 

, incorporation in the Norwegian Navy. ' , ," 
(i1) The vessels to be so lent shall be handed o.er ' tree of Dq ." 

,_, charge in good sea going concti. tion. They shall be in all. , respectjS' _ ~, 
complete with armaments and fuol, and with normal. stocks of I,"~ ,:, " 
ammunition and nlival, medical and victuallill.!; stores. ,\ ' 

, 

• 
.... 

,I 

,'f 

(ii1) All coste of maintenance of the nesds after their . " 
,incorporation in the Norwegian Navy, including i!ooet of fuel. ' stores, : 
ammunition, &c., cost of refit, re-nairs Bnd upkeep, IInd pay Qf ,>.:~ ," ,.~~, 

shall be defrayed from Norwegian funda. ,.1 " ;".',,~,, ... :.J_ ~J, 

INSTITUTT 'F-OR -. '" ,!j 

SA¥,TlDSHISTORIE,'" eon,~~' 

'" I, 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



." 

• I 

. , 
'.' 

" 

.... 

. '. 
" 

. ~ ~~, ." 

. " 

" 

J 

c ' ' 

" 

,c 

•. 

,,' . , . 
~ ,..;. , ,'.~ 

(1V) ,Vessels on loan and incorporated in the Norweaian N","Y .. sh,u"e' "', , .~ 
bf> maintainf>d, at the expence of Norwe/p-an funds. at the 'G8J!l0 '" > ~, ""'; 
standard of efficiency as corresponding vessels of the Brlti~'1 NaY:rt '.;. _, 
Any, al teration or addition Approved by the British Admirality tor.· " .. ,:,"" 
incorporation in a class of vessel. of whioh one has bf>en included 'c' i :'" 
in the Norwegian Navy shall be carried out in that vessel. a. :l.f th!, , ...... , 
vessel still formed part pf the British Navy. ~l1t .. tb.e cost t~l!r,eof, .... ,.,J 
shal&> be charged to Brl tish funcis. ~ •.. " "",!. 
(v) Vessels on loan shall remain the property of the Goverrunent of ,." 
the United Kingdom. and at the end of the period, of Co-oPllratiol;l .'.~",, ;; 
between the British Navy and the Norwegian Navy, or· at ,an ea.;:liwz: .. , ... ~ 
or later date which may be lIlutually agreed upon, they shall be .. ! 
returned to the Government of the United Kingdom in good aea-going 
condit:l:on as regards equipment and stQres as they w.ere at the "t1l1. 
of the loan. 
(vi) In the event ot a vessel while on loan being stranded or wreckecl •... ". 
it shall be for the British Admirality to daeide whather an attempt _<.;-~.~ , 

at salvage shall be made. _ ... ' : ·~~;#r,.,~ 
Shoul.d it .be· decidsd to salve or to attempt to salYe the vessel. the .. ~. 
sal vage expenc.es shall be born by the British Admiralit;y •. but the cost . " ,. 
01: the repair of the vessel shall be defrayed from Norwegian funds • . -,..l,., "" 
(vii) In the event of a vessel while on loan being lost or damaged.. .. 
beyond repair, no claim for the vessel shall be made on the , .. , 
Norwegian Government. but any BUms derived from the sale or sallfage,.,. 
of the vessel shall accrue to the British Admirality. by whom any. 
salvage expenses will be defrayed. 
(viii) Should one of the vessels be damaged in circumstances in which 
a third party is liable for damage sustained by the vessel. any 
compensation received from the .third party shall be 'set ' off aga1.ll8t " 
the cost of repairing the vessel and any balance over and abo •• the . . ,., 
cost of repairs shall be credited to the Norwegian Government. "., •• 
Should .the compensation received be insuffiCient to meet ~he ful.l 
eost of the repa.irs, . the deticit shall be charged to Norwegian .tun.d.s • . ,'. 
If the vessel is lost in such circUIIIstances. any compensation .r.ece.1ve~_<, 
shall be payable to the British Admirality. . _ ,_. ' _ 
(ix) In the event of one of the vessels while on loan calising : !1ama.e. 
in' respect of which compensation may be payable to a third party. , Ill).Y . .., .. . , .... ' 
such cOlllp~nsation shall be paid from Norwegian f'II.nde. ," ~ ": ~ ... "' ...... . . 

Appendix III ·'.i 
Relating to the Norwegian 

Air Forcea. 

Article 1 • . , 
certain units of the Norwegian Air Force.s 
British Air Force and shall act under the 
British Air Forcs authoritieS. 

" \ 

shall be attached .to .,\he .; 'r" 

operational. cO:t;Ltrol. 0.1 ,.t~" , • 
-, . j'n 11--' _~'-!.,\. ,..-~ ...... _ 

Article 2. ",," .. . , 
. , 'l'.heee , unite of the Norwegj.an Air Forcee ehall operate under '" the "; . 

Norwegian nag and shall be manned by 1II0rweaian personnel. The • . ~, ,. 

• 

Uorwegian authorities shall be r esponsible for maJ..ntaining ,anel . "" ',.., 
,,'" replac;!.ng ·the personnel of these units. as neaeSBaZ'l".' 'rhe Bri ti,8b.~,~ " . . >,;:, 

~ut.hori ties $all rendar all possible aaaistance i n th.e 'J:l.Qb111zati,oll •. 
and trid.ning of the personnel .in the Norwesian A1r F~rceJs. ,:, ,'~' .,:';. '~.' 

Article }. . ~': " ( .':::; :':i'::~i '~ 
'\ .. ;;;' 

'. I~ 

(1) The internal a.win1stration of all Norwegian air un~t .. . and the1li/' .. ' ;-:.i: <, 
personnel !!hall remain the respons1b1.lity of the ~orwegiQn 'l;luthor,it;J:\ '.~~." '. 
but ,11l1:its "ttaehed to the Br1.tish Air Foree and placed uneler .. tlUI ~ ."",:~.:: 
ol'erational control of the Britieh Air Force .. uthorit~:es li\hall , 4<::' J ", .. <.~ 
under the orders of the Brl.tish COllUllllllders Of the J'orlll.~j,olil' tq: .':l'~c~:".~;~ 
they are attached. . .,', " ,,, .• ,' •. 'f!".~ ~, 
{in 'rhe d~taUed condltio.ns ot eernee of Norwe«ian Air 'PeJ'SOIUIJtl.. *"," .£:~ 
elallloyed w1 th the Br! tie.h Air Force lIIhall be ananged 11;, d:i.rll~~ 'I~ '" r-

., . di*cuseion between the appropriate lforweSiG allthorUhs and \lit !t!~}, 
!j., {t, ',p!' ~~:'" F oU.r ~ ... " -"1 . " '., INSTITUTT IFO}l}, ' .,,,,.' .~,. :\;J;a-t>";:U\ '''. ,. ." l 

~:I~~ .. .iI ~,( ~. ':.!)ol ,-..,: ~ , • _. . - '. • h~rl " _ '\'~:" \ 1 ~,~ "l.J. 1~ - fi" 
~~:;.1~t11~·:~\"1~~";\:it>~t •.. ; '~~, • L"I· • ,t S.A¥.T1DSHISTunI~ , ... ,..... ,.~ · .. 4 iloo •. ". "I'h !iir;,;.frr"~~~ 
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Appendix IV. 
Reiating to Jurisdiction 
over Members of the Norwe&ian 

Armed Forces. 

INSTITUTT FORi 
SAMTIDSHISTORiE~ 

, " 

Article 1. " 

"" .,' 
~, 

," 

Subject ' to the provisions of Articles 2. :5 and 4 ·below. jurisdiction .,,~,' 
in matters of discipline and internal. administration over lIIembers"., ' of', , , ' 

of the Norwegian Land. Sea and Air Forces in the United Kin/tdoa , '''',.0' 
shalJ. be execised in accordance with Norwegian military J.aw, aD-d,~~" 
offences against diacipJ.ine shall be tried and puniishect according13 ,:,,,,', 
by the Norwegian Service courts and Authorities, ;" (. '-''', 

ArticJ.e 2. 
Personnel of the Norwegian Air Forces 'serving with the British Air 
Force, whether in Norwegian units or individualJ.y. shall be subjec.t,,_~,.-, 
to British Air Force discipJ.ine and British Air Force law as if tile,. • ,', 
were commissioned or enlisted in the British Air Force. so lon& as ,~ : 
they are serving with a unit of the British Air Force or with a uni~" .~ 
of the Norwegian Air Forces stationed at a British Air Force station. , _ 
They shall also be subject to the appropriate military law of the 
Norwegian Forces, when not serving with a unit of the British Air ' 
Force or at a British Air Foroe station. Where an Air Force court 
is consti tu ted for the trial of an officer or airman of the Norwegian ,,"'" 
Air Forces serving with the British Air Force for an offence agains,t~ .... " , 
BriUsh Air Force law. it shall consist of an equal number of Brit:i-sh • .'. 
and Norwegian officers, with, in addition. a British officer.,IS "",_,~ " I,.' 

President of the Court. 

Article ,. 
The offencee of murder, manslaughter and rape shalJ. be tried on1y by 
the Civil Courts of the Um ted Kingdolll. .' ,_ ." -,. 

Article 4. 
Acts or omissions constituting offences against the J.aw of the Unit .. a~ 
Kiu.gdom other than murder. manslaughter and rape wilJ. be U,able . to , _",,",' 
be tried by the Civil Courts of the United ' Kin~dom. 

Article 5. 
In the case of any offence coming under Articles 3 or ~ above, the 
facts shall be reported without deJ.ay. in accordance with arraniem~tlS •. 
tQ be made between the Norwegian and British Authorities, by the 
responsible authorities of the Norwegian Force concerned to the ,,, : 
appropriate authority in the United' Kine;dom unl.ess the offender 1 .• ,_ ., 
already in the custody of the civil authorities. . 

!j..~ f" • ?' .. ~ 

Artic1e 6. 
, Where a member of the Norwegian Armed Forces ' is to be tried by a " ,', 
Civil Court of the United Kingdom. the responsible authorities ~f >,';' , 
the Norwegian Force concerned pha11 give such facUit1es ,to th_ ,,,..;. ,,;­
appropriate ciul authorities in the United Xingdom laS lIlJY be, ,',I 

necessary for the purpose of proYidin& for the tri.al. . ,'" '" \ " 
'. Article 7. 

lihen members of the Norwegian Land, Sea and Air J'orc~ts, are lSer~jsg . ,"';, 
in any territory outside the United llngdom which ill under "th" , .,,",v·, 

, authOrity of the Government of the United X:!.ngdoll the eXprtI_l!leioJl, '~'''< 
"United Kingdom" shall. in relation to those J:lembera. mean that ",~ 
terretory. I, 

" Article 8. . 
Any offenoe or Yot of olllisaion colllJlitted by any lI1eI3bn' of the- {::~"A .' 
Norwegian Amed Forces on board a \IIarahip nying the ftorweC1~ -!la& :-,;,; ,"', 
1.s excluded froll the .cope of J,rt1oles J. 4. 511lUl6 Dt ' preaen.t,_::;,..:,.\'.,.,,'", " 
App.enr.p.;x. , -.. 

'" , , 
" 
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secretary of Stata for Foreien Affairs 
to ihe 

Norwecian For~sn ~ter. 

Foreign Office, London S.W. 1, 
M.,- 28th 1941 .. , 

Your Exeeel'lenc,.1 , 

", . 
",,/ 

With reference to the Agreement concerning the organiz4tion and 
employment of the Norwegian Armed Forces in the United Kingdom, 
which we have signed to-day, I have the honour to 81.e your EKeellency 

, the following explanation of the way in which His ~esty' Government 
in the United Kingdom intend to interpret parographs (v) vi) of 
Article , in Appendi% 11 relating to the Norwegian Naval Forcesl - , 
Paragra ph (v). 
It is intended by the phrase "they shall be returned ••• in good 
sea going condition" that the cost of repairins any damage incurred 
by the veasels during the periode of their service aa Norwegian war 
ships, and the cost of remedying defects, so a. to make the vessele 
fit for further sea-going service, shall be chargeable to the 
Norwegian funde. 
It ls not intended to imply that any charge will be made on account' :" 
of normal deterioration of material which may be expected to follow 
ae a reBU~t of aervice and age. " .. .. 
~he intention as regards stores and equipment is that (i) sbortages ," 
of consumab~e Btores, os compared with the original outfits of the 
veesels, shall be chargeable to Norwegian funds, (11) losses of and 
damage to non-consumable stores and equipment shall be similarly 
Chargeable but (11i) no charga shall be made on account of deter.loratioD 
of the value of non-consumabla stores and equipment due to fair wear 
and tear. 

Paragraph (vi). 
The implication ot thie paragraph is that tbe British AdmU'ality, 
which has all salva«e and repair facilities in thin clountry under , 
its control. ia in the best poBition to judge of the praoticabilit7 , 
of salving a sttranded vessel and to decide whether aalvage is worth 
while, in view of tbe aftert which would be necesaary to make &I mUYed 
vessel tit for further usefUl service. The Norwegian Government may b. 
assured that an attempt at salve,e of a stranded veesel would no~ ba y 
pursued unless there vas a reasonable prospeot that the cost of ",,', " .. -
salvage and subsequent repair resourcea of this oountry are strained " 
to the utmost at the preseDt time, that the crut of ealvQge 1d.ll .','" 
fall upon British , funds, and that therefore there ia no incentive ':".' " 
to attempt eal. va&e operations which are like17 to be uneconomical.. .. , ,_ " 
Nevertheless, the British Ad!Urality w1l1 conault the Norwegian ~ , ' , .. 
Naval Commander-io.oChiet beforehand in an,. case which it GeellS ',\., 
likely. under pars«raph (vi), that the coat of repairing a ual.~d '. 
veaeel would fall ,heavUy upon Norwegian funds. , _ ,", 
S11l111arly. the Norwegian Ranl Cot!llland.r~11l-ClU.ef viil be "conoUlted . ,!; 
in case the repair of a ship extensively damaged in 'actionQ ~a ~1k~lr- ,: , 
to tall hea"~il,. upon Ncrwegian tunds, ' ; , ',..",' 'rt' ' 

. INSTl1:trr't "F0'n. 
S~TIDS),!~~TO;RI~ " 

I, ,. '''' 

I have, &c., 

Anthllll)' Sde •• -: 

\ ,-
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secretary of state ·for Foreign Affairs 
to the 

Norwegian roreign Minister. 

. . 

Foreign Office" London S.W. 1, 
May 28th 1941:. 

Your Excellencyl 

,~ '. 

ArticJ.e 8 of Appendix IV to the Agreement l<hich we have concluded 
to-day provides, as part of the arrangements for jurisdiction over 

." 

.; 

the personneJ. of the Norwegian Armed Forces, that any offence .or act 
of »MMX omission committed by any member of the Norwegian Armed Forces 
on board warships flying the Norwerrian naval flag shall be excluded 
from the scope of Articles 3, 4, 5 and 6 of Appendix IV and thus from , 
the reservations which those articles contain in respect of the . 
competence of the civil courts of the United Kingdom. 

.. . " 

In view of the special circumstances arising from the fact that Norwe~an 
warships are not only based upon ports in the United Kingdom, but 
also depend upon them for docking and repair facilities, His Majesty's . 
Government in the United Kingdom Wish, however, to place on record 
their understanding that the exclusion of this class of offences and acta 
of omission from the scope of the agreement does not mean that they , 
could not be tried by a c171l court of the United K;l.ngdom under the . ' 
ordinary criminal law of this country in cases where the proper . >. 

l1or\feg1an authority had seen fit voluntarily to surrender the offc:nder. ' 
His J.1ajesty's Government might think it proper to request such.. . " 
voluntary surrender for the trial by the civil courts in a special . 

, case where a member of the crew of a Norwegian w:;u'ship was accused ef 
having commtted a criminal offence aCainst a member of the civil 
population who happened to be on board the ship when. it was 1.n a ,. 
port of this country. ., , .. 

For example, such a case might arise where the ship goes into port ' 
or dock for repairs and persons who are not mCI:lbers of the crew .are , .... 
employed on the ship for the purpose of carrying out the rep~rs • . 

His t1ajesty' s Government in the United Kingdom are confident that . 
the Norwegian Government \nll appreci.ate their point of view :In this ~ 
matter and that they might count upon a favour3ble sesponse if .they , .... , 

. ever felt bound, in t he special circumstances cOlltel:lplated, to invite:. "', 
the competent Norwegian naval authority to waive immunity and to ' :.' ';. 
surrender for trial by a United Kingdom civil court .. member of the 
Norwegian armed forces in respect of an act cO!J1ll1:1.tted. on boca.rd a ., 
Horwe!>iBn warship in a lIritish port • 

," 

I haT!!, &c'" 

Anthony Eden 

.. 

, 
" 
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M~. strang to the Norwegian minister • 

", . 

", , 
"" !r. 

, 
4 ' J, I 

,I "';' .<'. 
I •• - ", 

Foreign Office, septemp~r 23rd • . l~ 

~!y dear M:!.nister I , ') 
In my letter. of the 3rd september I sent your ElCce1.1ency. for the , . ',:', " ,. 
consideration of your Government. the draft of prons,"ons to" regula1;e .. , " 
the elCercise by your Government of jurisdiction ~ver lI1ell1bers of i,t, ",,' .. 
. armed forces in th:l.s country. . .' " 
2. There :l.s one further point :l.n connection with the question of 
jurisdiction which I have to bring to your attention. 
3. In the debate in the House of Commons on the 22nd August on the 
Allied Farces Bill to empower Allied Governments to enforc e 
discipline among their own troops, some apprehension was shown lest 
the penalty of death might be inflicted an members of the Allied .' 
Forces in circumstances '-lhich >1ould not justify a sill1ilar sentenc e ., 
upon members· of the Bn tish Forces. 
An Amendment to the Bill was moved to restrict the cOll1petenc e of 
Allieu courts in this respect to passing sentences of death only fa r , 
offences for which a similar sentence could be passed un der the la., ~" " 

, of the United Kingdoll1. 
This amendment was, however, withdrawn, on the Parliamentary Under­
Secretary of State for \~ar undertaking to convey the views of the .,_ .> 

House of Cocrmons to the Allied Governments. .' .. ' •. ; , , 
4.This question of the death pena.1,ty has now been carefully consider ed " 
bp: the competent departments of His Majsty's Government in the 11&111; .'<_" •. ' . 
of the debate in the House of Commons and of the undertaking given .. ~ 

by Sir Edward Grigg. It is appreciated that the Allied Military Courts 
might well be placed in considerable difficulty owing to lack of 
familiarity ,dth the law and procedure of British Military Courts, and 
it is ther~fore suggested that the best procedure would be for the " 
Allied Governments to agree that, in the event of one of thei'r court:-, 
martials in the United Kingdom passing a sentence of death on a · 
member of their forces, the circumstances would at once be reported 
to ,the 'head of the appropriate British Government Departll1ent for the 
particular Sernce concerned (the Board of Admiral.:\.ty or the ..6 ec r.e tal:,Y , . " 
for War or for Air), and that the sentence would not be carried out. '" . ,~, .' 
un;til the appropriate British authority had signified .. concurrence._ -"., ",. 
If the .appropriate British authority felt bound to recommend thll.t; , .~_~!~, ~,' 
sentence should be reduced in severity, .so as to bring it into .' . ", ". , 

. \ .... _, .... • .~_ • • t,'; . 

harmony with the la~1 or custom of The United Kingdom ,as regarde .. , ~~ " ." 
!ritish forces, it would He understood that the competent authority ,,:r 
in the Allied Goverlll!lent would take the necessary steps to ,cpmute .~J?" " " ._': " 

Jthe sentence. " '''.: 1; . ,'",,-. 

'5. I ' am instructed to requeet that you will be so good ,as . to br1ng".,.,.~ " 
the . foregoing to the notice of the Norwegian Governml!nt and ,.tQ, ,4V!t",::;",,,, 
them to express their concurrence 'in the propoeed pro .e,edu~~~~,~' '. "".t, .:, ,:.,).' . 

6~: It .is proposed that a similar arrangem&nt should also app'l:t~ ii;l '<':f": : ':. 
, ,~:',~ ,'.' ' any ~erri~osy outside the. 'Unihd Kingdom whj,ch :1s unaer ,. thlli "u~llori~ .~ 
.,' ~. \ '. of HloS MaJestyl s GovernJllent in the United ltinltdolll. ', in the, • .event 'Oro' ., ,". ,~ ", 
'. " '., :" ' Nor",eg~ forces ooming to operate there. In the ease of .. these oTe~:' . '~l. ':,~ 

,~.'," ~,.... ee .. a territor.ies the p&.Ssage of the death ·lSent.enet! would be repc.r.te~;:;i;'·';:~::' 
.'l ,t . '., "'. by the lllied CollUl!llnder to th.e British General Comma:nc\1ng-1n-C,Ue f ',,' .... ;;~~ ,'," 
, ' '. ;,'i. ', ," ,I, or other Sertice allthor1ty under whOBe high c01lllllllnd the ,AUi cl. :r.cre.e, .;"" 

";" r; .. ;'.' • ,.,"'1, . "" 'Were operating. ., ,.' "~" .,,~ 
.' 0. ..:r. ... '.;-':-' ::, ,_'''' ",,~... I ,,"-,t t'~'" ~ r,:. 

"',;' '!N$T\TU'l1T FOR tours 6l.ncerely, , .. ,re ·"'\:';',:i,·»:"r;.' '" • 
.. SAMTlDSHISTORlE .' ' JI. st~r'_.;'~"".;t·':+,:>, ,~4;, .t!, 

'I '.,r t;.t'\o1l). ,to --0-- "t-~/. :.::'~ ·'.·~~ .. i· '· ,1t·:l:I'";r~"'~~.;:':fnf ..... ~~ ..... 
.. '. 'I: > \... <,' . , .:\ " '6<,f~ ,~J'l' .. :~. 

~ 1- - .la " """', -<P+tt!.;II 
'I "I'_I\,Oj ... 4r:!QCfn't 1,l. ... .. "~ ~'" ~ l,.ft.,,~ 

.~ • ,P.' , ~1' 1. '.i ;.t\ ' 

• ~,,;" ".~'L"'\ ,.;;t~ . . ~I.; Il\:·\~·'r+.Jit~~~ ..... ~,~. 
1", ~ ~ ~ '. '.: L'I~1 I; .~' .. "!r, . .l '.r- '1.1.' '(.,.'1': "'~~ 
~. ~":,.\' . ,,,~~;: l{. 'f.J.: " Q 'I;,,'\ ~l , '~ • , ., .... i".. ."".1 _t .". -~.,,;."tI;lx:, " _~;;~ 
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Norwegian Minister to Mr. Strang. INSTITUTT ·FOR . , ... 
Royal Norwegian Leg .. MrIDSIUSTORIE.",· '''''1 ". 

London, october 21st 1940. 

Dear Mr. Strang. 
With Reference to you letter of the 23rd september 1940 (lio. c 
10086/7802/62), r~garding the draft of provissiona 'to regulate 
the exercise by the Royal Norwegian Government of jUrisdiction 
over members of its armed forces in the United Kingdom, I beg to ~ 
inforlll you that my Government have examined the Il.raft and havl! , , .. 
instruc~ed me to express their as reement with the propo'sals set 
forward by His Britannic Hajesty's Government. 
In the event of a sentence of death being inflicted on a member 
of the Norwegian Forces in this country, t he cas~ will at once 
be reported to the Head of the appropriate British Government 
Department for the Service concerned, and the sentence will not 
be carried out until the appropriate British Authority has signified 
it concurrence. 
If the appropriate British Authority should feel bound to recommend 
that the sentence should be reduced in severity, so as to bring it 
into harmony with the law or customs of the United Kingdom as regards 
British Forces, the Royal Norwegian Government will take the necessary 
steps to commute the sentence on receiving a request to that effect. 
Furthermore, th~ Royal Norwegian Government agree to the proposal . 
that a similar arrangement should apply in any territory outside th~ 
United Kingdom which is under the authority of His Majsty's ,Government 
in the United Kinsdom, in the event of Norwegian Forces coming to 
operate there. In the case of these overseas territories, the passaS,e 
of a death sentence will be reported by the appropriate Norwegian "" 
Authority to the British general Officer Commandi4g-in-Chief or other 
Service Authority under whose high command the Allied Forces w~i .' ~ 
be operating. " 
The Royal Norwegian Government \fish to add that the Norwegia~ Military 
PenaJ. Code only in a . few and IJ:rave cases applies the death sent,euc,e " _" . 
and, presumably, in no case in which the British Naval Discipline . Ac~ 
or the Army Act apply less severe punishment. . • 
I should be very grateful for your kind intermediary in brin~in~ the 
above to the knowledge of His Britannic Majesty's Government. -.-

--0--

Yours sincerely, 
(For the Minister) 

Ingv. Smith-Kielland 

'. Mr. stran~ to the Norwegian Minister. 

Foreign Office, May 13th 194~ • 

My dear Minister. 

In your letter No. 232/1941 of the 26th of April conveying the, 
comments of the Norwegian Government upon the draft text for the 

,. 

.. 
at:reement concerning the Norwegian Forces in the united Kingdom. . ':~ 
you suggested that an addition might be made at the end of Artic;l.e 1. , " .. , 
VI in the main agreement to make it clear t.hat the Norwecian .... ~ ~.~ 

, 'Government would not be asked to refund sums whi~ the:r had not ._ . 
I!peci!:1.elllly appr,oved. .. . . ,'\ .. :~. ~\ 

I explained to you in the course of our conversation on the 8th , 
May , that we had consulted the l'reallUry on th1e point, who had " ..• <:.: .. _,., 
pointed Ollt that it WCI)uld not be practic1lb1e in the llreSSllt· )f'I.r.· .. YJ ' .,"I;"'j 
time con'"'tiona to undertake thtt before any e%pendit.\l.re "ere " ... :.~.. ,~1: 
inc\lrred by l'Irit1eh authorities on behalf of the" l'Io~~s1!ln P'orc;esi , .' "tl' 1 

, whether by 'Way 01 the lIu'Pply gf equ1pl!!ent or of re.pil" \fOrk; '\)l.i! ' 
in4.1 V1du.al.~'Oem. of expenditure should first be ou\)nthd lo,," .. ' 
ap~rovd to the Norwcgj.an authorities . lf~ .however, el! 'If ulUl,er~t ~, "',l ..... ':' 

I ~ ,t Ill' ............ 'li' ... ~.J .... ; ,!,~'; ~ f. 
.,·wl";.- .; (' ~ locH"~~r ~ 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



'. 

. , , 

I' 

I • t 

1 

, . 
t~! .. ,~, ~" t.~., . , 

':" 

, 

. :. 
: " 

{, 

• 

, 1 

,'~' ,." 

·their desire of the Norwegian Government 1s to have an lII' Ol'pC.tu41.t.f J. .. ;'i: 
to ensure that before th .. y are expected to meet a bill of cost.s .\ , .....• ,' 
produced by the British authorities they should always have an ' 
opportunity of examining the details, and discussing them if necess."ry . ',. 
with a view to reaching agreement ~~th the appropriate British 
authority, then the Treasury ha.e no hesitation in say~ng that this 
would certainly be the usual procedure. . . 
The coat of · services rendered or equipment supplied' to the · Norwegian 
Forces would be ehown in detail and the British euthorities would be 
prel'ared to discuns with the Nonregian Authorities any points of doubt 
"hich the l atter might have before the bill "IaSB settle'd • 
I venture to hope that thise explanation and assurance will meet 
any doubts which the Norwegian Government fUay feel upon the point. 

--0--
Air Commodore Boyle 

to 

Yours sincerely, 
1;1 . strang. 

Officer Commanding the Norwegian 
Air Forces. 

Air Ministry, June 1941. 

My dear Riiser-Larsen. 

r understand t.hat your authorities are desirous of placing on record 
the manner in which the Air Council propose to interpret the 
jurisdiction provisions contained in Appendix IV of the Agreement 
concerning .the Organization and Employment of the .Norwegian Armed. 
Forces in the United Kingdom, and in this connection I enclose a 
copy of a Memorandum, the terms of \.hic:h have been mutually agreed 

Yours sincerely, 
A. B. Boyle. 

Hemorandum amplifying various points arising from Appendix IV, · 
relating to jurisdiction over members of the Norwegian Armed Forces, 
to the Agreement of May 28th 1941, concerning the employment of , 
Norwegian Armed Forces, and in the Order in Council to be made .under , 
Section' of the Allied Forces Act, 1940 • 

Before appointing Norwegj.an membera of a court-martial convened unde.r 
paragraph 3 (1) of the Order in Council, the convening Officer wLll 
consult ".ith the Norwegian Air Authorities \-n.,th a view to the 
apPOintment of suitable and qualified officers • 

2. Before any sentence of death passed upon an officer ' or airman .ot 

, , 

the NOI'1lr<!gian Air Forces under section 44 (a) and (h) of the 'All . " ,". 

'.' 

Force Act is confi=ed, there will be agreement 1.n writing between · .', 
the confirming authority and His Hajesty the K1.ng of Norway .in tQun9~.~ 
and before any sentence pa!lsed upon an officer or airmnn of tbe '} .. , ::... .. 
Norl'legian Air Forces awardins any ot the punishments under Section" ._" 
(d), (0) and (1) of the Air Force Act is Confi.rmed, there will b-e , .... , ,'''­
B!reem.ent in writing between the confl.rmi.nl! authority .lmG an ot~i<;.er .,*.' 
nominated by the Norwegian Governmant. .•. "" ' .'~ '. ~! .. ~' 

3. A sentence pp.ssed awarding any of the punishments unaer section ,: .,' .. 1 

44 (d), (e), (f), 1.1) and (rn) of a court·\lartisl oonYened \lnder .' <,,:-:" ~ 
' pangr"'ph 5 (1) of the .Order in Council will be executed by the " :' ,~ ., ' 
lI:p~ropr:i,lIte autho Tity in the Norwegian Ai.r Forces. ,,' }" '", "1\' I" 'I.":, 
'~., .,' ... '; ~ " 
.. 4. An oft:j.c<!:I' of the British Ail' FOTee, who J.!i qOllpet~nt' to '· g1vIt "'~"~"_ .,.,.~ 
i ,his consent fer 'the inetitution of procee~:!. ~.,,;!' p~" j. n6t An offi,, ;,'!:' iJr ..... < \, 

eirll\a n o~ the orwe ian Air Force~ uno.er 3ecUon 1. , of ' tne ~lieo. .~,... .' 
,. " Forcl!$ Act B.Qd pa r a t;rapll 5 (2) ot the Order in Count:11~ rtu1 afi'o;:-'" ;,: ,;," '" 

,p, t a cilitiee for tbe t aking of • lIummary of evidence or tor ·J!l':l~b. "'O,t,ller '-I.~~' 
I _ J.;.'~~' I ~ontOIt . .,.., . 'IP':'. ''''~'''' .... 

,.' . '", tl·· ~ .. ' : ~ 
• ~: ~~'J ~f-'r:J' 
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investigation as may be necessary with ~ vi~w to th~ framin~ .~ 
a charge und"r Non/egian Air Force law. 

a ot .l<I 

." . 
,-,.. ,~, 

5. Wherever praticable an officer ef the Nor\iel!i~n Air Forces \<ill . 
be appointed to. sit as a mem~ er of a Court of Inquiry . held to ~ 

inquire into. the absence without leave of an airman of the Norwegian ' 
Air Forces. 

6. '"here an afficer ef the British Air Farce, in .cammand at a statiO-n· .. 
at \~hich members ef the Nerwegi'ln Air Farces are serving, is 
' satisfied that ;;on efficer ef the Nerwegian Air Ferces who is holding 

" ' 

a subor<i:hnate cammand at that s'catien is campetent nroperly to. ~' 
administer the British Air Farce Cede, he may delegate ,to him powers 
ef punishment within the limits prescribed in pragraph 1141 ef .. 
King's Regulatians and Air Ceuncil Instructians aver airmen af the 
Narwegian Air Ferces . 

7. Where an efficer ar airman af the Norwegian Air Forces, who is 
serving at a British Air Farce station, is accused of an affence 
(other than an affence under the British civil law) cammitted , during 
periad when he was nat subject to. the Air Force Act, the afficer in 
cammand af the station at which he is serving may, at the request af 
the Narwegian authari·ties and pravided that he is satisfied that su.ch 
a caurse waul d not be detrimental fram a training ar Service paint a'f 
View, permit his recall to the Narwegian Air Farces far the purpose 
of trial according to. Narwegian Air Farce Law. 

, .. ' 

Recipracally an offi~er or airman of the Narwegian Air Farces who. has 
been recalled fram the British Air Farce ' to serve in units af the 
Narwegian Air Farces remains liable to the provisians of the Air Farce 
Act far affences cammitted while servLng with the British Air Force. 

8. Officers "nd airmen of the Norwegian Air Farces, "ha are serving 
with a unit af the British Air Farce ar with a unit of the NaT\-/egian. 
Air Forces statianed at a Royal Air Farce station, Will camply with 
King's .Regulations and Air Council Instructians And Air Ministry 
Orders as if they were members of the British Air Fcrc~~ 

9. While the praceedings of a court-martial canvened under the Air 
Force Act for the trial af an afficer or airman of the Norwegian Air .... 
?Corces must be in english, they wil~ be conducted in such a way . '-.!I. ~9. "'~ 
allaw the aCCused to understand the praceedings (apart fram . ., ~"" 
deliberatians in clased caurt). Observance of this stipulation will , 
be facilitated by the arrane;ement embodied in paragraph 3 (1) of the .• 
Order in Cauncil and the prOVisions of Rule af Pracedure 72 (A) • . '. 
These are that "At any time during the .trial an 'impartial person 
may, if the court think it necessary, and shall, if either the 
prasecutar or ' the ac cused request it any reasonable ground, be · 
p1I1orn to. act 'as interpeter." 
"-

A Member of a court-martial is not disqualified from acting a8 . 
i.nterpeter, but this is inconvinient where the evidence requiring" 
an interpetatian is likely to be pralonged. 
Under the Air Force Act anly an afficer can sit .ae a Member ,of a .. ' 

• 
." 

;, 

",' court-martial and anly an officer subject to the Act or ._ duly , .. .~. ~ 
qualified parrister ar soliCitor may appear an beh.V of an accused •. ,., .. ' 

,. :I'he defending officer may be a Norwegian oUicer': and there ~uld be " ·· ~ ";, 
, . '" .. ~ J. I 

no abJection to an accused being assisted in llie defence by a,C.,·· , . ."" 
'1' NOI'lrlegian barrister or salicitor, selected by tbe accusod, .bu~ .Jl, ''''''' ..... '" li 

would Dat be entitled to address the Court. S ., TT'1'T " '1;0. OR'''''' ":.' 
:" IN TITu . .I, "'"J. ,,' "," < 

" S-AMTIDS;H.Is:10RIlt ,,' '" , 
,- - . -~. ~ 

,.,," ---0---
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