
THE 
"NORDLAND" ~~ DIVISION 

FLAK UNITS 

SS-Flak Abteilung 11 
f~ield Post Nrs. 43 111 A-E! 

14. I Flak) Company, SS-Panzer 
Regiment 23 "Norge" 
(Field Post Nr. 33 7~5J 

14. (Flak) Company, SS-P'lnzer 
l;r"nadier Regiment 24 "Oarunark" 
fField Post Hr. 35 637! 

Flak Platoon, SS-Artillery Re~iment 
11 
[Fl"ld Post Hr. 4: Q73J 

COMMAND ROSTER 

SS-Flak Abteilung 11 

Corllrnanders 

Ostubaf. WaIter Ploew 
Stubaf. Emil Kurz 

ArJj utan \.S 

Ustuf. Adam Dietrichm 
Ustuf. Georg Anweiler 

Signals Officer 
Hscha. Schneidemeier 

.Supp 1 y Of f ice r 

Ostu{. Heinz Schneider (also 
commanding officer of the Staff 
Battery! 

Ordnance Off icel' 
Ostuf. Besch 

Weapons Mast.er 
Gstu{. Fred Prescher 

1st. B,d tery 
Hstu{. Leubem 
Hstu{. Wirth 

2nd Batt.ery 
Hstuf. Delfs 

3rd Batt.ery 
Hstuf. Mende 

4th Battery 
Hstuf. Holzboog 

14., "Norge" 
Ostuf. Hoechstm 
Ostuf. Petersen 
Ustu{. Bruenestedt 

SS-Flak ANf'i lung 11 ' .• e3 

(\3~ernblt'd on the SS Trnrlp Training 
Grounds "Ayrs-North" in Eint Pru3sia 

SS-St.ubaf. Wal ter Ploew, commanding 
offIcer, SS Flak flbteilung 11 
"Nordland." 

on December 1943. The detachment 
officers came largely from the SS 
Flak Training and Replacement 
Regiment in Munich, while the NCO's 
and men came from other parts of the 
"Nordland" and "Inking" Divisions. 
Numerous nationalities were 
represented in the ranks, including 
"Reich" Germans, Balkan ethnic
Germans, Dutchmen, Flerriings, 
Norwegians and Swiss. Many of the 
ethnic-Germans had served as NCO's 
in the Romanian Army and after some 
retraining, were accorded the 
equivalents of their old ranks. Some 
of the Dutch volUnteers were Royal 
Dutch Army veterans who had seen 
action in assorted small colonial 
wars, and were thus consIdered 
combat experienced. About a third of 
the men in the "Norge" and "Danmark" 
Flak Batteries were Scandinavian 
volunteers. The regimental Flak 
units had been formed along with the 
"Nordland" Division in Grafenwoehr, 
Bavaria, in May 1943, and would be 
wi th "Nordland" from beginning to 
end. 

At the end of February 1944, 
SS-Flak Abteilung 11 left East 
Prussia by rai 1 to Join the rest of 
the "Nordland" Division at Narva, 
Estonia. Whi le enroute the troop 
train derailed due to what was 
probably partl.'lan sabotage, causing 
great damage and injury. Practically 
all of the Flak detachment's 

$4 • 4. P. 

weaponry and eqUipment were lost in 
the incident and most of the 
officers were injured as well. 
Several weeks would pass before the 
unit would be considered fit for 
duty again. In the meantime it was 
shipped by rail back to the Ayr3 
Camp "South" for refi tting. 

In mid-April 1944 the 
"Nordland" Flak troops startpd out 
for the front again, arriving at 
Narva in the latter part of the 
month. Fortunately this was the 
"slack" season for combat due to the 
heavy rains and resul tant mud, so 
the Flak batteries had a chance to 
become acclimated to the frontline 
si tuation. Initially the batteries 
were based in villages around the 
town of Taps, being deployed in the 
protection of bridges and artillery 
firing positions. 

In early May 1944, the 
"Nordland" Flak batteries (three 88 
rrm batteries, one 3.7 cm battery, 
and a mixed staff battery - each 88 
battery also had attached platoons 
of 2 cm Flak), were deployed for air 
defense and ground support actions 
in the Narva bridgehead on the east 
bank of the Narva River. Among other 
things they were responsible for 
protecting the essential bridge and 
river crOSSings over the river 
between the twin fortresses of 
Hermannsburg and Ivangorod. 

Towards the end of July 1944, 
Narva was abandoned for the 
Tannenberg defensive line about 30 
km to the west. Hstuf. Holzboog's 4. 
Battery, SS-Flak 11, was given the 
Job of covering the withdrawal of 
the heavy artillery and the 
rparguard elempnts of SS-Panzer 
Grenadier Regim",nt 49 "De Ruyter" 
from the neighboring "Nederland" 
Brigade. In the process uf carrying 
out its miSSion, the battpry was cut 
off by advance Rpd Army forces and 
had to fight its way back to the new 
main German lines via a circuitous 
rOllte through the swamps and 
backwoods. Of tent imes the gun ':rews 
had to clear small Soviet elements 
out of the way with thplr infantry 
weapons so that the retreat could 
proceed. In the end, Holzboog's 
battery reached safety after two 
arrluous days of struggle. 

"Nordland's" FlAk hat teries 
were then used in both frontline 
ground defense and re8r Ilrea air 
defens,. position"! rllJring the fiercp 
bat tIes for thf> T8nnenbf>rg I ine. In 
the intense fighting th8t ran over 
the next couple of weeks the gunners 
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"Nordland" commanding officer, Gruf. 
Fri t.z von Scholz, decorating St.ubaf. 
Ploew with the Iron Cr055, 2nd 
Class. 

downed no fewer than 20 enemy 
aircraft, mostly fighter-bombers. 
The 4th Battery, which was utilized 
in the defense of the hard-pressed 
Grenadier and Orphanage Hills, took 
heavy losses in the fighting but 
also seriously hindered the advance 
of the foe and as a result received 
a special commendation from Ill. SS 
Panzer Corps (Germanic) commander, 
;ruf. Steiner. 

In the further retrograde 
combat that took place during the 
relocation from Estonia to Latvia, 
SS-Flak Abteilu~ 11 served with a 
battle-group from the East Prussian 
21st Infantry Division. The uni t 's 

'tions during this time were 
~cknowledged by the 21st Infantry 
Division'S commanding officer who 
personally awarded the German Cross 
in Gold to both Ostubaf. Ploew and 
Hstuf. Holzboog. The detachment 
rejoined the rest of the "Nordland" 
Division in the Doblen area of 
Latvia and played its role in 
helping man a "st rong-point" 
defensive line which was in place 
until a permanent front could be 
establ ished in Kurland. The 
detachment was used for air defense 
duties around the key Latvian port 
ci ty of Liepaj a (Libau), which 
served as the supply terminal for 
Army Group "I::urland." 

During the critical Third 
Battle of Kurland in December 1944, 
SS-Flak Abteilu~ 11 lent support to 
the VI. Latvian SS Army Corps and 
the 19th Latvian SS Division by 
successfully blunting an enemy 
advance on Frauenberg. Despi t e 
taking high losses during this 
pngagement, the detachment was able 
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to destroy numerous enemy tanks and 
won a personal commendation from VI. 
SS Corps commanding genera I, Ogruf. 
Waiter Krueger. 

In early February 1945, SS-Flak 
Abtei lung 11 was shipped from the 
port of Libau to Stet tin, Germany, 
with the rest of the "Nordland" 
Division. Upon reaching Jakobshagen, 
the detachment was briefly 
overhauled and received a new 
commander, Stubaf. Emi I Kurz, who 
had previously commanded SS-Flak 
Abtei lung "B," SS-Korrunando "Ober
salzburg." On 2 March 1945, SS-Flak 
Abteilung 11 joined the 3. Company, 
SS Engineer Battalion 11, and part 
of II. Battalion, SS-Panzer 
Grenadier Regiment 49 "DeR" in 

'driving off a strong Soviet armored 
attack near Jakobshagen. The 
"Nordland" Flak gunners disposed of 
ten of the attacking 20 enemy tanks. 

Since it now proved impossible 
any longer to construct cohesive 
defensive lines in the face of 
superior enemy forces, what followed 
were a number of desperate holding 
actions. The Flak detachment joined 
the partially formed SS-Pan~er 
Regiment 11 under Ostubaf. Kausch in 
defensive battles near Sassenburg 
and Rossow. On 7 March 1945, the 
detachment was heavily engaged along 
both sides of the Autobahn near 
Hinzendorf with the SS-Pan~er 
Grenadier Regiment 23 "Norge." The 
Flak gunners claimed several more 
enemy tanks in this act Ion, but 
towards midnight the town had to be 
abandoned to the Reds. The 
"Nordland" '88' guns covered the 
subsequent wi thdrawal towards 
Augustwalde, accurately blasting the 

"Nordland" Flak on t.he Nal'va Front., 
ear 1 y 1944. 

Soviet spearhead. 
On the next day the Reds 

launched a cavalry attack on the 
"Hordl and" posit ions which was 
easily shattered by the SS 
grenadiers supported by 14. (Flak) 
Company, SS Regiment 24 "Danmark." 
No further protracted defensive 
effort was made unti I the "Nordland" 
troops reached Stettin on the Oder 
River. After a brief but violent 
stand at Hohenkrug, the divisional 
units retreated down Retch Highway 
104 to the outskirts of Altdamm 
(south of Stettin), which were 
reached in the night of 14/15 March. 
Here a fortified bridgehead was 
constructed on the east bank of the 
Oder, and the SS-Flak Abteilung 11 
troops were deployed in the portion 
of the frontlines running towards 
Gollnow as infantrymen. After 
several days of truly heroic effort 
the bridgehead had to be abandoned. 
In the night of 19/20 March, the 
"Nordland" F1.ak troops in con
junction with combat engineers from 
Regiment "Danmark," served as a 
rearguard for the withdrawal of 
German forces from the Altdamm 
bridgehead to the west bank of the 
Oder, 

Once behind the Oder River 
line, the badly depleted "Nordland" 
and "Nederland" Divisions began to 
rebuild and re-equip in an effort to 
get back to minimum combat strength. 
For awhi I e, the enemy pressure 
abated and SS-Flak Abteilu~ 11 was 
reformed in the Schwedt-Angermuende 
area where it served as a reserve 
element of III. SS Panzer Corps 
(Germanic). On 15 April 1945, the 
"Nordland" Flak batteries were sent 
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Into combat against S,wlel f,)rce:3 
that were attempting to break out 
frnm the Wriezen bridgehead on the 
we~t hank of H1t' Clder. They 
riestr<'yed a number of tanks in 
riiificlllt fighting. 

The great Soviet "final 
offensive" beg9n on 15 Apri I, and 
thf' "~ordland" Division was forced 
slowly back towards Berlin. The Flak 
detachment held on to Straussberg on 
17/18 Apri I, where one of its '88' 
batteries knocked out three Soviet 
tanks that were trying to take the 
airfield. The "Nordland" Division 
wss then ordered to fall back into 
Berl in to defend the ci ty. The Flak 
troops were deployed first at 
Karlshorst and then on 22 April at 
Adlershof where they repulsed a 
Soviet armored attack from the 
direction of Eichwalde. As am-
mllni t ion 
"spiked" 

ran out the big guns were 
and the crews became 

infantrymen. The remnants of the 
det.3chment then fought in Neukoelln 
find on the Hasenheide before taking 
up the defense of the Tempelhof 
airfield. 

On 30 April 1945, "Nordland" 
Flak gunners expended their last 
shells and destroyed one final tFmk 
at Tempe Ihof. The guns Wf're thf'n 
df'stroyed by hand grenAdes and the 
surviving 63 members of SS-Flak 
Ablei lung 11 were formed into an 
infAntry bet t le-group under Hstuf. 
Holzbnog. These men joined in the 
generel breakout ettempt at the 
Weidendemmf'r bridgf' in the night on 
l/ 2 Mey 1945. Few, if eny, go t ou t 
of the ci ty. The survivors were 
largely ceptured end shipped off to 
Siberia end only 13 hendful were to 
return home from this ceptivity some 
ten years leter. 

THE TALLY SHEET 

In its yeer or so et the front, 
SS-Flak Abtetlung 11 accounted for 
more than 30 enemy eircraft and en 
equel number 0 f enemy tanks. It a I so 
helped to breek up or drive off 
countless Soviet ground attacks. The 
Flak compenies (Nr, 14) with the 
"Denmark" end "Norge" Regiments, un
like the divisionel Flak detachment 
hed served wi th "Nordlend" from th~ 
stert at Grefenwoehr through its 
sojourns in Croatie (autumn 1943) 
at the Oranienbaum end Narve Fronts' 
end in Latvie end Pomerenie. They 
were used extensively egainst 
Soviet tenk forces, but elso 
provided air defense. In the brutal 
fighting in Letvia elone, 14. 
Bettery, "Norge," shot down 14 Red 
aircraft but wes neerly wiped out 
itself . 

------------------------~~---------------------

At th~ ~nd of January IQ4~, Waldemar 
Srhink (or possibly Sinkus), was 
essigned to I. Bettal ion, SS Ppn'll 
Regiment "Kal tof~n," 8S a m~dical 
doctor. Schink was horn in MariFlmpol 
on 20 July 1919 'lnd spoVe R'Issian, 
~ermen, and Lithuani8n fluently. 
Whi le in ilction n",8r Dirschall
Pepl in, Schinf: 's iJOi t WilS hflrd hi t 
by thp Sovipts flnd th g 1st Cnmp8ny 
"'as "ltal/y nvprfiJn; rrnSI nf its 
memrd:'-:s w~r-e takt'n pri'3oner lro.:>n 
1 iqlJlrJa t eri in rnlrl h10(vj 0;1 th<-> 
RPrlS Thp ?nri 9nrl ~rrl (-'HjI!l'1r1i""~-', T 
"K-11 t"f~n," wpr~ ~t')l>?' tr) [p-Rrn1lp 
~r~rj r""Ar:-h thp h:wn (,f Pr;-jlIQt Thpy 

1-9t o r p-9rt.icjpFlt. pd in q:1-' ripf>:,flse f)f 

[lClnzig 
(;S-Re~l!T'~nt "Y.,qj tnfpn" (('nrn-

m"lrcrif?rj hy St!rr c,!( H"'n:)hp~[lri'-'h 

Ka I t"f o ,], b0rn ::~ Apr ill ClOg; SS Nr. 
72,22'")) al3 f ) inrJ!Jdpd [Pf'lj;1r SS 
rppl,~rJ?ment3, inrllldirlf~ S()l,'Jir>rs 
rp~urning frnm l"r,v,,:>q th~t 1-0111d f11)t 

r.o>jflin their .. ,rlEin~l Il!"lj t.s P~rt of 
tt-v=- L'3t '/i9n SS h,'l""r] ,'ll-Om .... nt B,'jt t"11 ion 
11') .'31~q 9~rv;::>d wi th 'hi" rnplry'pnt in 
tlv::, ·,..,qnlng d~y:; ('If th~' w::>,r' Whprl 

.)-s- ';fPg ~~f:>nt "\r11 t (-=,rt~n" 1·9f.1 it \ It 11 t pod 
tn thp Rpd Army ill tllf~ D:)n::::i~ ;;tr.=>,"" 

W~ld"m8r Schinl< (",hn h',d p>Jrnprj n 
fipl'~ prnm0t jOln to) I!l]t"r.~t"rm

(IJPhrl"rJ, "ntprpd "'·Iipt i''lptivity. 
Hp W13 1133t :3~'?1\ ..... If Ihr=> Vqr'kllL1 

sl~v~ i.9bor camp \,.,tpr in lq4~, ~nrl 

rmr" th>ln I ikp\y peri "lh~d thpT" or 

elsewhere in the Gulag. 

Hstuf. P",ter Reese (born 24 January 
1914; SS Nr. 257,81j1)), WIlS the 
comnlflnder of 10th company, SS-Panzer 

Flemish volunteers in 8 
SS-St.andart.e IINor'dwest,11 
1941. 

Company, 
Hamburg, 

Grenadier Regiment f) "Theodor 
Eicke", Divi9ion "Tot"nVopf." He was 
killed in ~ction in thp "Wet 
Triengle" of the Vi9tula River near 
Wefsaw in Polend on ') Aug'.Ist lq44. 
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THE "SWEDISH COMPANY" 
3./SS ARMORED RECCE DET.l1 /"NORDlAND" 

FJ'(HIJ j (J~:l-Y" :Ird CCHllpl,ny of the Hecec j JetllclllTlc:llt 
of tile "Not'dJIHld" JJivisiofl I,ol'c tile sobriquet, wJ lie SWl'<ii .. ,il 
COlllp&rl:i," clliefly because it contained I! ne!!rly uJI
SwedioL pl!!toon (] V . I'll! toon). Hnd hud Eston iWI etllnic
Swede:o scuttercd tlt!'ouglluut tile cOll1pany along with 
either b SWl'disll company commander 01' Swecii:;h officers 
Ed \t,citcd to tile company. In formHt tile compUJIY cOllsistC'd 
of tllrt:e light Llrmored scout car pllltoons Ilnd tile II'. 
(heLl":;) Pllltoon, whose [,rmor'ed veilicles had he" vy 
tnLlchinc guns mounted upon lIll'll1. 

A I trlc" t ull SwedislJ in cotnposi tion, I\'. Platoon ('on,;istcd 
of onc or two officers, five NCOs Llnd J() to 35 men. 
Its first Cotnmunder WLlS Oscl1l1. Waiter Nilsson, was 
EIA on 25 January 194~ neur Hogovitzky. Four Swedisil 
officer'S eventuallv served witll IV. I'ILltoon, Ilnd twu 
c,f tilC:t11 wer'c Illso killed-in-Ilction. 

J\'lucl', of :lrd Company was composed of ethnic-Germans 
from hotlllltliu, unci tllere WCl'e concentrations of otiler 
Scandinuvillns und Swiss in it and tile detacilment us 
Il whole. In ellrly Septembcr I ~1~4, tile Swedisil crew 
of un armored personnel carrier from 3r'd Company (Svcn 
Aim, ~l&rkus Ledin und Ingemar Jollilnsson), were repairing 
tllC m01C1r of tl1eir broken-down vehicle in Cl concealed 
positic)r, f1ebr DorpLlt, [stoniu when the)' noticed Soviet 
motorized forces bypassing them. They went on willJ 
tlleir 1\01'1: and in Il few Ilout·s Iwcl ttle rnotor operlltinr; 
again. but it then pr'ov(:(1 impossible to flJllke any furtilel' 
COlltDe! wiltl ttll'il' unit. So tiley tl'aveled tly night ill 
their lehicle througll SOI'iet occupied terTito!'), until 
the\, eventw,II,' reached tile Estoniun coast. lIere tile 
trie:: \\'80' able to secure civilian clothes find H fislling 
boat \\hicil tlJey used to take them safely acl'Oss the 
Baltic to S\\'eden, tilus escllping botll SOI'iot captivity 
bnd the tr'av/lib of the rest of the \VUI'. 

One of tlie Swedish officers killed with :lrd Compuny 
was Lstuf. Hune AldgTen, \':ho had broken off his officer's 
t!'aining course Ilt the \\'Il!' College in Stockholm to join 
the \\',,:fen-SS. lie fell ne:Jr Dun", Latvill on 30 October 
194~ Hr:d WIlS bur'ied in the outskirts of the town. Another' 
Swedish officet' who had srent some time witll the cOtJlrany 

Swedish SS volunteer.; with the "Nordland" Division on 
the Nurva Front. 

at Nurva, Ustllf. 'rhorkel 'i'illrlllltln, W/l, )\1/\ near CIICIIX 
in Not'mundy on 20 Jllly J !144 wilile at tllelled to tiw st~lff 
of Uti SS l'linzer Corps IlS 11 wllr ('()rt'l'.',potl(]cnt. I )llrinr; 
ttle final battles of the "NordlllrtcJ" lJivi,;iot! it! Berlin 
tlie surviving members of tile "Swedisli Company" ;"enet'lllly 

Uscha. Sven Erik Olsson, Swedish radioman with the 
"Nordland" Division. 

"Nordlandn medical officers; a Swedish SS doctor is on 
the right (note armshield!). 
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fought on foot IlS infantrymen. At least ~ome membel's 
of tile company, including its lonli-tillle cllmm;JncJer, 
lians-<]o('sta Pehrsson utilized a Swedisll al"lnshield in 
the nHtionll1 colors of blue Ilnd yellow. 

Reported Number.; of Swedish Volunteers 
in the Wllffen-SS 

One hundred and one us of 31 January 19-1-1 (froll1 a speech 
by Ogruf. l3erger; out of this total nine had been killed 
and seven wounded). 

One hundl'ed Hnd thirty (David Littlcjohn in Foreign 
Legions ~ ~ Third Reicll, Volume 3). 

One hundred and fifty (as of October 19-13 according 
to tile hClld of Cermanic Volunteer recruiting, the Swiss 
Ostllbl1f. Dr. Franz Rie(1wcg). 

Onc 11lIndred Ilnd seventy-fivc (as of 25 July 19-1~ nccord
ing to 11. Picker in liitler's Table TI111-:). 

1'Ilree hundred and fifteen as of :J 1 October 19-14 (rl'om 

Anti-tank gunners from the SS-Totenkopf Division in 
combat during a defensive engagement. 

000 

The Flemish volun teer Jan Hampelberg from Londerzeel 
was killed in action at Khnrkov in early 19-13 while sel'ving 
with SS Panzer Regiment 2/"Das Reich" Division. Two 
other Flemish volunteers with the same unit, Marcel 
Vercauter from Oostende find a medic named De Clercq 
from Gllent, were both murdered by French terrorists 
(i.e., "partisuns"), in Fr:.lnce in 19~.1. 

,Jacques Th. I\uipel', Il ronnel' Dutch Anny Captain Ilnd 
pilot, was a long-time member of the Dutch National 
Socilllist movement, Ilnd dUI'ing tile wal' yew's served 
with the N.S,B, Labor Sel'vice and the Landwacht Neder
land (a Warren-SS run home-guard militia). During the 
winter of 191~/-I5 Ire was tile Lllndwllcht comll1andant 
in Amsterdam. 13ecuuse tire sevel'ity of tile winter weather 
and the slioi"tllges that affected muctl of tile Nethcl"lllllds 
Ht the time, it was not uncoll1mon for civilians to pilfel' 
motol' oil for heating purposes [I'om Cernllln tankel' tnlf:ks 
and otiler vehicles. Altlrough this probably constituted 
"sabotage," l(uiper instructed his Landwacht patr'ols 

an unpublished biography of Ogruf. Got tlob l3erger by 
[{obelot I(uebler - this is close to the "usual" estimates 
by assorted Waffen-SS histol'illns), 

Swedish Casualties in the Waffen-SS 

About 30 to 45 killed. Lennert lVestberg, who is probably 
the most accurate all10ng those who have written about 
the Swedish volunteers lists 130 survivors out of an esti
mated 175 Swedes in the Waffen-SS. 

Additional Material on Swedish Volunteer.; 

See articles by Lennert Westberg on the Swedish Waffen-SS 
in the Deutsches Sol(jatenjllhrbuch for 1984, 1985, and 
1986, and Der Freiwillige magazine for September and 
October 198-1. Also see the chapter on Sweden in An 
Deutscher Seite by Hans Wernel' Neulen. § 

to turn a "blind eye" to this practice whenever possible. 
Of course the post-war "liberation" government in 

Holland demonstrated no gratitude whatsoever for this 
and Kuiper wus treated to a long and brutal imprisonment. 
After his release he left for a new life in South Africa 
and he died there on 13 April 1986. 

000 

The Flemish volunteer officer l[stuf. Rafae! de Wolf, 
born 30 June 1904 in Antwerp, was an al't professor who 
taught at a school for war-disubled Waffen-SS veterans 
that was set up by the SS Main Office in Graz, Austria. 
De Wolf was last heard from in Graz at the end of the 
war. 

000 

Denis Smits, a former mell1ber of the Germanic SS in 
Flanders, the SS Guard "St. Truiden" and the Waffen-SS 
who survived the brutal post-war concentration camp 
at Beverlo, Belgium, died on 8 January 1972. He was 
only 50 years old. His credo in life was to: "Fight for 
a free Flanders, within a free Germany, within a free 
Europe." 

o U 0 

Photo of a special holiday mess night at the staff of 
V. SS Mountain Corps. An unidentified Obcrfuehrer (pos
sibly Corps' Artillery Commander Martin Konradt), sits 
on the right. Second from the left is Franz Mllurice, 
who transferred into the Wllffen-SS and served with 
V. SS Corps staff in November 1944. 
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WAFFEN-\Pt 
PERSONALITY PROFI LE 

SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer 
HANS-GOESTA PEHRSSON 

Hans-Goesta Pehrsson was born In Karlskrona. Sweden 
in 1910; he was a chemist by profession. In July 1941 
he volunteered for service with the Freikorps Danmark 
and ended up on the Lake lImen front as an NCO and 
commander of a machine gun platoon. In 1943 he attended 
and graduated from the SS-Junkerschule Toe:z and was 
posted to 3rd Company ("Swedish Company")/SS Armored 
Recce Detachment I I/I I th SS Division "Nordland." where 
he served initially as a platoon leader. 

On 30 January 1944. both Pehrsson and the 3rd Co. 
commander. Ostuf. Waiter Kaiser. were wounded to 
the east of Narva. Estonia. and command of the company 
and piatoons passed over entirely to NCOs. A few days 
earlier on 25 January. the leader of IV. Platoon/3rd Co. 
(virtually ali-Swedish in composition). Oberscharfuehrer 
W al te r N ilsson. was killed nea r Rogovitzky during the 
elocation of the "Nordiand" Div. from the Oranien-

baum Pocket to the Narva River. 
Upon the dea th of Ostuf. Kaiser on 19 Aprll 1944 at 

Narva. Ostuf. Pehrsson assumed command of 3rd Company. 
temporarily relinquishing it In July 1944 to the German 
Ostuf. Hermann Ahrens from the "\Viking" Division. Ahrens 
was subsequently killed-in-action on or about 29 July 
19H in the vicinity of Ponomonok. Estonia and Pehrsson 
had to rush back to again take over the company. He 
would hoid command more or less continuously until 
the end of the war. 

in May/June 1944. Pehrsson (who had already privately 
conceded that the war was lost). helped some young 
and demoralized Swedish and Estonian ethnic Swedes 
in his company desert to Sweden so that their attitude 
would not permeate the company and so that they would 
not be punished by the Germans as well had they been 
caught trying to desert on their own. 

At Preekuln in Kurland. Latvia In Octover 1944. Ostuf. 
Pehrsson and 12 men of his command counterattacked 
a srrong Soviet force that had penetrated the "Nordland" 
lines. and not only managed to regain the oid positions 
but capture some 100 enemy soldiers as well. After the 

action. Pehrsson noticed that his company was out of 
llquid refreshments. so he radioed the following message 
to Stubaf. Rudolf Saalbach. the detachment commander: 
"Positions retaken. If you don't bring a crate of Schnaps 
over here pronto the positions will be abandoned!" Saalbach 
responded by personally bringing over the liquor and 
In turn advising Pehrsson that he was now obligated to 
hold the iines for as long as required. 

As it turned out. Ostuf. Pehrsson and his handful of 
soldiers managed to hold on to the main positions for 
the next eight days. despite extreme enemy pressure 
and constant fighting. A measure of the defensive effort 
that was put out could be seen in the seven T-34 tanks 
that the SS men knocked out in close combat before 
the bunker line. For his deeds during this time period. 
Ostuf. Pehrsson was mentioned in the Wehrmacht Roll 
of Honor and decorated with the coveted Honor Roll 
Clasp on 25 December 1944. 

On 15 April 1945. Hans-Goesta Pehrsson was promoted 
to Hauptsturmfuehrer and made Ic (intelligence officer) 
on the staff of the "Nordland" Division under Brlgade
fuehrer Ziegler. while still retaining command of what 
was left of his old company. On 27 April 1945. during 
the height of the battle for Berlin. Hstuf. Pehrsson and 
part of his 3rd Co./SS Recce Det. 11. including three 
armored cars. were sent to the Reichschancellery where 
they were assigned to the staff of Brigfhr. Moehnke. 
who was trying to coordinate the defense of the city 
center. During the general escape attempt at the Weiden
dammer bridge on the night of 1/2 May. Hstuf. Pehrsson 
and his Swedish driver were both wounded when their 
vehicle took a direct hit from enemy tank guns and they 
were later captured by the Soviets. In June 1945. Pehrsson 
had recovered from h is wound ing and during a lapse in 
security. managed to escape from captivity and eventually 
return to Sweden. He died there In Stockholm in 1974. 
following a long illness. 

Hstuf. Pehrsson was an officer who was well respected 
and trusted by h is men. Although obviously sympathetic 
to the objectives of Germany in regards to international 
communism. he was far from a political fanatic and 
proved to be a natural soldier and leader. On the other 
hand he was not much of an athlete and he was remem
bered by a comrade as fairly ineffectual in the daily 
soccer matches that were held when the "Nordland" recce 
detachment was at rest behind the lines. 
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For my fallen friend L. Ferdinand Troxler Graf van 
Frlckenstaufen; these words by the Swedish SS war cor
respondent, Obersturmfuehrer Hans-Casper K rueger 
speak for you as well. RL 

To: 

Waiter Nilsson - Comrade And Countryman! 
Fallen At Narva 

by H.C. Krueger 

Flowers I had none, nor time to twine a wreath of fir bush 
to adorn your grave. Words would have sounded idle and 
hollow - you were a man of action, so I could but undo 
my steel helmet and softly speak the words carved on 
the simple birch cross: 

"Waiter Ntlsson - SS Oberscharfuehrer" 
As I spoke your name, 1 thought of the words: "So many 

an Iron Cross on brave men's chests and so many a wooden 
cross at the wayside bear witness of bravery and sacrifice." 

"Brave and helpful," so had the other Swedish volunteers 
described you, "blond and blue-eyed, always gay and 
cheerful." I had never met you but had often heard of 
you, and your friends never tired of telling about you, 
so I got to know you though you were no more. "Were 
no more" - how could I assert such a thing? Of course 
you were still among us, as long as you lived in the hearts 
and thoughts of your comrades in arms. 

You came from the North of Sweden and had together 
with other Teutonic volunteers, joined the ranks of SS 
Division "Nordland," consisting of Germans, Danes, Norwe
gians and Swedes. You had also fought together with 
Flemish and Dutch Brigades and when your hour struck 
you did not die for one country alone but for a unity 
of Nordic States - a unity we all dreamt and longed for. 

Here you rested now, so far away from the land of 
your forefathers, and before I continued on my way, 
I wanted to leave something with you; flowers I had none, 
nor time to twine a wreath, but in a pocket I found a 
coin from the reign of Oscar 11 with the motto: "For 
the welfare of the brother-countries," meaning at that 
time, Sweden and Norway. I thought not only of these 
two nations but of the sons of all the Teutonic nations 
who fought here against the onset of the Asiatic hordes, 
so I knelt and pressed the coin, as a last greeting, into 
the frozen earth. 

You fell at Narva, this Narva where the greatest victory 
in Swedish history was won. For you, "Narva" was more 
than but a name from the school books. For you, it was 
an obligation. You knew, you came from the same stock 
as the men who here once stood firm against the threat 
from the East. You had realized that only through struggle 
and sacrifice in the present, a link in the chain of time 
can be forged which connects the past with the future. 

"Life Is eternal and mighty and cruel and joy cold. 
Nothing am I but my race and my root and my tribe is 
everything." 

For you, these words of the poet Bertil Gripenberg 
had meant a reality and you had caught their deeper 
sense. 

From whatever distant Valhalla my friend and comrade, 
L.F., watches down from, I hope I will always prove faithful 
to the enormous trust and support that he gave me. More 
than anyone else, he kept SR going on course when things 
began to falter. He truly belonged at Uspenkaja with 
all the other brave Vikings. I will not forget him; may 
our spiritual solidarity always continue. RL § 
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