
ARMY ESTIMATES 
• 

BIG INCREASE OVER 
LAST YEAR 

£19,000,000 FROM DEFENCE 
LOANS 

The Army Estimates for 1937, which 
were pu blished yesterday (Stationery Office, 
50, price Ss, 6d. net), were accompanied by 
the following Memorandum of the Secre
tary of State for War (Cmd. 5381, price 
2d. net):-

The Army Estimates for 1937 amount to 
£63,120,000, an increase of £7,239,000 over 
those for 1936 including the Supplementary 
":stimate of July 6, 1936. But in 1937 it is 

roposed to meet Ar my expenditure on 
equipment and works services for the Regular 
Army to the extent of £19,054,000 by issues 
from the Consolidated Fund under the 
Defence Loans Bill and appropriations in aid 
of this amount arc included in the Estimates. 
But for this provision the net total of Army 
Estimates for 1937 would have been 
£R2,174,000, an increase of £26,293,000 over 
hose for 1936. 

Two other factors tcnd to obscure the 
comparison between the Estimates of the two 
years. 

In 1936 £551,800 was included in Army 
FstilllRtcs for the cost of construction of new 
(iovcrnmcnt factories. In 1937 provision for 
this expenditure (£7,946,000) is included in 
the Royal Ordnance Factories Esti mate and 
appropriations in aid. from issuC''') from the 
('onsolidatcd Fun<!, titider the Defence Loans 
Bill of the samVumount are shown in that 
Estimate. M of cover, in 1936 some £2,800,000 
was inc1u9'iu:'for the special measures taken in 
conncxi,tin \vith the Halo-Abyssinian dispute: 
no si,(I1:ilar provision appears in 1937 Estimates, 
wbtch arc therefore lightened to that extent. 

The increased expenditure which the 1937 
l:~timatcs represent is due mainly to the 
cxp~nsion and acceleration of the programme 
for bringing our military preparations up to 
date which was explained in the Statement 
J(clating to Defence of March, 1936 (COld. 
5107), and in the Statement Relating to 
Defence Expenditure recently issued by His 
Majesty's Government (COld. 5374). 

The past year has been onc of ceaseless 
~lctivity in every sphere of military policy. 
The mechanization and modernization of the 
Army; the imprOVement of Coast and Air 
Defences at home and abroad; the organiza
tion under a new Department of the War 
Olllcc of sources of supply for munitions; the 
lllu<.:h-necdcd improvcment in barrack accOIll
mo<intion and the provision of amcnities for 
soldiCl"s and their families; the problem of 
recruiting for the Regular and the Territorial 
Army and the supply of matcrial for their 
training: the conversion of the major part of 
two Divisions of the Territorial Army into 
Anti-Aircraft Divisions with the special 
problems of fresh accommodation and 
JI1crcascd personnel; these and allied questions 
have made heavy calls 011 my staffs, who have 
responded with characteristic zeal and 
cfhclCncy. 

Ollr joint aim is to produce military forces 
which will be adequate to the supply of 
garrisons in peace at home and overseas, the 
maintenance of order in the Empire, and the 
provision of a force to support the policy of 
his Majesty's Government in the defence of 
the Empire and in the discharge of their inter
national obligations. 

A promising beginning was made in 1936, 
anti in 1937 it is hoped to make substantial 
progress in all directions. 

FIGURES FOR 16 YEARS 
The subjoined table gives comparativc 

figures or the Army Estimates stllce 1922:-
Nnn~ 

Year Effective etrcICtivc 
charges churR'cs 

£. 
1922 •• 46.(;~I.050 
JI)23 •. 40,84S.650 
1924 •• 36.051,500 
~ 925 •. 36,24H.3oo 
!y.~e ... ~~·~N, II!Q 

£ 
8.66~.950 
7.563.350 
7.873.500 
7.866,100 

?~~~.~~ 

Wnr 
terminal 
chun:es 

£ 
7.000.000 
3.588,000 
1.075.000 

385;600 

!~~ ?,~~ 

Total 

£ 
02.300,000 
52.000.000 
45.000.000 
44.500,000 

~~.~??~~~ a 
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ABSTRACT OF ARMY ESTIMATES, 1937 
Appro-

Gross 
Estimate 

priations Net 
in Aid Estimate 

Increase Decrease 

------------I-.-~N-U·~M~B~E~,R~S~----------I--------I,--------I~M~"x~;m--um-----------------

Nume~~u~fv~~Ft~~s~~~r~i~:~~sr~f~~~J 1huer::m:~ _ _ Nr{~~~ge~ '10,500 
-------------------------------

£ £ £ £ £ n.-EFFECTIVE SERVICES 
Pay. &c .• of the Army .. " .. 
TerritorIal Army and Reserve Forces .. 

., 13,025,000 2,537,000 10,488,000 148,000 -

.. 7,908.000 41,000 7.867,000 1.824,000 -
Medical Services . . . . . . 1.107.000 52.000 1.055,000 - 16.000 
Educational Establishments .. .• 1.188,000 135,000 1.053.000 106,000 -
Quartering and Movements " .. ., 2.283.000 374.000 1.909.000 - 58.000 
SUPplic". Road Transport and Remounts •. 6.346,000 341,000 6,005.000 1,273.000 -
Clothing ...... .. 1.846,000 281,000 1,565,000 322.000 -
General Stores . . • • • • . • •. 3.112,000 189,000 2,923,000 76.000 -
Warlike Stores • . •• ., 30.326,000 14,446.000 15.880,000 4,406.000 -
Work.", Buildings and Lands '. •• •. 10.082,000 6,226.000 3.856.000 - 1.063,000 
Miscellaneous Effeclivc Services •• 1,242,000 216,000 1,026,000 98,000 -
War Oflice .. .. " •• 1,057.000 11.000 },046,OOO 133,000 -

Total Effective Services, •. £79,522.000 24.849,000 54,673.000 8,386.000 1,137,000 

III . .....'..NON-EFFEcrIVE SERVICES 
Half-Pay. Retired Pay and other Non-Effective 

Charges for Officers .. .. .. . 4.103,000 481.000 3,622.000 6,000 
Pensions and other Non~Effective Charges for Warrant 

~n~C~~~'crs N~~~CO~~isSio.~e~ ~fficet~.. M~~ 5.150.000 556.000 4.594,000 _ 13.000 
Civil Superannuation. Compensation ~md Gratuities .. __ 23_6_.0_00 _____ 5_,0_00 ____ 2_31_,00_0 ____ -_______ 3_."'_'O_ 

Total Non-Effective Service .. ., £9,489.000 1,042.000 8.447,000 6,000 16.000 

GRAND TOTAL .. .. £89.011.000 25.891.000· 63,120,000 8,392,000 1.153,000 
-.,--

Net ll1crl:'asc :-£7,239,000 
'" The Appropriations in Aid Include sums aRgrcRating £19,054,000 which. subject to statutory auth?rity being 

obtained in accordance with the terms of the Defence Loans Bill now before Parliamen~ will be provided by lssues from 
the Consolidated Fund. The net total of Army Estimates. before deducting the sums to be received from this source, 
is £82,174.000. 

DUFF COOPER. 
STRATHCONA. 
VICTOR WARRENDER. 

C. 1. DEVERELL. C.I.G.S. 
H. KNOX;. A.G. 

H. I. CREEDY. 

R. S. MAY, Q.M.G. 
H. 1. ELLES. M.G.O. 
H. A. BROWN. D,G.M.P. 

The War Office. 
Feb. 18. 1937. 

of mechanization has permitted a relaxation 
of the standards of physical fitness, particularly 
those concerned with defects of the feet. 
These modified standards came into force on 
December 1 last, too late to affect the rejection 
rate for the recruiting year which ended on 
September 30. Nevertheless. the rejection 
figure for that year reached the low level 
of 296·79 a 1.000 compared with 305'70 a 
1,000 in the previous year. The quality of 
enlisted men, however, has been excellent, 
and some 64 per cent. of applicants are in some 
form ofel11ployment when they offer themselves. 
The Aldershot experiment made to test the 
possibility of bringing recruits below. tl:c 
physical standard up to standard WIthIn 
reasonable time by physical training and 
improved diet was a success" and barraoks 
at CanterbLlry are being adapted to continue 
this work on a more permanent basis. Arrange
ments are being made for establishing a com
bined recruiting dcpot for the three Scrvices 
at Liverpool. 

Army and Supplementary Reserves 
The strength of the Army Reserve at the 

beginning of the financial year will be about 
121,900, and should rise to about 131,500 by 
the end of the year. 1n order to meet the 
rcquirements in personnel of any future 
force to deal with peace-time emergencies, 
it has been found necessary to increase the 
strength of ,Section A of the Army Reserve 
from its present limit of 3,000 to the full 
statutory 6,000. Apart from a few men who 
volunteered to remain with the Colours, all 
the Section A Reservists who were recalled 
to the Colours last September for service in 
Palestine have been re-transferred to the 
Reserve. 

The strength of the Supplementary Reserve, 
apart from the new Infantry Section, on 
April 1 will be about 21,130 all ranks, out of 
a recruitable establishment of 32,533, which 
includes an increase of some 8,600. There is, 
therefore, much leeway to be made up, and I 
regret that the improvement in recruiting rc
corded in 1935 was not maintained in 1936; 
only some 400 officers and 1,620 recruits were 
obtaim::u during the last ten months. 

A new Jnfantry Section was introduced in 
September last to provide for the completion of 
mobilization of units of infantry of the Line, 
and for the replacement of wastage for the 
tirst few months after mobilization. Bctween 
September, 1936, and January, 1937, 1.792 re
cruits were obtained, of whorn 159 passed to 
the Regular Army. The recruiting establish
ment proposed for this year is 12,000, and it is 
estimated that the strength on April 1 will be 
2,030, rising to about 4,460 by the end of the 
year. 

CIVIL EMPLOYMENT 

of recruits in the year cnded September, 1936, 
was 32,271, against 25,134 in the previous year. 

The annual camps were attended by 6,817 
officers and 116,707 other ranks; the corre
sponding figures for 1935 were 6,310 and 
105,120 respectively. . . 

This satislactory progress IS due 10 part, I 
hope, to the concessions and inducements 
which I was able to announce last year, but the 
principal reason, I do not doubt, is the growi,ng 
realization of the need for putting Ollr defenSive 
arrangements in order and His Majesty's 
Government are gratified and encouraged by 
the response to their appeals which has been 
made by individuals who bavejoined the Terri
torial Army, and by employers who have 
enabled members of their staft's to become 
Territorial soldiers and to train in camp. 

The conversion of the major part of two divi~ 
sions which have an establishment of 19,500 to 
two anti-aircraft divisions with a total estab~ 
Iishment of approximately 45,000 and the in
crease in th e establish men ts of Coast Defence 
units call for an even greater number of rc
cruits, and. as these are required for th~ pri
mary duty of home defence, I feel conhdent 
that the ranks will be filled without undue Je
hlY. The experience of the last year has shown 
whcre further assistance can bc given to the 
Tcrritoriul Army and Hnancial provision is 
proposed in these Estimates for various add i
tional improvements in the conditions of 
service. 

The formation of the 1 sI and 2nd Ant i
Aircraft Divisions has made the provision of 
many new Headquarters necessary a nd has 
entailed the alteration and extension of a large 
number of existing Headquarters to bring them 
up to the requirements of modern training and 
equipment. 

1n the area of the 1st Division it is necessary 
to provide some 35 new Headquarters, and the 
alteration of over 20 existing Headquarters has 
to be undertaken. For the 2nd Division some 
40 new Headquarters arc required, while 
aherations to 17 of the existing Headquarters 
are in progress. The selection and purchase 
of suitable sites for units of the Division in 
the London Area have presented great difIl
culties. 1t is essential that all Headquarters 
are located in the more densely populated dis~ 
tricts. in order to facilitate recruiting for t,he 
converted un its, whose estab Iishment has in
creased by from 30 to 100 per cent. .The di~~ 
covery of sites of from 2 to 2!· acrcs 1I~ extent 
in sllch districts is no easy matter. particularly 
as Town Planning and other restrictions (with 
which I anl most anxious not to interfere) are 
usually in operation in these places.. J n at!di
tion, consideration~ of price matcnully aflect 
the problem in view of the increased cost of all 
suitable building land in London and the 
suburbs during the last few years. 

]n the 2nd Division area the difficulties have 
not .?c,e.n s,o pronoun~ed a~.b,u!lding I,a~d is ~til1 

soldiers, as compared with 18,330 and 1,092 re 
spectively in 1935. The number of men i 
possession of the 2nd Class Certificate i 
110,238. 

Works 
Detcrmined etTorts which arc reflected i 

these Estimtltes are being made to impro\ 
the accommod;'ltion of the soldier. 

Apart fr0111 an acceleration in the rate ( 
replacing War and pre~War hutments, in whic 
a considerable proportion of the Army is sti 
housed, a start is being made in the replac( 
ment of the olLlcst barracks and in th 
modernization of others. 

1n new barracks a new principle is bcin 
introduced by combining sleeping. Jiving an 
dining accommodation and ablution facilitif 
under one roof. Sitting rooms arc being prc 
vided. hot W~ttcr hlid on and central hea tin 
provided throughout. The scale of artifici, 
lighting is also being increased. Accommod~ 
tion for single sergeants is no longer to be i 
bunks in or adjacent to bnrrack rooms but wi 
be provided in the Sergeants' Mess. The sam 
standards will also be applied in existin 
barracks under the modcrninltion proposal~ 

Quarters for married soldiers arc bein 
brought up to the standards obtaining i 
civiliun life by the introduction of model' 
cooking and sanitary equipment, and by 
general improvement in the quality of fittin£ 
and finish. The proportion of one, two an 
three bcdroomed quarters is being modifie 
by a reduction in the proportion of the singl 
bed roomed quarter to bring the numbers 0 

each type marc into line with the actual size 
of families. 

At home the more important building se] 
vices include new barracks for two tan 
battalions at Warminster, for a second tan 
battalion at Aldershot, for a Field Artille 
Brigade near Edinburgh, and for a second A 
Defence Group at Shriven ham. The progre 
of mechanization involves increases in gara 
accommodation, ordnance workshops and' 
expansion of the Vchicle Reserve Depot 
ChilwelL Additional storage accommodati 
is also required for stocks of ammunition. 

Abroad, provision is made for the co 
mcncement of permanent infantry barracks 
Hong Kong in replacemen t of unsatist'acto 
temporary accommoda tion and for marfi 
quarters in Palestine. 

Progress will also be made with the defenc 
at Singapore and with the adaptation of coa 
defences at home and abroad to mode 
requirements. , 

In view of the Treaty of Aniance with Egy 
~my accommodation for the British troops 
that country, other than in the Canal Zon 
will be of a temporary character, designed 
last until the new cantonments have be 
erected by the Egyptian Government. 

Armaments and Research 
The rearmament of Coast and Air Defenc 

is proceeding in the light of the results of i 
tensive scientific research, and the drill halls 
Anti-Aircraft Units are being equipped wi 
training stores as rapidly as possible. 

Fu rther progress has been made in fi tti 
Field Artillery cquipments with pneumat 
tyrcd whecls of commercial pattern. 

The production of light tanks, rnachinc-gl 
carriers and armoured cars proceeds sat 
factorily. The chassis of the new type of lig 
dragon can be lIsed [or the armoured machir 
gun carrier and other machines: this standar 
zation of design assists both manufacture a 
maintenance. 

The Bren Light Machine-Gun is uncler c( 
struction at Enlicld and issue to the troops y. 
commence in the autumn; the proviSion 
anti~tank weapons has begun. 

Research in the spheres of explosiv 
ballistics, metallurgy, radiology and Chemi 
Defence continues to yield important rest 
the application of which has led to increa 
efficiency in various arms of the Service : 
notably in the Royal Artillery, the Rc 
Engineers, and the Royal Corps of Signals 

MUNITIONS PRODUCTIor 
The decision of the Government to undert 

a programme of rearmament inevitably th 
a heavy burden of work on the War 01 
during the past 12 months, and in Septel1~ 
last I decided to organize a new dcpartrr 
which should be charged with the duty 
developing the national reSO!lrces for 
supply of munitions. The Admiralty \ 
good enough to place at my disposal 
services of Engineer Vice-Admiral Sir Ha 
Brown, . then Engineer-.in~Chief of the N. 
who b~i;ame head of, this Department , 
1h(> till;' of nir('dnr~nf''1f'r:.ll. of MilMit 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



- ...... -... ..,-~-""'"'....,... ....... """",....,.....",.""""...,...--.----
1'12' .. :32.713.""0 •. 141.0"() 195:200 41.0S0.()0Il« SUCCESS OF VOCATIONAL 

ha~c no~ri.~~~~~~l~~;~re~l;J'vr:i~-· pp;au<:t~on and wi~eat~ti;~--Army:,.\ 
London and the Home Counties. COlln~ll. Th~nks to his experIence and per-

On the whole, good progress has been made sonahty considerable progress. has a!ready 
recently and there remains only a small per- been made, and 1100k forward,wlth contidet:ce 
centage of sites still to be bought while plans to even greater progress dUring the commg 

P)2'). n.36S.450 H.265,OOO Cr.H5.450 40.545,000 tl 
1'1.10 .. 32.119.670 '.3<3.000 C,.l.67,) 40.500 • .,00 TRAINING CENTRES 
193[1 31,528,350 H'7:'HJ'OOOb

I
C'r.34H'15(} ( 'W.930,OOO 

19J.::! •. 2R.I72.060 H,:lO().OOO 9.940 3t1,4S8.000 At the present time training is given ~~t Army 
19 . .1 •. 2!},726.000 8,224,000 - ]7,950,000 . 1434,. 31.4IR.000 1

8
,182.000 _ :W,t100,OOOa Vocational Training Centres to men during the 

~~ii,:: ~U~~:::<l U~~:?':~ = i~::~(::~~g~ last six months of their Colour service, weekly 

for new Headquarters are well advanced and year.. . . 
in many cases the alterations to existing Hcad- J wo.uld like to ta~e_ this opportum~y of 
quarters are in hand. Temporaryaccommoda- cxprcsslllg n~y apprcclUtlol~ of .a.nd .gratltu~e 
tion for units requiring new Headquarters is for the r~adll1es~ unO. public Spirit with which 
being provided wherever necessary. It is hoped l!ldustry 111 all Its ranks. has met. the appe~tl 
that accommodation will be completed for for help. and coopcrat~on.. Without thiS 
more than half the units in 1937. for four- response aI1~ the enthusiastic suppo~t of ~he 
lifths by March, 1938, and for the whole by personnel 01 the Royal Ordnance I~actones, 
the surnmer of 1938. t-'le results would. ~1<lVC been far less satls-

1937. 54.673,000 H,447,OOO 63,120.000 f fees being charged. About 3,000 men a year 
arc trained, of whom some 80 per cent. obtain 

a ;xc1udcs Sunn!emcnlary Eslim,lte. 
h neludes £304,000 in respect of rcp:tymcnt of over

adv nee" from India in previous yearS. 
c Include..~ " credit of 054.000 arising from the sctt1c

men of certain outstanding wlIr claims between the War 
om e ilnd the {jovcrnmcnl of India. 

d Includes £55I,!iOO for exnenditure on construction, 
&c" of neW Government factories for which prDvblion 
i... adc in 1937 in the Royal Ordnance FaclOrlcs Esti
mat. 

immediate employment; it is known from a 
recen t censuS that nearly 86 per cent. of those 
who have undergone vocational training 
courses Juring the Jast six years arc now in 
employment. • 

Jactory and prOJ111slIlg. 
Not only has it been necessary to expand 

existing and to create new Government 
Factories. but to enlist the interest of many 
firms who had no previous experience of the 
production of munitions and Army equipment. 
It has been our endeavour to interfere as little \ 
as. possible with ord inary commercial business 
and to adapt our requirements to the special 
circumstances of manufacturers. 

.. Include! Supplementary Estimate (£6,600.000) July 6, 
193 . r !lows for Imtcs (£19,054,000) from the Consolidated 
J:un ; but for this the total would be £82,174,000. 

Es ablishmcnt and Distdbution 
he total of Vote A is 168,900 as compared 

wilh 158,400 in 1936 and 186,400 in 1914. 
he normal distribution of the principal 

un ts or the Army remains generally as in 
19 6, except Ihat a battalion has been added 
to the garrison of Malaya and certain 
tel porary changes in the location of units 
ha e been necessitated by local circumstances. 

he increases in personnel are due mainly 
to the proposal to raise two of the four infantry 
ha tal ions referred to in paragraph 3 of the 
St· ternent Relal ing to Defence (Cmd. 5107. 
of March 3, 1936), and in paragraph 19 of the 
St temcnt Relating to Defence Expenditure 
(C11d. 5374 of February 16, 1937); to the 

ansion of the Royal Tank Corps and of 
i-Aircraft units; to the moderni7ation 
the Coast Defences of certain defended 

Ptts; and 10 the requirements of the Army 
o mobilization, 

here is a further decrease or 6,160 in the 
es ablishrnent of animals, which is now 6,782 
as compared wilh 2R,742 in 1914. 

The principal changes proposed in the 
o ganization of the various arms are :-

'n the Cavalry of the Line five regiments at 
nc are in the process of mechanization. 

~ two regiments in Egypt will be on an 
e perimcntal mechanized basis. 

In the Ro~al Artillery it is hoped to complcte 
tl c mechanl7!ltion of the Field Artillery. A 
s cond Survey Company will be formed. 

1n the Royal Engineers, the second halfofthe 
nti-Aircraft Battalion required· for J the 2nd 
.A. Group will be formed. 
In the Royal Corps of Signals a Mobile 
ivisional Signals will be formed into which 

Cavalry Signals and Tank Brigade Signals 
\ ill be absorbed; a second Corps Signals will 
a so be formed: and the mechanization of the 
fi e Divisional Signals will be com(1letcd. 

Last autumn a censuS was carried out by 
postcard of all Army Reservists to ascertain 
how they were situated in civil life. Post
carJs were sent to 113,793 Reservists and 
106,000 replied; from these it was ascertained 
that 16 per cent. were unemployed. Of those 
who were employed as tradesmen in the Army. 
only IO·S per cent. were unemployed; of those 
who underwent training at an Army Voca
tional Training Centre, 14'7 per cent. were un
employed; and of those who were neither 
tradesmen nor had been vocationally trained, 
17.T per cent. were unemployed. The inci
dence of unemployment during the first year 
of Reserve service is much heavier than 16 per 
cent., being approximately 36 per cent. The 
incidence of unemployment in civil life is pro
bably about 12 per cent., and these llgures 
demonstrate the increased difllculty which the 
ex-soldier has jn obtaining ernployment as 
compared with the ci vilian'. 

The Army Council hold that recruiting 
would be greatly stimulated if it were possible 
so to extend this system of vocational train ing 
as to give a soldier who has no special trade 
qualifications a feeling of confidence that. sub
ject to good conduct, he would have a good 
chance or obtaining civil employment when he 
left the Colours. During the coming year [ 
hope to be able to introduce some rad ical 
changes in the present system. and to examine 
whether there is a possibility or increasing the 
number of posts under Government for which 
ex-soldiers might be considered eligible. 

Health of the Army 
The health of the Army at home and abroad 

ha s continued to be very satisfactory and no 
undue sickness was attributable to special 
scrvke in the Eastern Mediterranean. 

DEFENCE COMPANIES 
Owing to the poor response to the appeal to 

men to enrol in the Royal Defence Corps the 
Corps was abolished last July. and ex-Service 
men were asked to enrol in National Defence 
Companies of the Territorial Army. These 
National Defence Companies arc for Home 
Defence only. their role being to guard 
important poin~s in Great Britain on the 
threat of and during war. Territoria.l Army 
County Associations have been given quotas 
of men to enrol. and these quotas correspond 
approximately to the number of men required 
to guard important points in the country. 

The total number of men required is 
approximately 8,500 and of these some 70 per 
cent. had been obtained up to February I. 

Training 
There were no Army Manoeuvres in 1936. 

but the M ilitary Manoeuvres Acts were Illaced 
in force over parts of Sussex and Surrey. 

The 1st and 2nd Divisions and the 1st 
Cavalry Brigade of the Aldershot Command, 
the lOth and 12th Infantry Brigades of the 
Eastern Coml11und, and the 4th Guards 
Brigade of the London District carried out 
brigade and higher training from cam s in the 
manoeuvre area. Owing to the situation in 
Palestine and to the outbreak of foot~and
mouth disease. the training or the I st Division, 
the 1st Cavalry Brigade and the 12th Infantry 
Brigade was unfortunately curtailed. The 1st 
Air Defence Brigade carried out an air defence 
exercise at Littlehampton. 

The incidence of influenza was comparatively 
low until the latter part of December, when 
un increase occurred; coinciding with the wider 
prevalence of the disease among the civil 
population. 

The increase in the number of candidates 
ror commissions in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps continues to be well maintained. an 
excellent type of young officcr is now coming 
forward and it may be hoped that the establish
ment of regular olllcers will be filled at no 
distant datc. 

The chief feature of the Southern Command 
training was a combined operations exercise 
held from August 25 to 29, involving a 
landing on the coast at Stud land Bay. The 
force embarked consisted of the 8th Infantry 
Brigade and attached troops, carried in a hired 
transport and a cargo boat. The 9th Infantry 
Brigade acled as the defending force. The 
Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force 
cooperated. 

Particular care hus been taken to assist the 
Special Areas both by the erection of factories 
and in the placing of orders. Factories are in 
course of ~rection or expansion or are jn 
contemplation at Nottingham, Bridgend 
(Glamorgan), Chorley (Lancashire), Irvine 
(Ayrshire), Birtley (Durham), Hereford, and 
Blackpole (Worcestershire). Other factories 
will be necessary. but decisions as to their 
location have not been finally taken. The actual 
building of ccrtain of these factories is the 
responsibility oC His Majesty's Otlkc of 
Works on behalf of the War Office. 

DUFF COOPER. 

The War Office, Feb. 18, 1937. 

COST OF PALESTINE 
EMERGENCY 

A nominal Vote of £100 as a Supplementary i 
Estimate for the present f1I1ancial year dis- 1 

closes that the Palestine emergency last year i 
involved the Army in an expenditure of \ 
£1,040,000. against which there were appro
priations in aiel of £600,000. To the balance 
of £440,000 is addeu £56,200 for increased 

. expenditure on the programme for remedying 
deIiciencies, making a total of £496,200, but 
savings on normal .services, due mainly to the 
strength and average rates of pay of the 
Regular Army being lower than estimated, 
will be available to the extent of £496,100. 

MOVEMENTS OF SHIPS 
ANTlH>NY arrived P:.Jlrn:l <March 3). 
ApOll.O and 'sC",KlIOltOlllOll .urivt:u Trinidad (March 2). 

UI-AGtE arrivt:t.l Gibrall~lr (Man:h 2). 
Uno arrivt:d N.nlkiu¥ (l\1ar<.:h 1). 
lllLlEHJlUl arrivt:d Abu Musa (March 3). 
BK ... I.\;N Idt Cndiz for lludva (March 3). 
CKICK~T arrivt:d Chamto.;ha (March 1). 
CUMIIERI.ANO left !'t:nang for Singapore (March 1). 
DEPTl'Olm left Rushire (March. 2). 
DIOMr-:D~ left Dcvonport (March 3). 

In the Foot Guards antI the Infantry of the 
I ine all battalions of Foot Guards and 
] rantry serving at Home. with the exception 

f units of the 4th Division, will be reorganized, 
r be in process of reorganization, as Rille 
r Machine-Gun Battalions with mechanized 

1 rst-Iine transport. by April I, and battalions 
i 1 colonial garrisons will commence re

rganization on October I next. Two battalions 
f Infantry will he raised and added tn the 
oyal lnniskilling Fusiliers and the Royal 

rish Fusiliers, which have only one battalion 
ach. 

In the Royal Tank Corps the 7th Tank 

The new conditions of service introduced 
last August for Queen Alexandra's Imperial 
Military Nursing Service have proved satis
factory and have been followed by a substan
tial increase in numbers. 

Tbere are 29,897 enrolled and efficient 
members of Voluntary Aid Detachments, of 
whom 6.829 have signed a mobile obligation. 
The corresponding ligures for last year were 
28,620 and 6.736. 

In the current year (i) it is intended· to 
apply the Manoeuvres Acts to parls of Essex. 
Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire and Sulfolk and 
to East Kent. (ii) The 1st and 2nd. Divisions 
from the Aldershot Command, the II th 
1nfantry Brigade from the Eastern Command 
and the 4th Guards Brigade from the London 
District will carry out higher training in the 
East Anglia manoeuvre area in August and 
September. The 10th and 12th Infantry 
Brigades from the Eastern Command will 
carry out higher training in the East Kent 
manoeuvre area in August and September. 
(iii) The 2nd Cavalry Brigade, the 3rd Division 
and the 1st Tank Brigade of the Southern 
Command will carry out training on Salisbury 
Plain and in the vicinity of their peace stations. 
(iv) One infantry brigade of the Northern 
Command wilt carry out training at Tow Law. 
The remainder of the 5th Division will train 
in the Catterick area. (v) Territorial Army 
camps arc to be held in the special areas or 
Abcrgavenny, the Gower Peninsula and Porth
cawl. (vi) A combined large scale coast 
defence exercise will be held rrom July 14-16, 
in conjtlnction with the Roya i Navy and the 
Royal Air Force, involving the fortresses or 
Portsmouth, Portla",1 and Plymouth. (vii) 

DRAGON arrived St. Vinccnt (March 2). 
ECHO left St. Jean de ·Luz (March 3). 
EIGHTH DFSTRO'{f.R FLOTIl.LA (less DIANA) arrived 

Hong-kong (March 3). 
.ESCAPADE arrived Ria det BarQucro (M:lfch 3). 
EX.ETER and AJA;( nl'rivcU Ccara (Marcb 1). 
FALCON arrived Hankow (March 2). 
F",LMOUTH leIt Pcnang for Port Swettenham 

(March 2). 
FOWEV arrived Mu<:cat (March 2). 
FROnlSIIER arrived Bermuda (March 2). 

attalion will be formed. 

~ECRUITING FOR THE 
REGULAR ARMY 

Discipline 
The discipline of the Army continues to be 

maintained at a high standard. 
The comparative figures of Courts-Martial 

for the last five years are :~ 

Ycar 

.----I 
Average 

Rc~imcnt:ll 
Strenp:th 

Number 
or 

trials 

1933 :: lH3,318 1,93X 
Il):\4 ]84.032 1,40} 
JIBS 185.156 l,"nl 

GAI.ATEA, FIR<,T DESTROYER FrOllLLA. SECONU 

~o~~T:r~r:~~ ~\~;!:(I,:r ~~:'rc~{F3~~WARD)' and CODRING-l 

H ... I CYON left Portland for Portsmouth (March 3). 
H ... RRII:R, HUSS",R. and SKIPJACK arrived Sheerness 

(March 3). 
MmWAY ;J-nd \VESTCOIT left Singapore for Hong-

ktlng (March 2). 
MUIORL} arrived Port Eli7aheth (March 1). 
Nn ~ON. ROIlNrY, l{oV ... L. OAK, Rt-SOIlJTION, ORlON, 

Ri\MIL III:S. N~J'nINE, C ... IRO. SIXTH 1)I.S·' KOY!·R 
I'!UrllLA. j-"UlIRIII I)l-STROHK I-"I.OTIII" <lc~s BI-:AGlf. 
HR"IFN <lnd HlIl L no(;j, F"MUII1II, El t-TTRA. Est\.. and 
[,XPKfS'" Idt Gibraltar for exer("Lses (March 2). 

PHOENIX, Ot;IIt1'3. PFR"/U<;. 1{.· .. NlIOW. REOENT, 
RH,UI us, P ... NDOR .... 01 VMPti'i:. PAKTIIIAN, and PRorEus 
left Sin~:.lPore fur lIull)H,ung (March 1). l 47.200 MEN NEEDED 

The strength of the Regular Army, inclusive 
of British troops in India and Burma, at the 
eginning of the nnanci~t1 year will he 
pproximatcly 980 officers and 20,200 other 
t;lks below the recruiting establishment and 
lring the year the number of men leaving 

tile Colours will he approximately 27,000. 
The recruits required will thererore be about 
47.200. 

19H \ 180.866 2,059 

19)6 •• 11013.819 1.H76 

Certain restrictions ·in the King~s Regula-
tions have been relaxed as a tentative measure 
with a view to testing the desirability of 
incre~lsing the privileges and liberty of move
ment accorded to soldiers when all' parade. 

There will be 8 anti-aircrJJt camps\ instead 
of 4. 

The mechanization or the Army has necessi
tated special urrange1l1ents for instruction in 
driving and maintenance and UIl Armoured 
Fighting Vehicles School has heen formed at 
Bovillgton to provid~ instructors in driving 

Rl-.sOLlRl'f. VlSCOlINT, OInd ROIiQUAI. arrived Ports~ 
mouth (M'-Ir ... 'h :n. 

RlW,·R kft IlLHhl-kollg (\iouch 2). 

I n spite pf the untiring: elTorts of the Army 
recruiting stall', and the great help received 
from the Prc.,." the mm indu<Jtl·Y. an ... 1 the 
fruitrul coopl:ration of many cl11.1loycrs and 
public bodies, recrllitin~. although it has 
Improved in the last f~w weeks. is below b.Jth 
our hopes and our neeJs. but certain mca~l1res 
which: 1 haw in contemplation will, I trust, 
lead to a substantial and progressiv.: am~lior
ation of thc position. 

The recent increase in recruits is due almo.,t 
entirely to some modilications of the physical 
standards for certain corps, The introduction 

TERRITORIAL ARMY 
IMPROVED CONDITIONS OF 

SERVICE 
The strength of the Territorial Army 

(exclusive of Permanent Staff) on January 1, 
1937, was 7,870 officers and 133,283 other 
ranks, an increase of 606 olllcers and 12,226 
other ranks in the 12 months. The number 

and mainlenance for Il'lechanizcd cu\'uiry regi
ments, for infantry machine-gun Inltlalions, 
and for the Royal Tank Corps. The school 
has special wings to deal with tank gunnery 
and wireless telegraphy. 

Education 
During the year t 3,382 soldiers were ex

amined for the 1st Class and Special Certili
rates of Education. The former certificate is 
now held by 18,488 and the latter by 1,138 

,sf-TON I> SI)HM~RIN~: Fl oT1I1 ... (Ies!!: STARFISH) left 
L:tm!ash for Milfllrd II,H':11 (~1:trdl 3). 

SI'FFUWI L I. NUB K, OIIH.I S.-\\ AM-\NPFK [eft Portl;md fur 
IkvollPl1["{ (~bldl 2). 

SIWI 01 K 1d( Alien (1\lardl :0. 
TIIR\C!\N amI Cq'UOWN arrived TItlflli:-kollg 

(M.II·ch 2). 

The rc-union dinner of the Women's Roya.l 
Air Force will he held a.t the Criterion 
Rcst.aurant. Piccadilly, London, on Saturday, 
April 3, at 0.45 for 7.15 p.m. The dinner is 
for all ranks who scrvcd with the W.R.A.F. 
""rtieulars Olay be h"d from Mrs. C. M. 
McAlery, 175, Piccadilly, London, W,!. 
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