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SAFETY IN AIR
RAIDS

"ME SECRETARY ON
THE TASK

CAL AUTHORITIES AND
COOPERATION

"OUSE OF COMMONS

Moxnpay, Nov. 15
¢ SPEAKER took the Chair at a quarter to

'E ANTI-COMINTERN PACT
(EUT.-COM. FLETCHER (Nuneaton,
+ asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
if HM. Government had received an
on to join the Anti-Comintern Pact.
iSCOUNT CRANBORNE, Under-Secre-
. Foreign Office (Dorset, S., U.).—No, Sit.

TALIAN TROOPS IN LIBYA
ir. A. HENDERSON (Kingswinford, Lab.)
«d the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
sher, in view of the apprehension caused
pt by the concentration of large Italian
s on the Egyptian-] Libyan frontier, he pro-
to make representations to the ltalian
.ernment under the terms of the joint decla-
an of January 2, 1937,
ISCOUNT CRANBORNE. —No, Sir. 1
2 no reason to suppose that the veinforce-
st of troops in L)b)a to which the honour-
; mcmber refers is directed against Egypt.
A. HENDERSON further asked the
xary of State for Foreign Affairs whether
d any information as to the approximate

a. together with the numbers by which
forces had been increased during the past
months.
- 1ISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—The normal
son in Libya, consisting mainly of native
, is understood to be about 20,000. The
iun Government recently decided to increase
- garrison by two Army rps, and it is
..erstood that up to the present and in the
se of the last three months 45,000 to 50,000
ops have been transferred there. So far as
Majesty's Government are aware, the
b of the native garrison remain

DEFENCE OF EGYPT
NMr. A. HENDERSON also asked the Secre-
» of State for Foreign Affairs whether it
» the view of his Majesty’s Government that

gth of the Italian forces now stationed in |

|
|
|

i

\
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i
|

provisions of the Anglo-Egyptian treaty |

ent of Egypt becoming the victim of an
ol unprovoked aggression,

SISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—Yes, Sir.

Mr. A HENDERSON.—When the noble

* Yes, Sir,” does he mean that the

menl intends 1o carry out its obliga-

LISCOUNT CRANBORNE.~Yes,
ughter)
BRITISH PROPERTY AT -
SHANGHAI

'LAIMS FOR COMPENSATION
MOREING  (Preston, U)
ary - of - State for
was the position of British
: Homgkew and Yan-7epoo distrig

Sir.

d them to defend Equan terriory ini

slaughter of affected animals and those in
immediate contact, so as to stop the manu-
t facture of virus and to desiroy existing virus by
disinfection. It has been shown repeatedly
abroad and is being shown to-day in Western :
Europe that alternative methods are not
successful in  preventing the widespread
diffusion of disease. The rescarch work in
progress under the supervision of the Foot-and-
Mouth Disease Research Committee is at
present costing between £16,000 and £17.000 a
year. The present pasmon is fully set out in
the introduction to the Fifth Progress Report
of the Committee which was published in May
last by His Majesty's Stationery Office.

Mr. LEVY (Elland U.b—1s the Minister
aware that some authorities think that the
cause of this diseasc is contaminated water ?

Mr. W. S, MORRISON.—There are many
suggestions from many authorities. We thin
tb 73 present outbreak is caused by migrant
I CS.

In reply to Sir P, Herp (Devizes, U, Mr.
W. S. Morrisox said there is no evi-
dence to suggest that the present series
of outbreaks is due to infection intro-
duced by raw animal products. and the ve-
stricted area in which the numerous inde-
pendent centres of infection have occurred
suggests that articles of commerce are not the
vehicles of infection in this case. 1t does not
appear necessary, therefore, to take further
measures in regard to the trade in raw animal
products,

THE WHEAT ACT

DETAILS OF AMENDING BILL

Mr. W. S. MORRISON informed Mr,
GraHaM WHITE (Birkenhead, E., L.) that it
was his intention to introduce a Bill to amend
the Wheat Act during the present Session.
He could only indicate its scope in the most
general terms at the moment. Amending
legislation was necessary to correct the posi-
tion created by certain decisions of the House
of Lords, and the opportunity would be taken
for a comp]ete review of the work of the
present Act, and any consequential amend-
ments which were necessary would be made
in the Bill.

SIR P. HARRIS.—Will the Bill be intro-
duced before Christmas ?

Mr., W. S. MORRISON.—I cannot say, but
as soon as possible.

LISTENING-IN TO TELEPHONE

CALLS

LIEUT.-COM. FLETCHER asked the Post-
master-General by whose authority and in
what circumstances permission was given to the
police to listen-in to private telephone con-
versation.

MAJOR TRYON (Brighton, U.).—Listen-
ing-in is not permitted by the Post Office
except on the express direction of the Home
Secretary. There is, of course, nothing to
prevent a subscriber, if he so wishes, from
arranging for the police or anyone elsc to
listen-in ‘on his line through the agency of an
extension line or other aevice.

Mr. GALLACHER (Fife, W., Comm.).—
Is the Postmaster-General aware that when
1 make a telephone call from this House to
my party headquarters 1 have to wait until the
police are connecled? (Laughter.)

LORD HALIFAX’S VISIT TO
GERMANY

LIEUT.-COM. FLETCHER asked the
Prime Minister if, during his Sorthcoming
visit 1o Germany, the Lord President of the
Council would be charged with any mission
op behalf of the Government, and if he would
meet the head of the German Government.

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN (Birmingham, Edg-
baston, U.).—1 would refer the hon. and
gallant member 1o the answer given on Friday
last in reply to a private notice question by
the right hon. gentleman the member for
Wakefield (Mr. Greenwood).

LIEUT.-COM. FLETCHER.—May 1 ask
whether the proposal for this visit was injtiated
by the Foreign Secretary, and. if not. has the
Foreign Secrctary been kept fully informed

- throughout as to what is preposed. and has

asked the!

evervihing been done
currence 2.
The SPEAKER.-T

i from the original fu

with |his full con-

Q""& not fol’ i
n.

l tap. stretching over three nnmcular branches
of Service activity—first, an air force strong
enough the
fighting :
by searchlights and the other methods of
modern detection far more numerous and !
accurate than any they possessed in the War:
and, third, on the ground a system of air
rald precautions which would achieve. two |
objectives—(1) ensure the country against
panic, and (2) ensure that the services without
1 which a civilized community could not exist
! would continue to be maintained.

It was essential for them to organize a
comprehensive plan of ground organization,
and by organization they would be able to go

10 maintain initiative in  air

far to guarantee the country from panic and the ;
ltsi(oppage of the national life and 1o enable the |

ghlmg Services to maintain
l tactics and strategy. They had already made
a beginning. It was unfair to suggest that
| durmg the last two years nothing had happened
‘excepl a financial wrangie between the local
authorities and the Exchequer They had made
not unsubstantial progress in certain directions.

BIG SUPPLY OF GAS MASKS
1 Already they had supplied gas masks to the
civil population, and the supply was better than
llhe supply in any other coumtry in Europe.
Already they had cvolved fire emergency
measures on a considerable scale and accumu-
lated certain necessary supplies. Already the
local authorities had in many cases prepared
comprchensive schemes of defence. Already—
perhaps most significant of all—no fewer than
200,000 men and women in the country had
volunteered for air raid precaution work.

They had now reached a point where they
had to Fro\.eed to a much more comprehensive
and fully organized plan of campaign. As
soon as this Bill was passed—he hoped that it
would be passed without delay—they had to
start a new chapter in which the Government,
the local authorities, and the citizens of the
country would all cooperate to make @ much
more comprehensive plan of air raid pre-
cautions than anything they had contemplated
during the Jast two years.

Air raid precautions differed in important

Tespects from the activities of the fighting
Services. Air raid precautions were essentially
the work of civitians. The field was a civilian
field ; it was the field of the householder, of
the father of a family, of the local council, Red
Cross, and other organizations; it was a fietd
in which the regular troops were the civilian
force and the police.

Further, it was essentially a Jocal field. The
work must be done on the spot. The duties
which had to be performed were in many cases
an extension of duties that were already being
carried out by the locai authorities and locat
organizations—public order, decontamination,
sanitation, fire protection. What was now pro-
posed was not the imposition of new duties but
the extension of existing duties. It was in the
local field that the chief activities were bound
to take place.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES’

DUTIES

The Bill dealt with the greater part of this
field. It did not deal, for instance, with the
public utility services. That'was a question
which was still under the active consideration
of the Government; it was by no means Jost
sight of and was regarded as an important
field. and he hoped at no distant date to be able
to make 2 statement 1o the House of how the
Government intended to deal with jt.

Nor did the Bill dispense the individual
householder and employer of labour from his
elementary obligation to protect himself and
his household to the utmost of his ability. The
Bill dealt principally with the relations between
the Government and the local authorities. The
Government undertook to provide the emer-
gency items which could be produced cen-
trally : they also undertook a large part of the
expenditure and prondcd an orgamunon for
coordm’nung the various schemes of air raid
precauuom

The main duties of local authorities—the
list_could not be exhaustive with new services
which were infin experimental stuge—would be
1) arrangemgnts for storage and housing of
‘cqu\ en 'S instyuction 2nd advice 10 the
(3) akangements for the provision of

lic
\ publlc shielters ; (4) arrangements for the repalr
FOoBdS. FES + af nercans. ~learan > af dibri

their proper

\

sccond, anti-aircraft guns supported ; provide the houscholder with detail

vailable
started.
ded 10
J advice
as to how 1o deal with one of thes: bombs,
Secondly, they had been making 2 series of
interesting experiments with a view to pro-
viding householders at a small expere with a
cheap hand pump and a shovel and s box of
sand. Hon. members might laugh at this,
but the experts said—and he believed they were
correct—that even simple apparatus of this
kind, if it was used quickly as soon as one
of these small fires started, would be effica-
cious in preveniing the fire from.- ";\rcadmg
into a great conflagration in a big ventre of
population,

NEW FIRE MACHIMNES

So far as the Government and the
local awhorities were concerrad  their
part in this sphere of the proslem was
an interesting onc. The problem presented
by the possibility of a large numbsr of fires
starting simultaneously was a new one, and it
nceded new methods and new machines to
deal with it. _For some time past the Air Raid
Precaunons Department had beén Thpreriment-
ing with new types of fire machines, the object
being to secure much greater mobility than
anything that hiad been possible in the past. 1t
was felt that the only way of dealing with a very
targe number of fires was to have such great
mobility that machines would be cons(antly
patrolling the streets, so that they would
able to visit the principal cemrcs of populauon
every 10 or 15 minutes.

He could report to the Honse that very
satisfactory progress was being made with
these machines.  Speaking generaily, there
were three types of machine, going down to
the comparatively small mach,ge. which was
very mobile and rather of the ’aller car type,
carrying with it not only meang of fire extinc-
tion but also an emergency supply of water. It
was proposed that the ‘Govefnment should
provide these emergency machides for the local
auvthorities, at the expense of tie Government,

it was essential that means should be .
to put them out almost as soon as gh(-.
he Government first of all intu,

‘wherever they were needed. This itern would

be one of ,very considerable expense, but it
would come within the category of equipment
to which hehad referred in which supply and
manufacture were best undertzken centrally.

These machines would be manned by the
local authorities. For this pufpose the local
authorities would meed a cerfain nuclens of
whole-time ‘personnel, but they would also
need a large body of auxiliary helpers.
Towards the expenses of thel personnel the
Government would give a grant upon the basis
of the schedule in the Bill.

They could not attempt an
protection, which would run,
of millions of pounds. The &
afford it, and it might take
from the even more importait duties of the
Air Force. But within the boupds of common
sense and reason the Government intended to
make preparations on the Jinés which he had
stated. 1t was essential that therc should be
the fullest possible cooperanon between the
Government and the local authorities, and
secondly, and not less 1mportan( beiween the
Government, the local authgrities. and the
householdess, the ordinary m@ and woman in
the street.

THE FINANCIAL BL‘RDEN
LOCAL RESPONSIBILITY

The Governmient had alwa¥s taken the view
that, while the Exchequer Was prepared to
carry the main part of the eXpenditurg, there
must be a sharing of fnancial¥esponsibility by
the local authorities. (Ministéfial cheers.) Un-
less there was an ecffective Saring inevitably
there would be no check upomitie expenditure
that might be incurred. Fromfthe first he was
very anxious to obtain the d will of the
local authorities. At the endof the summer
he put before them propo; that_he hoped
would have obtained their d will and un-
reserved cooperation.

In the first category. conc
items such as fire brigade
for the emergency, he u
Government would find subs:
of the expenditure ; and in the} ond category,
in which the local d\llho)’lllts . the responsi-
bility of administration, he gi zested that the
{ Goyernment and the Jocal au -orities should

V& 'f and balf. T \,}:nd surnrisc

:

ideal system of
into thousands
pniry could not
of millions

ed with various
nces required
ok that the
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Morrison, refused the offer and staked out
their claim to a full 100 per cent.

The Government took the view that under
the Kind of plans contemplated the average
expenditure of the jocal au(honues cught not
(o exceed a penny rate, and that in many cases
it would be much below one penny. Accord-
ingly he was authorized to give the undertaking
that in the event of the rate exceeding one
penny the Government would in ail cases give
the very high grant of 75 per cent, from the
Exchequer. That was a wvery high offer—
(Ministerial cheers)—which he thought would
have been received with a unanimous vote of
thanks. Again, to-his surprise and disappoint-
ment. Mr. Mosrison, on behalf of the local
authorities, said thai he was not satisfied.
Again he (Sir S. Hoare) went back to his
calleagues and they authorized him to make a
still further offer.

Accordingly he made an offer to put up the
grant to local authorities where the cost was
exceeding a penny rate. There were two
grades—75 per cent. in the case of the richer
areas and 85 per cent. for the poorer omes.
That offer meant that the State was willing to

undertake more than 90 per cent. of the total |
Some |

expenditure for air raid precautions.
hon. members might ask why, if the Govern-
ment went so far, they did not go the whole
way. Why did they boggle at the last 10 per
cent. ? His answer was that the Government
went to the uttermost limit, and that if they
bad gone any farther they would have removed
altogether from this expensive ficld of public
activity any check on economy at all. Indeed
many Govemnment. supporters thought they
had gone too far. They pointed to the long
history of grants to.local authorities.in which,
in actual experience, it had been found that
when grants had gone above a certain level
almost Inevitably it had led to extravagance.
(AN OrrosiTioN MEMBER.—Prove it.) It was
easy to prove. The Addison Houses experi-
ment showed the great danger of guaranteeing
the full expenditure over a speclhed amount.
The Government could not put its excess grant
up beyond the very high rate of 75 and 85 per
%e?lt which appeared in the provisions of the

They believed that their estimates were sub-
stantially correct and in actual practice ex-
penditure was not going above the penny rate.
During the course of their discussions he threw
out the suggestion that if it was a reassurance
to the local authorities the Government were
prepared to consider the possibility of putting
a time limit upon the Bill. They felt that,
dealing with a new service of this kind, there
was a great deal which was of an expenmental
character and that the time might come when
Parliament would wish to reconsider the whole
position, Certain representatives of the local
authorities approved of this suggesnon and
certain others were doubtful about it. He
undertook to listen to the discussions in Com-
mittee with a very open mind and to see what
was the view of the House upon it.

HOPE OF A SANE WORLD
SOON

He hoped that when the local authorities
Jooked further into the provisions of the Bil}
they would see that on the whole the Govern-
ment's offer was a very fair one. The
Government accepted by far the major financial
responsibility, and they left to the local authori-
ties only that amount of local expenditure
which would provide some kind of check upon
economy.

He asked for the cooperation of the local
authorities, and he asked still more for the
cooperation of the householders of the coun-
try in making the Government's plans effective,
Beiween them they had to make impossible
what was the greatest danger to civilization—
a knock-out blow. They had got so 10 organize
the system of the country’'s defences as to
make it impossible {or any hostile power in
the course of a few days, a few weeks, or evena
few months to launch an attack which would
deal to the nation a knock-out blow. If we
could stop such a knock-out blow there would
be an opportunity for the forces of reason
in the world to get to work, and there would
be an opportunity for the resources of this
great country and Empire to be {ully mobilized,

his Bill and the provisions which it in-
cluded were directed against the knock-out
blow. He impressed upon the House the great
urgency ;of this problem and he urged upon

with a very deep and sincere hope that while
to-day in this troubled world it was nccessary
to ask Parliament to pass, and pass quickly,
the provisions of this measure, the time was not
far distant when the Home Secretary would
come to the House and say that, O\Hng Lo the
world's having become once agrin sane, the
time had come to repeal the provisions oi the
Bill. (Cheers.)

REJECTION MOVED

LABOUR CALL FOR NATIONAL
CHARGE

Mr. H. MORRISON (Hackney, S., Lab))
moved: —

That this House, while conscious of the
regrettable necessity for taking measures to
protect life and property in the event of air
raids, cannot assent to the second reading
of a Biil which does nat provide for the cost
involved being made a national charge.

He said that the Home Sceretary had had ;

a sad and dreary task in describing the neces-
sity for the Bill. They all regretwted the
breakdown of the negotiations with the
local authorities.  Sir S. Hoare treated
the local authorities with every courlesy
and consideration. It was mot the fault
of those authorities that the discussions
had lasted so long. There was an unwillingness
for a considerable time on Lhe part of the
Government to come down to ** brass tacks ”
on the financial considerations,

So long ago as July, 1935, the local
authorities asked that the State should bear
the full cost of air raid precautions. So far
as the previous Home Secretary was concerned
nothing happened. The whole question was
permitted fo drift until Sir S. Hoare came into
office, and then things began to move with
spced

Mr. CHURCHILL (Epping, U.) asked
whether the House was to understand that
there was no communication by the Govern-
ment to the local authorities between July,
1935, and the fire brigade memorandum in
Fcbruary 1937,

Mr. H. MORRISON said that hxs records
showed that there was no communication
officially from the Government to the local
authorities between those dates.

Continuing, the right hon. gentleman said
that the local authorities had no desirc to
embarrass or obstruct the Government. They
recognized that they had a duty in the matter,
and must cooperate with the Government pro-
vided they could come to a reasonabie financial
settlement with the Minister. There had been
no unpleasant wrangle, and the discussions
were carried on with dignity and friendiiness
and without a-1oss of temper on both sides.

THE PENNY RATE BURDEN

The local authorities realized that this was
a new duty and a new service which the State
proposed should be put on them. They
recognized that the State conld not be expected
directly to administer all the services
nationally, The local authorities took the
view that the services of air raid precautions
were interlocked with national defence to such
an extent that the expenditure sheuld fall on
national funds, in the same way as the cost of
the Army, Navy, and Air Force fell on
national funds.

The local authorities had seen new services
begin before with an indication that they
would not cost more than a haifpenny or a
penny rale, and they had found that those
services had cost much more. Therefore,
although the Home Secretary quite honestly
believed that this service would not exceed a
penny-rate, the local authorities were generally
apprehensive that under the pressure of the
House of Commons or public opinion it might
come to exceed that amount. 1f that occurred
air rajd precautions would be thrown into
municipal elections, and if the burden on the
municipalities went beyond a certain point
many local authorities might have to consider
whether they would not reduce expenditure on
the social services because of the new duty that
had been imposed upon them.

The argument that the State was to bear 90
per cent, of the expenditure annoyed the local
authorities. It was not fair that the local fire
brigade services. the respiratory, tisses chemi-
cals. and other things <ho;§ g0 into the

the counyry the great need for the fullest co- gcnera] pool and the Hom ‘Sccrcmr) take

Ararc A hetween all lte citizane Ka ande

of expenditure.  If he would only put the
Army. Navy, and Air Force into the Bill as
well it would be 999 per cent. {(Laughter.)

COMPROMISE PROPOSAL

The local authorities still thought that, on
the merits of the case, they should have been
given 100 per cent.  But they were genuinely
anxjous to reach a settlement if they could.
Therefore, they compromised. The Home
Secretary had told them that it would not cost
lhem more than a penny rate, and they said to
him: * All right, back your belief and guaran-
tee us the expenditure over a penny rate.
But the right hon. gentleman was not so sure
about his penny rate and he would not give
the guarantee, He (Mr. Morrison) was amazed
when he jooked back at the modesty of the
local authorities in these negotiations.  But
they went further and offered double the
margin they were told could not be exceeded
and asked for a guarantee of expenditure of
a twopenny rate. The Home Secretary would
not say * Yes.” In those circumstances, who
was reasonable ? He believed that even now
the local authorities would accept such an
arrangement, and he appealed to the Prime
Minister, as one who had very great experi-
ence of local government, to agree to it. The
local authorities would accept that offer and
the dispute would b

The local authormes had never said they
would put sand in the machine for which the
Home Secretary was responsible. (Hear, hear.)
And they did not say so now. It would not
be right. (Hear, hear.) But it would be worth
a lot to the Government if this administration
could start with good will and good feeling
on both sides and with the local authorities
feeling that they were not going to be run into
unlimited expenditure. This suggested guaran-
tee of a twopenny rate was the sole question
between the local authorities and the Home
Secretary.

It might be recalled that, with some little
risk of the controversy that might be involved,
he (Mr. Morrison) took the responsi-
bility for a statement that the local
authorities must cooperate with the State,
but on_the basis that the State should be
responsible for all additional expenditure.
On that basis they agreed in principle to
cooperation.

RELATION TO NATIONAL
DEFENCE

This was related to national defence, and
must have iaterlocking working with the
R.AF. and probably other armed forces.
There was no more case for the local authori-
ties bearing a proportion of this charge than
there was for them to bear a proportion of the
charge for the Territorial Army. To secure
swift and decisive administration the State
should bear the whole cost, and the local
authorities should be placed in the position in
which they were willing to be agents doin,
what_the State told them to do. He ask e&
the House to support the amendment, and if
it could not do that to support the amendment
which would be moved to the financial reso~
lution jndicating that the local authorities
should have a twopenny guaraniee.

The Opposition deplored the necessity for
the Bill. It was a terrific commentary on the
state of the world, and not a testimonial to
six years of the foreign policy of the National
Government. (Opposition cheers.) They agreed
that in the existing state of the world the Bill
was necessary. (Hear, hear.) Had the foreign

policy of the Government been more dccxswe,
more courageous in mobilizing world opinion
in the direction of peace, it might not have
been necessary to contemplate this horrible
thing.

ln spx!e of the Government's boast that they
were maintaining peace and keeping the
country out of trouble, he thought that step
by stcp we were drifting towards the most
dreadful Wwar in history. = (Hear, hear.) The
Opposition could not forget that in 1932, after
he returned from the Disarmament Confcrence,
Lord Londonderry said:—

had the utmost difficulty at that time. amidst al
the public outcry, of prescrving the use of the bombing
acroplane even on the frontiers of the Middle East
and India.

It was a pitiable statement. It was not with-
out significance that when Mr. Baldwin was
Prime Minister the Londonderry receptions
stopped for a time, and that now a new Prime
Minister was in office—(Opposition cheers and
Ministerial laughter)—the receptions had been
r.csumsd.a Not on}:\' ‘hal bu\ Lord London-
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whose property had be ccupied by the’

S liftelsen nor .[5..QIskMpas,jgmﬁggng,zﬁg%mgn 1

Japancse miiitary authorities and  hereafter
“.cstroved by bombardment or ‘otherwise
 ihe course of hostilities, and of those who
had been deprived of the use of their property
by the occupation of the area by Japanese
farces and since the baginni

ning of hostilities
i d been resased access theréto: and what
stenc . these Persoms could take to obtain
rediess.

VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—British sub-
jects whose property has been occupied by
Japanese troops should prepare a claim fer
compensation for the occupation and for any
damage that may have been caused thereby.
Claims may also be prepared in respect of
property damaged by bombardment or in
respect of losses due 10 denial of access to
property. Al claims  should be lodred im-
mediately with his Majesty’s Consul-General,
who has received instructions to afford every
assistance and information to inquirers.

Mr. MOREING.—Will the noble lord con-
sider sending instructions to the Consul-
General calling the aticntion of these unfor-
tunate people who suffered this loss to the
desirability of presenting their claims as soon
as possible ? .

VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—I will cer-
tainly consider that.

RUSSIAN SUBJECT AND HER

MARRIAGE
Mr. CRAVEN-ELLIS (Southampton, U.)

Minister say whether,in spité 0,

made by the Chancellor of *he Excheq
on Friday, that the visit is private and un-

official, he will give an assurance 1o the

House that in due course o public and official

statement will be made covering the con-

versations ?
| Mr,CHAMBERLAIN.~1 have no difficulty |
| in doing that. i
LIEUT.-COM. FLETCHER.—Will his ‘
{ Majesty's Ambassador in Berlin be present at |
| any conversations that will take place ? i

The SPEAKER again intervened.

Mr. BELLENGER (Bassctlaw, Lab.—Is |
this visit designed to take the place of the
; projected visit to this country by the German
| Foreign Minister, which was postponed ?

] Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.—No, Sir.

The SPEAKER.—None of these questions |
arises from the question on the paper. {(Hear,
hear.)

THE KING’S BENCH DIVISION
SIR W. DAVISON asked the Attorney-
General whether it was the intention of the
Government to appoint an additional Judge
in the King's Bench Division; and when the
necessary steps o enable such an appointment
10 be made would be taken.
SIR D. SOMERVELL (Crewe, U.).—My
noble friend the Lord Chancellor has been in
icommunicazion with the Lord Chief Justice
| on the matter to which my hon. friend's ques-

1n his opinion there is at present

|
|

" tion relates.

asked the Secretary of State for Foreign, no need to appoint an additional Judge to

Affairs if he would make representations to the
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics for the ‘release from Soviet
nationality and permission to leave the country
of a lady of the name of Mme. Blagovesh-
chenskaya, in order to legalize under British
faw her Russian marriage with Mr, H. Langton
Wood and so enable her 10 become a British
subject.

VISCOUNT CRANBORNE. — His
Majesty’s Embassy at Moscow were instructed
on July 2 last to make unofficial representa-
tions in support of this lady’s application for
release from Soviet citizenship and permission
to leave the Soviet Union, in view of her
prospective marriage to Mr. Langton Wood ;
and in August last they had grounds for think-
ing that the application would be favourably
considered. Since then, however, the lady has
been arrested on what appears to be a criminal
charge in Soviet law ; and it is not possible
to take further action on her behalf pending
the disposal of this charge.

ITALY AND A LOAN

SiR P. HARRIS asked the Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs what was the attitude of
the British Government towards any proposal

by the Italian Government to float a loan in |

the London market.

_VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—No such pro- | decoration is to be deprecated. (Hear, hear.)

posal, so far as his Mejesty's Government are
aware, has been made.

FOOT-AND-MOUTH
DISEASE

MINISTER ON SLAUGHTER
POLICY

Mr. V. ADAMS asked the Minister of Agri-
culture if, in view of the wide and sudden inci-
dence of foot-and-mouth disease. he could
say whether the ailment was at present known
to be susceptible of prevention and;or cure;
and what money was being spent by his Depart-
ment on scientific research into the causes, pre-
vention, and cure of the disease.

Mr. LEWIS (Colchester, U.) also asked a
question on the same subject.

Mr. W. S. MORRISON,
Agriculture  (Cirencester
U).—The disease is
fatalities occur in the case of very young
animals and exceptionally among  adults.
No innocuous method of producing *pro-
. immunity against the disease has
b3 Referring to the temporary
protection afforded by the use of immune
serum. the Foot-and-Mouth Discase Research
C itice reported emily that ™ such serum
as i+ at preseni available cannot be relicd on
to prowect a bovine from infection when in-
i exposed to a highly infective case of
diseast The mos: effective method of pre-
venting the spread of infection is the prompt

Minister of
and Tewkesbury,
curable,  though

the King's Bench Division inasmuch as there
is good ground for believing the existing
number of Judges is equal to the work,
especially as the new arrangements concerning
official shorthand notes should save a good
deal of judicial time, The whale question, how-
ever, of strengthening the Judiciary is under
constant review by my noble friend, who will
continue to keep a waichful eye upon it.

RETIREMENT OF J.P.s

Mr. M. SAMUEL (Putney, U.) asked the
Attorney-General whether, in view of the
desirability of justices of the peace retiring in
certain circumstances, he would consider the
holding out of some inducement to this end
by way of permitting those who did retire to
continne the use of the tile J.P. with the
suffix (Retired), as was done in regard to the

{ members of some other public services.

SIR D. SOMERVELL.—My noble friend
the Lord Chancellor is now engaged in con-
sidering certain’ proposals with regard to the
retirement of justices of the peace; but the

| suggestion of my hon. friend is not one which
‘is Yikely to be entertained, as justices of the
P

peace have no title as such. A justiceship of
the peace is not a title of honour, nor is_the
{ office conferred as a reward for past services,
but as an opportunity for future services, and
! the use of the letters J.P. as equivalent (o a

AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS

SIR S. HOARE ON THE NEW
' BILL

SIR S. HOARE, Home Secretary (Chelsea,
1U.) moved the second reading of the Air Raid
Precautions Bili. He said that the problem !
1 witt which the Bill dealt could be described in |
| one sentence. During the four years of the)
] War 300 tons of bombs were dropped in |hi:~
country ; to-day the lowest estimate indicated
that a greater tonnage of bombs could be\
i dropped in 24 hours, and the scale of attack |
I couid be maintained for many days. [
Making every reservation for inaccuracies |
and urcertainties, the fact remained that the |
position to-day was much more formidable |
! than it was in the years of the War. It was
so formidable that there were some people
who said it was no use attempting to_take
Jefensive measures, air attack always broke
1 through, and nothing we could do would be of
! any effect. He did not take that view, and he |
| was supported by the whele course of British ;
history. They had to make the acroplane as

little dangerous to the British Empire as they |

made the submarine. i

To-day they were justified in saying that, !
although the submarine was an extravagant |
Quisance that should be abolished. it was no
longer a danger to the security of the British |
Empire.
i 1 the

. . i
in their cffort they |

were 10 SU
| must ¢ not only a concentrated hut also
} a weli-balanced programme coordinated at the |

LA

and Tunsale buildi

en. 1alties, detection sison gAs,
and © damination work; anu (6) arrange:
ments 1 connexion with street lighting: and
air raid warnings.

Perhaps he could not do_better. if hon.
members were to understand the scope of these
provisions, than put into a concrete form
the kind of action that would be
necessary in the event of an air raid.
If this country was threatened with an air
raid the first responsibility would be upon
the Government. It would be the duty ot
the Government, having detected the air raid.
to spread over the country the nccessary warn-
ing. There would be. first a corps of observers
working under the Air Ministry for the pur:
pose of detecting the raid. Next there would
be a communication to }he threatened parts
of the country; where® at once the local
authorities—and particularly the air wardens.
the officers who would be responsible for the
safety of a street or a block of houses—would
set the local activities in motion.

PUBLIC SHELTERS

There were three kinds of bombs—high
explosive, gas, and incendiary. Let them sup-
pose that it was the high-explosive bomb that
was being used in a raid. Neither this Govern-
ment, nor, so far as he knew, any Govern-
ment in Europe could protect a building—
short of overwhelming expense—from a direct
hit by a high-explosive bomb. It had been
calculated that if we attempted protection
against direct hits of this kind a low estimate
of the expenditure would be £1,500,000,000—
and even then we might not cbtain effective
protection, What the Government and the
Jocal authorities would attempt to do was to
provide protection not against the direct hit
but against blast and splinter; and for that
purpose local authorities would provide public
shelters for those who were caught in the
streets, and for those who, owing to the condi-
tion of their houses could not provide make-
shift refuges under their own roof.

Tt was proposed to give the individual house-
holder detailed advice as to how he could
improvise a refuge room against the blast and
the splinters of these bombs. The householder
could improvise a room of this kind at much
fess expense and trouble than might be sup-
posed by people who had not been into the
details of the cost.

e gas bomb was the one that was directed
principally against a country’s moral; it was
the bomb that was intended so to act upon
human nature as to weaken the power of

en Jarange

<}

Tesistance. [t was not a bomb for the destrue- |,

tion of property.” Sofar as the gas bomb
was concerned the preparations that they
envisaged comprised, first, a supply of gas
masks for the entire population. He was
glad to be able to tell the House that the
production of gas masks was procecding satis-
factoriyy, and in quite a short time they ought
to have this full supply, which could then be
distributed over various parts of the country.

FIRES FROM INCENDIARY
BOMBS

PUMPS FOR HOUSEHOLD USE

Next therc would be the activities of the
Jocal authorities, with their gas-proof shelters
and their decontamination organizations, for
which the Government intended to provide
bleaching powder. Then there would be
careful instructions to the householder as to
how to act in the event of a gas raid and how
to make one of the rooms in his house gas-
proof. Where, owing to housing conditions,
it was impossible for the householder ta carry
out these directions there would be the emer-
gency shelters of the local authoritics available
o lim. The same sort of precautions would
be taken against mustard gas.

Then there was the problem of the incen-
diary bomb, and he was inclined to think
that in the past we had not given sufficient
attention (o the danger of this smali type of
bomb. which could start a large number of
fires. He was informed that even a medium-
sized bomber—not one of the larger types—
could start no fewer than 150 separate fires by
tmeans of these small incendiary bombs. When
it was remembered that the average number
of fires in London was 15 a day the House
would see the scope of this new problem.
-single machine was able to start 150 separate
fires. He did not suggest that all these would
be serious fires, but if these small fires were
not to develop into dangerous conflagrations
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Union of Conservative and Unionist Associa-
tions. Honour had been done to the man who
said that. It was slgmﬁcam of the thoroughly
-bad outlook of the new Prime Minister. He
(Mr. Morrison) was not complaining. Politic-
ally this Prime Minister suited the Opposmon
down 1o the ground—which was more
than they could say about his predecessor. |
(Laughter.)

HIGH-EXPLOSIVE BOMBS

THE DIRECT HIT

Mr. SANDYS (Norwood, U.) said that he
warmly welcomed the Bill, which was the first
legislative recognition. of a new branch of
national defence, the passive defence of the
civilian population. It was something which
had come to stay: air raid precautions were
going to become a permanent part of our
defence system.

This was 2 sadly belated measure. (Hear,
hear.) The only serious criticism one could
advance against the Bill was that it ought to
have been introduced three or even four years
ago. The work would then have been com-
plete by now and the people secure, instead
- of which they were only just at the beginning.
Tt was most necessary and expedient that the
local authorities should have a direct financial
interest in the wise and economic spending of
the money.

Unlike the British Government, the French
and German Governments did not take the
view that the majority of bombs which would
be dropped would be either armour-piercing
or semi-armour-piercing. The French Govern-
ment were building shelters of 6ft. 10 7ft. of
concrete, sufficient for all except armour-
piercing bombs. The German Government
“had laid down that new buildings should have
thick concrete floors, old buildings had been
strengthened with girders, and every house
had its prepared cellar. In view of the wide
divergence of opinjon on this question between
the British Government and 1he French and
German Governments—-

SIR S. HOARE intervened to say that there
was not any divergence of opinion. He was
speaking of direct hits by high-explosive
bombs.

CHURCHILL.—Armour-piercing or
not ?

SIR S, HOARE.—Simply direct hits by high-
explosive bombs.

Mr. CHURCHILL.—But armour-piercing
ornot ? Everything turns on this question.

SIR S. HOARE said that he was speaking
of shelters for every kind of bomb except the
direct hit of the high-explosive bomb. There
was no country in Europe which was attempt-
ing to deal with that.

Mr. SA\DYS—Armour-piercing or non-
armour-piercing ?

SIR S. HOARE.—Both.

Mr. SANDYS said that it made all the
difference  whether bombs were armour-
piercing or not, and the Government should
Consider whether it was not_feasible to pro-
vide protection against the high-explosive but
non-armour-piercing bomb, which was being
done in other coustries. (Hear, hear.)

PLANNING AND PUBLICITY

He suggested that the Air Rajd Precautions
Depariment should have a highly cfficient and
enterprising publicity section, “which would
take advantage of the cinema, the Press. and
posters for making this prob\em and their
duties known to the public. Much valuable
work had been done, but with the passing of
this Bill the real work of planning. organizing,
recruitment, and training would only be
beginning. Other countries had been perfect-
ing their preparations for many years.

He did not think we were safe in taking it
for granted that we had three or four years
in which to make these preparations. (Hear.
hear.) He took the view that if we could get |
over the next three or four years, then it might
be that these precautions would not be neces-
sary at  all. Those vyears would be the |
dangerous years. For that reason he wished
to make two proposals for speeding up this

scemed to him that its work and
tinc had orawn too bis.forehe Air

’consmuled, He did not suggest that there
should be a new Ministry or that the Depart-
l ment should be taken away from the responsi-

i bility of the Home Secretary, but that the

Depanmcnt should be 1mmeasur;\bl) cnlargcd
{ its personnel increased, that it shouid be given
lmore independence and zuthority, and that its

status should be raised all round.
|~ During the next two years an intense effort
| would be required and success was g_omg 10
‘depend on leadership, encrgy, and Impetus

from the top. The Home Secretary had 100
\ many other duties to devoe the necessary time
‘ and personal atiention to air raid precautions,

m any rate during the initial period of organiza-

." During this initial period the Home

\ Sccremr\ shauld entrust this work to a respon-

I sible depulv and there should be appointed a

Director-General of Air Raid Precautions to

take charge of an enlarged and reconstructed
Deparlmen!

Such an official would keep_in close touch
with the Home Secre‘ary, and would be under
his control; but on the other hand he would
have a very free hand and wide authority.
Exceptional qualifications would be required
for such a post, and he thought that such a
person should be a national figure outside
politics—somebody, for instance, of the stamp
and standing of Lord Trenchard.

THE LIBERAL VIEW

WIDER SCHEME ESSENTIAL

Mr. W. ROBERTS (Cumberland, N., L}
said that the Government had made for them-
selves difficulties that might have been easily
avoided. They ought to accept the compromise
which would give a maximum expenditure of a
twopenny rate.

He might be wrong, but he should have
thought that there was no possibility that any
precautions under the Bill would make it
possible 1o rtelease any squadrons of aero-
planes that would be otherwise used for home
defence. The experience of Spain and China
had shown that war was to-day a war against
civiians almost more than a war against
armed forces. If our air strategy were that
the best defence was attack, that was also
the enemy’s best defence, and, as we had a
much more vulnerable country, the counter-
attack on us would be deadly indeed. Roughly,
the proposed expenditure under the Bill was
3s. a head of the population, whereas there

TRe cxpended, perhaps over a slightly
longer period, 130s. a head on the offensive
Services. It seemed an astonishing claim that
an expenditure of 3s. a head represented a
really comprehensive plan.

He congra(ulated the Government on pro-
ducmg gas masks in such large numbers, but
it was the cheapest gas mask in Europe, and
there had been some criticism of its quality
in a German paper. Why should it not be
impartially tested by persons whose eminence
pobody could doubt ? He had seen ordinary
cigarette smoke go through it—a fact which
made him wonder whether arsenical smoke
would alse penetrate jt.

UNDERGROUND SHELTERS

The Government eventuaily would have to
provide proper bomb-proof and gas-proof
shelters for at least a large part of the popula-
tion. The French were using at least two
of their underground statjons for the purpose.
Why had the decision been taken that we
should not use the Underground statiens in
London ? 1f there was a very big raid on
London he feared that either the military or
the police would be needed 10 prevent people
from going 1o the Underground. Unless they
had been made safe from attack the Under-
ground stations would prove to be absolute
eath-traps. The Government’s scheme only

gan to touch the fringe of the real problem.
f the civil population was to be given any-

hing like proteciion a far greater programme
{frould have to be carried out.
I* SIR R. MELLER (Mitcham, U.) said he
I was glad the Bill had been produced. 1t was
{ vital that the people should know what sort
lo{ precautions were 10 be taken and what

cooperation was likely to be expected from
them. The work that had to be done was
| so closely allied to the general work of local
! governmen: that it could not be separated.

' EVACUATION PLANS
DR. HADFYN GUEST tIslington. N., Lah.)

aid that in eve® area which was contiguous 1o
pmn( of mnhary importa: p;i a of
cion

of evacuation was and the associated problem
of transport, it must be realized that in the
event of war London would be in a front-line
position. In the East End it would be a case
of hundreds of thousands of people pcunr}g‘
into the streets and making for the air yaid |
shelters with only 74 1o 10 minutes’ warning. ‘
They would never reach the sheliers and would
be exposed to the probability of bombing and
slaughter on a wholesale scale. There were
also the questions of the distribution of
industry and foad storage. on which the
Government should give clear indication of
what should be done.

He asked the Government to give an assur-
ance that the efficiency of the civilian type
respirator and the methods of gas-proofing
rooms was vouched for by competent scientific
authorities. The Government should issue for
every kind of privately manulactured appliance
for protection against pas some Kkind of
national mark. to make sure that only effective
appliances were sold.  The Bill should be
amended to lay down a standard of qualifica-
tion for air raid precaution officers.

VISCOUNT WOLMER (Aldershot, U}
said he wished to support the Government in
their stand. . If the Home .Secictary had
yielded to the arguments advanced by Mr.
Morrison he would have been betraying a
principle which was fundamentai to all sound
—namely, that administrative
lity must be accompanied by some
degree of financial responsibility. He did not
think that Mr. Morrison's fear that this deci-
sion would cause delay would prove well
founded. He was sure that the local autho-
rities, when they knew what they had to do,
would do it as promptly and with as much
energy as any Government Department.

THE SOCIAL SERVICES
. It was probably true that the social ser-
vices must suffer. He did mot see how we
could spend hundreds of millions on defence
without the social seryices: suﬂermg That was
part of the tragedy of the situation. But we
could not eat our cake and have it, and at this
moment national defence must take first place.

It was most important that detailed instruc-
tions to householders should be issued without
delay telling them how to make bomb-proof
and splinter-proof shelters for themselves,
and how-they could make their homes gas-
proof. He doubted.if it would be possibie to
make very small children wear gas masks, &t
would be necessary therefore to provide gas-
proof underground créches where they could
be accommodated. The Home Secretary
should take the House into his confidence and
give it as much information as he could as
quickly as possible so that every local authority
and every householder should be able to press
on with the job.

Mr. STEPHEN (Glasgow, Camlachie, I.L.P.)
said that the protection under the Bill was
jargely illusory. The Government should set
out on a peace policy and take the necessary
steps to try to lead the nations into a realiza-
tion that another great war would lead to the
complete breakdown of civilization.

SIR M. SUETER (Hertford, U.) said that
the Jocal authorities in his constituency were
very anxious to know whether a penny rate or
twopenny rate was going to be the limit of the
cost to them. They also wanted to know
much more about the air raid precantions.

THE HIGHER DUTY

ABOLITION OF AIR WARFARE

Mr. C. WILSON (Sheffield, Attercliffe, Lab.)
said that the House of Commons had a much
higher duty than merely to pass resolutions
dealing with expensive measures which could
not be wholly effective, and which it would be
deceiving the people to say were effective. The
world had been horrified by what had happened
in Spain and China, and it was probable that
a new feeling had been aroused. Was it not
possible for the Government to see whether
some move could be made towards the total
abolition of air warfare 7 Nothing would so
enhance the reputation of this couniry as some
such effort, even if it were unsuccessful.

Mr. ANSTRUTHER-GRAY (Lanark, N,
). said that nothing was more vital to our
whole defence programme than_ the financjal
soundness of this country. For that reason he
supported the Government's proposal that
Jocal authorities should bear a small proportion
of the cost, because that was the bes: way of

ensuring economy.
e N )

Shields, . Lab).sunoorted |

Government were wrong in leaving any initia-
tive 1o the local authorities. Nonhmgwas more
likely to split the nation than the provisions
contained in the Bill.

SIR R. GLYN (Abingdon, U.) said that a
Bill of this kind was essential. He hoped
that the Home Secretary would set up an
organization apart from his own department
to deal with the great number of inquiries of
a technical nature. The Home Secretary had
made it clear that he wanted good will and
cooperation and had strained every effort to
obtain them. 1f the Government were going to
be prepared for any emergency they could only
do it with public opinion behind themy

Mr. BELLENGER expressed alarm at the
dilatory policy of the Government during the
last two years,

A CHARGE AGAINST 18

LONDON BOROUGHS

SIR G. FOX (Henley, U.) said that it would
be a great mistake to say to local authorities
that if they spent more than a twopenny rate
everything would be paid for by the Govern-
ment. That would lead to a vast waste of
public. money and do no good. There were 18
Socialist boroughs in London where no steps
had been taken to protect the civilian popula-
tiops That was a great indictment against the
Socialist Party who did not mind what
happened to British men, women, and children.
(Opposition laughter and 1romcal cheers.)

He hoped thie Government would be able to
take steps aga.mst those people who, whenever
a ‘‘blackout:” was arranged, distributed
literature tryiig to ridicule the whole system
of air raid precautions and to stop the public
from cooperating.

Mr., R. TAYLOR (Morpeth, Lab.) said that
the House had never listencd to a more de-
pressing deba(b They were discussing the
end of civilizaion. It was bntrue to suggest
that the Oppo jon and their supporters were
treating this suliject with levity.

Mr. NOEL B AKER (Desby, Lab.) said that
the present measures were lamentably in-
adequate to the need. If they were to have
passive defencg at all, it must be real.

How many beople were there who could
afford to set agide a room as a refuge, which
had got to be done in times of peace ? There
were something like 7,000,000 or 8,000,000
who could not do so, and vast numbers who
could not afford to equip such a room. There
was more hopé about gas masks, but what
were the Government doing about prowdmg
the absolutely” indispensable instruction 7
They bad not Begun to consider the problem
of old people, very young children, and many
classes of invalid:

The Government's provision of £32,000,000
over four vear§ was fantastic. The Govern-
ment was only beginming the task, and when
it made a real plan the cost would be far
greater than agything yet coniemplated. He
appealed to the Home Secretary to change the
whole policy. and to seek disarmament while
it might yet be obtained.

A CHANGED SITUATION

Mr. WEDDERBURN, Under Secretary for
Scotland (Renfrew, W.,.U)), said that Sir T.
Tnskip had repeatedly stated that it was not in
the public interest to disclose what measures
had been decided by the Committee of
Imperial Defence for protection against air
attack. But th¢!situation was not quite the
same as it was when Lord Baldwin said the
only effective method of preventing air attack
was retaliation.

Attemnpts 10 terrorize the civil population
might have the épposite effect to that intended.
In China suchatempts had made the civil
poputation more determined than before to
fight to the Iast.‘agamst their enemy, and the
Powers of Eurdpe, if war broke out, might
feel that if ‘hﬂ'c was no military objective
to be gained thly would Jose more than they
gained by bombing open towns.

The whole blem of air raid precautions
was an entirelyfiew one, and it was not to be
solved by the gne of precepts or decrees off-

id

hand on the parfof the Government, Though
the Governmegf might be criticized for not
having begun Rhe whole thing four years
earlier, it we.ldnot be just to criticize them
for delay du i the last two years since their
plans began l(] prepared.

They were il ﬁossessnon of some 20.000.000
gas masks, which.were ready for dxsmbuhon
agd_about ~Xpew fire fighting mpelignces

Py .

in the Board of Trade. and the right hon.
gentlemen had rendered an ill-service not only
to the Special Areas but to the best interests
of the country. (Cheers.)

Mr. W. J. STEWART (Houghton-Je- Spnn;,.
Lab.) said that the Special Areas had hoped
that every Government department would heip
the Royal Commission with a view to spreading
industries so as to give employment to large
numbers in those areas. Between 1932 and
1936 ncarly 2,700 new factories were opened.
Two-fifths of the employment this provided
was in the Greater London area, one-fifth in
N.W. England, one-sixth in the Midlands,
and one-eighth in N.E. England. In four and
2 half years 36,387 people had been trans-
ferred out of Durham County, and in 1936
2lone £4,550,000 was “paid out on public
assistance, unemployment benefit, and transi-
tional payments in Durham County. The
Government should deal with this question
of the location of industry, and he asked the
President of the Board of Trade to help the
Commission as far as possibleso that they might
get more done for Durham.

MR. STANLEY'S REPLY

Mr. OLIVER STANLEY, President of the
Board of Trade (Westmorland, U.) said that
Mr. Lawson's desire to mitigate conditions in
the distressed areas was shared by the Board
of Trade. Nobody could deny that whenever
it had been a case of trying to induce some
industry to go to the depressed areas the
utmost assistance had been gwen by the Board
of Trade. They were discussing this question
of the evidence submitted on his behalf to the
Royal Commission on the location of industry
under some difficulty. Although people tatked
about it and the great newspaper to which
Mr. Lawson had referred bad written
about the evidence, he, Mr. Stanley, was
probably the only person in the House
who had read the full evidence, for the
reason that it was not yet printed and generally
accessible. Hon. members had not had the
opportunity of reading it, nor had the news-
paper which had written about it. The
evidence would, as a matter of fact, be pub-
lished early next week ; and with the written
evidence would be published the oral evidence
given by officers of the Department, together
with the questions and answers exchanged

He felt that probably the best teply to the
debate would be the publication of the
evidence in full for hon. members to read.
But it was well at once to clear away one mis-
understanding. Hon. members had talked as
jf this evidence could possibly be interpreted
as_a statement of Government policy.

Nobody who had given any consideration to
the matter thought for a moment that this was
so. This was departmental evidence given by
a particular department on a subject which
concerned it. The reason why it was given in
this form was because the Royal Commission
asked that the Board of Trade should give
evidence on the economic aspects of the dis-
tribution of industry. It was understood that,
the social and strategic aspects of the subject”
would be dealt with by other departments.

The hon. member (Mr. Lawson) had said
that he wished that the President of the Board
of Trade had given evidence which tended to
help the policy of the redistribution of in-
dustry. Quite {rankly he (Mr. Stanley) did not
feel, whatever his own personal views might be
as to the desirability of a particular course, that
it was his duty to give to the Royal Commis-
sion evidence which was to help a particular
policy.

PURPOSE OF THE COMMISSION

The Board of Trade gave to the Royal Com-
mission evidence which, rightly or wrongly,
he considered 1o be accurate. 1t was for that
Commission to hear cvidence—no doubt
countering the evidence of the Board of
Trade—which touched on other aspects of the
matter and to decide themselves the policy
which they recommended to the country and
to the Government. The whole purpose of
the Commission was that conflicting views
could be heard and statements made by onc
interest could be challenged by another and
the truth determined.

Tt was svrely better that the Commission
should arrive at a conclusion after weighing
conflicting views rather ihan for one aspect
of the case to be entirely remoyed from their
attention. The one exiract \\guh had been
quoted removed entirely from {he whole con-
|cxt nnd c\trythmg whi \ Esncvgefore

HASTINGS BY-ELECTIO

UNIONIST CANDIDATE ON
CABINET’S RECORD
(1\ r. M. R. Hely-Hutchinson
Candidates” (U.)
{Mr. W. W. Wood (Lab.)
POLLING : NOVEMBER 24

Last ELECTION
Lord Eustace Percy (U.)
Mr. W, W. Wood (Lab)

20.905
9.404

Majority 11,501

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HASTINGS, Nov. 15

Both candidates in the Hastings
by-election have now issued their addresses
to the electors and each of the documents
is a complete contradiction of the other.
Mr. Hely-Hutchinson asks for support of
the National Government on its record
of accomplishment, Mr, Wood finds the
Government’s  programme  completely
bankrupt of constructive policy in home
affairs and considers that the Government
bears a crushing burden of responsibitity
for a_gloomy and menacing international
situafion.

No previous Government in our history,
Mr. Hely-Hutchinson submits, has done
so much to develop the social services
with a view to improving the. health and
standard of living of the people as a whole.
He calls attention to a great housing
campaign, the abolition of slums and
overcrowding, the arrangements for the
supply of milk to children in schools,
the improvement in our educational system,
the physical health campaign, and the new
voluntary pensions scheme which comes
into operation in the New Year.

In the field of foreign affairs the National
Conservative candidate states that we are faced
with a continued and unhappily rising conflict
between two rival political philosophi¢s—
between Fascism and Communism. Neither
of these forms of Government spells freedom
as we know it. Both are wedded to the doc-
trine of government by force instead of by
discussior, and the settiement of differences by
resort to aggression instead of through
peacefui negotiation,

THE NATION'S NEEDS

“ We are an island people,” he adds, “ with
a large population. We cannot hope to pro-
duce upon our island more than a proportion
of our food supply. Our well-being, our very
existence, depends on the peaceful exchange
of goods with other peoples oversca—on
foreign trade; and that in turn depends on
peace among ‘the nations. It is a matter of
profound disappointment to men of good will
throughout the world that the League of
Nations has so far proved ineffective as an
instrument of peace, But while we must
neglect no opportunity of strengthening the
League to that end, the inescapable lesson of
the past few vears has been that for the present
defence of our homes and our means of liveli-
hood we must rely in the first instance on our-
selves alone. Therefore it is that the National
Government has concentrated every effort on
the strengthening of our defences by sea, by
land, and by air.

Mr. Wood for his part accuses the Govern-
ment of having wriggled out of solemn pledges
10 stand Joyally for the League pohc\ of col-
lective security, and states that by its indiffer-
ence and timidity it has encouraged Fascist
apgression, weakened the defence of demo-
cracy, and endangered the security of peace.
The home programme of the Government
ignores. he asserts. such vital matters as the
ever-rising cost of living. the existence of wide-
spread malnumgon th‘ plight of the people

in the Special Areas. and the need for a T
10 avoid another industrial depression when
present temporary * boom ™ created by
armament comes 1o an end.

Mr. Waod includes in Labour pohcy anm
holidays with pay for ali workers and ¢
tends that this would enormously increase :
prosperity of Hastings by making it possic—
for many thousands more workers to spenc
holiday in the town.

The Labour fight in the constituency is fo-
wider acceptance of Socialist ideas rather
for a seat, but the Conservative organiz:
is taking lhe challenge seriously. Parti
attention is being given to 4 canvass of
women electors, who number 27483, oo -
pared with 17,987 men on the register, Unic~
representation of the borough began its pre- .-
unbroken run of 31 years in 1906, when
late Mr. W. H. du Cros achieved the
tinction of winning a seat from a Liber
member in the year of Liberalism's gre
sweep of the country.

Sir John Simon, in a message of supr+
sent to Mr. Hely-Hutchinson yesterc:
says:—" The system of "government ur
which we are living, which was first establ
in 1931 as the necessary means to deal
an immediate crisis, has justified itsel
results, and sensible citizens of all parties
surely appreciate the necessity of continu.
the cooperation which means so much to
progress at home and for our authe-
abroad. 1 trust that the great ma]om\
Hastings electors who share these opin:
w1lll1 not fail to make their views known at
POl

RESTORATION OF SCOTIISZ
FISHERIES

BUCKIE TOWN COUNCIL'S
PLAN

Suggestions with regard to herring marke::—
and the acquisition of mines along the cc
for the digtribution of cheap coal to the
ing fleet are contained in a memoranc:.
which has been forwarded to the Pr-
Minister, the Chancellor of the Excheg:.
the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, .
the Secretary of State for Scotland by
Town Council of Buckie, Banffshire.

It is claimed that the root of the pres
trouble is that the policy of the Governn=-r-
and the Herring Industry Board is one
restriction which is fatal to the jndus:
Restriction, it is stated, has been in full &
for only two years: the herring fleet bas t
cut down to less than half, and the Her—
Industry Board now aims at 650 boats
Britain, contrasted with 1,698 before the
a loss of 1,048 boats averaging 10 of a c.
—a total of 10,000 fishermen. 3
fishermen are entering an industry w:-
holds out no prospect of a living, and the
ook is ultimately almost complete oblitera::
of the seafaring population of the Sce
coast with the white fishing showing a sir:
terdency.

Dealing with remedial measures, the mer—
randum states that the geographical distrm
tion of the industrial population connec.
with the fishing industry was best as it sz
befere the War, and only by restoratior
the herring industry on its pre-War lines
it be hoped to correct the post-War tenden:

It is suggested that the Herring In
Board might become the marketing a
as on the Continent, or curers might
to the Board at a percentage of profit, or
marketing agency might guarantee 1o take
unsold stocks of cured herring. The res
of unsold stocks of cured herrings taken
would be disposed of to Russia as “ Gov
ment surplus herrings ” at the most ac
tageous price Russta could afford to pay.

Referring to the cost of coal, the me—
randum proposes that the Govemmenl
sider investing the new White Fish Commis.
with capital and power to acquire and -

a number of coalmines situated at ac-
tageous points along the coast from wh
could -distribute and supply at a
above cost price the millions of tons
would be required by an expanding instet
a dwindling fishinz fleet.
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THERE’ s a world of difference between old ideas of radio reproduction
and the brilliant new standards achieved by the G.E.C. Just switchona
G.E.C. set, and you hear for the first time all those subtle lights and
shades which bring programmes to life. How is it done? By constant
research, backed up by the long experience of the G.E.C., the largest
British manufacturers of everything electrical in the Empire.

There is a big range of models—send the coupon below for
full details of all of them. There is only room here to describe
one—the A.C. All-wave Super 6. This set has remarkable purity of
tone— a range that is world-wide—a new simplicity of control—a
cabinet of distinctive teauty. You must hear it at your dealer’s, or
in your home. It will give you a totally new idea of how much radio
entertainment you can get for only 14 guineas.
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AC. ALL-WAVE SUPER 6

A powerful
6-valve Superhet Receiver

SOME OF ITS SPECIAL FEATURES

Presclector H.F. stage for consistent long-distance
entertainment @ Chromoscopic dial for ease of con-
trol » Tuneray indicatorfor precise tuning e Rota-
vernier micro-tuning and automatic two-speed tuning
for accurate station location e Three wavebands in-
cluding short waves ® ‘Anti-fading Automatic Yolume
Control circuit ® Quiet background reception with
power line noise shicld ® Powerful dynamic speaker and
balanced quality control for perfect reproduction ¢
Connections for gramophone pick-up and extension,
speaker ® Handsome Walnut Cabinet ¢ Made in

 14ess

12 o 18 months Hire Purchase

Complete with
OSRAM yalves
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Tocal authoritgs sent in their schemes, and.the
Government “knew how many of these
appliances wot.i be required. With regard to
evacuation, he Joubted whether it would be
practicable te i:move large sections of the
population a ong distance off in anticipation
of an air raid or the outbreak of war.
But local schemes would be worked out in
collaboration b ween one Jocal authority and
another to provide against those cases where
the worst effecis might be expected.  The
Government Wcre paying particular attention
to the problem of schools. The Scottish
Office and the Board of Education hoped
shortly to issue a joint memorandum to educa-
tion authorities concerning the desirability of
preparing to close certain schools in particu-
farly dangerous spots in war time and making
provision for the children being sent else-
where, and providing for other precautions in
other schools.

Many local cuthorities, some openly, some
secretly, were congratulating themselves on the
terms they had received from the Government.
Everyone was ugreed that the Bill was neces-
sary, and he fel confident that there would be
no delay on the part of the loeal anthorities,
as there certainly wouid be none on the part
of the Government in carrying out a measure
which they hoped they would never have to
apply, but which must be undertaken for the
safety of the people.

Mr. CHURCHILL said that Mr. Wedder-
burn had made a speech in which there were
some statemen's of great honesty and candour.
He hoped to refer to them when the debate was
continued. to-morrow.

The debate was adjourned.

The Money Resolutions in connexion with
the Blind Persons Bill and the National Health
Insurance (Juvenile Contributors and Young
Persons) Bill were agreed to on report.

LOCATION OF INDUSTRY

BOARD OF TRADE EVIDENCE
CRITICIZED

On the motion for the adjournment,

Mr. LAWSON (Chester-le-Street, Lab.) said
he wished to draw aitention to the nature of
the evidence given on behalf of the Board of
Trade before the Royal Commission on the
location of industry. A few days ago he
pointed out that that evidence was definitely
weighted against any interference with the
present system and in the direciion of the
maintenance of things as they were. He
gathered from an answer of the President of
The Board of Trade that that right hon. gentle-
man did not question that interpretation of
the evidence given and said that it simply
related to the economic aspects of the problem
as distinct from any social and strategical
consideration. .

The outstanding thing was that the Board of
Trade had got in first with its evidence and
thrown its weight, as though it were speaking
for the whole of the Government against any
interference whatever with the present state of
things. The summaries of the evidence in the
newspapers had been like 2 cold douche.
Indeed, The Times, a newspaper usually re-
garded as fairly friendly to the Government,
gave expression in a leading article to the
following remarkable statement:—

1t is profoundiy 10 de hoped that the Board of Trade
was speaking for_itself alone and not representing the
attitude of the Government in the evidence which it
gave on Wedncsday 1o the Royal Commission. That
evidence has tecn read with astonishment and un-
easiness, 2 mid-Victorian voice the Board pro-
Pounded the moliey of do-nothing, which is not only
outmoded but is utterly unsuited to the present day.

He (Mr. Lzwson) submitted that the Com-
mission would get the same impression from
the evidence 2s the country had done that it
was the point of view of the Government.
The right hon. gentleman had said the other
Departments would give evidence regarding the
social and strazegical side, but it was the Board
of Trade’s evidence only that would give
definite guidance to the Commission on the
attitude of the Government.

The Government which had set up the
Commission had torpedoed the Commission
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quoted one bparagraph, was o very massive
document, It began with a hisorical survey
of the reasons why the major industries were
Jocated in particular places and went on to
discuss the effect on the recent trend of the
Jocation of industry, and tried by means of
whatever figures were in possession of the
Board to attribute some reason to the par-
ticular location of new industries.

In the last paragraph the Memorandum
tried to arrive at some conclusion from that
evidence. 1t was that. so far as there had been
any conscious Jocation of industry, businesses
had not gone to particular places for purely
accidental causes. That choice had been deter-

mined almost entirely by business motives, |.

and the site had been selecled which appeared
to provide the greatest advantage for a
particular enterprise. In putting forward the,
eviderce he ltad donc no more than his duty.

The House stood adjourned at half-past
11 o'clock.

PARLIAMENTARY NOTICES
HOUSE OF LORDS

. AT 418
Expiring Laws Continuance Bill and Quail Protection
Bill, sccond readings.
Merchant  Shipping
Bill, third reading.
HOUSE OF COMMONS
AT 245

(Superannuation  Contributions)

Air Raid Precautions REill, continsation of sccond
reading and money resolution (Commitee).
AT

Further consideration of National Health _TInsurance
(luvenile Contributors-and Young Persons) Bill: Blind
Persons Bill ; Supreme Court of Judicature {Amendment)

il
Housing {(Agricullural _Population} (Scotland) Bill,
money resolution (Committee).

COMMITTEE .
House oF Lorps.—Special Orders Commitiee : Teign.
Minchead

Room, at 3.30.
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LORD LLOYD AND BRITISH
PROPAGANDA

The necessity for British propaganda to
combat the propaganda of totalitarian States
was emphasized by LORD Lroyp at a dinner
of the Manchester Geographical Society last
night, Propaganda, he said, was not a very
popular word in England, but the force of
propaganda put forward by totalitarian States
had made it essential that the British point of
view, British culture, British ideals—in fact, ali
that  Great Britain stood for in world
democracy, as against dictatorship, should be
made manifest. Every British child living
abroad should, so far as was possible, be
educated in his own ideals, his own language,
and, so far as was possible, in British
surronnding:

CONSERVATIVE EDUCATION

A conference to be held at the Caxton Hall,
Westminster, to-morrow afternoon has been
organized by the Conservative Ccn}ral Educa-
tion Committee with a view to considering how
1o extend the potlitical education campaign of
the Conservative Party, The subjects chosen
for discussion are, contact with other educa-
tional organizations, the us¢ of a text-book on
conservatism, and the provision of specialized
teaching for selected students. Mr. R. A
Butler, M.P., chairman of the Committee, is
1o preside, and Dr. Cyril Norwood will speak.

ot A

DUNDEE HONOUR FOR
MR. CHAMBERLAIN
At a meeting of the Lord Provost's Com-
mittee of Dundee Town Council last night it
was unanimously decided, on the motion of
Treasurer Caldwell, that the freedom of the
city should be offered to Mr. Chamberlain, the

| Prime Minister

RECEIVING STOLEN POSTAGE
STAMPS

MaTHEW LEVY, 34, commercial traveller, of
Cambridge Road, Batiersea, S.W.. was sen-
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Photo: Lym Acett
(Py) Led, Durban

inler Cruise by

Sailing from Southampton, visiting
Sfax, Port Said, Port Tewfik, Aden,
Seychelles Islands, Madagascar,
Durban,
Helena, Sierra Leone and Las Palmas.
Write for fully descriptive booklets.

Mauritus, Capetown, St

JANUARY 22
58 days, from 120 ons.

ROYAL MAIL

ROYAL MAIL LINES, LTD. America House, Cockspur Street, S.W.1. (Whitehail
9646). Royal Mail House, Leadenhal Street, E.C.3. (Mansion House 0522) and at
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