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THE HIGH GROUND

It is certainly difficult to alter perceptions that have been
deeply engrained through decades of clever media manipulation.
For instance the foreign volunteers of the Waffen-SS are still
Seen as some sort of malign traitors, while their counterparts
who may have provided service to the “Allies” continue to be
regarded as patriots of a high order. This is the simplistic view
that is still propagated by the “establishment” tools whenever
possible. However a little keener analysis is needed and it is
something we have tried to provide with regularity in the
pages of Siegrunen.

The concoction of the word “Allies” in the first place was a
little propaganda coup by the press-masters. It provides a nice
positive image of a somewhat sordid reality. Who really was
a part of the “Allied” camp? It was somewhat of a mythical
concept drawing its strength from the combined influences of
the United States and Britain along with their imperialist con-
quests and colonies. Other European nations were included in
the term, although their primary contributions to the “Allied”
side were motley collections of international terrorists and
criminals and some puppet forces culled from the merchant
marine and assorted overseas communities. The Soviets and
Titoists never quite qualified in the press definition of “Allies,”
although they received the lion’s share of free assistance from
the two main partners in this alliance.

Just how legitimate were the “continental” European
“Allied” elements? Not very if the truth be known. In the
first place their countries of origin had all signed peace accords
with Germany, thus rendering them non-combatant. Unfor-
tunately many of the cowardly government officials from
these countries had fled abroad with as much of their national
treasuries as they could get their hands on, thus forcing the
Germans to impose some sort of governing authority on some
of the surrendered countries. In all instances, local officials
were utilized wherever possible in the infrastructure of the
rebuilt civil administrations.

In every case the proper and legal governing administrations
of each European couniry gave their sanction or approval to
the recruiting and service of volunteers from their nations in
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the Waffern-SS! And this includes countries like Denmark and
Vichy France where ‘“‘democratic” governments remained
intact throughout much of the war. The dregs and odds-and-
ends recruited as part of the ‘“Allied” forces had no legal
sanction whatsoever and in fact usually violated a wide range
of international laws and agreements when they were employed
in “action.”

The “Allies” in effect created true international terrorism,
by aiding and abetting assorted Marxist and other leftist ele-
ments, along with organized criminal elements (Remember the
“Mafia” fought on the “Allied” side as well!), and other dis-
gruntled types and helping them conduct an immoral war of
sabotage and murder. The so-called “vegistance” forces were
artificial and totally illegal entities that operated sans any
scruples or morals. While misguided idealism was certainly a
large part of the motivation for some “yesistance’’ members, it
was the old-time, corrupt politicians and outright criminals
who cynically ran the show and reaped the benefits. When
Europe was “liberated” by the “Allies™ the terrorist murderers
and criminals swiftly seized power in each country, without the
benefit of the “democratic processes’ that they were supposed-
ly fighting for. Afterwards, once they had full control, the
terrorists were able to manipulate a “democratic”-type system
to keep them and the old plutocrat-Bolshevik coalition firmly
in power.

So what happened to the legally recruited Waffen-SS veterans
when the “underworld” swept to the top in their homelands?
Why all of the lawsand decrees that had earlier authorized their
services were swept away in a frenzy of ex post facto “Justice”!
As a result it became possible to-declare the Waffen-SS vets
“traitors,” and simply removed them from the realm of human
society. Thus they could be thrown into the most vile sort
of concentration camps imaginable, forced into slave labor,
stripped of all civil rights, murdered, imprisoned or deported.
This despite the fact that they had comported themselves with
magnificent courage and steadfasteness in a struggle against the
true enemies of civilization, By virtue of ending up on the losing
side they were made to pay a price that we can barely conceive
of today. The malicious brutality of the “‘democrats” who
were placed in control of the European states was almost
unprecedented.

What was the legacy of these “Allies”? Well it is certainly
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guite clear. The very veneer of civilization i ishi i
in al_l of their countries as near total g:&cllse:?: ls?;ﬁerag;gh;
and 11]egal_ immigration have become all pervasive,. To to;’) it O%f
we are still plagued by the offspring of the old international
terrorism that the “Allies” first bestowed en masse upon the
w.orld. Of course the descendants of the “Allies” are now quite
disturbed by “terrorism,” displaying the hypocrisy of their
own thought processes. Such actions can only be condoned
thetn thes{) serve one’s own purposes!

can be stated unequivocally that the internati i
of the Waffen-SS never contributed to the aigxc;;lilr:l?ltglez

terrorism. Quite the contrary. Throu ir bri
C . ghout their brief t
service they clearly held the high ground! enure of
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WARNING!

All readers of this publication and W i
particular should beware of the following irflgifx?ir(lifflzvemrans "
Mark C. Yerger
846 Pleasure Road
‘ Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17601
After using his guise of a self-styled “historian’ to obtain
_the confldenpe of many people, (myself and many veterans
included), this person began providing aid and assistance to the
government ‘Nazi Hunters” in the OSI and FBI. He totally

?et;ayed my trust and I absolutely repudiate him and his
actics.
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CONSTRAST IN PERSPECTIVE!

The following report along with a photo of SS-Obergruppen-
fuehrer Theodor Eicke appeared in the ‘“Bulletin” of the
veterans of the SS “Totenkopf’” Division. We think it deserves
reprinting here:

TOTENKOPF MELDER
February 1978
HE WAS OURS!

Thirty-five years ago on 26 February 1943, the first com-
mander of our division, §3-Obergruppenfuehrer Theodor Eicke,
died a hero’s death. His spirit, stature and his personality
lived on in the deeds and chronicles of his old “Deathsheaders,”
and in the regiment that bore his name for all those in the
division; (a division) which he had built up from the most
modest beginnings.

His name is synonomous with the deeds of the division and
is linked to the name of the Demyansk Fortress.

Now read the comments of selfsstyled “historian” Mark C.
Yerger concerning Obruf, Eicke and indeed all of the surviving
soldiers of the SS-“T” Division who still hold him in very high
esteem:

February 1989: “If voumentality finds Eicke ipositive
individual you are not sane in the historical sense.

No further comment is necessary!

SS-STURMBANN “N” (NUREMBERG) 1936-1939

SS-Sturmbann “N” was a unique formation of the pre-war
armed SS due to the fact that it was possibly the only SS unit
formed strictly with ceremonial duties in mind. Of course it
would also be fully equpped and trained for combat but that
was secondary to its primary mission which was to provide dress
contingents for N.S. Party functions in and around Nuremberg,
particularly for the massive annual Party Day rallies.

The core personnel for SS-Sturmbann “N” were assembled
at the Prittlbach Training Camp in August/September 1936
following the relocation of II1./SS-Standarte ‘“Deutschland”
from Prittlbach to the regimental barracks at Munich-Freimann.
The officers and NCOs for the new detachment came principal-
ly from the “Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler” and the SS-Stan-
darte “Deutschland.” On 1 October 1936, SS-Sturmbann “N”
was officially established. The unit was to be organized as a
horse-drawn infantry battalion consisting of the following
initial components:

Staff

Signals Platoon

1. Company (Rifle)

2. Company (Rifle)

3. Company (Rifle)

4. Company (Machine-gun)
Battalion Transport Company

The letter “N*’ designation for the Sturmbann stood for the
city of Nuremberg where the unit was to serve as city’s special
SS guard detachment. New barracks were constructed for the
battalion in Nuremberg, but until their completion the Sturm-
bann was assigned to the Prittlbach Training Camp. As things
turned out, SS-Sturmbann “N” never actually moved into its
new barracks.

SS-“N”" was an independent battalion, directly subordinated
to the SS-Verfuegungstruppe Inspectorate in Berlin. Day-to-day
duties and formation activities were supervised through the SS
Command District VII Munich and by SS-Standartenfuehrer
Felix Steiner’s “Deutchland” SS Regiment. The commander
of SS-“N”” was SS-Obersturmbannfuehrer Ernst Deutsch, later
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Extremely rare photo of the 8S-“N” collarpatch.a‘ctually be'mg Wonlq.. 1;1‘11;:
photo ShE)\VS three SS men at a convalescent facility engagefl mhpo ls'ddle
and maintaining some of their accouterments: The man ind ;r‘mdert-
wears the “N” collarpatch. On the leftisa soldierfrom fgxe 10t’}} AL%"xt R
schaft of 1.88-Totenkopf Stardarte “Oberbayern” (or Obby’ as i

. 1
referred to by its members!). Photo courtesy D.S.

to serve as a regimental commander in the 7th SS Mountain
Division “Prinz Eugene.” As of 1 October 1936, the nuc_leuil o(f1
the battalion was intact but only 2nd and 4th Companies ha
enough recruits to attain full strength. By the end of the year,
the battalion as a whole was still about 40% short of reaching
i ser objectives. )
lts’glaenfr%\ggz of]-SS“‘N” spent most of 1937 engaged in military
exercises and weapons training, although hopc?r' gua‘rds‘ were
sent to the Party Day festivities and to greef visiting dignitaries
to Nuremberg. During the course of the year, the Sturmbann
was fully outfitted with modern weaponry and equipment
along with horses and motorized vehicles. On 12 Marc}} 1938,
the soldiers of SS-“N’" were distributed between the Qn‘fer;m;
units of the SS-Standarte “Deutschland” to help br}ngé‘tf a
regiment up to battle strength fqr the march mtc; Austria. £ te;
returning from Austria, the “comm'andeer.ed tro%psb v:;arl
returned to SS-Sturmbann «\ ” Also, in April 1938, the battal-
ion was reinforced by some new volunteers from Austria. :

On 2 October 1938, §S-*N”’ was mobxhzed f(?t the a ‘vangle
into the Czech-occupied Sudentenland.' At this time the oatt1 -
jon was subordinated to an Army artillery detachment under

SS-STURMBANN “N” 9

the orders of VII Army Corps. SS-“N” was given the task of
occupying the Neuern/Nyrsko area and securing the demarca-
tion line. On 1 November 1938, SS-Sturmbann “N’’ was redesig-
nated a Kradschuetzen (motorcycle) Battalion and was removed
from the supervisory jurisdiction of SS-Standarte ‘‘Deutsch-
land.” It was then placed at the disposal of the new 8S *“Special
Use” Regiment being formed under the direction of SS-Stan-
dartenfuehrer Walter Krueger.

SS-Sturmbann “N’’s first three rifle companies were now
supposed to be transformed into motocycle companies, with
the 4th Machine-Gun Company being upgraded into a broader
“Heavy Weapons” company. Reconnaissance, mortar and anti-
tank platoons were also supposed to have been added to the
battalion’s table of organization. But how much of this actually
transpired is open to question. Before much of the planned
transformation had gotten underway, $S8-“N” was utilized for
the crossing into Bohemia-Moravia in March 1939, and at that
time it-was still under its old infantry battalion designation.

With the clouds of war clearly gathering on the horizon if
was apparent that the future for purely “ceremonial” units

Members of SS-Sturmbann “N' in parade dress to greet the leader of
Hungary, Admiral Horty, in Nuremberg, circa 1938.
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2nd Company/SS-“N" in field training uniforms. This ?Iatoon is bt;:ngaic:
by SS-Untersturmfuehrer Christian Tychsen on“the lett.. ;{f lea‘te.r'orelc
the commander of SS Panzer Regiment 2/of the “Das Reic ivision.

would be somewhat dim, so.on 10 July 1939 SS-Sturr:}llbarIlIn
“N" was disbanded and its troops were t.ised to form the aj:
Abteilung of the SS-VT Anti-tank qumamon (not qt}x:te a rlz,:ls
ment, but more than a battalion). Thxsﬁlatfrv:b’ecgme't e nudc ous
of SS-Panzerjaeger Abteilung of the“bS- V ‘ D’l’wspr}.an Lo
SS-Panzerjaeger Abteilung 2 of the “Das Rezch Dwfi?,?' e
traditions and battalion colors from SS-Sturmbann “N” we

carried over into these units.

Unit Insignia: The soldiers of SS-Sturmbann “N” were issuiiiI a‘ :m&\ixs
collarpatch bearing the SS runes along with the gothic letter “N.”" A p

; A
black cuffband, outlined in silver thread was also issued to the battalion.

THE STRANGE CASE
OF UNTERSTURMFUEHRER F .R.

Untersturmfuehrer F R, joined the Waffen-SS in April 1940,
Born in the Austrian Steiermark, he had an extensive record as

he became the town Party leader and Mayor, positions which
he held until enlisting in the Waffen-SS in 1940.

F.R. had had an exemplary career and he continued it
during his service in the Waffen-SS. At the beginning of the
Russian Campaign he was on duty with the SS “Wiking” Divi-
sion and participated in all of its early combat missions with

East Front Medal and the Wound Badge in Black. In August
1942 he was transferred to the newly forming 7th SS Mountain
Division “Prinz Eugen” in the Balkans,

On 9 November 1943, the unthinkable happened. A radio

message from the Waffen-SS Main Office to the “Prinz Eugen”

Grade “Mischling” (ie. two generations removed from the
source of the alien presence in his bloodline). While 2nd Grade
Mischlings had been permitted to serve in the German Army
they were certainly not allowed in the Waffen-SS officers’
corps. German Waffen-SS officers were supposed to be “elite”
in all aspects of their being and that included their genetic
bloodlines, which had to be purely Aryan/Germanic for a
traceable period of time dating back to at least the mid-18th
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he now unemployed
t rate, that was of no solape to t (
foﬁnef n[};stuf. F.R. who was certainly upsEt byt'the é:ﬁi:itzf
i to the acting
ts. He chose to present }ps case t
Z‘tzenhis native Steiermark region, SS-Oberfugrer Dr:t}"l‘ohk;iis
Protschy, who appears to have been agq.ufnnt‘ed with Or;
probably’ due to their pre-war NSDAP activities in Austzlla.t on
5 February 1944, Oberfhr. Dr. Portsch}_f sent a peﬁox;)e tele-
gram to Reichstuehrer-SS Himmler. urging that }; -d ¢ e
stated in the Waffen-SS on the basis of his record an e o
the fact that 2nd Grade Mischlings were permitted to serv
Wehrmacht. _ )
theI-iin*maler replied through his staff officer, SS-Obizztutﬁzt
bannfuehrer Brandt on 14 February 119.4\4. Itf vgass I?SCEuf iha
i n o - . F.R.
there was no alternative to the expulsio ' St ut. o
i / hsfuehrer, “without he
from the Waffen-SS, but the Reic , 2
i i d should be allowe
” determined that F.R. copld an . s £
?e?’?é in the “Prinz Eugen” Division with his old rancii of D;}emr;e
sturmfuehrer. The only proviso zivas Stgat F(.iRL;S:Jc())\illy rzg:; -
Waffen-Untersturmfuehrer der SS, an :
gsesziignation. This indicated that hs weés (%)uo;f}ex?ic;téfﬁgn;éxg
i a full- T
ancestory and (2) not to be consi ere e
V hat he enjoye
of the Waffen-SS. But other than ¢ e
ivi SS men. So the ending
same privileges accqrded Gerrri,an R~
“Strange Case of Ustuf. F.R.” was more : by com
o rerifi family members
ise. It had been verified from otl'.le.r v .
%rs(z?flseF.R. was not aware of the origins of his g;andf‘z;t};e;t.
What'happened in the mont}};s. an% years Ig?ﬂ;()olnogl 1which
} m; but the fate of the “Prinz Eugen \
gélaﬁgziitjstuf. F.R. continued to serve was a_nythlmg ht:;:es
happy one with a majority of its members' being fs alllusgu ed
in post-war captivity by Tito’s Rted ‘Ej,andlts w’xth the fu pp
and knowledge of the other *‘Allied” powers!

COMMAND ROSTER
OF THE 14. WAFFEN.GRENADIER DIVISION DER Ss
(“GALIZIEN”/UKRAINE NR. 1)

At the time of the original publication of the book Fighting
for Freedom: The Ukrainian Volunteer Division of the Waffen-
SS there was simply not enough information readily available
to compile a decent command roster for the Division. This has
now been rectified largely due to the publication in recent
years of Dienstaltersliste of the Waffen-SS (i.e. officer duty

rosters). So this is an effort to list the unit commanders (where
known) who served with the 14th SS Division.

German Unit Commanders
Divisional Commanders

SS-Gruppenfuehrer Walter Schimana (photo) (born 12 March
1898/died 1948), SS-Nr. 337,753/Party Nr. 49,042, In com-
mand: July-August 1943, SS-Brigadefuehrer Fritz Freitag (born
28 April 1894/died May 1944), SS.Nr. 393,266/Party Nr.
3,052,501, Holder of the Knight’s Cross, both grades of the

d and the Wound Badge
in Silver and Gold. In command: August 1943-April 1945,

Staff Officers

1st General Staff Office (1a) Wolf-Dietrich Heike. Position
held from July 1943 to May 1945,

SS-Sturmbannfuehrer Heinz Berendt (born 20 July 1904).
SS Nr. 243,666. No other information known,
SS-Sturmbannfuehrer Johann Burkhart (born 18 August

1901). SS-Nr. 1704. MIA in the battle of Brody, July-August
1944.

SS-Sturmbannfuehrer Otto Sulzbach
SS-Nr. 1,364/Party Nr. 61,317. Divisio
(Support services and repairs).

SS-Obersturmbannfuehrer Dr. Max Spech (born 8 November

1898), SS-Nr. 118,403/Party Nr. 2,725,210. Chief Divisional
Medical Officer/Divisional Surgeon.

{born 18 May 1909),
n Maintenance Officer
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SS-Sturmbannfuehrer Dr. Gerhard Stridde (born 26 Decem-
ber 1893), SS-Nr. 187,591/Party Nr. 4,206,368. Medical
officer.

SS-Sturmbannfuehrer Dr. Helmut Schmitt (born 19 May
1910), SS-Nr. 28,967/Party Nr. 661,338, Medical officer,
holder of the Iron Cross, 2nd Class. Formerly Medical officer
with an SS Combat Engineer School.

Commander SS Training and Replacement Regiment 14

SS-Obersturmfuehrer Carl Marks (also spelled Marx in some
sources), (born 17 September 1903), SS-Nr. 257,785/Party
Nr. 3,601,899. Holder of the Iron Cross, 1st Class, awarded in
the field. Formerly the first commander of the 24th Waffen-
Gebirgs (Karstjaeger) Division der SS.

SS-Obersturmbannfuehrer Johannes Georgi (born 17 August
1912), SS-Nr. 236,323/Not a Party member. Transferred to
command SS Training and Replacement Bn. 35.

Waffen-Grenadier-Regiment der SS 29

Commanders: SS-Standartenfuehrer Friedrich Dern (born 5
March 1896), SS-Nr. 38,707/Party Nr. 1,202,729. Holder of
both classes of the Iron Cross. Later permanent commander
WGRASS 30.

SS-Obersturmbannfuehrer Hans Forstreuter (born 11 Sep-
tember 1911), SS-Nr. 422, 180/Party Nr. 3,777,324, Holder of
the German Cross in'Gold and the Iron Cross, 1st Class. Regi-
mental commanderafter the battle of Brody.

L/WGRdSS 29 Commander: SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Bryguider.
SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Heinz Kurzback (see L.WGR 31).
II./WGRdSS 29 Commander: SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Wilhelm
Allerkamp (born 21 September 1913), SS-Nr. 367,155, Party
Nr. not known. Missing-in-action after the battle of Brody,
August 1944,

[IL/WGRdSS 29 Commander: SS-Obersturmbannfuehrer Karl
Wildner (transferred into the Division from the Slovak Army).

WAFFEN-GRENADIER-REGIMENT DER SS 30

Commander: SS-Standartenfuehrer Friedrich Dern (see above).
In command of the reformed WGRASS 80 after the battle of
Brody. Battalion commanders are not known.

COMMAND ROSTER OF UKRAINE NR. 1 15

SS-Gruppenfuehrer Walter Sc

-G himana, first commander of the 14th SS
Division.

WAF FEN.GRENADIER-REGIMENT DER S8 31

Commanders: SS-Obersturmbannfuehrer Paul Herms (born 29
September 1903), SS-Nr. 129,135/Party Nr. 5,274,317, Holder
of the Iron Cross, 1st Calss, Killed in action in the battle of
Brody. SS-Standartenfuchrer Rudolf Pannier (born 10 July
;897), SS-Nr. 465,891/Not a Party member. Former officer
in the SS-Polizei Division and commander of the SS-Sturm-
Jaeger Regiment “Bobruisk.” Holder of both classes of the Iron
Cross and the Knight’s Cross. Took charge of WGRASS 31 after
the battle of Brody and led it until the end of the war,
L/WGRdSS 31 Commander: SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Heinz
Kurzbach (born 2 April 1918), SS-Nr. 422,150/Party Nr.
unknown. Former commander of I/WGRdSS 29.

I./WGRdSS 31 Commander: SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Friedrich

Wittenmayer (born 19 April 1914). SS-Nr. 422,184/Party Nr.
unknown,
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WAFFEN-ARTILLERIE-REGIMENT DER SS 14

iedri f {born
Commander: SS-Standartenfuehrer Fnefirlch Beyersdorf
9 August 1892), SS-Nr. 405,320/Party Nr. 1,738,054. Holder of
both classes of the Iron Cross and the WWI Clasp to the Iron
Cross, 1st Class. c dor: Unk
IL.Waf Art.Rgt.d.SS 14 Commander: Unknown.
II./Waf.Art.%igt.d.SS 14 Commander: SS-Sturmbannfuehrer
Alfred Schuetzenhofer (born 16 July 1898), SS-Nr. 58,053{
Party Nr. 1,451,051. Holder of Iron Cross, 1st Class and WV
Clasp to the Iron Cross, 1st Class. MIA at the battle of Brody,

1944,

?I)Iréf\n;?z;.AIt.Rgt.d.SS 14 Commanders: SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer
Hans Wagner (born 5 August 1916), SS-Nr. 422,126/Party Nr.
unknown. Killed-in-action on 9 July 1944. SS-Haup,_tsturm-
fuehrer Guenter Sparsam (born 27 May }916), SS:Nr. 351,371/
Party Nr. unknown. No further information.
Iér./‘}:Vaf%Art.Rgt.d.SS 14 Commander: WaﬁfenSturmbann-
fuehrer Mykola Palienko (Ukrainian), KIA in the battle of
Brody.

COMMANDER DIVISIONAL SUPPLY TROOPS

SS-Obersturmbannfuehrer Franz Magill (born 22 August 1900).
SS-Nr. 132,620/Party Nr. 4,137,171. Holder of the Iron Cross,
2nd Class.

WAFFEN-PIONIER-BATAILLON DER SS 14 (Engineers)

' born 9
Commanders: SS-Sturmbannfuehrer qosef Remberger (
June 1903), SS-Nr. 267,977/Party Nr. 1,929,332, Holde_r of
the Iron C’ross, 1st Class. SS-Hauptsturmfueh_rer Karl B.rlstot
(born 12 September 1915), SS-Nr. 202,908. No further infor-
mation available.

WAFFEN-FUSILIER-ABTEILUNG DER SS 14
(Reconnaissance)

Commanders: SS-Sturmbannfuehrer Sepp Syr (born 18 October
1903), SS-Nr. 283,029/ not a Party member. Holder. of the
Iron Cross, 1st Class. Later a recce detiachmsnt and regiment:;l
commander in both 23rd WGDASS “Kama” and 31st SS Vol.

B et e b

COMMAND ROSTER OF UKRAINE NR. 1 17

Div. (“Batschka”). Waffen-Sturmbannfuehrer Pobihushchyi
(Ukrainian).

WAFFEN-NACHRICHTEN-ABTEILUNG DER SS 14
(Signals)

Commander: SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Wolfgang Wuttig (born

22 October 1915), SS-Nr. 423,132. MIA in the battle of Brody,
summer 1944,

WAFFEN-PANZERJAEGER-ABTEILUNG DER SS 14
(Anti-tank)

Commander: SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Hermann Kaschner (born

7 November 1914), SS-Nr. 317,675. No further information
available!

WAFFEN-FELDERSATZ-BATAILLON DER SS 14
(Field Replacement)

Commander: SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Johannes Kleinow (born

10 February 1901), SS-Nr. 28,740. No further information
available.

Ukrainian Unit Commanders

Divisional Commanders: (as 1st Ukrainian Division), Gen. M.
Krat (late April-early May 1945).

Battalion Commanders: Waffen-Hauptsturmfuehrer Kuchta,
Waffen-Hauptsturmfuehrer Padlesch (both KIA in Austria,
April 1945).

IV./Waf Art.Rgt.14 Commander: Waffen-Sturmbannfuehrer
Mykola Palienko (KIA).

Watfen-Fusilier-Abteilung der SS 14 Commander:
Waffen-Stubaf. Pobihushchyi.

Divisional Maintenance and Repair Company Commander:
Waffen-Hstuf. Leopid Martyniuk.

Ukrainian Staff Officers:
Waffen-Hstuf. Palijiw (Liaison) KIA at Brody.
Waffen-Hstuf, Wrublenski (Liaison).

Waffen-Ostuf. Yurij-Tys Krokhmaliuk (assistant to the Ukrai-
nian Liaison Officer).
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Warfen-Hstuf. Honcharenko (position unspecified).

Chaplain, WGR29: Waffen-Untersturmfuehrer Levynets
Company Commanders: 6/WGR 29 — Waffen-Obersturm-
fuehrer Witoshynsky,

7/WGR 29 — Waffen-Ostuf. Danylyshyn (KIA at Brody).
Waffen-Hstuf. P. Svlenko

Waffen-Hstuf. Dmyiro Ferkuniak

Waffen-Ostuf. Lishchynskyi

HUNGARIAN WAFFEN-SS C OMMANDERS

The following article contains a listing of some of the more
prominent Hungarian Waffen-SS commanders along with
further details about their careers were known. Biographies
of the Hungarian SS generals appeared in Hungarian Volunteers
of the Waffen-SS (henceforth referred to as Hungarian Volun-

Addenda — German Unit Commanders teers) by Richard Landweh.

WAFFEN-FLAK-ABTEILUNG DER SS 14

Commander: SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Serge von IY{uester (born
12 December 1836), SS-Nr. 314,013/Party Nr. unknown,
MIA at Brody, summer 1944,

Command List

SS-Obergruppenfuehrer Ferenc Fekethalmy-Czevdner (Franz
Zeidner).

Commander Waffen-Armee der SS “Ungarn,” (details in
Hungarign Volunteers).

SS-Obergruppenfuehrer Jeno Ruszkey (Eugen Ranzen-
berger). Commander XVII Waffen-Armee Korps der SS
(“Ungarn™), (details in Hungaorian Volunteers).

Waffen-Generalleutnant der SS Josef Grassy. Commander of
the 25, Waffen-Grenadier Division der SS “Hunyadi” along
with later the 286. Watfen-Grenadier Division der SS “Hungaria,”
{details in Hungarign Volunteers).

Waffen-Oberfushrer der SS Zoltan von Pisky. Commander o
the 26. Waffen-Grenadier Division der S§ “Hungaria™; killed-
in-action.

Watfen-Standartenfuehrer der SS Lorant Bodolav v. Bodola,
Commander: Waffen-Grenadier Regiment der SS 62 {unvadi”
Division,

Watfen-Standartenfuehver der §S Dezso Megvar. Comman-
der: Waffen-Grenadier Regiment der SS 63, “Hunyadi™ Division.

Watfen-Standartenfuehrer der SS Jeno Temesvari v, Galgoe.
Commander: Warfen-Grenadier Regiment der SS 61/Hunyadi”
Divisicn.

Walfen-Standartenfushrer  Adalbert Peinlich  Edler von
Immenburg. Commander: Watfen-Grenadier Resiment der SS
v ; 62 “Hunyadi” Division and later Waffen-Alarm Regiment der
& - ‘ o ' SS “Unzarn.”

Rare shot of an 38 Securizy Service trooper in the field during an anti- Waffen-St;mdarzenfuehrer Odon (Edmund)
Dartisan operation.

Other command officer names will be added to this list as
they come to light!

Magyar., Com-
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mander: Waffen-Artillerie-Regiment der SS 25/"Hunyadi”
Division.

Waffen-Standartenfuehrer der SS Josef Vecsey. Commander:
Waffen-Ausbildungs und Ersatz Regiment der SS 25,“Hunyadi”
Division.

Waffen-Standartenfuehrer der SS Eugen Brenner. Comman-
der: Waffen-Artillerie Regiment der S8 26/“Hungaria” Division.

Waffen-Standartenfuehrer der SS Andor Podhradszky v.
Nemespodgragy. Commander: Waffen-Grenadier Regiment der
SS 64/“Hungaria” Division.

® Kk ok

HUNGARIAN WAFFEN.SS COMMANDERS

Laslo von Deak

Laslo von Deak was born in Eger, Hungary on 7 January
1891 and early in life decided on a career as a soldier. On
1 September 1912 he was commissioned a Leutnant (2nd Lt.)
in the Royal Honved Landwehr Infantry Regiment 19, station-
ed in Pecs (Fuenfkirchen). Von Deak served with this regiment
throughout World War I, being promoted to Oberleutnant
(1st Lt.) on 1 August 1914 and to Haputmann (Captain) on
1 November 1917. Among other decorations he received the
Military Service Cross and the Iron Cross III Class.

Once the Nolshevik government of post-war Hungary was
overthrown, von Deak resumed his Army career, becoming an
Oberstleutant (Lt Col.) on 1 May 1934 and an Oberst (Col.)
on 1 May 1939/ Records of his caresr are sketchy at best, but
he apparently took part in the Hungarian occupation of parts
of Slovakia and Yugcslavia. He also served with the 5th Honved
Army Corps during the sueccessful effort to eurb intrusions by
Tito’s Red terrorists into the Batschka region of southern Hun-
gary that had been annexed from Yugoslavia. Unfortunately in
the course of this campaizn which tock place in January 1942,
a number of pro-Tito civilians were also killed, but the com-
munist threat to the recion had been nullified. However all of
the higher Hungarian officers who participated in this action
were targeted by “Allied” intelligence for liquidation, pre-
ferably through their agents who operated within the Hun-

garlan government.
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Oberst von Deak left the Hungarian Armed Services in
September 1942 and for his long service he was decorated
with the Great Golden Medal with Crown. He had earlier
received both the Hungarian Officer’s and Knight’s Crosses.
In December 1943, at the request of the Western “Allies,”
Oberst Laslo von Deak was brought before a secret military
tribunal and accused of committing atrocities in the course
of a raid on a terrorist encampment in the vincinity of Ujvidek
(Neusatz or Novisad) in January 1942. He was condemned at
this procedure along with his superior officers, Generals Zeidner
and Grassy. Through the help of patriotic Hungarians, all three
of these men were able to flee to Germany in late January
1944,

But their troubles were far from over. Although the men
requested political sanctuary it was not automatically granted,
and von Deak and the others were locked up for a month by
the SS Security Service (SD). A thorough investigation into the
charges brought against the Hungarian officers was then con-
ducted and it was determined that all three had been the
victims of an “Allied” orchestrated frame-up. Their only crime
had been to crush the Red terrorists that the Western “Demo-
cracies” were backing to the hilt. As a result, von Deak and
the others were released from captivity in late February 1944,

On 1 March 1944, Laslo von Deak was offered a commission
in the Waffen-SS with the rank of Standartenfuehrer, which he
accepted. He also received a personal apology from Reichs-
fuehrer-SS Himmler for his detention. In July 1944, Waffen-
Staf. von Deak was assigned to the staff of the Warten-SS
commander-in-chief for Hungarv and he used his position to
recruit for the Waifen-SS from the ranks of Hunsarian Henved
Eastern Front veterans. By early autumn he had been able to
assemble and equip a force of about 1,000 former Hungarian
soldiers. It would appear that they may have been subordinated
to or intended for use with the 22nd §$ Cavalry Division
“Maria Theresia,” but they operated directly under the control
of the Watfen-SS C-in-C “Ungarn.”

In October 1944 this force was deploved for combat duty in
the Batschka region of southern Hungary under the title of SS-
Kampfyruppe “Deak.” A month later the battlesroup was
incorporated intact into the newly authorized 25. Waffen-
Crenadier Division der SS “Hunvadi” (Hungarian Nr. 1). SS-
KGr. “Deak” seems to have served as the nucleus for Warfen-Gr.
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Rgt.der SS 61 within the 25th Division and von Deak became
the first commander of this regiment. SS-KGr. “Deak” bore
a very close similarity to SS-KGr. “Ney,” which was also
recruited from Honved veterans and intended for incorporation
into the 22nd SS Division, but due to the isolation of that
formation in Budapest, it ended up fighting independently on
the Eastern Front in 1945,

Von Deak was promoted to Waffen-Oberfuehrer der SS
(Senior Col.) on 9 November 1944. When the Hungarian XVII.
SS Corps was authorized in early January 1945, Waf.Oberfhr,
von Deak was appointed its First General Staff Officer (la),
technically a *‘chief-of-staff” position. He simultaneously
served as la with the Inspectorate of the Hungarian Waffen-SS.
He was replaced as regimental commander of WGRASS 61 by
Waffen-Staf. Jeno Temesvari von Galgoc. Waf.-Oberfuehrer von
Deak’s ultimate fate is still not clear. There are three versions of
his final ending as fcllows: 1) He killed himself on or around
3 May 1945: 2) He was killed in captivity by the Americans;
3) He was executed in Budapest in 1946 by the communist-
backed Hungarian regime.

Waffen-Oberfuehrer der SS

Zoltan von Pisky

an von Pisky was born in Budupest on 11 November
He joined the Armv in 1912 and by 1 January 1914 was
g as a reserve officer candidate with the 101st Hungarian
afanty Reegiment {:i “Feldzeugmeister Freiherr Drath-
schmidt von Bruckheim™). He was made a Leutnant {2und Lt.)
cn 1 May 1915 and an Oberleutnant (1st Lt.) on 1 October

1915, Von P
mande

sky proved himsell to be a tough and able com-
r. At the battle against the Russians for Chyrow {Poland)
raged from 15 to 18 October 1914, he staved in the field
2 his troops despite being badly wounded and helped
enginver victories near Lubenske and Vilag. This later brought
m the award of the Hungarian Silver Medal for Bravery.
In the course of 1916 and 1917 he also received the Bronze
d Silver Military Service Medals. On 3 October 18917 he was
decorated with the Wartime Military Sexvice Medul, 3ed Class
wizh Swords for having accomplished two more combat feats.
He was first cited for leading a crossing of the Czeremosz River

:7
il
an
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under heavy enemy artillery fire on 29 July 1917 and then was
additionally cited for having led his company in a difficult but
successful attack on Komarestie Slobodzie on 2 October 1917,

On 3 October 1918, Oberleutnant von Pisky entered the
Red Cross Hospital at Korymca with a heart problem which
fortunately did not prove to be serious. After the war and the
break-up of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, he was able to
continue serving in the Hungarian Armed Forces. He slowly
worked his way up through the officer ranks and by 1934 was
serving as the military aviation adjutant (or aide) to the Hun-
garian Minister-President Gyula Gombos. In the first years of
World War II, von Pisky was back in the field as an Army
battalion commander with the rank of Oberstleutnant (Lt.
Col.).

Von Pisky received the rank of Oberst (Col.) on 29 Septem-
ber 1942 while serving as a regimental commander. In 1943
he was placed in charge of a brigade. At the beginning of
September 1944, Oberst von Pisky was in charge of the 67th
Frontier Jaeger Group in the threatened Siebenbuergen region,
In the course of heavy defensive street fighting in the town of
Marosvasarhely (Neumarkt), von Pisky was wounded in the
back. After recovering in December 1944, he was assigned by
the Hungarian Defense Minister Beregfy to take charge of the
26. Waffen-Grenadier Division der SS “Hungaria” (Hungarian
Nr. 2). On the same dav he took charge of the division, 23
December 1944, von Pisky was given the rank of Waffen.
Oberfuehrer der SS (Senior Colonel). At this time the division
was undergoing formation and training at the Neuhammer S8
Training Camp in Silesia.

In late January 1943, Waffen-Oberfuehrer von Pisky organ-
ized his combat ready trocps into a battlegroup to meet the
Soviet advance on Neuhammer. On 23 January 1943, von Pisky
led a portion of his staff on a horseback scouting missicn
towards Kalisch. The small force ran right into a Soviet armored
column near Jarotschin and was wiped out in a brief, bloody
clash. A few eyewitnesses survived to carry back the story of
von Pisky’s demise to the divisional HQ. However, since
his bodv was never locared and his death ever confirmed,
he was officially carried as an MIA for the remainder of the war.
Somewhat ironically, veon Pisky's division socn adopted the
name of his one-time “boss,” Gumbuos, as its title.

Warfen-Oberfuehrer der SS Zoltan ven Pisky's WWII decora-
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ian Knight’ German Iron
t included the Hungarian Knight’s Cross, the
Cl]?cnsss mfss aend 2nd Class, the German Eagle Order and the
italian Order Della Coronna.
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Waffen-Standartenfuehrer der SS

t Bodolay v. Bodola ' _
LOIr_;nranto lgodolay was born on 6 April 1896 in Kaschav

{Kassa), Hungary. He enlisted .in theLRiifn?;;?glar&?sv;?ggr
; 15 May 1915, becoming a Leutnan nt
\1¥9e§1€r5.0§ftear theywar he remained on duty with t}ng%l;%éI(ﬁI;
Armed Forces and eventually rose to the rank of ;raw ffoﬁ.
in 1944. On 18 Nobember 1944 he transferred into t eB ZO{W
SS and received the rank of Waffen-Stand\artfnfuehrPeIr‘. l'fh qs
succeeded Waft‘en-Standaxtenfuehrer_ ndmbgrt ‘em;:th qLS
commander of Waffen-Grenadier Regl.ment 62 of the 25th >
“Hunvadi” Division. His post-war fate is unknown.

Waifen-Standartenfuehrer der 55

e - ) '
Deﬁ:zséa}fgag-ar was born in Zombor, Hunga;y on Qéjsr;:}agl
1998. He became a Leuinant.in the Hungarlaz? Lan ,x.eae*d on
1 September 1916. Alter the war, Pezoso \Ia;x ar:rimaxgaL‘ uﬁ
officer in the Hungarian Army (Honved) becomfngjagi_l {pJe
mann {Captain) in 1927 and an Obgrst {Col)) H_lt.;fw:d ‘to(:k
sransterred into the Warfen-SS on 20 I\ovembfr 19: a;;rh '55
command of the Watfen-Grenadier Rgt._‘die‘SS 93 of die:r‘a!.b;pr
“Hunvadi” Division with the rank of Waffen-Standarteniuehre

der SS.

Wasifen-Standartenfuehrer
Jeno Temesvari v. Galgoc 4 i ' S
Jeno Temesvari was born in Tiszalue, Hungary on 17 -’1‘1;“:;
He wro in the tow o 1d was a membe
1894. He grew up in the town of Zemplen and tjabr' ;”ivo
‘ : 3370 t st -
of the Swiss Reformed Church. Temesvari entere L uerle : A;,L X
H i  on 10 September 1914 and served throughout
Hunzarian Army on 10 Septembe L 2 shout
World War [, becoming a Leutnant on 3 March 19;*03. Tfines‘itt
wis promoted to Oberleutnant on 18 August 1918, After th
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war, he continued to serve in the Hungarian Army, becoming a
“Colonel of the Infantry” on 1 October 1942. On 18 November
1944 he became a Waffen-Standartenfuehrer in the Waffen-SS
and assumed command of Waffen-Grenadier Regiment der SS
61 of the “Hunyadi” Division, when its commander, Waffen-
Oberfuehrer von Deak was transferred to the staff of XVII.
Waffen-Armee Korps der SS.

Waffen-Standartenfuerer Jeno Temesvari escaped deporta-
tion to Hungary after the war and eventually resettled in the
United States. He died on 4 March 1981, before the perfidious
agents of the OSI could get their hands on him!

Waffen-Standartenfuehrer
Adalbert Peinlich Edler von Immenburg

Adalbert Peinlich was born in Bratislava, Slovakia on 10
July 1897, the son of a government accountant. At the out-
break of World War I he joined the Austro-Hungarian Army,
becoming an acting cadet officer on 15 March 1915. By the
end of the war he had attained the rank of Oberleutnant with
the 39th Infantry Regiment and had been awarded the Silver
Medal for Bravery, 1st Class.

After the war, Peinlich seems to have served briefly in the
new Czechoslovakian Army before joining the forces of General
Baron von Lehar (the brother of world famous composer, Franz
Lehar), in western Hungary. In October 1921, Baron von
Lehar launched a coup attempt against the Hungarian govern-
ment in an attempt to place the King back on the Hungarian
throne. The pu:sch attempt failed, but the rebels, including
Adalbert Peinlich, were apparently not treated harshly.

Peinlich managed to continue to serve in the Hungarian
Army and gradually rose through the ranks, becoming a Colonel
in the Honved Motorized Infantry in 1943. On 20 November
1944 he joined the Waffen-SS, receiving the rank of Waffen-
Standartenfuehrer. His first command was the Waffen-Grenadier
Regiment 62 of the “Hunvadi” Division. In February 1945,
Waf.-Staf. Peinlich was placed in charge of the Hungarian
Warfen-Alarm Regiment der SS, which was formed on an
emergency basis from two battalions each from the “Hunyadi”
and “Hungaria” Divisions at the Neuhammer, Silesia SS Train-
ing Camp. The Regiment fought brilliantly in the defense of
Neuhammer and was arguably the premier fizhting unit of the
Hungarian Waifen-SS.

At the end of the war, Adalbert Peinlich became the only
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i n gary of his

higher ranking Hungarian offlcer.to‘retum t;) Pi?:;ggd s
en volition. There he was subjected to the daxd show
?Xa? for treason and was sentenced to a long termsoﬁ;élfy o
ment. After spending lf") 3’ears mtopfllfsuge?teh Z?the a1
'done{i. FO}:‘ I?i:jﬁ \%if%ésngféntii%ﬂtex{fuehrer Adalbert I?einhc’h
lsir}jc‘hgédt 0?1*21 x;leager existence working as a night watchman:

Waffen-Standartenfuehrer der S8
Odor (Bdmund) Yesvas in Hunsary on 1 October 1896.
Odon Magyvar was born in e ¥ on L Ot
He became a Leutnant in the Austro-l k;mi : rt;oss Lo
1 ras serving with the Fortress Artillers
Augus . In 1918 he was serving s Orgs o
:\J‘g‘-m_t 191i§ d was decorated with the Silver ,\:edaln fo
o e o q inued to serve in the Hungarian
Bravery, 1st Class. He continue o serve | :
V'ﬂ‘v;d é‘orces after the conclusion of World W aff . 1
A O 2 December 1944, Odon Magyar trans eére ﬁ;ehrer
- rece ; ‘affen-Standartent .
\xraffen-RS receiving the rank of ‘,?aru‘n‘wan dmhaﬂd -
( A éa:ae} artillery officer, he was pxace‘c”xg_cpz};r: ;‘Drsi“ion
Y Artiller : 5 of “Hunvadi™ Division;a pcsit
Jaf illeri 25 of the “Huayadi™ Di ; 0!
Waffen-Artillerie Rgt. 2 : - B
jz'iivh he held unsil the end of the war. Further facts abo
v o P
life and career are lacking.

ca
Warfen-Standartenfuehrer der SS
Josef Vecsey . iy
Josef Veesey was born in Temem_:“ir
Jure 1897, the descendant of a family
w ’ Ny 1% ~ or 1 }
Wittenberg, Germany. Cn 15 Owoo.‘r‘mm |
ratus of oificer cadet in the Royal Hm:\{;{a‘; 119*5 R,
status ¢ fice oA L
- eufnant on 1 May ] .
wis larer promoted to Leutn _ ! : e
. 'b’*‘I:N o; 1 May 1917, Following the war he'coi*;azu; i
1?‘1“““\“309 >f the Hunzariah Army-and was eventually |
tae service of fn nz RO
moted 1o Oherst (Colonel) on 1‘.\I‘a, E?%ia'wenmabvev e
- u " ¢y bhecval W affen-standart ruenrer
! Vecsey became a fartentue
1-8S on 13 November 1944 ang aa‘su.dgd( A
- \ushi 3 ad Ersazz Regiment
Jatfen-Ausbhildunss und Rrsas g -\ Lrning
s L\Mb‘l‘ ent) 25 of he “Hunyvadi” SS Divisio
Jenlacement Resiment) 20 of
meptacemer Jimer
s i n

further fate 1S Uun<nown,

R
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Waffen-Standartenfuehrer dey SS
Andor Podhradszky v, Nemespodhragy

Andor Podhradszky was born into an aristocratic Hungarian
family on 6 November 1896 in Facset, Hungary. He became an
officer in the Austro-Hungarian Army on 18 August 1915 and
was heavily decorated for his actions in World War [ Podhrad-
skzy continued serving in the Hungarian Army after the break-
up of the Empire, becoming a Captain in 1925. He spent the
next several years serving as a staff officer. He then transferred
into the Hungarian Ajr Force and it was while serving in the

Air Force that he received his promotion to Colonel on 29
October 1942,

Podhradszky transferred into the Waffen-SS on 23 Decem-
ber 1944 with the rank of Watfen-Standartenfuchrer, He
became the commander of Waffen-Grenadier Regiment der S§
64-of the “Hungaria” Division. After the war, Waf.-Staf. Pod-
hradszky managed 1o escape deportation back to Hungary and
he emigrated to England. He died in London in 1962,

Waffen-Standartenfuehrer der SS
Eugen Brenner

Eugen Brenner was born on 17 August 1898 in Pecs {Fuen-
tkirchen), Hungary. He attained the rank of Leutnant in the
Hungarian Landwshr on 1 September 1915, After World War I
he continued serving in the Hungarian Army as an arzillery and
later ajr defense officer. He eventually reached the rank of
“Oberst der Fiak” {Colonel or the Alr Defanze Arrillervy,
Brenner transferred into the Wafren-SS on 23 December 1944,
Secoming a Walfen-Standartenfuehrer and the commander of
the Waffen-Artillarie Regiment der 3§ 2§ of the “Hungaria”
Division on the same dav. He held this post until the end of
the war. His further fare isnot known.
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PARACHUTE BATTALION:
THE HISTORY OF
SS-FALLSCHIRMJAEGER-BATAILLON 500/600

Part III

by Antonio J. Munoz, R.T.R.

Following the return of the SS paras, Milius again reorganized
his battalion and continued its training. Towards the end of
January, 1945 some 40-50 parachute trained officers and men
were put on standby alert for a drop on the Silesian capital of
Breslau (Wroclaw). Gaulieter Hanke, now Reich Defense Com-
missioner, was the supreme authority in the encircled German
city. He was planning on flving into Breslay two battalions
of crack paratroopers. He mentioned in his call to SS-Reichs-
fuehrer Himmler that he wanted to turn Breslau into a “Cassino
on the Oder.” It was thus that the SS Parachute Battalion 600
had been alerted, although 40-50 men was a far cry from two
battalions. Eventually, Hanke got his two battalions from some
other branch (the Luftwaffe). The I/Fallschirmjagerretiment 26
under the command of Hauptmann Trotz arrived on February
25, 1945. The other battalion, II./Fallschirmjaegerregiment
z.b.V. Schact, under Hauptmann Skau arrived on 3 March 1945,
The operation had been cancelled dua to the re-assignment of
Milius's battalion to Otto Skorzenv's “Sonderverband Skor-
zeny,” now being hastily formed at Schwedi-an-der-Oder. The
Soviet mechanized and armored spearheads were now reaching
the Oder River, Germany’s last major water barrier before
Berlin. Himmler had been entrusted by Hitler to form a new
anit, Army Group Vistula. Himmler promised Hitler that “the
miracle of Frederick the Great” would occur again. He would
stop the Red hordes that were now threatening the very heart
of Germany (Berlin). Himmler also boasted that he would
throw the Bolsheviks back all the way across Poland and over
the Vistula River. What he needed now above anything else was
time. Time in order for Germany to gather her last available
reserves, and time to train and organize them. Skorzeny was to
nold up the massed Soviet armored armies single-handedly! In
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this wav, he would be buving time for Himmler’s Army Group
the life of Germany. o ‘
anclitbif?aél in (;his way, and for this reason that in the %ast jﬁii{do;
January 1945, Lieutenant Cplonel .Otto Skorzeny ryec;;;;ened
phone call from Hitler’s chief pohcel_‘nan. Skor.ze?} » t.ake
to the Reichsfuehrer with apprehensi(?n, but 1't Imn {ake
Himmler long to make himself clear: ‘Skorrzeny,"u arf{l glver;t
you command of the defenses at Schwedt. You wi t’a : efmn,t
soldier you can scrape up and move there ‘at olncec; h front
line comand thought Skorzeny. So Germany no Oﬂb?‘:d a ! any
need for specialized troops. The end was very near indeed,
‘ g himself. _ .
thcl)-?iirtnggrhcontinued: “] want you to establish a bndgehelz{agl,
there at once, in anticipaticn.of our great countef?F)ta“%riéh
Skorzeny was dumbfounded. Did he say counteratt:lsz. -
what he wandered? “I want you to move outmo a;e’z,r \LV .
this afrernoon, the situation is very cr';ticsfl ‘m:ght noxyu’l kniw;
thought Skorzeny sardonically, the “Reichs’ heini nev
at much! ) |
" iStkorzenv did not have much time. Fro:@ 5:00 p.m. thjctr
afternoon the phone at Skorzeny’s’headquarzers b.e%‘f;r{l tvo moi
incessantly. Always it was Himmler's hea’gquarters. zxe ¥ A
tarted vet?” “Why haven't vou left yet?” and so OE a'a $0 0 d
ykorzen'y called in his aiue-de-cam;},ﬁ von F'oel}:e\.;af;n\;srnd-
informed him to prepare the men of b‘S-Jagd»er an . ~ord
west” to move out immediately in fu‘zl battle.ge?r.. _ e\;x}l_?.._
called newly promoted SS-Sturmbannfuersr Siegiried Milius
at Neusirelitz andrelaved similar 9rders. ! : o
Siegfried Milius, a man of action, wasted no tm}e ex-:je h?s
notified his company commanders and prepared o Fuv D‘“AW
motorized S8 para battalion to Schwedt-anderﬁ-@fer. iz{o;z::;é
sent cut the following day. leaving at arou{ld D:f‘? a.n .jl:lhu.f
morning. His four companies consi§ted of a rmxeﬁd bag‘m«i}
Europeans — Danes, Dutchmen, Belg;a@, NOI"&'E‘;’I“A“:: an uil‘e
some Swedes. Heading out, his small force drove east in th
irection of rhe rising sun. ‘ .
dl(ipn(:?s J\L’;ﬁptg Scbhwedt, Skorzeny ‘st:‘arned T‘dt Che‘.bo?ffs‘
were still some miles east of the town. Upoen arrival he managed

i

et Hommiar Y ap
reem used to ridicule Himmiler. b oery

i <+ +he Reichsfuehrer).
witlely used {and despised by the Reichsfuenrer)

38-Ostubal, Skorzeny as commander of the
Uder Bridyehead positions. February 1945,
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to find the town command

ant. Skorzeny now asked about
what troops w

ere situated in the town, and their fighting
abilities. To Skorzeny’s horror, the commandant r

elated that
apart from about 150 or so NCOs and Officer Cadets under-
going an engineer course, he only had a battalion of local town
Volkssturm. In all, about 500

aging men, and youngsters too
small to fit into their uniforms. There were no defenses at all,
none whatsoever,

Berlin was working with phantom troops, he thought to him-
self. Himmler had given him command of troops which didn’t
exist. “I’'m sure that on a wall in the Fuehrer Bunker, hanging
beautifully, is a map with the words Fortress Schwedt carefully
inscribed on it” Skorzeny told von Foelkersam. It was a good
thing indeed that he had brought with him at least one battal-
lon of seasoned troops. But one or two battalions (counting
the 600th para) were not enough to stop the Red menace.

Skorzeny contemplated his situation very carefully. It then
dawned on him that a veritable endless supply of manpower
was available. Skorzeny sat down and began to count the num-
ber of stragglers that were now making their way to the West.
In less than a minute he had counted almost forty men. Here

“Division Schwedt” in the
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r N o t
was his source of manpower! Skorzeny wasted no tlmfe.hieczerr;
+ -
a platoon of Milius’s paratroopers, and a platoon O~‘de com
mandos to a predetermined perimeter on the eastern si £ e
Oder River bAy Schwedt. These men were }tlol Ie(ti t}le:nsigga;l;ew
i refugees pass, while aetal 73
desperate and bewildered gees | faining ovey
i i i or civilian clothes, whic
able-bodies man, in uniform P
ed to get through to Schwedt. Skorbzeny knew t};?rfbr:tz?ts of
in civili hes would be true non-¢
these men in civilian clot no batants
fts like who had their farms
farmers, craftsmen and the elr axms ang fows
in Red Army
’ ot happy drunkards
destroved by the rape and lo § : .
. continue to
i J yors had occured an
uniforms. Unspeakable hor. ed and coniinn
i itories of Germany. Even so,
occur in the eastern territorie o 50, be nee
i He just couldn’t let ev rag
every able-bodied man. e T
isgui e head of a family who,
gler throush disguised as th | _who, for la :
a ) ng”’ these men as
n, were now “adopting 1 :
a murdered husband or son, ‘ado ese meh 8
f froman ever vio
v f comfort and protection
the onlv source o frc B o
he w ildren and cld men {the cones &l
world. The women, childr nen O
iraculously that far) would fare alright withou
aged to miraculously get th shtgiiout 2
bizsband or father once they crossed the Oder ‘Rly;r &h;lsx ¢
had come for supreme efforts to be made by all. There w2
other way. _ . e arne
In ghis way, Skorzenv began collecting his rag ta§ arm‘yf' a;)rci
y S - o 2 2
making some sense of “Fortress bc‘nwgdc. His gule ot;;:ble
ard ‘\IbCOs began to train his ever g*ro‘g'.m‘g rabble 12;0;pwfmm
ehting § town Party Chief was rous :
fishting force. The local town B ot
;:d thj}t very day and-ordered to get every av alla‘?‘lqe iﬂ‘i?)osed
"f;e Volkssturm (which he, as town Parly Boss, v'»::.;‘».f;qo -
. S i } v roig hump ¢
to command). Skorzeny also instructed the ?.emw%xt r}; Ao;der
t nmand). S 3 i N
oet all of the able-bodied women and e}der,y to:: de‘h:~ orae
;’c; start diguing earthenworks with which to defend nis 1.
4 =

g ¥ ish this, Skorzeny replied
When aske?i how he should accomphsn. Ehm. b&?rz?r{,vr L;Dvseif
‘ndan irritated voice: “‘Go out with a pick and ”‘1%’6\. 39Pznrv
Aand‘the people will follow vou!” Ijhe d:scompgsed %j;lied hdi's
chief muttered an acceptance of his command anG vm-.w haAd
sodoy lirtle body down the street. The best of Germany
E) A:‘ [ A g o
met the worst. It was exhabperaugg.d oved 10 sorape up the
‘ithin k ny had managed ¢ rape UF
Within three days, Skorzeny ha : | to serape up the
equivaﬁlent of two complete battalions for dete’ndmié,.e;nd nex
whi sas forming in Skorzeny’s mind, :
1 fenses whic s forming in Skorzensy ‘
ring” defenses which wa 2 Skorzeny's mind, and wae
heéomina a reality through the efforts 3‘I ms‘m-n gnd e
;O'\'P‘*‘“;Dle Skorzeny's request for artme‘ry tr?md; lnd {}«'e
b ADIT + . o LY B, Ay r}L ] . ) AA’ X
was d:nied The excuse was that none could be had. a
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few pieces available were already earmarked for the newly
forming divisions of Army Group Vistula, Skorzeny was never
the type of man to take a “no” as final word on matters. On
his own initiative he sent patrols out into the surrounding
countryside. He fond a large number of 75mm anti-tank guns
(fifteen of them!) in a factory some 30 miles south of Schwedt.
The German Army High Command had written this factory off
because it was now within range of Soviet artillery! Skorzeny
also acquired several 88mm Flak guns which he ingeniously
mounted on 8-ton semi-tracked vehicles. In an Army dump
near Frankfurt-an-Oder his men got as many of “Hitler’s Sagen”
(i.e., MG-42s) as they could carry.

Now that his force was becoming strong enough, and the
Soviets more aggressive, he ordered Sturmbannfuehrer Milius
to launch aggressive night patrols to the east of Schwedt. The
S8 paras sallied forth from thejr positions in Konigsberg-
Neumark, bringing in nightly numerous Red prisoners {many
who were too drunk to stand). It was in this way that Skorzeny
was able to gain much needed information on the Soviet build-
up that had been occurring ever since his arrival at Schwedt.
Milius had set up his headquarters in Grabow, just northwest of
Konigsberg-Neumark. His 3rd Company, under the able com-
mand of Obersturmfuehrer Markus, was the principal defense
unit of the Schwedt Bridgehead. It was entrenched in a half
semi-circle around Konigsberg-Neumark. The Soviets also knew
that this town was the linch-pin of the outer German defenses
at Schwedt. Accordingly, they were to give the men of 3rd
Company “special trearment” in the coming davs to come.
The battalions 2nd Company was under the command of
Obersturmfuehrer Scheu, and formed part of the second ring
of defenses, which were situated between Grabow and Kongs-
berg-Neumark. Obersturmfuehrer Leitheit’s 1st Company
formed the right flank of 2nd Company. Leitheit’s line of
defenses streched all the way down to the east bank of the
Oder River, just one mile south of Niedersaaten.

Skorzeny’s “Sonderverband” was now augmented by a
Volkssturm battalion from Hamburg and one raised in Konigs-
berg, some eight miles to the southeast. Skorzeny would com-
ment in his memoirs that one of these battalions (the one
from Hamburs) was composed of “former communist dock-
workers” who he said “would larer fight like devils against the
Soviet troops.” Hermann Goering, the Luftwaffe's chief, now
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got into the act. He phoned Skorzeny and asked: “How’s it
going?” “I could do with some more troops” replied Skorney.
The next day 600 men of a newly formed battalion of the
“Hermann Goering” Panzer Grenadier Division (No. 2) arrived
at Schwedt. To the dismay of its youthful commander, Skor-
zeny disbanded the Luftwaffe unit, opting instead to use its
men to fill in the gaps in other units. In no time at all, these
former Luftwaffe pilots and ground crews became first class
fighters!

Himmler’s meddling had not ceased when Skorzeny had
left Friedenthal. A steady stream of impossible orders had been
arriving daily at Schwedt. When Skorzeny ordered a tactical
withdrawal from one of the outlying villages, Himmler called to
ask if the commander in question was arrested or had already
been shot. Skorzeny, who had not been at his headquarters
when the call arrived, failed to answer Himmler by phone until
late that evening. Enraged, Himmler ordered Skorzeny to his
headquarters immediately. Himmler's “Vistula” Headquarters
was located in Himmler’ lavishly furnished train.

Before Himmler could get a second wind after beginning his
initial denounciation of Skorzeny’s “lack of discipline for not
submitting to higher authority,” Skorzeny cut in. Skorzeny
complained bitterly that since his arrival at Schwedt, a stream
of outrageous orders had come down from Army Group Vistu-
la. In return for which he had received no troops and damn
little supplies. Himmler’s mood now changed. “Tell me about
vour situation at Schwedt,” he asked Skorzeny. Between the
dessert and usual brandy after dinner. Skorzeny had won his
Tirst real reinforcement: an assault-gun brigade. This unit was
actually of battalion strength.

[t seems that Hitler had thought fit to call bastalions bri-
gades, and two-batralion regiments, brigades. Assault gun
batteries were called battalions,and so it went. It was Hitler's
plan to confuse and deceive the enemy into thinking that his
forces were stronger than what they really were. They deceived
o one, except maybe the poor bastards who needed first line,
fuil strength unirs, and were getiing crumbs where a mouthful
wus needed.
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Major Langel and his Sturmgeschutz Brigade 210 had left
Stettin in February lst, 1945. Now after nearly two days, he
and his gun-less “brigade” were situated at Angermunde await-
ing the arrival of ten promosed armor which was to re-outfit
his command. He didn’t have to wait very long. Thirtv-one
brand new SIG-IVs (Sturmgeschutz IV) assault gun made their
appearance, fresh from the factories.

Now fully out-fitted (for 1945 standards) Major Langel
received his orders. 3rd Panzer Army Headquarters directed him
to proceed to Schwedt and join “Sonderverband Skorzeny”
which was holding a bridgehead there over the QOder River. The
date was February 8th, 1945. Within a week after arriving at
Schwedt, Skorzeny had amassed a force of some 15,000 men,
This included two new units which had just been added to his
command: an entire cavalry trocp, and a 3,000-man Rumanian
S§S5-Regiment (the 1st).

In addition, Skorzeny also had a number of men from
Turkistan under his control. With the arrival of this assault-gun
brigade, Skorzeny was able to give Milius some much needed

relit:

armored support. Arriving at Schwedt on February 8th, the ' /‘% 5
Sturmgeschutz Brigade 210 was immediately sent-across the i SN 2/
Oder River and distributed amongst the SS parachute com- e
panies. During its first engagement, the 3rd Battery of the oy “

910th Brigade (under Hauptmann Vincon), supported by the ¥ d .
5SS paras of 2,85 Fallschirmjager-Bataillon 600, managed to ( e SR e 2 >
s:0p a Soviet armoted atfack in their sector. The main weight e B T
of the Soviet attack centered on the villages of Grabow and 2 (n
Hd%_sbe:g. - ),f P

Working in conjunction with the tank-hunter teams from 2nd = )
Company, the two batteries of assauli-guns (under Lieutenants 3 2 z
Kohler and Naumann) managed to destroy 13 Soviet tanks 2 2 Z Z 2 >
before the enemy withdrew. The same day that the 210th w 203 - A 5 2 - 2
Sigade arrived, Skorzeny ordered an attack on the village of - : = 35 3 3 Z x4 = 2
Johannisgrund. The Soviets had concentrated several heavy ~ 9 +3 202 o ° Ee
artillery units there, and were raising hell with them by shelling T hd R = Z g B
the positions of Milius's battalion. Milius's headguarters in *_:;J : é ’

i A

Cirahow had also come under very heavy fire. 2./SS-Fallschirm-
jager-Bataillon 600 not only threw back the Soviet armorasd
thrust, but went over to counterattack., Supported by a com-
pany of 38 commandos (led by Skorzeny himself), the SS
paras launched themselves against the massed enemy artillery

batterios in Johannisgrund. Inspite of serious losses, the paras
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and commandos moved forward. The v}}igge was rez‘a‘chedf'iv;’lth'
the help of Major Langel’s assault guns tiring as m(?pxlebar:; ei?s
pieces. In the melee that now ensugd, the Soviet ai e;t
retreated in complete disarray. One Soviet battery at'tempue tﬁo
make a stand of it at Gutshof. Night had alre:;dy arrived flor t}«z
winter days were very short. In a vsfell Foordxnated azsau t, 4821
Soviet battery and her accompanying infantry _tvas h‘estroc?wel
Night had worked against the Soviet gunners. Athver t'tls enz,i},;,Se
ment, the Soviets never again moved_then‘ artillery u'm S SO
to the front in order to avoid a repetition of thgse events. o
The following day (February 9th), the _So‘f'xets attevmpte b
break through to Grabow once again. This time they gttic. g_t
from the southwest. Their main e_ffort was .co;mentrateL ‘ap,,hax;n;S
Heizht 63, the cornerstone holding Sche‘u s ..nd ar21§10 eif f;Ato
1st Company. Again the assault guns of Brlgadf. c‘z};:t;m
the aid of the beleaguered SS paratroopers. Iierce t!li“;;;:g
raged all day, with the enemy losing hea»lly’ﬂm t&l’l:a 'dxa
infantrymen. The SS paratrocpers ‘and Langel’s men fai )\’
heavy price though — especia_ﬁy in platqon an?1 cgmgbi:at
officers. So fierce was the fighting now raging Jat ‘t ef&_cv 1V};eir
Bridgehead that on February 10&}, just two uags a;‘bg‘;dqu
arrival, the 210th Assault Gun Brigade had tp e wi X 3 .3:7
before it was completely destroved. Such was the ‘I;Irlce ‘,9 'E]L‘;
for putting small units, vulaerable to depletion rather quickly,
into the thick of a heavy fight. ‘ .
mn?};*l:‘lr t;izhdrawal did not mean a pause for rest tn}ov‘:,:lj
They were urgently needed slsewhere against an ever lealw’
Soviet bridzehead on the west bank of *I’e Oder"lung:rﬂt\i:l
Kustrin, The positions held at Schwedt, but ata tir*ho e L«'\‘;fbr}:le
ives. Konigsherg-Neumark had also been getting m.:' ireru Ohn,r_
ighting, though the enemy now se.emed‘ to 'b.e‘trymaG,ro' OuV
lank this position, concentrasing his maln weight on Grabow,
some 3'2 miles to the northwest. .
aomiingl‘f; tsecond week of February, Skorzenyv recelvefi a
picked company of SS commandos, led by. SSL“;{emul:}
fuhrer Schwerdt. Schwerdt had taken part in the ‘I'LL'D'S(i 1?1
rescue mission. as had most of this company. Sk?gzeny »:n'lb >do
slad to see them that he welcomed every man to his comt.‘a;riwe.
War builds a special bond between men that during peaceuim
is verv hard to understand. -
° C%n F:&frdmf\ 17th, the Reds once a‘xgain'attack'«ad‘ 1”13 S,C_hjy,e‘(:i
Briduehead. They launched a tvpical tank and infuntry assaul

DREAS:
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on the village of Nipperwiese, the northern-most defense
position of the bridgehead. This position was held by a large
proportion of men from the disbanded Luftwaffe battalion
which Goering had sent Skorzeny. In addition, a large portion
of the SS-Jagdverband ‘“Nordwest” held this village and sur-
rounding area. For six days, these men held off the Soviet tanks
and infantrymen. When Skorzeny (fearing that these units
would be totally annihilated) finally ordered a withdrawal
from the village, the whole surrounding area was left littered
with the burning hulks of dozens of Soviet tanks!

One day in late February, a reconnaissance group from Ober-
sturmfuehrer Markus’s 3./SS Parachute Battalion 6§00 sallied
forth from Konigsberg-Neumark and headed for Bad Schon-
fliess, a small watering place just beyond the town. The squad
was_ambushed and lost two men killed. That same afternoon
the squad of paratroopers returned to give their report, Markus
requested Skorzeny to meet him at his headquarters at
Konigsberg-Neumark. An appreciation of the squad’s clash was
obtained. Skorzeny and Markus both agreed on the need for
another reconnaissance to be made, this time with a much
larger force. For days the enemy had been making attacks all
over Skorzeny’s bridgehead, feeling out its defenses. Both men
realized that soon the bridgehead would be hit with a much
heavier and much firmer attack than had vet been experienced,

Both officers decided to go themselves with a platoon of
SS paras. Leaving their vehicles just at the outskirts of Bad
Schonfliess, they managed to creep into the village without
being seen. They found that the houses on the edge of the
village were completely empty of its occupants. On their way
towards the train station on the other side of town, they
encountered three civilians. The women seemed to be in a state
of shock from two davs of continous rapings. It seems that the
Soviets had arrived in strength about that time and had not
left. The male civilian had been dulled in:o apathy, but he did
manage to tell Skorzeny and Markus that more Soviet troops
were arriving by the hour. The first Soviet troops had destroyed
and looted anything of value in the village, the women included.
The old folks and children who had not hidden had been
“gotten rid of,” the man continued. He had only been spared
because he worked at the train starion.

Skorzenv, Markus and his paras slowly crept up to the rail-
road station. From a distance they could see the Reds. Forty
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to fifty T-34/85s stood by the side of the railroad platform in
rows. No time could be wasted. They managed to creep back
away from the station and prepared to leave. The bridgehead
had to be warned of the impending attack. Obersturmfuhrer
Markus requested permission form Skorzeny to scour the
village for any remaining women and children before leaving,
knowing full well that time was of the essence. “I would not
have left this God forsaken village without them” was Skor-
zeny’s reply. After scowering the village for the few remaining
civilians, the SS group left in much haste. Skorzeny and his
men mounted the civilians on their vehicles and left the dead
village to its fate. They arrived at Konigsberg-Neumark with
their eves full of hate.

Skorzeny and Markus had time to prepare a welcoming
committee for the Soviets when about forty tanks and three-
four infantry battalions fell upon Konigsberg—Neumark. The
men of 3.SS Parachute Battalion 600 opened up with small

arms fire, the MG-42's cutting deep into the earth-brown ; "THE SCHWEOT/COER BRIDGEHEAD
ranks of the Soviet infantry. The Soviets, oblivious to the fire FEBRUARY 1 - MARCH Y, 1945 ° =
and mostly very heavily intoxicated, moved forward irregard- p— | J
less of the casualties they were sustaining. Like a pack of 4 - ey - ~
hungry wolves they attacked, always with the same battle-cry: Pscndmem"d Iy g Vit Tenk
“Urrah!”, “Urrah Pobeida!”. Their shours were again and Motorized Infantry > Forees
again drowned by the clatter of “Hitler’s Saws,” mowing them ! 3attalion Fy folksstura 3tin.
down by the droves. ™ Perschute dait :‘SWO:SLO'C“'”:“S*-‘ ,
Now the Soviet tanks came into action, their guns barking Llss 1ot 07 o0sen 2ars :.5 el
angrily at the success the cut-numbered German defenders. L @ Toeniiinge
Panzerfausts began to fly, and tanks began to explode and B mr s e s
burn. Inspite of it all, the lines of 3. Company were pierced at 2 A;m,‘t_f“; s aemate i
at several places. The Soviets were attacking with too many men , S WS TR
and tanks. Markus's men just couldn’t hold the tidal wave of —l /

dearh singlehandedly: Skorzeny ordered a withdrawal to the
western-half of the town. The battle was concluded when he
ordered Markus to withdrawal what was left of his command
to Grabow befors it was cut-off and completely destroyed.
The SS paratroopers withdrew in order, taking with them what
also remained of the Konisshers-Neumark Volkssturm. Ten
Soviet tanks now smouldered in and around the town.

Upon his return to SS para battalion headquarters in Grabow,
orzeny tound Milins and ordered him to prepare for a major
emy assault. Milius interjected briefly by indicating that he

[Skorzenv) had a very anxicus visitor walting for him. Skorzeny
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tuned and saw a man in Party uniform standing at rigid atten-
tion. “I’ve been waiting here all night Colonel. I've come to
report that all is lost in Konigsberg.” “I know,” came the icy
reply. “I was there with your men, where were you?” As head
of the Nazi Party in Konigsberg, this man was to have led the
town Volkssturm in its defense. Instead, he had fled his com-
mand. Skorzeny had him tried and shot.

Now the German bridgehead felt the full fury of a very
frustrated enemy. Not less than one full-strength Soviet tank
corps, and as many infantrymen threw themselves at the Ger-
man defenders. The Reds even placed Sovietized Rumanian
troops into the fight, apparently knowing that a Rumanian SS
regiment was in the bridgehead. Only through sheer determina-
tion on the part of Skorzeny’s men was the bridgehead held.
The cost was as high as before. The SS Parachute Batalion
would soon depart from Schwedt minus countless men who
had paid for its defense with their lives, in particular platoon
and company officers. Milius’s SS paras and Skorzeny’s com-
mandos held out on the eastern bank of the Oder River until
the last moment. This allowed the civilian population still on
the “wrong” side of the River Oder to escape:

An order from O.K.W. Headquarters via Army Group Vistula
was received, much to the relief of Skorzeny who, as the situa-
tion worsened for his men, seriously comtemplated withdrawing
without orders. There was no further use for the Schwedt
Bridgehead. All that it was doing now was draining much
needed manpower. Apparently someone else had seen this and
convinced the “decision makers” of this fact. The order to
withdraw was received and immediately passed on to all of the
units in the bridgehead. Looking back at the events of the
previous few weeks, Skorzeny could hardly believe he had
actually pulled it off. The cost had been high, however. For
over a month Skorzeny had held out against ever increasing
odds. Between February 1st and March 3rd 1943, the Soviets
had been halted. Army Group Vistula had been given a ‘“‘grace
period” in which to form. His “European Division” as Skor-
zeny was later to write, had formed a bulwark of defense,
temporarily blocking the Red Army’s advance in the area
around Schwedt.

Sturmbannfuehrer Siegfried Milius was standing on the west
bank of the Oder by the Schwedt Bridge. Scanning the eastern
halt, he could see the rear guard troops fighting off the advance

S3
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p Ppers oeiny congratulated after a successiul action in early 1945
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guard of a large Soviet force. He himself had only crossed five
minutes before, taking personal charge of the bridge demolition
teams. The anxiety of getting his rear guard across in time was
running through his temple. Though a cold and merciless wind
was blowing full blast, he was sweating and felt hot. Exhaustion
was quickly overtaking him. He knew his men were no better
off. Now the last platoon was running across the bridge, the
men turning every few seconds to let off a couple of rounds of
rifle or submachine-gun fire. Many did not make it across the
whole expanse of the bridge. No sooner had the last man
gotten clear of the steel and concrete structure, that Milius
ordered the sappers to detonate the charges. In a series of ever
thundering explosions, the last bridge at Schwedt blew up,
sending death-dealing shrapnel in all directions. It was all
over. Another bloody battle had come to its conclusion.

The war was not over however. No sooner had Milius col-
lected his troops that an order came, requesting 40 parachute
trained men to be dispatched to Berlin for its defense. The men
were loaded on a lorry from the battalion’s baggage train and
off they went. This platoon under the command of Obersturm-
fuehrer Schuermann was first ordered to Friedenthal. Whatever
became of this force is not known, even to Sturmbannfuehrer
Milius, the last commander of the SS parachute battalion.
Though the battalion’s motorized allotment of vehicles was
ample enough to carry over 1,000 men, too many trucks left
Schwedt empty. Milius sat with his men in the rear of one of
the trucks. He wondered if after all they had been through, it
was possible to go through worse. It was.

% ckosk

The SS-Fallschirmjager-Bataillon 600 was now moved to an
area east of Oderberg for a much needed rest., It was there that
the battalion would be reinforced before its next major engage-
ment. They took over positions by the banks of the Oder
River. Immediately below the right flank of the battalion, the
Finow Canal ran in an east-west direction. This canal connected
the Oder River with the Havel River to the west. The battalion
now came under the control of Division 610 z.b.V. (Division
for special employment 610). This unit was hastily formed from
whatever was available. It was a hodge-podge of police, reserve,
and Volkssturm units. The 610th Division was commanded
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The above situation map describes the positions of the German forces
between March 5th and April 16th, 1945, By April 23rd, all German units
shown herein were pushed back across the Finow Canal, or south and west
of this area. The 610th Division z.b.V, was transferred to the Stettin area
to the north during the first week in April. By April 16th, the Germans
had brought up the 1st Marine Division to cover the positions vacated by
Division 610 z.b.V.
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by Lieutenant-General Lendle (the former commander of the
213th Security Division). a ar XEY (pmawapmy
S .y . . . mored
It wasn’t long after Milius’s battalion relieved the naval infan- 547 « 547"Vo'lksgrenadier Bivision army ﬂ
try regiment holding that area, that a message was received, Schirmer - Brigade Group von Schirmer group
ordering the transfer of his battalion across the Oder River. LW aush. - Air Force

Training &Replacenentﬁrignde

. The paras were to form part of a battlegroup which was to ffg‘fg:::r':;"“g"" Diviston Battlegroup orey
defend the towns of Niederwutzen, and Alt Kustrinchen on the % - Tank D:st,:;::";:j:::cee.::::"°(’;' s
eastern bank of the Oder, just below the Finow Canal. This v.Gaudecker - Y-Waffen-Division 0::rs:'vionngGaudecker cores m
bridgehead would become known as the Zehden Bridgehead, HJ - Tank Destroyer 8rigade*Hitler Jugend®

named after the town of Zehden, just northeast of Nieder- Y- Make - Division Group von Hake IN RESERVE , == =
wutzen.

One of Skorzeny’s commando units (SS-Jagdverband
“Mitte”), under the command of $S-Hauptsturmfuehrer Fucker
was also ordered to the bridgehead. Milius was now given
control of this commando unit, and his command was elevated
to the status of an SS “kampfgruppen.” At this time Milius
could count on 800 men from his SS para battalion, plus
an equal number of men from SS Jagdverband “Mittle.” His
force was further augmented by the addition of two 150 mm
howitzers from a reserve infantry gun company.’ This small
battery was now commanded by SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Reiche.
For armored cars from the Wehrmacht Armored Car Training
and Replacement Battalion No. 3. This platoon was handed
over to SS-Obersturmfuehrer Schwerdt, who had commanded
an SS commando company at Schwedt. The SS battlegroup was
topped off by four Panzerkampfwagen IV tanks which happen-
ed to be in the area.

It wasn't long after the battlegroup was in position, that the
Soviets decided to test out the German defenses. On March 7th
the Reds attacked the bridgehead in regimental strength.
Despite repeated assaults, the combined SS and Wehrmacht
units easily replused the Soviet attacks. The Red Army there-
after resorted to artillery bombardments, and local attacks of
battalion strensth in order to give the Germans no rest while
they prepared a full-strength assault’ on the bridgehead. The
Germans were not about to wait for the Soviets to make their
move, and instead opted to launch a limited attack themselves.

Under orders to expand the Zehden Bridgehead, the S5
para battalion was sent on the offensive. On Saturday March
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10th, they moved out from their positions and attacked the
enemy units surrounding the southeast perimeter of the bridge-
head. Supported by a few PzKpfW IV’s, Millius’s men pounced
on the surprised Soviet defenders. The battalion managed to
gain some ground despite stiff Soviet opposition, but failed to
reach their objective — the village of Alt-Rudnitz. The Reds
were just too numerous and too well supported! The attack did
manage to put the Soviets “in their place.” Enemy activity
thereafter quieted down, the Reds resorting to heavy artillery
barrages and infrequent, local attacks.

It took the Soviets less than a week to begin their assault on
the Zehden Bridgehead. By Friday March 16th, the Reds were
ready to strike. That day the SS troops of SS-Jagdverband
“Mitte” got the full brunt of the Soviet attack: In very heavy
and costly fighting, the Reds managed to gain 5-6 kilometers
but the SS commandos halted any further attempts. The
enemy drive was stopped just before reaching Niederwutzen.
Milius ordered an immediate counterattack which managed to
gain some of the lost ground, but not all of it.

Once again, the German bridgehead was subjected to a very
heavy and indiscriminate artillery barrage. It seemed that the
Soviets suffered no shortage of supplies for their artillery
ammunition was inexhaustable. Enemy attacks continued in
frequency and size, causing a slow if steady drain on ‘“‘Kampf-
gruppe Milius.” By far the biggest cause of casualties on the
German side continued to be the Soviet artillery, for which the
few German guns could not respond in kind (due to a severe
shortage of rounds).

On Sunday March 25th the Soviets launched another major
assault. No less than one cavalry division, two infantry brigades,
and an armored brigade were brought to bear on the bridge-
head. It was at this critical stage in the fighting that fate stepped
in to favor the enemy. It seems that through the neglect of the
officer in charge of the bridge connecting Milius’s battlegroup
on the eastern bank of{the Oder with the western bank, the
demolitions had been left dangerously exposed. When the
Soviets opened up with their artillery it wasn’t long before a
lucky round landed on the explosives, sending the only possible
escape route for “‘Kampfgruppe Milius” flying sky high. For his
negtect, the officer (who was a member of the 257th Engineer

Battalion) was court-martialed and stripped of rank.

Using over 500 pieces of artillery and supported by scores of
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fighter and bomber planes, the Soviets made signifi
v;ay, pushing the German defenders ever so tiggrlllte(;athI:«Ie::r;
g .ems.elves qu the bapk of the Oder River. Sturmbannfuehrer
2159gfr1ed Milius des'crlbed the three-day battle from March
x -'ZL_as thg worst fighting his battalion had seen yet. His ever
o nal ng qugehefid was potted by thousands of craters created
ty1 e r‘nassxve artillery banragg that the Soviets were continuing
0 lay. “The whole area,” Milius was to later write, “was like
cratered Lunar landscape.” With ammunition rum;ing dan ea
ously low, the SS commando and parachute companies coguls
no(tv hold out much longer. Already they had taken more than
50% casualties. The Soviet attacks became harder and harder
lt:\oltrelgulse: On March .26th the Soviets reached the outskirts of
o .ustnn.che.an. Soviet katyushas flew by the hundreds into
the air, gernfymg both attackers and defenders. Not a buildin
in the village remained unscathed. Milius’s battlegroup headg
quarters was located in the basement of the local church Hi.
farahHeadquarters was also located there. Though it was un.wis:
tﬁereo;ze:m’stuch t}w:vo 1mportanf; command centers togeather,
there wasn another structure in the village which could resist
The scene in the basement was topped b
rows of‘ wounded paras, unable to bs %vacuﬁtzgebi.?:::s: pt(})lg
only bridge _across the Oder had been destroyed. Dust and
stench from infected wounds ruled. The operating table used b
Obersturmfuehrer Dr. Herrman was a much used wooden tabley
supported by four rickety legs. More than once, the table haci
to be steadier for fear it might fall to the flo:)r. Above, the
depleted SS cor:npanies were now nearing exhaustion. ,The
enemy h'ad not given them a rest since the start of their attack
;}}e previous day. Milius’s defenses at Alt Kustrinchen included
is much tested 2. Company, while the remaining SS parachute
companies were strung out on either flank of the village
S }?bersturmfuehrer Markus had survived the figl;ting at
BC vsfedt. He was still in charge of 3./S8S-Fallschirmjager-
atalklllon. 600. He had been luckier. His depleted company
}vlvasd cl)idlng the.lef.t flank of the para battalion at the bridge-
“’i?‘t.t As such, his line of communications with SS-Jagdverba;d
S‘ itte” was the shortest but was constantly being cut by
oviet armorefi units. Only by costly and aifficult counter-
gttacks were his men able to hold a line connecting both battal-
lons. It was 1:00 p.m. in the afternoon. Markus’s 3rd Company



Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

50 SIEGRUNEN

had already thrown back four heavy assaults led by tanks. Their
supply of panzerfausts were all but exhausted. At the rate they
were going, another attack would completely use up the remain-
ing anti-tank weapons. The thought ran through his mind: what
would he use against the Red armor then?

The Soviets didn’t give him a chance to solve that problem.

From his foxhole, he could see the silhouette of a dozen T-34/
85s coming over the ridge 500 yards away. Already the Reds
were firing their katyushas and heavy 122mm artillery into his
positions. Moments later he saw the long rows of brown-earth
uniforms heralding the arrival of two full strength Soviet
battalions following close behind the 35-ton monsters. Markus
ordered his men to hold off firing their panzerfausts until the
enemy was within half the required distance necessary for
the anti-tank weapons to be effective. This meant that his
men would have to wait till the steel giants were almost upon
them. Inspite of the mental strain this caused, no one left their
trenches. Most knew it was better to have the wide tracks of a
T-34 run over your foxhold than get caught in the open. You
couldn’t outrun a T-34, and its crews took special pleasure in
crushing any hapless German who tried it.
Small arms fire had already begun; the SS machine gunners
aiming between the enemy tanks at the advancing infantrymen.
It was useless to fire at the tanks. It would only catch the
attention of the tank crews who would thereupon run over
your trench, stop, reverse gear, run over the trench again,
stop, then rotate the armored fortress until anyone inside it
was buried or crushed. Panzerfausts now began to fire, hitting
the tanks with such force that some were pulled from the
ground by the sheer impact. Turrets blew off like giant fire-
crackers, killing their four-man crews and the brave paratrooper
who had fired so close. Many of Markus’s men died in this
manner.

Half a dozen burning wrecks littered the battlefield, but the
remaining Soviet tanks got through. There was nothing Markus
could do but radio Milius of the penetration. The Soviet infan-
try men were already swarming over the trenches of 3rd Com-
pany. Hand-to-hand fighting now broke out. Markus’s Company
was cut to pieces. What remained retreated southwest, only to
be caught in the open by the enemy tanks which had overrun
them earlier. At his headquarters, Milius knew it was time to
withdraw from Alt Kustrinchen.

=
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The seriously wounded were sure to die if they were moved
yet death was almost as certain if they remained. The orde;
was passed on to every platoon. Makeshift stretchers were
produced. A platoon under Obersturmfuehrer Wabersich
vglunteerec! to cover the retreat, almost a death sentence for
his men. MthES moved out as quickly as possible. His command
depended on it. He had already notified the SS commandos of
Jagfiverbfn}d “Mitte.” They still held Niederwutzen though
thE’EIl'i positions }t;here were precarious to say the least, ’

IS was the situation facing “Kampfgruppe Milius” on
Marqh 26th. That Monday, at the height of this fierce defensive
fighting, Dl_'. Joseph Goebbels (Hitler’s Minister of Propaganda)
was to Wnte.the following: “Enemy reconnaissance activity
against our bridgeheads at Zehden and Politz increased.” It was
a good thing that the men of the SS Para Battalion and the SS
commandos never found out about Goebels’s comment It
would have been the final humiliation, mocking every sacri.fice
they had and were making. On March 27th Millius’s command
vv:;zls‘edfa}niislrouslyhc(liose to being overrun. The SS commandos

in ushed ou Ni i
e ouZ. p t of Niederwutzen that day. Time was

On March 27th the new commander of Army Group Vistula
General Gotthard Heinrici, made a final attempt to relieve the,
trapped German defenders at Kustrin. Again, it failed. That
same afternoon, General Heinz Guderian passed on the.failed
attempt report to Fuehrer Headquarters. Hitler flew into a
fury, lashing out at his Army commanders. A special con-
ierencg was ordered for the following day in order to find the

culprits” of this new failure. Isolated from their own lines and
ipparently forgotten by their leaders in Berlin, the men of
.Kampfgruppe Milius” continued to die by the droves. The
time had come to save as many of them as possible. .

By the e\fening of March 27th the Zehden Bridgehead had
shrunk considerably. The average depth was now a mere 1,000
yards frorp the bank of the river Oder. The wounded \’rvere
already. lying by the river, the bank acting as cover from small-
arms fire. Against the massive artillery barrages there was no
defense however. A Soviet 155mm shell could land with such
force th‘at after killing anything within 100 feet, it would bury
them vs{xth the pounds of dirt it would kick up. Having done
everything humanly possible to hold up the Soviets, Milius was
sure the moment had come to try and evacuate the bridgehead



Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

52 SIEGRUNEN

(a death-trap was much closer to the truth by then). Wlth‘no
official word from 3rd Panzer Army Headquarters, his with-
drawal would be tantamount to desertion in the eyes of the
leaders in Berlin. The problem which faced Skorzeny at .Sch-
wedt was now the problem Milius faced at the Zehden Bridge-
head. The choice was clear, he would evacuate his men. He
would carry the wounded across the river if he had to, but he
would save some of them. N

During the night of March 27th-28th Mlllug ordere.d a retreat
across the river. Using every imaginable thing which would
float, the remnants of his SS Kampfgruppe attempted to cross
the icy waters of the Oder. A select number of voluntgers re-
mained behind to cover the retreat. Just as in Alt Kustrinchen,
this mission was a veritable death sentence to the k.)rave men
who chose to stay. Their chances of escaping were x.n'l, tfut still
many came forward and selflessly volunteered. If Milius’s body
could have had the energy to produce tears, it would havg dong
so, but so exhausted was he that he just could barely voice his
thanks. The rest of the battlegroup was just as weary. Tru.ly the
spirit of comradship and sacrifice was still very much alive by

e banks of the Oder River.

. T?lere was a full moon that Tuesday night of March 27th,
1945. It was to work against the retreating Germans. From
their positions, the Soviet tankers and machine-gunners had an
unobstructed view of the withdrawal. Exposed as the}{ were,
Milius’s men suffered heavy losses while crossing t}}e river. A
total of eighty men died attempting to cross the river. Many
had just been too weak to negotiate the treacherous currents
and had drowned. Others had been blown from the water by
the 83mm tank shells of the T-34s.

Sturmbannfuehrer Siegfried Milius was one of the .last to
cross the river. His efforts had not ceased upon rea.chmg the
relative safety of the west bank. He had been attenc_h'ng to the
wounded during those early hours of March 28th. Mlhus_count-
ed 500 wounded, many of whom were men from his own
battalion. He staved with them, making sure that they_were
moved to the rear as quickly as possible. The sudden qt;uet of
the east bank caught his attention. He kne'w it was over for t}’le
rear-guard which had stayed behind. Now it was falrnost~ sunrise
and he hadn’t slept in days. The weariness am.i fat_xgue of several
days of fierce fighting suddenly landed on hxm.hke a rock. He
found it more and more difficult to gather his thoughts. He
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stumpled a couple of times as though he were drunk. “No
time to pass out,” he thought to himself. There were still more
things to be done.

He forced his body to conform to his will, knowing his men
felt the same exhaustion. The vehicles which were to take his
battalion to Oderberg for several days of much needed rest had
by then arrived. He slowly gathered his men together for he
seemed to be stuck in slow motion. Little by little, the SS
paras fell into some type of order. It was at this time that a
telegram arrived from Army Group Vistula, via 3rd Panzer
Army. Milius casualy opened the telegram and read it; all the
while fighting a deep sleep which seemed to be overtaking him.

The ‘message woke him out of his trance. His men even
noticed the change on his face. “Men of the 600th Battalion,
attention!” Like robots, the ranks of the SS paratroopers
stiffened to the call. “I will read you a message from Colonel-
General Heinrici, the commander of our Army Group.” All ears

and mental processes still functioning strained to hear what
Milius was about to say:

To
Sturmbannfuehrer Milius via Pz. A.0.K.3

The combat group commanded by Sturmbannfuehrer
Milius showed great bravery in the Zehden Bridgehead
and performed its mission unswervingly, in as much as the
circumstances permitted this. I would like to express my.
special admiration of the bold officers and troops.

High Command Army
Group Vistula
Commander-in-Chief
Signed Heinrici
Colonel-General.

VMilius looked across the ranks and noticed those tired and
worn-out bodies now seemed to be standing straighter and
more erect than ever before. He too had gotten renewed energy
from the message. “So someone had not forgotten us after
all,” thought Milius. It was well and good, for his men deserved
at least this much recognition. He folded the telegram and
placed it in his pocket. With one command his troops moved off
toward the waiting vehicles, all thirty-six of them. Thirty-six.
With his men now on board, he signalled the driver forward. He
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sank down to the floor of the truck between two SS paras who
were by now fast asleep. He had opted to drive to Oderberg
with his men instead of in his command car. Oblivious to the
noise of the truck engine and the bumps on the road, Milius
closed his eyes and was soon in a coma-like sleep.

One of Goebbels’s entries for March 28th 1945 included
this little piece of iniquitous information: *‘Strong enemy
attacks on our bridgehead at Zehden failed apart from a minor
break-in.”” What was so amazing about these written statements
was that they were not meant for the German populace, but
was written in his daily diary. Either he had been misinformed
about the actual situation at the Zehden Bridgehead, or the
great propagandist had fooled himself!

* % %

Milius and the survivors of the battle at Zehden spent the
first two weeks of April recuperating in Oderberg. The battal-
ion had been shattered. Milius did not have much to work
with. Even with the addition of the lightly wounded (who
were beginning to rejoin his<command), he vs(ould be hard-
pressed to form the SS Parachute Battalion again. After a fe\?v
days in Oderberg, Milius began to receive replacements for his
vir~tually annihilated unit. A call for volunteers was sent to all
of the SS training schools and academies. Many responded.
This influx of trained and physically fit men was to be the one
important factor which would bring the parachute battalion
back to combat efficiency. These SS cadets and NCOs were not
numerous enough to fill up the battalion’s very badl_y deplet'ed
ranks, however. Men from the Luftwaffe and eregsmagme
were now absorbed into Milius’s companies. Very little time
did Milius have in getting these raw recruits ready for the; most
essential of infantry training. In haste they learned their new
rrade. In time the Battalion reached a new strength of between
800-850 men. The unit-was now virtually a new formation,
possessing only a handful of parachute trained men.

On April 15th the final battles on the Oder River were about
to begin. Army Group Vistula was aware that the Sov1et.storm
would soon break over the horizon. Plans were quickly imple-
mented so that each sector of the front would have a ready-
reserve with which to throw back any enemy penetration. The
problem was the lack of troops and arms which the Army
Group was acutely short of. Experienced and seasoned troops
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were rare commodities by 1945. One such emergency formation
was Kampfgruppe ‘“1001 Nachts™ (Battlegroup “1001 Nights”).
Sturmbannfuehrer Siegfried Milius was now obliged to give up
one of his companies to this newly forming battlegroup. Reluc-
tantly, Milius gave the order for one of his companies to join
“1001 Nachts.” With the new MP-43s and MP-44s slung over
their shoulders, the men moved onto their trucks and left
Oberberg for the South. For six days this Company would be
separated from the Battalion. It would join its parent organiza-
tion at Finowfurt for the defense of that town.

Kampfgruppe “1001 Nachts” was to be under the command
of a Wehrmacht officer. Major Blancbois was a former officer
from Infantry Regiment 5 in Stettin. He had seen service in
France and Russia. He had commanded a battalion of the
12th' Panzer Division and after being wounded in battle, had
been awarded the Knight’s Cross. After a period of conva-
lescence he had been posted as Army Group Adjutant for
Army Group Vistula.

Now he was to command this special formation of mixed
Wehrmacht and Waffen-SS troops. It was obvious that he was
being entrusted with such an important mission because of his
past experience (and his Knight’s Cross). The main components
of Battlegroup “1001 Nachts” were as follows: SS-Jagdpanzer-
Abteilung 560 z.b.V (SS-Tank Hunter Battalion 560 for Special
Employment), Panzeraufklarrung-Abteilung “Speer.” The SS
parachute company finished the organization. The SS-Jagd-
panzer-Abteilung 560 z.b.V had recently been at the disposal
of the “Kommandostab Reichfuehrer-SS” before being posted
to “1001 Nachts.” Its armored strength comprised eight STG-
[II Sturmgeschutz (Assault guns), and forty-four Jagdpanzer
38-T “Hetzer” tank destroyers. On April 7th the 560th SS
Tank Destroyer Battalion had the above named vehicles in
various stages of combat readiness:

Combat Short Medium  Long Total
Ready Repair Repair Repair

STG-III 6 — 2 — 8
Hetzer 37 1 6 — 44
Total 43 1 8 — 52

The Battalion was given the code name “Suleika.”” The first
commander of this unit was Sturmbannfuehrer Wost, while the
last was Hauptsturmfuehrer Markowz (taking over for Wost
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who was killed-in-action). The battalion was sphlt l.sxpt';llsr zgl{;)agd.
headquarters company, supply company, pl:talion’s pagc
:anzer o _g\lg coggv?'azry;;lgzs r?::overy vehicles.
Xllfr'fr:llc%?gva:syacggrtil?srm?dable and well const:i{ucetses«’l1 ;1;1;;
led lby e}zperienced officers and men. Its l({)nei tv}sr‘eaT}rlle Sy In
e e weakdam}lc:er ;rin};igdt(f)ig‘g?irng ‘Zehiizles, yet they
wore velr};i\z?ansl?)l;v (Z:}g21 km/h). Its 75mm Pak 39 L/48 :Sou;g
mate re:h S};viet’s medium armored vehzcleg, but w /
maiécl}: forethe T-34/85 or heavier tanks. Its thickest iiltsmsides
prots tion in the front was only 60mm (20mm oré s
pr(c)lti(;alro) As such, it was easily destroyed. The ST t;ut -
zlnready l;een superceded by better assault .gr;n;;,e o
1d hold their own against the T-34/85s (II{ ot
Tt s tal armor was thicker (30mm) than the Hetz ’h 163
It;sefgrx}nament was the same. The igeigillwai lr)iel;c;gr a;os?‘d he
i still ru
}S{e:faars;v::tnr:f sstoszngltgz?kii ct(;)hL:a defensive role that they
p .
red in. .
woﬂizﬁiaﬁ?ﬁlﬁ'xngﬁbteilung “speer w.asdt.‘orrsx;ecé é::;)gl),tt‘l):
ilitarized members of the Reich Arbex.ts ien T
7IzI'l;tlional Labor Service. Until recently, this g;tr:l ! ;ents r the
. onal escort of Albert Speer, the German aments Vi
tor. It contained one motorcyle company {(ma Pi{ t?enkrad)
ter‘l ively of the semi-tracked motorcycle — the ke ompan§;
anc usneyrmored car company. The armored car %131{ any
o in da ehicles carrying the four-barelled 20mm B ESS
gggta%emrr:/ anti-tank guns mounted Onbhaltt;:a%ist.ﬂegroup’s
i to be ' ‘
Parg;f:l li:tcfm;(;?vpaz? 3;1:;250? iitg;a;gi honor, signifying its elite
esc v,
o il 16th 1945, Satan unleashed his' demoqs on Aimgf-
o AVPntula Thousar;ds of cannons of various calibers erw gre
GrO}lp 1Sctio.n The whole first line German defensss ore
edl mt'oecail Ent.ire Katyusha rocket regiments sc.reamlen,d o
e vel?z' t'errifyinU payloads unto the German hmt.er a “.1001
neise. ar deafenibnd and horrifying at the same.tlme.(37 o
n'Olsﬁt":v’aswas quicklzf moved forward through erezent 3T ko
s theast of Berlin) and deployed, ready tq coutr;1 esoviets
easctnor"t' ble breakthrough that would occur. Now the oviets
thsre:nf;lriove forward hoards of tanks and assault guns.
W

—
e T
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of these monsters carried 100mm and 122mm an
Not only was Kampfgruppe “1001 Nachts”
almost 6 to 1 in armor, it was also out-gunned.
During the evening of April 16th, “1001 Nachts” had re-
ceived reports from front line units of Soviet armored penetra-
tions that afternoon. Patrols were sent out through the Wriezen

ti-tank guns,
out-numbered

oopers. Tiso’s recon mis-
sion turned into a full-fledged fire-fight. The Soviets had
brought up four tank battalions (80 vehicles) plus supporting
infantrymen. The paratroopers now hugged the ground and
proceeded to give Tiso’s tank destroyers infantry support.
Panzerfausts were drawn and prepared to be fired. Protected
by darkness, the Soviet units moved forward, only to be
stopped in their tracks by the shells of Tiso’s platoon firing

units made their dpbearance and attempted to by-pass Wriezen.
held the Soviet armored units for
ered, the German defenses soon

encircled. Wriezen fell on the 19th of April. “1001 Nachts”
now made a fighting retreat through Kunersdorf, Vevais,
Ludersdorf, Biesdorf, and Haselberg. At Haselberg, Major
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Blancbois attempted to reorgmigga}xis command in order to
ce again to stem the Soviet tidal wave.
try1(.mCo./§S-Jagdpanzer-Bataillon 560 z.b.V. and the S\(Er?eaizr:rsl
were ordered to stop the Sovi%t] iuggerg?u;ssb:utlv:ezsns i
Haselberg. A battery of Wehrmac :
gxggrm;schutz-Brigade 1i1) whxchAhaﬁpggfg t}%&iﬁ? kfi};r:haé:;’.
lent their support. The date was Apr , hday.
ini f 1st Company an
ith the four remaining Hetzers o _ '
:z:ahrmacht assault guns, the SS paras met th% Szgxe:nzcalm;(‘)lrt_
Again the German tank crews were out-nu{? elrf Jad ou
gunned. They met their fate fatahstllcallyo —; ' cgratilesem s ol
) ” Nicolai. Outsi
last stand!,” shouted Hstuf. V : > e
i i tion, stalking the bigg
coffins, the SS paras were st}ll in ac h, g e ey |
ter tanks they could find. The heavie
gleos?rsoifed, the more guts youwha}(li.PIt wa;aistg:n;c}tlléii‘i }Efgne}; ; r
; . . or ’
SS paratroopers died playing. With Fanz '
andpmere hand grenades the paras preyeq on the enemy armor
Soviet infantrymen were given secondary 1mportan}cl:2éic .
Hauptscharfuehrer Nicolai’s words proyed prop ’armored
before his tank destroyer brewed up t?uzle{;n k?cfcr{gd e
vehicles. Nicolai’s tank destroyer was iin s 2
i i illery piece. Eventually, .
a lucky hit from a Soviet grtll N
7 0 was committed to g
SS Tank Destroyer Battalion 56. e
i he Battalion was effectively p
ing around Haselbe'rg. T . e B i T10th,
ion between Wriezen-and Haselberg. :
?tcstl(izt %o. had lost Obersturmfuehrer Link (the fc&rnp;zi
chief), plus all of its platoon leaders! The. roster of the
killed in the other companies was as follows:

Obersturmfuehrer Dittmann, Company Chief, 2nd Co.;

illed on April 18th. .
kﬂénterstugmfuehrer Leier, Company Leader, 2nd Co.;

illed on April 19th. : '
kllCe)bersturlr)nfuehrer Sprenger, Company Chief, 3rd Co.;

illed on April 19th. / .
kﬂI?Iaup‘cstul;;mfuehrer Leihs, Company Chief, 4th Co.;

killed on April 19th.

On April 20th while Kampfg;:)uppfe ‘;300181;1:(;‘1;& f%l:lg‘}lllg
nfuehrer g h
it out near Haselberg, Sturmbannfue d Milius
his reserve positions
received orders to move out f{rom st .
tOecCiierbizrd. His orders directed him to attemgt a hnl; thﬁ vg;l;
Kampfﬁ;uppe %1001 Nachts” and attack the flanks of the
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armored units now nearing Bernau (about 20-21 km west-
southwest of Haselberg). Luckily his battalion still possessed
enough motor vehicles to carry his men. Meanwhile, “1001
Nachts” had been pushed back to the Haselberg-Steinbeck area
after some very hard fighting. The battlegroup had gotten some
much needed rest in the forest by Melchow. It was there that
the last remaining Hetzers were refueled and ammunition
distributed. Every round have to count, for there was no more
available. Blancbois quickly reorganized his command (what
was left of it), and readied his battlegroup once again for action.

General chaos now overtook the German front. Soviet
armored spearheads took Harnekop (the site of 101st Army
Corps Headquarters) on April 19th. To the east and southeast,
Schulzendorf, Metzdorf, Batzlow, and Reichenberg had already
been overrun. This area had been held by the weak division
Stab 606 z.b.V. and the 390th Infantry Division “Gross Berlin.”
Both of these units had now been shattered. Further north,
the 5. Jaeger Division’s right flank now became dangerously
exposed. This unit was the southernmost division of the 101st
Army Corps. The commander of the 5th Jaeger Division,
General-Leutnant Thumm, ordered a withdrawal. With this
order the fate of the German defense between the Finow Canal
and as far south as Strausberg was sealed. In any case it was
irrelevant because a gap had been made wide enough for the
whole Soviet Army to get through. A bigger hole would make
little difference.

The scene was now set for the closing chapter of the history
of the SS-Fallschirmjager-Bataillon. With their attack at Bernau
now over (it had produced high enemy tank losses, but had
failed to stop the Red units), the parachute battalion and what
was left of “1001 Nachts” retreated towards Eberswalde, to
the northeast. Other units now pushed northwest towards
Eberswalde included the 25th Panzergrenadier Division, Sturm-
geschutz-Brigade 111 and 184, and SS Regiment ““Solar”
(actually SS-Panzergrenadier-Regiment 7). These units now
attempted to cross the Finow Canal at Eberswalde. Milius’s
battalion suppressed its desire to withdraw across, and instead
acted as one of the rear-guards for other German units. “1001
Nachts” aided them as best they could.

Not having enough time to cross the canal at Eberswalde,
both units withdrew further west to Finowfurt. It was there
that Milius was again ordered to counterattack the armored
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thrusts the enemy had made nearby. Milius knew that it was
impossible. His small force was just not capable of stopping the
huge armored and infantry units the enemy had. He decided to
save his battalion for a less insane order. Having never dis-
obeyed an order before, Milius had a change in heart and
prepared to go on the offensive. Luckily the Soviets launched
an attack of their own against Finowfurt. The attack had to
be postponed indefinitely (much to Milius’s relief). Fighting
as they withdrew, Milius’s battalion made it across the Finow
Canal before German sappers sent the bridge flying sky high.

The right flank of 3rd Panzer Army was now clearly in
danger of being rolled-up. SS General Felix Steiner (who had
been without troops of his own since April 17th) was ordered
to the north banks of Finow by Eberswalde, and charged with
the task of defending the canal, covering 3rd Panzer Army’s
right flank, At first his forces included Pioneer-Regiment-
Stab 16 (Engineer Regimental Staff 16), Pioneer-Bataillon 630
(Engineer Battalion 630), and Panzer-Aufklarrungs-Abteilung
115 (Armored Reconnissance Battalion 115). Steiner’s Illrd
(Germanic) SS Panzer Corps could now boast of having two
battalions! Other reinforcements of more substance were on
their way. The 4th SS-Polizei-Panzergrenadier-Division which
had been virtually destroyed during the fighting around Danzig,
was on its way after its cadre was evacuated by sea. Already one
of its regiments (SS-Panzergrenadier-Regiment 7) had been
fighting under 3rd Panzer Army as an independent unit {SS-
Regiment “Solar’®). Part of the 4th SS-Polizei-Division reached
Gamzon where it was built-up with replacements from the SS-
Ausbildungs-Brigade 103/(530?).. The commander of this
brigade was Obersturmbannfuehrer Lang. Another unit which
eventually joined Steiner’s SS Corps was Flak-Regiment
“Goering.”

On April 21st Steiner’s command was redesignated an Armee
Abteilung (Army Detachment). Not only was he now to block
the enemy’s advance along the general line Spandau-Oranien-
burg-Finow-Finowfurt, but he was to prepare an attack from
the Finowfurt area at the flanks of the advancing Red Army.
The ulitmate aim would be a drive all the way to the German
capital, relieving the surrounded city. It was in incredible order
since Steiner neither possessed the resources nor the men to

carry it out.
Further units were allocated to Steiner though their grandi-
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ose sounding names never reall i i

' me ¥ described their actual s
;re}la,c’leq(u\?f:i c:lr)ldlti)on. In this way, Panzer-Jagd-Divisioill ilzwse?é;)d
istual), Panzer-Jagd-Brigade ‘“‘Krampnitz” b; i
) pnitz” Pio -
f;ct;;l(ll]otn 9868" an,d Fortress Machine-Gun Battalion 116 xv];ee?;
o Steiner’s Ax:xx}ee Abteilung. Later that day, Hitler

;ct:f-g S:na :h;iigac_if. I\’iilit;i’s p;ra battalion was the last unit to get
> urt after havi
w1gldrawing German forces. g acted s vear-guard for the
n April 26th, a major enem i
, ¥ penetration at Prenz]
occurred. The whole of 3rd Panzer Army was now thre;tlgn}:iid

3rd Panzer Arm i i
' ot Army was now obliged to shift the 25th P -
fgentz}altile;r?;vfon and %e }rllewly arriving 7th Panzer Di?/ri)szig;
zlau area. Both units needed time in whi
ich
assemble and prepare a counterattack, In the meantime, t;e StSO

i?trfziixehrmacht units to attack. As usual. it was a desperate

no one wanted. Had Milius knov;f

tual n that one of the

S;;ls;%nﬁ?}i)??rkeq f(ir the counterattack (the 7th Panzer) had

e a singie tank, he would have realized
sacrifices his men were maki ing. Tho o
ing were for nothing. The Germ

cogx;terz;ttack'would peter out just as soon as it w;gas started. an

e battalion, no matter how well motivated, could not
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hold up the Soviet tank corps which wr;;e %%wpranr:kg%t:lhizﬁ
’s rear. The
way towards 3rd Panzer Armys rear. 2 battalion
i t withdrew north,
fought stiff rear-guard actions as i jowaras
i the defense of the
Neubrandenburg. There it fought in o
i i t. It then moved south an
in a battle which lasted all nigh South and
i terattack at Neustrelitz. In
took part in the German coun elitz. In this
XLVI Panzer Corps attemp
engagement the German : mpted 0
i t 2nd Byelorussian
1d off the main brunt of the Sovie :
}']1:‘(})18 German divisions indudedlt}’leEZ;};hP%nzlle{?gr %izzizfnziii
3 : ’ ) ,
nadier, Panzer-Jagd ¢ Welc.hse s r
gﬁi 1st Marine Infantry Division. By fa;‘ the strong?st ur};;i;;z;:
the 12,000-man 1st Marine Division,> though it’s ex
e very inexperienced. . ) ;
We’Ii’he xa;{tack was launched on April 28th, and as predm&eﬁ, ;t;
tailed. Organized resistance soon collapsed. The con?marcliered f
the 3rd Panzer Army, General Hasso von Manteuffel, ox ered &
general retreat of all Army units to}x:rafrlds Athe Wzsnt.ai{s onilt)iih
i i the Americ
t his troops would be able to reac _ _
fi};xizs thus s;:l:aring his men the fate that awaited them if they
into Soviet captivity. .
fel%f;?tho this order in hand, Milius now attemptgd to r;a‘ach %gz
lines of the 12th German Army southgest o.f Nte}elustfrecztz(.)f he
i i ick headway in the fa
Soviet forces were making quic adwa i
i is way Milius’s command was ¢
real organized defense. In this way 1} : as cut
£ N 44 km south-southwe
off and surrounded at Neuruppin ( : et of
v i i i t armed forces. No o
Neustrelitz) by superior, mobile Spyle S o one
Milius’s request to defen
there wanted to/make a stand. i siend the
Wehrmacht commanders
town was turned down by the eh s who
i the trap. In the end,
ly thought ‘of breaking out of .
gﬁr}éen of defense fell onb the SS parg battal%orgx ;v:o:reoﬂcgailf
A . Y '
ras still holding up inspite of the c aos going 3
%I?Iblussls parachute companies were. still quite mtactséhgnlrllsg-
‘between 80-100 men apiece). The final agony of the a
irmjagers was about to begin. o
Ch](r)r;mi‘igpril 30th, the Soviets attacked Neuruppin w1t}é'n91§ lizs
than L;VO tank cdrps and an equal number of cavalry divisions.

; . R ad
(3) The head of the German Navy, Grand-Admiral Is(al;‘ g(izmltxz] Ytl;;s
released 30,000 sailors for duty as grounc! comiat\ztrfmf'%) Lo I s
W"JV four Marine infantry divisions were tc.)rrfme (: O3, was.x;ﬂ e
ere nhysically {it, but their experie@ge as infantrymen ) V.ice.Adn:nml
j)v"‘th Ath(:ir lives for this lack of training (_ampgg them was
géheur!en‘ the commander of the 2nd Naval Division).
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The Wehrmacht troops trapped in the town had no time to
break out. They had to fight it out. The SS paras would get the
brunt of the attack for the Wehrmacht units were no longer
capable of holding the main line of defense. Armed only with
panzerfausts, satchel charges, and small arms, the paratroopers
held off the enemy advance during the whole day.

Again and again the Soviet tanks would lead off the attacks,
only to be halted and repulsed by Milius’s paras. In turn, Soviet
cossack cavalry regiments would take the lead, hundreds of
them swirling their sabres high above their heads, MG-42s
spewed their deadly steel at the rows of cossacks, bringing
dozens of whining horses and theijr masters down to the ground.
Soon the field was littered with burning tanks and dead and
dying horses, whose contorted bodies added to the grotesque
scene. Now this mass of flesh, blood, and burning steel created
an odor which rose up to the sky, nauseating both opponents.

By the end of the second attack, an entire battalion of
Soviet tanks (about 20 vehicles) and hundreds of horses and
men covered the battlefield. Milius had been following the
events of the day’s fighting in the trenches. The time was
1:30 in the afternoon. The second assault had used up all of
the remaining panzerfausts. More could be had at Battalion
Headquarters, though the supply was not inexhaustable. Miljus
quickly ordered runners to be sent from each company in
order to bring back a fresh supply. In groups of two’s they
scurried off towards the rear. Not half an hour had passed
when the enemy again launched an attack. This third assault
would have to be dealt with only hand grenades and satchel
charges.

Again the Soviet troops flung themselves at the paras. As in
countless previous battles, the SS paratroopers allowed the
Soviet tanks to overrun their positions. Quickly springing out
of their one and two-man foxholes, the sappers went to work
on the Soviet tanks. Grenades wre taped together then flung
at the tracks of a T-34, exploding with a loud boom, causing
the tank tracks to be disengaged from the wheels of the steel
monster. Others attempted to climb on board the rumbling
beasts, only to be cut down by the guns of the Soviet infantry.
Some lucky men managed to destroy tanks in this manner.
By far the most dangerous but effective way was to run up to
an advancing tank from its side, jump in front and fall to the
ground. The tank tracks would hopefull pass on either side of
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the para, who would attach a satchel charge to the tank’s belly.
Supposedly enough time was available for the paratrooper to
escape being killed (though many times their trips beneath the
armored monsters were their last). The lines were held against
this third assault, but it cost the Battalion dearly.

At exactly 3:15 p.m. the Soviets launched their fourth
attack of the day. Again as before, the terrifying noise of the
Soviet Katyusha rockets were heard screaming overhead and
slamming into the positions of Milius’s very exhausted para-
troopers. The wooden heath which had been protecting them
all day glowed with the burning wood, scorching its occupants
and polluting their lungs with a black, thick smoke. The Panzer-
fausts had again been distributed and the paras, tired and weary
as they were, again stopped the enemy assault. By the time dusk
had arrived, the SS-Fallschirmjager-Bataillon 600 had thrown
back a total of nine major enemy armored assaults. The last of
these attacks had broken the back of Milius’s companies. No. 3
Company, which had begun the day with 84 effectives, could
not only muster thirty men! The other rifle companies were in
similar condition.

With the cover of darkness to blind. their enemy, Milius
ordered his companies to withdraw. Forming up his remaining
men on a dark and deserted back road west of Neuruppin,
Milius took count. Milius had started the day with around
400-440 men. 180 now remained, barely one full-strength
company! Further resistance was now useless. He ordered his
men grouped into assault platoons and moved off. By night
they managed to escape the Soviet encircling units and reached
Waren, some 64 kilometers to the north-in a couple of days of
force marching. From there his small force turned west and
passed Malchow and Parchim. He then marched his men to
Hagenau (southwest of Schwerin). There he surrendered his
force to elements of the American 9th Army.

It was finally over. The German capital had fallen a few days
earlier, Hitler had committed suicide (Germanic custom dictates
that a chief of state should never fall into the hands of the
enemy hands alive.). Fear of being turned over to the Soviets
now engulfed Milius and his men. The Americans had made a
practice of doing this with every German unit which had
fought mainly in the Eastern Front. In particular, they took
great pains to hand over SS units to the Soviets and their
tender mercies. The 3rd SS-Totenkopf-Panzer-Division was one
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such unit which naively surrendered

to U.S. troo \

handed over t i e ensoloms e

handed o o the Soviets who butchered the defenseless men

Fate stepped in to favor Mili
ius however, and he and hi
:;':;re transferred to an S§ work camp. Though conditii)sng1 ?xr;
esc:;egan;};:: x:;rged 22 b;zmg brutal, they were glad they had
ar with the skin on their backs. A
passed since that fateful dav i Ry rad
1ssed s y in May 1944, yet it

Milius like they had been fighti : Tongor than ther
ighting for much longer th

As peace slowly covered th i oo moal

' : e countries of Europe

turned their attention to the iding their o
I problem of rebuilding thei

and forgetting the worst war the B Tha s

. world had ever seen. Th
i:gac‘},mte l_)a}ftalloq faded away, long to be forgotten by vi:tc?ri
and :éltq?gst aleld algf;:. Ye(ti, the memories of the dead paras
. y obliterated. They lived on in the hearts i
the minds of the few survivors of the SS paratroop t‘orte:lé1 d’Il‘g

these dead comrades this i
- story has been dedicated. You shall

* % %k

Coneclusions

. It would be ridiculous to consider ili
single battalion on the outcome of thethszcrgrlxlcllta\f?;r‘lfgl l\:\(’e OfIa
?:;iseornioi u}? t?i c.ctmsfider its real worth we have to first kno:;-thz
asons benind its formation and then compare its objecti
X;Zh :)t:i grgl:};f{:l;yfsuccesdses. Thf{ SIS-Fallschirmjiger-Bataj}l)ljggtgfoeg
‘ ormed on Hitler’s direct instructions.
ﬁattahon was then _placed at the direct disposal of the erh?:re
can be corregtly interpreted that the Battalion was formed t(;
carry out speglal missions which no other branch of servi
cméld accomplish, or be entrusted to accomplish. e
) ttc:l Skor:zeny had proven the value of such units when he
Ce(a)s;trx:andlzesmzo l1?/iIu§sohm in 1943. Though Skorzeny’s SS
~cou oast of training and leadership now
ﬁlss found in the. German Army, The S8 parachutg batta}llg;
ad been tf,ramed in a similar manner, but had the added adva
tage of_ being parachute trained. The only drop made durin 1Itls
short l}fespan was at Drvar in May 1944. This turned out tcg) be
a partial success since it distrupted Marshal Tito’s command
for several months afterwards. The capture or elimination of
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the Yugoslav partisan leader was not achieved however. This
was the most important objective of their mission. As such, the
drop can be considered a failure, one that would haunt the
German Army in the Balkans in the coming months.

This failure should not be reflected on the men of the SS
para battalion. The mission they were given was almost impos-
sible. What is amazing is that inspite of all the odds, these men
actually came so close to succeeding.

As Otto Skorzeny forwarned, the problem of getting Tito
was a delicate one, requiring guile and stealth, not massive
brute force. For the rest of its existence, the Battalion was
used as regular ground combat troops, certainly a waste of
much talented manpower. Hitler's interest in the unit soon
faded. Once the Battalion was committed to the grinding war
in the East, it lost the purpose for which it was formed. It was
sheer lunacy (and in the end, out of sheer desperation for lack
of troops) that this battalion of skilled and well-trained soldiers
were committed to anything but unorthodox fighting.

1t is a credit to its officers and men that the Battalion man-
aged to survive the war for as long as it did. As it turned out, it
was virtually destroyed several times — at Drvar, Riga, Zehden,
and Neuruppin. Because the Battalion was used only once in the
intended purpose it was formed for, we can theorize that it was
not worth forming. The fact that it existed, and helped numer-
ous times to delay the collapse of the Third Reich cannot be
overlooked, however:

It would be better to compare these men with the elite units
of the Wehrmacht and Waffen-SS. In the end they were used as
elite infantrymen. They served their country in this fashion and
I might add, in this fashion they served extremely well!

* % ok

A Note on Sources

The idea to write a story about the men who served in the S8
parachute force was the result of a burning desire to lift the veil
of mystery from the more obscure formations of the Waffen-SS.
In 1986 the last commander of the SS Parachute Battalion, SS-
Sturmbannfuehrer Siegfried Milius co-authored a photo history
on His Paras. Containing hundreds of rare illustrations, supple-
mented by a substantial text in both German and English,
his work will soon become a classic.

e s eas e e s
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Though some authors have gone into some detail concerning
the SS paras at Drvar, very little else had been known abhout
t}.lem. This book fills in the missing pieces to the puzzle on the
history of the SS Parachute Battalion. In effect, writing about
the SS paratroopers was like putting together a very hard puz-
zle. I have had to research over sixty different works since
No_one source contained the definite account. Certainly Mr
Milius’s work can be listed as a primary source, and comes.
very highly recommended. ’

] Translating the text in the German volumes was a substantial
time consuming problem. There was no way to get around this
howeve}', since most of the “hard” information can only be
found.m the German language. I also had to deal with one
book in Italian, though thankfully, I did not have to translate
very much.

As stated before, sufficient information has been written
about the drop on Drvar. For my story I used several classics
Ottq Kurr.m.l’s work on the history of the Tth SS-Freiwilligen:
Gebxrgs;Dwmion “Prinz Eugen” immediately come to mind.
James Lucas has offered an excellent account of Rybka’s air-
borne assault on Tito’s headquarters in his book, Kommando:
German Special Forces in WWIL. This is the only English-
language work which goes into any kind of detail about the
drop. Incidentally, Mr. Lucas was wise enough to use Mr.
Kumm’s work as one of his primary references.

Charles Whiting’s classic, Hunters from the Sky: The German
Parachute Corps 194045 was of limited though helpful use.
Fpr a look at the events in the partisan camp, Vladimir Dedijer’s
Tito is a must. Though it is typically one-sided, he does manage
to write a fairly accurate piece of work from a military point of
view. Another book along the same lines is Wartime, written in
19?8 b3_’ Milovan Djilas. Djilas became very critical of the Tito
regime in the early 1950s. He was thereafter “put away in a
bpx” in order to keep the Yugoslav people from listening to
him. Occassionally he has made headlines, most recently in
1986 for criticizing the current Yugoslav regime. He is still a
anzimunist, however, and his book should be read with this in
ming,

. Otto Skorzeny and his SS commando forces will forever be
linked to their close cousins in the SS parachute force. Anyone
who has read about both forces will agree that their paths
crossed on several occassions. It is thanks to this that allowed
me to merge the separate pieces of their history into one story.
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Charles Foley’s Commando Extraordinaire and Skorzeny’s
first autobiography (Skorzeny’s Special Missions) are classics
which are must reading. Erich Busch’s Die Fallschirmjager
Chronik 1935-45 offered only two and a half pages on the SS
paras, but he managed to describe every engagement accurately.

The several volumes in the bibliography dealing with the
Brandenburg commandos were very helpful. These men were
the first commandos. Many chose to continue their activities
in Skorzeny’s SS-Jagdverbands. Their history helped to under-
stand the Waffen-SS commando units, which in turn helped me
to learn about the SS paratroopers. For specific incidents in
time I have consulted the best works available to me. The
Mussolini raid was accuragely described in Skorzeny’s book as
well as Mr. Foley’s work. Melton Davis gave some coverage to
this event which was lacking in the above two works.

The “Hungarian Interlude” was very well covered in Eric
Kern’s Die Letzte Schlacht, and Walter Warlimont’s Inside
Hitler’s Headquarters. Burkhart Mueller-Hillebrand’s work was
also of help on this subject. Some books offered very small and
specific information such as Sturmartillerie (by the team of
Kurowski and Tornau). This excellent book on the German
assault gun artillery arm for example, covered the history of
the Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 210 which was so vital in describing
the events at the Schwedt Bridgehead. Another example is
Wilhelm Tieke’s work on the battle for Berlin. While General-
Major Hans von Alfen gives us (to a lesser extent) the events
surrounding the call for SS paratroopers to support the defense
of Breslau.

To describe of what help every single book in my biblio-
graphy was in writing this story is not necessary, as well as
being silly. My intent here has been to guide the reader to the
basic books they need if they wish to further research the story
of the SS Parachute Battalion. I must call/attention to two more
works which must be mentioned. These include Kurt Mehner’s
multi-volume work on the secret war diary of the O.K.W.,
and George Tessin’s masterpiece, Verbande und Truppen der
Deutschen Wehrmacht und Waffen-SS, 1939-1945. They are
musts for the serious student of the Waffen-SS (and the German
Armed Forces in general). Though expensive, I have never
resretted purchasing these sets. They are the first books I look
at during my research.

Finally, if you are a subscriber to Siegrunen you must notice

210 on January 21st 19
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verbande) was written in a narrative

do. the same for the story on the SS p

quite long. Somewhere betwee i
: . n the first rough draft
actual typing I realized that in order to k(geep the ?:a(ii:?’:

interest in such a ver i
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my style of writing complete%y. tory, I would have to change

The result is what I beliy
pengd” story. I felt that t
section in order to make so
by these men. Reading the

e Ostturkischer-Waffen-
style. I found it unwise to
arachute force since it was

e to bg a “you are there as it hap-
he article needed a “conclusions”
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* %k %k

Postseript

Thg following information has
Thus it was not included in the mai
Wwas now in my hands to
d.oubt more information wi

only surfaced just recently.
n te:'zt'. I felt enough materia]
warrant writing this postscript. No

approached.

SS-Obersturmfuehrer Dr.
l%attalion dentist from the
November 9th, 1944, when

the Berlin SS Garrison Co
old in 1944,

The structure and co

\Vi_lk}el{n Wagner served as the
unit’s initial formation up until
he was transferred and posted to
mmand. Dr. Wagner was 42 years

mmand roster of Sturmgeschut -Bri
45 was as follows: ; #Brigade

Corpmander: Major Langel
Egdcjiutant&)fOfberleutna.nt Althoff

rdance icer: Leutnants . i
Paymaster: Oberzahlmeistzsr _S\Sk?élk?g and Ingendazy
Troop.Doctor: Oberleutnant Dr. Carl
Techmca} Officer: Oberleutnant Latzel
Reconnaissance Officer: Oberleutnant Wiloth
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Headquarters Staff Battery: Oberleutnant Ahrendt
1. Battery: Oberleutnant Gedeck

Platoon Leaders: Oberleutnant Randzio, Leutnant
Hanstein

2. Battery: Oberleutnant Schmeing-Engberding
Platoon Leaders: Leutnants Uhlig and Knechtel

3. Battery: Hauptman Vincon

Platoon Leaders: Leutnants Kohler and Naumann
5. Battery: Oberleutnant Lindemann

Platoon Leaders: Oberleutnant Bachmann

The Waffen-SS contingent at the Schwedt Bridgehead /con-
sisted of the following units and commanders:

SS-Jagd-Verbande Mitte under SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer
Fucker?

SS-Fallschirmjaeger-Bataillon 600 under SS-Sturmbann-
fuehrer Siegfried Milius

SS-Sturm-Kompanie under SS-Obersturmfuehrer Otto
Schwerdt’

SS-Scharfschutzen-KompanieS under SS-Obersturm-
fuehrer Otto Wisler

(+) SS-Untersturmfuehrer Walter Girg was commander of 1st Kom-
panie, 8S-Jagd-Verbande Mitte.

(3) Otto Schwerdt would later be killed-in-action while leading a flank
counterattack near Grabow.

(8) S8-Scharfschutzen-Kompanie (SS Sharpshooter’s Company). This
company was still in the process of forming. It contained only 70 men
when it was committed to the Schwedt Bridgehead. This company, and
the SS-Sturm-Kompanie, were held in ready-reserve on the eastern bank of
the bridgehead. They were to be employed as a last reserve, and eventually
took part in some of the most heavy fighting.

WAFFEN-SS MISCELLANY

SS-Ustuf. Erich Biebl, born 27 September 1910 in what
became Czechoslovakia, served with the 5th Company, Schutz.
mapnschafts Battalion 57 (Ukrainian), Field Post Nr. 15 119
This bgcame a battalion in the 1st Regiment (later Waffen:
G.re_ngdler Regiment der SS 75) of the 30th Waffen-Grenadier
Division der SS “Weissruthenijen” (Russian Nr. 2) in 1944, Biebl
was last heard from in Kattowitz, Poland, in January 1945,

® %k ok

The 'P'OW camp at Blatna in Czechoslovakia was a quickly set
up ‘facﬂlty that in early May 1945 was only guarded on its
perimeters by four American tanks. As a result many inmates
attempted to escape. Among those that fled were Ostuf. Paul
Wecks,'Oscha. Schulze-Koenig, SS-Junker Jost, and a veterin-
ary assistant from the 9th Company, SS Cavalry Training and
Replacement Regiment “Beneschau.” All but the vet assistant
were captured and murdered by Czech partisans. The latter
gldlwdual was later captured but returned alive to the Blatna

amp.

* k%

The S_S Replacement Commando Greifenberg located in

* ko

. SS-qugef, Battalion 500, SS-Sturmjaeger Regiment
Bobr.ulsk, was deployed in the Paritischi Bridgehead during
the winter of 1943-1944 and later saw action around Bereska-

Kartuska; possibly under the control of 292nd Infantry Divi-
sion.

® kR
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SS Construction Brigade 5, with a Field Ppst. Number of

15 566, was located in the south Harz-Thueringia area from
o March 1945. Its fate is unknown.

JanSléar(}“:;nstruction Brigade 6, with a Field Post Number of
22 873, was located at the Berlin-Lichterflede Barracks from
January to March 1945 with a contingent in Dresden. Its fate
i known. )
° aslgo ;?ont Worker’s Construction Brigade (SS-Fronta}rbelter
Baubrigade), Field Post Number 39 764, was deplgyed in Kur-
land from January to March 1945. This was possx.bly a.mlxed
unit, containing personnel from the Army and Police. Like the
others, its fate is unknown.

% ok %

At around noon on 26 March 1945, three American fighter-
bombers attacked the XIII. SS Army Corps hospital train on
the Huettenheim-Russheim railroad line even through jt was
clearly marked with Red Cross signs on the top for easy identi-
fication from the air. Three strafing runs were made at the
defenseless train which was packed with hundreds of badly
wounded soldiers. A panic set in, during which some of the
wounded men tried to flee the train only to be gunned down by
the planes’ machine guns. Out of the sheer anger many of t_he
soldiers stood their ground and shot back at the planes w1th
their pistols. A large number of fatalities resulted from this
cowardly war crime;

L

SS-Unterscharfuehrer Momm of the “Dirlewanger” Btigad_e
(see Siegrunen 42, page 12), won back his old rank and posi-
tion as a result of his outstanding battlefield achievements with
the SS Penal formation. At the end of the war he was once
again an Army Oberst and commander of the Army Riding and
Driving School at Krampnitz. He died in retirement after the
war in Munich.

* &k

As far as can be determined, the half-dozen kpown SS
Construction Brigades were composed of concentration camp
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inmates surpervised by military personnel and never saw any
combat usage.

* %k ok

SS-Hstuf. Hermann Kling (born 15 October 1914; SS Nr.
115,132), was a company commander in the SS-Panzer Grena-
dier Training Regiment at Neweklau, Bohemia-Moravia. Newek-
lau was the training facility for members of the never fully

formed Assault Gun Detachment of 33. SS Division “Charle-
magne.”’

® ok k

Bruno Lembach volunteered for the Waffen-SS on 15 April
19'41 and served in the SS Mountain Artillery Regiment 6

for officers. In October 1944 he was sent to the SS Penal Camp
at Danzig-Matzkau and was never heard from again. Possibly he
was an MIA with a penal unit since Danzig-Matskau supplied
both the “Dirlewanger” Brigade and the later SS Penal Regi-
ment “Kaltofen” with personnel.

* ok %

SS-Stubaf. Dr. Hans Herbach (born 3 August 1911; SS Nr.
284,366) was the chief veterinary officer of 5. SS-Panzer Divi-
sion “Wiking.” He died on 18 December 1967 at the age of 56.

* ok %

SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Heinz Peinemann, born in Hamburg
on 4 September 1915 (SS Nr. 120,126), commanded both 2nd
Company, SS-Panzer Grenadier Regiment 1, “LSSAH” (Field
Post Nr. 29 707 C) and later the SS-Panzer Grenadier Training

* %k x

SS-Hstuf. Julius Feyer was the commander of the Replace-
ment Battalion (Waffen-Grenadier Feldersatz Battalion der SS



Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SIEGRUNEN
74

25) of the 25th Waffen-Grenadier Division der S5 “Hunyadi
(Hungarian Nr. 1),

® K k¥

§S-Obersturmfuehrer Dr. M. Niedler fro’fn t}}e Fx;ldtch\)Ispltéasl
of the 6th SS Mountain Division “qud_ (Field %s _nr. o
119), was captured by the turncoat Finnish Arrgy 1%r1114gnear
divisional withdrawal through Finland on 3 Octo V?er ot
Tornio. He was first held at the Rauderku_le PO agllg Ky’
then three weeks later, the Finns turned him ove):l to the o i
Army. Dr. Niedler was last heard from at the Volosovo
Labor Camp on 4 November 1944.

® % Kk

Konstantin Kussunis, born 28 October 1914 in Grgetc}:eé
underwent training with the Greek gi)lu}rlxteer Corr;g)a;l}:y i(zh e
i in i 5 W ac
Waffen-SS in Stettin in 1944. In 1 5 he sa
G?eek comrades around Breslau, Manenberg, Brom;t:ilrgb,yatr}lx(:
i i Danzig and evacua
Danzig. Kussunis was wounded at -
itz i ! hagen. From here he was
hospital ship Pretoria to Copen & e
i ili i horn. A number of Gree
by rail to the military hospital at Eim :
Sg volunteers were also sent to Denmazﬁk fr;)rlndpinéz}iittgzv;rgs
; ev tied 1 -
he end of the war, and many eventually se ]
fxavian country due to the fact that a trip home might have
meant a death sentence!

® Kk

The Knight’s Cross holder, Ostuf. Franz Budka (bo:'in 1l18l
August 1920 in Vienna), who was a company comman e\iﬁ_\
SS-T’»egiment “Besslein,” Festung Breslau, W;SS repc?rtedbar;; h}s

i t several stories abo
at the conclusion of the battle. Bu i
i tated that he was badly
fate later circulated. One report s
wounded during the breakout attempt from BFeslau and ftfoonli
his own life. But entirely different information camti1 rom
another source (sources being peopFl‘e wh%u}éaliia s;z;e 1 e
1 i t, Franz
Budka). According to this report, 5 e
i to be at the Vorku
tured by the Soviets. He was suppose .
(s:laa%e labor camp from 1950 to _19b2 (Camp 4,bBarrrz:;:I;sOSl)e
Three times he was placed on a list of those to be se

2

e,
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and three times he was pulled from the lists. No further news
about Ostuf. Budka exists after 1952. It can be assumed that
this latter report emanated from returning POWs.

*® k %k

The Dutch volunteer Nicolaas Willem Kruys, born 27 Decem-
ber 1925 in The Hague, Netherlands, served with 4th Company,
Panzer Abteilung 214 and 4th Company, Panzer Regiment 9
(Field Post Nr. 01625 — both Army units!). Kruys was captured
by the Soviets near Kiev on 25 December 1943. However, he
was soon able to escape and rejoin his unit. On the same day he
arrived back he was badly wounded and sent to a civilian
house that was being used as a hospital. Despite its Red Cross
markings, the house was attacked and destroyed later in the day
by Soviet tanks. All of the occupants perished!

* % ok

SS-Untersturmfuehrer Hans Nicoleisen Lausen Tychsen
{(born 13 May 1921), joined the Waffen-SS in 1940 and under-
went basic training near Prague. In the course of the war he
rose through the NCO ranks to become an officer, In Septem-
ber 1944 he was commanding 1st Company, I Battalion, SS-
Gebirgsjaeger Regiment 11 “Reinhard Heydrich” (Field Post
Nr. 14 040A) of the 6th SS Mountain Division “Nord,” during
the division’s withdrawal across northern Finland. On 17
September 1944, Ustuf. Tychsen was killed-in-action leading a

breakout effort from the Korpijarvi Pocket along the Kiestinki-
Kuusamo road.

*® %k ok

Hermann Schroeder, born in Mannheim, the son of a veteri-
narian, served 7-8 years in the German Navy before being sent
to a military prison. He was eventually attached to the SS
Assault Brigade “Dirlewanger” as a radioman. Schroeder was

killed-in-action with the 36th SS Division on 27 April 1945
near Bibersporf in the Spree Woods.

& Kk
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. . 13
Hstuf. Dr. Helmut Falk, born in East Prltxssxa on -

Se;SJtSember 1905 (SS Nr. 168,354), was a df;né:lsth r:;;ht ??1

Panzer Grenadier Training and Rgplacerr}gnt e f; s ot

He died (probably was murdered) in captivity on

near Milin/Boehmerwald, Czechoslovakia.

* % k

i ded the Training
S-Oberfuehrer Johannes Baier comman led .
ancsl' Replixcement Detachment of the SS Adm1n1§trat1v§ Sulpspgg
Service situated at Dahau. He was bqrn on 4 Novem erC
(SS Nr. 279,458). Among his decorations were the Iron r%ss,
2nd Class, the Cross of Honor for Front Fighters, and the War
Service Cross, 1st Class.

¥ Kk ok

i “Di » Assault Brigade,
M fallen soldiers of the “Dirlewanger
36thax81g Division are buried in the Schenkenfioebern Cer.nedtelr%’
near Guben; they were killed-in-action during the perio
March to 18 April 1945.

* %k

i ichen, born in Silesia
8S8-Obersturmbannfuehrer Ulrich Duemichen,
on 26 Nf)vember 1908 (SS Nr. 219,538), was the head on thz
Legal Detachment (Abteilung III) of III. SS Panzer Corp
(Germanic).

* ok *

‘ 22 June 1905
SS-Sturmbannfuehrer Hans Moeller, born on ! :
in Lubeclrc (SS Nr. 283,689), took charge of 8S Engme_erHBat:Vais
ion 9, “Hohenstaufen” Division, on 30 January 1945. He
held in the Ebensee POW Camp after the war.

* ok ok

i Kaindl (born

I 1945, SS-Standa.rtenfuehrer.Anton
14I.Illu1§;plr51302; SS Nr. 241,248) and his ad;ut;ng, SﬁSSw’S\‘tur;nF[bzligrgl
August Harbaum (born 25 March 191 ; SS Nr. 37, 3
;Lig?riiiedu;’;l Stubaf. on 21 June 1944), organized an evacua
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tion of female SS communications personnel from Oranienberg
to keep them out of the way of the advancing Red Army,
Where this column ended up is unknown. Kaindl was the
commandant of the Sachsenhausen internment camp. Among
his decorations were the Iron Cross, 2nd Class, the Front

Fighter’s Cross, 1st Class, and the SS Sword of Honor and
Deathshead Ring of Honor.

® ok %

The Polish farm worker Mieczyslaw Kulisch (born 6 Novem-
ber 1926 in Sosnica, Poland), joined a Waffen-SS unit in
Schwandorf, Bavaria, in late 1944, He was not the only Polish
volunteer to join this (unidentified) unit, despite a previous

prohibition from the Reichsfuehrer-SS on Poles serving in the
Waffen-SS.

* % %

SS-Obersturmbannfuehrer Walter Bellwidt, born on 5 May
1900 (SS Nr. 15,770), served as the commander of the SS
Panzergrenadier Replacement Battalion 3. His decorations
included the Iron Cross, 2nd Class and the War Service Cross,
1st Class. He died suddenly on 13 October 1965 at age 65,

* Kk ok

Dr. Louis Anneshaensel, born in Lorraine on 12 August
1915, was a senior medical officer with the 33rd SS Volunteer
Grenadier Division “Charlemagne.” He was listed as an MIA at

Heinrichswalde, the site of the Division’s initial combat deploy-
ment in February 1945,

* %k %k

Personnel transfers from disbanded SS-“Totenkopf” Stan-
darten:

SS-“T”-Standarte 13: III. Battalion and band sent to SS-<“T”'-
Standarten 9; other troops sent to the SS-“T”’-Standarten 4,
6,7,8, and 11.

SS-“T”’ Standarte 14: Disbanded on 30 June 1941, with
troops dispersed to elements of the Field Command Staff of
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the Reichsfuehrer-SS I. Battalion became a ‘“‘Special Use”
Battalion (Sonderbataillon Kommandostab RF-SS), while
other troops went to SS-IR 9, the SS Escort Battalion RF-SS
and the Signals Company, RF-SS Field Command Staff.

SS-“T”-Standarte 15: Disbanded effective 2 November
1940, with its I. Battalion assigned to guard duty at Oranien-
berg. Other troops said to have gone into the formation of 2nd
SS Infantry Brigade in April 1941.

SS-‘T”-Standarte 16: Disbanded on 15 August 1940; troops
going to SS-“T"".Standarten 8, 10, and 15.

® %k k

Former Stubaf. Willi Seyda (SS-Panzer Regiment 1 and
commander of SS Recce Detachment 8, “Florian Geyer”),
died on 12 August 1973 at the age of 62. His SS Number was
37,133 and he had been decorated in the field with the Iron
Cross, 1st Class.

* % %

Hstuf. Karl Fritzsche (born 10 July 1903; SS Nr. 7,287),
was the Supply Troop commander for the 8th SS Cavalry
Division “Florian Geyer.” He was disabled in a motorcycle
accident in March 1945. Most of his rear area command escaped
the Budapest encirclement:

% % %

SS-Oberscharfuehrer Desire van de Putte, born 30 October
1919 in St. Lambrechts, Belgium, served with SS Medical
Detachment 503, III. SS Panzer Corps (Germanic), Field Post
Nr. 59 626. He was listed as missing-in-action in Estonia on
16 August 1944,

% koK

SS-Hstuf. Herbert Vanselow (born 15 December 1914;
SS Nr. 91,394), commanded 10th Company, SS-Panzer Grena-
dier Regiment 22, “Frundsberg.” He became an MIA in Nor-
mandy on 9 July 1944 and his fate has never been ascertained.
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* K ok

SS-Stubaf. Dr. Ernst Frowein (born 25 August 1916: SS Nr.
411,912), was last posted to the SS Medical Training and
Replacement Battalion in Berlin. After the battle of Berlin,

Frowein fell into Soviet hands and was last seen in May 1945
at the Esterwegen internment camp.

% % ¥k

SS-Grenadier Herbert Steiner, born in Heidelberg on 3 Jan-
uary 1926, was a medic with the 31st SS Volunteer Division
(“Batschka”). On 12 or 13 May 1945 he was in Ketschdorf/
Rosenbaude (Reisen Mountains) and was last known to be in
Obgrschreberhau. Like many members of this division he was
trying to avoid Soviet captivity, but most would not be so

lucky. Steiner was last seen in civilian clothes heading west
towards Lauben-Goerlitz-Bautzen-Chemnitz.

* %k %

SS-Stubaf. Wilhelm Morisse was born on 21 July 1901 j
Verberlingen (SS Nr. 3,874). He was the commanger ofltliz
Supply Tr'o.ops of the 23rd WGDdSS “Kama” and later the
31st SS Division (“Batschka™). He perished in Soviet captivity
In the photo Morisse is shown as an Obersturmfuehrer. B

SS-Sturbaf Wilhelm Morisse
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SS-Sturmbannfuehrer Frans Hellebaut, the operations oft'"lcer
of the 28th SS Division “Wallonien,” who commanded a mixed
Flemish-Walloon SS battlegroup in the last days of the 7War,
died in Brussels on 18 June 1984 at the age Qf 86. From Wo.rld
War I to 1940 he had served as a career officer in the _Belglgn
Army and was a close personal friend _of SSn?tubaf. _Lt’i’men L'Ip-
pert (commander of 5th SS Sturmbrigade ‘Wa}llome ), dating
back to their days at the Royal Belgian Mlhtars_z ‘Academy.
Hellbaut proudly wore a number of Belgian and B'rltlsh decora-
tions next to his German ones in his Waffen-SS tunic.

He was the effective day-to-day tactical comrpanfier of the
“Wallonien” Division throughout most of its service in Pomera-
nia and the Oder Front in 1945. After the war, Frang Hellebaut
was sentenced to death by the Allied-installed Belgian govern-
ment for his service in the Waffen-SS. T.he sentence was later
commuted to 15 years imprisonment, which were spent at the
St. Gillis Prison. Hellebaut spoke Dutph as Well as French a_ng
German and became favorably acquamﬁed with many Flemis
SS volunteers during his long years in prison.

* %k %

SS-Sturmbannfuehrer Frans Hellebaut

oy R
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tary of the Verdinaso organization, which helped coordinate
Flemish National Socialist activitjes, Van Ackere went to
Germany in November and December 1940 for political studies
and in June 1941 he became the publisher-secretary of The
National Socialist in Flanders.

In September 1941, Van Ackere joined the Flemish Ger-
manic SS and in November 1941 he left for Germany to help
recruit volunteers from Flemish workers in that country for
the Germanic-SS Sturmbann and the Waffen-SS. Following
the German defeat at Stalingrad, Van Ackere resolved to put
his own life on the line for his beliefs and he volunteered for
Waffen-SS combat duty. He was given an officer’s commission
(reserve Untersturmfuehrer) and was sent to the SS-Junker-
schule “Toelz” for a brief training course. He was then assigned
to the 6th SS-Sturmbrigade “Langemarck” as a political training
officer, although he was utilized as combat officer, On 3 March
1943, Ostuf. Jos Van Ackere was killed-in-action alongside
Hstuf. Cambie at Stara-Constantinov. He left a widow and six
children, and the legacy of a true idealist and political soldier
in the war against Bolshevism and International Capitalism.

* %k %k

On 8 September 1940, Reichsfuehrer-SS Himmler inspected
the “Luxembourg Volunteer Company,” a 450-man reserve
force consisting of local recruits who were subordinated to the
Gendarmerie and Police in Luxembourg. The “Company”’ had
been sponsored by the German Police and SS. Eventually, most
members of the “Luxembourg Volunteer Company” went into
the Waffen-SS, although about 100 members later requested
release from this service, which was granted through the inter-
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listed as an MIA on 21 January 1 i i i
e e JunkerschuIZ? 945 while serving with a battle-

vention of some Luxembourg officers. Later in the war the
“T uxembourg Volunteer Company” was dissolved, with some
of its members being incorporated directly into the German
Police while others were sent to Yugoslavia to fight partisans.

* sk
* k% :
) .uCéluldo Rombaut, born 27 April 1923 at Waarschoot. Bel-
In February 1944, 15 men from the SS-Karstwehr Battalion " il-affé \E: ?azifzzn:sg volunteer who transferred into the Luft-
were di_scovered missing in the Adriatic Coastland region near ; schwader 1. Decla:gg ata i‘i;istSer'gefmt in the 6th Staffel-Jagdge
the Italian-Yugoslavia frontier. A search party later discovered killed in 1962 missing-in-action, he was certified

the mutilated bodies of these soldiers, none of whom was over
20 years of age. They had been captured alive by communist -

partisans and tortured to death. The SS soldiers had then been ; oxoE
decapitated and their heads were impaled on bayonets! The
Nuremberg Tribunals somehow overlooked this little breach of
international laws.

k Kk %

Between 27 and 31 May 1945, 11,800 members of the
Slovenien Army (Slovensko Domobranstvo), were turned over
to Tito’s Red terrorists by the British. They were all brutally
massacred in rapid order. The British officer in charge of the
forced extradition, one Major William Johnson, had given his
“word of honor” to the Slovenes that they were simply being
relocated to Italy from Austria to be placed under the com-
mand of the ex-Yugoslav King!

% K %k

§S-Untersturmfuehrer Paul Kaendler (born 9 March 1919),
commanded the motorcycle messenger contingent attached to
the staff of SS Panzer Rgt. 12/“Hitler Jugend” Division. He was
killed-in-action on 21 December 1944 in Buellingen, Belgium
during the Ardennes Offensive.

* %k K

SS-Haupsturmfuehrer Hebert Pollner (born 14 June 1916 in
Gelsenkirchen/SS Nr. 351,229), was attached to the SS und
Waffen Junkerschule at Posen-Treskau which specialized in
training East European NCO and officer candidates. He was

SS-Standartenfuehrer Leon Degrelle as he appears today.
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STILL AVAILABLE DIRECTLY FROM “SIEGRUNEN"":

Back issues:

Nr. 29 — $10.00 (only a handful left!) e )

Nr. 30 to nr. 46 — $6.00 each (a few left of earlier issues.
No longer available: Nr. 1 to Nr. 28, Bulletins, Newslett.ersA and Antholo-
gies. We hope to make much of this material available again in the future.

SPECIAL BOOK TITLE: “‘SS VOLUNTEER LEGION ‘tNIEDERLANDE"

Almost 600 pages, hundreds of photos and illustrations and maps an.d
charts. Extremely rare material and low print run! Dutch text but fantgsgg
pictorial content. ) $f1 ~1
Please add 10% shipping and handling to all orders. For more titles simply
request our latest book list.

Richard Landwehr
“Siegrunen”
P.O. Box 6718
Brookings, Oregon 97415

* k&

ATTENTION—ATTENTION—-ATTENTION——S.J.E.X,C’O:LTS., is proud
to announce release of Illustrated Catalog Number Eight, listing over 1,000
medals, uniforms, daggers, badges, hats, War Art, Accoutrements, and
Paraphernalia of the NAZI Era, all with inspection time and money Pa?k
guaranteed satisfaction if not delighted with your ordexts/ Lay-A-Wz_ns,
Trade-Ins, and Consignment Orders Welcomed/ -We ship wor{d wide,
except for Communist Countries, we do not ship or except items or
orders from Communist controlled Countries/ Why w.axt month; to have
your bids turned down for those rare items you would like, or vYaxt months
to sell your items, simply to have them returned unsold/ We ship .aiI or’ders;
as soon as payment has cleared our bank/ We pay out our Qonsgnee s o
goods within two weeks of shipping their items/ Subscription price only
$10.00 U.S., Just' Released single Sample Copy only $4.00 U.S. ~and
S.A.S.E./ RUSH ORDER to: SJ.EX. CO.LTD., P.O. Box 3443 Sieg.,
Scottsdale, Arizona, 85271-3443 : N ]

A ten percent discount for all active or retired mxhtziry, police ;:r
security forces world-wide is still in effect as a BIG T}_{AI\KS, from t e
Staff at S.J.E.X.CO.LTD., and all our Readers, for the job you are doing

world-wide, you deserve it.
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SS-Brigadefuehrer Joachim Ziegler

Joachim Ziegler was born on 18 October 1904 in Hannau,
the son of Oberleutnant August-Heinrich Ziegler, a career
officer in a Royal Prussian Ulan Regiment who was an early
MIA on the Western Front in WWI. After completing secondari'
schooling, Joachim Ziegler joined the Army and soon under-
went officer’s training. By June 1929 he held the rank of
Oberleutnant (1st Lt.) and in 1930 he joined the 15th Prussian
Cavalry Regiment in Paderborn.

Oberleutnant Ziegler served with the German ground con-
tingent on the Nationalist side in the Spanish Civil War and was
decorated with the Spanish Cross. After returning to Germany
he was promoted to Hauptmann and became the adjutant of
the 3rd Panzer Brigade. He subsequently served as a staff
officer with various Panzer formations, rising to the rank of
Oberst (Colonel) by 1943. On 1 June 1943, Ziegler was assigned
to the Waffen-SS Operational Command Office and he became
chief-of_-staff of IIL.SS-Panzer Korps (Germanic), with the
rgspons1b}lipy of assembling and forming the Corps’ Troops
(i.e. speciality units assigned directly to the Corps’ jurisdiction),
on 20 June 1943.

Ziegler was initially given the rank of Standartenfuehrer, but
he did not officially transfer into the Waffen-SS “for the dura-
tion of the war” until 9 November 1943, when he was also
given the rank of Oberfuehrer. It was on 1 August 1944 that he
finally decided to become a permanent member of the Waffen-
SS and he received the SS Nr. 491,403 and a promotion to
Brigadefuehrer on that day. On that same day another Army
transferee, Fritz Kraemer, the chief-of-staff of 6th SS Panzer
Armee, also became a permanent member of the Waffen-SS
receiving the SS Nr. 491,402 and a military promotion to
Brigadefuehrer.

For the past year, Ziegler had proven to be an excellent,
experienced right-hand man to the II1.5S-Pz.Corps’ commander,
SS-Obergruppenfuehrer Felix Steiner but on 10 August 1944 he
had to replace the fallen SS-Brigfthr. Fritz von Scholz and the
commander of the 11th SS Panzer Division “Nordland.” Ziegler
led “Nordland” brilliantly during its subsequent battles in
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i i decorated with the
Estonia and Latvia and as a result was ‘
Ksni(;r}lllt’s Cross on B September 1944. ??f'fullltybzrta\;idt}?i

i ilitles i ly difficu :
leadership capabilities In the extreme |
i the deteriorating
head in Kurland and Pomerania. But
lri}iflitz;r}efasituation and the steady attnpon of the troops under
his command led him to take a darker view of the future. o the
When the “Nordland” Division was ordere;i to gf) ;
defense of the city of Berlin in April 1945, Zleglgr wgoro;ls y
disagreed with the decision, proclaiming tge :tuatloﬁg\é)fgehe;sé
ved them, a
till orders were orders and he followed U , al
Earried them out with reluctance. By 29 April 1945 xth was I\;;(l)eyzr_
to General Weidling, the Berlin Commandafnt, that t eh oxe
land” Division was not being deplqyed with any erit uz waé
In fact Brighfr. Ziegler had fallen into a deep fun czlm. as
only going through the motions as fgr as command l'ecid "
were concerned. Therefore on 23 ﬁpr;l 194&1 he (\:;ast}rlee 1?rench
i mmand and replaced by the Inspector e Frend
{:\l’zf;e(;x-ss, Brigfthr. Gustav Krukenbe{g, who 1mme§1atelymw zi\Z
able to energize the “Nordland” Division t}?;gugh the examp
ith him.
he French SS volunteers he brought wi
o 1t3r§gfhr. Ziegler was sent to the Fuehrer Bunker, 1032&{32
under the Reichschancellery,.whe}rlg hgt wta.s(,) ntohitavzasuilearlv
sort of “house arrest.” Despite this situation, _ oy o
in i i decorated him wit
t in ill-favor with the Fuehrer, who . . ) ¢
rg;ll«:lleaves to his Knight’s Cross on 28 Ap}:ﬂ 11{9415 ,n 1(r11 Erli%o%r;lrt;g:
. S a
of “Nordland”’s splendid achievements in Kuriand s
i i i /2N 45, Brigfhr. Ziegler le
ania. During the night of 1 2 May 1_9 , Bri the
i j i Brigfhr. Mohnke (cen
Fuechrer Bunker in conjunction w1t1:x . N
i hile leading a battle-group
city commander) and others. _W . 2 soun
y 1 he city, Joachim Ziegier was
attempting to breakout of the chiim Zieg ¥ heen the
/ enemy tank shell and instantly killed. I -
2}21823 recipisclent of the Oakleaves and among his other decora
tions was the German Cross in Gold.

* % K

SS-Brigadefuehrer Hans Schwedler

i i ber 1878, the
hwedler was born in Berlin on 17 Qcto : .
sorI:I ?)Igss:?lcesx?m Karl Hugo Schwedler. Following his sc}}\?ohlnté
Schwedler joined 1.Lower Alsatian Infar_itry, Reglmept Ar. ey
and in August 1898 he received an officer’s commission W

WarFFEN-SS PERSUNALITIES 87

the rank of Leutnant (2nd Lt.). It took another 15 years before
he would attain the rank of Hauptmann (Captain). During WWI,
Schwedler served as a company, then a battalion, commander
on the Western Front and in Macedonia. He left the service
with the rank of Major in February 1919.

From 1919-1927, Schwedler ran a farm in the Ost-Sternberg
District without a great deal of success. When his lease expired
in 1927, he moved to Upper Bavaria. During these years he was
an active member of the Stahlhelm veteran’s organization and
in 1931, discouraged by the corrupt political conditions in
Germany, he joined the NSDAP (Nr. 455,899) and soon volun-
teered his services to the SS, joining Sturm 2 of the SS Stan-
darte 34 in November 1332 (SS Nr. 60,740). He received the
rank of Untersturmfuehrer on 31 July 1933 and underwent
training as a staff officer with SS District I, headquartered in
Munich.

Schwedler was subsequently promoted to Obersturmfuehrer
on 9 November 1933 and to Hauptsturmfuehrer on 20 April
1934, becoming the commander of SS-Standarte 79 (Ulm) on
10 June 1934. From 4 December 1934 to 1 November 1938,
he served on the staff of the Armed SS Standarte “Deutsch-
land” with some stints as an instructional officer at the SS-
Junkerschule “Toelz.” He attained the rank of Stardarten-
fuehrer (Colonel) on 30 January 1938.

Schwedler next served at the SS-Junkerschule “Braun-
schweig” and received a promotion to Oberfuehrer on 30
January 1940. With this rank he became the Inspector of the
SS-Totenkopf Standarten, holding this position until 1 October
1940, when he became the Higher SS and Police Leader “Ost.”
Following a stint at this post, Oberfhr. Schwedler served as the
SS Garrison Commander for Prague from 4 August 1941 to 20
March 1942. On the latter date he became the commandant for
the Waffen-SS and Police Supply District “Russland-Sud”
(southern Russia). This position was held until his promotion
to Brigadefuehrer on 9 November 1942.

Brigfhr. Schwedler was next posted to the SS Main Opera-
tional Office in Berlin, becoming the Chief of Office XI on
1 August 1944, which was concerned with all aspects of com-

munications in the Waffen-SS. Hans Schwedler died in 1945
of causes unknown.
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$S-Obersturmfuehrer Dr. Hillairie Gravez

§S-Ostuf. Dr. Hillairie Gravez was born on 8 April d188t9 }1‘:;
Gijzegem, Belgium. In WWI, while still a medical stu en1 é14-
served wi’th the Belgium Army on the Tjer Front frc{)m “
1918. He completed his studies after thg war and elc)am 2
medical doctor. An ardent Flemish patriot, he s.oongzzcarr:is
active in the Flemish Nationalist Movement and in 1 > V{"a-
elected as a Senator in the upper gxouse oé th% Belgian Paril

would hold this post for the nextT ecade. '
melgtri}r{leg WWTI1, Dr. Gravez joined the VNV (.Flemlsh Naf}gnal
Union), and expressed his support for ths 1@eal,’of a t}feg
Flande;s in a New Europe.” In the wake of 1Af1i1e(§ . Pc;svlr)xavlcﬁi
jum i Gravez left of his -
of Belgium in September 1944, Dr. ! o ot o the
ion for Germany and volunteered }’1,15 medica :
;1;)3 27th SS Division “Langemarck f(Fl};emmh I:Iir.b?c.a}riee \zﬁz
issi an
shortly commissioned an Obersturm ue.rler e attalion
ief medical officer of the Flemxsl} .th er You at
El}:teer I111.1/SS-Rgt.67) in the 27th SS Division. In .thxs posnglon ge
saved the lives of many young soldiers during the_ Zo rgi
fighting on the Oder Front and Northern Germany in Ap
1945. ' S
i t into “Allied

At the conclusion of WWIL, Dr. Gravez went In .
captivity and was transferred back to Fhe new Belgla‘r‘lt aut}(x)(l)ln”
ties, who sentenced him to a long prison term for “treason.

§S§-Obersturmfuehrer Dr. Hillairie Gtavez

L S
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After 10 long years in prison he was finally released to resume
his medical practice in Aalst. At all times he remained in con-
tact with his old comrades from the “Langemarck’ Division,
and for many years served as Honorary Chairman of the Flem-
ish East Front Fighter’s veteran’s group. He devoted much of
his time in his later years to cancer research. The former SS-
Ostuf. Dr. Hillairie Gravez died on 8 September 1974 at Aalst,

at the age of 85, well respected by all those that served with
him or owed their lives and health to him.

% %k 3k

Raymond Van Den Berg

Raymond Van Den Berg, born 3 April 1929, in Antwerp,
Belgium, left for Kitzbuehel, Austria on 4 January 1945 with a
contingent of Dutch Hitler Youth. In Graz, Austria, although
still only 15 years old(!) he joined the Germanic SS Training
and Replacement Btl. 11 (*Nordland” and “Wiking”) and
was later assigned to the staff of the 23rd SS Pz.Gr.Div.

“Nederland.” He became an MIA (almost surely killed) along
the Austro-Slovene border in April 1945.

* % %
SS-Mann Heinrich Isaak

Heinrich Isaak (photo), was born 17 June 1926 in Neuen-
burg, Ukraine, which was an ethnic-German settlement. He

SS-Mann Heinrich Isaak
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served with the SS-Panzerjaeger Abteilung { Anti-tank Detach-
ment) 22 22nd SS Kavallerie Division “Maria Theresia.” He wx
later declared an MIA during the battle for Budapest {aimos
certainly killed). As a result of his service in the Waffen-SS. his
mother and sister, who still lived in Soviet territory, were
shipped to Siberia and forced to stay there from 1943 to
1980:

s
-t

9S-Obersturmbannfuehrer Hugo Eichhorn

Hugo Eichhorn was born in Weilmuenster/Taunus on 11
Februarv 1911 into a working class familv. He joined the S3
in the early 1930s (SS Nr. 44,503) and from 1937 to Septem-
ber 1939 was a scholar at the SS “QOrdensburren’” (Castles of
the SS Order) at Kroessinsee and Vogelsang. The “Ordens-
burgen” were elite educational facilities specializing in Ger-
manic culture and National Sociaiist political ideology. From
February to May 1939, Eichhorn underwent training with the
Army Infantry Batralion at Eschweiler asan officer candidate.

On 5 September 1938, soon after the beginning of the
Polish Campaign, Hugo Eichhorn was called up for duty with
the combat engineer battalion of the newly authorized SS-
“Totenkopf” Division. He served with this unit until February
1940 when he was sent to the SS-Junkerschule “Toelz™ to
attend an officer's training course that lasted until September
1940. Soon afterwards he was posted to th cin i
of the new “Wiking” S8 Division, receiving the rank of Unte:-
sturmfuehrer in December 1840.

During the first year of the Russian Campaign, Eichhorn
served as battalion adjutant and was promoted to Obersturm-
fuehrer in early 1942. At times he served as an acting company
commander. On 9 November 1942 he was promoted to Haupt-
sturmfuehrer and served as the battalion staff officer in charge
of materiel. In this position in January 19-43, he was dispatched
to Orlovskaja to the battalion supply dump to bring up equip-
ment and explosives for the use of the rest of the unit. At the
time the Soviets were advancing in force to the west from

the Stalingrad area and the “Wiking” Division soldiers were
attempting to fend them off while in turn withdrawing from the
Caucasus Mountains region.
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—X 0400 holurs on 8 January 1945, a Red Army infant
) our ¢ January 1945, Army infantry
: @ nched a surprise attack on Orlovskaja under the
of darkness during a snow storm. The ront.

cover
line def s whie jeted _Wiking’” front.
sqiondme‘nses, which consisted onlv of a few widelv :cpa*atmd
ngpoints, w ) R
‘rongpoinis, were quickly overrun. In the eastern part e‘
X (034

riovskaja, 1st Co.'SS Engi
taja, 0.'SS Enginszer 5w rpri 1 swi
o, 15t Co. aflva?m{r Bn. 5w afs surprised and swiftly
v the ad Inz enemy forces. Th ;
oun : : ™ rces. The com ;
E;lggr::;dg‘ \\_aiOs:tuf. Guenther Wanhoefer (later CO o};agg
; a0 S UNR a . : '
i W;r?. :E} Z}eae‘zland ). Wanhoefer was able to achieve
i tp with Ostut. Eberhard Heder’s 3rd Co0.'SS Engi
n. 5 and together the tw i h 3 back
o " B* the two companies fought their way back
ot Thé gD :r]. attalion supply dump using hand wéapons
wel;e. a};~e [aga;on CO, Stufab. Max Schaefer, and his sta?f
i nb_,nﬁ rom tI}e area, supervising the removal of 2 ‘d
f:?pa“_\ ES: Eng.Bn.5 from the front ‘ !
stuf./Eichhorn w i he
Eichhorn was therefore the seni i i
fistuf Shhc ef senior battali f i
Orlovskaja and it was left to him to l o Often i
a counterattack against

2 Lounterita g the Reds. F
i€ CWIKING  engineer troops and with th
o ; i 3 abls wii
guns and 2 armored cars from the “Wiki
was al compli is mission. B
wa pavblre to accomplish his mission. But it wasn’t easv. In
sperate close-range battle that raged from many | 3! ]
the SS combat engineers w e tinaly e o hours,
1e S : da neers were able to finally stop the commu
H T "n + 2l 1 s34 i - 3 ; . : o )
e;d dni“in Ia’un&,hfed their own assault. When the
ed the attacking Red infantry regiment had

SR-Oherctiiym b J
o-Unersturmbannfuehrer Hugo Eichorn
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field. Most of the
been annihilated: leaving 700 dead on Fhe Lib}déx’;g_ gmav-
rest of the foe. around 200, had been ca;‘)tureﬁgcghom ohee
fer gave all of his accolades to ‘Hstu'f. Hugo ::as ;v;;yded e
brilliant success, and as a refgité Eichhorn
nght: g 1’0:;2;0{}9&; Z):J,agst.ufjI Eichhorn was b'ad‘i')' .Woun‘ded
i Oln h::ig “'m‘ the Mius sector and never agan retfnfie;i
combe duty. After his recovery he became the chma’;H
com??;nd; 'o.f ‘SS Engineer Training and Beplaciz?entHBem“i;
.CO;?’ élater expanded Into a Regiment) 1, 1ﬁn Dreaﬁen.20 Apri:‘
ls?sbsequemlv promoted to Scur}mbann‘fuég:ez;?i 2 T
941 3 to Obersturmbannfuehrer on 2V APHH 299 .
igéiioﬁlio the Knight's Cross, Qstuba&fj{mpnggpidd both
classes of the Iron Cross and the Wound Badge 1n Black.

SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Eberhard Heder

< C une

Eberhard Heder was born ‘in' Gross-i&xéegéiroar;r 1(31;)’0{21;“)

1918. On 1 November 1937 he ]omed the 55 ::?;b:vain%ng' )

Bn '1;;1 Dresden and underwent bgs1§ and spe-,iulﬁe-{d.bv .d;e o

1atér attended sepecial I\'CO“trammg‘ co(;gf,sefn;i%q e
Srandarten “Germania” and “Deutschland. 9 g

i seicer’s candidat rse to be
ated from the last peace-tume officer’s C.a;:?um,.\,e cou
held at the 83-Junkerschule "Braunsck;{wf;g. . V.
B 10, Us cder was assigl o th
Effective 1 January 1940, Ustuf. Heder g ne

H nen attah nm Drebde.l as a fraininig
SS En;”l 1eel REDMCQI L B 6]

~

et in the ~Gex
officer. In June 1940 he became a platoon leader in t

3S-Hauptsturm{uehrer Eberhard Heder
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mania” Regiment and served as such during a period of occupa-
tion duty in Holland. With the incorporation of “Germania”
into the newly forming "Wiking” SS Division late in 1940,
Heder became the adjutant of I1."*Germania.” prior to becom-
ing the commander of 3rd Co./SS Engineer Bn. 5. “Wiking,” a
position which he ably held during the first 18 months or so of
the Russian Campaign.

At Orlovskaja in January 1943, he led his company out of a
Soviet entrapment and joined in the successful destruction of
an entire Red infantry regiment by a “Wiking” engineer battle-
group led by Hstuf. Hugo Eichhorn. Heder went on to succeed
Eichhorn as the “Captain of the Staff” of the “Wiking” Engi-
neer Bn., a somewhat ambiguous position, closely analogous to
chief-of-staff. This was to be a brief assiznment however, since
Hstuf. Heder was soon placed in command of 2nd Co.,’SS Esto-
nian Volunteer Bn. “Narwa” for a six month stint. “Narwa”
was a replacement unit sent to the “Wiking” Division when the
“Nordland” Regiment was withdrawn from “Wiking” to serve
as the nucleus of the 11th S8 Division. Heder's 2..“Narwa” dis-
tinguished itself greatly during the exceedingly difficult break-
cut from the Cherkassy Pocket in February 1944. Following
this hercic episode, Hstuf. Heder was named commander of
the Staff Escort Company of the “Wiking” Division HQ.

In September 1944, Heder took over command of the
combat engineer battalion of the “Wiking” Division — a post
he would hoid until the end of the war. During the autumn of
1944, Hstuf. Heder led an emergency battle-group from his
command in another desperation action against a powerfu
communist assault force to the east of Warsaw. For his skillful
and courageous leadership at this time, Hsmuf. Eberhardt Heder
was awarded the Knight’s Cross on 18 November 1944, He haa
convineingly proved himself one of the finest officers in the
ranks of the Waffen-SS!
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formation and training of the Sturmbrigade and the battle-
field actions at Cherkassev, Narva, Pomerania and the Oder
— Fronts. There is a tremendous spread of pictuves of the Sturm-
brigade’s triumphant homecoming to Belgium in April 1944
and great photos of personalities throughout. Of special note is
a great group shot of the Sturmbrigade’s officer corps (fully
identified) taken on 11 April 1944, Finally names like Derricks.
Mathieu, Jacques Leroy, Capelie and more can be maiched
with their photos. The fine selection of photos taken right up
to the end of the war is even more surprising.
Beyond the above, each phase of the “Wallonie” historv is
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; iy oing all the wav down to platoon level! The work was com-
Mission Viejo, gomng ay pi }




Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

. SIEGRUNEN

piled and written by Jean Mabire and Eric Lefevre and is cer-
tainly the finest possible tribute that could ever be made to
the “Wallonien” Division. Mabire is one of the best historians
on the Waffen-SS and it is hoped that his work can be translated
into English someday.

If there is a drawback, the price on this sumptious yolume 18
steep — in the <80 plus range, but if there is ever something to
mortgage the house for, this would have to be it. It is absolutely
one of the best books of its type ever published on the Euro-
pean volunteers of the Waffen-SS. No one will be disappointed

in this utterly superb work!

§S-Standartenfuehrer Leon Degrelle as he appears today.
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CARTES POSTALES
&
SOUVENIRS
PHILATELIQUES

DE

LUALLEMAGNE

NATIONALE-SGCIALISTE
1929 - 1945

Francis

= Propaganda Postkarten 1923-1945, No. 1. Special import from
France. Containing over 1,000 copies of complete postcards this book
constitites the most important study on propaganda postcards during the
Third Reich era. About half of the pictures are in fuil color.

230 pages, hardback §55.00
- Propaganda Postkarten 1929-1943, No. 2. This is the sequal in this

rare series of books on National Socialist postcards. 96 pages are in full
..

color, 129 in black and white. Nesdless to say

e popular titles are in
high demand, so piace vour order before these limited printing are soid
out!

S

252 pages, hardback

i

33.00

BIBLIOPHILE LEGION BOOKS, INC.
P.O. Box 612
Silver Spring, Marviand 20901 0612 U.S.\.
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