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THE WAFFEN-SS IN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

.... 

Unidentified SS-Standartenfuehrer. If anyone knows 
who he is or with what outfit he served, please write 
in! 
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EDITORIAL 
Whnnever the contrilllltioIls of the Warren-SS on tho 
fie Id of ba It le are discussed the gene ral consensus now 
is that its soldiers were good, if not superior soldiers 
and the organization as a whole was well aheall of its 
time. Of c()urse this sf~ntiment is only valid in the fi,~ld 
of professional military j()urnalism; for the most part 
the populclf press and media is still (:ontent to portray 
the memhers of ttm Watfen~·SS as "deranged beasts" and 
"Naz1 rTlonstf~rs.JI 

Uut evell rlltHe impressive to me than what thn soldiers 
of the Waffnn-SS ac(:omplished in combat, was their 
performance after the war when they became perhaps 
thr, most hi~hly pt,rsecllted hody of soldiery of rl10dern 
times. They faced "xeclltion on the spot, long internrnents 
in [HISOnS iHld slilve labor camps (and !TIany wore faced 
with so· called "automatic arrest" even after hein~ released 
ttlf~ fIrst tlflle l ), cruel alltl gruelin~ trials for alleged 
"W;H CTlnJ"s," gflneral ostracization frorTI SOciety ant! 
inilbility to seCllre f!Ven minimum benefits for disabling 
"'ilr wounds. etc. For many foreign W~·SS volunteers the 

uatioll was flven worse; thf~y often fount! therns[!lves 
r1epriv'~d of thHir citizenship arHI basic civil rights. In 
lIolland for instanc". nearly 50,000 surviving W-SS volun-
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tep.rs (according to on" Dutch SS officer who was cxpellp.d 
from the country aftp.r he tried to speak Ill' for the vet
erans, more than fiO,OOO Dutchmon actually servp.d in 
the Waffen-~SSJ. found thflmselves to he declared "aliens" 
following their release from concentration camps. 

Not only were they no longer Dutch citizens but thflY 

Dutch passport that Dutch W-SS vets are required to 
carry. signifying their "alien" statu!;! 

we", fOrCf!d to carry around il passport Cf~rtifvil1g th"tlI 
as "residellt <lliens." without thp. t~mefits of !lutch citiwn ~ 
ship. It mild" 'luitfl a contrast to the hnrd"s of non- Euro
peans from the Dutch colonip.s who flooded the country 
after the war and gained autOrTlatic citizenshipl In any 
event, many formf!f veterans wnre forenl! to hid" their 
past identities as hnst ns possible if tlioy wishntl to got 
anywhere in s()cif~ly. ()nn former Dutch Waffen-SS volun
teer rose 10 tlw ]nadnrship of a miljor political party 
in parIianwnt befure he was "'~xp()sell" hy ttle usuill dis
information network. 

For those SS soldiers who were incarcflratfld in com rnun
ist countries, thldr lot WiTS an extraordinarily hard onn. 
If thev mana~t~d to survive tht) constant thrnnt of execntion 
or starviltion, it WilS still nOilrly impossihle tt) maintain 
their lmalth. And this resulted in milny pmmilture deaths 
alTlong returnef~S from th!! Gulags of Eastern Ellropf~ 
(and Francn .- whit:h also r;llI hrutal slave lallor OP'!I<TtltH1S 
with SS prisoners'). 

Faced with tht~ WOlst possihk prospncls It] ;!l1 regiHrls. 
a smidl gTnup of vntnralls from tllP. 7th SS 1\1tll. Iliv. "I'Jlnz 
EIIi:nn" illong with tht!ir forrn"r cnrTlrnandnr, Utln KII m T1I. 

!TIet in a 11i1lTlhurg heer cf~llar in U)1!I, with thn aim of 
doing sorru,thing 10 assist their hrnkf~n C()rTIrildC!s. Whirl 
d"vHlopfld wns n ti~ht-knit ~"lf-1H~lp org;rrllz;rtiun (thp-
1!.I.A.G.), which oV'!r the y"ars became highly SIlCCt!SS
ful in pruviding assistilnce to thosfl veterans and thf'ir 
families who nendt~d it, cornhaltin~ th" const<lllt defarni1~ 
lion of the Wafft!n-SS ami sf)(!king out MiA's Find lost 
cOrJlrilde:;. Without ilny whining or cOrtll'lilining. c]lld 
with virtually th!! f~ntirf~ glolJ;ll ""stilhlishnlf'nt" Clgainst 
thHlTl, the vf,tnrans of the Wirfff'n-SS rnanag,!tl to rtdlounrl 
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frolfl dnvastatin~ personal hardships and resume successful, 
worthwhile lives. In the process, through a vigorous publish-· 
ing program, th.!y have also restored the propnr respect
ability due to their former "troop" in the eyes of most 
military prnfessionals and historians. 

What the vet<~raJlS in Germany and Belgium in particlllar 
hav!! accomplished in the !lost-·war y.!ars, in thf! fact) 
of the massive hate and smear camp,Jign ar:ainst them, 
is certainly as admirable in its own way as tilt!ir achieve-· 
ments on the hattlefield! 

llisinforrnation 
(lne of the obstac\l's the velf!rans of th" Wafff!n-SS and 
uther (;"rrnan milItary services (sf,e the pIf!Sent case 
ot Knrt Waldheirn in Austria) have had to contend with 
is a continuous campaign of slanderous disinformation 
cOlldu<:ted by people who are seemingly cursed by an 
(!llllless supply of hatred. A few years back the photo 
sllown hero was "floated" to the world news media as 
il tie-In witll the Cf!ilsless anti-·Nazi/'lI1ti-Arab-Moslem 
propa g'lfId Cl cam pai gn. It is a pIe tt Y ~ood de mons tra tion 
of dlstnrtion at Its finest. 

The original caption read: "Thn (;ranti Milt ti of .Jf!rusalem 
visitIng a Concentration Ccllnp with Adolf Eichrnann," 
and tht~ arrow was put in place to indicate "Eichlllann." 

What th!! photo really showed was an inspection of 
a nH,rniler of SS-Gehirgsj,wger Hgt. n! Dth SS Div. "Hand
scllar" (i.e. Croat 1\1oslernJ. by the Grand Mufti. The 
f1l<lJl id('lItitil~d as "Eichlllilnn" was ttH! cOlllmander of 
a "lIandscllar" medical company, anti thu man on his 
right In tlH! ski cap was a Croatian vetrinarian in the 
dIvision. TIll, corrections were pointed (Jut in the W-SS 
veteran's magazine but it is highly doubtful that any 
retrat:tion was ever made in publications where the photo 
lIIay have appeared. 

I'erspecti ve 
()n a semi-annual ilasis here in the U.S.A., a grilnd howl 
is raised to the high heavens by our "establishment" lead
ers about the endless horrors of "Nazi Atrocities," al
legedly committed some 4(H- years ago and how they 
must always be remembered because they can never 
be "surpassed" and so on and so forth. Of coursp. what 
they never bother stating is that the "Nazi Crimes," even 
in their most wildly exaggeratnd form have long since 

:i 11 (;PllI"'JLI'J No. J\, 

helm s\lrpass(~d many times OVf~r hy tll!) crinws of lntprna-· 
tional Communism. The following figuff!s for tht! "Interna
tional Communist Holocaust" were cnrnpill!r1 by a gr(lup 
of ind.~pendent scholars <Jnd origin,lily rtppeared in the 
French 1·~iga.r:!J:_1\1a Ji'1z.in for I B Nove m hp-r 1!J7 H: 

Victirlls of Communism in thl! tJssn I !l17·7H: !;!J.70t1,IJIlO 
Hed Chinn: f)3,7H4.000 
The KatYII M<lssacre: 10,000 
The Massacre of German Expelh,es and Hefugf!I!S in 

1!J45/46: 2,!123,OOO 
Cambodian Mass;Jt;res: 2,500,000 
Murdf!rs in East Gt]frnnllV, Eastern Europ(' and the 

Baltic Statns, 1945·75: ClOO,UOO 

German POWs after 10. years in Soviet confinement. 
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memorial to the fallen members of the I'innish Volunteer 
Hattali{)n of the Waffen~SS being guarded by present 
day Finnish soldiers' pllite a contrast to "the Bitburg 

~l\1fd"l<; dIU: tu COllllllunist I\gglnssion in other lands: 
500,{HI0 

Total nllfllt»~r of d"<lt!IS __ i1_t_tr.i!)~taJlJ~:_12 __ ~(;oll1ll1\lni';1l1 
(thrnllgiJ ),Ufl l ): 14c,!lI7,OIlIJ 

()t C(JllrSf~ you Can add on a few hllndred thousand at 
Ipast sill'-" 1!l'lK. But dOll't bo\tmr looking tor our news
papEls or polltici,uls to ~o into il frenzy oven thes(~ j ignre<;. 
In fact til(,y would T"thpr not deal with this situation 
at all, since Westf~rn CapitCllislfl and the USA in particular 
played quite a huge role in supporting our "noble" COfll
fllnnlst ,J!lll~s wliil,) they were carrying out thf~ bulk of 
thtdr bntchery, It was U.S. ralions, munitions ilnd 1I10tor 
vl~hicks that enahle'! the mobile NJ(Vll ext,nmination 
squads to Illove ttllough Eurnp'! in the wake of the Hed 
Army and sla1l!,hlln the local freedum fi~hters, an,j that 
is sOfTlething our politicians cannot deal with, Host to 
stick with the nasty "Nazis" ami their alleged misdeeds 
- hut no questions permitted, please! 

Of course W(! IllUst also ignore the fact that it was 
the "Nazis" and tlmir European allies, with the Waffen-SS 
in the vanguard, that carried out the only serious attllmpt 
made to eliminate the world's greatest butchers, the 

terna tionClI COllllllunists l 

One last ligure of note to llIull over Clbout this "hidden 
holocausl." The Corm<ln Armed Forces lost UWi,311i men 
(Including Euwp'!<lll voluntoers) killed in action on the 
Edst'~rn Front, but they lost 1,110,000 men in Soviet 
captivity! Thes(! aw truly the "lost" victims of WWII. 

~xl Issue 
"ome I!lore extended commentary on the despicable 
torwrist actiolls of the OSI/K(;1l in the U.S.A. 

Also forthcoming: The "I'rinz Eugen" Div. in the Front 
lines, Till~ COfTlbat lIistfllY of the 15th Waffen-Grenadier 
Dlv. der SS (Latvia #1). SS Brigade "Shuldt" and the 
Stalingrad Helier Effort, ami much, much more, 

Welcome 
A new stilff 1I1t)lllber of SJ,~grun~)[.1 is MClrk C. Verger, 
whm;e first superlative researdl effort, "The Command 
Huster of the ]1st SS Vulunteer (;renadier Division" ap
pf!arS in thiS issue. Ill' has already turned ill sevl)r;)l re
IllarkalJlu contributiolls for use ill futum issues of Sit:gfllllnll 
and I alll C(!I talllly dehghted to have his eruditn assistallc,~1 

Cemetery, where Rea?,an said he tried to "turn his hack" 
to the graves of the Waffen--SS dead! 

II(~ is also worldnl( OIl a full-sea\!) histtlTy of tlH~ "!1i15 
H(;ich" Div. and is particularly intf~lI~str~t1 111 ohtRining 
photos and t1()CllllJ(~nts on personalitiw; connectf'd with 
that formation. If YOIl e,ln assist him ill any way, 1'1("15') 

contact him at: 
M<1rk C. Ynrger 
H4[, l'h~;lSlln: lid. 
LilnC;lsler 1'/\ 17111)] 

oouoo () n 00 () or)!) {J rJ' , ()' J (j(, () (' (l r) 0 ()() (l () 0 O()(l r)()O 0 0 () 0 000 000 () (\ (~n ,) I) 

CLASSIFIEDS 
-:-:-:---:=:---,---,-~---~------------- -~-

MILITAHY HO()I<LIST is'lI('rj qUlll'tf'l"ly, ov('r fillO till!", 
p!'1' issue. Send $1.110 for foul' isslI!'s to TilE COLLFCTOIl, 
:Ill The Colonudl', Pi!'l"(' lIall, HHlifax IIX 1 ]IlS, IV!'<;( 
YOl'kshir(', (;1"1'111 Ilritnin. [:1'11 
Tf(TMl'l·:-it S'I'f(:KITtS! Any [TI('ssage printfoi\' S2.(1)1 [-
Shirts! SS HurH's or Thor's I!l1lTlrner ' $7.9:; eHch' P,\V., 
!!~r.t SH, !,...J2:~H()~x~'?~~~~J)rllde~\lill(' ~1I1H(;:} I. (.11 t 
FOR SALE: New & used WWlI (some \\f\V!) books. 1 hnv,! 
some very rMe hooks likE' Eric Kern's Dnnc!' of IlentiI, 
PHU! Nell"mIllHI'S Th!' fllllek ~lar('h. \Vn{f;'ll:SS Or(jt:r-;)~r 
Ba t tl(', I)e"(, mt)('rl~14-i:-ci ,::-(Jji;;se-sr.fl(ll1-lolIl'," SAST: 
~ro;:-~u coilliii~,t(:--fis\-to: il1r. Antonio MlInoz, :\ 1 TOWN 

PI., Yonkers NY 1 [)7[)~. [:I~IJ 
oNif-{jjii\--i<lrT(j--il()oks IIn<l Mal',"azines Sale: II1In-,ji'c-,k 

of hooks and IIlllgnzinf's on all types of militllrv Ilnd histor
ical subjects, from ('nrliest timps to tl1e prescnt (lll'nvv 
on \vWll Hnd modPrn). Send large business siz!' # I [) SASI: 
for copy of first pigllt pnge listinf'," (bu\'!'rs will r('''civ!' 
additional lists fret'). Mnny HI'(, in lik(' new 01' ('xc('ll('nt 
condition. 1(IlY ~lc!Tialll, 218--SHa /leech St., fknnin[.;ton 
VT 0,,201. 
,,:x'fENsIVEN E WMiili-il-;'-y-'I(X)-k Clltlll(;i~~1 VII i lahj;::-~I,~-n~ 
Wafren-SS titles. Sf'nd $?.IIII. 'I'll!' lIi c;tory Hooblwp, 
2 TIlf' llroltdwllY, Fr;erll ilal"lwt 1(<1., London Nil :llll' 
(;0' f~l}ll'i l '.0!1: ______________ ~ ______________ _ 
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COMMAND ROSTER OF THE 
31 ST SS VOLUNTEER GRENADIER DIV. r·BATSCHKA") 

FEBRUARY-MARCH 1 945 

('()lllll1:ltldt:r: ()l>erlu'!l>n~r (;USL1V l,olllilard, holder of 
11,,; h:lIlghl'S t:[()SS a III I previous C()mltl;llHIt~r of all SS 
CilVilllV rt)girncnt ilnd tlHl 1t;t1Jan SS Brig,,,le. H.! (:ornplnted 
d dl'llslondl Cfl!1lrrliln,kr's instructional course in Hirsch
I">r~, SrI"Slil III t\\lI~USt 1944, 
t:hwf"ot'Stalf Ila): Stuflllll;lflnfuehrer Ottn Hl~llter. 

il r,~cIIJlEllt of th.! C"rrnall Cross in (;old on 14 Ft~I>Tllilry 

1:).12, Ill! had pmviously servud ilS "la" with the 13th 
SS t'-1tn. Div, "ILulflschar" (Croation Nr. 1). 
l.()f'ISlics Officer (I h): Uberstllfnlfutdm!f Johilnn l,,,hn"T 
lnlf"lIg"nct' (lJfJ'-'':!I~.L~: Ostuf. Cl!rir:lfd l<rallschaar 
Illr Krallsl:har). 

SS Volunlel!r (irenadieT H gt. 78 
(HelorrTlf;d iwrn lire remnants of W;rffen-(;t:hirgs-H~t. 

dl!f ss ;,:J frum till) 2Jrd SS t'-lIn. [liv, "l<ilflla" [t:roi1tian 
Nr. 2),) 

COfl'Ill:llld,;r: ()t",rsturInbannfiwhrnr IIl!rlllann Frirnnlers
cI"rf. who had previously cutnlll<lndl!d the SS PilnZ(!r~nm'l
dit"![ Schoul !l1\it~llschlag." nnar Pra~\H~. 
I. Btl.: Stnoaf. I{nrt Padler. who had previous Iv commandEd 
till; Hq,i:1C(;IIlI,nt Bn, (SS F,d<ir!rsatz Bll. :;,1) of 4th SS 

I'dnz"r~n'nadler llde, "Nelit;rland," 
11. Htt,: lLlllJlbtllrlllfllr;ll!f~r 1':lIlil M;lltfl!; prnvifllls c()nr~' 

!llillllh lJlCln,j,'d a cOll1pany in SS 1nL Hgl. 'I alld 11. Hll./SS ~ 

~'f:;!,;, ,-

IIstuL Maitre. CO Il./SS-Rgt. 'lB. 

MIA 

31. SS~'Frw. Gr. Dlv. "Batscflka" 

41 3qq 
I\[)AMFS, Wilh~lm 
~)') f': (~rt:1l 1~('6. 

f1u::;t"Jll) 
;·;t,Jh If SS Frw. 
Gren.-nyt. 80 
t .. 1J\flH1JH1,1 tfnq;1rn 

Emolem: A 12-point Stag's head, adoptf'd during the 
Division's formation in the Summer of 1944 in the Oat
schka-(;erman f(~)~ion of Southern Slovilkia and Northern 
Hungary. Toe Division aosorbed part of 23. Waffen-Geo. 
Div. der SS "Kama" and the SS I'olizei Rgt. "Ilrixen." 
Otherwise it was mostly ethnic German in composition 
(plus some Reichsdeutsche trainees and officers). 

Pan7p-r~n;narlif)r H I~t. 4 "Or;r Fnehmr." 
Ill. Iltl.: IIst1Jr. TIlf!orlor Clallst!n. who had tr~I,,'f"rr"rI 
to llr,! :I 1st SS Ili'!, frolll :1[11 ss l'anzP-f lJiv. "T'Jtf!llkol'f," 

SS VOlllUlf!l!r (;[(!lIadif!r Hgt. 7!J 

(H,dorlllf~" frolll tll" nmln;lIlts of W,tff"n r;"hiq:s f(~~t. 
(jnr SS :,li/"l<iJlllil.") 

Cllllllllillld'!l: Stllli'lf. Snpp Syr. forlll"rly th" t:()[llfJJ;lllf!er 
()f Wiltlen~(;"hirgs'~H~t. d'n SS :jG. 

I:~~_!ltl.: IIst'l!. Hohf!rt Cloning. prnviouslv th" r.()J~i'ti<;s 
()tfILt!r (lb) on tlrn staff of the "Ilalldschar" DiVIsion, 

11. Ht!.: Stlltraf. EWClld Sdlulllacher; Ire W;lS a pr,;' war 
officur in !tIn (i,;neri1! (Allgullleinn) SS. 
Ill. lltl.: Hstur. Werner Zimmermann; transferrpt! to 
thl! 31st SS lJiv, from the SS Troop Tr:1ining (irollnds 
"l\1oorlagnr." 

SS Volunlf!f!r Grnlladi(![ IIgt. RO 

_C;.Qmrnil!Hler: SlllhaL Hudo!f S(:/ronn. 

!.,..JltL: S tu haL Ill~ !mu t Gan tz. 
l.!:.J!tl.,: St:1ndartenfllehrm (.)) Ilans KlIrt Kanstm;r. 

lIL_Btl._: Ifs"" ilS a TfJplaCelllent unit at this Urnf!; com· 
mander not known, 

SS Volunteer Artillery H gt. 31 
(Heforrner! from the remnants of Waffen'Gebirgs'~Artil
lerie-Hgt. der SS 2:1.) 

'<::,()_mma!ldf,r:: Not known; possibly Stubaf. (rp-serve) Kar! 
Dolmen. 

I,,--~)etaclJ!TJf!nt: StuhClf. Kar! Dnlrnen. who wag th(~ previous 
command,,! ut Waffen-Artillerie'-Hgt. der SS 2:1/"l<arna." 
It:. Ilel:l';lirnf'nI: Hstuf. .Joser lCrlillralfllllf;r; he had lorrn"rlv 
CO!llmdllllt!d Ill. Ilf!!achrnt!ntlSS Artill,!ry Hgt. :!/"IJas 
Heich" Iliv. alld had rec(,jvr~d tlln (;"fllIar; Crlls~ in Colt! 
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(1I1·1 .JUllC< 1;1,\<1. 
Ill. Ikt<li'lill1l'nt: Stllbaf. Jnli<lnrws NUllg,!!Jallur, who had 
Irilll,fn1!!d III th" divisllln from the SS t\rliih!ry Hnplace
ment H g 1. 

!\J.:.lh~t;!<·lil1".'IlI: ilstuf. HallS j)olt!!rwuich. 

SS Vohlltl!:er Fusili"f Btl. :11 
(This 11111t p"rflJfllIcd Ih" duli!!s ()f a rl!C()IlIl<liSS<lIlCf' lif,
laclillll'n( ;lIld "'a, rdlJrrm,d froll! th" f()rlllwnts ul SS 
Hf!Lt:f~ I)!'tdch!T)(~llt ?J/"KarIla"; it 
bv th" 111I1I"" ClJrrllllClrlll"r of 
contaln"d IUlIr Lililll);!Ilil!s.) 

W;IS IHIS';i bly c()nlllland,~d 
th,) cadr" (,lnmuIll Mid 

SS VoinnttrE:r Anti tank 1l"lachllwnl. :11 
(TillS U1111 c(1I1';)stl!d 1)1' thrr"r ulITlpani!1s reform"r! lrol1l 
tilt' rnnldll1S 01 SS /\ntl .. tilnk 1)p-tal:illllIJl1t :~:l.) 

C'llllIIIalld"r: Stllbaf. 1\IIJ"rt Lalltlw"hr, wlios" prf:ViOllS 
I.IlllIllIdll'is illl:lud"d tlw An I i "[;1Il k I)I! t at: hill "11 ts of the 
"j)as Hf~/( h," llPTlflZ Fugt~111! (JIld !1I\;-una" SS D}visions. 

SS Voiullflr"r Signals ll"tach1I1trnt :11 
[Hejofllwd trolll 111f~ SS SI,l~II;tls IJut. ~:l.) 

(:()IlHI,;,1HII;r: Ihtul. (1"servl~1 I\lbr,rt I{eirllilnfl. 

;;S Voilllltet:[ EllgilH"~[ Btl. :11 
(C()n'l,till~ lit thn'" L<)(ll\lalli"s. tlli,; b;lt Lllioll W;j'; ]'Id orlllf,d 
frolll SS I:ng. Ht!. ~.l/"Karna.") 
COIllIll;llllln: Stuh;l!. I!"rrllallll Uttll, pn~vi[)Il,;ly I.lll~ corn-· 
lllClIHier 01 SS Eng. Ht!. i:l. 

Ofnnlt~llts 

Ilelrnllt (;;lI1tz and IlanS-Kurt Karrstne[ are lisll~d in thf: 
I\larch l~q:i editioll of §.tell(!nl<(!s(:tzur~gslistl~ d(IT Watfiln
§.S, bllt did nol app(~ar ill thl! J)innstalteriislt: of October 
and Novrlllll~lr 1:),.4. As no d;;((I .... ·(·ir-.. -p[(}-ril(ltion appoars 

with tlll'ir cOllllllanri listin!; they may have transfurlilri 
10 tlie Walfl!ll-SS 1rorn ttl(r Army, or surra: otirer organiza" 
tion. alkr .Januilry l:l4:i. Knostlllrrls r;ll1k is possibly 
il rllist;r1((~ since he olltranks his CO! Tire 1:145 St"ll(~nl",s'rt 
plllgslistfl glvfls thf! unit terms for tlHr :list SS IlI'l. as 
il it wl'l'e all SS mountain division. This is incorrect. 
Th'l lTllstake is due to the SS-Fl!A rncords listing the 
cadrf! Ul1lts IWIIl thl! 2:lrd SS l\ltn. Iliv. "fClllla." 

In Iip"iI 11]'<5. ,,,,th rnllltJr'y di,;aster threaten,nq (~erfTlJn'l. 
a Slroup uf ufOUfld LO Bul~~arian Warren -S~-i volurlteers 

led by GolaJ. l<lJ~ta Karan"schev desp-rted from the flulqal-ian 
'unteer Ryt. of the Waffen .. ~:i~; at the Doller!,heim 

.• 1I1lf"] camp. Ii mixed Bulyarian-i3errllan contin~lent 

unoer Idaf.-Hstuf. Ivanov was sent out to track t.hem 
down. Tt.)e deserters were rounded up after a brief firefight 
in which three of their number were killed. Several 
of the captured ITlen were then shot by other Bulgarian 
I"d .. (iS soldiers as punishment for their actions. The whole 

,ode deeply demoralized the entire regiment which 
sllortly thereafter was broken up and its battleworthy 
members assi gned to assorted batt I e-yr oups as .. tank 
destroyers. " 

lV1any Bulgarian [is men later surrendered to the Ameri
cans but they were not forcibly repatriated to their home .. 
land wher e the newl y installt!d GUfTlfTlunist reyirne was 

busy slaughter'lIlg 5U111e I OU.ODO Bulgarian patriots. 
- § -

Waffen·<3turmr.annfl.H.,hrer Purpeters Talival. orirlinally 
a bookseller from F<ilJ<.l. Latvia [born fj February HJ 13). 
served as a detachment commander in the SS Artillery 
F~qt. III while It WClS assigned to the 2nd Latvian SS Bri .. 
gade. I ie was listed as missing-in-actiun near Utogusch. 
Russia In f ebru<.lry 11l44. 

- § -

Stubaf. Alber! l.andwdH (center, behind p'~nnanr t){',uprl, 
CO of SS Anti-tank DN. 31. 
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THE 4TH SS-POlllEI DIV. KAMPFGRUPPE 
ON THE ORANIENBAUM FRONT 

For a iEW wf~nks in lat.) l!},U/carly l!J,H the 4th SS--Poliwi 
I'dIlZ!lr,;rtnladll'r j)iv. provid(!d a task forcll to h.~lp contain 
tilt) Sovll~t-h(;ld Oranienhallfll sCllicnt to th.~ WIlSt of Lenin
(;r;,t!. For fllnch of th.~ y()ar UJ4:1. the SS-I'olizei Div. 
was in a pror:"ss of mforrnatlOn whIle at the saIne time 
prO'/!(IIIl~ tJattlt)-r;r()ll)!S to serve Oil buth the northern 
and SOllthtHn portions of the Eastern Front. Thl! SS'-Polizei 
Div. K'ifTlptgrnppe assigned to the OranienlJalJfIl Sf!ctor 
c(Jnsist"d ()f the bulk of (tIe core segment of th() 4th 
ss fJlv. that had been left in placn on th.~ L.)ninlirad-Tossno 
front. 

(Ill ~4 Octoher 1 !H] this KilrTlpfgrllppll earnn uIHkr 
UII' (:(lIl1rTl'Hld of ()stllbaf. Fri.)drich-Will}(~llll !lock and 
conLlilled the following units with troop strnngths: 

(lffk,,!'s NCOs 
SLlff SS l'oLl'z.c;r.Hgt.3 Il 20 

Mell 
102 
20'1 
:113 
2!IO 
:Jl:J 
1 12 

H.,,:onnaissance lh)tachnlf!nt 
I.Hn./SS I'nl.Pz.c;r.Hgt.2 
1-l!n./SS- Pol. Pz.Gr. Hgt.3 
III.Bn./SS-pol.l'z.Gr.Hgt.1 
I :1 . ( : (J. / S S - 1'0 I • I' z • Cr. H g I . :3 
I ,1 . C (). / S S - 1'0 I . P z . G r . H g t. :1 
SS-Artillerie Hg!. 4 (Part) 
Engineer Cn. (SS Eng.Bn.4) 
FI"k Detachment (fwrTl SS Flak 
2nd Co./SS Anti-tank Dl!t. 4 

Ut; t .4 ) 

(j 

7 
H 
!l 
3 

22 
2 
H 
:~ 

Sl~nills Co. (from SS Signals 
SllPp I Y b Support troops 

Ih~t.4) 1 

Tolal stn~ngth: 

Sum total: (all ranks) 
• = in,: llldinv, 11 Ifiwis 

11 - I :t 
U2 

4t, 
fj:I 
::lH 
75 
17 
11 

122 
fi 

45 
14 

Ilfi 
Gl5 
10f, 

10!) 
2(, 120 
4] ISf)* 

5'lli 2, 7n7 
],425 

On I!J N()Velflb'!r !!H3 this tilsk force was officially 
tlt!l~d the 4. SS-I'u!. Pz. Cr. KarnpfgrllPP". At 14:IIU on 
2·1 NO'lember tile comrnand of the main portion of ttw 
t,,1I tle->!roup. organized as SS"l'o!. Pz. GL Hgt. :1 and 
conslstlllg of ti(e wgilllenta! stat[ and tht~ thlf'I' Panzer
u,len;"lier h,lItalwns, was ilssurned by Stuh"f. Wilhelrn 
illt,trich, who had just finished I.~ading another I'olizei 
IJlvislOn Kampf!4fllppC that had served with Army C;roup 
S<lU t h. (J n till) sallle d" y t h.~ task force was ordewd to 
the OLlllienbauln FlOnt. 

At tlte same tinH~ tl\l~ Panzergrnnadil!r battalions were 
lfmurnh"II)d ilnd officially incorpOralf)d into SS-Po!. Pz. 
Gr. H gt. :1 as follows: 

Ill. ISS-Pol. PI.. Cr. Hgt. I beca«j(~ I./SS-I'o!. Pz. Cr. 
Hgt. :t 

I./SS·l'uL 1'1.. (;1. Ilgt. b('C;lIlH~ II./SS· 1'()1. I'z. (;1'. 
11 r: t. :t 

L/SS Po!. I'z. Cr. Hgl. :t I)()canll~ III./SS I'(d. 1'1.. Cr. 
H!4t. :1. 

rhe 11. Bn. und(![ llstuf. llansfn was ordered to proceed 
to Il},ltllltzy (Vlil (;atschina, J<rdsSnO)" Sulo and Hopscha). 
Tbl' I. H/(. was to h" sent to Kaporjn (via Gatschina, Kipen 
dnd Ih":UllltZY). Th.~ Z:!'ith and 2,11h 1nl'. DiVISions WI~re 
to L,k" over the the hattle-grollp's fOffllf)r pOSitions. The 
l\'lflll'r~rUppt) c011lmand elelllellts W('in to h.~ quartered 
In tI", lollowing towns: 

!Iq Stall in KO[J()JW 
,\rtillr'lv Hgt. SLit t in PO(][)SVdnje 
SS-I'll!. 1'1. l;r. Hgt. :J Staff in (;ross Koporki. 
Th.! Ill. Uet;ll:hlllt;nt/SS-pu!. Art. Hgt. 4 Idt for its 

nl~wly ,lssif:lwcj ama on ;W Novf)lllber alld it was followed 
bv tll<~ EngIneer Co. and the Flak lJ')(;lchml!nt. Helocation 

movements continllnti as plannnd for the next sevp,ral 
days ilidf)d hy cloudy skies and little or no ellemy ilir 
Hcti'litv. Following a quiet nir,lit thn wmaindf~r of ttH! 
l(all'pf~rtIPPf~ on Itll! Tossno front received son,,! har<lssin~ 
artillery fill! on 2~) Novemher nnd responded in kind. 
But this did not stop III./SS--Pol. 1'2. (;r. Hgt. :1 from 
moving ont for the Oranif)nhauTll sector. By the next 
day Star. Hock had estahlishnd the Kilmpt'grUpp.! !IQ 
ilt Lutschki Iwar Koporje and the reloc<1tion mOVe11lnllt 
was dCf~Tlled COlTlplel.!!. 

On the ()rilni(~nb'lllflJ Fr()nt the bnt tle-group's lines 
began on the coast of the Gulf of Finlillld and encompassed 
the southwest portion of thn pocket, running from K.nnlJv() 
in n sOllthf!<lstt~rly dirnctiun to the northern part of (;or
hnvizy. The f(ilTllpfgruppe lIQ had taken over <1 srn;]11 
cluster of huus!!s in Lutschki for its use, whi!n Iht! staff 
of SS-Po!. Pz. Gr. Hgt. :3 wound up in KInin (Small) KOjlorki 
instnad of its larg"r twin village. The comnlilllrl post 
of Ill. Bn. nnrif)r StUlJilf. lIohlwcin was set up in the woods 
about 1 J km from the regimnntal IIQ. This hat talion 
held down the hattl<)-group's left Wing. 

The Cf~ntf!r of t1w lines W()re mnnnerl by fistuf. !!nusez's 
lI. Bn., which had its "ommnnd post <lhOllt 21 km southeast 
of the regilTJental Ii(J in a "worknr's house" along a stretch 
of Um L'~l1ingrad r;lilway line. The IIQ of the Artillery 
Hgt. (which consisted only of Ill. Detachment with i, 
8 clTld 9 Batteries <1IHI IV. Det<lchmnnt with 5, 6, 10 amI 
11 Hatt()fir!s), was in PodOS'fanj(), but WilS switchnd to 
the vicinity of thf~ f(ampfgrllppe HQ once properly fortified 
bllnknrs had IH~ell prnpared. 

The "OlTJnl'llHI post of 1I1./SS- Art. Hgt. 4 was in Cross 
(Large) f(oporki, not r;]r from the II() of SS--Pol. Pz. Cr. 

Hgt. 3. This detaclllTlent hnd 6th Battery ilttached to 
it for part of Ih.~ month of fJncemher. Ttl() Kampfgrllppe's 
right-hand Ilf)ighhor was the 10th Luftwaffe Field Div. 
which <llong with !lth LW Feld lJiv. held down tht! lest 
of tht! Oranienballm perimeter to the east. At this timn 
the entirn front sector was mlalively qui.!t. 

Most of the If)rrain in the Poliwi-f(arllpfgruppe iJrp'l 

$$-- Polizei Division troops. 
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was flat and consisted of small fomsts with intermittent 
Illarshes .lJ1d meadows. The actual frontiines were lightly 
held through n seril~s of strongpoints surrounded by wouden 
pallsatlt~s nnd work parties were kept busy around the 
clock building up the fortifications. Despite the calm 
[or perhaps because of itl). a Suviet offensive aimed 
at relll~villg Leningrad was ilnticipiltl~d. As il nlsuit the 
Cerman Army Iligh Comlllilnd sought to reiflfOICl~ thf~ 
Oranienb:tulrl Front thrOll!;h lI()periltion Ltwtzow": 1.I\f~ 
transler to that Sf~ctor of the rww Ill. SS Pz. Corps ((;"r
m'lIllC) fTOIll Croatia. Althrn\i;h this was a t()P--Sf~Crf)t 
undertaking the SS-Police troops on the Oraninnbaum 
Sf,ctOT soon got wind 01 it from a motorcycle ITInssf~ngl!r 
wilo had SI)(Jttl,d Gruf. St"iner (the Corps' COIlHlland"ri 
illlll hIs 'lIlvanC!) commando Visiting the front lines. 

Stelnt~r was quickly followed by tlte iJulk of tlw SS 
Artillery H~t. I J/"Nunlland." which heC<llIlfo tll(! new 
right-hill1d J",il~hb()r of the Polizei Div. Karnpf I(rtlppe 
wlth its Hr) set-up at Kirnva. On 13 !),)cell1her, the hat tle
group ;1IIt1 thl' ~Ittl anti 10th LW Felt! llivisioI1s wnln all 
suhordinated to Ill. SS l'z. Corps and Oil 20 [}ecllrn!J(!T 
tlll~ "ntlT" J 1 tit SS Iliv. "Nortlland" entert!(1 the Ir()ntIiIH~s 
',dw"t~n th" SS-Poiizei Kilmpfgruppe and thn I.uflwaift) 
,lvislllns. The l;ltter two divisions fO!lad th(JlllsI~lvt~s 
pushed into slllall front sectors farther to the e'lst. 

It WilS next learned that th() other components of the 
Ill. SS Cmps, 4th SS Assault Brle. "Nederlilntl." was on 
its wav frlllll Croatia to assume the !'oliz,)i--KarnpfgrtlPI)/) 
,,-;pctor. l1NndnrL"IIlli'S'1 ativ:::lncf! eit!rtlt!nts arriv(~d hetWt'f!Il 

CIllistrnas and Nllw Year's IJay an'! began [JLtkinl; [Jr',!"ll,] 
lions for the transll~r o[ t1lP. area to thl) Dutch 'HId f~thnir:
GflTlllfln voluntet~rs. Thn Ill. Det./SS--AH 4 Ind hy lIsttlf. 
Schllletnr found itself ind'~finitely ilssiRn(~d to tltH "N",I(~r
land" Bde. which was still lacking fln artillery ell!lllf~nt 
(its own artillery detachment was still in training). 

By the end of the year UiIJ3 the SS-I'o\. Ili'l. l(;lrllpf
gruppe strength had risen (dun to [f)c()vered w'lIl1ldt)d 
and replacerTl(~nh) to the follOWing totals: I J 1 of fi<:<~rs. 
flOl NCOs. 4,O:d rnnn for R sum totill of S,flfi7 illl ranks. 

After a period of VAry Iil tie comhil! ilctivity tlw iJattie
grollp began pulling out of the frontlinfls on 1\ J,lnuary 
to be replacnrl by "Nederland" units. Over the lH,xt few 
days tlw SS P"lice troops would bf~ tr.1nsportnd 1 TOm 
Kotly back to the Volkhov Hivnr sector. The last I<ampf
grul'pe elr~rnnnts reached Babino on Ill" Vo)khov on III 
January lD44. The soldiers of the battle-I~rn\lp we[f~ 
then inserted platoon-hy-platoon into thn [rontiilll! posi
tions of the ~lfith 1nL lliv., which W<lS hning withdJdwrl. 
Only 1I1./SS-l'o\. AI{ 1\ (I)ntachtlllmt "Schludcl") relll.lined 
hehind on the ()ranif~nhal1ll1 Front and it would Ilt~VI~r 
rejoin thn SS-I'olizni Div_ IH,ing fully incorpor,tlf!tl illstt""i 
into the SS Art. Hgl. :;'1 of tit" HN(~d"rland" Bd". dlld 

Ili vision. 
For wltat Hext It'q'I'''lI,,d nn tlte {)r;lI1i(~n\J'l(}1ll Fr!1nt 

see the hook Narvi1 1:/<11. Tltn furthnr ilctiOHs of tlln 
SS-l'nlizei Div.- l<afllpf~~r\lppe will he wcollnted in f\ltun~ 
issues () f ~J(u~ru ne!!. < 

-------------~----~----------.---~-----.----~-----.--.--- --~-.---.~." .... ~--~.-.--------~"-----~ 

SWISS AND LIECHTENSTEIN SS VOLUNTEERS 

As of I ~1;!V 1 :)'10, 6:-, Swiss citizf~ns were s"rving in l\lf~ 

Wdtt"n-SS <IS follows: 
St'''''tl III t Ilr~ SS-"V" Ilivision (five Iistet! as ,~thl1ic e"r-

nldllSI; 1~ in SS· "VT" ICpldCllllulnt units; 14 in tite SS
"TUtt'llKopt" Dlv.; U; ill the SS-"Totnnkopl" Standart'~n 
'pigltl listed as ethlllc C(~rlllansi; 1'1 ill tlte SS "Polizei" 

,'I. leight listed as ethnic (;t,rlll;tnsi. 
As ut 15 .January JD42 a total ut IYi Swiss and Liechten

S\t'11l v!1lunl<:llrs were listl"! ou the rosters o[ various 
Watfl'n-SS unils. 

i\ hOlls" , localetl at Panoramastrasse 11 in Stuttgart. 
s'~rved ilS a welfare office for Swiss anti Liedltensleiner 

luntners. TtlfOUghout the war years it processed or 
_,sls!cd some I,SOO peopi(~ of thoSI) nationalities who 

had crossnd the borders tfor the most part illegally). 
to offer their servicns to the (;nrlllan Hflich. The first 
administrator uf this facility (known as the "I'anorilma
heilu") was the Swiss SS-Ostuf. Alfred Nlkles. lie was 
replaced by a fellow countryman in October lB42, a 
31-year-old SS-Uscha., named llenno Schaeppi. Sch<leppi 
had been the propilganda leader for the Swiss--Fascist 
NatlOflal Front Party bt!fow he left for Germany in May 
UI:l:I. When he returned home in .July lil:l~I. Sch<lf!ppi 
fouut! that the Swiss l40vernlllent was after hinl for having 
en~aged in "anti--dnrt1ocratic ilctivlties"; 011 I his trumped 
lip charge he was jailed for four 1llOllths. The f!XpCrl<'llce 
embit tt'ted Sellaci'pi and he left Switzerland for good 
afkr illS rtdt!dSt~. rt!turning to Stuttgart. 

On 15 March 1:141 Bf~nn() Schaeppi nnlistf!tl in tlte Waf
ffln--SS, stressing his journalist crntlnntiaJs <lIH! he was 
assigned to lhl~ "ll<1s HI!lCh" lJiv. as a war reporter. Follow
ing a stint of fifdrl sl!rvice. Schanppi SI)t up a puhlicity 
ilgency to olmrate in conjllnction with t.he SS "(;t~rlllallic 
Voiuntenr" rn':rlJitin~~ olliCf~. Iln then was placed in 
charge of th(~ "I'anoralllaheilll" in October 1!J'12 and held 
lhis post until March 1!144 whf!n hn was rep!aCl,,1 by the 
Liechtenstein voluntrJer Sepp Naegle. 

Schaeppi then went on to attend an officer's training 
course ilt SS-JS "Toelz." lie ~rilduatnd in Novemher 1:14,1 
and WilS sent to join the Ill. SS Panwr Corps (l;ermanici 
in Latviil, when! he was placed in charge of the Corps' 
War Reporter COlIlPilllY· 

Following th,! war, Ilenno Schileppi WilS repatriated 
to SwitzerlilIlll, where he was placed on trial for "treason" 
[or having collaborated with the "Nazis" and tlltlS threaten
ing Swiss secuJity. lie was fountl ~uilty. of courSf'. ,11111 
sentenced to I fi ynars in prison. To say tht! lEast tlte 
trI<l1 of Swiss "ctJllaIHlratms" were controveJsial anti 
attracte(! il Significant <1'~gn~t~ of opposition. But it was 
not of llluch IH'ip to the dnfnntlants. llt~lIno SI,h;1t'ppi's 
sentence was finally COllll1ltlted <lnd hn was rtdeilscd 
frulll prison on I AUf',ust l'I:1Ii. 

'. 
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FI.AK DETACHMENTS OF THE 
v. SS MOUNTAIN CORPS 

I. ss Flak I\hteilung JO~i/!i05 
Un I! July I ~)ILI the Watfell--SS (;elll~r<ll Command iluthori
zt:d th" formation of the V. SS Mtn. Corps (otficially 
tJackd;llecl to be in I~ffl~ct as of I ,July UJ.!:I) to control 
ttll~ dispositIOn of thl! 7th and l:lth SS Mtn. Ilivisions 
("Prinz Eugen" and "Ilalldschar"). As pint o! the "Corps 
Troops" est<lulishnH~nt, a Flak detaclwwllt with the Fidd 
!'ost numb!!r SG .](iG WClS ordered to commence forming 
ilt the I\lilowitz Military Traillin~ C;rollnds n("lf I'rilgue. 
The d"t;j(:hrnl~lIt structure was to ue as follows: 

Stalt/Stalf H;dtery 
1st H;ltt£~ry: NilJt~ 3.7 cm fTlP.dium Fl;,k ~uns 
2nd HClttery: Four B.B cm heavy Flak f{UllS 

:lrd Battery: Four B.B cm heavy Flak guns 
4th H;!ltl~IY: Four Il.B cm heavy Flak !!,uns 
One Ii::;ht nrtillery transport column WIth 20--ton trucks. 
The entiw dntachm!Hlt was to he motorized. From 

th(~ hnginning there were shortages in trained personnnl, 
w'~ap()ns and equipment to overcome, and suhsequently, 
when thn unit was sent to join V. SS Corps in the Mostar 
an~a of Yugoslavia in October UJ43 it cOllsistnd of only 
the first tiuep. batteries and a trnnsport column. On 
2;: October ]94:3 the unit recIJived the official title of 
SS--Flak A hteilung 105 (all of the separate specially con
tingents aSSigned to V. SS Corps initrally hore the "IU5" 
ID number in tht~ir titJ(~s). 

SS Flak Abt. IU5 was first deploynd for anti--aircrrIft 
dutil~s around Split, YUf',oslavia in No'mfllh(jr-'Llt~celllher 
UH3. In .January l!l44 the detachnwnt serv(~d around 
Sk()l'ljl~-Nisch and did coastal guard Iluty at [)ubrovnik 
and the llf~arby offshore Islands. The 1st Battery was 
stationed on the island of Brac. ()n 22 January an evalurI
tion report by the cOlTlmand stalf uf V. SS Curps noted 
an improvement in the uverall training and demnanor 
of the Fldk detachment but also lTlentioned that it still 
suffered frolll a shorta~e of NCOs and motor vehicles. 

From February to June I~J44 the det,u:hlllent was Tf!spon
sitJle tor the air defense of Mostar. Then on 22 June 
a restructullng and reformation was ordt!red for the 
unit. It was temporarily removed from the rostnr of 
V. SS Corps "TIOOPS" and made il speCIal formation of 
the SS t>lalfl Adfllinistrativn (}tficn (SS-FifA) ill Berlin, 
wInch meant that it was answerable to the W-SS High 
COlllm;wd rather than to the Corps Commander. 

On 1 July Ul44, SS- Flak Abt. 105 was upgraded to 
tlw SS--Flak Aht. 505 with ttt(! addition of the 2nd (3.7 
cm) and :lrd (tl.H cm) Flak Batteries frol1l SS-Flak Abt. 
717th SS Mtn. lliv. "1'10." The new unit was no longer 
to be iln integral part of V. SS Corps, but was simply 
to be attached to it at the direction of the SS-FilA. The 
structure for SS--Flak Abt. 50S WilS as follows: 

Staff/Stall Battery 
1st Battery WIth nine 3.7 cm Flak gUllS (ex--1./SS-Flak 

105 ) 

2nd Batt(ny with nine 3.7 cm Flak guns (ex-2./SS-Flak 
7) 

:lrd Battery with six B.H cm Flak guns and Cl light Flak 
(2 CI1I) platoon (ex-:3./SS-Flak 7) 

4th Bdttery with six 8.8 cm Flak guns anll a light Flak 
(2 cm) platoon (ex-4./SS-Flak 105) 

5th flatterv with six ILl! cm FIRk guns and a light Flak 
(2 ern) platooll (ex-3./SS-Flak 105) 

6th Ball<~ry 2 ern fllulti-barrelcd Flak guns (otl!!!! dntails 

lacking) 
All of tlw ilhove (~I"rnents were motorized. 
From ;~2 June to Octohnr 1!144, thr, new SS-Flak Aht. 

50;) WilS rnsponsi hlt~ for ;)ir 'lHd ground sncu ri tv on the 
])illrnatioIl coast nl!;1f [Jllhrovnic and the il1lnlf~rliate off
shore islands of Brac, [)vrIr ;ll1d Korcula. Part of the 
job WilS tlm prevf~fltion of "partisan" landings on the islands. 
I\ir de!'ense dlltins were carried Ollt in the M"tkovic, 
Mosl;if and Imotski areas. Mobiln, comhat ready SS Flak 
troops were also used to prItrol ;ll1d guard the highwav 
and rail lines that ran from Brod to Sflrajnvo, l\1ostflr 
and Trebinjn. The detachment was specifically assignnd 
the task uf kenping the roild to Jahlanica free of terrorists_ 

In the night of 29/30 June 1 !144 the SS Flak Ba t tnry 
from SS-Flak Abt. 5U5 that was commanded hy Ostuf. 
Hacke succeeded in sinking an enemy gunboat after Cl 
heavy nxchange of fire near the harbor of Koreula. Thl~ 
deed won the unit a commendation. From 29 September 
to 11 October 1944 a portion of the detachment was 
engaged in ground defensive fighting in support of the 
7th SS Mtn. Div. "Prinz Eugen" on two sides of the city 
of Nis (or Nisch} and to the east of the line running 
from Zajecar to I.eskovac through Knjazeva and !lala 
Palanka. On 11 October an SS Flak combat troop mClin
t<linnd blocking positions on the Knj<lzev<l-Svrlig road 
while attached to the Ill. BII./SS Mtn. Hgt. 13. Soon after
wards the Flak troops began covering the "I'rinz Eugen" 
reloc<ltioll movements behind the l\1orava Hiver. 

On 12 Octoher, Flak troops from SS-Flak I\ht. SOS 
assigned to SS-Karnpfgrllppn "f)eutsch" of thn SS t>1tn.Hgt. 
13, fouf',ht otf a Hed Army tank attack to the south of 
J<ocaac, dnstroying five tanks but losing two of its own 
guns ill the procI!ss. After participating in thn dnf.msn 
of Nis, an "BB" hattnry from th(~ dnt,lt;hIllf~llt t£)ll~ht ill 
the battle for f)uhrovllik and shot down two (~IWl1Jy pl;ll1()S. 
From 20-2'1 Oc;toher, the I\etachment t.ook part in rf'tro
grade fiv-hUng against thn Chetniks (Hoyal YlI~oslav 
guerrillas), during the pllllback from Duhrovnik and in 
the driv(~ on NaUfll-Metkovic. 

During NovemllP.r and Il(~r:.~mhl~r the detal;hrlH~nt re
located from CClpljina and took up firing positlOns on 
the so-callf]d "Ivan's Hidge." The SS Flnk troops also 
provided security for the roads and rail lines Clnd air 
protection for military construction workers from the 
"Organization Todt." Un 23 iJecemher, a hattery was 
sent hy rail to Jalbinca whine it provided air cover until 
the 28th; in the proc(~ss it had shot down (1 ffBoein~ Fort
ress" on 24 ])ncernber. On the 28th the battery helpf!d 
in the effort to free the Jalbanica--Sarajevo rcdl line. 

In the course of the year Ul44 SS-Flak t'\ hI. 505 was 
credited with downing snven <lircraft and destroying 
five t;Jnks and a gunboat. Its most v<lluilble contribution 
m<ly well have been in its close comhat support for "Prinz 
Eugen" mountain troopers. Throughollt must ot Januilry 
IH45 the detachment was enga~ed in provltling air and 
ground cover in tll{) Sarajevo-Bosnian lJrut! Hrea. On 2:1 
January 1,J15 tll.) unit assembled with other "Corps Troops" 
in its old security area in preparation for the transfer 
of V. SS Mtn. Corps staff and troops to Army Group 
"Weichsel./I I\t this time a significnnt numher of '~thni<: 
l;errllan per~()llnul desertf!d. 

Hail transport bnclc to C;!~rrnrIllV Ilf!r!an Oll :11 J;Jf1lHHV 
I!J4:) alii I in the first part of l;ehruary, tro()P tr,tlllS carrying 
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V. SS Mtn. Corps el{~nlf~nts began arriving in the vicinity 
of Frankfurt-on--t he-Odnr. On 28 Fe bIuary. the last part 
of thn detachment. 4th Battery. lelt Bosnia for the Oder. 
travelling from Bosnian Brod through Za~n! h. CiIIi. Mar
burg. Graz. Hutlweis. Pra~\JI). Aussig. Goerlitz. \.otttJllS 
and f\luellrose. Frorn 10 Fdlfuary to 14 April. tile deta<:i,
ment was engaged in delensivfJ fighting to thi! south 
of Frankfurt-on--t he-()der. het wncn Zil tCIl,lorf and Br il~s-
kow; the unit !I() was located in Mllcllrosc. 

From 10 to 17. Febl\Iary. the detachment was assigned 
to assist the 391st Illf. Div. tlurillg the battk to contain 
the SDVlflt lnidgehl!ad to the! north of Fuerstenberg. ()n 
15 and ifj February it provided Sllp[l()rt during the effort 
to rega1l1 Fllerstl!nberg. On 1 March UJ4!;, firing positiuns 
were taken up hetwlH!11 Brieskow and Finkenherd to support 
an atta,-k ainH'ti at eliminating an enemy penetration 
in the SOllttwast part of the town of Vogelsanf;. 

From J<l to 10 April, SS-Flak Abt. 50:) was engagn<l 
in battling off battalion stmngth Soviet attacks. At tilues 
hano-tn-hand fi~hting raged for tht! firing positions and 
0' detached platoon was entirely lost. On the 17th tmavy 

;ing raged for the Soviet bridf;chead across the Odf!r
Spree Canal near Hautenkranz as the g[(Jat Heel Army 
spring offensive was now in full swing, From 18 to 20 
April th,jre was more defmlsiv{l fightin~ in the Muellrose
Beeskow ama during which the detachment was furced 
to destroy its remaininli Flak f;uns. The personnel were 

erted into infantrymen and were incorporated into 
n:" SS--Kampfgruppe "Fischer." On the 22nl1 a gmwral 
withdrawill to the west began from the Lil~herose-'llecsk(Jw
Spree llne and on 2H April the remnants uf the detachment 
disbrtnded in the ilalt)() Pucket and each man was le! t 
to his own de'liu,s to escape from the inferno. Nee!lIess 

to say, many dIdn't. 
At its peak strength in 1~144, SS-Flak Abt. 50,) consisted 

of fuu! heavy battcrii!S each with six H.B cm guns, two 
hght battenl!s ea!:h with twelve 2 cm guns, an,1 0Ili! IIwd
iUIlI hattl~ry with twelVi! 3.7 CIll guns. Although authorized 
to cont<lin I.ZOO men, the detachment actually eX[;lJ,)<l(!d 
this 1"1\.;\1[1), numbl!ring 1,:l~):' men of all ranks at onf] 
point, inclutllIlg :12 utficers, 146 NCOs and J ,177 enlist(!tI 
ml!n. Tll,~ six batteries bore the Field I-'ost nundmrs !11i 

4Gti A-F. 
Th" dnt,l<:hr1H!nt command(!r throughuut mnt:h of its 

exist,llIc" III as Stllb"f. Tolllen. Other otficers included 
(lstuf. liad,(), lJstut. Dehnn and Ostllf. Wdller ilo<ll<n;, 
who was awarded thl! 1[(111 Cross, 1st Class un 2" Fehruary 

Staff of the SS Motor Vehicle School In Vienna. The school 
commander was SS-Oberfuehrer Arthur Nebe. the officer 

1'14:,. On that same date an NCO from thl! dntachmr'nt. 
t Ischa. llnillTich Sr:hlnssl~, rncnivl,,1 t hn Iron (; TOSS, 2nd 

Class. 

I!. SS- Flak A bll)i\ung 5S0 
I\t the nnd of I!J~'I a S1lf!cial-usl) SS Flak !1t)tachIlH,nt 
was auth()rizl~d tn aSSf)l1lhl(! in Munich. drawing "po" 
tIoopS frolll thl' SS Ftak Training and HnplaCI)l1wnt l\gt. 
that was stiltiorlf)<\ thnre. 1\s formation was COfllptetf)d 
hy 11 January l~I'F,. at which time the regimel1Lll COnl

rnan<l'~r, Os tu bar. [J i rlla gel. r;ert if il,,1 its readilwss for 
use. The dntactlnlf:nt's structnrn was <IS follows: 

1st Battery with six B.B ell' [:Ink guns 
2nd BilUery with nine :1.7 cm Flak guns 
3rd B<1ttery with twelve 7, cm Flak ((lIns 
4th Battery with twelve 2 crn Flak guns 
One light Flak transport column 
Detachment Commander: flstuf. Loes<:l1lligg 
Adjutants: Ustur. Schwarz. Ustuf. Koehl 
Administrative Clfficnr: ()sluf. lIo1zapfel 
Medical Offici!r: I.ul tW<1ffl: Ilr. CossmClnn 
Transport Officer: Ustuf. l'agt~1 (also in charge of 

light Flak column) 
pyrotechnic Officer: Oscha. Weirich 
Staff Battery Commander: LJstuf. Ilohengassner 
1st Battery: Ostuf. Iluehner 
2nd Battery: Ostuf. TJeuschle 
3rd Battery: Ostllf. Ilieblnr, later OherjunkfH Scholz 
4th Battery: Unknown 
The detachment Idt Munich hy rail and reached Bad 

Saarow on 4 Fllhruary In'J5. travelling via Trehbin, ZOSSI!n 
and FlIerstenwaldf~ nndnr the camouflage designation: 
"Deployment Staff Iceherg." It was now subordinated 
directly to the SS Main I\dministrative Office (SS-FilA), 
The unit was given two principal missions: 

1. To providl~ air sncllri!y in the vicinity of the SS-FlIl\ 
office cOlllp11! x. 

2. To protect till) af()[I"TIt~ntioned complex frolll any 
surprise enemy armored hf()akthrough. 

To accomplish thf!S!! assif;IIf1,ents till! indi'/iriu;d ,,It!l1lf!nts 

were df!ployed ~s tollows: 
One H.H cm gun POSltiOllf!d to Ih" lIorth of tllf! ;I\l!ohahn 

northwest of Lilldnnbf'r~ ilnd anothl!r OIH! st;Jtiuned to 
thn sOllth of it; both gUlls WI~[f) to be lISI),t priTll;trily against 

tanks. 
A 2 cm pl,lIoon \~ith thrr!!! ~;llIlS sitll;Jtl!d in the "Fllch.;--

bau" area tor an dntpllse. 

wearing the greatcoat in the middle of the first row. 

1 

L 
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Th" f('Tflainrl'!f of the detactllll<1Ilt to hI! lil!ld in readin,!ss 
ilf<>lInd (;lienicku. H,dlIl~nsdorf and W'!ndisch Hietz, to 
Ilf, uSI!d against allY ground attacks from I hI! north. east 
or south and to hu llsf!d against ilny air attacks directed 
towards the SS-FilA complex. The :lrd "Alarm" Co./SS-FIl/\ 
(an f!nH!rg.!rH.:y contingent). led by IIstllf. KUehne, was 
d"ploynrl III conjunction with the "BU" Flak guns along 
bot h slrl"s of the autobahn. 

At tI,,, bl!gillning of March 194:, the detachment had 
a ct.allg" of Illisswn. It was assignnd to V. SS MIn. Corps 
Oil tl", (ld"1 Front ;llld received the oftici,d title: SS 
Flak AbU,ilullg ,;50. The nun,b"riIlg was simply to distin
,'uish it [mill tlie Corps' othnr Flak unit, SS Flak Abt. 
',O'i. TIH! Corps' front Sf,etor took in Bri.!skow. l'ohlitz. 
Zilt"nrlorf ilnd tllP Odr,r-Spree Canal hy Fuerstenherg. 
SS Flak A"teillln~ "OS was initially disposnd as follows: 

1st lI'ltttfry on the high ground beYo!l' HinssBII; 
:!nd Hattt~rv ill Briuskow; 
:lr1l llat [(,ry (j('ployed for air and ground dcfflllse (anti

tank) Oil th., Odnr-Spree Canal bridge between Pohlitz 
and Ziitt!llllorf; 

M()st ot the supply/transport suction W'lS mobilized 
as an infantry contlllg(~nt that occupil!d a blocking position 
in thl) Hlussfm-l'ohlitz line alongsid(! two other small 
Wattlfn-SS battle-gronps. 

In ITlit! ·j\.larch I :)45. the (ktachrnent CO, Hstuf. Loesch
lIif'.~. was sent to 1st SS Div. "l.SSAII" and was replaced 
by Iistllf. K"yck. /\t the same time V. SS Corps command 
staff transferred the SS Flak Aht. 5SIl to the jurisdiction 
of tht, :I~nd SS lJiv. "3() Januar" which then came under 
tlJ" COlllmand of SS···Oherfuehrcr !I,ms l<empin. This carne 
;lb()lIt b"cause the ":J() Jilnuar" Lliv. still did not have 
its own Flak detachment, althlllq,h th,! Luftwalfe Flak 
Abt. 1204 had I~!en providing it with air detr,nsf) support. 
On ti April 1'145, SS Flak Abt. S~i() was reinforced by 
Cl portiuIT of thf! SS FLlk "Alarm" Battl!lY 10:1 (3.7 ern 
gUll'). w hiLh came from th.) I.ichlfntelde H,uracks in 
Jlt,riin. llue to illlless, Iistuf. Keych was replaced as 
detacllfllent commallli()r by lIstur. I!ohenf,assner on 1 
/Ipril l!H S. 

lIntil th" middle of April UHf bulk of the detRchment 
was utilized with good dfect against enemy ground forces 
along the Uder·Spree Canal line to thp north of Hiesen, 
lJuIIllg thiS tina, some excess supply personnel were 
(olmud into a lIlortar squad using captnred HlIssian wna
pnllry. Then Oil 1ti April everything broke loose as the 
lI.alll Soviet drive on Berlin got Illlderway at 08:20. To 
the south uf Ziltelldorf a Het! infantry platoon broke 
through the German lines and hegan thr(,atening the 
! lank oj a 2 Clll bat tery from SS Flak /\ bt. 5S0. The Flak 
f;uns wefl~ turned puint blRnk on the !led force and totally 
destrovf!d it. On the next day fierce fighting raged again, 
but r'nemy penetrations in the Flak df,tachment sector 
wew ringed off ,lIId clilllinated with the help of SS grena
filt,rs trolll SS Gr. Hgt. B7/":1O .LlIluar." h"d by Ilstuf. 
Brandt 'll1tl lJstlll. I'los. 

Small but vicious combat eng;lgf!lllents continued through 
1!1 lIpId wllf!1l :12nd SS lliv. [(,eeivlfd IIf'W withdrawal 
old'!IS. SS Flak Abl. 5~)O fnst lldl back to Tsclu,rns<iorf 
thtfl1 lll1 ~2 April it was fOf(;f!tl to re[mat under stiff 
elwlny pn'SSUfe through Grllnow, iJamrnendorf, Jj,,(]skow, 
(;lienickc. and Wendisch Hiutz to Storkow. On 25 April 
tlie detachment was in the vicinity of llermsdorf in the 
Hamlller Forestry Oistrict. It was now firmly entrapped 
in thn !ialb,~ Pocket with the rest of V. and Xl. SS Corps. 

!istu!. liohengassner received orders to lead his troops 
in a breakollt attempt to begin at 04:00 on 2!l April; 
oddly enough thIS was the first time the SS troops learned 
that they had been encircled. All UllIwcessary vehicles 
now had to be destroyed; exceptions being the armored 
tIOOP carriprs and the vehicle mounted weapons such 
as th<~ L cm Flak guns. The iJreakout 'Ittempt got underway 

at first light undfOf the cover of a final l"lrra!','~ frolll 
SS Hockt!l Mortar Detachment 505. Assault guns and 
tanks at ta(:hffd to Kampf grllppe "Krause" frum the :j;~nd 
SS Div. smilshfHl a hole in the enemy Iiues aronnd Lilke 
Wolziger. and SS Flak Abt. 550 was able to reach the 
vicinity of Frif)d')rsdorf. Hem it was miraculously rejoined 
by its own detachf!d 2nd Battery which had been in action 
near MUf,ucheh()ff~. 

By 2'J April it was discovered thilt the SS troops had 
simply lllOVf!d out of one entrapment ilnrl into allol hf~r. 
Contilluous l!l1f!my attacks wnn~ now bf!ing carried out 
by cnntin\;nnts of Ihe turncoat "FH") G,!rl11an Army." 
a collr,ctiou of renegade I'OWs and (;erlllan comlTlnnists 
that the Sflvif)ts had assembled under the sponsorship 
of the captnred Gon. von St!ydlitz. The "Sf,ydlilz Tro()ps" 
wore (;'~lllJilIl uniforlTls which could be distin}~lllshed 
from those of thf! regulilr German Army (llH~ to thf! fact 
that they were ;·r!ways llluch cleaner and newerl 

On 2H April. the remnants of SS Flak Abt. 550 ilttnlllptpd 
another breaknut in the vicinity of Sclienken<iorf-Grnss 
B'~sten. /\ t the WI!lHlisch !lucholz-Koenigswusterhausen 
roRd croSSing thf) SS "Alarm" Battery IO:J went into action 
for the last time to provide covnr for the "breakfJllt" ele
ments. It did its job hut suffered extellsivn casllillties 
in the procffss, including the loss of its commRnder who 
was kill"". The survivors later latched on with iln Army 
unit. 
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Events quickly began to dissolve into chaos as the 
escaping tronps got pushed into norrowing rntreat cor
ridors. High losses and the confusion strewn bV the "Seyd
lilz" so1<I1<)[s caused a near panic to develop. but everyone 
continued 011 in a westfJrly din~ction. Ilstu!. lIohengassner 
led his men throlJ~h yet another enemy position with 
the aid of tank support. but the death toll kept rising 
and among the new fatalities was the dl~tachllll.'nt medical 
officer. Ur. CossITIann. 

Hstuf. fiohl,ngassner mustl~ff~d his survivors and ll~d 

them on to th(~ west throul!,h Teupitz. Egsdorf. Z()hn,nsliorf 
to thf~ H"idl Highway ~JG betweBll Uaruth and ZOSSl!Il. 

At thb poillt a slllilll contingent of 2~) men from the 
detachClIl,nt lp.d hy Hohengassnp.f. attacked and OVI'rran 
an enemy position. destroylllg anti-tank guns and lllactllfw 
~uns and captuflng 11 prisoners. 

With fuel Ilearing an end. more and more vehiclt!S 
had to h" ailandoned and aflllTlUnltioCl also ilegan to rnn 
low. Th" ~;S troops lIloved on towards the MnllenSf!I' tllf!n 
turned otf UH! m;ld and Illlgan tra'lf!lling c:russ--country 
In KUlllrJlI!rsdorf. It was discovered that the main road 

r h'!ff! was blocked off. so the remnants of SS I'lak 
Ant. SS(} vel~[(!d ott through the won(ts towards Sperenberg. 
With rift, support from thB last se It-propelled 2 crn gun 
they storrJwd the village of Gottow and took it fro III 
the communists in hand-to-hand combat. 

From here the survivors made their way towards Luck
Ride. but before they could get there they were am

IJ ,fl(ld by an enemy tank force. At the head of his men. 
Ilstuf. Hohengassner grClbbed a panzerfaust and knocked 

out the lead tank. The rnst Wf)[(! tlmn drivf!ll off. lIut 
the exhauskd soldiers h<rd nl)arly rench"d th" rend of 
their strnngth. Ilind.!rurl const~lIltly hy "Scydlitz" IllrnC();lIs 
and 11Ilf(len(!t1 by swarms of civilian r"fug(!cs. th,; flH!n 
of SS Flak Aht. :,',!) WI)rr~ unable to make any furth"r 
headway. Thus. in an drort to avoid a complf!le bloodh;lth. 
llstuf. llolll'llf(aSSnl,r Old,,[(!d his command to sUrrr!ndl!T 
to thl! !{()t! Army ;1\ I~I:IIII on I May 1(140). For till' Wattl!ll 
SS troops their long ortil!al in comha\ had comn to ;HI 

end. hut a new and e'lfln Illon, taxing one ill the Sovlet 
slave lahor camps was about to ""gin. 

:l2nll SS Grenadier Ilivision Flak amI 
SS Flak Abteilullg !)~{) Order of Battle 

Staff and Staff Battmy 
1st Battery 
2nd Battery 
:lrd Battery 
4th Batltny 
Light Flak ColulIln 
14./SS Cr.Hgt. Hll "Schill" 
14./SS (;r.Hgt. H'I "Kurlllark" 

Field Post Nlllllb(,rs 
:l J '/Ii c, 
1;'1 n:l 
liEn!) 
III %·1 
(;7 ')<l,j 

21i (;117 
07 77!i 

Luftwatfe Flak Aht"illlnl~ 12()4/Posen lJistrict 
lJetachment COfllmandl!rs 
SS-iIstut:-I.>i-e';chr;igg~-latr' Ill!cembnr 1!J44 \0 mid-l\larch 
H)4:;; 

SS-llstllf. I«(!yck. mid -March 1!)45 to I April 1!14~: 

SS-lIstuf. llohcngassnnr. 1 April IB45 to I May UJ45. < 

THE HUNGARIAN SS KAMPFGRUPPE ddNEY" 
The SS Kampfgrul'pe "Ney" (also known as thn SS Hgt. 
and the SS Bde. "Ney" depending on who was filling out 
the battle reports!)' was comlllamlell by SS Ostubaf. Dr. 
Karoly Ney and consisted exclusively of HllnJ;arian SS 
volunteers in tour partially formed battalions that wew 
oq;aniwd very loosely into two regiments. The total 
personnel strength was somewhere between 2.()()() and 
4.000. Th(~se soldiers were intended originally as replace
n- \s for the 22nd SS Cav. Uiv. "Maria Theresia." but 
n ,r reached it due to its entrapment in Budapest. When 
the nnt! SS Div. was destroyed during the hreakout effort 
uf 11/12 February 1!)45. it formally ceased to exist. 

Some thought may have been given to using SS KGr. 
"N'~y" to reconstitute the "MT" Div •• but since this forma
tiP" was heavily engaged since December IU44. it wlluld 
h been unpractlcal to remove it from the hard-pressed 
front lines. SS~KGr. "Ney" served for the most part of 
its existence as an independent battle-group with IV. 
SS Pz. Corps l"Wiking." "Totenkopf" Divs.) from January 
to May I!J45. It participated in the Budapest relief at
tempts and the difficult fighting around StuhlweissenlJerl!,. 
From time-tll-time parts of SS-KGr. "Ney" were assigned 
to oth')r formations. For instance. on 5 Apnl IH45. I. 
Un.i"Ney" was assigned to a battle-group formed under 
the Artillery Commander of Ill. Pz. Corps. Oberst Semrrwr. 
in the F[iedbt~rg area. The other elements of this ba\tJe
group were the Engineer Construction Bn. 504. the "Pan
ther" Tank Un. I./Hgt. 24. Assault Gun Bde. 303 and 
SS Mtn. Heplacernent Bn. III (Graz. Austria). Only the 
two SS hattalions in this task force were relatively intact; 
all of the other elements were merely splinters and frag
ments. Some thought was given to incorpurating SS-KGr. 

"Ney" directly into thn "Wiking" Iliv .• but the flllng;niillls 
resen ted this id!);]. 

• 
~ 

):. ~ 
'!" 
\ 

J \ 
" 

SS·-Ostubaf. Dr. Ney (center. hlack hat). commander 
of the Hungarian SS Brigade "Ney." 
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SS-STURMBATAILLON 500 
SS ASSAULT BN. 500 

KAMPFVERBAND 500 DER WAFFEN-SS 
SlmctUfe of SS Assault 1111. ~,(J(J" SUrnl1H:r l!l1:J 

lill"fllall'nits: 
HI}. 11 I) 

Bn. Slaff and Staff Troops 
Bn. Jl.ledlcal SectlOn 
Flak I'laluon 
Engineer PI<ltuon 
Mortar Platoon 
Ha<iio Suction 
Transport Staff 
Supply and Maintenance Staff 
Assmll t Companies I, H. Ill, IV 
Convalescent Squad (Bn. Heserves) 

,I\ssilult C~)llIl'any Organi,zatlO.f1: 
Twelve man staff plus it 1 I) man sharpshooter squad. 
Four pia toons of four lO-man squads each plus a pIa toon 

leader. 

Each 1st Platoon was armed with machine pistols (MPs), 
all otlier platoons had one li~ht machine gun ear.h. Each 
platoon also had a seven-man staff contingent, armed 
with MPs. 

The c01llpany stn,ngtli was theolntir:ally 21 I) flJrm in 
totaL 

Other Unit Organizations: 
.. Bati:lll;~;;'Staff ili)"and Troops crm,isterl of 22 nwn. 

The nwdical section consisted of three doctors ilnd 
12 medies. 

The Flak Platoon consisted of a platoon lead!!r and 
40 men if] four squads rIlanlllng four miijor and four minor 
air delens,~ guns. MPs and pistols Wf!rfJ the sidearrns. 

The EngIneer Platoon consisted of a platoon leader 
ilnd 40 men in four squads, each of which had two flame 
throwers. 1\1 Ps and hand guns were the sidearms. 

The Jl.lortar Pliltoof] deployed a platoon leader and 
30 ITlen who manned a tot;]l of six 12 cm rnorlars. Sidearrns 
were agilln I\1Ps and hand gUllS. 

The HadlO Section consisted of a troop leader and 
10 men who operated two communications trucks and 
a radio CiH. Sidearrns were MPs and handguns. 

The Transport Staff consisted of one troop leader 
and 20 men, who had two light machine guns in addition 
to M Ps and hand guns. They were responsi hIe for the 
horses and motor velllcles assigned to the battalion. 

The Supply and />.laintellance Staff consisted of one 
officer and 3() men who were arrm~ri with two light m<lchine 
guns in addition to MPs ilnd siriearms. Hesponsibilities 
included a tailoring and clothes dispersal facility as well 
<lS food distributIOn. This element aloll~ with the Convales
cent Squad, served as the battalion reserve. 

The Convalescent Squad h"d no set formatioIl but 
consisted of w ha tever Ii ghtly wounded or recovering 
ill soldiers that were available for duty. 

Troop stren~th for the entire hat talion was set at 
1,05:1 men. 

Collar patch of SS Assault fln. 500 (not the "Dirlewanger" 
Ede.'). 

Tllf!,COll1manrlo C"flIpanir.s 

In M,IY [~I'J.I the bat talIOn formed two commando units, 
"J)ora I" and "Dora ll" (named <lftcr thp. intellllTlf!f1t camp 
near the Matzkau military prison which was the "home 
base" fur the bilttalion). The "l1ora" units maintained 
the strengths and structures of the bat talion a~s,1l11t 
companies hut their troops were given speciill paratroop 
training and instruction in operations behind '~neflly lines. 
The "lJora" weaponry inclllded pistols or U.S. Army rt:vol
vers, mar.hine pistols and automalir. assault rifles. Special 
radio transmitting eqUipment WilS also given to th., "lJora" 
units. 

Aflf,r sfwf1ral successful commando operatillns, thl~ 
"Oora" units were reformed into anti,tank eompanir,s 
in early 1!J4:, and were heavily equipped with I'anwrfaust 
and l'anzersr;hreck "bazookas." While deployer! for com
mando actions the "])ora" comrnander was Stubilf. Golz. 
hut otherwis(~ thnse units came under the control of 
the Battalion CO. Ostubaf. Rlohm, who never used the 
rank he was entitled to. After beinr; stripper! of his original 
rank and sent to a punishment battalion he had refused 
ever agilin to accept any rank other than that of a com
mon private and he insister! that his subordinates refer 
to him as Hiflelllan Blohm! 

The "Dora" anti-tank companies were assigned to operilte 
independr,ntly on the Orier Hiver Front in March/April 
]945, but for awhile "nora Il" was subordinated to the 
:l5th SS Poliwi Division. Both were almost totally de
stroyed in action. 

Command Hoster, SS ASSilult Bn. 500 [where knlJwn] 
'1ii1-:-c;ci: 'SS-Schuetz(ac;tu;'llY'Ci-';'tul,ai.) Blohm, MIA 
lIno ~ljutilllt: Ostuf. Fondrell, KIA 
l}n~;lt~rk: IJscha. Bender, KIA 
}.I.<l ... T.1')()l's: Ustuf. Ladowski 
.!3.!~,.Mf!,UL<1! ()j fieers: 

Hstuf. Ur. H.~iIlers, lOA 

lIstuf. Dr. Patrick O'N',ill (from County J)onegill, Ire
land l. KIA 

IJstuf. Ill. Cruindl, I(lA 
l.:J.:.orfl [lii 11 y: 

Ostuf. Frithjof Elmo Porseh 
Ostut. ['ahlke, [<lA 
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I'latoflJl l,<:d,jr![S: 
!loch;!. Lhl<:rs (ColIJpany troops), KIA 
Hstllf. Sr:l!Ilit!r, KIA 
Oscli,!. Wit)s"lIJ<lnJl, KIA 
Osclia. Crahski, KIA 
()sclia. Sl!fTJrll, KIA 
Stat. flank!), KIA 

J!:.Corn[);lIlY: IIstllf. TOmrrISf!n, KIA 
!;o~IIP"Jly Troo!'s: Oscl!<1. St)Jldich, KII\ 
Ill .. Cnflljl<tlly: llslllL Ilolt, KIA 
l~.Gltt)()]l 1.",lti')r: ()scl!;l. (;llsIHIJ, Kli\ 
!""-'.COIIII""IY: (lstl!f. l'ndl, KIA 
~~lgiJJ"')I.Pl:lt()Oll: (Istuf. Schilling, KIA 
.flI"l,.~I"lllteJl'''',-() Ilffi,:i)r: Ilstuf. SchufIIlJI, MIA 
Y.1a.k I'Iatoorr: (Jstllf. (;rail, MIA 
Transport (lffiu)r: ()stuf. Haerwolf, KIA 
(~(!nlnlUr;.;(:·:dio~;S-'()rfir:"r: ()stuf. Galz, KIA 
~.t2.rnrll<ltl.'lr~ lilllts: Slubaf. Golz 
~~}ura I": Ilstui. Lad()wski 
"!lnr'! I" I'bloon I.eiltlers: --- - . ----

(lsd,,]. Bundlx, 1<11\ 
Ustuf. Schild, M[A 

.. Llor<lIl": Os I II t. 1'01 sch 

Wart 1nl'! Achieverrumts of SS Assault Iln. SOO 
From the surnr11l!r of I !143 to the end of April I !)4:i the 
hilttalion and its attached commando units captured 

, following '!rwrIly war material intact: 
17 '1'-:1,. tanks 
~):! tr'leks and autos 
72 ll,olorcyr: Ir,s 
21 Ilt)(lvy artill,)ry piee()s 
44 medium caIrher artillery pifJces 
]5 heavy anti·tallk guns 
41 anti--tank riflus 
111) light mortars 
Bri IH'avy mortars 
72 hr;avy machin(~ guns 
14,1 lil'ht m'j(:hll"~ ~uns 
H 11 t1111chine pistols 
plus riflf)s '!lld handguns too nUllIerous to COllllt. 
In atltlllion to the above the battalion Cilptull~11 :1,110 

p,nelllY prisoners, shot down :lfl aircraft and rl,)strny"d 
3:lH tanks and arrnolud vehicir)s in close combat. I\s a 
[('Sttlt of the battalinn's superlative accomplishments 
the following decorations were bt~stowed ujJon its rrJellllmrs: 

Knij;ht's. Cross: To Ostuf. Porsch as CO of "Uora 11" 
whilr: atl,J,:herl to the 3~}th SS Police lliv. 011 th" UfftJr 
F 'nl In I\pril 1!)4:i. 

tJrrn"lI Cross ill Cold: Ostuf. Pnrsch in August l!J1:l 
as .(~() "ic-C Compan·y.--Ilscha. Eltlels as " platoon llIad'!f 
in "])nril 11." lJscha. Schuler as company troop It)ader 
in "Doril H." Oscha. f,olz and ()sciIa, Bendix as platoon 
leadcrs in "Unra I." These last four awanls welf~ all ill,Hle 
in Aprrl 1!i4:). 

n;,r;h, Schlller, EllIers, Bendix and Schild were also 
all menti(JJl(~d in the WBhrnracht Holl uf lIorlur and awarded 
the I!onor Holl Clasp. 

Close t:ornb,lt Clasp in Cold: Hec(liv,~d hy lOB mernbms 
of the ha-i t~fi(Jn'---- ---. ----

Clos" C.ornb'.l!_t:li.l2J.IJll .. ~!.1.vn_r: Heceived by 1BB memllms 
of the bilt talion. 

ELI()sc.(;omhal Clasp __ i!l.I_lronJ(-,_: Heceiv(Jd by "Hi rnt!rn
bers of the battalion. 

Iron Cross, 2nd Class: Hf)C(!iV()c\ by 1,128 mCllIll(!rs 
oft tU! ·tJal t·,d;,~o-,-"· 

Iron Cross, 1st Class: Her:tdved hy (;4,1 [tJf!rnbcIS ul 
the Ila I Lilion. 

!n fnn t r},- A sSiltll t .. Badg(~ _In. r;~ ~L __ E.~) __ ~~:.ti')n~J: H ec,~ i V(J(1 
by ILl r1!(JlIlbers of the battalion. 

.Infantry Assault Bndg() ).nC;oldll_OOt .a~:1inns): Hec(!ivf)d 
by 2"1 menlbcls of the battalion. Note: the nutllber of 

SS-OstuL Frirhjof Elmo Porsch. company commander 
in SS Assault Bn. ~}O(). 

actions participated in W'IS (~lIgrav(!d on the individual 
hadges. 

Battalion Balll" IllIrlllr: As IIInmhers of il "purlisIITllUnt" 
unit, th£! rm:rlll>t:rs of SS Assall11 !In. ;)Oll wnre initially 
not pertllitt(~d rtny unit distinctions or badgf!s of rank. 
The soh! rilnk d(,tnrmin;rtif)n was Tllildn through the usn 
of white sleevf) stripes ill the following Tllanner: 

One stripe for squil<J lnarlr,rs; 
Two for pliltoon leadnrs; 
Three stripr~s for company commanders, and 
Four stripes (plOiJably rwver implerTu:nterl) for the 

bilttalion cOlTlmander. 
Although shoul,l'~r hoard ranks w,:re eventually rr:intro
rluced to soldiers who had won tJilck their old postings, 
the sleeve stripes rnrJlalnud in lIse throughout the bat
talion's history. 

As a result of its splendid hattldinlrl performancn 
the Heichsfuehrnr- SS h!~st()werl a speCial collar pat(:h 
[to be worn on hoth collars) upon all memhf!fS of the 
battalion in the i1l1tutTIn of I!J4:l. It depicted two crossf)d 
rifles over a stick grenade. Despite many reports to 
the contrary, this was not the insigno of ttm more mguish 
"lJirlewanger" Brigad(~. Thilt unit was eventually supposed 
to have USt~d ;1 collar patch depicting two crossed stick 
gnmad()s. 

Tht~ bat talion mascot was a wolf hound namf)d "Haska" 
who aecornpilnillrl members of the unit on many il comhat 
mission. As a re,;u It. , soldiers of the battnlion unofficially 
decorated the dog with tJOth gradns of ttlf~ (ron Cross, 
the Infantry Assault Badge and th(! Silvf!r Wound H;,dgt) 
and the Clos.: Ctlrllilat Clasp in Hronzn. These rlncoratiorIs 
were kept for "Baska" 011 a spncial display pillow; th" 
dog was (wentually killf)d in action. 

All told, Cl m'ljnrity of tilt! soldiors to serve wilh SS 
Assault Bn. 500, 1,:!(i:J in total, were killed on ttlro battlf~
field; a figum wllich gives some sm;rll indication of Ilw 
unit's sa,:ritices' 

1 
I 
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LITHUANIAN WAFFEN-SS VOLUNTEERS 
I\fkr f'''land, LitJlIl;lnia was the on,! r;Ollntry in which 
!{"ichsfut!i1r"r ·SS llillll1llcr was the lr'ilst intemst(~cl in 
r"r:ruitill~: Waff"n-'SS volunlel,rs frolll. This attitude 
WdS tilJ« to lIirnltlll~r's htdief that th() Lithuanians wnre 
too n"tionalistic and too [ervf)ntly p)lil"ious (HornaJl 
Catholll:) to make timm trustworthy. Also. for Cl time 
at least, Ihe I.itlluilniilns wen) looked upon ilS racial infer'
I<JfS, <I notion th;!! gradually disapl'"an)d. 

IJl)Spile Ill(,s!) stflk(,s against It ill tlll) (,ves of lIirnrnit)r. 
ttll' rnallp()wt)r of Lllhu;llIia WilS slill cov"tl)ti. Soon after 
tht) L'oulltry was occupi.)d il hIlly <lrllwd iluxiliary police 
]"1"" alld militia WdS organiz()d and on () Novt)ltlbnr 1!),11. 
th" IWJ(:h"fllf)llfl,r-SS ordered the formation of Lithuanian 
htJlIJ() dClense iJattaliuns to hq:in. Thl!se gfl!W by le;lps 
and b,)untis anti hy (!ilfly 1!)'I~ lully 1:; Litlllt;lnian Sldi
[)"lerbe lor "Schurna") Il;dtalions. numbered consl~r:utivnly 
frum J to l~, wore in existt:f1c(,. By July 1!)1:·' some 10.000 
Lithuillliarls weft! 011 duty with tht! "Sehurtl;]" Bns. and 
anotlier (i,UOO W(!W servillg with Police hattalions. Actually 
this was qUltl) a number of soldiers as is sinn) the pn!-war 
Lithnalllan Army only had a stfl)ngth of betw(!(,ll 22,000 
and 2H,OOO troops. 

The Lithuanian troops soon fuund tlit'f!lsnlvt!s heavily 
f!ngag,;d both at and hehind th" frontlinos in IJ krainl!, 
Byel()[Ilssia and Lithuania. 'I'll!) [()sultant casualties caust!d 
all }[lI:r"ase in recruiting and a gt!lIcral l! xpansion of the 
l.ithll;U1J,1I1 forces. In l~arly 1!)'J:l HF-SS I lillJrnler had 
a (:hangl! ot mind over th;) rucluitmr'f1t of Lithuanians 
tor tht) Walfen-·SS. lIe decid(!d that thn time was now 
ripe tur the developl[lunt of il Lithuanian SS Legiorl. 
a dt!LlSlUn no (Ioubt encouragr!d hy s(!tbacks on the I,ast()rn 
Front dllCI tlie lii~~h losses alwady absoriJ!)t! iJy tlie Waffrm'
SS. 

In allV eVl!nt till) prtJ"Cerrllilll head of the Lithu<Jnian 
ci Id administration, G()n. l'etras KutJiliunas (th() chief. of
slidf of the pre-war Lithuanian Army), was askerl to 
Ctt(Jp(~rate with the Legion proposal. So on :1 t'-liuch 1£)43 
h" IS,'ll!d a pror:lamation officially declaring the Lithuanian 
people to be Oil the side of thl) (;errnalls ill tlin anti-·Bolshe
vik strugglt! and simultaneously establisliing a nationill 
L"l~i()n tu be filled primarily by young cOllscripts. Army 
vetf)[imS were generillly not available since many were 
alTf)ady in service with the "Scliuma" Battalions. The 
propused Lithuanian SS Lq~ion was to be largt)ly staffed 
anti oU icered by Germans. a proposal whic h did not sit 
well with the large, well--orgallized Lithuanian anti-com
llIunist underground. 

\vlnle the Lithuanian untler~round refrained from carry
ing out viol<!nt acts of resistance against the Germans 
it stood up for what it considt!red to be in the country's 
h(!st inturt!st and a GI)rfllilll otlicnmd SS IA!gion did not 
[Tl"l~t with its ilpproval. Thf~rcf()re the men that were 
called lip to Sl!rv(! in the unit were heavily pressured 
to not [(!port in. This meant that fewflr than 20 % of 
the reqUITed persollllel actually reported for duty. The 
(;(,rlll<Jn Commissioner for Lithuilllia WilS so disgusted 
that he promptly cancelled the Lflginn alt(J~ether and 
shipped off the unfortunatl) few that had rosponded to 
the c<lll-up to work in arrnallH!nts factories. 

In the meantime the "Schuma" Ens. continued to expand 
and flouflsh to the point where they had grown to 23 
indlvidu;!l units manlled by sOllle t:l,OO(J soldiers and 
":',0 otticers. By the f!nd of the war at least :lO Lithuallian 
"Sclluflla" battalions (numhewd 1-15, L51-!.li5 and 301-3IUJ. 
had hel~n authorized. although thoST! in the; ];}ttur numbering 
seqlll)nCe may not have bel!l1 fully formed. Thl~se battillions 
initially had a complement of 4(iO llJen in tilf(!e companies 

but WIn!! "niarg('£! as the war progn)ssl!d to inchtdn :>1) I 
nH~n in four c()rnpanie~. 

In Fl!hrnary I!J'Jol, with the rnilitiuy sitn;ltion in thl! 
east growing eV(,r dimmer, plilns to form il l.ithllani~n 

SS Vohlfl tp()r Format ion (Li tauenisclH' W al f!!n-Vt: rhillld J, 
w()re ilgain ilr!vancf~d. This tinH) thl~ forr:!! was tn hI! ('orn' 

milmkd f!lltirrdy hy I.ithll;1flian offit:ers with a tew (;f~rlllall 
ildvislllS. Grnmrill Kllhiliunas sf)lnctnd th" resltnctt~d Lith
uanian (;(!n. Plnchavisills to Inar! thn formatioll. Thn 
goal WdS to put an initial trm hilttalions in th(~ fi()ld agillnst 
comlllllnist partisans and to r,ventu;llly f!xpand to :~II 
b.Jttalions. This time the ll11tlnrgrollntl did !lot "ppose 
the pl;1fl ;lS thny SilW this IH:W formation ;IS a possihln 
forf!rtlnner to a f}f)W n;llionill armv. 

As a result, hy early March 1!14IJ, some I :',(;lIn Volllfltl!prs 
hile! hef)n accepted for admission to ttlf! \V a ffr'l1 ·VI~rb;}IHI. 
a numb"r which would soon increase to ilhlltlt IIl,nOIl. 
All told rnorr~ than 30.000 Litluwnian ml!ll hi,,1 ilPl'lipd 
for snrvice. hut many could not nlf)t.~t th" strin~t~llt W;!lft'n" 
SS admissio!l stilndilrrls that WErn in efff!ct. Thf! (;prl1lilllS 
W"rt~ surprised and pleased by thn turnout ilnd wilnted 
to use the excess personnel to miln anti-aircr;lft bat terips 
in thn Ilf!ich. In fact. the proposal was made to (JPll. Plf~
ChilVicills that he could continue to expil[ltl thC! Wafjl'n-' 
Vnr!J;md if for cvnry 1.000 I1lnn he ilddnd, ;~,IJ()() rJ\11[(~ 
would I", rnadn avai\;lhll! to th" !.uft.wilff(). Tlm l.ithll;lnians 
didn't likn the idf~a at all since they didn't want to SER 

thnir m;lnpownr hl!ing draim:d to '(;nrlllilnv while the 
Her! ArlllY WilS rapidly rnoving towards the frontier. 

Now be~an a SEries of fateful disil~re(!rnents and Illis
undnrstallding~ bf~twf)(m thn Lithuanians and (;"rl1limS 
which caused reliltions betwfnm the two to Si)riollSlv 
dntf)[ioratH over thn nuxt sr!veral w(!f~ks. Gl)[wrill f'1,~chil-
vicins anti his offir:Ers refusnd to permit the l.ithuilnian 
SOldi(ers in their command take iln oath of loyality to 
Hitler and they bngan balking at the full incorporation 
of the Wilffrm-Vf)[band into the Waffen-SS. It was learned 
that the l.ithuanian niltionillist unrlrngrounrl had witipspre;HI 
contilcts ilnd influHl1ce within the formation ilnd h~)cause 
of his ultra'-nationillist tendencies, Gen. I'Ir!clia'lir;ius 
WnS looked upon with increased suspicion. 

For the (;f!rmans a serious problem had devnloped. 
With the Hed Arrny poised on the bordp.rs of Lithu;]nia 
and a life-nlld-tioath strugglo for the country about to 
ensue. absolute Tilliilbility from all allied elements was 
il necessi ty ilnd this could no longer be glla riln teed from 
the Litllaenische Wilffen-·Verbilnd. Thurefore the dncision 
was made to distJilnd the formation effective mid-'!\1ay 
lH41. The Lithuanian soldiers were not prcpilreti fo-r 
this. and rClthnr than lilY down thoir arms f1Jilny of Ihem 
mutinit)d. Violent clashn, with the German, t;lok place 
in Kallllas ilntl at the Military Acad()mv in t'-Iariampole 
on H and I~; I\lay. But the revolt WilS promptly crushed 
ilnd 101) of th" ringlead!!rs weH) roundt!d up and shnt 
both as a PllflishllH!nt and an f~xarnpk tll the rest. 

For thl) !lIost part the melTlhf~rS of ttw Waffnn·-V"rband 
simply took off for the forests to form ~ul~rfllla hands. 
hut about :1.:;110 of the Lithuanians [(!milirwd loyal to 
th., Germilns and were incmporated into the l.uftwClffe. 
General I'lechavlcius was seen to be the instigator of 
the rellHllion so ht! WilS sent off for intornmf!1lt in a cnl1cen
tra tion ca rn p. 

Tll" Waffen--SS made two further attempts to df~"el(Jr 
a Lithuanian volunteer forrnntion. in .June and I)l)cend,,!r 
lH44, !Jut things did not go smoothly ilnd !Joth efforts 
had to he ilbandonnd. The fililure of the Lithuanian Wilffen
SS to gnt off tit" ground IllllSt be at least partially blamed 
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JI! :;l[ l-ilL-rit iJ [le), .l(j 

on the Hl!ichsl\lehler~ SS who had only a nJaq~inal illtlH'!S!. 
in the idt"l at hest, and that r~lllctantI\'. Quite a r"w 
individu:ll Lithuanians, and certainly fIlany with at l.~ast 

partierl (;'~rtll:lll anl;estry, did however wind up in one 

\IIaff"n-SS unit or annther. 
Despitl! the collapse of the Lithuanian \IIaff~n-SS, 

Lithuillll:lIl soldiers served with the German arrIlt!d fOle.!S 
right up to the bitter '!n,l. As of January UJ45, some 
3G,BOIJ of tl)(:m were still listed on duty in the jollowing 
capaci tif~s: 

-_._---_._-- _ ... _------- .. _-_._----_._---_._--- -~-. --_ .. _-- ---- --_. - -

~,40() in the: Wphrmacht in 12 engine.!r compani'!s 
and :1 combat battalions: 

1~,()()O in the Luftwatfe, mostly in their own companies: 
3,000 in Lithu:lflian police companies; 
1(;,400 in various militiHY constrnetion services. 
In addition about :\Il,IJOIJ Lithuanian [4uerrilla soldi"rs 

(a RTf!ilt many from the "SiCllllma" Bns. and the ill-fated 
Waffen~~Verband). f[)lll~ht on in Lithuania Clr;ainst thf! 
Soviet occupation furc()s and the last of them did not 
give up until th,~ e:lrly l~J:)Os. < 

SS-BATTALION "REHDER" 
23. SS DIV. "NEDERLAND" 

In iat" Mlllr:h 1~J4~), the SS ofti.:!!s in Berlin combed out 
( ,5 IJf!rsonn.;1 to bu formed into an emergency combat 
hadall!ln. ThlS collection of clerical p'!ISOnllt!l, conval'~s~· 
cents and p:ntial cripples was put together into a cohesive 
unit under thl~ (;xpl:riellcetl front (Jtlice!, Stubaf. Werner 
l\.!hdt;c dt Uldnif'nl)(!r~. Weapons allll equipment wele 
in short supply and the battalion was givnn a batch of 
rifles of all ditl';[f!nt l,uroj1oan makes and models pIns 
only a ft!W cnaclnne guns. 

Battalion "j{ehdcr" was qukkly sent to Ang.!rmuende 
without any prclimin:IfY training. (lgIUf. U!!rger from 
the SS 1\1ain ()1h.:e h:ld promised to send OIl mow weapons 
ant! an ;rrtilkrv cOlllinf~.!nt, but llOIlO uf those Dvor arriv.!d. 
At till! l'il<l of fl.la!<:h the battalion took over Volksstllrm 
pOSitl!JflS on the Chit!r Hiver in and around Friedrichstal 
south uf (;:lrtz, The meIl immeLliately wf~nt to work improv
ing tt."lr posltions as at that point in time tlie trontlines 
wew quiet. 

Bat t;d!lIll "Hch,!er's" adjacent Ilf!iglihor to the south 
WClS It. Iln.!SS I'z, Cr. Hgt. 4~ "Ilo Huyter" from the 

"Nf!d,!rland" SS Division. This f(~gi!llent, command,!!! 
by Ostuoaf. Lohmann, who had his Ilq at Biesendahlshot, 
was in a rebuilding phase· after suffr~ring snvere casualties 
in Kurland and l'nmerania, In fact, tlln entiw I. Bn,/"l)eH" 
r;ould only now fi.~ Id a buu t 100 me n, so it was oecirh;d 
to disbano this unit and incorporcrte ttm pprso!llwl into 
Stubaf. l'el.rnsen's 11./"IJeH." The I. Iln, CO, Stubcrf. Unger, 
was posted to the regimental staff for "sp(!cial assign~ 

ments." 
The arrival of Bn, "Hnhder" boosted the regirnent.d 

fortunes, ,rnd Ostuhaf. Lohmann obtained permission 
to have it cnn'l8rtet\ into a [1(;W I. Bn, for Hgt. "Of! Huyter." 
This was !juir:kly accomplislwd and thi! regiment was 
th.!n bT!lught up to strength. "De Huytf~r" was, however, 
separated from the rnst of tlin "Ner\nrland" Di'l, at this 
time and had been sulJordinat.!d to tlin 547th Volksgrp.nadier 
Division. It was supported by 11. DetachrrHmtlSS Artillery 
Rgt. 54 under StubaL Hofer which was positioned in 
the Vierrilden area, directly b\~hind II./"DnH." 

Dutch SS soldiers from 2Jrd SS Div. "Nederland." 

I 
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PROFILE OF THE 
1 ST SS INFANTRY BRIGADE IMOTORIZEDJ 

Hackgrouml 

The 1st SS Brigade (Motorizf!d) WilS iltlthoriwd on 24 
Arril In41, with its f!stClblishmcnt following on 1 MClY 
1941. It WClS officiCllly Tf!nClmed the 1st SS fnf. Bde. (Motor
ized) on .1 September 1941. The primary componf!nt parts 
of the brigade were the SS 1nL R gts. 8 and J O. formerly 
SS-Totf!nkopf Standarten 8 ilnd 10, pilrt of the pm-wilr 
militilry reserve of the Armed SS. 

The 1st SS Bde. WilS assemhlf!d in 1'olilnd in May-.June 
1941 and on 21 June it WilS subordinated directly to the 
Field Staff of the ReichsfllehHlT-SS OIimmler). After 
the heginning of the Russian Campaign it WilS decidf!d 
to IIse this brigilde in hattling Cllt-off Hf!d Army elements 
and/or partisans in Ukraine. But in the course of the 
ne xt two yeilrs it also Sil w considerable frontlinf! service 
as well. 

In June 1943 the brigClde was withdrilwn from the front 
to be used in tbe formation of the new Estonian SS Volun
tp.er Brigade, but as only staff troops were needed for 
the latter unit, Jst SS Brigilde was quickly reformed 
and WilS back at the front a month later in .July 1943. 
In August 1943 the brigade's two infantry regiments 
were lIpgritded into SS grenadier regimp.nts, illthough 
the hrigilde title itself did not chitnge. On 25 .JitnUilry 
1944 much of the 1st SS Bde. was withdrilwn from the 
front to be used as the nucleus of the newly authorized 
J 8th SS PilnzeTJ~renildier Div. "Horst We~~e I," which 
commenced forming in YugOglilViil in Milrch 1944. 

ht SS Rrir,ilde StnJcture and Field Post Numbers 
StMf rtnd HQ 

Firdd Police Troop 
SS-If{ 8 St<Jff 
1. Rn. 
Tl. Bn. 
Ill. Bn. 
1.1. Co. 
14. Co. 
IS. Co. 
Ir,. Co. 

If) 
4:) 

III 
19 
19 
20 
20 
21 
37 

441 
~11 

1l1() 
0117 
644 
:187 
926 
135 
552 

Light Transport Column 21 I:lS 
SS-lR 10 Staff 22 110 

l. Hn. 22 782 
n. Rn. 22 94R 
Ill. Bn. 23 3:11 
Ll. Co. 23719 
14. Co. 23 8tIG 
15. Co. 23 719 
16. Co. 3!1 394 
Lil'ht Trilnsport Column J6 ,,04 
Brigrtde Medical Co. 17 lflfi 
Amhulance 1'lrttoon 44 650 
SigniJls Co. III 6]0 
Milintenance Plittoon 45 431 
SS Flak Rilttlny 8 :1A 183 
SS Fl:1k Brtttery 9 39 1140 
Fusilier (Hecce) Co. III 610 
fieilVY ArtiI IAry Rrtttery 26 253 
F I ilk Compilnies (Winter 1942/4:1) 4R 6:1 I 
Anti-tank Detitchment (Winter 1942/43) 4R :165 
Motorcyc le Co. (Winter 1942/43) 48 £)82 
In the COllrse of the Slimmer of 1942 both of the regimental 
Illth Companies were disbanded. 

lhiv,ildc Comm;mder.> 
24 April 1 !)'1 1-25 ~l"y I !)41 

SS-Bril~fhr. K<lrl'M<lTiiJ Tl<:nll~lhllhpr 
25 M'lY I !14 1·25 .Tune I ~4 I 

SS- Bril;fhr. Frirodrif"/'Wilhf'lrn KrUf'I!PT 
25 Jum~ J!lq 1-4 .July 1'I4? 

SS·-Bril:fhr. Hich;nd flp.rrn;1I1Tl 
4 July I q4~-'1 Fp.hrUilry 1'14.1 ("I) 

SS-Rrigfhr. K;ul von Tr""<:nfdd 
18 Octoh(~r I'lQ,1-10 .Tune 11144 

SS-St<JL Wilhp.lm Trrtlmndt (Acting C() 'lS w"ll ~s 
CO of lBth SS Division. Apr<lwntly thp. 1st SS ndro. llf'V'~r 
officiCllly left the hoob until 30 .TnllA 1!114.1 

0rmrClfionill C hronolor,y 

7,Q~!I}~I}_ 1q1.~: np.ployp.d fnr SPcllrity dutips in th" C"Tlror~l
goV(~rnrnpn I. 

~2_}~TlI'! __ I~(111: Cms~pd throngh thp Sovipt hordpr posifions 
withou t IT. Bn./Ss-m 10. 

25--27 .Tune HI1 J: Engilged in lmttIp np'H lliCllystok ClTld 
SI;JrIim, ;1 g;]ln-iviifJollI fhp snrvicps of II./SS In In. 
2-?}_.Tuly .1!141: ;,Ih ilnd 6th Comp'mies/SS-lH III h;llldlrd 
security durins in th,~ (;ellPr<llgov"rnnlf'nt; nn dnl~dHTlp.nt 
fmm the hrigndr until 7 August. 

~!I .. -30 __ ~Tllly 1!141: In comhClt with tp.norists in ttIro ctrP.C1 
south of l.wi'lhnl whilf~ undnr thn orders of Armv r;rnllp 
"South." 

~·:7_.Aug1lst .1'141: Adv;mcp. fllld reTlf!triltion to Knrostf'll. 
without SS I]{ 10. SS lH 10 WClS enr,ag"d in hattlp. with 
p;utis;]ns ;)nd str;)gl:lf'rs hphind the frontlinp.s flrrlllnri 
Tschernj,,,:hflv 'lnrl r;nroschki (without Sth nnri I;th r:orn. 
pf"miesl. 

/l--7.0 Aur,1Ist 1'111: Comhnt in the Kornstnn Clrn" with 
S':--anCi ·(i./SSIH I Ojnininl' in on 12 AUI'nst. 

.!L~_llglIst __ I!!1I_: llrivf' townrds Bi'1lokl1Tflvicp. withollt 
SS-IH 10. 

?J.-2.f! .AllIins! 1 '111: I'lITsnit fighting in t.hn rlirf'r:liIlTl fir 
thp Dni'!pur Hivp.r 1Ir to the Pripf't Sw~m[l. ng'lin without 
SS-IH 10. which WflS to 1 hp. feClr of flwrutsch. 

27 August 14 Snpt"m/)(){ 1941: Comh'l! in thn [Pilr <lTf';j tothe w~st()f-()wrut~(:h. -----

-- --y------_._
I 
\ 

\ 

(;rpw of Cl SS TCldio car. 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



18 SIEGRUNEN No. 39 

1;L~}O Sp.E~ember 1911: Security duties in thp. Dnieper 
basin. 
]-9 Octobm UJ4]: Combat in the rearw<lrn <lreil in the 
-.--~- - --- ----
Donets River hilsin. 
22 OctobP-r-9 December 1941: Battles with terrorists ----------_ .. _---
to the south of Bryansk. 
13-20 Deeemller 1 n41: P<lrticipation in frontline defensive 
-fight inghcf orcf\,loscow. 
Z.1J)ccnmhf~r!~~4J::2,--~T311_1I~J __ lg12: Enr,f1gml in defensive 
fighting to the northwnst of Livny. 
:3 J:~n\l;]rY::)_L~!~r1() __ l n_42: Morn defnnsivp, fi r;htin r, <1roum1 
-Kursk with Comlmt Gronp "Moser" from the 2n!lth Tnf. 
Division. 
10-27 June UJ42: More fighting around Kursk undnr the 
Lv.-Ar-my CorpS:-
l_~_l"ne::~.:!.t:Il~~Z..: Pp,netration through enp,my positions 
<lnd pursuit of Soviet forces to the Upper Don Rivp.r. 
1::J} __ ~1}.LJ.!41: Dp,fensive fighting around Voronesh and 
Livny. 
13-.11 Julv 1 fl12: More defensive action around Voronesh 
an(!--Liviiyt;;;;ier the control of 2nd Army. The hrigade 
was now designated a part of Army and Army Group 
rnSIHve. 
1LJlIII~:1il __ ~1]\1st 1.Q<l1.: Continued combat in thn vic;inity 
of Voronnsh and Livny under the control of VII. Army 
Corps. 
l_L~_lIg\1st::LQ.~!9j~~~_'!l: Bilttling terrorists in the 
<lrna <lround Rorrissov and to the west of Minsk under 
,he commflnd of the Iligher SS and Police Leaner "Ostland." 
]0 nr;tohm-16 Novnmh<1r 1942: Battles with pflrtisans 
jl1---i'l;c--~re~-soutti-'(if--ttl()i\iinsk-Borissov highway under 
the Ilir,her SS Le<lder "Russland Mitte" (Le •• Russia Center 
Sector). 
17"26 November 1!l42: More partisan fighting flround 
Gl;:i;oki~ -ils-i;ar-t-;)CSS~Ka mpfgruppe "Got t berg." 
26-;10 November U142: The brigade was pJaced at the 
di-;pos~I-(;f-thc-Arm'y-lIigh Commilnd flnd/or thn Rnichs
fUf~hTP,r-SS. 

] . D!:,cnrnh<1r __ .l~14}..-::I~_~il!111l1rJ_J_!0].: Dofcnsivn fighting 
neilr Vnlikiyr.-l.uki IlndnT I.lX. Army Corps. 
1.~_J_anu<l.Ty~_:lf!_J_l1n{) __ L9_11: Engaged in stfltir::. position<ll 
w~rfare to the sOllthwnst of Vclikiye-l.llki. 
2l~!'~n*:!_-Ll~11y_.12i.:l.: Dllring this periorl only the following 
hrigadp. elements mrnained in action to the southwest 
of Velikiye-Luki: Staff SS-IR ID, 1ll./SS-lH 10. H./SS-lH 
R. support troops <lnd onc heavy artillery battery. 
Lll1..IJ:LQ __ l\ugtJ_~1.:'l..4].: Comhnt with terrorists in the 
Nalihoki fomst to the west of Minsk. under the command 
of the Chip,[ of Anti-P<lrtisan Opemtions. SS-Grnppen-
"Ilehrer von dem Bflch-Zelewski. 

11-2:1 AUf1llst 1'111: Position,d w~rf~rn on th" [Ipp"r 
-r.)u;;;lJi;;;~'T· and a'rnnnd N'~wr\ llndr'r thp X XXXIII. Armv 
Corps. 
.:lnAngnst~" Sr~I""IllI~" 1'1·1'1: d"f,,,,,i,,f' fif(hliTlI( ~I Y"invCl 
and Sfllo\nnsk. 
£1 __ :1.~_S.9ptnml)(~r.1'l1:\: ~lnr(~ ddnnsi·,f' fil,htinf( ;]r[111n<l 
JarzevD flnd 1l11,:h'JVtschina IIndnT 1th I\rmy. 
lfl_''''{)ptnH_lher 1 S .Oetnbr:!. __ 1_'l'1:1: n'H:k nf''1r Ynlny~ 'lnd 
Smolr!nsk. 
11) Oclohnr-7.:l Nnvf'mhrr 1 ~1:1: P;ntircipCltiDn in th(~ 1st 
thrr),ip,-Il 4t!iddmlSi'Tp. h'lttJr,s 'war,nri to Ihp. wC'st nf Smo
lensk. 
l!:.2.fl]IJovnmhp.r 1 !IO: n"fnnsivn fif~hting to thn s011th"",t 
of Kritschp.v nndr'r '1th Armv. 
2R Nnvemher-1;~ IJncnrnhf!T 1 ~1:\: 1\ heltll" prn11p from 
the brir,Clrln coniillllf'd in <lction to thp southwr";1 (If I\rit .. 
schev: the rp!Tl~iTlrlnr nr thn hrir,adn is wilhdrClwn from 
thn fTOn t. 
13-27 f)(~cemh"r 1 '11:1: Thf' hri!;'lrfp. hflttlf'--r,roll[l ,Pfllflinrrj 
lll--cofllh'1t <l11lT1); Ih" I)nippnr Hi,,"r. Thf' fp.sI rd th" hrir"ndf' 
WflS sent to St;d>lnck. 1-:;)st l'rli'isi;] fnr ff'st ;]nrf rr~ff)r'Ill"ltion. 

25 ,j;]IllWfY 1<)·]·1: Thp. p.ntirn 1st SS Bdn. i" withrlr'lwll 
frr;;;i"'thnfr(lfIt tf) he l1sr~d <IS thn nl1clf'IIS for thf~ lfllh 
SS Iliv. "Horst \'Jnssn!." 
Mflfch-MClV 1'1,1-1: ElnfllPllts nr thr hrir,C1rif' jflin rrnnils 
i~l' tr;lining -{;>[ Ihn I Hth SS Iliv. in Nnrli,rrn Cm"l;;j ;md 
thn Bfltschki'l TPIOon nf sOllthf!rn "'mp,'lTV. 
June 1 q11: 1st SS lldf'. is offici,lIlv diss,>I'/rri on p'lP"r. 
-;Jit-10';j-gh it h,,,! Innr, sinr:n 1)I~pn incnrpnrCl I ,,<I in t ,> I\H~ 
IHth SS Division. 

1st SS MotoTiznrl Infantry Ilrigflrl" Troop Sf rnnr,ths 
:11 Dl1cl1mllf'r 1" 1:~ 

17:1 ntfic"rs I ~,~l:ir, Nr~()s find mnn. Tntnl: f;, J:1:>. 

12!J officp.rs I fl:,:l NCt)s I .1.1:17 mf'n. Tot~l: 1.17 r,. 
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ss--nrigadf!fuf!hmr 
CIIRTSTIAN-PEDEH KHYSSINr. 

Born: 7 July I R91 in Denmark Dif!o: 7 ,July 1 nl; 
On 1 ,July 1941, RS R Danish Army Lif!utf!nRnt Colonel 

llnd thf! r.omm<lnder of the 5th ArtillrHY Det'lr.hment 
in Holhllek. C.P. Kryssing (lr;cepted the r;ommilnd of 
the Freikorps Danm<lrk. a Waffen-SS Dnnish voluntef!r 
if!gion formed to fight Soviet communism. ThR Fwikorps 
was open to (Ill men who h(ld completed thf~jr nationnl 

Ostubaf. Kry~sing (center) and Ogru(. Juettner (left). 

Rcforc and after: Kryssing and Jorgen"cn in Danish uniform 
(left) and in SS uniforms (right). They wear the soon 

~ilU)RlnJ[N ~Jo. J~ IQ 

WAFFEN-\\ 
PERSONALITY PROFI LE 

militi1ry serviCR sineR l~J:ll and its chif'f of st;lff W;lS 
thR Dnnish Army infi1ntrv CRpliJin Thnr .1prgf'nsf'n. Krvs
sing. n Vf'If'r:1n pf :17 yf':1rs in Ihe n<lTlish /\rmv - ehif'flv 
with Ihp. ilrtillrny hr;lD(;h - was gi'mn thp. Wafff'n-SS r;]nk 
of Oberstllrmh;mnfllf'hrf'r [Lf.Col.l. [I soon hf'ei1l11" ap
p<lmnt Ihilt Kryssing W;]s not qllitf' thf' m;lD 10 COl11m;1Jltl 
" modern. winfnrcpd inf;mtry h"tLllion likf' Ihe Frf'iKOrps. 
so RftRr trying tn Imild ilnd tri1in the IInit with th" hplp 
of a GRrfTJiln tr;lining sl;lff al lI;lmhllrg--T.;lngrnhorn ;]nr! 
Posen-Trr!sk;lU. Kryssinr~ r"lin'1"ished ;lctinf( COllllll:ln<l 
to H::;tuf. .J()q~f~n~pn. KTyssiJl~;'s rr,!l1()VilI wne:; ~'sn p;:-nli:lll y" 
politicClI it Sp.TTms. sincp SOTTH! of thp inflllf'nti~1 f);lni,h 
N;ltionill Snr;i;llists in thR FrTTikorps considprrd him il1""(
ficif!ntly p<lrtisCln tn th"ir C;l1Isr~. 

In March Jr117. Ih" dynilmic. pm N;ltif't1:11 Snci;liist 
StuiJ;]f. C.F. von SchaIhurg tonk nVRr tll!~ Frf'iknrps ClTld 
within il f"w shnrt w""ks harl it r""rlv fnr ;l(:t;nn. In th" 
meilntimn. f(rvssing. who mnl;lin"d in Ill" W"fff'n-SS. 
attended tr<lining cl;]ss"s ill Cl Cr-~rmrtn Armv ;lrtill'!r\' 
school rind thrm WilS assigmlri to th" st;lff of ihrr :lrtl SS 
"Totenkopf" Div. ;]s ;m nrtill(!rv officrrL lIe I;)trr sr,vpd 
a short stint in thR S;]mR c<lp'lcitv with thp Sth SS "\Viking" 
Division. In thR slimmer nf ID,n. dllfinp, th" fnrmillion 
of the TIT. SS Pz. r.orps ((irrrn;lnir:l. l<rvssinp.. who nnw 
held the rank of Standi1rtenfurrIn"r (CnLI W'lS rn;lrie thr 
Corps' ;uti II"ry r.om mand"L 

lie ilccnrnpnt1i"ri th" r.nrps to the Oraniflnk!llrTl Frnnt 
to the west of Lnninp,TCld. ;md ql1icklv pmVf!rl his worth 
by his ilhility to milke rrffflctiv" imprnvis:1linns rllI,inf, 
critiC:11 comh;lt situ;ltinns. This WilS ;lll thn morrr import;lnt 
sincR Ill. SS Pz. Corps hnrl fRw rps"rves or rr:pl;lCfll11fln t S 

to r.onnt on (most weTfl h"inr, spnt to Ih" snlltlH!rn pilrt 
of thp, F;lst"rn Front). Fnllnwing thrr drrsppr;]t" rptH';l! 
to the N;lrV;] HivRr line. l<ryssing (now;] llrip,ndpfuf!hrpr 
[M;lj.r.rm·ll. W;JS given thp. joh of nrg;lnizing R l11ixr~d 
h;ltt1~-grol]p In dRfRnr! thR nnrth~rn Est()ni~n S(>;l cn;]q 
to th~ w~~t of !!lInr,erlmrg. This forl11<1tinn. c;ll1pd K<1fl1pf

gnlppR "Kllrsle." consisted of rthnllt ~l.On() r'lIrnpfl'1n '!nl'ITl-' 
tp~rs (CPTm<lns. r·:slnni<lns. ~nd SC;lllfIinavi;1fls). f-"II"r1 

to he di"conrimwrl "trifn~" rolJ<lr p'ltch. 
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Juptrncr and Kryssinp, inspect the Freikorps Danmark. 

from 'l v'lri!)ty of units. In F!dmmry 1941 this hal tIe-group 
under Krvssing's direction (with help from his D'lnish 
chief-of-staff. Ostuhar. Englehardt). successfully f)lim
iniltee! Cl major Soviet Clmphihious lilnrling west of IIl1ngru
hurg. This would prolmhly he thp. highlight of Kryssing's 
~ngthv militilry Cilreer. 

When Ill. SS Pz. Corps pullerl b:lck from Nilrva to th.) 
Tilnnenherg positions in .Julv 1944. KGr. "Kueste" followed 
suit along the northern Estonian COilS!. The formation 
WilS dishilnd"d in September UJ44 with the evaclliltion 
of Estoniil. In the interim. Kryssinr, had becomfl ill ilnd 
had ooen sent hClck to Germany to rflcoveT. Whilp. in 
the hospitrtl he WilS hiHlly wounded in Cln "I\llied" bombinr, 
Clttilck. which forced him to remilin hospitilliwd until 
the cnd of the Wilr. Hp. WilS eventllCllly joined by his wife 
who servp.d ClS a Hee! Cross nursp. at tbe Ill. SS Pz. Corps 
hospilill in Tilllinn. Estonia before also llAing seven~ly 
wounded during il hombing ilttilck on thnt fncility! 

It would l){) fair to sClY the Brigfhr. Kryssin(~'s life WilS 
Cllmost totillly ruinp.d by the war. Both of bis sons were 
killml while serving with the Waffp.n-SS; one with the 
SS "Totenkopf" Div. near nemy:msk. the other with the 
SS Armored Recce Det. ll/"Nordl<lnd" dnring the retreClt 
to EstoniCl. The latter ~on WClS ClctuRlIy mortillly wounded 
ilnn dir.rI soon ilftp.rwClrds in Soviet hilne!s. I\fter the W'lT. 
still in bile! henlth. Kryssing WilS h'lIller! before Cl tribunill 
-n nf)nm;"lrk Clccllsed of being Cl trilitor. Found guilty 
.le W'lS given a long prison term which WilS commuted 
in l'lSI when he was finally releilsed. He WilS dp.nied 
all of bis "civil rigbts" ilnd his militilry pension. Even 
though illl of his actions were npprover! of by the legitirn01te 
wnrtime Dilnish government. Kryssing rflmilinHd stiJima
tized for the rest of his life. 

lip. suffemd his filtp. without complO1int. never apo\ngi z
ing for his actions which he would h,lVe unhp.sitiltingly 
repe<ltelj despitp. the dirH consp.quences. He lived <l quiet 
life in <l small Jutland town until his death on bis birthday 
in 1'l7fi. A mnn of dignity. honor and hr<1very. Christiiln 
l'f)der Kryssing deserves to be rememllflred ilS one of 
the outstanding Wilffen-SS combiltants in the struggle 
ilgilinst intf)rniltion'll communism. 

SS-OherstllrmfUHhrer 
IIANS-CI\SPAR KRIIEGEH 

llans·-Caspar J<rnegf1r was '1 Swe(lish officer c<l<iet who 
volunteered for the Swedish bilttalions that wp.nt to the 
ilid of Finl<lnr! dllTing its "winter WilT" of 1~J4()(41 with 
the SoviHt !Inion. The Swedes got ilS filr ClS lIilngo. Finl;m(\ 

but np.VHr actu:ll1v S:lW :lny :lction. tlpnn Ihp.ir Tf1tllrn 
homp. in p.nrly 1!l41 they were honored by <l p~r:ldp. m:lrch 
before the King in Stockholm. Once (~eTmany ~nd the 
USSR went to w:lr. m:lnv of these s:lme Swr.des. indllrling 
Kruflger. went tn ()slo to volunteer thnir sp.rvicr_s to 

the WClffp.n-SS. 
Krlle gP.I w ilS Clcce pter! ~nrl snn t to t hn SS -,)un lee rse hlllr 

Toelz for officer's training He sllhsnr}1lelltlv S:lW suhsl;lnti~1 
combrtt rtction wilh thp. "Wiking" lliv .. Ihe Estoni;ln SS 
VoL Bn. "NClfwa" anrl the "Nordl~nd" Di'! .. h"fOfP. twing 
assigned :IS il war corrcsponrl(~nt from th" SS KriPf!shpric\J
ter St<lnrl:lTte "Knrt EI(I(r.rs" to the SS I'z. Hr.!. :,!"Wikinl!." 
He was with this unit dnrin,! th" diffil:ult fi!~ht to p_sc:ll'e 
from the r:herk:lS'Y Pockel. whnrn he 1clid fir hl)ul(hs 
(in lieu of flowers) nn the r,frtVf1S of the Swerlish '1OIIInlp()r, 
who died thnre nnr! immort:l1izerl thr1ir Iknds in rt <lisp;dr:h 
that W:lS widely puhlished in npwSp~r'1rs thronrhollt F1lrOpf). 
A gre:ll hr,jiev"r in thn P:ln--Fnropnan W:lT :If!'linst )l1l1';\J11-
vism cilrriml on by the Waffnn--SS. T<rue,!r1r'S ;nticlrs 
[me! writinr,s fn'qn"ntlv :lppnilrnri in th" ~;c:lflrlin"'Ji:1n 
press. 

I\fter having p:1rtir:ipat"rI in Tle;Hlv ~11 of tllf' "lViJcinr!" 
Division's comh~1 missions. Ostnf. J\nll',!rr trl(Jk on on" 
last ilssignment pnrh'lps his gr<1:1I"sl of :Ill in 1\l'ril 
HI45 wllf~n h.1 j"iTl(~d Ihe Frr~nr:h SS 1\'S:1,1It nn. "r:h;nln 
mRgne" during its hf)rnic strllggle in the h:lt tIn for Hrrlin. 
KruegeT slIrvivpd th" fightinr,. Clnrl with thA h,,11' "f ;1 
U.S. I\rmy CClpt:1in W<lS :lhlA to le~ve c:lptivitv ilnrl irn
migr:lte to I\q,rntin:l whnre he heg:m Cl nRW lif" with 
four SCilndin:lvinn Waffen-SScomr8r!f)s. 

lie lilter rp.turner! fmqlwntly to Fmnpp. to :lttnnd W:1ff('1l 
SS veter<1n's reunions. A veter:ln of some of thf) m()st 
savilgn fightinr, on the E:lslf1rn Front, II:lns--CClSp'lr I<rnngrr 
dimj in a trrlf~ic <1utomnhile ;,ccident :1t rln 1I1lrn n ni fnrp" 
rililroad crossing in BUf)nos I\ires on 1 S Novernhrr 1'177. 

SS--o hers tu rm bilnn fue hre r 
FHTETHlICII HTCIITEH 

Thp. W:lffen-SS HittnTkrellztnmg(1r. Fripdrich Hid1tnr. 
WflS bOTn in l'll1 Clnr! h(~f!:ln his rnilil:1TY e:lrn"r ;1t Ih(~ 
Mecklinll1lrg "olien School in SehwfJrin in 1'1/'1 whf'i!' 
onp. of his hest frip.nds WClS Knrt rqnver. l;lIer In heUJflle 
fflmolls as "I'rlnzp.rmnver" (CO of I i. SS I'z. fli'l. "11.)" 
in Normandy). I\fter inining the milit:1riznrl SS ;1I1r! gr:1dn'll
ing from an SS ,Junkr1Tschllln. llieht"r ber;;WH) :I prrsnll;ll 
adjlltilnt tn SS-<;rupprnfnf'hrp.r I':lul IICln<;snr. th" prp-w;rr 
"Inspector GennT;rl" of Ihn SS·Vprfnr~'lJngstrIJPI'fJ. rtnd 
servp.d sp.vernl vn:lrs in this c~pClcitV. 

During the first ph:lse of Ihn HnssiCln C:1TTlp:1ign. Hie-htrr 
was t.he command'1r of 14th Co./SS-Hgt. "llruhr:hl,lllll" 
of the "flas H')ich" Tliv .. with thp r"llk of H;llll'lstllTlfl-
fllehrpr. lie s;'w :lction rlt Ihe Y"lnVrt Bend :llld ,l! 15tr;1 
on the road tn f\1nscnw while wilh this cnmp"nv_ IlnrinR 
the reformation of the "1J:lS H"idl" lliv. ill 1;1-);:. I!stnt. 
HichteT tnok charr,e of ,Jlh Cn_/"nr,utsehhnd" 'In,j W'1S 

wonndn(j whil.~ h(>ldinl! thiS posililJn. I\ftr~r gl'ltin" "Ill 
of thA hospitill. Hichtnr W:lS prnnHlI'1d tn SIIII(!1h"nnfll!lhTl~r 
nnd pl:lced in Chaff,f) of the rr~pl:lCl'nH'nt h'lt t'llinn of 
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thp. "Di1s Hp.iGh" Div .• SS-FEB 2. 
This was followp.rl by a stint as the comm<lnrl!H of 

Ill. Bn./SS·-P?. Gr. Rgt. 4 "Der FUflhrer" ("DR" Division). 
Following this Stubaf. Richter was posted as a tacticill 
instructor to the SS-.JS TOfllz under Ostuhi1f. Fritz Klingfln
mng hflfore serving in a similar cnpadty at the SS Artillp.ry 
School in Bp.np.schau (Bohp.mia) under Ostuhilf. Schlilmel
chef. 

In U11" Frierlrich Richter rflturned to ilctive bnttlefip.lrl 
commnnd. first as commander of I. Bn./SS Pz. Gr. Hgt. 
22/10th SS Pz. Div. "Frundsberg" in Normandy nnr! at 
Arnheim. thp.n as the leader of the division's close-r.omhilt 
school ,md replacement battalion. In 1945 Ostubaf. Hichter 
led Ill. Bn./SS Pz. Gr. Rgt. 21/"Frundsberg" in thp. vicious 
fighting for Alsace and Pomerania. lIe fell wounrlf1d 
in the latter area and spent the Iilst weeks of thfl wnr 
in a militHry hospital. 

IIstuf. Adolf Weiss (Jeft). 

SS-Stanrlartcnfnchrcr 
AJ)OLF WElSS 

Adolf Weiss was born on 26 Febru,ny 1903. At the <lge 
of 20 he joined the Reichswehr in HI?] Clnd underwent 
officer's trilining in conjunction with spfJciillist commllni
ciltions tr<lining. Thus. in thfl mid-l !170s. Wniss found 
himself a LelltnClnt in the SignClls troops. lIe pClssfJd through 
m'lny more CldvClnced trnining courses and bfJcanw Cl 
platoon trainer and an instructor in n rCldio company. 
After ohtaining his enginefJr's ClccredidRtion. WfJiss W<lS 
postfJd to the ERst Prussia Fortress Construction and 
Engineering StClff ilS a communic<ltions officer. By thfJ 
e<lrly l!l30s he hCld been promoted to flauptmClnn and 
led a company in the Signals DetachmfJnt 9 that was 
st;Jtioned in lIofgeismer. 

On I April 1916. Weiss transferred at his own rcrJl18st 
into the SS-Verfuegungstruppe. becoming Cl tnclical and 
communiciltions instructor at the SS ,Junkerschlllfl Hraun
sc hwei g, On 1 April 1837 he WnS plnced in charge of 
t.he new SS Signals Bn. at the BfJrlin-Adlershof hinr;Jcks. 
and WCl, nJild!) responsible for thfJ [ormCltion Clnd training 
of this unit which eventui1l1y provided key sign;J\s personnel 
to nJos t of t1w W<lffen-SS di visions. WfJiss I!,d thf' hi1 t I;-J lion 

in the fif,lrI with othfJr SS· VT units rlllTing the Occllp<1tinn 
O1ClrchfJs into AnslriCl. the SmletfJnl'1nd '1nrl Ilnhrrni'1-
Mornvi<l. il!lrl helped to pnrfnr.t its ilbility to fnnction 
efficinntly nnr!nr efllfJrgfJnr.y situatinns, 

In thn Polish Cilmp'lign of 10:J!1. Stuhilf. Wri'S I"r! 
thfJ SS Sign<lls Hn. into combat ilctinn for the firsl time 
with the }';l!lz"r Iliv. lKfJrnpf" (<In '1<1 hnr: fnrrniltion whi"h 
consisted (If rnixr,rI Army nnr! SS olemf!nts). Frnrn Ihe 
slimmer nf 1'110 thrnllf,h thfJ SUJTlmfJr of I!H2. tho nnw 
Ostuh'1f. Woiss r1iTf)clorl thn Signills Bn. in ilr:tinn ilS pilrt 
of the SS-\l1' Lliv. in Frilnce iHlrl thn 7.nrl SS Pz, (;r. Ili'l. 
"DCls RfJieh" in Sorhi'1 Anr! Russin [with tho h'1tt'1linn 
hP.ing nmaJTlorl SS Sign<lls Bn. 7. in the procoss). I\rlolf 
Wniss provfJrl himsp,lf to hp. il hrrivfJ imd ilhle offir:fJr in 
comhClt '1nrl WilS rinr:oT'1lfJd with hnt.h clClssfJS of Ih" Iron 
Gross. 

In tho filII of 1~11?. ()stllh~f. Woiss "In' phr:,," in "h;ngfJ 
of thn cO[J1lTlllniC'1lions r:omm'1nrf for sOlllhern HIl5'i'l, 
which cnordinatprl thee sign"ls nporiltinns fnr '111 (;"rn1:ln 
fnrr;fJs in thfJ TfJgion. !Jllring Ih" two VfJilrS thill fflllflw!'r! 
1111 )mlrl il vilrip,ly of pnsitions. inclllrlir1f~ tlH' "nmrn'1n" 
of P8nzflr-CrfJn8riior rogimrmts in tho Iflth SS lliv. "Frlln<1, 
bfJrg" Clnd thp, lfith SS Djv. "RF--SS." His 1<1" posling 
WClS as stelff sign<lis nfficer for thp, Wilfff'n"SS COJTlrnnnrlrr
in-chief Hung;uy (SS-Ogruf. GfJorg Kopplorj. with thfJ 
rank of StClnd'HtnnfllPhroT. 

SS-J<lfJger Arvir! Sv'~n !{ilrrv (;iluffin Iphotn 'lh".,,, I<'ft], 
horn" July l!ILl in Swndnn. 1I-1IA (rnnst likplV "ill,,<11 (W'lT 

AchtClchm<l nn 7 April 1!114 whilo spr'/ing with th" prf'
dominnntlv Norw(,gian SS Ski Bn. "Norg"" fir Ih" 1;lh 
SS Mtn. Iliv. "Norrl." 

SS-Sr;huol If' Lilrs r.llnnilr !{"lIrnfJr [photo 'lh(l'/p rif~htl. 

born 21 JilT\llnry ) '121 in SWf'rirm. lip W;lS n moml,,'f tlf 
the SS Tr;lining '1nrl Hoplilcpmont lIn. ~ [Ili'l. "Wikinl;") 
in KI'lllgfJnfllrt. AlIstriil, 11-11/\ in Snptomhnr Iq'D. proh;d>1y 
while serving with th" 11 Ih SS ]lit/. "Nnrdl<lnrl" in Crfl;11 i'1. 

The SW"tii,h vn]llntnp.r ()skClr Thllrossnn ll£)rl!,lri1(lrj 
di£)d on 7. .Iun£) 1~lfl4 at tho ilr," of fi'l. 110 WnS il Hnltf'n
fuehrer in thr, "r;r)rrni1nin" l1gf.. nf Ih£) "Wikinr," lli'lisinn. 

SS SllITmh;Hlnfll!~hrnr 
FlllEllIHCII MESSEH l.E 

FrifJdri(:h IC!r'"""lo WilS horn nn 7.2 April 1!lIS in S'J\;-\1:H:h. 
Sililr. thp, son nf a min"!'. HfJ cnrnplr!tfJri his s.-\I[1f)ling 
in 1!l:J'1 rind fmm 1~l.l;'-lfl SfHVpr! in the nHlllnLlin ;1rlilll'rv 
of the Gf!rmiln Army. In l'nll 11f1 rr'f:f~ivr'tl Ih.' r;lnk of 
LelIlTlnnt n1ld onfJ YP;1f liller hn trilnsf"rTrrl into thr \I!"f
[nn-SS wilh Ihn rilnk nt (intersturmfnr)hrr.r. lie <;11'15('

qmmtly hr":;lme il sif;nills pliltoon ir.;Hler. <In ClrljlltClnt 
nnd a bAttery r;nmTTl"ndnr '111 in tho rv. Hp;j',V "\rtilk'rv 
DfJtClchrn£)nt nf thfJ SS-"Totpnknpf" Artillf!ry H"f;inwnt. 
He sp,rvod with this Hni! from ils inception to the lilsl 
months of Ill" war. 

MossfJrlp n£)xt COOlfTl'1nrjpri Ihe StClff n;lIl"Tv/IV. Ppt .. 
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then the 12. flattery/SS-AR 3 before taking chilTf(e of 
the "Artillp.ry Group Messerle" which distinguished itself 
in the nefp.nse of the DemYilnsk Cauldron "corrinor" 
(or pipe-line). Messerle was eventually promoted to Sturm
bannfllchrer ;lOn mane commander of IV./SS-AR 3/"Toten
kopf." in which cilpacity he served until his wounding 
in Milr"h 1945. In the course of the WAr hp. was np.r;OT;Jtp.d 
with both clilsses of the Iron Cross and the GermCln "mss 
in Gold. He returned home from GlptiVity in 1!14 7 ;\Od 
workpd in the mining industry in the SAilrlilnd until his 
retirement. lie rlied on 14 April HHl4. 

StuTmbilnnfllchTCT 
Or. ERIC" GI\TTEHNTGG 

Eri"h GClt ternigg W;J5 born in the Carinthia region of 
AlIstri;j on 7.0 ,July 1!J07. fic studied medicine in thc years 
prior to WWll and eventllillly her;ilme a physician. With 
the threat of Wilr in the Air, Gatternigg volunteered 
his sp.rvices to the Wp,hrmnr;ht nnd served as an Army 
doctor in the Polish CampAign of 1939. In April 1940 
he dp'"ided to transfer to the elite W<lffen-SS And he 
WnS <lssignp.(l to the spp.r:iAI SS "Totenkopf" Rgt. that 
was strttioned in Kirkenp.s, Norway on the Bnrents Sea, 

In Fehnlrtry 1941. Giltternigg W<lS sent to the "Leihstiln
drtrtp." SS Adolf Hitler" Bde., where he ber:Ame the medicrtl 
or 'er for the SS Rer:ce Detachment "LAII" led by the 
d" ,mf, Knrt "Pilnzer" Meyer. He stAyed at this post, 
often in the forefront of the bilttlefield action. through 
the Balkiln campaign and during the invasion of Hussia 
up until the period following the B;lttle of Kharkov in 
1943. 

""1ell "Panzermeyer" was ilssigned to command the 
S: Inzergrenildier Rgt. 25 of the new 12th SS Pz. Div. 
"Hitler .1llgend." he SAW to it thrtt his close friend Erich 
G<'ltternigg went with him to hecome the regimental 
suq::eon. Following some tough duty with the "I!'J" Div., 
Dr. Gatternigg WrtS sent to the 9th SS Pz. Div. "lIohen
staufff1n" in Novemher 1941 where he hecame the r:hief 
division,,1 menir:<'ll officer, in {;harge of the "Hohenstallffen" 
field hospitrtl and dreSSing stations. He served in this 
capilr:ity until the end of the war with the rank of Sturm
bannfllf!hrer (Major). 

In the cOllrse of the w<lr Sfubaf. Dr. Giltternip,g WilS 
awarded both r.!Asses of the Iron Cross. the Wrtr service 
medal. the close r;ombrtt r:\asp, the infantry assault badge 
and the German Cross in gold. lie remilined in Americiln 

CAptivity until M"y 1'117 when he was tnrnpd over to 
Austri;]n "iluthoritips" (pl1t into power by t!Jp "Allies" 
;md SOViets), who immediately s;]w to it that he was 
confinen for another 72 months for h;nring server! in 
the "r:riminn\" Wnffen-SS. Fnllnwinf( his !~ventual rr'I,,,1S'~ 
from confinF'!men t in 191 '1, Ga t terni f,g was a hip to re [;"in 
his dviliiln "Doctor" titlp. anr! hpg,1n ;] m"r!i~al pr<lctkn 
in the town of Winklp.rn which h" maintained for m'llW 
yenrs. fIe Cllso hr'camp ar:tivp in ppst w;n W"ffpnSS 
vetrnans affnirs. 

SS- Ol,.,p;!llTmlmnnfllehTeT 
WEHNEH IIOEHNTCKE 

Wernnr lInernir:ke was horn on () M'lTch 1'1n7 in Tlrpsdf'Tl. 
lie completed his schopling <It thr. Wettinr.r (;ymnCl<;inm 
in 192G ilnd then tr'linrid 'lnd worked as a ",Ipm"n until 
19:14 when he join.!d the J{nich<;wr.hr. fie thf'n nttl'"riPrj 

Cl motorr:ycle troop tr'lininr, coltr<;r. in Doilerit7.-FIs>;rllnd 
Rnd il year Irtter participat"d in '1 r"SPTVp. offiCl'TS tr'lining 
COllrse with the ITlf.HI~t. 111 in Tlrnsd'!n anrl thl' InLH!;t. 
1 fJ 1 in nOf! he In. 

In the ye<lrs th;,t follnwP(j lIoeTnir:kn took p,nl ill thp 
mnrchns into AlIstri<l. thl) Sudntenhnd and llnlH'mia
Mor<lvia. On 1 SpptnmhnT 1!l:l!1 hp. h"""mn a L(!uln;mt 
of the rnSPTves bllt ;] hnttnr rlp;]1 wn<; in Ihe nffinr,. The 
np.wly drwelnping Waff"n- SS 1lrgently neerl"d prn'!f'n 
officeTs ilnd 1I0p.Tnicke wns nffnnHI the rank of IIClupt
sturrnfuehrer (reserve) in return for tr<lnsferring in. IIn 
<lr:r;ept"d this arrangp.fTlent nnd hec<lfTle rt mnmi>f'r of 
the Wilffnn--SS on I;, Novemher 19:19. 

IIstuf. Hoernickp WrtS pi;] c."' in chargp. of ;1 "Totpnk"pf" 
motorcycle r;omp<lny in Cr;]r:ow which in 1'141 hpc;]mf' 
thp. moto[cvr;h~ [p.ccP. comp"ny of thp. 1st SS flrir,'1dn. 
lie led this IInit during Ihp first. stages of tlm Hllssian 
Crtmpaign and prov,:rI himself 10 hn " r:nmpr'tent '1Tld 
sllccessful r:ommandf!T, winning ;] nnmhpr "I' "omh'lt 
decor<ltions inr;llldinf~ hoth cl"ss(~s of th!! Iron Crnss fin 
Novemher 1:J41 and Dp.cpmhpr I!H? respr.cti'lf)lyl. th" 
assAltlt hrtdge. ttIn close--r:ofTlhat cla<;p and th" wound 
h;]dgp. in silver. flr~ would 18tpT rnc:niv[! lit" wOllnd h;Hh;r! 
in gold ilfter being wounded for thn sixth timp.. 

On 21 .Tune 1!J4:J. IInernicke w;]s prnmotnrl to Stnrmh'lnn
fuehrer (reserve). II(! then serv,,,1 as th" C() of r.nn./SS-fl{ 
10/lst SS Brigadp.. Latnr in Ihe ynnr. r1I1Tinv, th" pnll !Jack 
from thl) Smolensk Brpa. n gap in th" frnntliTl"s ,lId<l('nly 
appeared hetween XX X XIII. "rmy Corps and its Tlr!il;hhf)f
ing Corps to the sf)lIth. I./SS In If) was ilttCl.:h.~d to this 
southp.rn Corps in snpporl of an Army di'!ision th;lt W'lS 

trying to plllg lip thn h()le in Ih,. front. 
After coming unclnr <;eVf~ln plf~ssnrn frolll f'nrcl1JY fh:htrr 

plnnes ;lTId tanks. thl! Armv tronp" f(;lVe WilY. IVhil" standlTlI; 
with his unit in msnrv". Stnl"lf. IInr!rnir.k" nh"(>Tvpd 
this ronte ilnd rlpr;irlprl tll tak" iOlmerli;]te actinn. "t 
the head of his troops he hnnch"d 'In immpdia'e U111ntnTnl
tack. In hil[]d~toh'1lId c()mhat I./SS·fI1 10 rn-t'Hlk thr 
lost Army positions ;lT1rI tlH,n th,nw th" Hnfl'; h'll:k off 
of a hill thl:y had occnpied_ This hroke thp haLk nf " 
miljor Sovi"t offensiv(' ;"HI s'l'Jpd the dClY for th" withrlr'lw 
ing GermCl[] forr:p.s. It '1lsn hrnnr,ht Ihe ;]wanl nl the! l<ni~ 
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ght'~ r,ro~s to Stllb;jf. fjol!rnickc on 1 flccrmhrr 1')11. 
fI()[~rnickr~'s hnttillion W:15 soon incorpor,Jt,~d into thf~ 

lllth ss Div. "lIorst Wpssel" and on !J No',,! 111 her 1!11'1 
h" was promotr!d to Ohersturmh'lnnf1!r~hrrr. Then on 
1 rh~cemllPr 1'144 he hr~camc one of tlH! few W-SS officers 
to "vcr p"rmanrntly trans[rr hilck into t1w reglllar Army. 
Hp was given the rank of Ohcrstleutnilnt ,md m<1<il! r:orn
m'lIld'~r of thl! Volksgrenildier Ilf4L IOn:l/,,11th vc lliv. 
- position whirch hl! held until thr~ Rnd of the W:1r. Iloernicke 
rlil~d of i1 stroke in NllrRmheTg on:1O April 1!lIl2. 

S5-Hauptsturmfuchrcr 
KARL-HEINZ EHTEL 

Karl-flRinz Ertel Wil5 horn on 28 Novemher l'JID in LUPOf!n
Hrarnh;lIler. LlJf~npr! District, North Hhinp-Wpstphilliil. 
He WilS the son of a police official. From 1 n;Ui to J !J311 
he <1ttenrl<!rI the Ciltholic "Olrl City" School in Luenen. 
flr~ then attpnrlerl the Frihprr-vom-Stein HRalgymnilsium 
in Lupl1"n ilnrl thp fiindenburg RRillf~ymnilsium in 110rtmllnrl 
until his grad1!<1tion on 25 Fehrll'lry lU.1B. From April 
to ()ctol~r una Erte! SPTVf)!] with the Heich I.Clbor Service 
nelClehrm~nt 8./2115 in Ergste, Westphilli~, thr.n on 1 No
vprnhBr 1!l:lH he volunteered for the SS-VT, joining 1st 
Co./SS-St~n,!~rte "Germania" in lI'1mll1lrg-r.~nfienhnrn. 

lie sr.rved flS a r:ompany messengpr during th() Polish 
C<lmp<1ign of Septemher 19:1!1. thfm from NOVf~mbr.r 1!1:l!) 
until Fehruary 1940, he attended the first w;ntim() officers 
tr<lining course at SS-.TunkeTsehulf' Tonlz. In MClrch 1940 
th() n()wly comrnissionerl Untersturmfuebrr.r Ertel WilS 
assigned to the replacement hattillion of SS H gt. "(;r.r
mflnh." In April he W'IS posted to 3nl Co./"(;r.rmaniil" 
in Westphalia ilnd hy the IJfJginning of the Western Cilm
p;]ign in May 1~1411, he had become the 7.nd OrrlnClnc8 
()ffic;er for 1./55-"(;." Following the r:eilsefire with Fnlllce, 
Ertr.1 became: Cl platoon I()<lder in 10th Co./SS-"(;." a 
position hp, held until.June 1'141. 

In this monlh Ert"I W'lS attached In the nrwlv 'l1Tlhori7pd 
Finnish VOI1Tlltf'f" Hn. whil:h h('f~;ln forminf~ <1nd tr'lininl! 
in Virnna. ~;I r,lls1Tnd and (;ross Horll. In Ilf'cemhrr 1'1'11 
thn Finnbh Bn. was sr.nt to thr~ "Wikinr:" S.'i Iliv. nn thp 
s01Tth()rn pent of the I':<lstrrn Front. :nrivinr, in .hTl\l:nv 
1 'l17.. It WOTlld mmain with th" "Wikiu!;" Div. IInlil .flllv 
1 !111. Dnrinl: this timp Frt('1 s('rvrd 'lS a cnmpany com. 
m~nrlnr with th(! h;,ttalioll and during thl~ fightinl; at 
1\1algohnk '1l1d in the Cil\lt:'1S1T~ hf' won hoth gradps of 
th(~ Iron Cross. th" Finnish Frf'f'do[l] Crnss. 'lth 1:I<1ss. 
the Silver Closp--Cornhat C lasT'. thp Black WOllnri n'ldf~" 
'1nd thn Infanfry I\ss<lnlt H;](ll:e. 

In Anf~llsl 19'13. Ohf'rstllrtl1fllr~hrer Frlf'l her:'1rlH~ th" 
rp.r,inll'ntal <lrJilltanl nf thr' new Ilnlr:h SS ['z.(;r.Hr,1. 41) 
"Ile Hnyt"r" of the "N"rir~rlanrl" llril~Cld". 11" "'ClS with 
thr! H'~ginlf'nt in Crontin. nn th" (lrClnif'nk111rTl Front 
nnd '11 Narv,l. On thn rn()rninf~ of :"1 .Jllly J !I,11 thl' "11" 
Hllytr.rlt posilinns fo rh,., wp.~t of Nnrvrl C:1T1lr"'> t1nrJr~r ;1 

massive PIlf'rTlY ~tt'lck. Th'~ nr.f~impnt,11 r'()rTlrn~lJlrlpr. 
Ostnh;]f. lI;ms Cnll;]ni (whflrTl Frlnl h;ld Spr'ff'ri IInd,'! 
in thn Finni<;h Iln. I. W;]S I);Hllv WfJllI"If'rI ClnrJ ,;hot hlll",,'lf 
whfrn it 1()()I((~rI likn thn "Jll'fI" command prl';t w"nld I,,' 
OITp.TTlln. It wns thr~n Infl tn IIstllf. FrtpI to tnl'r, r-!"lr!;I' 
of lhp. nngirn"nt. lie Jr~d it thrnll!;h two days of dpspf'r"tp 
clnsp.-eomh;rt. sncr:pssflllly r"flf~llinl( conntless ,'o'/ipt 
iltt<1r:ks. For thi~ rlisplClv of r1er:isivpn"s,; <lnd ["'r""I1:>1 
llr<lvery. K<lrl·flcinz Frt"I w"s :lw<lrrJ"r1 th" I\ni[;ht's 
Cross. 

In ,[Clnn'lrY 1~1;;. :lftn, '('''""l! TIlorp Illonths of In,d 
fighting. lIallptstllrrnfnehTf'r ErtpI Irrft th,' "Jln Hllyt"," 
Hgt. when it nrriv"rI h'1ck in Stf'ttin from KrrrlClnd. Ill' 
thRn Sp.rv8r1 until thp. "nd nf thn W:lr as thn First ()rrln'lT1"f' 
Offic"r on tlw st;lff of Ill. SS 1'7. Cnrp<; (;nrrn;lnir:l. (11\ 

f; MilY 1!)1:i. Ert"l wfmt intn Amerir:<ln r:Clptivity [lC':1T 

Lippsprinr,e. Wrrstph'llia. IIrr was tllrnpr! nV"r to thp Fnl:lish 
wh()n the arr.il frdl within th" British 7,onl' of ()cr:Uj1;lIi'lu. 
For thre,~ months in thp slimmer nf I I J I11; I·:! 1nl sr~rvr'<i 
as il defr.ose witness for thp W<lffp[]-SS ilt th" Nu!prnhf'T!: 
Trihunil!. That W:lS a mi~trtke HS thp. vr'ngp<lnr:r>-rninri"rI 
"Allied" prflspcutnrs didn't tilk" too kinrily tn "rlf'ff'T!<;(' 
witnesses" and in almost r.very instanc" wp.nt (lut nf 
their way to Sf~rk il me<tsnrr. of rr!v"nr;r~. Thlls IIstuf. FrtpI 
found himspJf singlpt! nut for 'I "SIlP.r:iill invpstlr;:Iti()[l." 
but nothing could hp found rrr,rrinst him. 

FinillIy Cl I:il sll 8 I "tip" arrivprl from I1ritish j[ltr~lliEpnr:r': 
Ertel h<1d s"rved briefly in Yugosl'lvi<1 HS <1 rnf!rnl1f~r of 
rrn SS IInit il!HI <lccording tn "Allind" logic <Ill SS units 
in thilt Country committpr! iltrncitins, thus Ertf'j W'1S 
undouhtedly H "w;n criminill"I Wh'1t to do next'l Why. 
turn him ovpr to Tito's "lItchf'r~. qf unITse. Thl1~ on :"0 
April HH7 fa fine spnsf' of "tinrin!~" thafT). If~;tuf. Frlpl 
Wil5 disp<ltchpd tn YIlr,o~l:l'Ii;] to h(~ tried a~ <I "w<lr r:rirn
in;]!." The Yugns!<1Vs e:1mflllly chnej,f'd their VolllminrlllS 
"hit list" <lnri wp.rp IIn;lhlr. tn find Frtpl's nilmp on it. 
As filr ClS thr.v wem eoncnrnpd hp W<lS <1 "nohody" h1!t 
sompthing 11'1d tn hp rlllllf1. They promptly Sf'ntp"rc"d 
him tn six yp;HS ilt h<1rd lahor for hf'lol1r,ing to ;1 "crirnin:l! 
organizHtirl[]" the Wilffen-SS. f(ilrl IIf~in7. Frtf'1 IV'1S 
finally rel"<lsf'r) from a tot<llJy IInjustifipd cilptivity on 
15 OctolWor 1'Jr,n due tn thp. person:1l intpr'lf'ntin[l of 
KonrCld Adpn;1I1pr. 

SS -11<111ptstllrrnfllfrhn'r 
TALBOT V()N PISTOH 

TilJhot 'Ion PistrJT w~s horn on 14 I\III;IIst 11)[1[;. th" ,on 
of Cl finilnr:n offici:11 in Virmna. l.'1tf'r Pll in liff' h" 'I'''nt 
four yeilrs in E'1st I\fric<l h"fnrp rf'tnrninr; tf) Vi p nn'1 
in 1!l:l1. I\ftqr:tr~rl hv thn l'ositilTP p,rov:th of N:1tif)l1;ll 
Socialism in (;"rm;rny. Vf)n Pi,tnr snon <lpplipri rnr mf'mher' 
ship in th(~ (;('ne1:11 .'is (h'mnnri in Al!st!ial. '1nri (;rl1s"<'<1 
the borrirrr tl) join thr~ 1\1I~tri;]n S.'i l.f'r,il)fl in f(lflst('rlf'ch. 
(;prmClny in /lIIgIlSt 1 !t:u. In 11l.l!i hI' W'lS '11.t;l'·h,''] tf) 
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the SS-Verfuegungstrnppe. JOining IT. Bn./SS-Stnnflarte 
"Deutsr,hlilnd" stiltioned at Dilchau. 

After ohtilining his officer's commission. von Pistor 
WilS sent to the staff of the newly authorized SS-Polizei 
Div. at W;Jndern/Kurmak on 1 Or-tober 1 !l3!J. lie served 
very effir,ientJy with the PoIizci Division's rer,r,e detar,h
ment dllfing the French Campaign of 1940 before b,)ing 
rCHssigned to the divisional Slilff in the ilutumn of thilt 
yeHT. He served ilS a st;]ff officer (quite frequently on 
the b'lttlefieldl, during the Poli7.ei nivision's toughest 
ar,tions in Hussi;]: ilt Lug;]. KrRsnogvardiesk. Tschudovo. 
Nikolskoje "nd elsewhere. 

In 1!l4:l. von Pis tor spent time ilt il support troops 
tr;]ining filcility in the Generillgovernment (Poland). 
and in 1944 he was nilmed the supply officer of the 21st 
Alhanir!Il SS Mtn. Div. "SkHnderbng." helping with the 
formation of the division at Prizren. Alh;]niH. He WRS 
Jlf!Jrt assi~ned to help with the reconstruction of the 
20th Estonian SS Div. at Oppeln/Neisse. Durinr, the last 
months of the war hA served as a staff officer with the 
2:,th Ilung;uinn SS Div. "Hunynrli" and he acc;omp;mied 
this form<ltion into American captivity on 5 May 1945. 

Following his wlp.ase from confinement. Tnlhot von 
. lstor was one of the founders of the Wflffp.n-SS vntnrrtn's 
society in Munic;h. lie later moved to Cologne. still rnmnin
ing active in veteran's nffflirs. and evp.ntunlly took up 
fl position with Mnnin-Verlag. the Waffen-SS veteTnn's 
puhlishing house. 

SS-RTigrlllcfne hmr 
OTTO GIESEKE 

Otto Gieseke was horn in Hohenh<lmeln. Peine District. 
on 24 Marc;h 1891. the son of [<lrmer Anr,ust Gieseke. 
- 'tf'r complp.ting his schooling in UJ10. Gies('ke vn\un-

_err.<i for nnr.-yenr's scrvic;e with the lfith Dr<lr,oon 
Hgt. in Lnenf'berg. From Ulll to 1914 he attended a 
te<lchers' tr<lining r,ourse Rnd hec;<lme ;m acr,wrlitl~d elp.
menlary sr,hnol te<lcher. With the outhre<lk of WWI. Giesr.ke 
rejoined his old Hegimont in the field ami fought on thr. 
IMr.stern Front. 

in the second year of the war Gir~seke wns proTTlotr.rl 
to Leutnilnt. <lnd somewhilt lilter he joined fl machine 
gun detflr,hment of a Guards Hifle Rgt. with the rilnk 
of Oherielltnnnt. In the course of the war he W<lS wounded 
four times and Wfl5 awnrded both grades of the Iron Cross. 
He also rer,eived the Orrlr.r of the Honse of Hohenznllern 
with Swords. The end of WWI found Gieselm in Berlin. 
nisg1Jsted with the surrender and eilger to continlle his 
military servic;e. His only option therefore WrtS to join 
a Free Corps Her,iment. whose mission WflS to resist 
the onslilught of Bolshevik tyrnnny ilnd try to prnvp.nt 
Gnrmany from sliding into totill anilrchy. Gir.seke sif,nr.d 
on wilh the f<lmous "Iron Division" which from 1 Din to 
1!121 bflttled the communists in the Bnltic Stntes nnd 
Polish insurgents in lJppnr Silesi<l. For his nctions dnring 
this periorl. Otto Gieseke W'lS decoT'ltp,d with the Ililltic 

Cross (1st iJnd 7.nd Cb,s) ;111<1 thp, ()Trlr~r of Ih,~ Silr"i:1n 
Eflgle. 

In 1~27. (;ip,snkp, join"rI thr. Sclllltzl'0liwi (l'r()t'~,-tinn 

Police]. keeping his old I\rmy rilnk of ()hr.rlnlltn;lllt in 
the process. !le spent time ;]\ posts in sC'T"r<ll riiffpTf'nt 
towns until 1:/10 whp,n hp, WClS s"nt to C(ll()gnr~ whr,rr 
he stilyerl for fiVF1 full ye;]rs. Bv 1 ~1!1 hp, hilri h"r'l1 prnntntr..1 
to Mnjor <lnr! WilS mnrlr. UlmlTlnnrlr.r of thp. Sr:hlltzpnliz"i 
in ErftJTt. ThtlringiCl. Hn WilS nnxt pnc,tl~d to Ih" )'oli ... ~ 
Tr'lining Rn. in Itwhoe. nnr! follnwing tlw !'nlish r:ilmpilif~n 
he wns mndp. cornmnnrir.r of <1 !'olien lln. st<llionpd in 
Luhlin. Aftp,r Iming promotnr! 10 ()h"Tsflpuln:lnt. (;i(,5(>\>(, 
took chnrgn of Cl Policr. Hifle Hr,1. in H<1dnfll. I'o);H,,1 
in cnrly 1!140 ilnd il short whilp. htp.r he hp.r:<lntp the .. hir~1 
of-staff of the np.wly ;1l1thoriwrl SS--f'olicp, Division. 

At the beginning of the HnssiCln r;;]mp<1ir;n. (;i('<"'"" 
W<lS in r,hflrge of th" SS-Polic" Hifln Hgt. J of tit" SS-1'111i["r~ 

Division. If" enjoy"rl goorl r,,);]tinns wi t h his offi':"T5 
;!Jld mAn nnrl scrvr.d ;]S sort of n hth"r-fi~lIr" for t 11<' "'. 
He also liked to hn in th" thick of thinf;S on the hnttl"fi"lrI 
and it wilsn't very long hnfor" hr. suffered ilnother wOllnd 
and wns rlecornted with the Silv"r Wot1nd H;1flf;f'. Hf' 
also quickly won thp, WWI) chsps to his WWI Iron r:roSS(~S . 

DllTing thp, fif:hting on Ih" Vnlkhov Hivp,r Front. f1Stuh:lf. 
Giesr.kp. lerl a h:1ttle-Rrmlp forrnp,rl Rmunfl his j{p,girnf'n t . 
In the summer of 1!1~2. Kilrnpfgnlppe "Ciesekr~" sp,,;n' 
heilded the effort to p.lirninnte the Irrtpp"rJ 2nd Sovirt 
Storm Army. I\fter <lnys of henvy fightiur, thToup,h thp. 
sWRmps, fOTest <lnrl hnl.h country. the now St;Jndartf'n
flH~hrer GiesekA lerl his troops in the ilssilUIt on thp, enr.rny 
command centers ilt Voschnri ilnr! Fp,nnv--!.ug. Following 
<l few hOUTS of stiff fighting with StClf. GinSf~ke ;JI Ihr) 
hottest spots in the <lr,tion with the first flSS'luIt W;Jve. 
the SS Police troops broke thn communist resist;Jnce 
and c;<lpturp,r! thnir objp,ctivp,s. Along with m;Jny of his 
soldiers. Giesekp. receivp.rl thr. Assmlit Bildgn in Silvpr 
- the milrk of il trur) "storm solrlier." 

Staf. Gieseke's Hf)girncnt VlilS next switchp,r1 to iI np,w 
front sector whp,re th" Tosna Hivp,r joinp,rI thn Np,'!;J. 
LRto in the summer of 1~42 a mCljor h;]tlle ernptr.rJ her'~ 

when the Heds Rtt"mpted to hreilk through thf) ring ;nonnd 
Leningrild. The focill pnint of thr~ enemy ilf.t;Jck WrtS 
the sector held by Stllhilf. J(:nl Sr:hupmers' II.Hn./SS-Pol. 
Hgt. 1. No fewer t1tiln 2n.0()O rnflssr.d enemy tmop ;Jinng 
with a variety of flSSilUlt boats. supportf'rI hy fightpr 
plilnes. homllf1Ts. ilTtillp,rv illlrl tnnks. mildn ;l sll['TPrne 
effort to srn;Jsh this smilli pilTt of Ihr. (;"rm;Jn front. 
StnL Gieseke had only on" order to givn th'~ rldpnrjPTS: 
"You mllst holr! Ihps" positions. anr! ynn will hold tltnrn." 
To hp,lp ont he ;Jssf'rnhlnrl n cornp:1Jl,! frolll-· rm'mh"Ts nf 
his st;Jff nnr! 1:1St rr.ser'!p,s rlnrl pnrson;t11y lnd it in cnuntf'r
ilttncks wh,mnvp,r t h,~ si tual inn Wilrr:ln tp,rl. 

For snvp,n fl<lyS rtnrl seVf'n nights ttm h;Jt tie nt thp, Tnssnn-· 
Nevrt juncture rnf:p,d with nnlllit.ir,ilt"d fury. In thf' midst 
of this fires tor m thp, SS trwlp, h"ld firm with sl"ndf;J5t 
resolve. Thp, Sovi .. t, ne'!r'r hroke thrrtllgh nTld w('r" tllf(·"d 
to hreRk off th'~ assrJlllt dlln to P,TwrmOIlS In"f's. Ttl" 
SS Police troops had prn'!nll thernsf'I'!"s m;J~t"rs of lit" 
most rliffir,nlt sitllatioTl im;]gin:thle. Nev"r nnfCf' hrtrl ttH'V 
filltered. even I hnllf(h t hr. pr"ssllrp, w:ts (lv'~Twh"I[)]ing 

at times. 
For the perff]rm:lnr:f' of his r"f;iment r1l1rinf: Ihis fif:hting. 

StilL Otto (;iP'Sf'K" WflS ;]wnrrlr.rI thf' Knif,ht's er"", nn 
30 Septr.rnher 1'1-1/. Ilis sllhordinRt'~. Stllhaf. Sr:hllr.ntf~rs. 

was similarly der:oriltp,r!. Ot tn (;ip,sf'k'~ went nn to h"':l1nlp 
a Brignrlrlfllnhrl!T ;lnd r:ornntrJndp,r of :tll Orrlnr j'nli.,' 
troops in the H;t1tir: slrll"s. In thr sllrnrnrr of 1'1,\·1. lH' 
led:l hRttle--grollp nf J.;]tviiln. Fslflni:m ilnri (;f~Trn;jn I'(lit,·'· 
troops (formnrlv Kaml'fr,TlIpP" ".rnr:krdn") in thl' fir:ltllllr! 
for Lntvi;]. 

Brigfhr. Cin,.f'Kr'S thT"" hrnthp,rs ;lTlrl twn sr)lI~ :111 S;jW 
frontIinn scr'!ir"p rillrinr, thr~ W;lT ilS wp,il. Ilnf' "I lw; S<lW' 

.. 
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W}lS with the fnmous "lIermnnn Goerinr," Div .• while 
the other. Ilans-Guenther Gieseke. served as an Ostllf. 
in 2nd SS Pz. Div. "Das Heir:h." Otto Gieseke survived 
the immrdinte <lftermath of the Wilr hut died of a heart 
ntt'lCk on 26 Fehruary 196il in lI,mnover at the age of 
76. 

SS-Rrigmlefuchrcr 
JUF.RGEN WAGNEH 

.Jnergen Wagner WnS horn on !l Septemher 1901 in Strflss
hurg. Alsace. the son of General'-of-the-Infnntry Ernst 
Wctgnrlr. After attending schools in Wesel. MlIenster 
and Erfurt. he joined the Corp of Milit,uy Cndets in 
N,lUmburg in 1915. In 1917 he was trnnsferred to the 
milin mili tilry cadet inst<llIation ilt the Lir:hterfelr!e Ilar
TilCks in Berlin. With the dissolution of this fClciJity in 
early U120. Wagner returned to the home of his pClrents 
in Muenster. Here he became a member nf the "Student 
Free Corps Muenster" which WilS fnrmer! to b'lttle llolshe
viks and other subversives in the Ruhr are'l. 

In MClY 1!J20. Wagner returned to ilnrIin-Lichtnrfelde 
whir:h had been turned into a government institute for 
tr'lining r:ivil servants. Blit he soon found this ar:tivity 
not to his liking and in March 1921 he enlisted in the 
HeichswI~hr. By 1925. Wagner was serving 'lS nn officer
r:andidate NCO in the Army hut his career seemed to 
have rear:;hed a dead-end. since officer appointments 
were highly restricted in the 100.000 man Heir:hswehr. 
So in 19 ~ fj he used his recen t marria ge as a reason for 
leaving the serVice. He then studied and trainer! in mer:h
ilnicill engineering in Friedherg. Hessen until UI7.9 when 
fin'lncial difficulties forceo him to seek full-time employ
men t. 

He Wi!S 'lhle to ser:ure <l position as an assistrlllt engineer 
ill an electrical power works in lIoer:hst i!no later on 
he held the same job in Nassau an oer Lilhn. [Juring thl) 
depression. Wagner was laid off and moved to Qllf)dlingburg 
in Cl fruitless effort to find I)mplovment. With the help 
of his wifl) and in-laws he was able to open a sm'lll jewelry 
shop (his father-in-law was a jewelcr). bllt this was really 
not very satisfying employment for him. 

In Mnrch 1931, Juergen Wagner oecided to join the 
SS orgilnization of the NSnAl'. where he WClS ahle to 
put his military skills to work with good effect. Ily October 
he was serving as a Scharfllehrer (Sgt.) 'lnd afte; success
fully training a 13-rnan SS-"Sturm" he W'lS promoted 
to Oberscharfuehrer and squad leader. In Or:toher 1'132 
WagneT took charge of the SS Sports School at Kalvoerde 
in the Altmilrk and he now recniveo a smnll salilry of 
:10 H0ichsmarks per month. The jewelry store W'lS now 
forgot t0n. 

On 20 I\pril ln33. Wagner was promoted to "Stllrmflleh
Ter" (a rnnk thilt was soon chanr,ed to llillIptsturrnfllp.hrer 
or C;lptilin). and on 8 July he was sent to the SS-Son
dp.rkomman<lo at the Army .Jueterhor, trClining gTOllnos. 
This was one of t.he formative elements of whilt would 
l~r:ome the "LSSI\H." Wilgner her:ame the instrllr:tor 
for the 3nl Training Co. until his promotion to SturrnhClnn'-
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fuehfPf on 1 Or:tnhf'r 1'1:1:\. when hp W:lS :llso n:lnll'r1 
the r:omm:lnrler nf TI.Hn./"!,SSAII." <1 position hp wnnlrl 
holr! until 1 '1:1!1. 

W<1gner nf'xt Sf'rvp.rl ClS :l h'ltf:lli"ll r.ornrn:lndrT in thp. 
SS Hr!. "llrntschl<1nrl" <1nd SS-Tnf,Hrn. 11 of the "r1:lS 
Heir:h" TJivision. From 1--1 <1 Y 1 '1'17. until Octnhrr 1'I,n. 
he commandp.r1 th" "(;rrmani<1" Hr;t. of thp "Wikinf(' Ili'l. 
with extr;lnrrlin<1rv distinr:tion. ffis n'lfllf' will r"rrvrr 
he connf'ctpr! with fhe victnry :It Kr<1ssnn I\rrn;li s koif'. 
thA rlp.strllr;tion of fhe Soviet I\TlTlnrpd f;roup Popoff 
Ano the c<1ptllring of thp Wp.sl. h:mk of fh" flnn rW<1r fsjnrn. 
For his grr~at succ"ss ill leClrling the rer,imp.nt. (lh",funhrf'r 
.Juergen W:H~ner W:lS decor:ltf'd with the Kni(~ht's t;ross 
on 24 .July 1'141. 

lip, WClS thrm promntf'rI to Brif(<1<fefll<'l1Ter 'llld in nctoh,,! 
I!J43 assumed commClnr1 of the 4th SS I\sS;l1Jlt Hde. "Np.df'r
land." W:lgTmr led this unit. first ilS <1 hrig'ld p :lnd thrn 
;lS <l divit;ion. thronghollt tJ1f~ rrm;:lindnr of thp w;~r in 

Cro<ltia. ill Ornnienh:lllrn <1nd Nnrv<1. in Kllrl,mrl :lnd POll"" 
r"niil and on th" Odnr. llll(, 10 the f;H;t I h:ll "Nf',iPrl:llld" 
W:lS in r:nllst;1I1t cornh<1t action all rlllrillf~ it, f'xist"IIf'P 
it never W:lS <1hlp. to fight <1S a cohp.sive wholn; r:lrts 
nf it r:onst:lntly s('rvnrl <1S components of other r1ivisinns 
Clnd hattln'·grrlllps. whil(' liKewisp. n1lmf'rous IIn~tt;1<~11l'd 
elements from other units would servp fmm timp. to"timl'! 
under thl'! "Nednrlnnd" staff. Hut np.vnr oncn did thp flutd, 
ann ethnic-'(;erm'ln solrli('rs of this division [;lltr.r; :l~nir"t 
overwhelming odds they did their joh OVf'r ;lnd nvpr :1I1d 
fully p<lid the price in hlood. SS l''lnzp.rgrel1;Jdipr Hr:t. 
411 "Gpnf'r:ll S('yf[,nrlt"/Iliv. "Npdprl:lnd" W;JS cnmr11,tf'lv 
d('stroy('d '1I1r1 reforml'!ri thrne timp.s over nnd :111 Ion 
milny of thp 11.000 D1Itr:h W:lffl'!n"SS w'lrtimp f:ltn1itir's 
came from this divi~ion. 

Brigfhr. Wilgner <1nd his tronps gClin('rI thn rnr'ltntion 
for rloing the irnpo~sihle and s<1ving on" hopnlpss sitllntion 
after anol her. I\s Cl result hp hec:1n1f' the li:lIJth rr'cil'ipnt 
of the O"kl(';,ves to thl'! Knight's Cross on 11 llecemhpr 
HJ44. In thp. "nd the lilst f"w remn'lnts of the "Nr<fnrl.1nrl" 
Div. m<lnClgnr! to fif~ht thpir WilY on! nf nnt1lf'TOUS entr:lp-
ments to the sonth of Berlin (exr:ept for thp Dutch SS 
Hgt. 4g "[)p Hllytpr". which W;JS tn the north of Bp.rlinl. 
'lno reilr:hnd thl'! Flhe Hiver in p.nrly May 1'1<1:; ",1lf'r0 
thp,y surr"nd'~rerl to thl'! 1\ meric:lns. . . 

For .Tlllngen Wngnnr. his ordpnl h:ld only ill';t I1P I:1In. 
After h(~inl! hf~Jrl for two YP.:lIS in l!.S, cartivitv. hI, W:1S 

trfl<1 1;heroll';ly turn('d over to th(' cnmrn1lnist re"ime in 
Yugoslilvi'l. whir:h W'lS cnntrnlled hy snlTlp. of thp hloodip.st 
cut-thmnt, imClgin<lhlr.. In the cOllrsp of I!H7 W:lf~rlf'r 
was tort1lred. pllt on "tri:ll" rind exec1Itr.rI for IIttl'!rly 
fictitious "wrlT crimes." It WilS il sorry ('1111 for il grn:lt 
and r:01lnq~(wus rnilit<lry Ir.:lder nnd his hlood rern;lins 
on the hands of iln IInrppent:lnt ll.S. govr'!nmpnl. which 
stuhhornlv rpfllses tn ilcknnwledp,p its own cnl,,1 lTlisdprds 
from the WWlT "nd post--w:lr nrCl. 

SS IInte""tl1rmfl1p.hrer 
KIJIIT FHI\NKE 

K1IIt Fr;mKP w;]s horn on 1:1 .lun" l!11S in \V'lr7pn. S~xnnv. 
In the pH~"wClr yeClTs h" sl'rvpd with thl' SS "Tntl'nknp'v('T'
hande" nnd ;l!nnr, with m~nv of his cpmr:lrif'S inin<'d thl~ 
new SS-"Tot"nkopf" fliv. in (/ctnh0r I !I:l'l. IVhill' s<'r'/inr. 
Clhly as nn NCO in the Wp.sfl!rn C:ll11r~ign in .fllnp I ~1'1(; 
h" T()r:eivnil thn [ron Cross. ;!nd Cl:1ss for hr~'''·rv. Hf' 
suhsn'lllentlv m;comp:1I1i"d Ih" SS "T" Pi·l. into PUSSi;l 
and sl'rvr'd with it riming ils h:lTdr~st h:lttlr's OVI'r th" 
next few Y(~:lTS. 

In F(~hrll:1Tv Iq~l. Fr"nkn I"" n r1;Jril1[~ r:nllnt"r;Jtt,lr:k 
thnt drov'! j,;Jr;k an "Twmy for!;n !hilt hnd [1r'nf'tr;]trd 
the "'I''' Iliv. Iinr~s np;Jr T~r:hlJgllj('v :lnd was Ihl'n ;]hln 
1.0 hold Ih" kl'Y grollnd ag'linst ;lil fmth('r Soviet :ltt~I'h. 
This hrought hirn thl'! Iron Cross. 1st CI;]s<;. 
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In other Hctions Ht Sovokovka anrl fit the Mius Bridge
head, Frankc led small assault troops with grcilt coolf1(~SS 

and illlrlncity under fire while nlwilYs setting <In exnmple 
for his men to follow. At the end of Sllmmf~r 1n4:J. when 
i10 ;Jtt~ck hy the SS Panzergrenndier Hgt. r, "Theodor 
Eir:ke" got stuck he fore a tenilciolls enemy dp.fnnsive 
fire. FnmK8 assemhler! il smilll group of ImttIe-hilrdened 
vc ter'lfJS iJnrl Ip-d them over ttm Merln Hi ver to a poin t 
Ilf!hind t1l0 Soviot linos. With total surprise. Franke and 
his men then hit the Red pOSitions from the Tf)ilr nnd 
rolled them up, ennhling thp. general attilck to proceed 
forw;Jrd. This deed hrollp,ht the ilw<lrd of th'~ Knight's 
Cross to Kllrt Fr<lnko on 3 Octoher 1!J43. 

After many more tostings of his ahililies, Frnnke was 
given a battlefield promotion to lJntersturmfllehwr ,md 
made a comp;my commnnrler. During the third attompt 
by IV. SS PanwT (;orps to relieve Budapest, lJstuf. Frilnke 
WilS severPly wOllnrled tn the west of Stuhlweissenborg. 
lie died from this wounding on 19 Jilnunry 1n4S ilt thp
field hospital in Vp-szprem. 

SS-Hri gildp.fnflhTl~T 
HEHflHRT EHNST VAIII, 

.!!()rn: 'l October 11lD6 in Posen. West Prussin. 
Q.Led: 22 July 1!J44 in Greece (accidental death) 

In the wnr yenr of 1914, Herhert Ernst Vnhl TP.SpOndN! 
with p<ltriotic ferver to the nationill c<lll-to-nrm~ ilnd 
enlisted in the Germ<ln Army. After a short training 
period he was sent directly to the front. In M<ly 1915 
he l)ec<lmp. an officer and served with distinction as iln 
ndjutant illld company commander in the bnttles before 
Venlun, on the Somrnfl nnd in the Champagne. As n resuit 
he received ooth classes of the Iron Cross for hr:lvery. 
Following the war he rem<lined on duty with the Reichs-

:r and served <IS iln instructor at several differFmt 
1",JitnTY training schools. lie wns promotp.d to flallptmnnn 
(CClptain) in 1~!11. 

During the expilnsion of the Rp.ichswehr into the Wp.hr
macht in the 1!l30s, Vahl's expertise was Pllt to good 
use in the Gonstrllction nnd trnining of nAW units. By 
t' end of 19]:1 he was serving as the CO of n motor
L .e compilny. During thp. Polish Cilmp<lign of S()ptomher 
ID.19 he led n tflUk detachment with the rnnk of Major. 
In subsequent bilttle actions over thp. next two years 
he was <lwarded the WWII clasps to his WWI Iron Crosses, 
and in 1!l41, during the advance into Hussia, Vahl hec<1me 
the recipient of the Germnn Cross in Gold. At the time 
he W<lS an Oberstleutnant in command of a Panzer rp.p,i
ment. 

On 1 August 1917., Vahl trnnsferred into the Wnffnn-SS, 
which W<iS in the procp-ss of forming its prernip.re formn
lions (1st. 2nd, 3rrl and 5th Divisions) into armorcd divisions 
and neederl q1l<llified tank offiGers. In Novem her 1 a42. 
with the T<ink of Stilndartenfuehrcr (Co!.), V'lhl hec<lme 
the cn of the new SS P<lnzer Hgt. 2/2nrl SS Djv. "DilS 

Heich." He thnn In,l this reriment with p<lrticlIlar hrillhnr:o 
nnrl tenilcity durinl; thp- effort to retell,n Kh<lrkov in ~l'Hch 
194:1. For the vit;]l perform<lncc of his commilnd and 
his own pnrsnn<ll Inadp-rslJip. Il"rhnrt Ernst V"hl rer:"iv"d 
the Knights Cross on 31 Milrch 1941. For much of thr~ 

time from 15 Fehrll<lrv tn 3 I\pril IH11. St<lf. V~hl ;If:tll<llly 
served as the ilr-ting comm"ndf~r of thp- "DilS n"icl1" I)ivi
sion. 

Vilhl WilS now prornotf'd to (lb(~rfup-hr"r <lnd r:nntillll"d 
to lnild his pCln7.p-r n~r,iment in tlH~ villlp-nt rif~l1tinf! ll""r 
Kursk ilnd latp-r nn on thp- D(lnr)z dlJring tlln slJrnrnp-r of 
1943. In the COl1lS" of thp- llnnf'l dnfp-Ilsive o[lnrations. 
Vilh! WilS seriollsly wounded ;lI1d hilt! tn rnlinqllish his 
comm<lnd. lIis conv'llnsr.ence lilsted 1lntil thp- P'lrlv part 
of 1944. when hI) r"cf'ivnd a promotion tn Ilrig<ldrfndlrp-r 
ilnd WitS put hilck into the Wilffnn-·SS officer's r"pl<lCrHTlP-nt 
pool. In July he WilS <lppointed to cornmand thf~ 4th SS 
Polizei-Pz.Gr.Div. in nreeep-. His first orrlnT nf hllSinf'.ss 
WilS to pily a visit to the far-flung divisional units. Whilf' 
traveling through rOllgh mountain country to visit SS 
Pnnzer Det<lchmnnt 4 nnder Stllh<lf. Etthnp-fer. V;ll1l's 
eomm;mrl C<1r swervnd off of thp- rond into n r;]vinf'. fin 
WilS instilntly killp-d hnt his orrlnilnee offknr. the Knight's 
Cross hotdnr Rlldolf Sp-itz, who W;JS with him w;]s only 
badly injured. 

Brigfhr. Vahl was suhsnqllP-ntlv hllrird with fllll rnilit;Hv 
honors (and in formal tropic;11 nniform), at th" divl~ionClI 
cemetery in Gnlecf'. ilo Idt hp-hind fivp- rchildrpn who 
nfter the Wilr Wenl rlechwd ineligihle for pllhli,: ils<;islilTl"n 
due to their fnther's sp-rvir:r~ in the "r;rimin'll" Waffen SS. 

ss -JI;1n ptst nrmfm, hrp-r 
.JOf(I\NNES IIEJ.I.MEIlS 

JohClnnns lIellrn'~rs W'lS horn in ()Tf,mandSf~'Hd (n"ilr I\llnr
slevl. Iknmnrk on 2:1 ()ctnhnr 1!11 H. lie was thp snn of 
a smilll filrrnnr. 11(' cnmplnteri his snCOn(I;1TV s"IJlHl\inr: 
in 1n:14 ;jnd l1('f('ln working <lnri stnriyinr, in thr fi'~ld of 
ilgriculture. BlIt twn Yn'HS liltf'r 11('lllllnrs r1,'r:iri"ri to 
join the lJ<lnish I\nIlY. In 1 !nll hn WilS prnlllotf'ri to f\rlTnr,t 
Iroughly officnr c;lflriirlilt,,) ilnd il y"ilr I'ltnr IH~"'lfll" a 
sf'.cond li"lltennnt. 

On 1!J .July I !14 J • .Toltannns IlellfTH'rs volllntn0rf'r! hic 
sp.rvicns to thn \V;lffnn-SS anrl W<lS ;](:cnptrd with thee 
rilnk of Unterstnrmfnp-hrP.r. 110. WrtS fir<;t ",sif(nf'rI tn 
the Freikorps [)anrn;]rk (tlln Ililnish SS I.nf(iolll. ;llld WilS 
on duty with its n,plilCP-fTH,nt company in .1<lnllilrV 1!147.. 
Hut the unit WilS IH"rf'rgoinr, If'ildership ilnrl traiTllllf~ diffi
culties and Tlnllmors songh! duty p-Is('w/lp-re. In i\1;IY I!I-U 
hp. WilS sent 10 the SS Inf. Hgt. !! of tJlf~ n"wlv ('st'lhlisllpd 
SS Div. "Non!" (i t WilS not yn t a moun tiliu di visinn) on 
the Finnish Front. fin [(aineri consiriprahl" (:olllhat ('x)"'r-
i"nce both with Iris unit ilnd the SS "Totellk"pf" lJiv. 
and in OctohEr 1!1'J:l he was snleeted 10 iltlr~n'l ;1 s!1f'r:i~1. 

ar!vnnr:rr! offic(H'" tr;lining cours(~ ;It. SS-Jllnkersr:hlllro 
"Toelz." !fp-lImp-r's "CI'15<;" cnnsistf'rj of 171i I·:llrnl'r'~n 

voluntcrrs from f)enrnink. Norw<lY. Hnlhnrl. Fr;lnr:f' .. 
Liltvia ilnrl Estoni;1, rnost of whorn )w,) ,t1rr~;lr!v hf'PTl 01(11 

missinned flfficp-rs in t.!JP, ~rrnies of thf'ir nati"" r:(lllntrips. 
I1ellmers cornplnt()rI tfH' CO'lTSO nn 11 ~l;Jrr:h 1~11·1 "nd 

wns promntnrl to ()/lerstllrmtll"hrnr. ()n 1 i\1;1V 1'/,1,1 
hA took comrn~nrl of nth (;o./SS-f'z. (;r. Hf(!. '1'1 "I)" 
HuytnT"/4th SS H'h~. "Nndf'rl;lIld" nn thp- N;(rVil Fronl 
in Estoni<l. Ilis mallY COlIT;]r,,,nns ;Jcts 'lIld rlf'r'''S t!llrin~ 

tile suhseqnent virll"nt fir;llling in Fslnniil ;lnt! I.ilt";;l 
brought him to the ;]ttpntion of fiF SS lIilllllllp-r. wbll 
pp.rsonft1ly promotf'.rI him tn lI;lllptstl1rmfur~llTnr nn :\11 
Januilry 1!J4S. flis iletinns .,15n did not r,n llllfWticf'ri hy 
the "Nederlnnrl" Ilivisinnal cornmilrHII'r. Brig! hr. .111''1 \!pn 
Wagner, who on 2 F<,rlTll<lrV 1 '14" slICC('SSfllllv fI'''ltTlnH'ntif'rj 
him for th" aWilrt! or tltr~ Kni~~ht's Crnss with I hn trtllowinr, 
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During the fighting around Kaleti. a r:ompimy fnrTl1f~d 
from the remnants of a hattalion sl.Ir:r:eedp.d in restor
ing the old hClttlP. linp.s 400 mp.ters to thp. eilst of 
KHIf>ti. The commClnder of this r:ompany was SS-Ostllf. 
lIfdlmers. 

On thp. morning of 25 .Januilry [1'l4Sl. the RussiClns 
h,HI ilttilcked from thp. woods th<lt lay hefore the 
lines with tanks and 200 men. This force pp.np.!rntnd 
into the trenches. rolling up most of the positions. 
In the f<lce of this nearly hopeless situiltion. SS-Ostllf. 
lIellmers along with il fnw men. sought to undertakf~ 
il countnr<lttilck. Leading the point of thn ilttilck 
himself with a machine pistol. hn stormed fnrwilTct 
(with his command) and threw the p.nemy out of 
the trenchp.s with bloody losses. 

Though twice wounded himself. he stayed with 
his men in the main lines and while umicr heavy 
infilntry fire. resisted illl ilttempts hy the foe to 
rctHke them. It is thanks to his resolute and exemplnry 
hravery thilt the m<lin hilttln lines <lround Kaleti 
were ilhlp. to hold in their entiwty on 25 Jilnuilry. 
nnd thn enemy ilttempt to hWilk thrOllf(h Killf~ti 
was repulsed. His displilY of resistance WilS of der:iderl 
importance to the entire sector between Purmasnti 
nnd Skuodas. 

0~'~--'-~'-'~"> ,-

'.~ , 

"'11-..'-
.">!\ • 

_~Ij •• na'U ill·, 
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SS-Stnrm bannfuchrer 
ERNST DEIIMAL 

Erns! Dehmal was born on 7 April 1915 in lIilrlen, the 
Rhinelaml. He joinerl the "LSSAH" on 12 April 1!134, 
being ilssigned to the 4th Machine Glln Co. at the Rerlin-
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Lichterfelde barrilcks. On 1 April 191R. foll(1win~ sev(~r~1 
years service ilS an NCO, DehmRI gmrlnRted from the 
SS-.Tunkersr:hulp. "llrill1nschw0.ig" hnt it W<lS not until 
a year later th<l! 110. finally rereiv0.d his nffic0.r', cnmmis
sion as an 1 interstnrmfnehrer. For p,nt of the y0.~r 1 !ll'l 

he was flet<lciled from his unit to sp.rv0. with secnrity 
forr:es in the SnrietenlmHI [,1 numbcr of 10",11 militias. 
bolstered hy ilrmp.fI SS personn0.l. had I>pen formed theTf1 
on a tempnTnry h<lsisl. rr~tnrninf, b<lck to tile "Leihst<1n
d;ute" ilt the end of the ye:u. lip. sonn tr<ln,ferrrri to 
the SS "Tntenkopf" niv .• hecoming nn nrtillerv spo!!rr 
with I. Detachment/SS Artilkry Hgt. "T." 

In 1942. "stuL ))ehm,11 WilS ,lSsigned to the n .... wlv 
r:rp.i1t0.d nss<lult gnn riet<lcilment of tile "T" !li'l .• whir:h 
unoerw0.nt fnrm<ltion at the SS tr<lining hAse in !lehir:<l. 
Pol<lnd. Whnn the dntilchrncnt retnrnnd to the E<lstrrn 
Front in emly 191:1, IJehm<l1 <lccompcmied it Clnd soon 
hec<lme its ilcting commilnder. In this position he l .... d 
it ouring th0. hRttles for Iljnlgnrod--Kursk ilnd on the "litiS 
Hiver with considerahle sncc0.ss. ()p0.rnting with a fpw 
of his ilSSn1l1t gnns. Dehmill twicp. elimin<ltf~r! I,nge- SCOlI" 
enemy i1rmored penctr<ltions th<lt tllr0.iltenerl the whnlf' 
division. 

During the first snch ilction. flstuf. Df>hrnill Rnd his 
gunners knocked ont 25 T-<14 tilnks at r.losp, ,]l1ilrte,>. 
nnd in the process hp. was wOl1nnerl in the ilrm <lnd shol1lr1rn. 
Despite this, DehmaJ stnyed with his comm<lnd and Ird 
it in action i1gain ilgrtinst R massivp,. follnw-lI[1 rnPfllV 
assault. This timn 22 mow T-34's wp.w d0.stroY0.d and 
the foe completely ahandoned the field. sp<lring <l'''Tot!~n
kopf" regirTH~nt from possihle encirclement ilnd annihila-
tion. 

This prodir,ious i1f:r:omplishment hrrlllr,ht Ernst Dehm<ll 
the awnrd of the Knip,ht's Cross; he hild aITf~"dy hCf'n 
awanl0.d t1\f~ Iron Cross. ?-nd CL,SS in .1I11W 1 ~l4n d!lrillf~ 
the Western Crtmpaign and the Irnn ernss. 1st Cb,,, 
in Septemhfn 1!J41 for (keds dming the heroic defnnsf' 
of Lushno. In 1'144. I/stllf. Ilehmill WilS hadly w()lInrlf'd 
for the sixth tilTlf~. He wns now hlind in one 0.ye. rI"<lr 
in onn nar. ilnd missinr, rt shoulrl0.r joint Clnrl p<lrti;lIlv 
cripplp.d in the h<lck. In Adrlition he hnd ilssnrtpd sht'J\ 
frilgments pp,rnHlllently lodged in nU p"rts of his hndv'llis 
last hospitill st:ly lasted from .Tunp, 1!l44 to If) April l~lV; 
when he took up a short-liv0.d instructor position ilt the 
SS Assault Gun Trnining School in .lilnowitz. In th" me<ln
time he harl heen prnmotnd to StllrmhannflWhT!H nn !l 
Novemher 1<)44. 

At the end of thp. war, Ernst J)0.hfTlill rptllrned to his 
home in lIilrlnn. still h<ldly disilh)0.r! fmm his Wilr wonnds. 
But the Fronch occnpntion <luthoritip,s wem nnt willinJ~ 
to let a cripplp.d former Wilffen·SS nfficnr live in pe<lc" 
so they arwst0.d him and incilrr:orrJterl him in a hr{Jt<lllv 
rlln internment cilmp <It Rp.mscheirl--I,IJf'ttriflr.h<lIlSf'fl. 
On 7 August 1'145, th0. W<lffen-SS HitterkTf~lIztr<lrf~er 
Ernst Dehmnl W'lS hp.stially murderer! withollt C<l{Jse 
by French soldiers. 

::;S-OhP.rst1Jrm hannflle hrer 
Dr. !'HlTS CJ.AIJSEN 

SS-Ostllh<lf. nr. Frits (;l<1nsefl W<lS hnrn in Ahp nr<1. NIlTth 
Sr:hlf1swig. nnnmilrk in 1 fl!)3. fie snrvP,r! in thp, (; .... ''''<1n 
Army in wwr Clnd sturlied veterinary medicine <1t (;errnnl1 
collp.p,es, in pnrtir:nlar <It th" tlniv!)rsity of II',idpIIH"!(. 
In I!JJl he IH~cilme the I<~<lrlpr of the 1l;lI1ish N<ltin[J<11 
Soci,dist Worlwrs P<lrfy (or IlNSA p. which W'lS moti"II,," 
on the Gerlllan NSIlJ\ 1'). "nd in I !l:l!l h0. W<lS !)I0.r:tf~d tn 
the IJilnish I'arli<lmnnt. 

Wh0.n tile DNSI\I' fCTiled to g<lin any re<ll infl" .... nr-p 
during the (;crnLJn nr;r;np<ltion. CI<lnsen decidf'd to vrl1!1Tl
to.er his sf~rvir;es tn t hp, Wilffen-SS. IIn W,TS <Icr;rpted 
in that forrnCltion on 1 Nnvemhnr l'l·n illlf! W<lS given 
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the Tank of Oherstnrmbannfuehrer (Lt.Col.l and senior 
medical officer position. There soon proved to be one 
catch in this flTTflngement: Dr. Chlllsen was an acute 
acoholic flnd when it became apparent that his drinking 
proolp.m WflS affncting his work a decision wns madn 
to send him to a sanatarium in Wun:bnrg to "dry out" 
in Fp.brunry 1911. 

Unfortunfltnly. Ostubnf. CIallsen's "cuTe" np.ver stuck. 
and in May 1944 he received his walking papp.rs from 
the Waffen-SS and was sent back to Tlenmark where 
he once again took over the reins of the DNSAP. But 
in Novnmher 1944 he was kicked out of the p<lrty for 
unspecified (ou t gllessa hIe!) re<lsons. 

After the war. Dr. CIausen was <lrrestnd oy the nnwly 
installnct leftist govp.rnment in Denmark anct was chargp.ct 
with treflson. While wCliting to go on trial for his Jifn. 
he WflS kept at hard lflbor. The extreme exertion prolmoly 
helped to bring on the heart attack which killp.d him. 
A trngir. nnd lonely figure in history. Frits Clausnn WnS 
nom~thp.less n stout-hearted idealist flmj man of his convic
tions. 

SS-Obersturmfuehrer 
SOEREN KAM 

Soeren Kam was born on 2 November 1921 in Copenhngen. 
the son of fl Dfmish tp.xtile WhOlp.snlp.r. In the course 
0 f his internationRI husiness ctealings. Soeren Kflm's father 

~me more nnd more impressoct with thp. new society 
tont oogan tilking shape in Germany flftp.r J 91:1 nnd thus 
hp. encourflgrr! his son to participflte in the Dnnish N<1tiollnl 
SOcifllist Youth Movement. 

After completing his basic schooling. SOefp.n Kflm 
begfln tmining as a Cflrpp.ntp.r. with the uItimflte flim 
of hecoming nn architect. In the wintP.T semester of 
1938. he was able to flttend the architectUJ<1I s(;hool 
in Copnnhflgnn. hut his stuctics would be interrupted a 
yeaf later when thp. Soviet Union attackp.d Finl,md. Upon 
this ocr.UTi1nce. Kflm immediately went to Finland to 
offer his services to thp. Finnish Army. Hp. wns ilssigned 
to il Danish volnntp.er bflttalion and found that his idol 
,md longtime Danish N.S. Youth lefldp.r. thp. llflnish Hoyal 
GUilnl Cflptain. Count Christian von Sch<1lhurg. was almndv 
nt the front. Von Schalhurg went on to oocome a lp.gp.nrJ;uy 

figure in th(~ Waffnn SS. 
When Finland cnpitlll'Jferi. the llanish vnluntp.p.r h;-ltt;]linn 

WnS demohilized and K<lm wP.nt home tn r:npenh"q~en. 

At the end of May 1'110. not long after the (~nrlllfln O<:CI1P,l
tion of Dnnmilrk hr'f('ln. Snr.rp.T1 K<lm hec<lme onp. nf th" 
first 40 l)<1nish volllntp.p.rs for 11", Wnffp.n-SS. All of Ihese 
men hfHI hnen ~rantf'd the King's prnmissinn to ~f'rvp. 

in the Gp.rmiln Armed Forcp.s. th011!~h it w[)lIlr1 not savp. 
them frolTl bning hr"nried tr<1itors. when tl", p"sl W,\[ 

"rnsislance" govp.rnmnnt took ovP.r. 
Kflm WflS sent to thn nnwlv forlTling l. lln./SS Ht:!. 

"Nordl;md" in Kl"ng'mfnrt. Anstri<1. In p.<lrly 1941. th,., 
regimp.nt WetS sp.nt to the militnry trClining gr0nT1(h at 
iffluoorg tn join thp. rnst of thn Europniln volnnte"r Division 
"Wiking." Soeren 1<<101 W;]S with "Wiking" when it nntp.rp,j 
the Soviet lJnion in .Tune 1!l41. In Septe01hnr l!H 1. whilp. 
serving as et mflr;hinn gunner with 1st Co./"NorrlLlnrl." 
Kam wns sflvp.rp.ly wnund"d in thp. lllngs 'wc! llpppr 'HillS 

nt Dnjepropetrnvsk. FollOWing n long hospiL11 stilV hp. 
evenhlfllly rnjninpd thp "Nnrdl<lnd" rnplacempl1t h<lttillinn 
in Klnngflnfurt with thp. rank of lTnterschClrfllnhrnr. 

fie WflS next sp.lp.cterl to attf'nrl the SS·-.Junkp.rschulp. 
"Toelz." from which hn gr<lrluatp.r! in nncnmhp.r 1'147. 
as an officnr dp.sign;]tp.. In the Sl101nH~r of 1'14:1. [Intp.r
stnrmfllchrer I<flrTl rntllrnp.d tn thn F.,..stf'rn Frnnt, sf'r'ling 
as an orctnnncp. officp.r to Stllrmhrtnnfuf'hrnr H;]ns Ilorr. 
who was thnn comm;]nrJing I.fln./SS-Hgt. "(;prmrtnin"/11iv. 
"Wiking." Somnwhnt I;]tpr nn. with thp. rClnk of ()I~rsturm
fuehrer. Kam assumed cOrTlO1,md of 1st Co./"(;prrnnni,l," 

During the thinl major dnfp.nsivc lJi1ttl" for the "Wiking" 
Dlv. betwp.en thn flug ;]nd Wp.ichsnl Hivprs. th" thl'n 
commander of I.Tln./"(;nrmnniCl." Stllbnf. MClrtin 1<(1ISP.. 
fell wounded. A crisis situation duvelopnrl nnd it WClS 
left to Ostuf. Kam to t<lkn ch<lrge of thp. rnmn<ll1ts of 
the batt<1lion. With thnse soldiers 11(1 wns abl" tn hold 
key positions in thn frontlines for thrnf> critic,..1 d,lVS 
agninst superior communist forr:ns in P. xt rnrTl" Iv violr>n t 
fighting. lIis coni <lnd collectprj lp;]dnrship hplpnd the 
"Wikinr," Div. rp.-stahiiizp. thn frnnt. For his hr'roic <1chi
evements. Ostuf. Sonrnn K"m was nnmin<lteri fnr th" 
Knight's Cross which W<lS hestowed upnn him ,j!lrint~ " 
hOrTle InnVp. in Cnpp.nh<1gPl1 nn "I FehrH<lrv 19'1;'. II'~ 1)(~c<lTlle 
one of thrnn Dnnns to win this )1msti,~i[llls <1w~rd. 

S~· StllrmtmnnfnehTp.T 
111](;0 J.AIIAYE 

lingo Lnhayn. horn on lA August Iq1?. w~s <l Dutch vf)llIn~· 
teer who Sp.fvect Cl, Cl stnff officnr with th" ;,th SS lliv. 
"Wiking." lie joinnrl the Wilffen··SS in 1'111 throuI:h the 
SS Recruiting Officn "Wr>s!." In S(~ptnmbP.T 1'!4/ h'~ W<1S 
with the Hnplacp.rnent Bn. of the SS Rgt. "Westlnnri" 
in Klangenfurt. AlIstria. hf'forn being sent to a speciill 
r:oursn in flnti-tank wilrfnrn at Kinnschl<lg in llnhpmia
Morflvia. 

In April 1~!41. Lnhay(~ jnil1p.rI thp. "Wikinr," SL1ff ilS 
an interprntef and li;lisfln officf'r fnr thp. division's nIIn1"r~ 
OilS Dutch volllnt(~p.rs. Hp. snw fre(I'H~nt comiJat ;]ctinn 
as a bflttlp.-group comman(\pr <1nd in .1uly 1 !!'13 hp. Vlns 
woundnd by n shplI frngmrlnt in his upp,n Ip.ft cn01ilnd 
was hospitfllized bridly. In Octohp.r 1'141, whilp. <1;:;],n 
in thp. frontlines, Cl hlllJnt gr<lzprl his fornhp.<lrl, hut othf'r-
wisp. ctid no ctamnr,n. 

In Jnnllary 1!144. Stl!h<lf. l.~h<1Vp, was trappe<1 wifh 
the rest of the "Wiking" iliv. in th(~ Chf'rk,lSSV !'peKr". 
There was no furthnr news of him ilftnr thnt nllhrl1l}~h 

it WflS thour,ht Ih;lI hr~ did sllrvi'm Ih" wnr. !lilt h" dId 
prove himsnlf to hn a hrav" ~nd c:1pahJn soldir~r ~nd W;]" 

ctp.coriltnr\ with h.)lh grad,,, of ttlP Iron Crnss. th" \Var 
Servir.e Me(\n\. ?nd Chss. Ihp. Wound Badr:"" in !lron7e 
flnrl Silver. the Infantrv AS<;;lltit B'ldr:e nnd Ih" 1:los"
C om h<l t Clasp in S" 'If' r. 
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THE SS PIONIER-SCHULE 
HRADISCHKO 

The formntion of a Wnffen-SS comh;]t engineer school 
was ,lIIthorized in August Ul42 hut there WflS some diffi
culty selecting the proper gRographical setting. Terri tory 
nt Bad Schandau on the Elhe and near Dresden were 
considered hut rejected due to the spnee nnd specinlty 
Tp.quiTp.ments involved. Finally it was decided to locate 
the "Pionier-Schule" at the Irnge W<lffen-SS mili tary 
trClining grounds at Bem"!schau np.ar Prngue in the Bohemi<l
Moravia Protectornte. Here there WflS more them enollr,h 
room to hflndle nil trClining contingencies. Thp. strtff of 
the school W<lS based in Hrndischko. from which the insti
tution took its nflme. from heginning to end. 

The first SS enginp.fH/NCO training course at the school 
bP.gan in AlIgust 1942 at Pikowitz. a village close to 
HrRdischko. There were 40 participnnts half drClwn from 
fron!line infClntry units. All hnd spent Clt leClst three 
months nt the SS NCO School Lammll1lrg. nnd nll were 
comh<l! veterClns. Pilowitz lay on the S<lSS<lU River <lnd 
its small railroetrl station could only be re<lched by a 
smnll foot bridge over the wClter course. 

The second NCO training course Clt Pikowitz involvp.d 
120 mp.n and it wns quickly supercp.ded hy a third training 
course. whose pClrticipants were quartered in flr<lrlischko 
along with the school st<lff. the Instruction<ll Groups 
I-IV. thp. school hospital and motor IrRnsport. p<lrk. 

The school set up a river crossing tr<lining f<lcility 
on thp. Mold<lu River below Rrunschnu. Three bridging 
sqllads, "B," ".J" nnd "K" (inter joined by "C") were stRtionp.d 
herp.. In <lddition. an engineer t.raining hatt<1lion (which 
en<1hl"rj the comb<lt engineers 10 tr<lin within the struct.ure 
of <1 I<lrger unit.) was estnblished in Rrllnsch<lll. but due 

16-ton :md 24-ton bridges being constructed at I!mdi&chko. 

.,. 

#0 ~. 

'. -~ 't ..... 
~" 
I- 4" " 

.)?, 

-
. , 

Flemish SS Enf:ineer Frans Raeren from the "L:mgem'lrck" 
Div. at Pikowitz on 11 Fchrll:lry J 94 5. 

to manpower pressnres it W;JS immp.riialf'lv "'nt If) thr 
front aftrn TeClching nuthorizf'rl strp.nglh. Tt hf'r:rim,., 
the SS Engineer Hn. H/Rth SS Cav. Di·/. "Flori;1n (;"yrr," 
under Hstuf. Sc;hlp.mmer. In Ihp. I.own of Il,lwie W;lS Ih" 
SS Enginefn Bn. 1 which wns slIpplied t1lrnlll~h Ill,., SS 
Engineer School !ir<lrlisc;hko bllt C<1me under th" conlTnl 
of the SS Main Office in Berlin. 

The iniliell StClf[ ilt the enr,inep.r school rconsislf'd nf 
Ostuhaf. Willi Hoden. IIstllf. Willi pr,nlz and 40 NC()s 
and enginenrs. They wnre suhorriin<1teri to Ihn r:.omm<1nder 
of the BelleSch<l1l Crounr!s. llrigfhr. !(<1r'lsr:h. In Ill,., np.xt 
few mont.hs ,Ifter the school's fOl1ndillr,. th,; NC() tr,lining 
contingent incrf)Clsed to 200 ,mrl <l C!<lSS of Rn offic'n 
candidat.es was also Clclded. Thp,y wp,rB rlrClwn from p.v"rv 
fighting unit of the W;lffen-SS. ThA spp,r;i;lIizr;rj InstrtTr;·
tional Groups lIT anc! IV. nlthough p<1percr!'in in 1'1-1: 
were not fully ClctivClterl until 1~)1:J. 

Tho supBrvision of Ihn school 'lriministralinn W<lS ,';Hrirri 
out through thp. Army Enginnnr Inspnrctor<1t[' rCnn. HII,'!;r) 

until the W<1ffp,n- SS nstO'lhiishp.d its own Engin""r [n<;ppr> 
tor<lte in l<lte 1'/42 unc!er Ostulmf. Frn":ll. Thn ['<",inn" .. 
officer's tr,lining Goursp. Clt flrarJischkn W'IS .jir",·lprj 

by Osluh,lf. 1l0dP.ll with Stlll>:lf. flillir, fl<1lrr with :dst 
SS I'z.Gr.Brln.) Clnd Sluh<lf. Sr:hwnigrr <1S l<lctir:<1i instTlI';
tnrs. Th" initi;,i rlllrCltinn for Ihe nfficf'r's C(111r';" W<1S 

six months, hilI this W<1S suhsnfjllp.ntlv [,.,rlll""", Iq rn1JT 

months ,lTld Ihron thrp.p. months as thro W<lT <1r<1I:>:('<I nn 
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30 SICGRUNEN No. 3A 

and demand for pEHsemne I to fill new units and make 
up for losses incTflased. 

By 194:1 the SS Engineer School IIradisc:hko h<ld t<llwn 
on the following structure: 

Comm<lnder: StilL Emi1 Klein 
7i;lj!ltant:llstuf. Schlemmer (later CO SS Eng.Bn. Il) 

f.!l!~LoX::c"-~'1J!': Staf. Richard lierrmann (ex-SS-I(Gr. 
"Non!" CO) 

~~,"i<l\ist __ ~~I:!..0_'2.Lfor Assault Boats and Mntor Vehicles: 
Hstnt. Berger 

.!.l'!s_tnl~ti')~_~Q.r:::llJl __ IJ..QfficersL: Ostubnf. Bnden 

.!.l'!,stnlt:.tion~I_....QrCJ.Ilp_l.!..JN~.9.2'-: Stuh<lf. Runse (lnter 
CO of SS Eng.Bn.l I) replaced by Stllbaf. field 

!TlstEllctiC1n<1.I ___ 0TC:>\lJl_.JILJ_I.es,:,~TlJ.<::~'L~rc~ning' __ ~.'lI_I_ip'm.'1n_! 
~_e.ilge,_stor;1~~(~r:1;Jj~~ni\nce ): Stubaf. Wit t 

J_Tls~r!~_ti(J_n~ll Gr_~.uSpecinlis!....!rAin~fLJTl __ -'-"'P,<lpOfl~ 
and erJllipment from other service branches): Hstuf. Fr<lnk 
--Th,; -ql1.1Ttf!fS-To-i me-in bers of theengineer schnol con
sisted of :12 barracks in the towns of Brllnsch<lu. Pikowitz 
and Treppsin, which were all within the confines of the 
Benesch'lll Tr11ining Camp. The water crossing trRining 
f<lcility utilized the Moldrtu and SRssau Rivers along 
with two reservnirs, one of which WnS 4 km long rtnd 

m wide and was considered excellent for trAining 
I" ,he use of amphibious vehicles and bortts. 

Other portions of the Reneschau facility (shrtre,1 with 
other Waffen-SS schools) were used for tr<lining with 
flame throwers, mines and high explosives. In 8r1r1ition 
to German m<lteri81. enemy manufnctured items were 
8'--' pr8cticed with so that battlefield booty could he 
i ,ediiltely put to use when necessrtry. Assault tronp 
ilnd close combnt tr<lining was also carried out <lnr! the 
SS engineers were required to gain proficiency in tlHl 
use of Germ<Jn, "Allif1d" And Soviet h,md-hf)ld nnti-tank 
we8pnns (hn ZOOkAS, etc.). 

The training st8ff at Hradischko consisted only of 
mrm whn har! <Jlrertdy h8d considerable frontlinA expf1rience. 
By lrtte 191:l/early U114 their jobs h<Jd exp'mded consider
ably due to the growing requirement for more combnt 
enginE~ers by the constantly expcmding Waffen-SS. By 
wnr's cnd more thrtn 40 Wnffp.n-SS field divisions (some 
of which h<ld lX!rm dissolved) hArI former! thf1ir own engin(~er 
brttt81inns using IIrArlischko grrtr!uFltes. In addition flRch 
of theIr regiments also had to have an engineer plrttoon 

attached. Waffen-SS Corps nnd inriel'cnricn t e 1" mCl1 ts 
also en<ieavorerl to form thr.ir own r.nginer.r .let<lchments. 
so the school WAS kr.pt busy to the cnd. 

For the henefit of enginners heing trninnd fnr thn 
SS caVAlry and mountnin divisinns. lOO mulr,s <1nd RO 
horses were eventll<1l1y "drlnd to the school's invnntnry. 
In Fetru8ry 1915 t/m school w"s Assign"d to I\rmy (;ron[1 
"Schroener" as the crumbling Enstrnn Front drnw nver 
nenrer. The training schednle W;JS now drrtstic<Jllv cllrt<li)ed 
and by April, thn school wns providing troops to hilstily 
formed hattin--groups. Some of thr, flrndis<:Ilko pers()IlT1,,1 
were nssigned to thf1 H"i~imnnt ".loeTeh"I" nf tlw SS
Kampfgrllppn Div. "Boh"mi;I--l\loT~viil" whiln nthcrs wnnt 
to the sf1enTity forCf~ led hy llrir!fhr. K~rnsch. the llpnn
schnu CO. lIut most of 11", scho"I's rrwmhers bv f;)r ",,,rr' 
incorporatp.d into \llf) 17..00() m;)n SS-!<<lmpfgruppc "Emil" 
(really rt division in itsdf l ), commanrlnd hy SI;jf. Emil 
Klein and incorporilting m;)nv df'tilchnrt Army elf'ments. 

On 5 May 194", K(;r. "Emil" went into <1ction ;)p,niTl';t 
the Red Army and (;znch p;)rtisAns hut A fnw d;]vs hlnr 
it was enrollte to the II.S. linns whnm it snrrpnrlnrcd 
to the Americ<lns ilroll11rl Pilsen. But hackst;]hhing W<lS 
ag<lin the order of the dny <lnd within;] short timn th" 
membArs of KGr. "Emil" weTC hAndnd ovnr to the com
munists. Staf. Klein would spend the m~xt 1~1! Y"<lrs 
in Soviet laboT c<1mps fmd CZf,ch prisons. hninl; Trlc;Jsr'rl 
on 24 DeCl'lmbAr 19£)4 only hp-causp his hn11lth W;1S hrnkf'n. 
He died rt few Yf1<lrs lAtrlr. Klein 11;)d committnrl no rlisr:nrn-
able "wrtr crimes"; his imprisonmnnt h;'ld hnen due to 
the obscene "Vpnf;C;]llce 111. ;111 costs" prngr;1nl c;]rrif'd 
out by the "AlIins" FInd thcir commnT1ist fTi"nds ;'Ind 
cnrrently being run to this v"rv drtY hy "spcci;]l pnlitir:;ll 
rtgents" in the [LS. Ilept. of ",Jllstir~f''' (Ln .. ()fficn frH 
Speciallnvp.stig<llint1s)1 

In the conrs" of i Is nxistf'ncc th" SS I'inni"r-Schnlr 
IIrndischko h;]d prncf'ssnd the fnl10willg contingents (lf 
comhAt engineers: 

InstructionAl Gronp I: 1,1;00 nffir'nr c;)ndiriiltr's 
Instructionnl Croup 11: ~.Ilno NCfls 
Instructioll;]l CTOl1P Ill: 101! tf'chnir-i;1ns rind f''lllipnwl1l 

mnnrtgf'rs 
Instruction;]l Gro1lp IV: l.nnn nll£~in("'T'; fnr nthcr spr'/ien 

brAnches of the W nfjr'n--SS 
Total: 7,800 men trl1innrl. 

Group photo of an NCO training class at 1Ir:l(Jj,,,hko 
in mid-1944. Most of these men went 00 to srrve with 
SS Rgt. "Schill" and the 3Znd SS Div. "]0 Jaoll<lr." 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



lnspflctorate 5 of the SS Main Officfl was the agency 
responsible for the developmflnt of WClffen-SS combat 
pngineers. It was estahlished in late 1942 under Ostuhaf. 
Forsch (formerly the CO of SS Enr,.Bn.4), whose mission 
was to supervise, rer,ulate and supply the SS engineer 
training fllements and replacement units. At the end 
of the Wilr the Inspector along with his ildjut,mt and 
assortfld transport troops were in the Stulmi Valley of 
Hilly as P,lft of the SS Main Office "South"; administrative 
personnel who hild been relocated to carry on their duties 
in a secure area if northern Germany was completely 
lost. In the meantime most of the Inspectorate's staff 
officers remained with the SS Main Office "North" in 
Berlin and served with emergency hilttle-groups during 
the final strug~le for that city. < 

S5--0 hers turm fllp.hreT 
KUHT TIEnT 

Kurt Tiedt was born on 21 AUgllst 1919 in Starganj, Pom
erRnia. After completing his schooling and doing his 
stint in the Reich Lahor SerVice, Tiedt joined thp, SS
Verfuegungstruppe on 1 November In8, being assigned 
to thp, SS Engineer Rn. in Dresden. Hp served with this 
IJnit for the next few years before transferring t.o the 
6th SS Mtn. Div. "Nord" in Karelia, FinlRnd, where he 
saw most of his wartime combat action. In the latter 
part of the Wilr Tiedt was assigned to the SS Engineer 
School "Hradischko" in Bohemia-MorRviil whpfC he became 
the school's adjutant with the rank of Obersturmfnehrer. 

Towilrds the end of the war the school was mobilized 
Rnd fought ilS a part of varions SS b<1ttle-gronps on the 
ERstern Front and Ostnf. Tiedt WRS subsequently cilptured 
by the Hussians. He then spent five full ye<lrs in Soviet 
slave lClhor camps, not returning home until May 1950. 
On 20 Milrr.h 1954 Kurt Tiedt was one of the founders 
of the Wilfffm-SS veteran's self-help Rssoci<ltion in thp 
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NCO tr<1 ining c1<1S11 held at Pfkowitz/lJmcfischko in J Q.q 
under Sttlh<lf. lIeld kenter, kather CO<lt). 

town of "rdle. 111~ worker\ hard trying to hr.lr his "rJis
possesspd" comr<ldps until his death on 27 Arril I ~H 1. 
Tip.rlt was considemd an olltstilnrling citiwn of ep.1le 
and hilr! !>cen instrumental in huilding up thA (own's volun
teer fire dApartmpnt and civil dpfensp. f~mergpnr.y orgclni z;]
tion. 
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THE SS TRAINING BATTALION IN PRAGUE 
On 20 June 1~42. Ostnhaf. Ernst Dcutsch her:nrTle thc 
r.ommander of the Waffen-SS Training Bn. in Prngue. 
Ileutsr.h han prcviously led the SS-1nL Rgt. 9 (up until 
Jilnuilry 1912). whir:h had distinguisher! its'llf in mur:h 
r:ostly fighting in Kamlia and on the Volkhov Front her:om
ing in thfl pror:ess the first German unit in WWIl to he 
rtwarned rt titlfl ;]S a "bilttle honor." being nilmfld SS Rgt. 
"Thnle" on 24 ,July 1942. As such it served as onc of 
the r:omponent pnnzer-grenadier regiments of the SS 
"Totenkopf" Division. 

On 2R Marr:h UJ42 (rctroactive to 20 MnTch). Dcntsr:h 
hild tnken charge of the "Recruit Depot" of the Waffen-SS 
<It the Dfll:ir:n SS Trnining Cnmp in Poland. The depot 
was org;mized nS a "mgimflnt" with n stnff nnr! 20 rifle 
repl<lcemcnt comp<lnies <lnd five mnr:hine gun repl'Jr~ement. 
r:ompanies to hnnr!1e the recruits. During his time as 
CO of the depot (up until 5 June 1942). Ostubaf. Dflntsch 
slIpervised the tr<lining of some 6,000 Hungarian ethnic-

rmans. who were slated for assignment to the SS Cav. 

Franz .J05"f RosennAI commanded the Fire and Drum 
Corps of the SS Regiment.s "oeutschland" and "oer Fue
hr"r." He died on 4 June 1 980 at the age of 69. 

- § -

~ Artillery Regiment of the SS-Polizei oiv. provided 
traininq detachments. cadres and command personnel 
to a nlJmber of other Waffen-SS formations including 
the PHh. 19th and 31st SS Divisions. 

- § -

The SS Panzer Special-use Signals Replacement Oetach
nt ".JAenschwAlde" was used to help form the SS Siqnals 

.. t. 32132nd SS Div. "30 Januar." although part of the 
unit had to be deployed for infantry action in the area 
north of Forst/Lausitz at the beginning of February 1945. 
The dp.tAchment commander was Hstuf. Paul Barvon. 

- § -

SS-Clbrrscharfup.hrer Waiter Tegtmeier [born in 1[10::>]. 
was the Hq staff photographer for the 13th SS Mt.n. oiv. 
"HRndsch'lr" from June I 943 until his transfer to an un
known unit in October 1944. In civilian life Tegtmeier 
workf'o 'lS a horticulture inspector. Many of his photos 
still a[1p".,r in books on the Waffen-SS. 

- § -

ss-nstllf. Wilhelm Ozillum was a company comm'lndp.r 
in the ~;S Engineer Bn. 14 of the 14th Ukrainian SS Oiv. 

Bele. (in onler to hring it to division<11 strengthl. 
At the S<lme tirnn nelltsc;h WilS assif~nr'r1 tn c;nrTlrn<1nd 

thfl SS Trnining Hn. in PHlf~lIP'. t1m "Her:T1lit nepnt" <It 
Dehir:il was shut down nnrl its rnspnnsihilitip,s transfnrr"rI 
to thp, Tr:'Jining fl<1ttajinn. As a rnslIlt. Dcutsch W<lS ahle 
to take some 70 of his NCOs and officnrs with hirn frorn 
Dflhir:<I to Pr<1g1Jn. Also sent tn the h;-Itt<llion were 1:; 
NCOs <lnr! :ll rnnn from neutsch's old r:ornmand. SS·IH 
9. 

The Training fln. now t"ok nil <1n influx of W'W reCTuits. 
most of whom had signnd on in latn 1'l11fnarlv lQ,12. 
and WflS forr:p,d to nxpcmrl into" full rngimnnt to accomn·· 
date tlmrn illl. This W:lS accomplishp,rI with thn r:rn"tion 
of a second tr<lining h<1tt<llion (or 1I./SS Tr'1ining Ilgt. 
"Prag"). under Hstllf. l.enz. In thp, yn<lr <lhnad thn rrgim"nt 
would be invnlvp,rI in the form<ltion of snvnr<ll TlP,W Wilffp,n' 
SS unit!> and Ostnllilf. Dnlltsr:h would transfer to thn 
7th SS Mtn. Div. "!'rinz Engp,n". whnm hn took chargp, 
of SS Mtne RgL 1:1 with the TrJnk nf St(lndf1rt~nfur,hrp.r. ~' 

"Gnlizien." He died on 1:1 .July IlJfHl'lt. thr 'lgP of 7'1. 

- 'i -
Wafffln-Hstuf. L;Htir,I'l'IS HW;7til< tr'lnsfprred from th" 
Royal Hunq'lriclO Army into the W"ffen-c,S in Iqqq 'lncl 
served as a st.'lff nfficpr with SS Supply Rqt. 7fiOf't.h 
SS Div. nHllnqClri'l" (Hllnq'lry 1t2J. He di"d on I:; f'.lCly 
1980 At. the aqe of 7fl. 

- fi -
The twin broth~r<; ~<lJrt ilnd r1tto ~'rhrpr:kprlb8r:h. hnrn 
on 2 Clctober I(1)7 in Utrpc;ht. HnllAnd. hoth sp,rvpd If' 
the SS ~~ilitary C~pnloqy Bn. 500 rrnnt.nri78dl. 

- El -

Thfl Moslem volt",!""r Hodic SolpjmAnn WAr, hCldly wOllwlpc! 
while on duty w,th thp I Jth "~i fvltn. [l,v. "Hn"dsrh'1r" 
on 10 ,JlJly 19qq ne8r TtJ71:1. YuqnslMvI8 And I("}st his rlqhr

arm. After the 'v-/;:}r he n18rlp, his w~v to \vpst (-=-irrnl:'1nv 

and escaped p.xtr;:Hiition to t.hp. cnrnmunrst T Itn rrcpnln 

which conduct~d :1 pnlir.y nf nut,-iqht p.xtprrTlir1~f ipn nf 

former "J--1BndschRr" nlPrTlbprs. 
- El -

The SS-.JAqdkomrn:lndn "r:;lJ~d-(lr:;t" \.JAS in :lr-:tinn ;,rnlrnd 

Nickelsdorf. Anrl thpll in riinqrrlr1 np,gr' St, rlnpl~""n. I rn./pr' 

Austria up until I /\pril I qll.'i. Aft.er thilt ite, pr·prlc,,, cl" 

ployment is not kno\.o . .'fl. The IJnit. c:omrnt1nriflr \-J:1r:t ! )<";('llf, 

SchumFlnn: an(lthrr nffi(~p.r \",ith thp unit 1.,.1<1:-; (lr,ttlf, \I(1(~il 

Nievolov. nationnlltv IInk"nn\.Jrl. 
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CZECHOSLOVAK ATROCITIES 
Thp. So-cillled "Slovilk rTprising" of Sp.ptemhp.r 1!J41 which 
W~S suppmssp.r! to a lilrge extp.nt by W<lffp.n-SS units 
(Sp.P. SH #.10), led to il largp. numher of grlIP.some '1trocities 
lJP.ing---commit led against et hnic-Gp.rm'1ns by the r.om
munist-lp.d terrorists. On 21 Sp.plemher IB41, il totill 
of 2211 ethnic-Germilns were murderee! hy "resistancp. 
fighters" in centrnl Slovnkiil and the entire populntion 
of the town of Glilserhilue, ranginf; in age from 14 to 
60 yeilrs, wns milsSilr.red. After this incident, grave milrk
ers were erected in Glaserhaue noting the r.iluse of deilth 
of its citizens. When the Czechoslovak state wns rp.
establishp.d in 1945 these milrkp.rs were immedintflly 
rp.moved and the town abolished from the record books. 
Yet Wfl still continuillly hflnr today nboul the gre;oJt Germnn 
";ltror.ity" ngninst the town of Lidice l 1\ nurnber of other 
p.thnir.-Germ'1n towns in Slovakin mct the snmp. fnte 
ilS G lase rhaue. 

One of the few members of SS Rgt. 'w "General Seyffardt" 
to escape death or captivity during the regiment's hopeless 
battle for survival to the west of Narva on 25 July 1944. 
was the Dutch Ustuf. Nieuwendisjk-Huek. It was he Who 
brought bAck the story of the catilstrophe that befell 
the regiment to Ill. SS Pz. Corps Hq and also reported 
on the death of the regimental CO. OstubRf. Richard 
Benner. Small contingents from "General Seyffardt" Con
tinued to fight on behind the enemy lines before eventually 
being wiped out. 

- § -

On 17 April 1945. SS Pz. Gr. Rr:/t. lJB "General Seyffardt." 
which was in the process of reformation. left its billeting 
Mea around Briest. Passow and Schoenow to advance 
to a newly assigned deployment sector around Eberswalde
Strausberg. Having been almost totally destroyed twice 
this Outch-Volksdeutsche regiment was far from up to 
strenr:/th and consisted of only one combat-fit battalion 
led by Hstuf. Troeger, which in turn was based on two 
strong companies led by the SS officers Reischuetz and 
Bender. There were some additional regimental units 
Bttachp.d to the "GS" staff however. and during the last 
days of the war the regiment would be augmented by 
the "Nederland" Oiv. engineer bat tal ions. 

On 19 April. Bn. "Troeger" spearheaded a counterattack 
that Succeeded in recapturing the town of MarXdorf 
and in the process regaining a lost German Flak gun 
that was immediately put into use against Soviet tanks. 
Despite this victory. the regiment was forced to give 
ground a short time later in very heClvy fighting when 
confronted by a vastly superior enemy force. 

- § -

I\fteT 1111'> WnT thp. C7.pr:h pnrtis;ln~ "I"iTnr'd tn h;]'1P 
killf'd ~l~i.Hln CT'rrn'ln soldiprs in tlJP hostilitip" h11t this 
nurnhnT incl11des il l'lrf(p. nHmbnr of mllrde,,",d r:i'liii'llls. 
In th" ,!'lys 'lllTl wepks imrnpdintrly following thp. f'Tld 
of WWII. thn "frpnrlom fightnrs" rllnning CWchnslovilkiil 
went on iln orgy of hlnod--Iptting. F1Jlly flOn,nno drfrnselrss 
Gflrm"ns Wflrfl pllt 10 rlflath. This fig1J,,", inr;l1Jrjpd 3()n.nnn 
Sud0tnnlnnrlnrs ;md inO.noo G()rmnJl salrlinTs. inr;lnding 
milny rnflmlmrs of thp. Wnffnn-SS. I\t ttm lown of Bndw"is 
in S01Jth0rn Bnh()mia. sornp. l?.oon Gprmiln rows werr. 
disilrmr!d ilnd rnilr:hine gunnpd hy thr. CZT'r:h tnrrorists; 
but out of this totill somp. .100 m;]nrlf;prl 10 slIrvivp 10 
1p.1! thp t"le. Unfortnn<ltply nnonriv r.'1f~r lislpn~d. lVhilF! 
thp. "horrors of I\nsr:hwitz" ;HP. rpgllq~it~tT"1 .ld n<lllsP(JTTJ. 
the IrIIlv rppllgn~nt Wflr crimps of thf~ Victors still l'1v 
hidrlp.n tll sight; hllrir~d IInripr hy <I Ulick l'lvpr of liT)s 
ilnd hYPocrisy. '" 

-----._--- ---- ~----------------.-------------

In the first eight months of 1 942. there were about 1.200 
Luxembourg volunteers on service in the German Army 
and Waffen-SS. They ranged in age from 18 to 45. On 
30 August 1942 a compulsary draft went into effect 
in Luxembourg which eventually affected al/ meo born 
from 1 920 to 1927. By August I 943. some 1.500 Luxem
bourr:/ers had seen service in the Waffen-SS. By the end 
of the war the total number of Luxembourg soldiers 
on German service stood at 4.241 volunteers And 11.158 
conscripts. for a total of 15.409. Out of this amount. 
2.752 had been killed-in-action and 3.510 had either 
desp.rted or been released from active duty. 

- § -

The first known milit'lrv c"mOllfl"9'" j"ck...rs clOd hplm"'t 
covers ",prp iS5eri to memb"rs of th!' fjS-Ver'flfPqunqstrfl,.,,.,e 
in IH35. This clothinfj Wil5 dRv!'Inp!'d with thE' "TWrlUr"'qp._ 
ment of Clhf"rfuehrer rlr. Wim 8r'mdt. '"ho rr,,"V riF!ser~ps 
to be known "5 the "r"'thf"r af militAry T"'nlTJII/lnqf" "ttlr",." 

Brandt W'l" killpri--in-nr:tion ,,,hil,, le:lrii"Cj ~;~i Inf. Pqt. 
Il/rJiv. "Cbs P",ich" nn Ih" ro"d to !v1 nsr: 0,./ in Clrtohpr 
HJlj I. It is [lOl rrF!I'isrly l<nn~m whF!n t.np first r;'1rnn trn{JsPes 
wp.re intrndrJr:f"Id hIlt. thpy WP-rp. R f,gtrr (ipvplnrrT1Pflt or 
the WRffpn ~;::; r.(r1thinq hr.gnrh. 

- '1 -
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Better Late Than Never Dept. 
The following photos all were inadvertl'lntly omitted 
from the Personalities section In the last Issue. 

SS-Ostuf. HanG Ken 

SS-UGcha./Junker HanG Warnltz 

A map of the wit hrlr:lwal rOllte from the ()cIer Front 
utilized by V. and XI. SS Corpe in April 194,). Sce c:lrlicr 
SR articles on the V. SS ).{oflnt:lin Corps :lncl the "FTlJnr\s
bergH Divisions. Wr~ try to usc m:lp" whenever poscihle. 
but this is a case of better late than never! 

I .• ~ 

hOS7 [,'IN 
..,,$, 
. to ~l .. 

SS-H:mptsturmfuchrer RnlOo Hlnz 

SS-Rrlg:lficfuehrer Otto KlIlnm 
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Hesistance Warfare 1940-45 

by C;lflns Cab<lllero .Jurildo: Osprey, London: lnflS: 41 
photos: color plMes. 

This is a truly exr;eptional little hook on the (;erm<ln 
illlied militias (and Waffen·-SS units) in Western Europe 
and their h<lttles <lgainst the A Hied-equipped rcsistilnce 
groups. A very fair-minded and filctufll treiltment hy 
a writer who is on the SH staff. It helps clc<lr up il compli.
cated suhject. Very gc;od illustriltivo materiill ilS well. 
Make sure you pick this up! Available from m<lny book 
doalers <It around $7.95. 

Foroign Legions of the Thircl Reich, Vo!. :1 

hy D;jvid Littlojohn; R. J<lmes Tlendr.r Puhlishing, S;ln 
Jose CA: lnll5. 

This third volume in a sorios Covl'rs militilry ;lIId PilfCl-
militilry elements from Bohcmiil-·MoTiwiil, Slovnki<l, 
IIl1ngn ry, Yugoslilvia, Greece <lnd Alh;lIIiil thilt wr.rr. 
either aligned with or controlled hy (~ermilnv in WWII. 
While it contilins tho IIsuill fine illlIstrations to be founrt 
from il Tlendp.r puhlication, the coverilgp. of the Wilffen-SS 
units from the ilbove listed territories is somewll'lt less 
tlliln ildeqU<lto and milrrod hy il ll11mhp.r of errors. There 
is '1 nice color cover for tho CIOil! Moslem SS Division 
"lIilndschilr" by the SS Wilr ilrtist "Anton," bllt in thp. 
toxt the division is given short shrift. 

As usuill, Littlejohn confuses the 31st SS Div. with 
the K<lmpfgruppe Div. "Tlohemiil-Morilviil" and il mythic<ll 
":JJrd lfungnri<Jn SS DiVision," which neVBr exislBd. Thew 
nre also very dp-rogatory ;lIId inar:cur<lte comments <lbout 
the "Prinz Ellgen" <lnd "lfilndschaT" DiVisions, not to 
mention the "Kilm<l" and "Knrstjaeger" Divisions! With 
the limited amount of spilce he gives to these units 
you would think he r;ould get it right. For the mcord, 
"f!;mdsch<lr" remained a full-fledged division right to 
the end of the war and "Prinz EURp.n" first S<lW frontline 
Clclion ill September 1!l44 and not jnst in the lilst dilYS 
of the conflict as the <luthor indir:iltes. 

I don't Clppmciilte a lot of I.ittlejohn's S<lrcastic com-. 
ments nnd rlescriptive phrases ilS well. ilS they do dotrClct 
fTom the overall par;kage. Thilt dop.sn't meiln I don't enrlorse 
thl, book; the iluthoT knows quite Cl bit about very ohscure 
outfits and when he tries he C<ln convny this informiltion 
in <l useful m<lnner. In addition, the photos and ilIllstriltions, 
m<lny quitp. rare I'm sure, are WmerCllly vp.ry interesting. 
The production and gr<lphics Clre basicillly shilrp nxcept 
for a few pies t<lken from newspilpers I guess. One of 
the lilttf,r photos rlp-picts the Slovene Cp.ner;]l l.eo Rupnik, 
who commanded the Sloveni:Jn [[ome CIIClnj or [)omobrans. 
If you chp,ck bClck to Cln ilrliclp. in SH No. 34 titlnd "In 
Mp.mory of a Comrmle," YOIl will sp.e- thilt tbis is the 
samp. Rp.nnrill referred 10 in th;]t pif,ce, thOlIi:h the illlthor 
of Ih;]t memoir identified him <lS <l Croati<ln. 

[)p.spitn its OCc<lsion;]1 fl<1wS I would cert<1inly recommnnd 
this book (availilhle through _SH ill $21.<):' + postOlr,P.). 
TI'n first volume in this serip.s is now oUI of print. 

Wor!rl Wilr Il ReVisionists 
Pilrt I1: lIans von cler IInidr. 

Vidp.ot<ll'n (VIIS formilt only); color; 70 min.; $l!L!lS ppd_ 
(New York state msidents add s:1lns lilXl; Indepnnrlpnt 
Hp,s8ilTch, 1'.0. Box 6402, llh:1cil NY 14WiJ. 

Hans von dOT Heirle was il tpp.n<1f(er when hp. WilS ilC
coplp.d for service in the CermOln militilry in wwrl. Evnn-
tlJ<lJiy he W;]S <lcccpted into thn 10th PCI!l7.cr Div. of tho 
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WAFFEN-H BOOKS 

Spn~II\L NrlTlCF 

r.' ront fiqht~rr;: Thp _(\In.~·~p.gi~n I.."gj~_,: of t hp \vnffrn -SS 
I~ vpry npf1r r.nrnplptinn Rnd thp prp-fluhlicat;on price 

fnr !;P S!lh5crihprs [$17_flO instPi"i nf $1 :,-nOl will r"m"in 
in pffpct IIntil "t I",,"t I J,JnP 19l1fL As "I,"mys thAnks 
for VG"r fHH.;pnr;p with this rrojflcr! 

-------- ---------_._--------_ .. _---

Wnff"n -SS, ;tnd snw intpnsf' nr:tinn on thf' Enstr>rn Hnd 
Wostp.rn frnnts. 

In this pxcrllf'nt. fJ1I:11ily t;Jpp pr,,<lllclion of 'lTl intp.T";"'W 
with Vfm flf'T fll'idr., hp IPlalns hnth his comh"t f' xl

'
"rif'nre 

and his first- hmHI f'yf'witness il"f:Ollnts nf Allip" ntrrlcitip.s 
in n VP.Ty movinr, Clnrl sinr:nTP WHI'. StHtio!lf'rI nf'Hr Ihp. 
COT1centrntjoT1 r;nmp ilt Lllhlin. thl' SS soldf'[ Tf'r:rl1lnts 
the f:lir tTPOlt Illf'nt gilTP!) (;p.rmOln cilptivrs. 

I wns ClS much impmss()d with the ~uHlitv of fl", t;lpP. 
production <1S T wns with thp content ;tsf'lf. This is Cl 

mllst for rPHdnrs of Sif'gTllTl"n. 

fThf'rf' ;He <1t h"lst tivf' othpr tnrps in thf' sprins. nl
tho1Jl~h thpy do not provirlp. H111' specific W SS C()Vf'ril~p.; 
lTlorn rtptnils on thp.sp nrp ~'1~il;tl)lp on rp,!"pst.1 

--HetI' ~lf'rrinm 

WllrrlN-SS nOOKS - PHOTO IlrSHlf!lrS 

~11 ) III 

DIF I l'I8"TI\I'JflI\PTF: IH nil 11 [1st sri! 
HlJ f);o 

[JIVE;lflt\l flliS i<rlr.H IH nil 11 I?nd S"I 
t"-"1U (1J 

WIFe rlN rrl "tH ~IFFP [lrd "SI 
MI) 0'1 

'pfi.fln 
OIF f:;IITrN GI I\IIRF~.JS Wl\prl'J ['lth ~;~;I [~n'np ,-plm.1 
~"-"11 J Il~; !017.lm 

VF P \O/n IT SINrl 11IF ,';PI IPFN ["th r,S P,. P qt.l 
MII:l.l 

PI\N7rRfiRr1'JI\fllrPF ["th ~;~;I 
$lO_nrj 

fv1U .l!i '1']1).00 

Ptr:H'Ji pr: 11FP WI\ITFI\) SS IH nil 11 lr.nmh:H pn'liP""r"l 
HI 1 r Ifi 
CH.f1If.'Ii';.II\[-r;r-p 111 nit 11 [rith ,;r,1 I",,,,,,, enlnrl 
HU fll 

r'PI~·Jl [11I;r-tJ IH 11/1 I1 [lth ';';J 
~11 .1 1111 

KI\VII I r· PII [/lVI':ICltlf't·J rn-r;> \of :;C; Inth ,";1 
Hr- I11 

'j;;'fl.rlll 

"ifllHl 

~~.~-;:~ r1f\r,I/~rp rllV. "'-Hlf W'r-j;n 1\1 Ir-r~r fJ" rrn;':!rnfTlnth 

vn'!Jrn~. SflrllP. f nlnr' 

Iqllf) (~:lt.'1lf)q A'Inil"hlr f(lr ~!.n(l 

r ;r,mprphpnsrvr 1,<;1 Inq<;! 

.John rf"rfnnlwiC7 

r-.Jfilit:lry nnok f lj~;trih"tor 
)[)7 Whrtr~qntf><:; ('r. 

VJinnir"q r lH P,H< " ? 
CArJllfl1i 
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BOOKS ON WORLO WAR 11 

WAFFEN-SS by Brian L. Oavis: photos: softcover: llCflI3-
123-. ----- $7.\15 

NEWI 
HITLER'S TEUTONIC KNIGHTS: SS F'enzp.rs in Action 
b;"-i\':~~~';- q;;a~~i';:-236Ph;;-to5[17i':'-cnTorl:-h;'r-d;:over: 
IIC8n- 2[1. $1 q_rlS 
WAFFEN-SS 11 T WIIR by A.J. Barker: mRny photos: hRrd
eov,,;'-: IIr)2UU. $19.9S 
BAn(3ES ANn INSIGNIA DF THE THIRCl REICH 1933-'15 
by ~Br,;)n -Oa"v i S;-A Imos t-2.000iT~TnfuTI-COI·or ,- -.·~a rdcov-e~-:-
11085-138. $17.1l5 
CLOTH INSIGNIA OF THE NSDAP AND SA by J.R. An
goiTa:orio-iTT:Trr;"n-y-i;C;;To;:);t,-ardc Dve;:;-nO'I02. $ 2 q. IlS 
THE HISTORY OF THE GERMAN STEEL HELMET 19Ifl-'l5 
bY-L-;:'d':';ig--Aae;:;-ne-a~ly-ToOO-ilnmR-,:;-y;n-cojOr1:-hR~ri-: 

cover: 110200. $31.1l5 
SKOR1ENY: Hitler'B Commando by Glen B. Inri"Id: photos: 
har'dcover;iioii"3"2:---------- $17.50 

SECRETS OF THE SS by GI"nn B. Infield: "estRhlishment" 
"R-e-count: ph(}tos;t:;"r-rlcover: 1104 15. $1 ll.qS 
CLOTH INSIGNIA OF THE SS by J.R. Angolia: 1.200 
ijl-::h-"rd';'ver;- ;1054'1:----- $30.00 

9~._~2_E_F-_l.ELP_O£_ f::i_Qr:'!.Q~_:...0 __ Hi~~_r~Lt_he_~ni g~.!'~<;_ 
Cross [le"rers by .LR. Angolia: numerous ill.: h"rdcover. 
-jri~-I:-U(J547:-$20.00 Vol. 11: 1I05 r17A. $17.[J5 
l_JNIFClRMS. ORGANIZATION ANO-.::iiSTORY OF THE .. _-------.----- --_._--------------. -----.----~--~--~~ 
PAN1ERH'1UPPE by R. Bender G W. Odegard: nurnNOIJS 
ill:;--hardCDve;:;-n05Q9. $74.95 
LEADERS AND PERSONALITIES OF THE THIRD REICH: 
Tileir--S-iDgraphies. Portr-;'itsan-d/lutograEhs by Ch';r-I';~; 
I~-;'-milton-; numerous i,C:h:';"Cdcover: 1I05i;5:- -- $7'l.q~, 

EL T flLlCKLES ANO BRDCADES OF THE H-lIr-lD F~Err~I j 

hy . i. F~ : An[jo iT ,,-;- 0-;,,"r-iifjO-Tli-::-h,'r~ic;;ve;.;-iT(iAlj7: ---- $ I 5 _ 9 5 

FrJR,UEHPEF< AI'10 rATHEF-ILANO: Militnry /\wnnl, 
of the' Ti;;rdR-;'T~tl-by-J~R~~ A';-[Jol";"A:--5-5[i--;II.:-h"~drover; 
IIflO:,I. $7'j.Il:, 
rCJHElm,) lEr;IONS_9r2L1[ __ nllf3..0 __ ~[Ir:'.:.f::l by D. Little
JOhn'; nUrTlp.rnu:, ill.-fB[~W. calor]: hardcover. 
Vo!. I: Itrlfl'l3. $2;>.50 Vo!. 11: fJOfl'llA. $1'1,(15 
-V~)i_III: IIOfjlj3fl. $19.95 
LJf.Jlf'ijPMS (IF THE GERMAN IIRMY. 193J-'15 by J.R. 
Anqol;" r; Adolf ~j"hicht-:-n-LJ":;e;:o-;:;s--iiT:--iG-r,w, color]: 
h~rdr:over . 
Vo!. I: It()650. $74.[1S Vol. 11: fJ06:,()A. $2q_\)5 
R[lM~"'f:L: A NArrative And Pictorial History by R. L"w 
r, l~; Lut~,"r: ~;umf"rous TII:;--h8;:rlci:i-;"-er:-tiOi:i-{!lJ~- $17.n5 

Osprey Men-at-Arms Series 
EAch: IJAnp. <;oftcOVf"r. ill .. color uniform platE'S. $7.lJ5 
THE W/\f fEN-SS by M. Windrow: 119002. 
Tflf:-~'rij\J;E:r~rli\'I~ilU"JS by M. Windrow: IInoo!. 
(iFR-~,i"~·j"y-;~;--t AsfE:RN FRONT ALL ICS I qq 1· '15 by 
p:rihbntt l;-N~-jtlor;;as:-ji906f-----------------'-- --------
PI\PTISAf\J Wf\r~rAPE 1941-4:' by N. ThomRs r; P. Abbott: 
-4IJiq:---------~- -------------

,:SIST I\Nr,r W!\PF ARE 1 qqO·-q~ by C. CabRllero .Jur8do: 
11(111) 1.- - --------"-------------

rUPElr]~J vnt. 1 INTFFRS OF THE W[HR~-1Ar-;I H I [Jr, 1 --'15 
by C, CalJ"II"ro .Iurndo: 119079. 

Minimum Order: $10_00 
TGRIIN[f\J r""d"rs -- IU%--d'5count on ~-rdf"rs Dvpr $7.'1JJO! 

r~;orry. cannot ship above books outside U.S_] 

~~undreds mnre titlp.9 available 
on all subjects. periods ... 

Senrf $5.00 for 54-page cRtalog + FRFE giftl 
[Foreign cllstomers - our c"taloq lists 

hundreds of our own titles you can buyl] 

Wf:APON!1I\NO WARFARE pm::s!> 
') I B-SR Beech Street 
Benninqton VT 0520 I 

STILL AVAILABLE FROM SIF:GRUNfN AT THIS TIME 

SIEGRIJNEN BACk IS91U's 
Numhers 1-21 ilt $7 50 '!ilch 

Nos_ 7A Po ;>Il (hook form"t '!(jttions);J! $fl 50 e"Gh 
Nos. 30-37 (current milq;}zine fnrmat) at $5_00 each 

SIEr.RUNEN BUU.ETlN Rack l~slJ"s 
[rf'i\lIy the Si1me "5 the parly SIFGRI.INEN iS~'Jpsl 

Numbers l-A at $1.50 eilch 

SIEGRlINEN ANTHOLOGY 
$2.50 

SIFGRUNEN NEWSLF:TTERS 
NumlJers 1-4 ill $1_OOeach 

Waff"n-SS Pprsonality Prolilf's 
$100 

Wallon;,," 
2Ath SS Division 

$600 

NARVA 1944 
[Ill. SS Plo CrJrr'l 

$<] gs 

L IONS OF FLANDERS 
[rl"m ish W'lffpn-SS l 

$14_95 

DEATHSHEAD 
["Totpnkorf" Div. in Fr"ncel 

$1000 

SS Wllr Sonqs Imd March", 
[LP or <:"'5ptlel 

$q qc, + P_OO shirring 

EPIC: 
Th" Story of th" Waf"m-SS 

lJy Lpon [Ipqrelle 
$4 00 ~ $1 00 qhirpinq 

CAMPAIGN IN RUSSIA 
The WlIlfen-SS on Ihe Eastern Front 

hy Leon Df'grelle 
A ma5sivf' classic in Fnqli5il for the fir~t lime 

$17 ry, ~ $U)()shipping 

[sn No ;JR "ncl LIONS MP both in limiled supply'l 

OrON From-

Rich<1rd L"nrlwf'hr 
Ro~:,1 ? 

r,Irnrf"Ie OR q74~;J 
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