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The Dutch SS Volunteer Gerardes Mooymann, the first non
German SS man to be awarded the Knight's Cross. He per
sonally destroyed 17 Soviet tanks (13 In one day) In February 
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1943 on the Leningrad Front. Here he receives congratulations 
from other Dutch comrades during a visit to Berlin. 

[via Kenneth NiemanJ 
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> ED'ITO' o " !i '" Ill' ,'. l < 
In 1980, the U,S, Justice Department (if you can call it that), 
dropped its deportation case against a former member of the 
Waften"SS from the North Caucasus region of the Soviet Union 
named Tscherim Soobzokov, Soobzokov had been accused of all 
sorts of "war crimes," including "mass murder" by the New 
York Times newspaper, a "Nazi" hunter, a journalist and 
several other people, He subsequently sued all of the above and 
won a very large out,·of-court settlement, 

At ttle time of his victory over the "Justice" [),.;partment, 
Soobzokov had the following to say: "I was never afraid because 
I knew I was innocent. But with all the expense, the time, and 
the prl~ssure, I would be foolish if I were not relieved, It's not so 
easy in the great United States to convict a guy who is innocent," 
No, as it turns out it's much easier just to kill them; Soobzokov 
was rflu((jered by a terror bomb in tt18 summer of 198') after 
years of terrorist harassment. The event received a little play in 
the press but was quickly dropped. A few days l<lter <In elderly 
Latvlan refugee barely escaped boing rnunhned irr ttle samf! 
manner. Some groups ann inrlividuals all bllt took crfldit fnr both 
occurances, yet as almost always happf'ns III ttlf~S(' C<lS;:S, till' 
auttlUrrties re,,,aille(j "tJaffled" and without suspncIs, 

Such acts of dornestic terror, increasinqly frequent in recent 
years against individuals and publisher s wtlO may have sornehow 
upset or ctlallenged the "establishment" line on eVAnts ttlal 
transpired over 40 years ago on another contillellt, usually are 
rnet with cornplete indifference by law enforcement and political 
officials, who to date have not made much effort to really bring 
ttle perpetrators to justice, Although when Americans are 
victimized by certain types of overseas "terrorists" you can bet 
that trlese otherwise mute politicans will begin howling in frenzy, 
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The U,S, is not unique in its lack of enthusiasm in pursuing 
certain domestic terrorists; one only has to recall the complete 
apathy of the government of France following the murder of 
former Standartenfuehrer Jochen Peiper in that country in 
19'16, Although the criminals involved left a trail wirte enouyh to 
drive a diesel truck over, none were ever apprehended, 

Traqically the domestic terrorism in the U,S. <lgainst former 
members of ttle Waffen-SS in particular has almost been of
ficially s<lnctionerl and certainly encouraged by the "Nazi" 
hunting Office of Special Investigations of the "Justice" Dep<lrt
rTwnL Ttlis outfit operates as a special privilege secret pollcp. 
force, using tflchniques cornmon to their counterparts in any 
one of the CommUflist-rulp.d nations, It uses information pro
vit1ed to it from the Soviet secret police in its efforts to prosecllte 
American citizens, The Soviets provided the OSI a whole "crlln
inal" file on Tscherirn Sootllokov, but unfortunately it COUldn't 
he usp(j tly our commisars, Not because it was a cornplete work of 
fiction wilh filbricated (ilnd clearly wrong) datp.s), but hp"lIJSP 

the crimes SOOh70kov was ch;uqp.d with, political' 'hooIIQ;;nlsm" 
and "rncalr:itrancn" <He not yet recognized <IS crimfls hy Ihe LJ S 
JudiC:lal system So thfl OSI comrnisars were let! grrttinq ttlPir 
teeth ovpr this case, but thA people ttley inspired wp.nt rlglrt 
ahe;;d With their attackS on Soobzokov, eventually killing hirn, 

The traqie death of Tscherirn Soobzokov is a direct result of 
the malicious hate campaign instl~ated and dir~cted tJy the OSI 
and its media accomplicp.s, who hrought their devious methods 
to a hysterical peak <It the time of the "Bitburg affair," It IS not 
yet clear how much longer such nefariOUS activities will be 
tolerated by the American people, But it is clear that if we are to 
avoid the totalitarian crackdown presaged by the OSI and its 
evil allies something must be done soon. 

A Note From The Publisher 
All orde,s for SIEGf~UNf.N IIlerchandlse and renewals must IJP 

sent to ttle !:Cditor, f,ichard Lilndwehr, 
Address Corrections should also be spnt to the Editor, as soon 

as your new address is known, Also, it is very Important that you 
include your old address, , , the mailing list is kept in ZIP Code 
order, and if your new address has a different ZIP Code, 
we simply cannot easily locate your old address to remove it 
from the list anrl replace it with your new one, This could cause 
delays and even loss of SIEGRUNEN issues due you. 

Should an issue be mailed to your old address and it IS re
turned, you will he required to pay all forwarding and return 
postage charges (which we have already had to pay the post 
office), plus a $1,00 remailing fee before we can mail that issue 
to your correct address, NOTE: Even a change in an apartment 
number--even if you remain in the same building I-will now 
have postage due, etc" charges added by the post office. 

Every time we mail out an issue to the subscribers, seveml 
come back with incorrect arldresses, Most we eventually are able 
to re-mail to the subscriber at their correct address, but some 
"lost" subscrib~rs are just never located, You can avoid misslnq 
any issues by giving uS any change in your address as soon as 
possible, 

Foreign subscribers are listed alphabetically, so we can more 
easily locate you on the mailing list to change your address, but 
it is still a good idea to include your old address as well, 
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SS-Gruppenfuehrer Hermann Priess, the long-time commander 
01 the 3rd SS Pz. Div. "Totenkop'" and the 1s1 SS Panzer Corps 
and a holder of the Swords and Oakleaves 10 the Knight's Cross, 
died on 2 February 1985 at the age of 83. He was one of the great 
figures in the history 01 the Waffen-SS. 
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SIEGRUNEN BULLETIN Back Issues 
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SIEGRUNEN ANTHOLOGY 
$250 

SlEGRUNEN NEWSLETTERS 
NWll/),ns 1·4 at $1.00 eacl1 

Waffen-SS Personality Profiles 
$1 lJO 

Wllllonien 
21J1h SS [livislon 

$6.00 

NARVA 1944 
[Ill. SS Pz. Corps] 

$9.95 

LIONS OF FLANDERS 
[Flemish Waffen-SS] 

$14.95 

DEATHSHEAD 
["Totenkopf" Oiv. in France] 

$10.00 

SS War Songs and Marches 
[LP or cassp.tte] 

$9.95 + $2.00 shipping 

EPIC: 
The Story olthe Wallen-SS 

by Leon Degrelle 
$4.00 + $1.00shipping 

CAMPAIGN IN RUSSIA 
The Wallen-SS on the Eastern Front 

by Leon Degrelle 
A massive classic in Fnglist1 for the first time 

$11.95 -+ $1.00 shipping 

[SH No. 21:l and LIONS ilrp. both in limited supply I) 

Order From: 

Richard Lilndwehr 
Box512 

Glendale OR 97442 

> CLASSIFIEDS < 
Erik Rundkvist, Emag 68, 121 57 Johanneshov, Sweden is 
interested in contacting Walfen-SS collectors in the U.S. and 
~n~a. DB) 
----------------------------
Mark C. Yerger, 431 College Ave., Lancaster PA 17603 is 
researching and writing an English language history of Itle "Das 
Reich" Division and needs documents and photos pertaining to 
the division, and in particular its personalities ami unit com
mander s. (3B] 
----------------------------
MILITARY BOOK LIST issued quarterly, over 600 titles pE'r 
issue. Send $1.00 lor lour issues to THE COLLECIOFl, 36 Tt1e 
Colonade, Piece Hall, Halifax HX1 lRS, West Yorkstwe, 
great brilain. )391 

----------------------------
BUMPER STICKERS! Any messaye printed I $;>.OO! T-Shlrtsl 
SS Runes or Thor's Hammer l $7.95 each! P.W .. Uept. Sfl. 
P.O. Box l09. Prudenvllle MI 48651 [41) 
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WAFFEN-~\ BOOKS 

TULLE AND ORAOOUR 
A Franco-German Tragedy 
by Otto Weidinger • 62pp • English text. privately printed. 

Otto Weidinger, a recipient of the SWOf(js and Oakleaves to 
the Knight's Cross and last comman(ler of SS Panzmgrenadier 
f10t 4 "Oer Fuehrer," is one of ttw great war heroes amI mili
tary histl.lrians of our time. He has never (lorlqed a difficult 
sltuatioll in hiS life and for the last 30 years or so Iw 11as worked 
cnaselessly to try and present a full and object ive story of the 
alleged Waffen-SS "war crimes" at Tulle and Ora(jour in France 
In June 1944. 

He has linally been able to produce, for the first tirne in the 
English lanquage, a compretlensive yet concise review of what 
11dppenen, expldining very clearly all sides of Hie story. It should 
forever dispel I ttle myth that ttlese incidents cOllstltute(j "war 
cflrlles" on the part of the Germalls. They were tragiC reprisals 
that resulted due to even more tra»ic and barbaric acts on tIle 
part of the so-called French" Resistance," an orqanilation which 
was dominated, oddly enough, by a coalition of FrenCh, Spanisll 
and foreign communists and criminals, and was never represen
tative of the French people as a whole. 

Her r Weidinqer spells out everything that happened on both 
Sides In graphic detail amI leaves you to figure out who were the 
true "war criminals." He lists all of the facts about ttle OrarJour 
InCident in particular that are always omitted by the U.S. 
media; i.e., the unintentional death of tile women and children in 
the churr:h due to the explosion of hidden terrorist rnunlions, 
the etforts by SS troops to rescue nlern, etc. Frankly this book 
s~lOuld be distrrbuted as wirJely as possible in the English
speaking world, amI I trufy tlOpe that some rneans can be found 
to do so. 

Nobody, including Herr Weidinger, can speak with full ap
proval of the means used by the Germans to combat the vicious, 
unetlllcal actions of the "Aflied"-backed terrorists, but the fact 
remains t hat utterly drastic action had to be taken to remove 
tiles," pre(jators from the field during the first days of the battle 
for Normandy. The terrorists preyed on the weakest elements of 
It,,~ Germdn amled forces; supply troops, Hed Cross hospital 
cululllns, and assorted individuals and unprotectf!tl convoys. 
They murrJered everyone ttwy caught, often after horrendous 
torture, then ubscenely mutilated the remains beSides. But after 
the I eprisals atl ulle and Oradour the "resistance" abruptly 
shul clown Its operations and was never again a serious factor 
during tile stru(j(jle tor Normandy. 

It is a sad truism that military reprisals are usually very 
effective in the short term, but harmful in the long run due to 
the Iin~lerlflg resentment engendered. lufle and (Jradour wel e 
inevitable inCidents that proved the validity of the above; noborty 
wanted thfllTl to Ilappen but ttlere was no choice. And at last, for 
the fllst time, the truth about what did take place can be made 
klHlwn to t he general public. More information on the availability 
ut thIS book will be listed in SH in !tIe future. 

AN DEUTSCHER SEITE 
Internationale Freiwiltige von Wehrmacht und Waffen-SS 
by Hans-Werner Neulen • Universitas Verlag, Munich' 1985 • 
5HJpp • dOlens of pllOtOS, maps and charts' German text. 

For the first tirne an objective book tlas appeared that fully 
descrIbes and chronicles the formation and deployment of non
German military vulunteers in the German armed forces. Every 
country and nationality is ttlOroughly dealt with and special 
emphaSis is given to the political background involved and the 
motivation of the volunteers. Herr Neulen has covered a very 
complex subject with admirable clarity, fairness and detail. Tt,e 
photographs are exceptional, including the first I have ever 
seen 01 Homanian Waffen-SS volunteers at their training camp 
In the winter of 1944/45. Much new and valuable information is 
brought to the surface including the story (and photo) of the 
"unknown" Swiss Knight's Cross holder, Peter Renold. 

All tol(l thIS is an excellent volume ttlat is highly recom
mellded. It can be otltained from The History BooksllOP in Lon
don at a reasonable price (see their ad elsewhere in this issue). 
One can only hope that someday this sees an English-language 
editIon as well. 
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CAMPAIGN iN IH)<;SIA 
The Wilffen-~S On The Eilslern Front 
by Leon [)egrelle • published by the Institute fur Histnflcill 
Review· 1985 • 353pp • frontispiece and dust jacket phutos • 
available at $17.95 + $1.00 postage from SIEGRUNEN. 

Just about any words I can say about this title would be super
flous. This is the classic memoir of warfare on the Eastern Front 
written by one of the greatest men of our time, wtlOse political 
and military career was nothing short of extraordinary. 

Anyone reading SIEGRUNEN should, of course, have this 
book. It has long t)een one of my dreams to see this volume in 
particular made ilvailalrle in an English-Ian(juage edition ilnd 

-----_._------_._--_._------_ .. _----- ---

DIE GENERALE DER WAFFEN SS 
:J?O paqes, 1 DO photos, German text. TIle Waffen-SS g en -
erals, from Briqadefuehrer to Oberstgruppenfuehrer In
clurtes war service, commands, decurations & awards, etc. 
etc. (available this Fall). $3300 

DRAMA ZWISCHEN BUDAPEST u WIEN 
672 pages, 3~ photos, maps, reproductions of operationill 
orders, etc. Orders of battle, officers, unit strengths, etc. 
(jHmClIl text. The 1945 battles of the 6th SS Plo Army in the 
defense of the Reich between Budapest & Vienna. $45.00 

MELDUNGEN AUS DEM REICH 
1/ volumes. 6,740 paqes. German text. The secret SD/SS 
reports 011 all aspects of Germany & German life in WWII. 
lheset $57.00 

POSTCARDS OF WOLFGANG WILLRICH 
72 pages, 32 color ills., 173 B& W ills. English I German 
text. The cards of Willrich, one of the foremost milItary 
artists of Germany of WWlt. This book includes a listIng of 
all known cards published. A PF11VATE LIMITED EDITION. 
EACH COPY NUMBERED. $13.25 

ROMMEL u die GEHEIMDIENSTE IN NOrWAFRIKA 
1941-1943 
241 pages, 252 photos, 4 maps, German text. The secret 
intelligence war in the North African Campaign, many 
unusual & interesting photos of equipment, etc. $28.00 

DIE TRAGER DES DEUTSCHEN KREUZES IN GOLD 
VOLUME 11 
450 pages. German text. This volume includes the Holders 
of the German Cross in Gold & Silver of the Waffen-SS, 
as well as the Kriegsmarine & Luftwaffe. $32.95 
[Volume I is also availavle which lists the Army reCipients, 
at the same price.) 

RANGlISTE DER GENERALE DER DEUSTCHEN LUFT
WAFFE. nach dem Stand vam 20 April 1945 
200 pages. German text. $21.00 

DIE 11 PANZER DIVISION 
550 pa»es, 1 ,200 photos. German text. A photo book of the 
famous' Phantom Division $31.00 

DER FREIWILLlGE 
The Magazine 01 the H.t.A.G., the association of former 
members of the Walfen-SS. Includes accounts of battles, 
biographical information, etc. German text. 
Annual subscription $24.95 

All the books are priced postpaid. 

For a copy of our GERMAN & EUROPEAN AXIS WWII 
ARMED FOf~CES BOOK CATALOGUE, includes Waffen
SS unit photo histories, battles, biographies, bilttles & 
campaigns, weapons & equipment, send $2.00 and we will 
AIRMAIL you a copy by return. 

THE HISTORY BOOKSHOP 
2 The Broadway 

Friern Barnet Road 
London N 11 3DU 
GREAT BRITAIN 
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SlJet! I'; nljW tl1l: i;,1';t~ I ht, pl(l~n ltl vivid, ffJiHfltlc;ss, Hi iP;;lf!q ilnd 
Cl( Ld~;,·H:·d!y (jIJlh: ,:~t'I~)'IH (llpqrt~lll;! IIl1flt;f~~) IIU w(Jrd~~ fll! aflVOnt: 

Wlltl tellder sensltJllltles!i, and will furce you to "Iiv«" till! r«aiity 
of ItH~ Eastern Front as it actually was. ThiS work has been called 
"Homeric" in scope and it is truly that; Oegrelle has a unique 
appreciation of life and beauty ev«n amidst death and destruc
tion and It stlines through in no uncertain terms. 

Degrelle is unat)ashed and unapologetic. He is convinced of 
the rigtltness of tlis deeds and ttlOse of his soldiers and he sums 
up hiS feelings wlltl unequivocal «Iequence right at the end of 
hiS work: 

"I remained, a witness to my soldier's deeds. I could defend 
them from the lies of adversaries insensible to heroism. I could 
tell of their epic on tile Don«ts and the Don, in the Caucasus and 
at Cherkassy, in Estonia, at Star~Jard, on ttw O(jer. 

"One day the sacr«d names of our dead would be repeated 
with pride, Our people, hearing these tales of glory, would feel 
tilelr hlood 4lJicken. And ttley would know ItHlir sons. 

"C,;rtainly we had been beaten. We had been dispersed and 
pursul'd to the four corners of the world. 

"[Jut we could look to the future with heads held hiqtl. History 
welqtls the merit of men. Above wordly baseness, we had of
tered our yOUltl agamst totat immolation. We hacl fouqht for 
Europe, its faith, Its civilization. We had reached the very 
helg~lI of sincerity and sacrifice. Sooner or later Europe and 
the world would have to recognize the justice of our cause and 
the purity of our gift. 

"For hate dies, dies suffocated by its own stupidity and 
mediocrity, but grandeur IS eternal. 

"And we lived in grandeur." 
What more can I add to that? In a wOlld seemingly dominated 

by moral cowards and ethical pyqmies, Leon Oeqrell« stands as a 
qiant iHTlOn(1 men. The book also has a useful qlossary, footnotes 
and an excellent introduction by Ted O'Keefe. Absolutely 
reeom mend«li, 

A Waflen-SS machine gun learn In pOSition near Caen, France, 
27 July 1944. [via Kenne!tl Nieman! 
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Die SS" 1 ",nle FriHd"" 
{'{Jlnpilf:d, tran~.;I;tt0(j Hnd !Hll";.tf:l{nd hV 11 i Vv't!!!tHfI<';· r~r IV-")1/"> 

printing • dVaildl)le fI om Glut)H Militar Id, HF D 1, Hux ;!VJ, 
Keene NH 03431 at $22.50 postpaid. 

This is a surprisingly good reworking of a Waffen-SS soldier's 
handbook (commonley referred to as "Tante Friecle" or "Aunt 
Friede"), and delves into almost every basic (lptail of militilry 
life and training that one could think of. The author knows IllS 
stuff and has a very favorable and knowledgeable attitude 
towards the Waffen-SS as well. There is an immense amount of 
profusely illustrated rnaterial (with much on tactics, weapons 
useage and qeneral sllrvivalism from the German perspective). 
detailed III a very interestinq manner, I learned quite a bit from 
this book and anyone interested in the "hasics" with emphasis 
on how Itle Wa/fen-SS tlandled them is advised to obtain ttllS 
volume. necomrnended, 

Panzer Grenadiera 
dar Panzerdlvision "Wiking" im Bild 
assemblfld fly the Veteran's Association of the "Wflstlanrl" 
Regiment. 1984 • Price: in the $30,00 range from many rnlll
taria hook dealers. 

"Panzer Grenadierfl" is the latest massive photo/text history 
from Munin-Verlag, the putJlishinq house of the W-SS veteran's 
association. Aside from the usual magnificent assembly of photo
graphs there is an extensive text in German and in Englistl, the 
latter language being particularly well-written since the transla
tion work was done by an Englishman. Much of the history is 
concerned with the SS Panzergrenadier Rgt. "Westland" but 
the other "Wiking" units are given good coverage as well. An 
exceptional book, of value to anyone interested in the Waffen
SS with much new material and no language barriers to over
come. 

DIE FLUGABWEHRVERBAENDE DER WAFFEN-SS 
tJy Hans StoetJer· Verlag K.W. Schuetz, West Germany· 1984. 
608pp· 120 + photos, numerous charts, line illustrations, etc. 

This is a massive documentary history of every independent 
air defense (Flak) component of the Waffen-SS ranqinq from 
Corps and Divisional detachments to training and reserve bat
teries and regiments. The author has assembled a garqantuan 
set of facts pertaining to the structures and battle actions of the 
SS Flak units, along with information on the commanders and 
distinguished personalities involved. He also covers the weapons 
themselves in some detail. Certainly a very valuable reference 
work as far as SI EGRUNEN is concerned and probably a qood 
buy for most people seriously interested in the Waffen .. SS. Ttle 
price tag is about $25.00 U.S. Available from The History 
Bookshop in London. i i 

"PANZEH GHENAOIEHE" 
Ilwntiorwd ahove can be obtdlllCri tor 

$:)0.00 frolll, 
,John I edurowiC/ 

267 Whlteqat('s er 
Winnipeg MB H3K lL2 CANAIJA 

"Sepp" Dielrich and his "boys," 1s1 SS Division. 
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By Wulf Schuldes 

"Truth will ultimately prev<Jd when' thprp is p<:lins bl(f'n to 
bring IL to light." (;I:o",.:e WIlSJUIIJ,:tOJl 

"Truth does not have to ask anyolw's ,wnnis.sion~" 
. Arthur SdIOJ'I'IIIIOU('r 

IlIlroductioll 

The purp()se of this essay is to inform the ~elleral public 
ahout illlporl ant events and dppict the real forces which altered 
th .. course of history. In order to arrive at a more balanced 
persp('clive, I have re'ferred to newly [lublishNI source materials 
frolll hoth sides of the conflict. My essay differs from the old 
('stablisiled "black·and·white" picture imofar that it attempts 
tu describe what really happened. 

Helrospecl 

Since World War II was a continuation of World War I, wc 
slwuld reflect upon the outbreak and endin~ World Wilr I first. 
The three Illoving forces whieh triggered World War 1 were: 

1) The rising l'an·Slavism in H.ussia and in the smaller 
Slavic nations. 

2) Britain's lInwillill/2:ness to ll1eet the German indus. 
trial and cOlllmercial enterprises on the world Illarket in 
fn:e c()mpetit.ion. 

:J) France seeking revenge for its lost. war of 1870·71, 
which was started by Napol"on III but won lJy Prussia. 
Beginnin~ in 1904, Germany was increasingly surrounded 

by a number of treat.ies directed against her. The alliance of 
F~ance·]{ussia·Brilain was well knit. lung before the spark was 
lit in Sarajevo. The Tripple Entente, being aware of their 
superiurity, were very optimistie. For Austria·Germany it. was a 
fif:ht for survival, from the first day on, Austri;I-CPllllany had 
(i,1 millilln Illell in uniform, while the Triple Elll.ente had 9.9 
million men. Germany's navy wit.h 1.2 million t.ons was greatly 
outnuml>ered by the 3.3 million tons of Britain, France and 
Russia. 

In UllA, in good faith of Wilson's "Fourteen Points," (a 
propaganda ploy the Western Democracies had no intention of 
implelllenting) Germany laid down its arms. Brushing their 
promises aside, the victors proceeded in taking revenge for the 
fact that Germany had not been defeated on the battlpfield. 

At the t rea lies of Versailles and SI.. Uermain (1919), large 
portions of Uerman and Austrian territories with their German 
inhabitanls were handed over to the victors. Unstable countries 
such as Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia were created. Poland 
[('('civet! a large part of Uermany with 2.2 million inhabitants. 
The area was handed over despite the fact, that. 85',1" of the 
populat ion voted to stay with the German Reich (:lO March 
1921). This high percentage is even more remarkable, when we 
consider that Germany was a defeated country and that Poland 
employed scare·tactics and outright terrorism to intimitate the 
vuters prior to the election. This terrorism was tolerated and 
encouraged by the French troops under General Lel{ollde who 
was assigned to supervise the elections. J 

Taking into accuunt that Poland had received so many 
minorities at Versailles, the dictators of the treaty felt somehow 
responsible and forced Poland agaillst her vehelllellt protests to 
sign a 'minority protection act.' As agreed, the League of 
Nations should have provided effective IJrotection under this 
acl, but failed to do so. The Poles sneered at all agreements. 

The effect of olle single year of Polish brutality on the 

6 

native population was devastating. There was a ma's I'xodus of 
C:erman speakinl-! natives, many of them with Polish family 
names. 

Not being salisfiE:'d wilh the I;lfge area Poland had rl'c('ivI'd ilt 
the Treaty of VPrsailles, t.hey also wanll>d III take ()VI'I' IIH' (;,'r. 
man ('0Ionips.2 Poland ('onsidprpd Iwrs('lr an ('qllal of England 
and Franc!'. 

Sensible men like the English l'remit'r Lloyd (;poq:" and the 
Franch Marshall Foch reali'zed the injustice which t.he I'"lish 
'corridor' represented (dissecting Germany). But nOlle of till'Sf' 
warnin/2:s influence the Leaglle of Nations in any way. This 
assembly saw their raisIJIl t/'l'Irc solely in the execulioll of thl' 
dictate of Versailles. 

Francesco Nitti, the It.alian Prime Minister (1919·20) wrotl': 
"But th{'se treat ies, born in hatred, almost exriusivl'ly by the 
will of France (Clenwnc'>;lu), and that will was only to humbl" 
G"rmany, to choke and diseet her.") 

The League of Nations consistanlly denied (;errnany ('qllal 
ri/2:hts and rejected all six (;erman disilrmament r(',·otlll11enda. 
ti;lIls during the period of 1932·35. As a result, (;erm;my 
introduced military draft sprvic{' and renollnced the Versailles 
armament limitations on !() March 193fi. 

The well·known British historian, A.,I.P. Taylnr wrote in his 
monumental book, The OriJ{ins of ill(' Second lVorld War: 
wl'he French had fired the starting·pistol for I he arms race."4 

Hitler made one more offer for arms limitation: '"{'his Ull. 
deniably demonstrates our goodwill and dpsire to avoid an 
unlil1lit~d race for re·armament."s 

Two Interesting Notes 

A Jewish newspaper in Paris (Lt'. Droit de Vivre) admitted in 
1937: "Hitler does not want war, but we will force it on him!" 

Winthrop Aldrich, General Director of the Chase National 
Bank announced after ret uming from a "fact·finding.mission" 
in Europe: "En/2:1and will create a political situation which will 
force Hitler to take lip arms."6 

Poland's Attitude towards her Minorities 1919·:19 

During the negotiations for the t.reaty of Versailles, the Poles 
demanded the use of the German City of Danzig. They claimed, 
I hat the Polish foreign trade could not. function without the 
Danzig harbor. 

In 1920, Danzig was severed frolll the German Hepublic, 
cyniely declared a 'Free City' and the harbor facilitif's handed 
over to Polish control. III spite of this, Poland enlarged the 
harbor of Polish Dgingen, thus diverting away 66% of the 
normal traffic from Danzif.!. To further bankrupt the ecollomy 
of Danzig, Poland quadrupled the number of Polish custom 
personnel in Danzig still on the C;erman payroll. 

The City of Danzig was forced to pay 3 million Guilders for a 
Polish ammunition dump which was built with the hlpssings of 
the 'neutral' League of Nations. 

The ];lr/2:e territories wh ieh Poland had received in 1919 had 
only wetted her appetite. Constant cries for lTlore Uerman land 
we;e heard: from the schools and public media. 

Through 'Land Heform' Poland expropriated 750,000 
heetar (1.85 million acres) of Gerrnan land. 

Germans were 'fair /2:ame' and could not find prokction hy 
the Policy Police. Mllfder and torture were COll11llon place.? 

Betw(!en 1919':19, Polish schools, newspapers and radi() 
broad(~asts pn'ached twenty years of hatred; a massive (;"VPrtl

Illellt inspired Polandization effortJl' 
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.\[,lIli'iJ,·stl'l (;lIal'diUIl 1'/ Uc("!>"l I ~):H): '"nltl I'uilsl, terror 
illl!it'l I.Llilll' is WII"'" than illl\'lhl!l~! inl';lIJ()p"I" 

.\j,III,·hestcr (;/lanlllilJ H lJ(Jcemiler 19:> I: "T/\(! aim of the 
1'.>llsh politics is (hI' disappearance of the nalionallllinorilies on 
p,tjlt'r and in f(';dity." 

Wins(on Churchill (24 November 1932) in the llouse of 
('IHlllllons: "If the British Government really wislwd to act. in 
favour of pronlt)till~ peal'e, then she should t.aI((1 over' the 
Ipadl'rship and should on her side brill~ up the question of 
llan/ig and the Corridor, as I()I1~~ as the victor nat.ions ilre still 
ill (lie superior. If these qlll'stions are not solved, no hopl' for 
lasting P('il('t:) can he expected." 

Bv Augus( I ~j:19, '7G,!>:l:i Ul'f1nanS had fled Poland. 4,000 had 
bel'n kilit,d, sonl(' of tht'tlJ lortured and Illutilated." Thl' total 
flgurl' of (;erman civilian victims prior (0 and during the Polish 
"illllpaign IS ('stinulled at 20,U()O of which 12,fiOO an' confirmed 
by fI;Jmf>.'tJ 

Ibller's ('onsiliatory offl'J'S were lalJgh<'d at and taken as a 
sign of \VpaloH'ss. 

A (;ermiln offer to entpr into Ill'/!olatiolls was answered by 
Poland with a thrl'at of war.1 I . 

l'rl'sidl'llt Franklin D. Hoosevelt dl'dared in his New Year 
r-.l .. ,;sage (,1 ,I"nuary 1~J:l9) Ihatlhe USA will act with: " ... melh
,,<Is short of war." Ht' st rengt heni'd I he war policy in London 
and l';Jris and tlrt-:l,d t.he Poll'S through his special ambassador 
William llullit: "[)o not .yield an inch!" A very strange at.titude 
for an American president, whom the news media dl'picted as 
working toward peace. 

Sprint; of 19:19 

2:1 lIlarL'h 19:39. Poland had partially Illobilized her army. 
Hillpl' rpacted calmly in order to avoid driving the P()I~s into 

the hands of t.he British. lie did not counter this provocation 
wit h iI military counter·measure. Hitler refrained from support
ing t.he Ukrainian freedom movement. On the diplomatic front. 
Uermany agreed on independent Czech and I'olish states and 
supported neutral and Vatican efforts for peace. 

Cermany sought an extension of the German-Polish non
aggr!>ssion pact for an additional 2fi years. 

26 March 19:39. Poland, through Amba5Sador Lipski rejected 
Gprlllall proposals for negotiations and threatened war. 

2H March 19:{9. The Polish army newspaper Po/s/m ~bnj'l(J 
in an article "We are prepared": " ... that the Poles different to 
l hp ('l('chs, have no fel'ling of in feriority towards; he powerful 
lIal iOlls of the world, the lIumber of foreign divisions does 1I0t 
frighlen the Poles ... " (GermallY had fewer divisions at that 
lime anyway). 

Waflen-SS anti-tank gunners of SS-Slandarte "Germanla" move 
their PaK in Holland, 13 May 1940. 
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'1'1", I,;,'il r'I;w Days 

Poland 101 ally nli ,hili?('.! wil hout. a Plot t'st (rulll Iil'it hn 
Britain nor France (29·:lO August.). 

Musolini proposed an international cOllferl'lIt'e to hI' held on 
5 Sl'ptemlH'r 1 !I:W. 

CololH'1 lll'ck, !'olalld's Millisler of Foreign Affairs, did not 
wallt any kind of I]('gotiations. Ill' feaJ'fld that a (,(lJllPromisl' 
could have hpi'll rpitched with lIitler. And Ihat. England would 
have forced Poland t.o a('cept such a !'OIl1promise. 

Ilit.ler had actually planned his countpr·nH'iISlII"l' on :'.(j 

August., but poslpolwd his dat.e in the vain hopl' t.hal npgolia
tions be ~jvt'n ulloilwr chaTlce. On 29 Au~usl lip made his last 
offer on t.he diplolllal.i,: front, ~- he dl'lllanded: 

Frl'l'tiOlll for Ilanzig. 
An I'xlra ft>rnl.t>rial road and~rail link thr()lI~!h Ill!' 

('orridor. 

inlill"llat.ionally sllpl'rvis,'d .. /t'clions in till' 'corridor' 
within a year. EX('ilange of small pOt'k .. ls of population,," 
;In t'V('Jl hasis as a f(lsllil. of Slh,h an (·I(,('tinll 

This nH'ss;'gf' was interc(>ptl'd by Winston Churchill. Wh"1l 
ChallllH'rlain finally lll'ard of it through a (;prman radio hrtlild. 
C;ISI., he ('xprl's,s"d in the liouse of Comlllons: "This is lht' first 
time I heard about it!" 12 

lIitler bitterly complained to lIenderson (British Ambassador 
in Berlin), thal. I.he "Brit.ish (;overnrnent. dops flOt. give a (Lornn 
whet her or nor (;ermall civilians an' bf'ing murtierpd in Poland." 

Lord Halifax on ao August. 19:19) finally askf'd the !'nlps 10 
st.op the persl'cution. 'I'll!' reacl.ion by Beck: "Without iwing 
authorized by t he Polish (;overnmenl ... 1 he Polish Ftlfl'ign 
Minister ft>rbids 11ll' British (;ov(,rIllllent to express views and 
opiniolls about Polish prohlcms."1.l 

31 August 1 !}:39 

The sit.uation was very tense! During tll(> last wppks I'olps had 
repeatedly fired at Cerman civilian air plalJes. Pot. shots and 
maehine gun fire rang across t.hl' border int.o Danzig. 14 

Britain had approved of Poland's gClwral ll1olcilization. En
couraged by England, France, and the United Stai.ps, Poland 
ran lice risk of war. 

Poland had instructed its ami>a&<;ador in Berlin, Lipski, to 
ask for 'tall!s,' hut und,'r no circumstances should hp f'ntl'J' into 
any realistic conversation. Lipski had no authority to IlIlg,)li<lle. 

Coering did everythill~ possihle in his power to avoid a war. 
Ill' realized that the generals wew afraid of war and that I ht' 
Uerman economy was in no shape for a war. Since England had 
reje('t.ed lIitler's plan to send (;o(>ring i.o London, COl'ring had 

A column of vehicles from the SS "Totenkopf" Panzer Division 
move through Joigny, France, 17 June 1940. 
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.. "k"d lh,~ ~)II'"dish illdllslri;dist, lijfl~('r Dalerlls, 10 ad as a go
ill'l Wt"'11. !\s Ilall'n1s arriv"d in Londoll, he il'!,'pilOtH'd I ["r;H'!' 

lVi/son, Chamuerlaill 's Irllsll~d lIIall in the Foreign (Hrice. 
Ualerus suggested that the British Government should bring the 
Poles to their senses (down from t.heir arrogallce). Wilson 
answered OVer the phone: "Shut up! "I S 

At the lale hour of 2115 hours, "Radio Germany" broad. 
casted the much publicized "}<'inal Offer" for the last time. 

At 2:WO hours "Eadio Warsaw" answered by calling it an 
"insolent proposal," it rpjecled any form of negotiations, 
slwered at the useless waiting by the "New !luns," alld declared 
that Poland's illlswer can only be a military one! 

Ilitl!'r had swallowed all the humiliations he could possibly 
take (although some 'historians' have argued that he should 
have shown //lore patipnce). The following morning, German 
lroop~; entered Poland. The I'ulish ('avalry nev"r made it a('foss 
tlw bOl'lIN in the direction of Berlin, as they had so oftPll 
tilleatened. 

~ September 19;J9 

The I'ulish Marsball Hydz-Smi!;ly realized that the war 
would be lost and started negotiations at once. But the British 
(;()Vertllllent declared immidately that t his must never happen 
and repeated its determination to hl'lp Poland with all its 
power;;. 

Cermany continued her efforts toward peace. Dr. Fritz 
lIesse, the C;erman Press Attache in London, was given (ull 
authority to ne~otiate. Ill' contacted Sir Horaee Wilson in the 
Foreign Office, invited him to Berlill alld presented the Cerman 
proposals. 

(;"fln:lny is willing to withdraw her troops. 
(;ernwny will pay for damag(~s. 
Both points under the condition that England accepts 

the roie of negotiator and occllpies the area to proted 
the (;efman minority from Polish terror. 
Sir f1oraee, acting" with full authority for the British Govern

nwnt, answered: 
"1'uo lute.' France has now shown her willingness to 

('nter the war (the French leaders Il'arned that Italy will 
l"('main neutral). Spcondly. Winston Churchill had joillPd 
the cahinet and t.hus the switches had hel'n set for war! 
En~land can not tolerate another power on the contill('nt 
ht'cause she w()uld eitiwr perish or 105 .. the basis on which 
her ('mpire and world prestige are huilt." 

"Wtth this ,U1SWel'. Sir lIorat'l~ Was ex(:pptionaliy blunt. 
Fur Britain. tht' issue was not whether the (;"rrnan minor
ity in Poland was in the jaws of a vice, but whether Ger
Illany was on the verge of iJecoming a st.rong military 
power and an able industrial cOlllpetitor. "16 

1\1. O:JOU Y0llrs on :l S"plplllh('r I ~J:~,J, I kndf'rsIln Sllhtlli( I ed 
Bril;lin's "t.w,)-hollr IlItilllatllrn" in ]lerlin. ilt 11,JP illll\[' 

llendersoll said t.o H.ibbontrop: "We ilr now ilt war!" 
Wben Hitler was informed by Hibbont.rop, Ire was f1abllPr

gasted. All he could say was: "Now what?" 
The war WilS made possible by England's carlel-blanch .. to 

Poland, by England '5 rejection of Musolini's plan for an inter
national conference to be held on 5 September 19:19 and by 
England's rejection of all German efforts for an immediate 
c()ase-firc. 

Althou~h there are rumors that English Illoney supporled 
the Polish terrorist.s before the outhreak of the war, Poland's 
army never rect'ived as much as it single build from Britain. 

After the Polish campaign had ended, Ili tier made ,"Hit IlPr 
generous offer: to wilhdraw t.he (;erman troops and hold 
internat.ionally supervised ('If'clions in thl' t;prman <Hl'aS of 
Poland. This offer too, was rejected. 

It must be noted that when t.he Soviet Union invadpd Poland 
on 17 September ID:l~) (as a result of the German·j{ussian Pact 
SiglWd on 2:3 August I !)a!) England ilnd France wPre mute on 
this annexation of Polish territory. Furt.hermore, Britain and 
France tolerated the Soviet attack on Finland on ao NovPlllher 
19:19 and the occupalion of Estonia, Latvia, LithtlPtlia, Hpssa
railia and Northern Bukovina in the year of 1910. In other 
words, even though Stalin occupied 150,000 square kilonlPters 
of land wit.h a 21 million population by the end of .June 1910, a 
declaration of war was not made by Britain. 

( 1) Max Schwartf': G('s('hicht(' des \V('ltkripgt·o:;, n"rlin 1 ~I:~ 2; (;f'(IrJ,,!(> 

Franz-WiIling: Der Zweit{> Wf'ltkrie~, Druffel-Vl'rlal! Lponi 19f\O 
(2) J)ocunwnl 011 British Fort'i~n Poliey 1919-:~9, Vol. IV Doculllent 

189 and J06. 
en Fnwcesco Nitte: The Decadence of Europe, Hyerson 1 ~}~:1, 

Torollto. 
(>I) A .• I.!'. Taylor: The Origins of the Sl'cond World War. Hamish 

Hamilton, 1 ~H) 1. 
(fi) Ibid. 
(fi) AJfr~d Lueckflnhaus: VOII Dratlss(>f) gf'~(>hf"n\ DIl\'sspldorr 19Sf). 
(7) ll"utsches Weisshuch 1939 (Uerman White Book). 
(8) Idid, 
(~n Stat.istisdws Bund('saml. Wif'shadpn, VE'rtrf'lhullg"sVl'rJn<;ft'. p. 2R:J. 
(10) St>r.lphim, Mnurach, Wolfrurn: Ostwaerts di'r ()d~'r·Nt'lsSt." p .1:3. 
(11) J)pul.,dws Wf'isiJurh No. 2, p. 208. 
(1~) Hrili ... h Bltl(' Book, No. 10fl. 
(l:n Micha(·j i·'rpund: "Wf'ltgf~s('hichte dt~r Cl'gl'llwarl in {)o('ullll'ntt'n 

lU:IH l~j~1~)" Vo!. Ill, p. ~14R, "'reihllrg l!lfl-1·5G. 
([,1) !leutsch,·s Weishuch No, 2. p. 208. 

(If)) Voeume-nt on British Foreil<ll Policy 19]9<~9. Vol. VIr, ()O('. ~R9. 

(16) Fritz Jlf~s.s.e: Das Vorspi'~1 zum Krei~~', Urllrfpl·Vprla~ Lponi, 
1979; Hitler and the En~lish, London, UH14. 

Extl'llsive Listings of Waff"'n-SS Hooks 
nt cOrllpditive prices ale avaIlable trolll 

,John Fedorowicz 
21>} Whiteg<ltes Cr. 

Winnipeq MB R3K IL2 CANI\DA 
!:)(>nd $1.00 for list5. 

A Wallen-SS soldier is decorated at the fronl lines by his commander. 
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1 
16th SS Division" Reichsfuehrer-SS" 

On 11 S"ptember 1'142 around :llX) ofticer~, NCOs <lnd men from 
tll<' SS Flak Heplacelllent Detacllflwnt in Aroben were shipped 
oft t" Ihilollllr wllt're they were to fO! rn the SS 1·1,,1< I J.>t"cilllwnt 
of the Cormnand Stiltf of the Heich;,ful'hrC'r :,S (tlim",l"r). This 
was till' lan1,,;,t Sl!nd off of troops from Arols"n sinc" the "(;"r
l1'dl1ld" SS Hgt. left the tOWIl at thee tW(linl1l1"l of World WM 
Two. Tlw Hak troop, werl' accompanied to the rdilroad ;,jiltion 
by cl r1lllitdfY band and larqe numbers of I(xal well-wish.!rs 
turned out a;, wl'll As a f1l1dl touch the troop trdill was decked 
out in bouqul'ls of flowers. 

The rad Journey took the SS Iflen through Saxony dnd Silesid 
to Crdcow in the (Jeneralgovernment, a trip that took five days 
to ilccomplbh. On 20 September, Lhitolllir was reilched and the 
Hak troop" wer" quarter"d in a tldrracl<s that formerly was 
uti!J/"d by Sovil!! otficer cadets. At this tune the cOlllmand struc
turf' of the embryonic unit stood as follows: 

Commander: Hstu!. fend 
Adjutants and Ordnance Officers: UstuL Stern, lhtu!. Allen-

stein 
Battery Commander: Hstut. Hieber 
Platoon Leaders: UstuL (Jullasch, lbtllf. Weber 
In Zhitomir the unit continued its traininq and formation 

pruc<'ss. On 2 Nov<'lllber 1942 it was sent by rail back to Hasten
bur(l In Ee,st Prussia, where it was situated in the vicinity of 
the rllf!tll?r'S HQ. Extensive weapons drills and inf,Hltry train
irHl now took place. In December 1942 a "Flak Comhat Troop" 
was formed from the detachment under HstuL H ,,,,her and was 
sent to tire Eastern Front fur deployment. 

In the nH'anlime, 75 NCOs from the Police Escort Battalion 
"H"inridl" la Himmler bodyguard unit')]. were attached to 
what was left of the Flak detachment for F1al< trainintj purposes. 
U;,tui Stern supf'rvlsed (jeneral and heavy Flak traininH while 
the hqht f:lak qun traininq came under Ustuf. (jllllasch. Many 
more Police officers and NCOs were eventually sent to the Ulllt 
for instruction. Supplementary training was provided by Luft
waft" I-Iak units stationed in last Prussid. 

In JilnUilrV 1'143 the nascent detachment was once aHain 
transft!rred, this time to Welhau, Last Prussia, which it reached 

2./SS Flak Det. 16/"RF-SS" In Corsica. 
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via road ilnd rail I fere, more WaffenSS recruits from Bruenn 
and Warsaw were trained. The arminq iHld eqllippinq of the unit 
was illso now fully completed The Police f:lilk trainin,! COUI"" 

wa'> tprminat,,"d at tile pnd of Fehru<lrV 1943 ilnd tllP POI,Cl' t,ool" 
were 'liven equivalent ranks in the Waften-SS and sIIllplv kppt 
on with the detilchment In the course of February the lUlIt W,lS 
broken down into the followiny "Iements for futllfe (kpioYlllPnt 

I. SS I-Ink Detachment Command Staff l/"HF SS" unde, 
Hstut. ilillhlliln 

2. SS I-lill< l)"tdchlllent Command Staff II;"HI -S.'-i" llnder 
I istuf. 1)1. Frilnk. 

3. I-lilk unit of the Sturmbriqilde (Assign"d tu the n,'w SS 
Sturrnhriqad" "f{!- SS" i'lnd later till' nucleus for SS f ·I"k 
Detaclllnpnt 16 "Hr-SS"). 

On 21' J."bruary 1,)43, a heavy Hak battery froln the deSIC1-
nated SS Flak Detachment Command Staff I under Ustuf St", n 
was sent hy rail to join the Sturmbrigade "HF-SS" in th" LOll
deac [{'Hion of western france. On the way there it had a 12 hour 
stopover in Berlin and the soldiers were let out (In leave _.' 'on 
their honor" .-- for that period of time. 

This battery report Pt! in to the Sturmbri~lilde commilnder, 
Stuba!. CeselC' on I' MilfCh 1'143 and its ljuMters were estab
lished in La CheN. For the Flak troops, infantry traininlj and 
instruction in the use of their weapons in ~lround f"lhtinq. now 
went on c1I il rapid chp. Special commandos w,'n' set up to s<,cun' 
the rweded supplies dnd equipment for the Flilk dl'lclChlTlent and 
the first half trill I< trucks used to pull 11 .. , Flak quns ilrrived, 
which Iwrmitted tllP drivers to (wqin their traininq Hstuf IJr. 
Warninglroff soon arrived from the SS Milin Office in Berlin 
to take over th" heavy battery and in the coursf' of MMCh It was 
shifted to the town of La Motte in the same qenerill Me,l 

In M"y 1943 all members of the Sturmhriqilck "Hf--SS" took 
reut in marksmanship exerci;,es at the troop training qrounds 
near kellll<'s, which were rf'viewed by Gen Marcks, commander 
of the 82nd Army Corps. On 20 June 1943 the Sturmbri~jad,' 
was placf'd on emergency alert and then mobilized for action 
It was rushed by express train through France to Italy, crossinq 
the frontier on tlH' 22nd. The disembarkation area for most of 
the "HF-SS" Flak detachment was around Massa and LIVOrllO. 

while the heavy hatterv was unloaded in the early mOrllinq of 
22 ,June in St. Stefano to the south of La Spezia. 

At the lH'qinninq of ,July 1943 the Sturmhriqild" "H["SS" 
be~Jan to expand and as a consequence the Flak Ulllt was ill,,) 
enlarged. The new d"tachment consisted of thre" heavy and on!' 

"RF-SS" Flak battery being transported in Corsica. 
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jhjht j'I"i; h"I(,'II'" lHld,,! th"overidl (OIl"lldf,,1 01 ifstll! Ili,!h,,'f, 
(J;:., .,j tl1,> !II,.I',.'\' j-1<11\ hdtt('th'S \'\"d'-, ",~'Ilt rf' t!h> l~>idlld 1)1 (:(If'->iCi'l 

Oil 1 July 1'1<13, The Ila'll went by air III ,ju :'2'5 'rolll th" ,'Irheld 
at CdsalcccllJo whdl' the equipnwnt, supplies ,illd weapons were 
transported 011 t hl' ship' Thampa'lfle, " 

'I he "/lH" 'lUll tldttl'ry was put into positioll to the sOllth of 
Bastia wherl' it fIldintaifwd contacts with iHl Itallall l,S cm 
meduHn Fldk battery, A second "/lW' battery was later sent to 
l.erubia in the middle of mountainous country, where it proved 
nearly impossIble to deploy for the job required of it. However, 
Oil the basis of orders IS"lIed bv the It"li'Hl COf1l1lli1lH.iiHlt of 
Corslcd, most elenlents of the Stllrmbirq"de were ev<'ntllilllv 
rellwved from the illterior of the isldlld, Un /l/\II<jllst 1')43, 2nd 
Baltel V Wib relo('ilfed to Bonifacio to cover the lknbor on the 
,,)llttle'rn tip of the isldlld and the chdllJll'1 to SardinIa, 

'Ill(> b"ttery's firin'l positions wel'l> located UpOl1 it steep cliff 
( .. bout 70 IIwtets dbove th" sea), Jue edst of the city, 'I hiI'd 
Battery, led bV Ustuf Fuetsniss, was ,"so now sent to Bonif"cio 
frolll Its IIlltial positions on the Gulf of Portoveccio, The mission 
of buth th"~e h""vv Flak batteries was to qlldrd the harbor 
aljdlrl":>t sed and rlir dttack dnd k~{!.p opel) d S~( url~ p<lS~dqe for the 
90th !'arl/"r~l)('n"dler /)IV, which hdd to be pulled back frofll 
~iH<iJnla to CorSICd fullowinq the Italidn capituliltion, 

~<!«)nd f)dtkry/"HF SS" F1"k dlsdfltled thrt'e' Itdlian l'lak 
hdltni"s th"t were localed near Its positions, From 18 to 20 
A11<jllst I'I<JJ, Stut",£. Otto Skorzeny included mefllbers of the 
"Hf:,SS" II<lk Detachlllent in the planlling for his first Musso, 
lini rescue attempt However, these pl<lns were scuttled wh.'n it 
was le,'rfJ!'d that the Duce had been IIloved by his captors, ~kor, 
leny then cilrried out the successful Gran Sasso rnisslon in 
~eptt'rllbl!r . 

S"ptellltWt <J, 1943 WdS a Ilwfllordble d<lY for the W,dfen,SS 
"Idk Mill On thiS day two Itdlian destroyers fired on tile (;errndn 
transport ships th"t wC'te ferryinq llH!tnlwrs of tll<! 'lOth l'z(;r 
{)iv. from ~<.Hdiniil to COhICd, The qllllJwrs from 2,/SS l'lak 
"Hf~S" fired back dnd when the smoke and flames died down 
on the next day one Italian destroyer and been sunk and the 
other danraged beyond repair (this one would be scuttled), This 
uti/que achievement subsequently reu~ived mention in the 
W"hrrnacht war C<HTIItlUlllque, 

On 11 September a Idt'l" Illllntwr of Italidll Air Forn~ planes 
thilt were en lOute to Sir J/y attempted "11 overtiJqht of ('orsicil, 
rtw liqht rink platoons from 2nd ,md :lrd Batteries/Flak "HI' 
SS" opened fiTe rind ifmnt'diately knocked five of the ItaliclIl 
plnne., out of the sky and followed up with Cl SIxth one soon 
<ltil'nvcHds 'I lu' other planes of tit,· dir Wlllq rd!,;"I" di.<-,pers(!d t 
On IS September, the "HI' SS" heavy "Iak batteries ~lave up 
their positIOns to units c()ll1in~l in from Sarchnid, In the morninq 
th(! entIre Sturrnbrrgdde "HI-',SS" went into I'<>adiness for an 

2 cm Flak In ground fighting. 
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<1ttdck i.H!,dill"t tlH..l huld 0111 IfdJidrl qcuri(;of) In H,htld 

:--'/'1'1'0 11<-'] Ill) 11!liJt, ",'hi( I" 111"(1))1<'<1 II"k, '\"',lUlt qUI" ,,,,,I 
close SIIPI)()rl .Hlillerv, tll<' two "I<FSS" in/i'llItrv l",tt"IIOIIS 
secured j},1slld in " wllirlwind assault. Aft('rwMds " d"f"II'I"" 
perim<'ler had to Ire !-milt up around the town i'lS I,H<J" nUflll,,'r'i 
of Itilli.lll troop'i had been dispersed into the int"tJor of the 
isliltld, Hw "Hf-',SS Flak Detachment deplowd a 2 ern hiltt"rv 
in the Bastii'l harbor, a 3.7 cam battery at the nirport and its 
2nd dncBrd Heavy Batteries to the north and south of the (itv 
Several enernv air attacks on the har-hor, city and dirti"ld "II;;lled 
but were driv,'n off. 

Late ill September the evaclIiltion of CorsiCil he<jilfL Stllrm' 
briclilde "HF,SS" was the la,t (jerman unit to I,>,we, movinq out 
from all of its positions by 4 October 1943, The troop trarhport 
ships came under we"k enemy air ilttacks b'lt no d?llllilqe or 
losses tran"pired, Second Battery/"HF,SS" 1:lak WilS th"n sent 
to Triec;te for rdormiltion while the Stat! Battery and I <;t Bdtterv 
were mowd into billets at HlIssi near Ravenna In the ('nur,e of 
October, 2nd Batterv was sent from Triest'~ to Imola ()n b 

October the superliltive performance of the Strllmbri~lad" "HI: 
SS" und"r the leadership of Stubilf. Gesele was specifically 
praised in th" W"hrmacht communique, 

In Novernber 1943 the "HF-SS" Flak Detachment was sent in 
a motorized convoy from the east coast of Italy to T"ramo and 
from there through the Ap"nnine Mountilins to Tivoli near 
Rome, Third Battery was assigned to defend a nearby air baSf~ 
for a fighter win~<, L?lte in the month all motorized elements of 
the Sturmbriqade "HF,SS" were assembled in Borne for a last 
parade march past the brigade commander before the dlssolu, 
tion of th" unit and its conversion into the "HF-SS" Division, 

The "HF-SS" Flak batteries were put into positIon arollnd 
Bracchiano and were then h"ld in readiness for ~lround attacks 
ne,lr Cerceteri and Civitavecchio, FollowiI1fl thi, interval th .. 
batteries were transported by rail from Home to POflcedera and 
were then situated near Livorno and Viareggio, The Ampricilfl air 
activity was quite liwly here and many planes were ,hot down, 

In December 1943 the entire Sturmbrigade "HF,SS" was 
transported to Laibach (Slovenia) for transformation into the Itith 
SS Panzergrenadier Division, The Flak Detachment "HF,SS" 
was to be utilized as the nucleus for the new SS Flak Del. 16 and 
the 14th Flak Companies of the 3Sth and 36th SS Panzergren, 
adier HeBiments, The latter two companies were organi7ed to 
contain a strength of two ofticers/:36 NCOs/l60 men, but each of 
them frequently exceeded their limits, They were both armed 
with twelve 2 cm light Flak 9uns propelled by Italian vetllcles. 

The 14,/SS Pz,GLHgt 35 was commanded by Hstuf ff,PP 
while 14,/SS Pz,GLH9L 36 had the follOWing command 
structure: 

Commander: Hstuf. Debus 

"88" Flak In ground fighting. 
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("''''pc''IV Troop I.,,,der: l ),,,11,1 Heiss 
PL'a[(kHI i \'(Hl{~rs: t }~;tld ~)ctllfhlldll. ():,~ L,J, !-"\UI-·..,tn\-'t", {)~.;( hd. 

Stt'lbllllueller, U~tuf. Hirschleld, Oscha. Dietz, Oscha. 
Hel~ke, Osclia, Boehnke, Ustuf. Schinner 

From February 1944 until May 1945 these Flak companies 
saw continuous ~lround and air action. 

Durlllg the first phase of the 16th SS Division's formation, 1st 
and 2nd Batteries/SS Flak Del. 16 were placed into firing posi
tions around a key bridge on the outskirts of Ldibach which was 
continuously being thredtened by the enemy. They promptly 
shot down three bombers and th., pressure eawd up. A 2 CIll 

Ilqht Flak battery under Ustuf. (,ullasch was attached to the SS 
I'L,Gr.Hgt 3t> which was sent in battle'~jroup form to the Anzio
Nettuno beachhead in Italy ill February 1944. It was promptly 
involved in heavy fiqllting. 

On H March 1<)44 the rest of the "lW-SS" Flctk Detachment 
was sent via rail to the Wiener Neustadt-Baden area near 
Vienna, and there the assembled officers were given a briefing 
on whM was expected of them by the divisioridl commander, 
Gruf. Max Simon. On 29 March piUt of the "HFSS" Division, 
including the 31d and 4th Flak Batteries, was sellt to Pyspukla
deny in HUTl~lary, to continue trainin,j. 

The entire 16th SS Div. was sent back to Italy on trex)p trains 
on 20 May 1944. SS Flak Del. 16 was next deployed in the area 
east of livorno and worked in conjunction with the Luftwaffe 
Flak Det. 264. The SS range finders helped the Luftwaffe ~lun
ners ,hoot down several bombers. There was a significant 
amount of enemy air activity here, mostly directed at the Pisa 
Hridqe, Despite continuous "Thunderbolt" attacks, little 
damaqe was sustained by the bridge and the light Flak platoons 
shot down quite a few planes without taking any losses. 

In July 1<)44 the "HF-SS" Div. was at the Cecina Front, with 
the SS Becce Del. 16 and the SS PLGr.Hgt. 35 deployed for 
action in the frontlines. The SS Flak companies remained 
around Pisa and Massa and provided cover for the "Gothic 
Line." Ttmd Battery was used tQ protect vital factories. A 
number of "Jabo" attacks on its positions caused little damage 
and a few pldnes were brought down . 

RF-SS Division emblem. 

On 2 ${>ptember 1944 an advance detachnwnt from the Flilk 
detachment travelled thrnufJh partisan country to the new dlvi. 
sional sector at San MarcelJo. Some personnel and Indteriill 
losses were caused by terrorist ambushes. Flilk firinq posi. 
lions were then assumed near Poretta Terrne with 3rd Battery 
going to Vergilto. The detachment was now deployed along with 
SS Artillery Hgt. 16 for ground-support action. Numerous 
losses were tilken to a vicious communist hand known as the 
"Stella Hossa" ("Red Star ") Brigade, which was SUbsequently 
wiped out by Stubdf. Heder 's SS Hecce Det. 16. 

in October and November 1944 the Flak detdchment guarded 
numerous sites around Sasso-Marconi and protected ilnother 
important bridge from "Jabo" attacks. There were also several 
ground support actions, positional changes and bridge destruc
tion operations for the unit. Part of a Luftwaffe Flak detachment 
was subordinated to the' 'Rr -SS" Flak during this time. 

On 18 December 1944 the "RF-SS" Div. relocated to the Lake 
Comaccio region and the Flak detachment was sent to ArCjenta 
and Conselice. In January 1945, 14./SS Pz.Gr.Hgt. 36 received 
a conSignment of six 7.5 cm anti-tank guns and was converted 
into the "heavy weapons" company for the reniment The COIl)

pany's strength stood at two officers, 40 NCOs and 190 men 
In february 1945 the "HF-SS" Div. was pulled out of the front 

sector between Ravenna and Ferrara and beyan a motofl?eo 
march back to and across the Po Hiver. Enemy airplanes carried 
out persistent harassing attacks that led to heavy losses in men 
and material. North of the Po the men of the 16th SS Div. were 
loaded onto trains bound for Hungary where they would come 

2 cm self-propelled Flak. 
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'1f!<.lH tht' jUfI',dl( tion (,f ~)\'Pl' I)",trich\ 6th SS P,wzer Arrny, 
For tiw b'>I",!;l ut "Allil'l.l" inl<>ii1:1,>n\\', til" "HI' SS" I)iv, U:ih 

disguished ilS the "I-ormation Statf ilnd Hepleni"hment Group 
for the 13th SS Division," during the course of the transfer 
operiltion, The division was soon cilught up in the bloody retro. 
grade fighting from Hungary bilck into Austria along the course 
of the Mur River, 

In May 1<)45, after destroying all heavy weapons and equip. 
ment, SS Flak De!. 16 marched back through the Klangenfurt. 
Judenburg area in Austria, headed for the "Allied" lines, It 
was intercepted in the small village of SI. Andra by a partisan 
(FOUl' (If unknown d.-riviltio.l which proL'""d"d to divest the men 
of their remaining sldearms, After that the SS tnt'n were released 
and they went into British captivity near Klangenfurl. Part of 
the unit was then sent to a POW camp in Sicily, 

In the course of its history, SS Flak Del. 16 "RF·SS" was 
credited with shooting down 48 airplanes (Liberators, Light. 
nings, Thunderbolts and scout planes). It also sunk two de. 
stroyers, the only flak element in the German armed forces 

known to h.·'lv" il<'COlflpiish.'d (hilt le,,1 I ltw cUillllMnd strurilll,> 
o.f ,~I.~:" Flak 1 )et If> \:\I<~') a~; [I)!lnw..,· 

Commanders: Hstut. Dr. Warninghoff 
Commanders: Hstuf. Hieber 
Adjutants: Ostuf. Krasowski 
Adjutants: Ostuf. Rieck 
Medical Officers: Ostuf. Dr. Vellguth 
Medical Officer!';: Osluf. Dr. Velter 
Motor Vehicle-Transport Officer: Ustuf. Thennhausen 
IVa: Osluf. Kujath 
Staff Battery: Ostuf. Erll 
1st Battery (3.7 cm): Ostut. Wirges 
2nd Battery (8.8 cm): !-Istuf. Dr. Warninghoff 
2nd Battery (S.8 cm): Ostuf. Vysek 
2nd Battery (8.8 cm): Ostuf. Stern 
3rd Battery (8.8 cm): Hstuf. Fuerniss 
4th Battery (8.8 cm): Ostuf. lebsanft 
Ught Artillery Column: Ostut. Hossfeld 

Soldiers of the Norwegian Legion. 

(See the forthorninq book: 
FRONT FIGHTERS. THE NORW[GIAN 
LEGION OF THE WAFFfcN·SS 
by Richarej Landwehr. 
Pflce: $15.00 J 

47th cook training course at the Dachau W-SS Culinary School, 
20 Aprll-17 May 1944. 
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The SS Hiyh Mountain School was establbhed in Neustift in 
the Stubai Valley of Tyrol on 15 September 1942. It consbted of a 
staff and a training group which was divided into the followiny 
instruction cateyories: mountain officer command trdinlng, 
mountain·jaeyer NCO training, mountdin engineering, mountain 
cOlllmunications, mountain medical services and mountain 
supply trimsport training. 

In April 1944 the school was expanded through the addition 
of another tilrl'e trdilliny groups. 11. (jroup was designated the 
SS Mountain Warfare SdlOOI and it was established as a separate 
facility, with a rell1forced training company, at PreddZZO. Ill. 
Group was devoted to mountain marksmdnship dnd sharpshooter 
traJrllll,~, while the IV. Group was or~lani.led into a mountain 
of/lcer's training school. All of these seyrnents were subor. 
dinated, however, to the main institution at Neustift. 

Parts of the SS HIgh Mountain School were mobili<:ed for the 
first time in September 1943 for use in the disarming of Italian 
troops near the Heschen Pass and the towns of Mals, Schlanders 
and Meran. Later on, parts of the Neustift facility had to be de
ployed III the field again, this time to fight partisdns in the area 
around the Tonale Pass, Sondrio and Lake Como. The SS Moun
tain Warfare School in Predazzo (which was situated in the 
Fleims Valley of South Tyrol), was likewise eventually sent into 
action, first fighting around the Holle Pass. In 1945 the entire 
SS Mountain Warfare School was organized into a Kalllpfgruppe 
to ddend against the "AllIed" advance in the Salurn area. This 
task force eventually went into American captivity. 

In Aprrl 1<)4S, a lTlaJor portIon of the Nellstift fdcility was <;om
lTlande.'red by the Gauleiter for Tyrol and the instructors and 
trainees were formed into battlegroups that were deployed 
around Schdftlltz and Seefeld. They eventually fell back on 
Neustift where they surrendered to American forces on 3 May 
1945. The only commander of the SS High Mountain School 
and its branches was Standartenfuehrer Eberhard von QUirs
feld, who held this position from 15 September 1942 to May 
1945. He died on 2H June 19H3 at the age of !l4. 

A good many officers, NCOs and specialists from the SS 
Mountain Divisions "Nord," "Prinz Eugen," "Handschar," 
"Skanderbeg," 'Kama" and "Karstjaeger," underwent a part 
of their training at the Waffen-SS High Mountain School. 

Mortar training at the SS High Mountain School. 
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Waffen-SS trooper at the SS HIQh Mountain School. 

On the march at the SS High Mountain School. 

Training exercise at the SS High Mountain School. 
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The band of the SS-Standarte "Deutschland" was formed in 
Munich in November 1934 and was (liven the initial numerical 
desi(lnation of I./SS/1. (the last 1. nderrin(l to the Standarte). 
1 he barracks for the band was established in an old hospital 
buildin(l on the Josefspitalstrasse. Placed in char(le of construct
iny the band from 36 volunteer musicians was SS-Ustuf. Guslav
Adolt Bun(le. In a short time the band was expanded to 45 men. 
The musicians had 10 undergo an abbreviated six-week mili
tary Irainin(l c"Qurse before being allowed to serve with the bi'lI1d_ 

In the 1Il0rnin(ls the bandsmen rehearsed to~wther and in the 
,.fternoons they practiced individually. Durin<j evening hours, 
public concerts were usually held, quite often in beer cellars 
that were run by well-known breweries. It was a common prac
tice at the time for German military orchestras to put in an ap
pearance at such fadlities_ Along with their band duties, the SS 
musicians were trained as meclics_ The "Deutschland" band also 
participated in the changing of the guard ceremonies at the 
Feldherrnhalle alld (lave concerts at the Munich-Hellabrunn zoo 
and over the local Munich radio station_ These were well re
ceived by the local citizens. In its special concerts the band 
played symphonic, dance and popular rnusic. The "Deutsch
land" band also took part ill all of the official state celebrations 
and piHades that were held In Munich. 

In 1 '!Jl the b,lI1d went on a concert tour of the Hhi neland 
and performed with great success in the cities of Heidelberg, 
Darmstadt, Worms and Mainz. In the same year the band was 
sent on a "strength through joy" cruise to Norway on the pas
senger ship "Monte Sarmiento_" 

After the peaceful occupations of the Sudetenland, Austria 
and Bohemia·Moravia, the "Oeutschland" band held concerts 
in Iglau, Kufstein and Prague. Shortly before the outbreak of 
war, the bandsmen were transferred to East Prussia and took 
part in the Polish campaign as a medical detachment with the 
SS Hgt. "Oeutschland." In a small town near Sierce, part of the 
band element was ambushed from behind by Polish stragglers 
and eight of the SS musicians were killed. Their bodies were 
found gruesomely mutilated_ On 13 September l'i:i9, SS-Hscha. 
Hermann Schuster took command of the band after Hstuf. Bunge 
was sent back to Munich to form a "Deutschland" reserve 
band, so that the regiment would always have musical repre
sentatives in Munich even if it was dispatched to some distant 
front. 

In 1940 the oriqinal band took part in the French Call1Jl<1iqn 
with the ss-vr Div. and upon reaehinq the border with Spilln, 
held a special concert for friendly Spaniards. Over the next 
several months the "Deutsehland" musicians spent time in 
Hilversum, Amsterdam, Bel~Jium, the Banat, Romania Crpmes
var), Hunqary, Belgrade and Gallsbach in Austria. At the 
be~linninq of the Hu~sian Campai9n the band was sent to f'uliHi 
in Poland where it was dissolved. The musicians were sub
sequentlv attilched to the vilrious "Deutschldlld" companies 
as medics and their instruments werp put into storil~le ,Just 
before this transpired there was one furthpr chilt1(le of cornnMnd 
when Hstuf. Lallhrnann replaced I ischa Schuster who had 
been trilnsferred to the WaffenSS HU staff band in Berlin. 

The official milrch of the "Deutschland" Reqiment. whit hits 
band oftl'n plaved, WilS the "Parilde MiHch of the Tilll Fellows" 
(pARADEMAHSCH DER LANGEN l':EHLS) by Marc Holand, 
which was derived from a 19305 motion picture ,)nd had no 
particular historic~,1 oriqin The succ!'ssor to tll<' old "Ileutsch 
land" band, was the Musikorps E/SS-"()euhchland," capilblv 
led by listuf. Bun".!", in Munich. It carried out its duti('s III the 
Bavarian capitol and in cities throuqhout thl' Heich, ilJ("ludinq 
Berlin, AU"Jsbur"lS, [x>rchtl'5'lilden, Bad To!'IL, ilnd even 
Cracow. 

Hadio concerts were illso conducted in Munich ilnd Pra~llle In 
the fall of 1940, the reserve hand was stationed in PraqllP with 
the Replacement Battalion of the R(lt. "Deutschland." It had a 
special band platform at the Hus Memorial before the national 
museum on the Wenzel Square. In 1941, the band returned to 
Munich where it became the musical representative of the SS 
Artillery Replacement Rgt. that was established in that city after 
the E./Btl./SS-"D" Hgt. was disbanded. 

In 1943, the band became a temporary transfer unit for SS 
musicians under the guidance of the musical inspectorate of the 
SS Main Office. Bdndsmen were trained in Munich before beinq 
sent to join other Waffen-SS units. The band's stren(lth at thiS 
time was over WO men. During 1944, the SS AEH (Artillery 
Ersatz H(lt.) left Munich, but the band stayed behind and was 
now attached to the SS Flak Training and Reserve Detachment. 
In 1'.145, before the city fell to the Americans, the band was 
finally evacuated from Munich and ultimately dissolved once 
and for aIL 

Fife and drum corps and band of 11,/" Deutschland." 
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"Deutschland" band leading the regiment back from man
Guve/s . 

Trumpeter Corps of the SS Signals Detachment in Berlin. 
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E IBJ\~~D Af~D DIlUrn liNO BUGLE CORPS 
OF THE SS-STANDARTE ~~GERMANIA" 

In Al!'lll~t I'H4, ss U~tuf. A"~lust Nickel who WdS serving with 
I ,SS Stall "(wrTndnid" in fldllllHHfjVeddel. was assi'lned the 
t,,,k 01 formlll,] d drum dlllJ buqle corps for th" lldttdlion He 
st,)! 1,,<1 out with "i'lhl volunteer rtlusicicHIS dnd in a short tlllH? 
tillS qrew Into d full·seal<! milit,HY band COllS'stUHl of 40 llH'n 
illol"l with d "T'ilfate drum illld hU~ll" corps wilh IL drummers 
illlll IL horn "Idyers. It spoke hi,lhlv for the expertise of Ustuf. 
N"k,,1 dnd his drum ilnd hU'll" '()rJl~ I"i"ier, SS Uschd. Usna
hI ue,!,!e' , thdt nwir IIII,sicdl units Irl H,lInburq were soon cdlled 
llpUll to Ih1rt()flll 1l11lIH)r(}lh con( erto.; dllli dPpeor d.1 rnrlny func
tl()'" both IM'j<' dlld "nail throlls[l,out Lowe'! SdXOIlY and Schles. 
Will Hol"tein 

Ill<' rllllltillVlllilrch adupted for the "(jelllldni,," 5S He~Jiment 
\\'el' I eO"elrei" filfllOUS "AlexdnderTlldtscil," <'lilt! the l'l'uillrentill 
1>,11)(1" "Idyed this piece more times than they could count. The 
I "'( wJ'r lid 11 lil " band became a popular fixture un IlalllblH'J 
f\dd,o "nd "Iso represented tire batt"llOn ilt oiiJcial cer<!lIlonies 
ill Nllrelllbl'r~J, 1v1unich and I:\erlill The Illusic ialls dccOfllpanieci 
th .. ,r i>dtt<lI'OIl duriflq the n1drciws into Austrid, the Sudden
I""cl ilnd Bohenll,' Mordvid. Their ,t"tus WdS usudlly that of an 
illlXillrlry one and when war Cdll1le 1110St W ·SS trtl1SiClans Wf>re 

pl!,,,,,'d Illto "ddition,d service dS lIledical orderlies. The I./SS. 
"(," band h"ld hambt,lIld concerts at festivab in evell the 
slIl,lIlest C()lIlnllllllties and was alwdys well received by the 
publiC 

III 1<):17, Hstuf Ld~Fll Siedelltop! took dlilr~J" of th" I./"(;"r
IlldIJi,," h,md, chdfl~linq places with Hstuf Nickel who took over 
th" II./SS "C;" billld thelt Siedentopf had forrnl'd in Arolsen in 
S"ptelllber l'!3S. The balld of ll.,l"(Jl'rlnania" consisted of 3il 
Illl",,:ians with a 24 man drum and bugle corps ensemble under 
l!seha. Oettinger. It performed its musicial duties in Arolsen and 

Band of 1./ "Germania" in Hamburg. 

the surroundinq I!nviWJls. This band received 'I"." ,al rf"'oqnltl,'n 
for its participation in War M"morial Day ceremonies III K""",,I 
and ilS a shIp's orchestril on If", pilssen'ler liner" Monte ( )1,,,,,," 
durill~l Cl "Strellqth.throuqh·,)oy" cruise of th,' Nor\\."':J i,1I1 hords 
in J')T!. Lat,'r on the bilnd held nllltWrOlls "qood will" concerts 
in the newly occupied krntorips ill Austri,l, The SlIdetenl,lIld 
and Boltelllia·Moravid. 

Tlte 1I /5S·"(;" band was next stdtionl'd \Vlth the 5S (;",11,1 
Heqillwllt III I'rdq"e and becilrne a pop"l.n mUSical PdrtiC'l),lllt 
ll\ proqralflS on titdt City's rndio st",tion. 

'1 he third fllllsical unit of the "(;ermaniil" H"qinH'llt Wd" till' 
hilnd of H", Ill. Sturrnbanll (Bt!.) which WilS formed III the Ilwldle 
of April I'n!; ill Wolterdillqen near Sol tau and CilllW und"" rhe 
leildership of ()stuf. MilX I'ausch. Not too much It"s h",," re 

lorded about this unit's iH'tivifies but it was il I'MtlClpdlJI <lI 

I{f~ich Party I )av ceH'llIonies In Nurelllber~l and <lI N"tIOIl,,1 I ',HIll 

Dil\/ festiviti,'s in (;OSI,H. After llli!itillY OCCllpcltion <lIItl('S ill 
1<J3X/:n, the hand \VilS stationed in Praque III I\prd Iq,I') '1 II\' 
lender of the 111./55·"(;" drum ilnd buqle (orps \V,IS ()S( ha 
Paul Mi,'thke who would later take ov"r the same dull.,s "',th 
1.,155·"(;" in tLHllhllfq His succeSSOI \ViIS (l", h.r ()) 
l.eonhaldt. 

In I')'I!. 5tllhilf Edqill Sied"ntopf took Chillq" of tit" "M"sic 
School of the W.rffen·SS" ill Braullschwei~l, It" d,ed ill Wmd" 
sheirn in [9S:l. Hstuf Auqust Nickel WilS next 'liven the rob of 
co!lstrU<linq a hand for the 5S Artillery Hqt :, (which ,wtu,lliv 
becilme th" SS Artillery Hq! 2 of the "Dd.S Heieh" DiVISion), 
in Westplidliil in eilrly 1<)40. Th" subsequent ('ill .. "r of fj<;tui 
Max f"Hlsch is not known, but illl tllrl'e hancim,)sters plaVl'd 
MI important role in the devf'lopm'>nt uf till' fllordl.,'.hoostlllq 
militMY music service' of the Wilffen SS. , I 

Band of II./"Germania" at Arolsen. 

The Band of the SS Artillery Regiment 5 
In !"bruary 1940, the former bandmaster of the SS Hgl. "Ger
mania," HstuL AUSlust Nickel, was given the job 01 constructing 
a band for the SS Artlilery f\gl. ~) in LuedinCjhausen, West
phalia. The nucleus of the new band consisted of instrumen
talists from tile lMnds of the SS He~lilllents "(jerrnania" and 
"[)('ustchland" (Ellwangen) and the SS Enfjineer Btl. in Dres
den Under Nickel's experienced leadership the new musicial 
i:ls~elllbld'.le was functiuninfj efficiently in very short order. 

[)urin~l the Western Campaign of 1940, the SS Art.HCjI. 5 was 
assiqned to the SS-"V" Division and the bandsmen served as 
militi:lry polk"rnen. During breaks in the combat action they put 
on concerts tor tlte troops. At the end of the hostilities the SS 
Artillery MusicJ<lIlS were sent to An,ersfoort in the Netherlands 
for OCcuI",tion duties and militdry activities. In tlte filii of 1940 
l!stuL Nil kel took his men on a ven; sllccessful concert tour of 
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the re,liment's former billetin'J area in Muensterlilnd, with tripS 
to Arolsen, Korbach and Bad Wildun,jen. BdCk in Holland the 
band nldcie radio broadcasts and musical recordin<js in liliver. 
sum. 

By 1941 the band Ildd become the "official" SS Art i1lery 
Music Corps and much of its S2 member strong continqent w,,, 
being siphoned off to provide musicians for new Wdften .. C;S 
units. At the end of 1941 the SS Artillery Band was sellt tu 
Lublin and from here it went to Oslo, Norway in f-ebruary 1<)42 
It now served for a time as a band for the ScandinviliiHl SS Vol. 
unteer R'lt. "Nordland" before orders arrived trilnsfemnq the 
bandsmen to the SS Mountain Division' 'Nord" in Finland f lere 
the musiciilns hild to exchanqe their instruments for machine. 
pistols and if the band functioned any lon,wr it did so ill <l 

strictly informalleve!. I I 
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III Idle I "bru.llV ,md l'Mlv March 194!l, the W"fft'1l SS com 
!11dfhier 111 Chl,;.'t h)r the PrutectoTl1te of Boh~)Ill!d IVlol"tlvia, ss
Hllq".i"tuehrl'r KMI (;I"f VOI1 f'uedder HlIl~lhdlh, bC'1dll 
ollk'rlllq the 1l1uhdlt'l)tloll of SS SI;)ClIllty. trdlnlll~3 dll,j tt'pliH'(~· 
nh'l1t tlPOP'" ~tdtlolled In till' territory. "I he IlldSS1V\) Wdttl'Il'SS 
ildl1l111~~ 'lHlllfllb ell BeTh.'schcHl r1('dr Prdqllt-'. wlllch provlded 
fdllllth' .... tor dl rill .. :,,\,. Pdn/t!I~Fl'n(Hjler dlld ellqlllt.'l'f ~{hools. 
IhH ... hdd to th'Q1l1 till' pr{)u:'s~ ut {{)rnllll~J the tldllllllq jlersonnel 

dlld ',tlhjl.'nt~ lrltll trorlt lllh.' bdttie qrOtlp:,. Pent ot r!w l$\'ne .... dldlJ 

(lll Boh"IllI,') ,'"mpl,'x Wd~ the' SS f'dll/l'fHH'lhldl.'r School .,t 
K,,'"'' hld~~, ",I"d, Sill, ,! the !lth 01 I'l'brudrv 1')4:) had beeTl 

1111<1'.'1 lire 'UP,'f\II,,">!1 01 SS Ihlqlhr AU<just WrllH'IIJl Tr"billldt 
if,\rJ1Je'r CO "I Ih .. IKlir :,c, DIV "Hors! W"~Sl'I') Ill' Wd' !lOW 
In .... tllH led lu rt't~n!lJ hl~ tldl111nq feql1l1l'Ilt 1I1fu d COIllbclt reddv 
l'dllt.: 'lrClIl1' (\f lotlqhlv hliq"dl' ~tlellqth wilh the addltloll 0/ all 
t!!j~~lllt)t'1 hdltr,I!()/\ dlld dl1 (Htilk>ry dl-'tdchlnelll 

III II,e ,0111 SI' of (l.1<lfcir, I rdhdlldl slJcceeLkd ill Pllltillll to· 
qt'!!I\.'! d Itll"l'e hnttdlloll qH)llddler f()qlrIH.>nt, drd\Al1l1q the per 

"(Hllh'/ frPIIl hli'I}..,( hLiq dlld other L){ dJtll'~ 111 tlu' drl"d '1 ht' 

t)rll~I!iI'i'l t1dltdlll)1l tor K(1I11ptqrupp" "lrdhcllhh" Wd'-. drdwll 
11""111,,' c,c, ('/llri',III,llqlll"l'l School dlllr"dischk" Ihe dltrllerv 
tit'!:h 11Int'11! "t't'll)'.. to h,H/e ht'en furll\\:'d hOlD pent 01 the SS 
1\llrl:.'r\' c"lwoll <11 (,ldtJ IIl'hblll, whilh Ildd h,'qllll 1J\t)l>ilI2.i!ltj 
1:1 1,\1<' f\1.lIcI, I»'j'\ It COllslsted ul two /reld Iwwltb'l l>dtll>rrl's 
,lIlcl <I lo(ket rnortdf .. ll'lllellt COlltcrlllillY two truLk'l!lotll\ted 
lI\trlll \>,lll"ic-.I lJllits Th" det.,cilllll'lIt lO""lldIHI .. r Wd~ SS· 
(It'''1 sllll IIlhdlll\lllelll er Dr Arthur CUI tlS 

>-.)fllllltdIH'{)tj"lv. the relll<1lll.der oj the ~ltdtt (\lHI ..,tlldt'llt~ 
dtllildh,d \,vlth trl~' Klel1schld~~ J(KIiity w\.)re dl~o itlllfled Illto 

dflottll'r h{1ttll} (lr(lllp thdt CdnH~ ulld\)r thp corllllll'lld of till' 
',(. 1,0"/',, IIl~trucllOlldl llJJlllllandant, S,"·()~t\lbdl 1\lIdolt KOIl'" 
1'<11',1 II1IS 111111 Wd~ b.,sed Oil the Illellllwrs of a Ilrller YOllth 
IIlolIIM\' Ir<lIIlIIl'1 Celll\p In Bohelllia dlld their IJlsllll( lIon ladre 
"Ililir herd con\<' from Ki .. nschidq, PM! of tire SS (;reJlddler 
[1.lInlllq aJld HepidCenll'lIt Bn, 10 dt BrueJlJl (Bmo) Wil~ also 
I,se'.! IJI Ihis fOfllldtloIl which Wcl~ referred to as SS·I\"'llllh'nt<11 
1\,1IIlpt'lru!,pe "f'_ol\opilki " It WilS subordinated to I\(;r "Tra 
k1l lti I III AI'"I]l),!!>. 

SS-StaL Karl Schlamelcher, CO 01 SS Artillery RgL "Bohemia
Moravia, " 
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On <) April I '14!) , SS·KGr. "Trilbandt" was trallsporl(>d I,y 
trllck to the Listel sdorl arl'd on the Austrian hord"r where It 
was attached to the Hth Army of Army (;roup South. It Wcl, 

orderecl to prlCpdre for al1 ilttack aimed at "lirnilldtill'l d Soviet 
IJfid~l"irf'dd over the !'v1dlCIr Hiver -all actioJl tir,1t Jlever S"(,IllS 
to havp d"Vf'loIWd 

III tire lTh'dlltiIlW, Briq!hr. PUf'ckl .. rBllrqh,lIJS WdS hllsv 
puttinq t')(jpther two f\ll tirer r<'qinwntal battl" 'j1'<>lIPS, Il,1JJ\l'.J 
appropria!elv "l{olwllli<l" illld "MnrilVi<l," from Wiltf"1l ,c,c, 
troops statiOIWd ill 11", f'rot('ctordle, TI .. ,s(' two h,ltlll' qrolll''' 
were supposed to ,olllhilW WIth KCr, "Trabi1ndt" to lot III Iwo 

hriqnd('~ (illjdill 1l,"l11'd "I)olwrnio" and "!'v1oraviil"), whldl 
\I./('re to serve <1'-. the bdsis for Cl: new SS division FrolH d!J ()\,,,tl 
aid" ('vid"llce, th" "Bofwllliil" H"t l1('v"r actuallv lillk.'d "1\ 
With K(;r. "Trilhill1dt," hilt rpmililwd L~)() killS <lW,W horn it 

III tire vlcillitv of I'rd'llH' tlllollqir the fllst part 01 Mill.' l1l'j;\ IllIt 
th,' "Moravia" Hql irad joined I«;r "'lr,1billldt" hI.' Illld 

April, and W,IS III till' vlcinltv (If hrrth, Lower AlIstrid h\, 11> 
April ]'14:,. 'I Ill' onlv pnr! 01 th" Ill'W dlVi~IOIl 10 "Vl'r Ill' qrollPl',f 
to'letlwr properlv w,,., 11ll' Iw,,,I'III,,rtl'rs sLllt (,'ss"llti"lfv 11I..,1 

tIle COlllllliH1d post 01 K(;r. "'1 raballdt "L wluch would be class. 
ifi"d as a ",,'s<'rw'" formation in Ih(' rilnks of Rth Arrnv 

rile onlv ilddi!i()J",1 'I'lIlforce"lPllt SI'llt to KC;r "1'r,ll>,lJldt' 
W,lS th" K,lIllpfqrrlppe "Scllld/p," cOllsistillq of 111r Co e;;-., 
1'/ (;r. T & I{ Hn L. (dctlldlly a replnCPIlWllt II111t for trw 2nd c,S 
!'/.,Div. "1><1S H"ic"") fr011l f'rilq Husill, alld i1lllllllher of oft,,"r 
(adds frolll SS ,11Inic,'rsci'IJI" "I'fi"l " This 1,lSic tor,'" IVdS ,,'nl to 
rvlislplbilch, !\ll ... tlitl (nelH lisf.·l .... dolf) vii~ (1 rnUIOrl/4·d (Oln'()I.,.' (lJl 

I () AJ\ril I q,~!) 
l)~'''Plh) flw \vi{\\' <-;PI)ill(1tiol\ of the \hlriotls llllll.." till' hnflldtl(lll 

of tire "llolwlIliil MIII<I"I"" se; lliv, WilS w.,11 IJlldl'IW,W Ill,' till' 
second hdlt of APT il (;Pl Ill(ln:-. \·I,}(lre 110t the onlv Tl(ltIOllrlilt\'" 111 

the d!Vl'iIOTl, dt trIP r>'ohelftir) Troop Tri'1ininq (;rolllld<.> <':;('\'~'l cd 
units 01 tire Slo""ki;m Al IT1V iln,l tl", Slovak Hllllk" (;IJMd M,irtl,1 
w'~n' illlorpordtFd into tir" Wilffen SS dUrlnq April Iq'l c) (lnd 
found tlwlr Willl IJlto tll<' I"'W diVision 11ll' Initl,,: cI'V!."OJli,1 
ord"r·o! il"ttl .. look"d I,k" this. 

IJivi'"olldl ~)t"ft "t ../lst"t"l"rf (,Il tll,llly, tll(' ,t<ltf of ','1 I«;r 
"Trdh'"ldt' ') 

1st (;ff'n"dil'r Hqt (1<(;1 "[r"hdJldt") 

Lilt! (;"'Il'Hli.'r Ilql ("I',l)h"llIiil" IIJlI)I"~llH'l) 
3rcl C;fl'lJildwr H~ll ("MOI<lvi'I") 

SS-Slaf, WolIgang Joerchel, CO of SS-Rgl. "Bohemia," 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



\ 
I 

l 
t 

THUkN, Oswuld. III :Ill;. SS 0,;1111'1<11. 1909 
r,1l ,if !lL1U(Hl Hd\f. ~r JefJ ., bUo::.:-f IlTlon- iVicHJtH Cll. 
MIA 5 May HJ45 THirlitz. 

I )dIHlb" J"'iH VIl'llllcl, ('fOSS Tdjax alld f<re'IllS The Battle. 
(;roup H~lt "I<UlloPdkl" apJH'<lrS to hdve ve'"red "ft tWirl the 
rellldllldt'r of I«;r "Tr"balldt" towards the elld III April and was 
rqlor(ed clt Illilllll, south of Bruelln ,1lId the'n In th" Budweis 
"recl ot tll<' Sud"telllalld UIl 20 April a cornb"t det,1('hment 
dsslqlled to I<Cr "l'r'lb,mdt" /rOIll tile SS Artillery Se hool I 
1(;I,w), I('d by SS·Obe'rsturlllfue'hrer l.dlldrock, WdS erlClaqed 
"'1"11",1 <'lh'lIly tallk torces aroulld SlPthe'll. I )urillq the ,'vacua. 
tlOIl of the town, Ii' brldly wounded soldie'rs had to b" left be'hilld 
illld th"y \ve'r,~ promptly Jllurder"d by Ihe COllHJlUlllsts 

At Ih" beqlllnill'~ of May 1'-)45, tile' soutlwlll pMI ul the' "Bo. 
helflld·Mordvld" IJiv was deployed around Kre'IIIS 011 the 
Ddnube On H dlld 9 May, Brigfhr. TrdlMlldt made tll!! decision 
to rel"ds" all of the Husslall prisoners thdt hdd b"en taken dnd 
lWdd for th" Arnericilfl lines. The surrender of thIS part of the 
diVIsion WdS ill cepted by U.S. troops at (jdllneukirchen Oil 10 
l\1ay 1'J4S. Oil the v<'ry next day the disdTllwd Wilttl'1l SS men 
were tUfIl"d oVl'r to the Soviets at Preljdrl<'n. TIle' r"suit was d 
tril'i,'dv tnr the "Bohemid·Moravid" DiVIsion. BrJ'lfin Trabimdt 
ilnd tho<Jsdnds of hiS soldiers wound up in cilstallt [l<Hts of the 
l Jula~l 'Vstelll. Trabandt returned home ')lh yedrS Idter but not 
many of hb nll'n e'ver made it back. 

The' 'norlheJ'Jl" brdllch of the "Bohelllia·Mordvid" Div. If'cl 
bv St,,f. Sdddlfl('lclwr, dlld cOllsisting of the rl'4inwntdl ar. 
tJilc-ry ~lrollp, the 21ld ('Ienadi<!r H~lt. and the bicycle and si~Jflals 
detachmPllh, found itself fiqhtill~J Czech pdrtisans dround 
f'rd'llH' dUflll~J the first da'ls of May 1')4S. It was nut an easy 
stru'J'lle and (Jenniln soldiers and civilidn who ff~1i into the 
hdfl,j., of the terrorist "freedom fi'lhters" were invdridbly 
tortured and killed. ThIS is wl1dt happerwd to St"f. Joerchel, 
HTI<Jlhr t'u"dder BlIrghaus and the ":stolliiln Waffen.Ustubaf. 
Mdltl", MIlOI"] others. The "Allied" atrocities committed in 
f'rill]IIP Wl're of a pdfticul.n bestial nature, but needk'ss to say 
IlO Ofl~ \Al(lS 1'\.I(!l" a~k{!d to dccount for those' 'wdr Crl/lWS"! 

Aft", th", ,'pituliltl(JII, the northem portion of the "Bohemid' 
Morilvi,," I )iv. to~wtl"'r with the SS PdTl?"r~Jfel1ildi"r H~JI. 4 
"/l('r illt'IIll.'r" of the "J)as Befeh" /)iv., h"d the respollsibility 
lor e',cortillq "'111(' of till' LHlJ,OOO (ierll1dll civiliillb who were 
attpll1ptlJlq to "',Cdl'" th"Protector"t", h,Kk 10 Ihe BelCh Most of 
th.-se' people, ill< Illdllllj TIldny weapolll,!~s sllldlers, were dble to 
cross Il,e denldfcdtlon III lieS dt Strakowit?. 

Till' rest ot tll<' "f)ohernia·Mordvia" Div. which WdS serving 

Bridging column from SS Eng,Bn. "Hradischko," 
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GOIANBECK, GuenihAr. ?~i <.J1Y :;S Ih.h:, 
21 r,tI;\Jch 1'l?:, SS",JunkprSUllJte I-'rilQ (lJ. 
Letlrgang, I. Leflrgruppe). MIA. 

SCHARENBERG, Wolfgang, 
Junket. 1920, Rostock. 
Beneschau? MIA 4 May 
Benes<.:hau, 

22 378. SS 
SS-Art .-Schule 

1945 Praq-

ile:; d re(:H~Iudrd for the Jnd~sive civi/irlll (!VcKllntlon 1l()\\I h{ld to 
'F't throuqh till' Soviet hnes 011 ils own. The hrpakoul lV," ,et 
tor 14 M,W 194:', five days dfter the bulk of the (;"rl11<1n Armed 
('urces hild surrendered I The division W"s spill inlo tlm'" Illillll 
9 rou ps, each of which WdS to try and qet out of th" SOl'",t h"id 
territory in il different direction. 

The 1st (,roup led hy HailS .Jodchirn Lilldow, cl IO/lq tllll,' 
officerillstnlctor at SS Artillery School 11, was to head fllT Ih ... 
direclion of Low"r Bdvaria, The 2nd (jrollP under OSllIh"t 
(idttinqer was to rnake its way to the Wdld Kot?len·Clrillll ill .. " 
in Bdvilriil alld the 3rd (iroup led by (iuenter Wollersdorf <Vils 
to sleer tor western Austrid. 

Evell at Ihis late date the Soviet held !irws were f!ll,'d wilh 
yaps and openin~ls thilt still offered dvenues of f'SCdpe to r,~II ... ,'1 

Flamethrowers from SS.Englneer 
"Bohemla-Moravia" Division. 

Bn. ., H radlschko," 
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Grave marker 01 two members 01 SS-Rg\. "Moravla" killed In 
the early morning 01 16 April 1945 at Hill 408 near Riad, Lower 
Austria. Ustul. Carstensen was a company commander. 

1\,;111,. (,WII!' I~ql '"KIIIH1Jl"ki" (,\1 ;J;,t('l"tiort) 
flilttl",(jroup '"Sd1UIb''' (dt MI"lellldch) 
I.llqin('"r Bll, (1«;1 "Trdbillldt") 
Bkycl" f{l'C()nT\ilISSilnce [),'lilt\rm(,llt (KCr. "Boh"rniil' 

f\1ofdc'kl" [ill f'r"quej) 
SI<jllills [)"tacillll"nt (K(;r "BO\r"fllld Mor,IVia" [In f'rdguej) 
Artdl"r,! l)dadlllwllt "Tr,\bandt" (at List"rsdorf) 
Artillery K('~Jllll"lltdl Bdttl",Group "l:\o\1"fIlid Moravia" 

(l'rdque) 
StH'II!lth: H,()()O to 1O.O()() Illen all rankc" 
HII' cOIlHl1dnder of the 2nd Heintorced Crena.!ler E!,Jt was SS, 

Stdl)(liHll'ntth.irrer Wolf!Jdnq JOICrcirC'1 ({()nll"rlv (:0 of SS Hgt. 
ilH "(;"lll'r,,1 Seyffdlljt"/'"Ne(k~fldnd" llri!l"de) TI\lS Unit was 
fOTl1wd !roln pOftlons of the SS ,jllnk"r"cllllll~ "f'raq" and tIre 
SS Int'1ntry l\epldn'lIwnt H!lt, "!>ra!(' dnd fICllldll1l'd in tf", 
viCinity ot l'ril~JUl' throuqhout April 194:', 

nil! diVISional bicyclIC recc" detachrn"nt, known as th" SS 
1\.\dt,ll" Ableilunq "I<'oelller," was forllled at the SS Artillery 
Sl huul II \1\ Belles. hall ulHkr a tactical instructor. SS-Haupt, 
slulIllfu('hrcr l<'uellH'r It contained four squadrons of rouqirly 
nll1\jl"\(V sl/.' ,"," h, On 3D April it was 'i('nl 10 I'rd<jue with its 

t, 

Brlgfhr. Karl Gral von Pueckler-Burghllus W-SS C-In-C Prague. 
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SS-Frelwllligen Dlv. Kampfgruppe 
BOHMEN-MAHREN (Bohemla-Moravla) 

Emblem: The coat-of-arms of Bohemia and Moravla. This Divi
sion was lormed In the last weeks of the war Irom the SS KGr. 
"Bohmen-Mahren" which had contained smaller battle groups 
formed from various W-SS training schools and replacement 
units In the Protectorate. The new Division was never numbered 
but contained three infantry and one artillery regiments and was 
8 full-strength unit. 

supply (olurn\( relllaininq ill the 'lilt.!"" of Kon()jllsh C.,stl,· ,1t 
Belli'''' h,lIl Tit" ,jl'li1chnll'nt md"rlv "ttl' er 'C'il'" S:-' :'t.lIl 

dartellol"'rjullk"r f 1"lmut SII'b"n, , 
Th .. divislon,,1 SI'lIli'lI, .!!!ti1CfHl1ellt s,'!!m., to hilve (Wen tornlt'd 

MOUI"I the siqnals bath'fY of tfw SS Artillerv 'j N H Hql In 
PriiqUl', and, illl)(' under tlw command of Hsltlf (;nn,<,hor rtw 
re'liment,,1 Mtdl"ty qrollp consisted of 2(, hiqirlV nllxl'd hiltlprlf'S 
llll("~r tit" COflUlliilld of SS·Sti'lf Kilrl Schlal1wkher, \Vho was ilh" 
the c:onltTlilndimt of the SS Artillerv School 1I at g"nesch,lll ]ius 
ell'rnent of th" divi'iion also n>rnairwd around l'ra'lul' i\ltd SI.d 
Schlatneldwf was efkctivl'lv the cornrnilllcler of till' "nortlwrn·' 
hillf of ttw "Bohetnia,Moravia" Division 

By late April the Austrian portion of th" divi.,ion, in,luciinq 
th" 1st Grenadier H!JL, was seeinq very heavy dd"n,lVl-' ilctlon 
against the Soviets, first at Zistersdorf tlwn to tire south of the 

Brigfhr. August-Wllhelm Trabandl. 
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lIltj C,()j,\l"I'l (,Pt\ (IVl1IdJl-, lSllt It Wd'-. d rl<,k\1 JJlIJ!)(''-,lll.11l q('ttillq 

ttl!')~)i:illi\\'!!l I h~' 11:-,-,t "H(I!h'lllkl [,,,,1')fd\'id' (!IVi-,H,rld! \'I('tl!~'J1I'-. 

r!ldlld.~~ed tu ~hp tlnouqh but it WaS too Idtt' tor IIldlH} ut the 
ftdl,)w-lIp COlllllll), thilt were beillt_l led by the :'''IlIOf offIcers 
The Hussial" reacted to the br"dklhrnu'lk, by rdpidlv pl(l<1'lill<j 
up tht! holes in thl'ir po~itions dnd it sib!dbll-' pdrt of tile dlV1SH)n 

WilS captured Tlhe's" lllltorlllll<lte soldiel S w,'r" fir:,1 ,,'nl 10 the 
Pldllla POW Canlj1 and Ihell ~Jlddu<llly dispel ",d 10 LH flt""l 
~ld\/e iclbor Ciunps 

The whole story of the "[)ohellli,l-Mori1vi,," IJlv frolll h" 
qirlflllltl 10 end WdS onl' of undvoiddbl" confusion 1I Wd' the 

The Flemish SS volunteer Leon de Wit. 

>\)()(flH,t ilved dlV]<,lllII of till' \"vd!It-.']) :'):, (,lIld d .... fin d'-, 1'-, krl(lv:f). 

V,'cl'" IH'\'f'f ()',<.I<HH'I! ,1\11/ <"\lI" lill. IIII)! II!lI11h()["<, "' Ill' Illl:)'-!')!]I'! If) 
Slllrl \AId';'; ~!.Ipp(),-,,'d to 11ilVt' he~il the COdt-ot·arrTl'-. tor H(ltwrnld 

and Mur,1Vld I" d Illlllllwr of po:,1 war histonC's lhlS llllll h"s 
lWI'll ClH1fus"d wllh th" :llsl C;C; (,r"l1il<lIer iJi" "Bilt"hkil," 
but th~rp WPT,"" no (OIHW( tlnns twtwFPTl tht' two tonn;)tl()ll<'" 

"f)"lwIn!" Morilvi,," WilS ,) 111ll(lll<' d,VISIO" i" Its OWII "'lhl Ih,ll 
mild" lIs ow" ""1'''1Iallt uH1lnhllliOlIS 11) Ill<' 1;,,1 '-fllit ill d"vs of 
the \Ahlr It 1'-' not rlll ttr1d~'r<.,tdtpll){'-'f)t to .... dV that the 111.'''<''' of Jlld"V 

thoU~dIH!l, of jle()pl~) w(~rp (H.'JPd tu dw lHd\/(' t.;,oldll'r .... of tfllS 

d,Vislo" 

ZUR ~RINN~RUN(' AN t><r---.J' 

W'NI~R 1942--·4:; 
VOR f>O("i( R S P; U R<. 

I>~R K<WIMANt><flJI< D(~ "I SI I/'If p.r"·~l\f" 'I 

I(~~/:;~t· /-c~ '-<-.-f'.<:.-<-<.-

~ ~~I<'A~FVHtl;~~ I.J~N"M.lMA.J<>A • .,.. ~. 

Commemorative card Issued to members of 2nd SS Brigade who 
served on the Leningrad Front, Winter 1942-43. 
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THE STRUCTUflE AriD OflGAfJIZATION OF THE 
13. WAFFEN-GEBIRGS-DIVISION-DER-SS "HANDSCHAR" 

(kroatische Nr. 1) 

Titles: [German desiqllationj 
10 /'ebruary 1 '143 to 2 ,July 1'143--

Kroatische SS·Freiwilligen-[)Ivision 
2 July 1'143 to October 1943-

Kroatische SS·Freiwilligen·Gebirg~·[)ivision 
October 1'143 to 15 May 1'144-

13. SS-frelwilligen·b.h. Gebir~Js-Division (Kroatien) 
[Note: "b.h." refers to f)osnia·Herzegovina] 

15 May 1944 to May 1945-
13. Watfen·Gebirgs-Division·der·SS (kroiltische Nr. 1) 

Divisional Structure 
Summer to Wjnter 1943 
Divisional Staff 
Croatlan SS Volunteer Jaeger Rgt. 1 
Regimental Staff 
I Battalion with 1st-6th Companies 
11. Battalion with 7th-12th Companies 
Ill. Battalion 
IV. Battalion 
Croallan SS Volunteer Jaeger Rgl. 2 
Regimental Staff 
I. Battalion with 1st-6th Companies 
11 Battalion with 7th· 12th Companies 
Ill. Battalion 
IV. Battalion 
Croatjan SS Cavalry Detachment" 
Staff and two Squadrons 
Croatlan SS Motorcycle Battalion" 
Stall and three Companies 
Croatian SS Bicycle Battalion" 
Staff and three Companies 
Croatlan SS Armored Detachment" 
Staff and one Company 
Croatian SS Anti-tank Detachment 
Staff and three Companies 

[Field Post Numbers] 
57400 

59054 
571J0 
56013 
59583 
57295 

57374 
56239 
fJ9128 
57872 
56156 

56 798 

56491 

58907 

57983 

58&>1 
Croatliln SS Volunteer Mountain Artillery Regiment 
Staff 59297 

57452 
563K8 
59136 
57822 
SB056 
56975 

I. Detachment 
11. Detachment 
Ill. Detachment 
IV. Detachment 
Croatii1ll SS Fldk Detachment 
Croallan SS Engineer Battalion 
Croatlan SS Signals Detachment 
Staff and three Companies 58 229 

During a divisional realignment the planned but never formed 

"Handschar" sold/ers al rest. 
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"Handschar" soldiers on Ihe march. 

cavalry detachment, motorcycle battalion, bicycle battalion and 
arrnored detachment were scrapped and the intended personnel 
were utilized in the new reconnaissance detachment and af. 
mored recce platoon. The field post numbers remained the same. 
with the new recce units adopting those intended for the above 
delunct elements. A new replacement battalion was added and 
received the FP number of 22 36'7. 

Divisional Structure Spring 1944 
DiVisional staff with band and other elements 
SS Volunteer Mountain Jaeger Rgt. 27 with Staff units and three 

battalions of four companies each 

13th SS Division commander, Brlglhr. Sauberzweig bestows 
decorations. 

.. Handschar" ID sign 

"Handschar" collar patch 
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Inspection by the Grand Mufti. 

Inspection by RF-SS Himmler. 

The Grand Multi 01 Jerusalem reviews an honor guard. 

Religious service of the "Handschar" Division. 
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:-,S \lull"l,,"n MUUI,tdlll ,Lh:!jCr H(J1. /0 with till' ~<1li1;: content as 
Hq! n 

SS Heconrldissance Detachment 13 
Armored Reconnaissance Platoon (SS status not known) 
SS Anti-tank Detachment 13 
SS Engineer Battalion 13 
SS Signals Detachment 13 
SS Volunteer Mountain Artillery Hgt. 13 with staff battery and 

four detachments 
SS Volunteer Flak Detachment 13 
ss Mountain Jaeger Training and Heplacement Battalion 13 

In the course of the year the "Handschar" units were further 
reorganized and streamlined. Eventually the division trimmed 
out about half of its personnel (chiefly Croat Moslems) of which 
there was an excessive amount, to achieve maximum combat 
efficiency. 

Final Divisional Structure 
Divisional Staff 
Waffen-Gebirgs-Jaeger Rgt. der SS 27 
Staff 
I. Battalion with 1st-6th Companies 
11. Battalion with 7th-12th Companies 
III Battalion 
Waffen-Geblrgs-Jaeger Rgt. def SS 28 
Staff 
I. Battalion 
11. Battalion 
Ill. Battalion 
SS Reconnaissance Detachment 13 
SS Anti-tank Detachment 13 
SS Mountain Artillery Hgt. 13 
Staff 
I. Detachment 

[FP Numbers) 
57400 

59054 
57130 
56013 

57347 
48004 
59128 
57872 
58907 
58861 

59297 
5'1452 

IL DC!dChrnent 
Ill. U<'!,)cllTn<mt ~)!i 136 
IV. Detachment 57822 
SS Flak Company 13 37265 
SS Engineer Battalion 13 56975 
SS Signals Detachment 13 58 229 
SS Mountain Jaeger Training and Heplacement Battalion 13 

Divisional Supply OffIce 13 
SS Administrative Battalion 13 
SS Medical Battalion 13 

22367 

Some of the above elements may have been reduced or 
eliminated during the final months of the war. 

Divisional Strengths [where recorded] 
31 December 1943 
360 officers / 1,931 NCOs / 18,774 men 
30 June 1944 
391 officers / 2,244 NCOs /16,501 men 
20 September 1944 
346 officers / 1,950 NCOs / 15,811 men 
October 1944 to May 1945 
Approximately 10,000 men all ranks 

Divisional Commanders 

Total 

21,065 

19,136 

18,520 

At the beginning of formation in 1943 to the middle of 1943: 
Standartenfuehrer von Obwurzer 

Mid-I943 to mid-l944: Brigadefuehrer Sauberzweig 
Mld-l944 to May 1945; Obllrfuehrllr [then (on 30 January (945) 

Brlgadifu~hrerJ Dislderlus Hllmpel 

Protecting a train transported "cook wagon" with a light 
machine gun (MG 42). 
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T 13 
13. Waffen-Gebirgs Division der SS "Handschar" (Croatia Nr. 1) 

SS-Corps Flak Detachment 509 
IX. SS Mountain Corps 

ss rlak Detachment 13 was assembled durin~1 the time period 
from July to September 1':143, using nucleus personnel from the 
ss Flak Replacement Detachment at Arolsen. The formation 
process began around Mende in France and later switched to the 
SS training grounds at Neuhammer, near Sa']an in Silesia. The 
officer and NCO corps COllsisted chiefly of Heich (;ernhlns ()nd 
ethnic Germans from Yugoslavia and Romania. A few of the 
latter group had been ofiicers/NCOs in the old Austro
Hungarian Imperial Army. 

Tb" majority of the men for the unit were Moslem voluntePfs 
ftflm llO"llrl Th" first det,lchrnent CO was Wiltf"lJ ()stut",! Bis 
cevic, who was also a Moslem and d former Imperial Army 
officer. The unit also had its own religious leader or Imam at
tached to it. After achieving a satisfactory level of arming and 
equipping the detachment was sellt back to Croatia in October 
1943 and attached to the XXXIV. Army Corps. Why it was not 
sent to the V. SS Mountain Corps, which was in the same area 
and to which the "Handschar" Div. was attached, remains a 
mystery. The Moslem SS Flak troops first saw action in the com
bat area assigned to the 7th SS Mountain Div. "Prillz Eugen" 
which at the time was near Caplnia on the Neretwa Hiver to the 
south of Mostar. In the weeks that followed the detachment 
was used against both ground and air targets near Tzla and 
while guarding a bridge i:lt BjelJina on the Save Hiver. 

On 1 March 1944, I-istuf. Daumer arrived from Arolsen to 
take charge of the unit. He replaced Waf.-Ostubaf. Biscevic 
who was sent to the divisional staff (and/or "kicked upstairs"!). 
The new commander sought to increase the efficiency of the 
d,dachment by replacing each departing or transferred officer 
and NCO with a German from the Reich. With the establishment 
of the new IX. SS Mountain Corps (supposedly for the two 
Croatian SS divisions-13th "Handschar" and 23rd "Kama"). 
SS Flak Detachment 13 was assigned to it and converted into the 
SS Corps flak Del. 509. The only exception here was the 2 cm 
light Flak battery from the unit which was sent to the SS Anti
tallk Del. 13 of the "Handschar" Division. 

In practice the Flak detachment never left the "Handschar" 
Div., and kept fighting alongside of it and the "P.E." Div. and 
Sturlllbrigade "von Hudow" in Yugoslavia. Later in the year it 

2 cm Flak, "Handschar" Dlv., with befezzed Moslem gunners. 
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Waflen-Ostubaf. Husseln Blscevlc, first CO of SS Flak Det. 131 
"Handschar. " 

joined in the withdrawal fightin~l to Vinkovd and battl"d enemy 
bridgeheads at Vokuwar and Opatovic on tl", DiHlube while 
serving the SS·Police Hattleyroup "Uoernet." Even though it 
was used largely for ground support the unit had mana(cl"d to 
bring down ten planes by this lime. 

Instead of accompanying the staff of IX. SS Mountain Corps 
to Budapest, SS Corps Flak Det. 509 stayed on with the "Hand· 
sehar" Div. and in February 1945 was situated near Lake Bala
ton in Hungary. It became heavily engaged in ground and air 
actions around Kaposvar and Nagykaniza and some of the bat· 
teries were positioned primarily for anti -tank defense. The d" 
tachment was reinforced in this area by a Hungarian 5 cm Flak 
battery which especially distinguished itself in the ground 
fighting. 

At the end of February 1945 the detachment had a rear area 
collection station in Caktonya-Kackovec, while the staff was 
situated in Osurgo and 2nd Battery was Gyekenes. By mld
March the whole unit had fallen back on Naqykaniza where an 
important railroad station and junction was drawin~~ the attention 
of enemy flyers. No planes were shot down but no losses were 
taken either and the rail supply lines remained open. 

Shortly before Easter 1945 the detachment, alonq with the 
"Handschar" Div., began to retreat towards the Heich border 

2 cm light Flak (3rd Battery) officers, "Handschar" Division. 
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2 cm Flak from "Handschar." 

1st Battery "88" Flak, Division "Handschar." 

Heavy Flak range finders, 13.55 Div. "Handschar." 

defensive positions near the Austrian frontier. The unit's 3.7 cm 
batt«ry reached the readiness positions to the eilst of Marburg 
without incid«nt but it was a different story for the H.H cm 
battery. This was viciously and savagely attacked during the 
retreat and the commander, Ostuf. Bernardy was killed with his 
adjutant (chief battery officer) Ustuf. Loeber being mortally 
wounded. O~tuf. Hasenauer took charge and miraculously 
m,waged to get the rest of the battery back down the route of 
withdrawal without any further losses. Both of the above men· 
tioned batteries soon occupied Heich border positions around 
Pettar·Friedau to the east of Marburg on the Drau (Drava). This 
area remained relatively calm until the last days of the war and 
no air attacks were reported. 

On 5 May 1945, S5 Flak Del. 13/509 marched into British 
captivity at SI. Veil. Only the discipline and determination of 
the men saved them from falling into the hands of Tito's 
butchers and certain death. After the capitulation the "Hand· 
sehar" flak troops were first held in Mahrenberg and then 
later dispersed to POW camps in Italy. 
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Command Structure for SS Flak Detachment 13/509 

Commander: Waffen·Ostubaf. Biscevic 
Commander: Hstuf. Daumer (as of 1 March 1944) 
Adjutant: Ostuf. Kaase 
Transport Officer: Ostuf. Hanke 
Supply Officer: Ostuf. Wolf{ 
1st Battery (8.8 cm Flak): Hstuf. Jentseh 
1st Battery (8.8 cm Flak): Ostuf. Bernardv (KIA) 
1st Battery (8.8 cm Flak): Ostuf. Hasena~er 
Chief Battery Officer: Ustuf. Loeber (KIA) 
2nd Battery (3.7 cm Flak): Ostuf. Schmee 
3rd Battery (2 cm Flak) [later 3./55 Anti-tank Del. 13: Ostuf. 

Holz 
2 cm Flak Platoon: Ostuf. May (KIA) 
Ught Flak Platoon [reinforcement for 1st Battery I: Hscha. 

Huebner 
Staff Sergeant: Hscha. Kuer 
Staff Sergeant: Ustuf. Henning (?) 
Unit Field Post Number: 58056 

The "Handschar" Div. also maintained Cl divisional Flak corn· 
pany after the transfer of the detachment to IX. SS Corps. Its 
Field Post number was 37 265. 
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THE"" S·· " t:'~ ·![tK' D~ h\) ~ lH 
22ND SS VOLUNTEER CAVALRY DIVISION "MARIA THERESIA" 
Th" 1:lak (,m def"n~e) [)"tilchnwnt of th" 22nd SS Cav. DlV 
'·1'-LHicl Ther"'ld" wa~ formed in ,June' illld .Julv 1')1\4 around 
I'atka dllll Sluldw"b,,'nberq ill Hunqary. The llUCIeUS cddres 
CcllTl~ from exp<'riellc('d (iermall tlOOpS servillU with the SS Flak 
TI cll 11 11 "l dnd Hl'placelllent [I'lt. III Munich dnd the SS Flak 
1),'1,)( hllH<Ilt H/Hth SS C"V.[)IV. ''!-lori''ll (j(,y<"r.'. However, 
over H!)')/~) of the per~()nJ)l'1 Wl're Europt-'an volullte,.'rs; chil!flv 
"thlli, (;"rrn,lns from soutlwilsterll Fluope alollq with cOlllil;
ql'llh of I iUllqdliilllS dlld Ukrillllidns.llll' tolal sll<'llqlh of the 
unit stood at nlll" ofh'Trs and ~)2H NCOs cllld 1ll"IL Th" detach
IIWllt cOllllnalHII'r WdS Ilstuf. Ilarry Weckmann, who had for-
11I"J!'j led 2nd Battery/ SS Fldk l)et.H/Div. 'TC" n. -; ClIl med
illIlI Flak) fie was the H~cipient of the Silver Close Combat 
('1,,,1'. which had h""n el\Vdlded in ,July 1943. 

III Sept<'II,b"r 11)44, SS I-Iak Det 22 toqether with other parts 
of the" MT" [)iv. was ru~lH'd into dclion on the Hmnanidn hor
der Althouqh Ilot yl'! fully trdlned. portiolls of all tour of the 
lllllt'S batt.'rll's took part III heavy def"nslve flljhtill;l ilqi~inst 
tl", ildv,lncIlIq Soviet torces. Inexperience may hdve ilccounted 
for 50111<' of the detd( hllwnt's stiff losses durilllJ thiS time. III the 
coulse of the month SS I'lak [)d.LL lost 15 ll11'n killed, 21 
wounded and four missill<.). It also had an "HH" Flak gun and 
iltt'Khed tractor truck destroyed along with d 2 cm single barrel 
l'l"k qUIl. t\Vo trucks cllld tW() motorcycIocs. On the plus sidoc the 
d"t,I( hllll'llt kllocked out tW() enemy tanks alld 1:) trucks and 
velllcles. Th" Ulllt performed well en()U~lh under fire to secure 
the dWilrd of the (;"rllldll Cross ill (,uld for Its CO, Ilstuf. Week
rlldlHI 

DUIII"1 the first part of the lldttle for Buddpest, SS f'ldk De!. 
Lt Wd' d,'ployed In the eastern part of the CIty (pest), WIth 3rd 
f),ltt"l y (11'1hl F1ilk) defending the eastern railroad station for 
12 clavs With Its two 2 crn Flak guns. These were used almost 
exclu."velv dljdillst "IH.'llly infantry dttacks but <'ven then the 
p"c.itll>IlS ciMIl<jl'd hclnds several times durin'l till" period. Our
IIHI this IIqhtill<j the detdchment dd)utdnt, Ostuf. Cjuendisch was 
kdl"d On 4 ,January 194~), olle of 3rd Battery'~ !jUIlS had to be 
d('stHlYl'd dill' to I,)(k of allHllunitlon and the crew converted into 
infcllltrv. Un b ,January all members of the detdchrnent crossed 
DVl'r til" I ),lI1llh .. to new positions in Buda to the we~t. It was 
noted bv d nWlnher of the Flak detachment thdt l\edlly all the 
dlVIOHlIl', ratHlI1S IIOW stl'nllned froll1 tl1<' l() horses thelt <'dch of 
ttIP "Mdriil Thel<'sld ,. He~.lirn"nts slau~lhtered dilily. 

By II\(' l'venin!j of the Budapl'st breakout attempt on 11 Feb
r11i11V 11)45, S,c, Flak Det.22 had tdken the following losses 
(kdll'd or wounded) durinq the d'>{l'llse of the city' two officers, 
Sl'v.'1l NCUs dnd 11)4 rn"n out of some 500 troops deployed. In 
t(,IIlIS of equlplTlent, 1H Flak quns ,1Ild 38 trucks l",lon~llllg to the 
dddchlllent had been destroyed either intentionally or by enemy 
fire. DUlln!,l the siege the unit had accounted for two enemy 
fiqhter plan", shot down, seven tanks destroyed alld three field 
pieces <11\<1 53 trucks and vehicles knockeu out. 

At 2100 hrs. on the ni~lht of 11 February, the detachlllent' s 
survivors assembled for their breakout effort at a subway tun
nel entrance that led to Castle Hill in Buda and was located not 
far from the Uizabeth Bridge. Thirty minutes later the men 
JUlllped off Into the attack in an effort to cut their way through 
the first of three fortified enemy lines that lay in the hills on 
Mar~jar"ten Island. The Hussians were reddy and waiting, and 
like every other unit tryin9 to 9e\ out of the city, SS Flak De!.22 
was quickly cut to pieces. After severe losses had been taken, the 
survivors reassembled in small, isolated groups, many of which 
fouqht Iheir WdY throu!jh the first communist positions. But 
th .. t's about as fill" as they got. Efforts to crack the secondary 
!ill" ~lelH'rdlly collapsed alld by the morning of 13 r:ebruary 
nearly all of the members of the dddchlllent who were still 
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alive in the BuddlH'st suburbs went into SOVl<'t captivitv '1 he' 
only officer ohserved dlYlolHjlhem was Ostuf SJllykr. CO of tll<' 
Stclt! liiltterv IIstuf W"ckn1<1nn WdS Iist.,d as kdl"d'l!h1Cllon 

On 14 [·"fm'MV I IN:" one officer (OStllt Klallss) ilnd four 
NCOs from the SS C"v.[Jiv. f-Iak I)"tachments H <md:.'2 ri'jlOrted 
into th" l!'s,'rvl' hospitill at th" "Archduke ,Johilnn" Hotel in 
Semnll'rinq. They were ifif' only on('s from th'.',r units to Illilk" It 
hack to the lIlilin (;"rlllan I 1111'S. From SS Flak I)et 2i'i"MT" 
only onl' n")lI. Us< hd. (;ronMth, escaped from Budapest Fw'ry 
one els" ill th,' Ulllt held either been killed or captured. It t1<lS 
heen s,lId thilt no Flak detachment in th" Waffen·SS was so 
compl"telyobliterated 

A short tllll(' 1,1!{'r the H'lIl1ldll!S of tlw ss rldk I kti\( 11111\'111> H 
and :.'2 w"n' as'>i'llH'd on p')lwr to form the new SS I-I,ll, l)l'I 
:~2/:l2nd SS (;n'nildier [)iv ":lO ,Ianllar," With forlllation to cPln 
n1l'flce illlllwdi,ltely ill the Beneschilu tr"inillq qrounds III 
BohellliaMoravia Th" detdchment's CO was Ustuf f<lclu'S 
from the Sth SS Cilv.Div. ilnd the entire Initial stll'nqth of hiS 
command cOllsisted only of the fom SS Cav. f--lilk NC()s who had 
90tten out of Bud~pest with him I Needless to say the unit WilS 
never fully formed. 

Order of Battle 
SS Flak Oetachrnent 22/22nd SS Cav.Oiv. "MT" 
Commander: Hstuf. Weckmann. KIA 
Adjutant: ()stuf. (iuendisch, KIA 
Ml'dical Offin'r: Ostuf. ])r. AhIlwck (staved behind ill H'lrlill'.'st) 
Administrative Ufficer: Ostuf. Bilyer 
Fire Coordiniltors: Oscha. Konrild. Oscha l'dz 
Chief Hanqe Finder: Oscha. Kuepker 
Staff Serqcant: IlschCl. Seitz 
Staff Battery: Ostuf Sluyt"r. FP Nr. 11) I()H A, five officers,'14!. 

NCUs and 1lH'1l. four 2 CIll sin~lle I-li,k 'luns, two f'I"k M(, 
Ibl!!., Ib vehicles. 

Hostler (horse Clttendilnt): Oscha. Kilulbacil 
1st Bi1tt"ry' ()stuf. Thaidiqsmann, FP Nr. 19 16X B. two offl,.'rs. 

12H NCOs and men; four S.H cm Flak quns. one sinqle L I m 
Flak 'Jun, two Flak MG 151/2, 21 vehicles. 

2nd Battery: Ostuf. Frent""I, FP NI. 19 16H C. one officer. 12(' 
NCOs and men; two 3.'1 cm sinqle Flilk q'lIl~, two 3.1 Clll ("Olll 

bined l'lak 'Juns, one Flak MC; 15112, 12 veilicl"" 
I st Platoon (lJkrainian): Uscha LOPPil 
2nd Platoon (Hunqarian): Ose!.a. Udvarkply 
3rd Platoon (Batschka/Banat ethnic-German) O~cha. fiiedl 

(illso a translator) 
3rd Battery: commander unknown, FP NI. 19 [(,H [). on" officer. 

132 NCOs and men; six 2 cm single Flilk gllns, two l'lak M(j 
151/L, 10 vehciles, 

One Light Flak Column: details unknown. [ J 
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\IV AF t l 1\1- ~~ 

PERSONALITY PROFI LE 

SS-Hallptstur mflll'hrer 
HENRIFENET 

flC'/lI"i ,JosC'pl, ['enC't was born on 11 July 1919 in Cey.wrat, 
Ikpdrtrnenl of Ain. France. The outbredk of World Wdf II found 
I enl'! <,(udyinq hlnature at tht' Sorbonne University in I\uis and 
he Illllllediiltelv deCided to enlist in the French A~my. By May 
I'HO Iw held an otflcer's commission (Lieutenant) and he parti
cIl'dted in many battles durinq the "shootin,j" Wdf agalllst the 
(;ernlillls. in the course of which ht' was twice wounded and 
dl!cor<lkd with the Croix de Guerre for bravery. 

Atter belnq released from a POW camp on L9 November 1942, 
h!net returned humt' to join the "Milice Francais" led bv 
,Jos('ph I idfnand. The "Milice" was a militia force lecnlited t~ 
belttle the COlTIllHlIllst undt'rqround terrorist threilt in Vichy. 
hilllce. In Uc tober 1943. Fenet volunteer<?d for the Waffen·SS 
and was promptly sent to the SS-Junkerschule "Toe!/" for an 
"hhrevldkd trdlnlnq course (January-March 1944). On 20 
MMch. lenet received the rank of Oberstunnfuehrer in the 
W"lknSS which was eqUlvalent to his old Frt'nch Annv rank of 
1st Lieutenant. He was dlso named to cornllldnd the 3rd Com-

The French SS Knight's Cross holder, Hstuf. Hem! Fanet 
(third from right). 
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rMny of tl1<' Hth SS Storm llri(FHje "h,mkrt'ich " In 1,1t,· ,flllv 
1944. Fenet's cornpillly "Ionq with l.Bn./"f"r"nkreICh" WilS 

spnt to the LasIPrn Front in Polilnd In the ('om se of Auqllst It 
WilS he<wily enqilqed in the Carpathii-m MOlllltalTls and 'in tIll' 
Vi"t<da Hlver hdSllI TI1<' Ir('nch volunt",'rs fO(lqilt "IOrH!",I,· 
the soldiers of till' IHth SS Div. "Horst We,s"I" ,)IHI PlO"".! their 
n",ttle in several fi"re(' enqaqenll'nh which c,1I",·d d<''',lstatlllq 
casualt ips II,'nri I-en<'l was honnr"d for his 1<,,,,j.·,,I111' <'''nrh 
at this till'" hv tll<' bestowal of the Iron Cross. 2nd CI,I" on 22 
Auqust 1944" 'rllf' actuill "Frilnkrl'ich" BrI<jade los,,'s dUlIllq 
the Polish fiqhlinq were as follows: out of II otii("l.>rs. "1 \WH' 

killed ?lnt! H were wounded; Ollt of about 1,000 men twm the ri' 

inforced hat talion (which hod been duhbed SS Hn S" honk
rt'ich ").90 were klllt'd, 660 were wounded and 4() wert' ITllSSllHl 

In St'pternher 1944, Fenet and his companv wert' s"nt to th., 
SS Troop Traininq (;rounds in Konit~. West !'russia wher" they 
were to join thOllS,lIlds of other French rt'CI"uits in th .. forma
tion of the :Brd SS Volunteer Grenadier DiviSion "ChMle· 
ma~lne.·' Afkr a short time th .. French voluntt'ers w<-'re spnl to 
the SS Traininq Crounds at Wildflecken rH'ar Fulda wher,' full 
division,,1 fortniltion got underway. The personnel (',)IIH' trom the 
followinq SOlHC"S: 

I,LOO from the Frcllch Volunteer Le,jion (LVI') thilt sf'l\'ed 
with the C .. rman Army. 

1. lOO from the Hth SS Storm Briqade "l'rankn'lCh .. 
I.HOO from th" "Milke" that had fled Frilnce 
I. ;.'(10 li mll the French contin,wnt in the (jPl"mi-\I1 Navv 
L.:IOO from the NS Transport Corps. OrqiHli/iltlon "Tndt" 

(military construction service) and new civilian volunteers 
Total 7.b()() nwn 
Ostuf. h'ne! was immediatelv dssiqned to comlllill'.! I Iln . SS 

Hqt :',7/' ·ChcHlt'll1i1qne.·· whid; was l)ased on ,urVIV'H'; frolll the 
bri~Jild(' 

PVU-... 1'yrtlM." 
~a.A.C ("LII"'A it d '- I ~ J; ...,.. 

VGU"'~4J. 

-fIe.u..U~~ 

Hstut. Fenet's autograph for SR. 

In February/March 1945. the "Charlemagne" Div. was 
heavily engaged in Pomerania. Fenet's battalion was constilntly 
in the frontlines and it gave an excellent account of itself In 
early March the French SS division was surroundt'd bv the 
Soviets and splintered into fragments. Ostuf. Fenet man?lcjecl to 
lead his batt?llion back to the main German lines in!M-t, for 
which feat he was promoted to Hauptsturmfuehrt'r and awarded 
the Iron Cross, 1st Class. But 4,000 of his French cOll1r"des 
would not he so lucky-they lost their lives in the "h ... 11 of 
Pomerania_ " 

On 24 April 194.5, [Istut. Fenet led a volunteer assault hat
talion frorn the "Charlema~Jne" Hg!. that had been recon
structed from the shattered diviSion, into Berlin whert' it was 
attached to the 11th SS Panzergrenadier Div. "Nordland." 
During the hattle for the German capital the French volunteers 
put up a truly heroic resistance in Neukoelfl, on the La Belle-
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1\111,llil'" 1'1.111 ,111.1 HI the Wdht'illl dlld lllt',ilIC/lstl."c·,"'11. -11t,'1,I 
t,lil.dd (1) tn dH' Lht ft'l1!1i1 ut (llnrnull1tl(ln 1111 tiw I;\'- t i.L~v (?} lhv 

battie, d"st[()yin~.1 62 Hussian tanks in the proc"s~,. Many tunes 
they Iwre ellqaqed in vicious hand-to-hand cOlllbdt. At the end 
of f\pnl, four members of "Charlemaqne" were awarded the 
Km,)ht's Cross by Briqfhr. Dc KrllkenberB, the "Nordland" 
cOlllnlander. They were: 

H"tuf I !enri Fend 
f btu! Wilhelrn Weber «.iennan) 
Oscha. Apollot, KIA 
LJscha. ElIqen Vaulot, KIA 
The lattl'r two men were killed in tllP fi'lhtinq ,,,,cl neVl'r had 

then dO!curations confirmed_ On 2 May 11)45, most of tll(' sur
ViVIIH) [-r<'nchmen (about three dozen out of an oriqinal totdl of 
:lhO). went into Sovid captivity near the Air Mmistry buildinB. 
Hstuf. f-enl!! had been badly wounded in the last days of the 
battle and he was tirst sent to a hospital before bejn'l impri
soned In Soviet and French POW /Iabor camps iHld prisons. After 
d lon'l period of confinemellt in his homeland, Fenet was finally 
",I,'a".,d H" still [<'lIlains true to the principals Ihal quided him 
III the Wilffen-SS dnd ill rec~nt years hrls been a. coura~lPOlJS dnd 
Mticul,lte spokl'sJT1dn for the thous,lIl<ls o! Luropedn volunteers 
th"t SI'rved alon~l With him and he has appeared in several 
dOL umenlill y films I'Ind lelevision pro~Jrdllls. 

ss-Bri!FHleftll'hr.'r 
0110 KUMM 

Otto KIIIllm WilS born on 1 October 19()9 ill II;lInhur,J, son of 
a salesman Ht' attended secondary school until 1 April 1916 in 
Ildlnbmq -lli1ll1l11, continuin'l on in an upper school until 31 
Mnrch 11)2fJ. horn 1 April 19L5 until 31 March 1929 he trained as 
il typesetter alld worked in this profession until 1 ,June 19:)4 when 
he entered the SS-Verfuegungstruppe_ 

On 1 ,July 1934, Kumm heqan his recruit trainin,l with L/SS
Standarte "()ennania." In very short order he beGlII'" a platoon 
leaei\![ with :t/"l;errnania," and on 1 February 1'n5 hf~ was 
named to command 4th Madll!w Gun Co./"Germanid" To 
facilitate this tasl\. Kumlll went to a company commander's 
train Ill') cours!" held at the Army infantry school in [)oberitz in 
,July! AU'lllst 1935. In February/March 1936, KUIllIl1 attended a 
trililllllq,ldss dt the military trdnsport school ill I-orst/L'llsitz. 
lie w,,, prollloted tn Hcluptsturlllfuehrer in Septelllh,'r 1936_ 
horn Ilecember 1936 ulltil Mdrch 11):)1) lIe served as the lOIn
nldnd,'r o! 2. /" [)eutschland. " 

In Mdlch II):)X, HstuL I\UlllIl1 WdS placed in dl<llqe of 10th 
Co /' 'I )('r hwhrer" H'lt. stcltiOlwd ill Kldn,Jenfurt, Austria, 
l"ter tdklnlj over 12th CumpdllY. Upon completin'l a battalion 
COIlllll,lIHler's trdillin,! course dl tll(' Cjrafenwoehr traininlj camp 
ill j),wdTia, KUIllIll was iIllnwdldtely plac"d ill ChdI(lL' of 111./ 
"1 )1"" vJlth the rank of Stunnl"1nllh",hrer, effective 13 May 
1'140 Ill' led this batidlion with ~JIedt success in the second 
ph;h,' ot the I-rench Call1p''I~!n, wlllnillq bolh cldsses of till' 
Iron ('ro"s in the process. 

Stub"f. KUlIllYl renldined in comllldlld of I[L/"I)f-''' durillq the 
0IWlllllq staq!"s of the war wllh Eussia in 1941. Then on 12 ,July 
]941 he took over the entire "Der I'uehrer" Heqiment from 
llberlhr C;e()r~l Keppler. In all of the bilttles of the "[)as Heieh" 
D,v"ion fur the remainder of the year till' reHiIllellt performed 
brilliantly and Stubaf. KUIllI1l was decordted with tile C;"rllldn 
Cross in Cjold. 

Thl'n III ,January 1942 callle th" Bwatest testinq that the" DF" 
He'llllllo'nt IVould ever receive. The Soviets had launched a winter 
counlero/fellSlve With fresh troops recalled from Siberia that 
(allied theIII throuqh the Valdai lIilb alld Hzhez. This clttack ill 
lOn}lHlction with another offensive around Vjilsll1a(ischatzk 
hild lett the German 9th Army lar~jely cut off and encircled, An 
Ifllportant eleIlll'nt III the German ddense was thl! "Das Heieh" 
~S I iivisioll which had allllost burnt itself out in an extreme ef
fort to tilk" Moscow during the preceedin'l autumn. In horrible 
wl'alher IVlth temperatures droppin'l to -40 C, Obersturrnbann
fllehrer KlIlllm's "[Jer hwhler" I\'j\. W,lS spnt on a 12() km 
Illilrch to pltl~l up a hole in the northern pmtion of 'hh Army's 
lilies -
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[11 sI".'!'!"i d,lIJ" ,,1 very dliflt Itlt II'llltlll<! IlI'.H It'h,'\. 'Il", 
f tw~n\'I" \t'ltil ill<' !H'lp fif dc,,)(lft.·(1 nt/II"I 11Tll!', lVd', db!.· tp H'qdlll 

the Tllillll hilttk lilIeS, slicinq off a supply road for Hu"idn troops 
further to the Wl'st in tire process. This made th" reqiment d 
prime tar!!,,1 for Hed cOllnterattack,>, which were nol lorHl in 
cnminql 

[:our Soviet rifll' divisions and two tank briqades IV"'" flllllq lip 
aqainst the rl'qirn"ntal positions in ceaseless day ,\lId niqht i'lt 
tacks. With the t,'rnperdlures droppinq as low dS .. ·b4 ·c, the 
struqqil! of tl", "Ill''' He'linwnt soon became a silqa of hl'TOIl 
dilll!"nsiolls. Tlw SS rnen were ordered to hold onto Ihelr 1'0."
tions ilt dll costs, and thi'> they did without hesitation EVe,v,"H' 
was thrown Into the bilttle from the CO. down to thl.' compClnv 
cl.!rks. A'lilin ilnd aqain there was hilnd-to-hilnd fiqhtill'l In tlw 
foxholl's ?lnt! bunkers, and mOH' thon once tlte .'nemv hroke 
throu!!h tl,,~ first line of defenses to hl''>i,,'!\' till' reqilTwnti,1 com 
rnand post WI",n thdt happened all of the staff memhers, III 

cludinq Osttlbilf. KlJrnm, took up tlwlr cilrbines ,md went 10 \VOIk 
and ('"ch enemy bn'dkthrouqh was seal"d off_ 

But there W('f(~ fopWPf and fewer rnl'fl to nliHl the !) kin iOllq 
feqilnent()l front dn~l ttif' ~itllati()1l bt'CillllP IllcH'dslnqlv pr~} 

carious. Several time,;- the last hope rested wllh Ilw Stuk,,-,, \Vho 
wen! called upon to make oClasional dlvl'-bolllbin'l atlilcks AI 
any rat", "[)er hwhr!"r" h"ld its lines until th" attilckinq fore", 
were totally obliterated, It'avinq thousands of their deNI stacked 
up in front of the SS positions. It hild been an "PlC battle which 
forever solidified the combat reputalion of th" WaffenSS 

The final chapter in this Iwroic episode took pldce ilt till' HQ 
of 9th Army wher" ()stubaf. KUITlm went to report in to (;"n<'ral
oberst Model on IH j'"bruary 1942. 

Model spoke to Kumrn: "I know thert your r<''lllllent has qone 
through a 'lreat deal Kumrn, but I just urn't do without it How 
stronq is it now')" 

Kumm walked over to a window and pointed outside: "lIerr 
(JI'neraloberst there is my re'liment drawn up on parade" 

Model looked out and saw a skimpy line of :~;) SS mC'n standinq 
in the snow, Thirty five men out of umol Nothinq could sp"ak 
more eloquently of the heroism and sacrifice of the SS Hqt 
"Der Fuehrer." In the course of their recent struqqle the m"n of 
the regiment had also knocked out 24 enemy tilnh, mosl at close 
ranqe_ The deeds spoke for themselves and Otto KUlTllll was 
aWMded ttw Kniqht's Cross on 16 February 11)42. 

Durinq the battle to regain KhMkov a year later, KUllltn was 
aflain at the head of his regiment, leadlflB it time and aqilln in 
hard close combat. [n two separate instances, the "DF" Hq\. 
cut off and destroyed far superior Soviet forces, acts which led 
directly to the reconquest of Kharkov, As a result of the owr
whelrninq successes of his command, Otto l\umlll became tll<' 
221st l<'C1pient of Ihe O"ldeavl's to the KlIiqhl's Cross on b 
April 11)1:~. 

In tl,,~ SUITlIller of that saIlW year, Standartenfuehn'r l<ulllm 
was assiqned to the V_ SS Mount"in Corps (7th dnd nth ss 
Mtn. Divisions) in Yuyoslavia and became the Corps' chief-of
staff, In 1941 he became the commander of the 7th SS Mtn 
Dlv. "I'rinz Luqen" with the rank of O['I'rfuehrI'L It was the 
most critical time in the division's history; Tlto's terrorists were 
sWdfminq throu~lh the mountains of ea,tnn Serbia and SovIet 
and BulqariaIl forces were on the way. "Prinz Eu'len" was fully 
cauqht up in the maelstrom and frequently had to battle enemy 
elements OIl all sides, but it never once faltered dnd its soldi!"rs 
performed Illnqnificentll,l_ They continually repulsed the foe ilnd 
kept open the supply and withdrawal route" to 11)(' lower Hill
kans_ Even thollqh w!"akened by non-stop combat. [)IV "PE" 
held on to a bridyehead on the Ibar Eiver for six w<'eks. thus 
enablinq mueh of Army Group Loehr from (;reeC(' to retreilt to 
Ill<' main German lines. 

While servinq as a reilTquard during the pllllback to Cilcak 
and then to the Drina and Sav" Hivers, "Prinz EUH"n" counter
attdeked Inany times to free (Jerrnan Army Ulllts from en<'rny 
entrapnl(~lIts_ As a result of the division's sllp"rlntive achieve
ments, UI to f\urnm became the 13Hth reelpll'llt of th" Swords to 
the Oakleaves of the Kni~lht's Cross Oil 17 March 194:) In the 
nWi1l1tinll' lIe h,,,1 heen prollloted to i)ri'jaddll"hrer "lId ilssiqned 
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j(1 i \·I.:llid\l\II!I~J L,j S~'I j'c1llil..l ( l)ivl~~llJ11 "L~);lJ\II" 011 () f·vlHudry 
1'1·1:, ! fT.: 1\~·Jri dll:-.. "J'l·"!lldlll<.'llt t(\ the i d\;lhd,1i!\l) III IvLl\! l\),t:) 
wh"1I he wellt ITlto ;\merican cdptivity nedf llall"in. i\u,tria. 
Kllrllrn Wil, not r"leaSl'd until 14 Odober 1947. 

Atter the war Utto Kumm worked for several yedfs as a corn· 
melCf,,1 cll tiot belm" b"coming the production nMna~l€r for a 
prllltin'.l and engrilvlTlg firm in UffenburlJ, Bdden. He is the 
author ot the defillltive history of the 'lth SS Mtn. Div. VOH· 
WAFETS PHINI EUC;f.:NI and its companion photo volume. and 
he ,tililelllalns active In Waffen·SS vderalls affairs. 

SS-Unterscharfuehrer 
GISELHER RENTSCIi 

(;,<;elher Henhch was all of 15 years old when he volunteered to 
selv" In the Waff"n·SS and he was accepted only because of the 
intervelltlon of the "Fuehrer and Heichschancellor" who ap· 
proved ot llis youthful Ideailsm and granted his request. His 
recruit trailllrlq time was spent with Il./SS Trainin~1 Hqt. "Prag" 
under the regimental commander, Ostubaf. Oeutsch. 

Atter serving for a time at the front, Henlsch was made an 
Unt",rscharfllehrer on 1 March 1943 at th", age of 16, thus be· 
cominlj the youngest NCO in the entire German Army I He 
st'rved WIth the 6th Co./SS·HgL "Der Fuehrer" of .the "Oas 
Heich" Division during the delensive fighting for Kharkov and 
thf? latl'r Bjelgorod (Kursk) offensive and the battles on the Mius 
River. In the winter of 1943/1944 he was with tll<? commolld of 
Ibtul Lex trom the SS PanLerkampf~lruppe "[)os Heich" that 
fou 1l ht stubborn battles for Schepetovka and Stara Konstalltinov. 
Dunn,] thiS time he suffered hiS frith battle wound that would 
leave him t",nlporarily disabled. He also received several battle· 
field deCl)rations, Inciuclin'l the Iron Cross, 1st ClaSS. 

Because of his wound disability, Hentsch was assigned to the 
SS Main (lftrce in Berlin where he worked on fonlluliltlng re· 
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ctllitlll(1 Siiilld,ltd,; 101 tl", 12th S\ l\lIl/,'r I liv. "Hit!.>l .h";,·,,.!" 
WIth th,' 1{"lcil VOI1'" IV1illh'''r. [)IIrJll'l the ['"ltl,> for Berlll1. 
Hentsch wos reactivdled for duty and served during the fightilHl 
as a batt(llion adjutant. Following his post·war conlinenH'nt. 
(,iselher Hentsch moved to South Africa where hp b"callle a 
farmer. 

SS-Ostuf. 
BANSKEIL 

SS·Ostuf. Ilans Keil was horn on 6 November 19J:) H", was an 
early recruit for th" "Leibstandnrte", joining the reqiml'nt in 
,Jut<?rboq in ,July 19:n. From 1934 on he served with the Hth 
MachirH' Gun CompallY of the "LAH", transferrinq to i1l) H,clll 
heavy mortar plotoon on 1 ,July 19:~9. lIe served for some tlnl<' 
oS a military trairwr. In the course of the war Iw won both 
classes of the Iron Cross and WaS wounded on sever,,1 Cl< ("lsions. 
sometimes seriously. Ilis last commalld was Hth Heavy We,lpons 
Compony/SS'Pilnzerflrenodier Rqt2/lst SS Panzer I llvision 
"LSSAH." Hans K"il died on 9 Jun", 1<J7H after sutteflllCj 
through a 101l~1 illness. 

SS-Unterscharfuehrer 
ALFONS DE BRABANDER 

Alfons de Brilband",r was one of the most decorated Flemish 
Waffen·SS volunteers. Born in 1920, he spent much of his youth 
in Americo before returninq to Flanders (Hel~jium) just prior to 
the outbreak of World War 11. He soon became active in the 
Flemish nationalist movement In 1940 he becanw 011<' of the 
early volunteers for the militant Flemish "Black Briqad!'." a 
patriotic rnilitia organization. He soon came into conflict with 
some of the "Black Brigade" leadership and transferred his 
loyality to the new branch of the Germanic SS in Flanders. 

In August 1940 de Brabander became one of the early Belqian 
volunteers for the WaffenSS. although he was not called up tor 
duty until October 1940. At that time he was sent to the C;er· 
manic recruit traininq school in Sennheim, Alsace. Aft!'r com· 
pletin~.J basic trainin~l he was assigned to the "Westlilnd" Hqt. of 
the new "Wiking" Div. along with many other ['lemish and 
Dutch volunteers. I le Brabander accompanied the "Wiking" 
Oiv. into f\ussia in th" summer of 1Y41 and quickly proved him
self to be an adept and courageous soldier in numerous hard 
battles. Alonu with sOllle other Flemings he transfl'rred into the' 
"Langernarck" "Schnell" (and/or Motorcycle) Kgt. of the 2nd 
SS Div. "Dds [{eich" in 1942. Once again he proved his worth 
on the battldield and won the full respect of his Germall corn 
rades. Alfons cl" Brabander was killed·illactioll near KhMknv 
on 5 February 1943; he was 23 years old. III IH llIonths of (on 
tinuous cornbot action in HU5sia he had been awarded both 
classes of the Iron Cross, the silver Assault Badge and the 
Wound Badge in bronze. An enerqetic, unselfish. {",arlpss lTlan. 
de Brabander typified the hiqh caliber Luropeiln v<llullt""rs that 
served in the ranks of the Walfen SS. 
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~.~ (hi 1,,1. ·,J" .. kn 
IlI\N~ Wi\HN11 / 

SS LI,,-ha .·,iunk"r HallS Wilrnitz was borll Oil :) M,lIeh 1')1'4 in 
l'rdllftnt dlll·tIl1"in In March 194:' he was sent trol1l tlw SS 
,illnkerschui" dt Kliln'lenfurt to Lielo"rose on th" ()d.'r I'ront, 
where I", was posted to th" SS Hl'placl'lYwnt Bdtt,llillll :$'>. which 
eitlh'r WilS pill t oj tile :l:,th SS Polib'l [)iVISIOIl (wl\Jch WdS III the 
~ollH' qenerc"li a:ren) or was the SlIcce'-,sor to tiH' ~~ (;n!llddwT 

IldlflllHl iln<1 H"placement Brl. :-l:> that had lo .. , " I I St"tlOlwd III 
Korllt/ At clllV rdtt~ Wdrnitz sl?rved (i'-) a trdillt'f for new recruits 
illlli repldCl'lllents cotllin'l illto till' iMttdilon. lil' WilS I"st he,tf(1 
!r()m dUllnq thl' WM in "illlv April Jq,!:>. 

\jvltiIIlitl: dppiHelltlv went into SOVll!t !.:clptI\Jlty ulI or (lhollt L? 
Aplll 1'14b In tl", viClnrty oj IL1Ih", wilere till' V ilnd XI SS 
('(nI!~ were trvillq to de~pprtdtelv \Ht!ilk Old of dll ell< irc\(-,Tnent 

lie \t'<\', Idter traced to the Soviet (;"I,,'ls at No'llllsk IWM Mos
,mv ,HId Scllilchtv. w.'rl' h<' worked as il jorcl'd trlllle laborer. 
/\11, ()"tdet Wd, lost with hilll ill December 1')49. 

SS-llilllptsturmluehrer 
BIWNO lilNZ 

llrullO Illrl/. Wd" born on 2:> All<jllst 19U) in l'l'll'rsdorf near 
Nordh,lllSc'n. tire son of !drrner ()tto fllll/.. After cornpletlllq 
"e' IlndiH\! sc\rool ill 19:{O, he was lTillt1ed in (ablll",t flldkill~l alld 
<,ti"wd Oil for s<'vn,,1 years workilHJ with his IIlStrU('\OI lil J'J:)I), 
I ill1/. I,)in.·'d th .. f-{eicll Llbor Servrc<, ill Woln/ilcll. [Ipper Ila 
\',ll)" i)llrilHllns st"y here Iw proved himself to be ,)/} (!x<'I'lll'nt 
dtlrl"t" dnd alunq With fOllr of hb cotnlddes frolll d ]:'-Illilll 
~VOllp. II<' <lI'<"lded tn volullteer for tire SS-V"rfW''l'llHlstIUPP''· 

Oil I October 19:1b Hillz was attaciwd to the ~)S·Stalldarte 
.. iJ"uts, IrI,lIld" in MUllich. I le served with the 10th Company of 
thIS H'ljllllent durillq its OCClllJdtlon operatiolls ill Austlld, the 
Sud .. iellldnd dnd Hohemia-Mordvid. Durinq the W<!stern Cdm
Ihll<jll of 1')4011<) was badly wounded and was d()corat()d witlr the 
Ilun Cr()~s. 2nd Class and promoted to lhlIPrschdrfuI!hrer 
l-ollowlllq hiS l<'CovI!ry, Hinz was posted to the "!)eUlschLmd" 
r"pldl "IIIP"t bdttaliun, in which he served from J)"celllber 1'!40 
tllllJllql> iV1.m:1r 1'141. Frolll 1 April to 30 S"ptelllbl'r J941 he at
knd"d " wnrtlfIH' offIcer's tralllln8 class clt the SS Junker· 
" hul., "I\r dunschweiq " 

Upon qr,,.itldtlun, f !1nL wa, se!nt to tire! SS Hqt. "W.!"tland'· 
of the "Wlkill'l" Divi"on Oil the soutltl'1Il pdrt of the [':astern 
Iront As an "ofilcer d{'slljllllte" durin8 his posf·.Jllllkersdlule 
prubailtl{)llMY period. I"" first s<'rv.'.! as a platoon I\'ader. On 20 
,JdnUM'! 1942 hiS rdllkin8 as an lJntersturrrrflleilrer (2nd Lt.) 
,,,nil' tilfOllqh. Uver tire next several months III hMd comudt, 
Ustuf HIll/, ,,)on proved hilllS<'1t to bl! a Sllp"rior officn He was 
wOUlllkd sl'v<'ral times cllH! d<!C<Hdted with the Iron Cross, 1st 
Class ime! at thl! lW~llllllin~l of M"y 1943 he rec<,ived the pre
st"llOllS C;"rman Cross in Gold 

In ~wptember 1943, Hmz's weakened company from th" 
"W,'stland" H~1t helped cover the wlthdrdwdl of the "Wlkin8" 
I )IVISlon Twar Vdlk!. Wlren tire Soviets attempted to break 
throuqh the (,erman lines with a powerful tank and infantry 
for,'e, HillZ led his command ill a counterattack and en'la8ed the 
foe III desperate close combat. After bein8 d<'alt sev"re losses 
the erwlll\,! withdrew, but there was wry little left of Comp(lllY 
"Hill/," and its commander was down with d life-thredteninq 
lun'l wound. Still the company had sllcc<'ssfully defended till' 
only tank brid'le available to the "Wikin'l" Division and had 
kept tire lilh,s oj retreat open. For this achievement Brllno Hin/. 
would be qiwn tire Kniqht's Cross on L December 194J. In the 
IlWdntilll<'. h" underwent surqery s"vl'rdl times at the hands of 
the ",known<,d sur,jeon, Pro!. Sauerbruch. Hinz then under
went iI cOl1valescencI! ot nearly six months. In the interim rw was 
prolllOt<,d to Ubl!rsturrnfuehrer (ist Lt.) on'! Nowrnber 1943. 

Upon his recovery, Ostu!. llinz was appointed commander of 
2nd Co./SS I'zGr.Hql. 38 of the newly forllled 17th SS Div. 
"( ;vB," on 10 February 1944. Hinz I",xt distin8uished himself 
durinq the battle for Normandy around SI. Lo in July 1944. He 
I"d irIS company in a counterattack that severed the spearhead 
of all ellemy tank assault forel!. [)lI~J-itl ill hedqeho'l positions, 
I hnL ilnd Iris lIlen blocked the advance of tlw fue for two days 
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whlll' ,di· ... ()tlnIHl " h"d\/\/ (Htil!{'fl.,l .... 1H'!i!llq ,lfld ,lI'lld] hllfllhdfll 

~Jli'ld Vil!('ll till' tl:!H' I dl1H' to h,jOI ,dl', ()~,t\lf ! !111l (11\(\ cl fPtl! 

qUilnJ SU(C,'~;',liillv held hack the <em'my will I .. ,,11 of till' \V(l\I!l,Jpd 
were (>VnUl<lted (\ero.:.;,; Illdr<.;hy qrotlrld Hill/'s ()ctIOII,,) h(ld 
blunted a maJor "rWnlV offen~ive ,111(1 r"sult".! in tlw ilward of 
the OakleaVf's to him on 23 Auqu<;t 19114 

AII"r tfw rH'alinq of v<'t Clr1Otl",r WilY wound. 11111/ W,lS post .. d 
as an Instructor to the' ~S ,JS "T()pl,~" in ndditlOTl to r~'Cl'l\!lnq 
a prOlllotion to H'~llphturlllflll.·hr"r (,'pl,lIn) on 'I N<>v"IllI>"1 
l'J<l4. Un;'>(I ,lan'IMV 194:> he was SI>llt hill k 10 the "(;\)I~" I )IVI 
sion where Iw ,<'fVf,d as a battdlion CO lllltilllr" "lId of tlr., Will 

AII·in·illl. I lillz was wounded nin" tlllH'~ durinq tl,,' \I'M. sever,,1 
tifHes <.)f'riOtl~·-1\). Alollq with hi'-l OtlWT d{'COTi1tlolh tH) h,1d !Il)t'll 

ilwarded tllP Wound Badql' III (,old ilnd tllf' Clos" COlll!>"t 
Clasp in ()old Bruno Ilinz died prellliltur"ly III MUlllch nil L'S 
Febrllary ]()1J8 dlle to (OtllpircdtiollS from his (V<lltlllh' iUIl<l 

ilIJlIfY· 

SS- Un terse harfuehrer 
JULES HEEMAN 

,Jul('s f l('ern,m was born in Anderleclrt, BelqlulTl Oil 24 Novemtwr 
1Sl19. A lonq·tlrne Flemish nationalist and patriot he voluntf'ered 
for the Waff"n-SS and ser\/pd with distinction in the 6th ~S Storm 
Bri8iJd<, ''l.anq<'marck,'' survivinq its bloody bilttl<'s Iwar 
Jampol and StillilKonstantinov. For his performMlC<' in combat 
he was clecorati>d with the Iron Cross, 2nd Class. tlw silver 
Wound Bad'll' , the silv<'r Close-Combat Cldsp and the silvf'r 
Tollenaef<' l.oyalitv Hadqe 'liven only to FI"rninqs. 

In Mav 1944 HePtllan was promoted to Uscha. ilnd If} Jlllv rH' 
dccornpiHlif'd l./"Lanqpmillck" on its jOllrtrev to tire NiHvil 
Front lil the COttr~" of violent fiqhtlllq on 2<) ,Jlll,! 1944, ,lilies 
He<'lllan was killed-in·action n .. ar "()rphilf1a~.J"" Ilill H,' "-'ilS 
poslhllnlOuslv recornnwnd"d for the Iron Cm,s, 1st U,)S<, 1\lollq 
With lllilllV of hiS cOfllrddes, Uscha. Ileelll,lIl W,1S hmII'd \vlth 
honor Clt the cem,'lPry of tire 4th SS Briqadp "N.'derl,lIlt!' ,1t 
Jevp, Estonia on tll!' C;lllf of I:ilililnd about I!) km to the west 
of Narva. 

An SS Sp,'ciill Dl'ploynwnt Battalion was said to haVl' heen 
formed at the Berlin·Lichterl<,ld .. r bilrracks in 1942 ilnd WdS 

supposed to have b"en spnt throu~Jh Kiev to Stalll1qrdd 111 tlr<' 
autumn of Ihilt year. It suhsequently was destroyed in th" 
fightin'l for that city. Unfortunately the very existellc<' of tlll'i 
unit Iras Vd to be verified, it would have bel'1l the oniy W -~S 
"Ieltwll! to hilV,' s<'rvpd With hth Army in Stallllqr,~d 
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The body 01 HSlul. Gral being guarded by his dog "Tirras." 

It was L:) September 1942 on the nortfl<'rn most part of the SS 
Mountain Division "Nord's" front in Finland near KaplOlat 
Hill. A quard outpost on this hill occupied by part 01 IVYlatoon 
/ Lnd Company/SS Kecce Detachment "Nord" hdd come under 
Soviet attack and was soon encircled. Communications with the 
company cOIlIi11and post were cut off, and worry be~Jan to set in. 
The reserve platoon was alerted and a combat task force was as· 
sembled for a possible relief effort under the Swiss tlaup!
sturmtuehrer C;rilf. It soon set out for the belea(Juered outpost. 

Un the way to the trapped SS men a rnessen5Jer do'l was inter
ceptl'd In a capsule on his colldr a note was found which ... ,,,d dS 
follows' "We dre besieged by a Hussian company. Two dl'ad, 
four wound"d. Heinforcements needed fast. Ebeling." (Ober
Junker U.l"ling was the leader of the 18 man troop that WilS at the 
outpost.) As the relief platoon closed in on Kaprolil! Hill the 
bOllies of dead Hussians could be seen through the morning fo~.J. 
Then enemy movement was discerned. Hstuf. Graf waved his 
men forward on the attack, but the Hnis were well concealed 
in thl' thick forf'st and made difficult tar~ets. A violent fire
hqht dl'wlopl'd, then the Soviets, led by a Commisar, counter
attack"d shuuting: "Uraah t" 

Ilstuf. Graf reil to the ground firin(] his machine-pistol iind his 
top sergf'ant Wf'nt into position next to him with a machine 'Jun 
After awhile the s!'rql'ant could no lonq!'r hear the chalterinq 
bursts from his CO's Mf'. He looked around and saw him lilvinH 
prone with a bloody hedd wound. Using an improvisl'd stretcher, 
(,raf was carried back to the company command post. The Hus
sian threat hild bl'en thwarted, but it was too late for Hstuf. 
Gral. This fornwr Cilptain on the Swiss General Staff and SOil of 
a Swiss forester hild be,'n killed in his first battlefield action. 

His bodv was lilid out for burial next to the command post and 
thilt's when a problem set in. C;raf's faithful shepard doq 
"Tirras" inl1lledial<'lv took up sentry duty over the body. No on!' 
could come close to it without the dog attacking them It was a 
touching but sad situation with only Oile way out: the poor beast 
had to be shot. A short time later, listuf. Graf and his loyal pet 
were buried side by-side in the lonely Karelian forest. Unly a few 
days before Graf had bel'n overheard talking to his doq. "Tinas, 
when I'm no lonqer around, your name will never more be 
called." Perhaps it was a premonition of both of th"'ir faks' 

"Wlklng" Dlv. commander-Felix Stein er (Ieft)-and Artillery 
Commander-Gllle (right). 
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From 14 April to 7 May 194b, the Krem5 Bridqehead in Aus
tria was (ktt'nded in part by the SS Keqirnent "Moravia" from 
the SS Kill11pfgruppe Division "Bohernia-Moravia," The reqi
mental CO was Stubaf. Siegrnann, The main battle lines at the 
titTle ran ri~Jht throuqh the town of Kufiern, The entire bridge
head frollt ran from Oberwoelbing through Niederwo,dbing and 
included th., towns of Kuffern, Theyern, Nu~sdorf dIlll Wetter
krf'ul by HtJllenburq. 

SS Hq!. "MorilVia" was deployed ill the Oberwoelbing sector 
to the north of TheYl'Il1, The boundaries of L and H. Battalions/ 
"Morilviil" interSl'cted near Kuffern but most of the town lay 
ill I. Bilttdliun's LOll<' of operation, The commander of this bat
tdJi"n "'dS J istuf ,Jaeqer, who iMd former Iy been d tadical ill
'>truL'tor at the SS,,)ullkerschule "f'rag." 

On 7 May 194:; the Hg!. "Mo[dvia" C'ViKIlilted the hririqf' 
head without ent'mv pressure and crossed th,' [),)nub" Hive! ilt 
Krems with all of its equipment and wounded But it is known 
that 97 wounded Waffen-SS men fell into Soviet hands at Kuf· 
fern and were murdered on the spot. There is a stron(j possibility 
that these soldiers were members of the SS held Heplacel1,.,nt 
Batti'llion 2, which was defending the Kuffern sector on IS/16 
April 1945 when the communists temporarily overri'ln tl", town, 
They were thrown out on 16 April by the soldiers of SS Hqt 
"Moravia." As could be expected the Kllffern POW massacre 
somehow escaped the notice of the post war "war crimes" 
investigators I I I 

An Occurance in Hungary with the SS Police Division 

()" L:l October j()44, Stubaf. Etthofer's SS Pallzer Detachment 4 
from the 4th SS Police Division spearheaded a counterattack 
which broke throuqh SOllle Sovid positions near Kenderes, 
HUllqilI \1 So qrl'at WilS the elwmy surprise and pdnic that an 
"lltlr(' ~\Ii'l'hl dump and motor vehicle p,ni< was capt ured intact, 

As the SS f'i'lllzelqrenadiers beWll1 ins[l<'ctillq their spoils 
the\l discov,'red to their surprise a 3,5 tOll Opel Blit.' truck with 
Se, Ikens;' plates ri'lht ill the midst of a ~lrouP of Soviet v<'hides. 
Stdl on the fend('rs were tactkal SiqllS of the "W,·,lIonien" 
BriqiJde or tllP "Wikinq" Divisioll' - tl", exact lIldrkin(js were 
jOl'l"tten by the witnesses. A member of SS l',tllzer UeL 4, 

Pets of the "Relch" Division, 
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Heinrich Wiechmann, immediately H'co~Jni7('d the truck ilS OIl<' 
he had driven while serving with 2nd Co.!SS Panzer Dl't 4 
(when it WelS iln ilssault gun detachment), which had fwen as
siqned to the SS SturmbrigiHle "Wallonien" earlier in the \lPaf 

Dllrinq the attelllptl'd (and largely successful) breakout j rom 
the Cherkass\I Pocket in February 1944, Wi,~chmann had ilban· 
doned his vehicle to proceed on foot. Now when he c1lPcked the 
(llove compartment of the trllck that had been recovered h,' 
found his person,,1 papers wen' still there, undisturlwd, riqht 
where IH' had Id! them ei(litt lTIontits bdorl' , I I 
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Il, Jl~'J'~ v iSI n.-t 

PI f:: T E 1\ 13 1 L: S l'vI I\. N S 
SIornuniln bij '\ VL~alHsch Lp(p' 'Pll 
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(JP})"It'll III \Vcllrwddnr, <It'll ?q AIHII)~;!'I<.j 141'1"11 

fJ!:S[)f'\lv,'ld If] KJiI';IIJi '<11 (1"lIS!.llJ,J) d"II,~ \ ~\1.\.I1 1 I \q \ 

Ih~'1"1l0(liB !llllJllt V\),J! £..'<:11 I,,·-lllv,l.tl I1 I" i'.~·d· 

:>1111,11 \fUOI \,;,)[1 b'j[, (id I:H'lIWI'I'~ / 1I1'1~1"I,J '.'/'>1 il 

:~IJII i>!'I,)OJlll!Q "l,1)() hI! val! (11' h,~t Vt~l,j Vdtl ("pr 
V),Ii'1l1ritJl81l hlO(~Il! (HI 11)111 "'lll d'~z"n (',1.'1"11 7,' 111. 

dw \Vrt,H hl."'HI nil fk.'cht h.l,j hl~~JI (~~)'!I: t'll IIJ;·~I Ild·!~ 
'I h')'·'q.<;r,~ offQr iHi"l"hl Z'11 ) <.)fl\l If>v,-n 1 

- Ill) Ih'llI\IH~rlh) ;~II·h <In W(lI)II!rJ/l 1!1)·)f ,: I1 ,!nn 
P.lII'J q('~;rH\.lk<'1I I1I JP ~1: « 111'1 k,qnlll~l!o!"lll" J<.; '[ 

d)(l~I":!H~fl Il(l~n, ,:in h,-'ill~'llll!( fl')'.'1111111·,1 I' 111\ t 

IIlPI q V.ln dq S:lIl1'.'IIj.-·V!!leJ» 

- IflJ WI;;! ,Id! llli\'~I"t:; hd·III·ll .111'.1"'.\ ) I 
«qo.!d f'1l1,Jo(ld V')'II d,', ,.\ \'0111 \: 1 1 " 

-- Ill; hp,-,!, ~'1J1l l>l,),~d ~""I"V"ll (' I .',d :,p 
ZI'll(tV,\\llti'l [,l"IIf'11 

- i':111l \P(,llp'!!!"'!') ,))1 \.'\.'~ 1'1,·.,,1. 'I I. 

I!h\qP 1(111111 VI'ld.'! I" I,,··· 11'"1111111'11, 

liP!} Iltl'''-lp 
- Do,)! ZIl11 v(1nrh"Pl, I \,,11\ dl"I\"rl, Id 1 )1' I I '11 11 

V,lll :-l\ll)dVd,HdlQh('I,\ .'11 (lP' :j.·1111 I. 

d P llk"11 vo)or (~PI)WIII lTI ,'1'1 " l ,.' '.'.! I'~'! 111 

K,HIH'IOlc\PII, ;1.11"11 (iJo 1l1,1! PII 111 I" "1 " 

lll~h!, 11(!llIluipt. hpt IS (::)<1': \-.11 I1 dJ,j·;I· I., 

JI.l;U- 7l)1l Plq"'T\ WI)OI,iPII \\\',;1 "j i 
all·:s, lot d(> ':l1ldzeqn », 

Hq IlIstO}!) VI p,d\~ 

Onzo Liovo VI ouw Vd!1 VJ<l~n,jj'I"" '~Lj tl"I)I Ill' 

Original obituary notice for a member of Legion "Flandern" 
killed at Krasny-Sor. 

III early l-ebrllary 1445, some members of the SS Administrative 
School at Arolsen were formed into a battlegroup and sent to 
r<!udorce SS (,renadier Hg!. HH ("Hecker") of the 32nd SS Divi
sion "~\O ,Janllar" on the Oder Hiver Front. 

On 25 March 1945, the entire remaininB portion of the SS Ad
ministrative School "Arolsen" was BrDuped into the followinB 
battahoro strenqth battle-~lroups: 

I Bn KC'r. "Dllnqrnann," II.Bn.K(ir. "Thoele," III.Bn.KGr. 
"Brdund~Jle. " 
The~e CId hoc battalions were sellt into action separately 

in the Mdrburqhdnkenburq-Korhach-Brilon ared. It is thought 
that they may hdve ewntually Joined the SS PdnLer Bri~Jade 
"Westtalen," whICh f01l9ht on the Western Front in 1945. The 
dccornpdllyinq photo shows OstuL Heinz Kartin9 from the SS
Kalllpfqruppe ' '[)uIlgmaIHI" who WdS listed as missill~j-in-action 
at h<1lllwnbelll Eder on 29 Match 194;'. ISee next issue:. 1 

SS-I<ilrnpfljrUppe "Spdeth" was formed late in the Wdr from the 
SS (,udrd Htl 1 in Berlin and took part in the defensive fiqhtinq 
for Fortress Kuestnn. its ultimate fdte is unknown. 

WhIle ill action near Wasserburq on 2 May 1945, a battalion 
from the HepldC<'lTWnt Army led by Oberst Herl11allll I-ritz was 
attach",d to the :~th SS Division "Nibelullqen." 

The mdn who formed the 38th SS Division "Nibellln~en," 
Ostllbaf. Richard Schulze-Kossens, took command of a re~iment 
in the 3Kth ::'S Division when Brigfhr. Lammerdll,g assumed 
the diVISional rellls. 

'I h,' SS Helllldtschutz Slowakei (SS Homeland CUdfd Slovakia) 
Wil'> formed Idte in the W<1f and elided up around I'regarten in 
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Austria at the capitul'1tior1. Th" 7th Co. in this unit was known a' 
Kompanie "Tyrnall." So far little information hils turned up 
about this little-known outfit 

10th Cornpany/SS-Pz.(;d\~t.4 "Der Fu('hrer" twice had th" 
tragic distinction of beinq wiped out to the last man I TI.,., first 
time it was fully destroyed in hand-to-hand cornbilt with Sovipt 
soldiers near Hzhev in February 1942 The second occurane<, took 
place in W"st Wdll bunkers on 15/16 September 1944. which 
were assailed by a superior American foret' equipped With fli1[n" 
throwers. Both times the men of the company put up such a 
fierce resistance that the resultinq enemy bredkthrouqhs \wre 
weak and short-lived. As a result of its records of complet", and 
total sacrifice, 10th Company/"!)er Fuehrer" was honored in a 
Wehrrnacht Communique on 18 October 1944, which was 
broadcast throu~hollt (;"rmany. 

The SS Polizei Hgt. 50, led by Major Foerster was said to have 
fOU~lht on th" Pomeranian Front in 1945 in the area around 
SchoeninBen ilnd Hosow. 

The 7th SS Assilult Gun Company of the 6th SS Stormbri~ade 
"Langemarck" held its first postwar reunion on 26 r:.,bruarv 
1983 in (;hent, Beluium. Around 35 surviving veterilns attended 
includinq the last company commander. Gust Heyerick. who 
~lave a brief elllo~JY for the many members of the company who 
fell in battle. 

American Volunteers in the Waffen-SS: As of 1 Milv 1940. eiqht 
Americans of (,erman ilncestry were on duty With the Waff",n 
SS; two were in the SS VI' Division, thre~ were in tll<' SS 
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l()t\lil~,\,!d" l..,tdll'l.LlIten c"lI}(! tlH\}~> \ve'l"V In the ~~)~"f)oli/(>i)' 
I )iU',!Pll ! I\/V utt!>.'! /\!lI1:.'ll("(-U!:-' Ilut ot (H:'llll,!I\ ..1('''>', J'!lt but oi
reldtl,,1 "(;,'rrndnit:" ance"try were servin>l with the SS-"Tot,~n· 
kopf" DivisIon. It is not knowll how many more joined in tlte 
period of time from MdY 1940 to December 1941, uut it is likely 
thdt severallllore did. 

SS Oberschll<'tze Kene Vanhecke was born in Menen, Bel«ium 
n1l 7 April 192L. He served ilS a member of the SS DIscipltnary 
Company "Chlulll" on the Ndfva i-ront, ilnd while performinq 
duty as a messenqer, became lllissin~l in aLlion_ TIle' photo dates 
frofll2UApril194L. 

Sonle' ISO Flemish SS men were said to have served with 
Ostubaf. Skorzeny's SS-,jaydverbaende SOL, il quasi-commando 
unIt. 

In the fdll of 1943 il continqent of L5 men who had been servinq 
with tll<' L"qion "Flandern" and earlier the Hqt "Nordwest," 
were sent to the SS NCO Trainill~l School at Lauenburq in 
POll"!filllia They were assiqned to the 2nd Trainin~l Compilny at 
th" school. Llter they were sent back to the "Lanqemarck" 
Brllj".!" to participdte in Its bilttles on the Ukrdinian I-·ront. 

SS En~lilw .. r Hattalion 27: On tlte Oder Hiver Frollt in April 1 ')45, 
the SS Lnq.Bn .27/' 'Lan«emiHck" Div. cnnsist"d of cl few under
~tr"!l~lth cOIl1Pdnie~. One of them was a liqht bridqe buildill« 
(omjlanv t hat had b""n train,~d at the SS comb"t enqilw"r 
sl"iwol in I'lkowitz It was now converted into a panzerqrenadi"r 
COlllprlny for u'p as il divisl()J1al reserve. The battalion was 90% 
Flpllllsh and 10% (j"rmall in composition, with the Idtter being 
mostly NCOs. The en!dineer company led by Ustuf. Heyp COIl

sl'ted to il larqe extent of Flemish factory workers in Germilny 
who IOlned the Wdffen-SS en masse 011 6 November 1944. 

Companv "Heyp" was dssiqned the defense of a trianqular 
area from Penkun to Kasekan to the Handower bridqe. The main 
enelTlY thredt here was supposed to come from Hussidn infil
trdtors and paratroopers who were supposed to have been 
dropp"d nearby. The company set up a number of defensive 
outposts manned by a few men each, each of which was 
s"parat"d from the next by from 1 to 2 km distance_ It was a very 
flirnS\l arranqement that fortunately was never really put to the 
test ,:rhe compdny was cau!dht up with the rest of "Langemarck" 
in tll<' r"tr"at throu,lh Prenzlau to Schwerin, where it sur
rl'ndered to the British on L May 1945_ 

SS Hstuf. Wilh"lm Hehmann, the commander of the "Lange
lllarck" hattle qroup on the Narva Front and later L/SS-H!dt. 
67 /27th SS [)iv_, was born on El Milrch [91L and died on 7 April 
197:, 

Uf the 420 oriqina, Flembh volunteers in the SS l{~lt. "Nord
'AI"st," who comprisl'd three companies of the reqiment, 160 
'Ale're ev"ntually killed in action and another 36 dIed in captivity 
alter the Wdf Virtually all the re;t w"re wounded, tr]dllY several 
tlflH?S over! 
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A number of Flpmish Hitler Youth sprved with th", 12th SS I'<ln 
ZI?[ Div "Hitl"r ,Ju~.wnd" in Norrnilndy iH1d illt"r""cl"k Ttw 
photo shows a squild of young Flemish vollll1te"r<; on duty \Vith 
th,' ss I'z_(jr.l<qt Lh/"HJ" Division in 1<)44 

SS-Briqad"fuehrer Joachim Ziegler, the commarH!.~r of tl1O' 11 th 
SS Volunteer Panzergrenadier Div_ "Nordlalld" who was 
cashi"red durin« the battle for Berlin, was an expl'riL'llced 
r('~llllar Arnly officer. Prior to the war h" had served ilS a ('ilP

tain in the I'allz"r [{(''liment 5 of the 3rd (Nelllllppin) Palvcr 
Div. and ironically, the Ceneral offic"r who eWlltuillly rell""l-'d 
him of command of "Nordland" as qilrrison cOllllll,lnd,>r of f)"f· 
Iin, (i"n_ Weidling, served with /iPljle'r in tll<' sanl<' diVISion i'" 

COTllTllclnd"r of its ilrtill,~ry reqiment. 
f·ollowin'l the' Westl'rtl Campiliqn of 1940, /i,'ql,'r IlIld"IW"l1t 

traininq as <l 'F'lwral staff officer and was sllhse'lw>ntly iltt,yl",d 
to the lie} Command 01 III (Brandl'nburq) Panzer Cm p" In lill<' 
194L/edrly 1')Ij:\ this Corps \VilS dif['cted bv SS-C;rupppnfudlfl'T 
Felix Stei-Iwr (fortlH'rly of the SS Div "Wikinq· ') dUlIllq th .. 
German witlrdr,lwal frOll! the Caucausus Mountains to Ho<;tov 
Durinq this timp Zil'«ler proved himself to be an indi'IH'nslhl" 
staff officer to Stein"r. So in the summer of 1943 WitI'll St"ll1<'r 
was pl'Ked in chdf<je of forminH the III SS P,Hlz"r Corps (;1'1"

manic) Iw request"d the transfer of Ziegler to tit<> Wilff,'ll-SS 
and had him appointed chi"fof staff of the new SS Corps. 

The working relationship between Steiner and lie!)l"r r" 
mained a «ood one durinH the hard battles on tIre Oranienbilul11 
and Narva Fronts_ But when SS·Bri!dfhr. fritz von Scholz WilS 
killed leadin~l the "Nordland" Div. near Narva in JulV 1944, 
Joachim lieqler was the 10~Ji,al choice to succeed him. H" sub
s~quently kd "Nordland" with skill and couraqe in Kurland ilnd 
Pomerania and was decorated with the Kniqht's Cro~s. Wh<?n 
the "Nordland" Div_ was ordered into Berlin in April 194:), 
Ziegler did not want to complv_ For one thing he wished to re 
main with Steiner's Ill. SS Panzer Corps which had be(>n re
routed to the north of the city, and for another he had no il
lusions "bout the feasibility of defendinq the (ierlllan H,llIpt· 
stadt for lon~l. Along with St"iner, Ziegler retained the illUSIOn 
that the Western "Allies" were the only hope of savin« Europ" 
from communist dominion and both men had convinced them
selws that if th"y offered their Europ~iln volunteer fmc"s to the 
"Allies" for use a~lainst the Soviets, all miqht be saved. TllPV 

wpre dead wron(l about the "Allied" intentions of course. th~ 
"Allies" would tr<?at all Wdffen-SS personnel as criminal~ and 
fully cooperat" in the Holsh<?vization of half of Ifw contlTWllt I 

Stdl. BriHfllr. /iegler did not want to Si''' his command US" 
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1"",1" d",tJ()V"d In Berllll helme It could jOin dw "Allies" in 
a 'cl1ear iHltl-C0Il1111Unist CrtISdd.:, so when "Nordlctlld" became 
ensllarled in Berlin, Liegler literally gave up the Hhost and fell 
into a deep despondt'ncy_ He had to be replaced by Brigfhr. 
Krukenberq from the "Charlemagne" Div. and was sent to the 
f-uehrer Bunker under "house arrest." On the night of 1/2 May 
1945, liegler joined in with everyone else trying to fiHht their 
way out of the city and took charge of a small battle-group_ 
His tragic story came to an abrupt conclusion when he was 
killed in action during a breakout effort. ... 

Vels from the SS NCO School Arnhelm revisit their battlefield 
in Holland in 1976. Former SS-Brigfhr. Heinz Harmel is fifth 
from Ihe left. 
Training Company Commanders at the SS NCO School Arnhem 
(Holland): 

bt Co .. OSkM Pnhnke 
Plcltoo" l.!'ilder/ 1st Co.: f:riedrich Willwlll1 Voiqt 
LIHi Co. Helllrich Oelk<?rs 
4th Co. fieinrich SteinHrube 
OrdnallCe Officer: Erwin Heck 
Th" SS NCO School ilt Arnhem, Holland Wil5 lTIobd ]b,d on 17 

:;"ptl'nrb"r 1'144 to meet the Allit'd invasion of the Mt'a. It con
,;tltut"d il pillt of dn <?[fl,>r,j('ncy SS Keginwnt led by St,lIlddften
fUl'lrler M,chdd Lippert which was dssi~Jned to the Corps von 
lettdll untl"r (j"n Lt von Tettau, the Wehrrnacht C-in-C 
"Nt'tlH'rlands." The SS NCO School was organized into a com
hat h,]ttdl'Oll led by Hstuf. Oelkers_ Its rnission was to con
tifHlou.,ly i1ttdek th" "Allied" airborne troops in their drop zone 
<lnt! irllld"l t!rell i1dv<lnce towards the ArIllrem Bridge. The SS 
H,)t' I Kd!llpfgruppe Ill) was it){ated dt tire medical clinic in 
fil'l'bulll. 

W dffen-SS Elements in the OSlldbrue('k Area, Ldte 1944/Early 
1945 (including Muensterland-Emsland): 
I The :)th SS ConstructIOn Bri'cldde Stdff WdS known to have 

been Ic){-ated In Osnabrueck, but is said to lri1ve r"loc<lted to 
th.: Suedlrarz-Thueri"~len region. 

L_ A tdnk destruction company under Ostuf. KdellHnler Wi15 
dqlloYl'd on the Dortmund-Ems Candl neill Hheine. 

:J All SS b<lttal'Oll WdS serVIll!J with a re!Ji"",,,t,11 l<"dlnpf!Jrllppe 
led bv d Md)or DUllker ill Bec kurn. 
4 All unknown SS enwr!J"ncy unit was stdtiolled ill [:reekl'n

hCll,r 
:1 Tlh' town battle "colllllldnddllt" at Vl'rsmold WdS Hstuf. 

NKOluSSI-Ll'ck, ct Knight '5 Cross holder from the "Wiking" 
Illvislon 

h A spf"'dl,u5f' SS Police Hilttalion assiHned to the comlT1ilnd of 
the filqher SS and Police Leader "West" and led by Stubaf. 
Sprf'nqllldnn, counl<!rattacked towards f ldllo? throuDh Wertlrer 
Oil rllf' rll<]ht of 213 April 1945. 

7 SS Kdlllpfqruppf' "Kell1hold" led by Ostuf. Keinhold was 
deploy<!d ill th" KarnpflJruppe "()oern",schlucht," which was 
composed chiefly of memb"rs of tll" Army reserve officer's 
frillilllHJ Course IV at [)dmold_ 

A hdttle-HlOup from the SS ForeiHn Volunteer Trdining Camp 
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i1t S .. nnh",im w;,.; {"rilli'd in ':"'plt>mh",r 1'14,1. On jq NO\'('Il,b.>r It 
WdS in action lm the I Juelrinq Canal in 1 IMdtwald, Upper Alsace. 
In the fjghting tlw f'ntire leildership of the battle woup WnS 

killed, illlrl many of the wounded men w,>re sent to Ilw hospital 
in Muehlhallsen. 

Second Co./SS Heplacemenl Battalion' '[kr Fuehr<'r, " stilt iOI",d 
in (irazWetzelsdorf, Austria, trained 27.0 Norwe~linn SS vol
unte<'rs in FdlTllilry-MiHch 1941 and another lOO Nnrwf'qiillls 
and 100 [)')Il<'S during the period from Mily to August JC)41_ All 
of these SCilndinavian r"cruits were subsequently posted to tlw 
SS Division "Wiking." 

III.Bn./SS-K<lr. "N",y" (lIungnriall) sprwd with tll<' 3rcl SS 
Panzer Div. "Totpnkopf" ill the end of Man h 194:) in W!'st"Ill 
Hungary ancllilt.>r fought ilrounc! Viennil and W"'Iwr N"llst"'.1t 

On 1 [ ,haw 1944, to Ill<' wpst of V!'rlOix IWill CH'Il. " pl"I"on 
leader from tllf' Divi,iollnl Fscort Co_ of Ihe I~Ih SS Iliv "flit 
ler ,)ugend," ()<;c!ra. 1 jf'inz Wiq"nd ilnd orH' ut hiS Sqllild Ip,lciPIS 
prevented thc-' fllrtlwr mistreatnwnt of i\ dOWlwd Brilish "SPit
fire" pilot by tllrninq their Wf'ilpOnS on thos", res[lC)fhiblc ,llld 
advisin(J tlwlll to desist. 

As of 14 MAY 1<)15, :lO.()OO Wilff .. n SS POWs \WI'f' bein'l 1]<;",1 dS 
for ... d I,r\)orl'rs in "reconstruction" worl, in I'r,\flee ()n 1',1\1"'1 
194[), the commandinq offie .. r of the (jre .. k Waffen SS "olunt",'rs 
(said to hdve l1umberf'd nround L,()()(J) WilS executed bv th ... IW\v 

government in 1\II",ns. And on this s"me da" III lIollAnd, i'i,()(Kl 

disarmed Dutch nwmbers of the :~4th SS Iliv ''Lilndstorrn 
Nederldnd" were chilrtl",d autornntlcally wilh "WiH crlllles' , and 
thrown into il speciill COllc(,lltriltion Cil~P tlhlt w,l]dd prov,' to he 
brutAlly r\ln and administered In Amsterdillll fullv I.I)(X) Dutch 
Natlonnl Sociillists were ilrrl'<,ted by "spe(iill d,>.,-f''''' of tlH' 
teITOllst, (ex I hitch "r""istilnce fiqhters") who hilt! be"n 1'1<1("d 
in Chnrllf' of th .. Dutch qov<'rllllH'nt 

On 17 M,IY I'l'!:, tire Dutch sent 1~(),()()() (jermnn soldi('r..; in Hol 
land back to Lnld",n 111 (;"rrnilny but II",y retilin",d L,t)()() tll :l,O(){) 

(;i?rrnan ss nH~n (It.; "war crirninois." Thest> s(lldier~ hnd ~~'rVi'(! 
with Ill<' "LN" Division. on th,~ stdf! of tll(' W SS (' III (' 

"N..rherldflds," on tlw stell! of the IISSul'F "N"therlclnc\s" ,Ind 
in the Si) (Security S"rvice) At I"ilst tlrr"" of these Ill",n a,,> ,till 
lock"d up in Hollillld to this very <lilY. 

On 5 ,June 194:), two forlll",r Hitlpr YOlllh m('mtH'rs, d'l'>,j Ih ,\1](1 
17, were ",x",cuted by lJ S soldifc'rs TI""ir crillW- tlH>y hdel been 
found quilty of "spymq" on 29 Milrch 194:' illld d,'spit" th" L1Ct 
tire war Irild f'IHkd With fhe (jermans lItt<'rly dete"t"d th .. ('(>Ill 

nlilnder of tire Americdll 9th Army r"flls .. d tD COl 11 If1tl l<' the dc,th 
sellt{'nc .. 'livpn to thpse tl'''lliHlP boys, illld plI!>li,ly upheld the 
shilmeflll verdict I 
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~::::::),c~::~::::~::~x.<'Cr~::'~~~~'lOOO<~8 8 ~:~ III Ih '>-'(Olld Yc'ar ut publlCdllUll' Cd ijf4R~':'."1) 
In th" filst 12 Issues there were almost ~"'P.~_IIJJ >.~~, ::,:. 
:,()() paq"s packed with dO/.c'lls at articles ~ . ,~ , 
covef1n~] 1l1dny aSJH?cts of the hi')tory of p~~~ie;e.~l~~~~e~-=-=-=-_ 
"weapons and wartare." Plus the many 
columns provldill<j you with information, 
sourCe's, <lnd viewpolflhof all kilids, 

And 19K6 will fw ('ven h"tter for Ihe 
read .. rs of WEAPONS AND WAHFAIH-: 
Monthlyl You will continue tu read and 
learn "hout the 11Istorv of wdrfi1re as 
wc'1I ,," th" weapollS and th" tactics It 
was fOlJ'lht with 1'10111 the earliest times 
"l' to tile' pr .. ",nt, W&WM covers it all 
for VOIl (LmphaS!s b on th .. 20th celltury, 
espl'cldlly World Wdf Two) And all view 
poilJls 

H""d ahollt whitt it was like to he there, 
in altl< 1"5 ottefl writfl~n by those who 
aetu,llly .'xpert .. fl( .,d it Much of the 
lTlillerti,l,s WI Itl(,ll by v"lerans ,,"cl othf'fs 
who wer" th,'H', <15 w,,1I ilS th" trillfl"d 
hlstoriall illHI th(' d"dicdted l'ntllllsldst / 
hohhYlst 

All this providl's you WIth Ih" Illost 
mtl'r('stlflq, hl'Jhly readable, authol ita
tlve and ac('urille nldt('rial you will Iind 
in print III cl public.lti()1l of thi~ type, 

And W&WM doesn't stop th('re: Every 
iS5U" IS cllso 100d"c/ With reviews of bO()k" 
rnil<jilzmes, O[(Jdll!?atlol"', hobby pro
ducts alld more Ihilt you shuuld Imow 
"bout III "1)ilS5 in H"~I"w," You'll he 
qlVl'1l the Idlest rlew~ on all sorts of 
(lOfll<jS on ilround the wOIIJ, includinq 
dC'tntls of v<'ll'r,lllS reuniolls, nil kInds of 
rnt>Ftirlq~ drHl nmveldlorh, dnd JT10H'. 

I'or th" Idh,,,t on wilat's hapPI'nin(J 
Mound the lA,otld in the TlllhtMY, there"" 
"(;;!" bv Hobert C Slfllth, lie will k"ep 
VOll Cllrtt!llt Oil the lrlte-.;t WPdpons sys

t"llb, hot s!,ots, ('(mlllets, and other 
SlqllltlCdlll Tlew:--. you ..,hOllld bl? (-llAhlltJ of. 

In dddJtI()II, thele (H~ other rt!qlLldl 01 

,<'fill re'lul,H dl'Pdrtlll<'llts: l'efSolldllty 
f'wtill's, (ilossdrY, Pondl'rabl" Quotes, 
Ihs'n'I)',!", HUfllor, dlld, ot course, Mdil 
Call 

W&WM is a forurn OP(,1l to <Ill r(,nders __ 
your vi"ws dlld cOllllnents <Ire always wel 
cOrTled and as ITldllY as possible that have 
lllent wtll be pubhsh('d, 

W&WM cOlltains tllustrdtive lllateridl 
such oS photos, scale draWll1~lS, maps, 
('mollfla(l" /:}[ markll1gs views, skdches, 
de 

W&WM I, not ~()Id over the counter It b 
avatlable only by mail subscnptiulI 

FHILGIFT! 

(hder your subscription from this <Id illld 
you wdl r('celve d FHEt gift (worth at 
ledst $2(0) In addition, Yotl will also 
H'(,(,IV" our ClHH'nt W&Wf' catdloq and 
otl1<'r sales literature with nMny more 
products illJd publt,dlions Inr you. 

(;UAHANTLE 
W&WM service is ~Juarant('ed to he to 
your sat isiaction, or upon written request 
you wIll receive il r<'fund tor all 1I1111l<liled 
b~ues. 

On(' yenI' slfbscnption, 
11;'> ISsues) 

lJS, ,'f,;'> 00 
Forl'i'lfl, 'f,;'>~}() 

LJ S , :J;;.>o (10 
I :oreiqll, '~:C~!, ()O 

All subscriptions Me on il ,<llelld,il V",jf' 
hdsis: i l'" ,Jalluary throuqh I>ec('J"ber 
No IlMtter whell VOII subs( lib", you 
re( l'ivl' ,'/1 th" issues for Ih"t y""r 
If VOII ,hd 1101 suhscrib(' I1I I'JH~), 'lOll 
IlllSs"d " lot of qu,,jity "'ddillq Illdl"II"I, 
/),,,'1< ISsues for 19X5 cost :J;tjOO ",wh, or 
$11400 tor the y(,dr; as a sJ"'cial off"r to 
SIH ;1\( JNLN r,'ad .. rs, if you '1Ibs( rit 1(' 

for I'JH6, you Cilll <j('t thp elltire l'IW, 
rUIl of Issues for 01111,1 $22.()O. This offn 
is ~l()od ollly until 1 April l'>X(, Suhscnbe 
NOW TOI>A Y THIS MINlJT! t 

Why ar" YOlJ woitillg') 
Subscribe today. 

ilnd st<llt ell)oyill!j your hobby 1I1Or(' I 

Mdk" your ch('ck or rnOll('y order p"y"I1I,' 
to alld sent it to: 

Weapons and Wilrfare Press 
21X-X3A Beech Strept 
eellnin(JtOIl VT OS20] 
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