
Flemish Wuffcll--SS Ilnti' tllllk g'unners 
from 1111' "LaJlI;"lllllrck" IIrignde in IlCliOIl. 

r 1'11<1\0 ('olll'k,1' ,,( I,cnncl h NiclIlHlI] 

V/hole Nunlber 44 

THE WAFFEN-SS IN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

SS-Untersdlllrfuehrer Herni Schrynl'n, 
thc only Flemish Knir,lIt's Cross hohkr, 
who persollfllly dl'stroyed 1'l Soviet tlInks 
011 the NnrVII Front in .July 1944 H ftpr 
thc rest of his nnt i-tnllk 1;1111 ('f('W IIlld 

hel'll illCllpHcitntcd. il'IH"" ('''''I'l('',~' 
of i{(,lni S"ilrYIH'1l Hnci I':rik Hlllldkvi'll 
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EDITORIAL 
The Myth of the "Big Lie" 

One of tll~ more fllillOUS quotlttinns nttl'ihu\,'d to the 
IlIte P,'o[>I'I;HJldn Ministe,' for wllrtirne (,er'lllltny, llr .. losf'f 
(;oebllf'Js, WHS It stllterrl('nt to the effect that tll" "I.if;l;('r 
thp lie one pro[>Ilg"Il\('d, the morc ppoplp wOIrld neeept 
it." I'I'p"isply where Illlt! how (;opht>els nwde this nllpged 
rernHrk is unknown Ilnd the words Wel'(' PI'ObHhly either 
fHhe 0" tnken out of context, b'll in Ilny event the t,'rlll 
"Hlg I.,,," he"llllle 11 stHlldHrd nH'dill expression. 11 would 
be intel'('sting to eXllllline side-hy-·side the vllriou" ITlcdin 
Ilnd [>I'e" works of the wHl'lirne powers, pltrticulllrly 
ti,e l'.S, And (;el'll1uny, to see pl'ec'isely which best pro .. 
l1lotpd tile IIBig Lit">"! 

Of course, while IIlllCh of tile press Ilm] publishing 
industry in (;errnHny ['('rrwined in private ownership, 
il WAS 1111 suhsel'vil'flt to olle d"(;I'('e o\' unother to stute 
controls, llit\o the filrn find rlldio br',)[I(kHsting A!:encies. 
No ol'positioll mediI! W[lS permitted. Hut despite that 
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ffl,'t, the (,erlTllln press 1'('fllHined relntively l'estl'llilll'd 
And lleclJl'llt c. Hnd news WIlS reported (1lIIllouV;h not ellll'hll­
siz('d!), IlIHI the figures nnd fllcts thllt Ilppcllrcd w('re 
uSlllllly A" IICCUl'lIte IlS possible, pllrticulHrly in the I""t 
fllonths of the wllr when it WAS often of lif" Ill1d ,klllh 
importlll1ce to civilinns to know whHt the militnry situlltion 
WHS so Illllt rPl()(,llt ions mid CV/lCUllt ions f'Ollld t>c CIlI'1'iN! 
out if Iwcd bc. 

Int(,I'estingly ('nol1(;h tll(' (iel'lllllll nwdin treHtmpnt 
of somc of its rnilitlll'y l,nclllies WIlS mild 10 tire point 
of beinr: Illlnos! too soft. Anti-All1cricanislll WAS simplv 
not n pArt of the sllIndHl'd operations, I'I'('SS criticislll 
of Arn('ricll ccnlpl'cr! on SOrtll' of ils cnpitnlist 111111'<"', 
"i'lllturnl d('cl](kl1<'e" (in contl'Ast to Europe), Hlld I'l1 st 
bl1lnders. The U.S. WI1S depidf'd HS hHvin~ Il limilc'd IlIld 
often bllrl>Hl'ic JnilitHry trlldition in wilich tire fill('1' p,)inls 
of chivalry were not known, I'nrticulllr f'n'l'llIlsis WHS 

plllceri Oil tire suppression of the A mericlll1 indiull Ill"! 
sucil innovlltioflS AS "waginv, Will' on civilial1s" ti1l'ough 
tire eXlll1lpl" of Sirennm,'s "Mlll'ch to Ill(' Sea." In 1111 r'ns('s 
Illc criticislTl wus not fill' off the mlll'k nnd W/lS n('itl!!'r 
irateful or spiteful. Tire (,el'l1ll1n film industry, whi"'l 
tUl'fwd out i11l11r!rcds of films during the Third Heich ('('n 
- l10ne of wirich w('re Ill1ti·Anwricfll1 .. WBS cv"n 1I](>I'p 
restrained. Only H very few films contninf'd any PIl"IlI,<'S 
wilicl, ('ould be eV('I1' vflguely cOl1strllpd IlS i'f'ili"1l1 of 

AIlH'l'ica. 
Now COlltl'IISt Ill(' (:ovcrnfllpnt rontrol1ed 111('dil1 in 

(;crfHnny with the "non-controlled" lIlf'din in tile U.S,' 
Ow' press wallowed in Ilnti-(;errnfln 11IItc propll[,;,'ndn 
frol1l At. lenst the dflY lIitl<'I' cllrne to power. 1I'll1dreds 
Ilnd even ttlOlISllllds of filllls were produced willl ti,E' 
pUI'pose of d<,iilwrakly slnnderinf; th(' (,el'nlllns, And 
this proc('ss J,'I'p;<'ly conlilllles right Illl'ough to Illis dllV, 
The opposition press Hlld rndio Illlll'kel in thc lJ.S. Slid, 
liS it exist('d, WflS thorollghly crushed tlrroll~~h till' IIlIlClrillll­
tions of IlIinorily interest gTOllpS IlIHI their kCl'n grllsp 
of tile potf'ntinls of econoll1ic hlllcknlllil (i.P., Ilrlv('rtisr'I'S 
Ilnd sponsol's w"l'e "sclJl'ed off" oft' of Ilnti",'ollllflllnist, 
or non-inlt'l'vcntionist fnedill olltlets), And filHllly wlH'n 
tile U,S, Illflnnged to officilllly entnngl<' itself into tll(' 
WHf', the P;OVC'l'IlIllf'n t just si mply ,,"t-and-o'lt wellt 11 ft ['I' 
nnyolle tir<'y considered to hp "dnngel'olls." Tire 1'(,s'llt 
was tllHt UH' medin in th,~ lJ.S., nlthOllt:h 11"t stnle "'H1' 
trolled, cerlllinly followed tile "purty lirll''' ('V('I'V ilit 
os fnitllflllly ns did ttwt in (;erlllflny, 

Of COllrse til<' U,S, g"oVel'flllH'nt (lIso hlld tollll cont,'ol 
over "mililflry" or "IIHtionnl security" news, so thnt cPI«.;or­
silip of Itrlplplls'mt fllels or c1evelo(lllll'nts w,'s routin,'I), 
prllcticcd. TIlis (i1ofl[; wi1l1 tiw slohhCl'ing Hnl i (iel'n"'1l 
tone of nf'llrly everytilin[: being filmed, broncl,',,,t "I' 
published ill tllis Coulltl'y Icd to H IlPfI!'ly ullprp"erlcnt('d 
brain-wllshin" of tile t\meri"1l1l P('opl<~. IVIIiI€' it WIIS l'III'd 
to find "AITlf'I'icfln ilHtel's" in (;"rl1lany, (iel'm/llI·hlde!'s 
in AmericH (including people of (;"rrnnn des('cnt), \'.'!'I'<' 

neArly univel'snl! 
So wlml it r('ally boils clOWTl to, is who p!'acli(,,'d Ill(' 

"Hig Lie" t"clrniqlll' tlr(' rtlOst" The Hnswel' is /101 rl"lily 
Ilard to decipher, SIl1<'C ill Ihc lI.S. OIlC ('flr1 ,1111 pWk 

lip /l dnily newspllpc!' IIlld se(' till' SHme old Irt'Hdlil1(" 
nhout "Nnzi Htltcilcr'sff on n ,'r-gular' hH:;is~ 'I'll{' "Hig 1,1(''' 

ICl'illlifjlte liS IJI"ll'liced try (JUI' l1ll'dill (II1tlC\'- 01'1'(1)11'1.1' 
iJas IlIHI continues to sel'V(' SOIIl(' pw'posp, 11 Illt', fII:lintllilll'r! 
Ilute and flll.sd,oori, illCllldin({ tll" cOIIstant Iy 1'0'11111(' 
slunders II({Hinst tire \\'nff,'n'SS, for till' ultl'l'io!' IIwtiv.,s 
of certain ('lllllic IllIte (!,TOllpS Iln" (l(Jliticlll fl",tiolh, ,,,,d 
they seemingly find gTC'lIt pt'ofit flllcl iHlvllntll[;<' ill ""'" 
actiorls. 
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Htd ('\'~'tl if Ill'. C;o('t)\)('h line! 1f1flv('riledl! tiH' I!Hi!~ 1,1(,11 
t(!('tltti'lIJP, fwit/IPI' lie or Ilj~.; P(:t)ptp <,Vel' pl'lj(,tic~'d it 

1<> tll<' """,d,,,t frllclioll of 11", ('Xtl'I,t tl,"1 it 1111'. 1',<>1 t"I' 

Ilt i1I:1f'd ill 11,,; 1I.S,/\.' 

o 0 {) 

The Martyr.:; of CllHrleroi 

In Novprn!>{'r 1 ~J4'1, Ihp government of H<'lgilllll '/II,..t iOIH'd 
and ('''ITied Ollt tli,~ nllll'<lPI' of 2'/ IVlIlloon IIlId FIl'II,ish 
nlltiolwlhts, wilo had lwen illlPI'is()lH'<I for vllriolls "acts 
of coiillt)(lrntilH1 J1 dtlrlllg- tlH' war. The eX('clltiorls Iltld 
no 1co1;1I1 I,,,si, 1111<1 Wc\'(' in filet (,IlITi(,d Ollt in I'q>l'isal 

fnr s()IlIt'lI,illl( t'lItil'dy diff('rellt 1IIIIt WHS ~;"id It) iwve 

il!JPIH"lI'd dllring ;\lI,,'llst 1(1,1". 
jlllrill[; tI,,· night of 17/1H AlIi;llSt I!),I,I, wilh liH~ "Alli!'s" 

Hdvt!fl!'in~: tOWHI'(ls Bclgilllll Hlld ttl(~ III'{'sistHI1<'f'!1 t{'I'I'ol'ists 

g!'o\\'iJ\~~ l)uld('l' HlId 1I\{)f'C dHtlg'('!'Otl:-. I»), tile dn>" S{)IIlC 

'17 1!f't"~i"t}lTl('f'" 111(,llIbc:/'~..; lllld sYII\{Hltlli:l.l'l's we!'e HIlC'g(1d 
to l'I'v,' 1"'('11 sh()1 ill Ihe Illaill sll'('('t or ('hl1l'l"I'"i, 'I'll(' 
H.c.;sHilllnts \Vel'(' not '~pt'('iri(,ltlly known hilt tl1('), wc-re 
()t)ViOI!:,!)' Jlj{'I1i!)(~I'~; of t!rl~fiJlg Sq\IIHI~-)1I frolll tile I(H'ui 
~\~(,IJl'it)' f()r'\'("~ HIlt] IIHtiollalht i',rOllps wilo 11I1l! ('lIr'J'i(ld 

Ollt Illi,.; Iked pl'ollllblV Ollt of sl,('('1' d,H;P(,l'lIlioll. Tile' 
IJ"(H,i,;tl-ll\('e" Ilad 1I1t'('ndy liqllidHted hllndl'('(ls tlpOIl 1lllfldl'('cb 

of tilf'11' Il erl (,llIie,<..j1l 01' rn()~-)t (Jft('n, irHlo('('nt 1't'IHt Ives 
of \lIP .... n/l1(· ill(,jlJding L('OIl 1)('gl'('llt~ls JlOII p()\iti('IIII J]'oIIH ' ]'. 

TI,(' killing of tlJ{~ resisllll"'" p('oplc ill ('''llI'I(,l'oi IVIl'; 

1I0t (Jv('l'lo(lk"d ilv tI,,~ po:;t--Wfll' gOV"I'IlIIl('llt, wlli"1I \VIIS 
IUlldl'iI III Ille I,ill with fOI'III(,1' 1(,I'I'OI'IS(:;, 

TllllS SIJ!IIC'I)II(' ill till' ,1lIslil"f! ~lillisll'Y i'v,'nll1l1lly I,il 

UP"" tll" scl"'''l<' (11101'(' 1111111 ti'l'e!! ),"III'S 111'1('1' tl,,' J)l'il~iJlIII 
df'f~(l') 10 ~;flifl !lv(~n~;(·HJl('{~.1t Tw('nty--~..,(>Vl'1l p()lit JClIl pl'i­
SOI"'I''';, Dill)' 11 few or W"O!ll had lil's to IllI: ('lllll'kl'()i 
01'('11, Wel'f' d('si~~'rlHt('d lIFH.'-,('ist IlIlll'dc'r(,l' s lT Illld witilout 

b('nefit of tlilll 01' jllry w,'I'e ~,,"t I" Ill<' locHI j"iilioll'''' 

in (,lJlJrkl'oi tll await pxc('lIli"II. 

At IJ~';IIi1 ill till' 11IOl'llill" ()f a dllY ill NOV"lId"'I' I ~I,17 
(nut specified, allllOlIf(it tI", Ollly 1\(,('011111 of tlii" IIlcidcllt 
ev('r Iu IlppeHl' WIlS dated II Nuvelllil(')" I :1,17), the ('llllril'l'oi 
pui,('c wer.. illstructed tu Iwgin filllll prepJll'Hl iOlls for 
till' (~x('('ulions. TI,,~ pric;oners were IIllowe>i 10 Illlplld 
11 111,1 ,'1"11'1'11 s'CI'vice alld Ihen at 01>:00 1111' plll>li,' S<jIl!JI'e 
in fl'ollt of till' police i>lll'l'llcks WIlS roped ofi' for llll' 
he,,,,fil of sp"ctHlors. It WIIS absolutely fOI'I,id(kn 10 
pIH)t()~~],Hpll tile pn)('et~ding's Hlld ('Hfl)('['a~; \V (:f't! tHinned. 

F,,"1' S'llllHis of ten IIWIl ('liCit fl'()lll llle ·11l IIlIIIl polic.' 
pl"lo()1l W('f'(' de:;igIllltl'd to Clll'l'y Ollt tlJ(~ killil'i\s ill I'otll­
tiOJl, 1\1 11'1::10 ti,e rlrst 1'0111' viclill'S WI'I',' ill'ol,!;I,1 0111 
illlo 11", plllza Illld tied to posl,; 1IIIlt 111111 b"I'1I ('I',,('(('d 
IH,r,)I'" Il SIlIl<l bllg hJlI'I'icll'il'. All IV""" Illl'IlII)('I'S of Ill'­
gl'clk'" H('x ~lovclllelll, 1111' Illllst pl'o!llilH'ld or witOl1l 
W/!:' Ill<' Hex 1'I'''PIlg'llI,till Lea<lel' (·olllll'd. '11,.. olliel's 
were I JllllS"llt , ~lPl'lot /llld I I OflOr(' NIlVI'Z, tI,,· 11I11"r Il 
COl'n,cl' (:Ill'taill ill lile wal'tilllP "(",,11111>01'111 ion" poli('''. 

011 .. Slllvo flnisiled titelll 1111 off. 
Tile "t'xt fU'I!' victillls W('l'e broll~~I'1 forlh III 117::1'1; 

tl1ey included lIellscl,ell, UI: ~llly('r, Colylls Hnd 11 youti" 
J/ldoul, IVho WliS supposed to IlHve IW(,1l linked to Ihl' 
"flyin~ squllds," TllI'e,~ were killed inslantly \Jut ,)Ilrlolll 
W/lS still /llivl' ufter tile volley of sllots. A poli('CITWn 

qui('kIV ,'Ill) ()Vf'l' HilI! ..-.llot iJim ill tilt' !HP'" IIr tll(' IH'('I\. 

Foul' 11l111'<', I)'li)()i~;, H():;~";(,IlL" StI'IJY'''; IltHI 1111111('''1'1'1 \\,('1'1' 

<l1I1('l\ly di~,p()~>('d of lllld tlwv W~'I'(' r\dlo\ .... '(',1 hv lIlt' 111,\1 

gTOIJp or f(lll!', Hf'l'tl'ltlld, 1)(':;1111. Villi 1\1('('1"-<'1 !lilt! \'II't!)I' 

ill III 11,),,,, 11 Hex l>io.;tl'id 1,"11<11'1'. /\11 hilI ~1/11111\" 1,,11 
dpll<l /11 tl ... volky. ~l/111h,!s W/lS IlH'I'('ly ~~"Ilz",) "lid 1,,11 
;.;tllllll(ld to tlH.~ tJ,l'ollnd. wln'll IH' jlilnlH'd lip lp I)!:~ 1'1'('1 

Hmi pJllie"IIl"1I 'I'Jil'id), (;1'1I1>I,.,d Ilill' "nd 11I1l·1 .. <1 111'" \J".'I; 
t() Il,,, gl'olllld IIn>! \lH'1l sitol hill1 in IIIf' I>l1ck of tl'l' 11"1'", 

TIH'" Il{'xt flllll" victims irH'llldpd Hl'ft{'ld', ~1I1 ex Illt'Ill\){'1' 

()f 1111.' l'i<'llJisil (:11111''', l'Ol1tllill", ~11l1'I'IJld IInrl ill,,,tl'I'" 
YOllt", Illll'on1. TIII'y ",.'1'(' l~iv('1l /l Ci1:lfl,." to 'p,';d, 111('il' 
IlIst WOI'''S wllile Iwill,; hlillrlfolrl('d Illld ill'lIl'I,,' ,It,fiJlflt I\' 
silouled: "1,(11'[; livp FIlllld"I'~"" I\t IIH:II'/, ~Ji",'II", lYi)lll'll, 
Hudson 1111" (:ossl't-I':ll1plliflllll wPllt ('IlII11ly 10 1111'11' "".'111,;, 
'I'll/It only I<,fl tlll"('(' IllOI'" to go: CI'Jlrlps ,la"'I""s, 1),'111'111\ 
Hnd Wcry. W(~I''y WitS It(j('fillllt H lInd !1(U'I'()f~IHJt" HIli] rt'fll'd',J 

10 answer qllesliolls II!>ouI ilis bil'lill'll"'" fiJi' 1111' l,pl'I'" 
(,('('()l'ds, WIH'1l lile fillld volley illld SOlllll",d, ,I;'CII'I'" 
WIIS still aliv(', so it W,,,, IIIlOIIII'!' i>lIlkl ill Ill(' I,,,,,,, "I' 
tile (wl'k 1'01' I,illl, TIIf' :,Illl·odd sl"'I'llllo,"; <Ii"I"'I'",'<I '""," 
Hfll'l'WIII'ds. 1'('1 what liH.'Y ila<l willll'ss('d Il('Vf'r ""II"'i,"I':" 
took plll('p. /\.lttlOllgh fill pvewitIlP,"S H('(,(lIHlt III rH\'(\{' 

of 1IH' Ill'lion 111'1'('I1I'l'd in l1H' IOl'lll IlI'WSPJllll'l" ';,II"tll,,", 
tlI'~ tl'l'l1linaliofl of til .. "2'1 I'w;ci:,t 111111'<1('1"1'1':<' Ill!' \\1,1,)" 

('vent WIlS swift 1'1 cX]lllnged fl'Oll1 lile I'e"ol"ds. 
TIH~ victirlls, 1l1ost s('I(~(,t('d Ht I'll Il<iOfIl, Ilnd Ilf'V('1' hl'PO 

cnnviclpd 0" IlI'ollght 10 tl'illl fOI" lil" Ol"il\illlll ('I",l"iI'I'>li 
killillVS, IInd Ofl,.e IIH')' wel'" rI(',,,1 tlll''! W"l't' ofl"'"JlI\' 
('onsiglll'ri to till' [;"1'111 "1>llll'k h>lJr," (If "istol'V "" If t"I'\' 
hlld Il(~ver ('xistf'<I! 1"01' t it()'~e WilD ('Illlrlot .<""pt~fl h.. \\'11\ l:,{' 
rnemol'V hits h('(~fl forgot tf'n fll}(l indt·ec/ ohlitl>I'lIted. It 

is illlpol"lllIiI I() lit lt'lIst Illllke fTll'lJ1ioll of ""\\' IllI'\' <ll<'d. 

11I1(,1'(':iliflgly IllI' vel'V I"'''pl<' wilo sp"llk ';" 11I,~ltI\' .. I' 
II}UtrllHn ri!~lttslI Hod tltp lIdelll()(Tati,' virttll's!t tllllt I!lflfl­

vlltf'd thell! "ollld Illso sl1llcliofl 111111 ('ondolll' ,'01,1 1,1t""I,'d 
I1V{~fI~~e/lI)/'ell 1ll11T'rl(~I'>; flnd tlH'n ~;lIPp\,(>~;s illl irlf(I/'III:!lltHI 

rf'lllliv(' to sll('II "I">()<.;. If' I ,'1111 ""Ip "x!,o,,' I""SI' 11\'p"""i­
lit'1l1 killl'rs ill Ill<' :,0 '('IIII<,d ";\lli,,"" "IIIllP (1) tl,,' ,lq',ld,,'t 
d"[',I'('" tll"11 I Il,ink /Ill illlportlll1l "'I'vie(' will h" 1'1'11<1""",1. 
Ld it IH' ""IIII'I"I)('I'('d IIIlIt Ill(' Iwople wl", IlI'vl' ,,11,11"') 
ttiC' IINIlZi~11 1I1ld lI'>sol't('d l:II{,OP('flfI Hrlti"-(,()'llflHJlli,~t ~':r()lq)', 

tile most IIHV(~ dplJlolI~)tJ'(dpd OVPf' :11\(1 0\'('1' 'q~;1I1l ttt;t! 

ttJ('Y WPI'P not lIi>oV(' ('HI'I'~!iIW; Ollt thp S:IIlI(' ut' wo!";" 

nel ions I Ilun tllose till'), so 1()lIdly ('Ol1d('IIlI1('(1. 
For nil Iltos" in lllllll/lrked [(I'/lVC'" who died III till' lilllld'; 

of Ihe vi<'tJ)I"S illjllslicl', Il,is p"tlliclltillll is Illwll\s d"di 
1'11\('<1. \",t IIIf' trlllll 1)(' known nlld lel 11"'11' 1101 h" 

forgol I ('11. 

Will' Criminlll NI'. I 

It IlH~"; never hc(~n Ill)' illtPlltiofl t() hntlwJ' ('()IlIIJl('lltlllg 

on tile p"lf'nlly 1II,:;lJl'd illt(,l'nllliollHI "'"llpllil~n 10 11I"1l 
the l\lJstl'illn l'r""irl(~nl l\lIrl \l'llldllcilll inlo 11 "Will' nilll­

innl," hilt the HPIH'lIr'UO('p of H r)('w. stl'lInf~1' defHfll:ltnr'\ 
" pI1 hli(' S('I'vice!! (i.(~., !lfl'(,{\I!) newspllpt'" Hclv('rt l<,I'rnf'II"' 

really d,':-,(\!'v('s some sort of 1Il<'lltl(JIl. TI\(~ Hel, \".'111('" 
has npP('lIt'('d ill 1l11tnt'I'OtlS hi~l, ('ity nC'w~~p(t{H'f'<';. 1'111t'-> tllf' 
stllllrlllrrl "Will' ('rillliJlIII" pilolo of 1\'/1'1 \l'1l1>!11t'11l1 (,illlll1lI' 
to the orH~ tlcC'olTlpllTlying tlli~~ pie('('), sllov,.!1l \\,Ili t ing l>t>f()l"t ' 

EHl lliq)lllll(, in till' ('ompany of /In Italil1ll (;PII('I'III, liI,otlll'I' 
Army (;rollp "E" sl/lrf officer Ilnd SS-CI'IIPIH'n!'t"'lirl'l' 
Al'tillll' I'l1Ieps. In tll" ,,<I /l liig' \Vllitf' nnnsf'-lik,' l'i,. .. I" 
is drllwn Ilro,md IVilldlll'illl'S IlI'ild Hnri tlli" is III,k,'" III 
H flllllicillllS I('xl wIJi"il 1'1I11S SOfll('lllin[( lil.e IIli": "II' il 
wPl'e nol for lile Fir,1 AflJ('ndlllPnl Wf' IVo"ld nCVl'l' LIlO\\' 
abollt ,,('rlllill Ili~1l HilllkilW Nllzi ()ffil'ials," (I'il" ,'xII"1 
t('xt elll(ll's 111(' as I did not k('pp il ('01':.' of tlli'') 'I ill' 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



~; IllL I\VI\II 1\1\1 I, f"f<Utvl filLUI<1 JNL N 1\ I 11 m; T IMf" 

~;II I ;1« 1Nl N !lack I""".", 
f'JUIl dJuf"~ 1-·,)J i:~t :i'L .~)() t~dCiJ 

I'Jf!. )IJ iplHJtm:upy o,liy) - g,el.W, 

r··Ju. 'l~J book fOf'rIl<lt f~di li(lfl. ljitl.~}{l 

r-Jl)'I. -l(j I(J (('IJfft~llt fll~~q;L/iIH! furrflat) ut ~l;:) (HI p()ch 

~;II I n<UNI t~ III ILl I TIN Illll'k I""'H'" 
If f·;dl y tlH~ !l,Jllle a~, flit? t~;1I1y ~ill.l ;J<{ Jj'J! I J 1',~JlJl.'~il 

r lo~). 1 iJ i.H ~l,) .~dJ CHLh 

~;II (;J<IH'JI ~J I\~JIII!JI III:Y 
5,!. ~){J 

~ilL (:I<UNI N NI W~iLL f I L I<!i Ilat:k I,~,,,t:~ 

rJ"". 1 /, at $I.UIJ ""dl 

\'v'affen ~)!-i r)ersotliility f-lfllfile~i 

$I,[JIJ 

rHJIl V/tlt!1l ()fderlllD ,)flY ()f the above back I~J~)lJf~~J. 011 

ordt:I', of $lO.OU or If:SS. add $L.UO fur shlppirl~l dfj(j hand-

1111~j. ()I dt~rs ()vt-~r $1 U.(JU C:H e po~)t.rJCJid. 

WI\t I ()NI!N 
.£!Hlh ~~~.; Ulvi~ilOll 

'li[i.OO 

FI<ON IFf(3HTERS 
Tt." Norw"qian L eqion Of 1 he Wafr en~-~;'S I n'l 1-'.3 

LUU pElDes. more than 200 photos and itlus. 
Urluiflal rnernuirs and docLJrnerlls. 

$ I !:l.lJ[) 

Nt\f,NI\ Iq'.'. 
[Ill. ~S fJz.Corpsj 

- unavai lat)le at pl~esent -

LIONS OF FLAN[)U~S 
lernish Volunleers (If The wurren-~i!.; 1 nq l- l l5 

New. revised hardback edition in prepaC"tjtiof) . 
.l\vBi lable Sllon. 

FIGHTING FOR Ff~EE:r)UM 
The Ukrainiun Vulunteer Division ur 1 he Warren-SS 

New revised and cw'rected hardback edition. 
Nuw available again. or in stock shor"tly. 

$L4.!.l!J 

UCA n .~)lILAfJ 
["Totenkopf" Div. in Francej 

$10.00 

SS War SOflW.i I\nd Marches 
lLP ur cassette] 

$[U15 + $L.DU shlppinq 

EPIC 
The Story Of The Wuffen-S!i 

by LelJn Dewelle 
$4.UD + $1.0ll ~hipplIlq 

TilL LLlBST I\NI Il\fHL VUL. I 
lllUII~h text. 'L:!U p~ .• IU~·) phot(J:J. $JO.{}U plus $2.{JO postage. 

CI\MPI\ICN IN RLJ~ill\ 
lhe Warfen-~i!".i Un ·The [a~itern f· ront 

by l. eon I le'l' ,dip. 
j\ fll!i~)~jjve CI,t'-lSic jfll·noll~,h for the first tUlle 

$17."~1 + ~ l.fllJ "llippillL] 

ME f. fIN[: (1I Till (:1 NI~IV\I:; 

inc:lllfh u ; il fldl-I'~(I{If.h hloqrnpliy of llH! tnrTl(ill', ~\~;-flf'lCJffll. 

'<lilt f-'lt~YI~I. ~)!l!l pp .. 111:lflY pIHJU1'J. !f"jtJ.(I(J ~dlr~; $).OU 

po:-,t ;:j(~t:. 

~i:T Ulll.I~:;T-(;I~(Jf'f'1 NrlJUH~II'/ f'I\LJL H/\ll~;!i[ 1< 

/\ llioqrClphy 
by r·1drk Y"ffJ"r. [Jualit.y rTlUIlUfl,aptJ. 'liIO.(J1l piLlS "51.1!11 
p(Jsta!J~. 

<'P 
.~, 

NIWI 
LJrHf./:ill JI<MIlI\NNnJU tRFr< 011 IJ W[ IIl1NUlf./ 

t\ flio!)rFlphy 
by Hark Yerqer. 110 to 120 pp .• photos, etc. $i[i.O() lillI" 
$1.(J[j pust"!!c. (I Jut sm",!) 

IINII(JI<tvl~;. UPCI\NIII\TI()N 1\ NI I fll:i1()f<Y [If 
T111~ W/\II I~N-~i!; 

by Bp.ndp.r/Taylor. VOItHflP.S I-V. ~ Ip<.Jvily illl1~;tt 'HPd. ~ 1 [J.~l~l 

each pillS $l.fJD ei-lcll pO~it(Jnp-. 

lJNlrrmM~;. rmUI\NI71\TION I\Nfl fllST()PY (W 

If IF 1\':f~IKI\ K()I<f'S 
$2Y.!J:i plus $2.00 po"t,,,),.'. 

LI\ TVIAN LEGION 
by I\rthur Silqflilis. The incredible story or the l_iltvi'Hl 

SS Divisions. Loaded with rare photos. $1 ~J,\l5 plus", I.UiJ 
postage. 

TilE Hlll\X OF THE TWENTIETH CENTlJl,lY 

by Ur. I\rthur P. Butz. Uevastatinq expOSR uf the ". tolu­
caust" stury. $\1.[)5 plU5 $I.()O pusta[)e. 

THE I\USCIiWITL MYTH 
by Judqe Wi Ihelm fitaegl iell. $ I q.U5 plus $1.00 postilge. 

HITLER AT MY SI[)t:: 

by L t.Uen. flans l1au"r. $1 D.ll5 plus $1.00 posl<lge. 

Tt lE MYTH OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
by !\Ifred I'iosenber[). $1 ,dl(J plus $1.00 pnsta[l". 

LJI'RIGlNr;! 

On!! Nation's Ni!Jhtmnre: I hJrl[lary 19"fi 
by [)avid Irvillf). $15.n5 plus $1.00 postil\j". 

Pre-·Publication Prices ()n Planned Books for IYlJ7 
The Italian Waffen-SS - $5.0() 

The Crootian and Hungarian Waffen-~)S - $".00 
Charlemagne's LeDionnnires: French Volunteers of 

the W"flen-~j~j [a full-Ip.nqth book) - $14.[JLJ 

NEW 
nmEIUN LEnlfJNS()i::~nIE TI !lf~D HFICH 

Vo!. 'I. $2'L!J5 

Ridwrd Lfifldwehr 
Box 512 

Glendale Clf< n7'142 
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sp()n~()t' of lil" !Id WIIS sotlletlting l'!llkd ".Jollrlluli,sls fot' 

tile Fit'st AtllendI1ll'nt." 
Afkr sl'cill,; tilis fot' ti,e tllird time, tile lltter slrllllge­

nf'SS of it dllwrH'ri Oil t1l(" Wilal precis('ly doe.'; tilt' fl'""dolll 
of sl)('('ell. f'lc, I',ranted ily lIle First Atnl,ndtlll'nt ac-lllally 
illtVl' to <1<> witll ti,e iJackgrollnd of I'llf'l IVllldlleilll ilnyway') 
A<'1ltlllly lIotllillg sinel' \Yalrllrl,itll's S('I'Vl"l.' rl'conl I'IIS 
U('\'('(' be(,T! H :-.c<'l'et and liincl'illlinntiIlg ll ptl(Jtu~ IIHVC 

tJ{'CII publi,llt'd ij(,fore (see pll,;es 11 tj- 117 of I'!~i"l: EI~tl~r~ 
it1l Hil<ll. Till' pll(>loS date hack to Ilfl inspr,ctiof( of tile 
~;('wly ('('-(\llt filll'd Itnlilln "Ferr'lIra" Infufltry I)ivision 
in till' (,lIt'l", ''[lt1l1l1('t' of I ~J,1:l, sllorlly ilefore thut fllt'ttlatir)ll 
deff'cted to tilt< "Allied" climp, 

Ilein,; a n",instt'parn careet' politician, Wnldill'itll SIlW 
no rH't'd to Illention I,lS servir'e in Yllgoslavia in ilis 
llll'tllOirs, sitlce tilat oliviollsly offl'red ';Ot11l.' dt'[jwllllcks 
in ilis d(,lliil1i~S witil thc IIssurt('d Tllil'd World II,fl-wing­
riff-ruff and llddllllll die'tutors that Iw ol'l'll,ionally ('rH'Ollll-­
I (,(,("j (all of whom of ('(jIH'se Ilt'e "allti-Fllsr'ists" fil'st 
and fOrt.'lllost '), IIp,idl's thllt it twrdly nC'cds lllent i()flirl,~ 
tllIlt tll(' Yugoslav t'otllrllutlists mUl'dl'rl,d nearly C\,I'l'ylllH.' 
frot1\ the "('tll'rllY" cllmp lhal liley cOllld gl'l their I'Hn(\s 
011_ TI,at', an adequate d('(l<rl'cnt righl tlwr(' to skip llIen-" 
tion of sl'rvice in tllllt purl of till' world, 

It SllClIlid l~() WitllOllt suying tllllt II'llldileitll WHS not 
11 "Nllzi" /tIld WHS 11Ilrdly /1 "higiJ ranking official," bllt 
the cun,tlltlt efforts Ht slander. inlllll'ndo Ilnd ridicule 
!1'I1C'ck the editorilll cnrtoons ' ), by eet'tain ethnic pt'('ssIH'e 
groups Ilfld lile controlled news nJ(,dill (nllt to llll,ntioll 
ti,e \I,S. governllH'nt), 11IIs lllanll,;cd to ekvate /I rather' 
d,'CCllt politician into fl "monster," (icttitll'; hack to the 
"public s.'rvic('" Ildvl'rtisetllent tilat newspapl,rs run 1'0/' 

free, it firllllly str'uck tile tilat if sOllleone was t'('ally 
COtlr'('I'lIed at)OlJt tI,(' "Fir'st Arnendtllcnt" til.~y lVould 
pick IIp ~';Onl(' item on tll(~ d(HlI(lstic ogelldH t!Jdt wOllld 

fit lIflIlI'PI'''l't'ia\(, ''''l'flllril>, 
1,lll't IV;ridilf'im's stOI'\' j,; orlly sytllilolic of our Illx lil)1'I 

laws; Ill" ,,<lVt·t'tiSL'lllt'lll itsl'if .';llOUld 1)(' l'ofl';iri('t'f'd grrHlIlli'; 
for ,Iilfldl't' if tile I/lws were u littlt.' mOl',' strifll',l'lll. It 
is I(ulll;: pt'f'lty fHI' "fir'ld to s,'it'l'l I(urt \V,ddl",itn n,s 
H ('lITldi<llIt{· 1'01' 1111 all Sllpposedly PI'OTll()tiTlg tll(' vnlue 
of (lilt' lil':,t t\lfll'lIdtll('nl. So till' 'lues I iotl flOW 1IIItsl il(' 
l\:,K('d is, will) lire tll(' "POtISOI'S of th,' lid 'I I)()('s tl,i.'; so-

r :iM] 

---~~--- ------./-----

called group ".Jollt'flalists for the First Aflll'tlritllent" 
actually exist or is it 11 ptllH'r front ()q~lIflizlltion'! Seat'('t'ly 
Hfly lleWS!Hl!H'1' ill ttU' ('(lulltry would turn down /i "pllblic 
service" lid from IIll outfil witil such H nntlll'. t\11 tlJio.; 
ad does is offer fre(O publicity for' till' ('ontilluifl,; Cillllplligll 
of Illlllicious slllndl'r El,;ainst I(url \Valdilf.'irll, Ill/.'; tlrf' 
rnedil1 bcen lllllllipullltl'd again'! Y01l ('nil het sOtlll'tlutr:: 
IIfunny" is going' on here! 

It is oflly npPI'oprinte tl) mcntion tll/lt I\lrrt Wnldllf'itll'S 
only "war ('rim,," acl\tlJlly tl'llnspired during' IJis tf'flurl' 
as Secl'ellll'y"-<:enernl of the linited Nations, whl'll SOtll(' 
PI'o[losnls sympalhetic to lh(~ sadly dispossessed l'nl,'stulIlltl 
people werc Ilcltr/dly isstted I)y that Ilugust botly, /\11 
of a sudden Waldheitll wns tUI'nf'd fl'om El respectr;i1, ",'tab­
lishrnent politician into an inlernlltionnl OgTC, I\nr} wll"n 
he decided to re-enter politics in his homcland, the hl,wk-­
rnail relllly )w,;an! Tlllll t Ilf' <'illll'f(f'S ngninst \\'Illdllei III 
lll'C Hcceptpd liS II S (ll'iOllS" is just one 1Jl()I'l~ illdi<'lIt i()n 
of "Alice-in- \V()n<ll'I'lall<i" log'i c tha tour rttkt's II1l VI' 

adoptcdllnd t'cgulrlrly utilize! 

Odds Hud ErHl<; 

ltnlinn Volllntef'r" of tile IVllffcrr-SS i" now on Illlnrl IInd 
t'ell;fy- (I)l-:-~j) Ir~-~ rll~:-;n i(." pr iet' ---;S--now ::; Ii, ~I c) Pi'" t pll i d, It 
tUl'fll,(j 0111 [nit'ly wpll from H pt'inting stlln<ipotnt Ilfld 
contains InOI'P t1111n ~)() pllotos Ilnrl iJlltStl'llliol1s pertninilW 
to tilt: 24til Ilnd 29th SS Divisions, TllP pllotos (11' insignill 
on pH,;r; :\0 should havc t)cen creditcd to the ~Iilltl\t'\' 
IIistOl'Y Slrop, 11 () W, State St., l«'nn(:tt Sq. I'A 1 ~J:llH 
(wI'ite for their' lists'), llnrl my ttlllnks to tlH'fll for pt'ovirlirw 
them, I'rc"put)liclltion [,1'iL'f'S of $;,,1)0 eHcil /1('(: stIlI v/did 
fol' thp !lllngllri/in \V/ifff'nSS which will 1>(' foll(,wl'<i 
by tile CrO/ltiHn Wafren-SS, which }H't' now in th(' pr!H'p", 
of heinr; IIssetn"leri. CI!IIt'II:n! __ 'lune's I,PGillrjfllli1'.('_-; (F1'.l'rJl'II 
WuffI'TI-SS) has I>r;en 1ut,("I.'ly I\Ss(~tllhled 'IIHI I\'p('",'t IIfld 
will 1)(.' pttl>li'ill'<i as soon 'IS fell,il,l" (I'tn /llwl\\"; wrtttl); 
when I nanll! /in npP"lJral1l'(, date, so I 1'.l'ftl'" to do it 
HnyrnOt'p'). III IIrJrlitiofl to tile tf!xt 1111,] S"tlle gt'('llt pilot!" 
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Hod IllHP"~l tlj(~rt, \ ...... 'ill bt~ H fontHstlc ('oj()1' ('(JVf'1' h:,' HlIlIlil'o 

Hllj('il'" (eW,i1y liis h""l joil 'I('l'), wlli<'il i'; Illl Id""illt(' 
",Il()('k olJl, 1'l'e--plJillicnti,)f1 pl'ice of ~1~,lJiI IS still vIllid 
but nnt hJ/' 1l11J('1l l(Jflg(~I'. As llsllal in:; thlillks to c\'('I'YUIlP 
'..,.'jIU ord('J"" ill UdVHT\I'C HS ttlis Sit V{~', H lot of W{'Ilf' HilI! 

tCIlI' (Ill ti>i" end Ilnd Ilelp' witi> some of tile fl('('l";SIlI'Y 
flIlIlIlCIIlI;' ;\1)' plans Ill'" to ('olltilllJ(' Pllllifl,; OlJt ilooks 
1If),1 l,ool;l<'[s on tlte diffei'('nt Illltiolllditi('s servifll': ill 
tllf' \\'1I11"II'SS liS tilllC' alld flll)(!;; pCl'fllit, ovel' \II(' ),r-,\I',S 

to ("Ulllt', 

I."il)"tllll<llll't<' Vol. I sllolJld al Ion::' Iw;t Il(' IIvllil:1i,k 
1>'1 tl,,' tllll" ~''''lI 1"'lld tllis IInd will inl'llJdl' 0'111 told) 11 

'I"" 1I11 111/11' I,<)oldel to 1l,'('OIll(lHfl'l tlte I1ll1in hook, 'I'll(' 

l'I'i('" " ,~:III,fJlI pIllS $L,IIII i'ost'q;e, IIvllil"I,I,' tItI'Ol'!:It 
SIL,;I{l'NLN, alld tltis is Itig-Illy re('ollllllClldcd l 

r\hu f\J!'tll('()min~ ill H fllllH'n iSSIJt) of ~II'A(;RlINLN, 

a rinl', IlIlti>ol'itlltive IlI'tiele Oil tile SPIlllisl1 VollJfllccl's 
in tl", \\'lIff"n-~iS ill' tlte flot('d Itistol'ian l'u!'/oS ClJi)/lIll'l'o-­
,JlIl'''C~O (t I'll w:11I t ,'d t;y Antonio i\IIIIj()~,), Tills is Iln illlpol'tllllt 
pi pc!, Ilfld 1'111 clelig'htcd tI\IIt it will Ill'peH!' I,,'I'(! 1'01' tlu' 
ril's! tilflf' in LIIglish, You CIlIl Illso he Oil tit!' lo"kollt 
fol' \l IlIlITI!>"!" of gTi'llt pitotos of Wuffen-SS 1"'I':;()nlllitic"; 
Hnd fOI'{;i~~'TI VOlllllt('(lI'S in ('olfling issues, 1T1",;t of wlli,'It 
Il1lve IIl'Vl'l' t)(,rOI'(' I,een pllt,lisitcd, Tllllllks to 101111", <iOllll­
tioll:; IIlld 11I1I"'it1lSl's H sizlIlJl(' lllllllt)('I' of ('xt['('lrle]y r~()od 
itpllls 11IIV,! tlll'lted lip I'('cently Illld YOII will Stlll't se(!illg' 
tlll'1l1 with SI{ I:;:;IIV #,1:" Tite featured ('ovel' pitoto 1'01' 
tllIlt i';;,IIl' is on!' of tite I!lOst striking' lie! ion/III',ignin 

pi{'~~ I I!(IVi' eV{'I' ;;P("II! 

()n ()t)lt'r' frollt..." tlCJtil or tllC ('ld(II'ly !1WIlI' ('f'i!lliIlHI,~1I 

tllllt till' tl,S, fOl'l'il>ly ('xll'adit('<! to titp S(cvil't llnioll 
IIIIVI' died, UTIl', Fcod"I' Fedl~l'enk() WIIS kill"d ily 11 fi!'llll~ 
"'Iliad, ilt OIlP point in til1l(, OUI' ()~iI (,Olllll,i"",!"; let it 
"lip titlll: "\Ye 11I1V(' notltinl; Oil tllis guyl" Hilt llt"y still 
Illllllllged to l~'<:t lrim ex('cllted wititout h(,IlI'fit of jUI'Y 
tl'illl "I' tlte leglll gllllrant('l's Il,'('ol'dl'd \I,S, l.'itiz"lls ily 
(Ill!' ('oll,;titlltiull, So 11111<'11 fUI' tltllt little ol>sta(')P' '1'11(> 
other lI wnr criminal," Karl Litlfllls, stJPp()~;edlv died (If 

Ill'lll't fllilll!''' 1IIId Otll!?1' ,'olnpli('lltioll'" lie Itn.! no jlll'Y 
trial, f>itht'I'. Aho, tlH! 11<1"'-lItll ('HlIlplt h(' \V/lS Stlpl'()sed 

to itIlV(! ('Olllfllllntll'd Ilt l)of'j>Ht (Tal'tlll, I'>,tolliil WIIl'1I 

11I~ WIIS L I yelll's old, Itas )','l to "I'peal' in 1II1Y I'ccords, 
offi('illl (ll' otlll!!'wise' Its n,lCI-,'xist"lll'(' didn't stop 0111' 
SI'CI'PI [,oli('(,III('n find tlteil' fri"llds in tltc 1«iB frolll CIIlTY­

illg 'llll tll"il' dllti,'s' If 111('se flll(! J\llIc!'iclIll ('itiz,'ns c/ln 
hp sitipp.,(1 10 deatlr UIl SIIl'It flil"SY, [I<lIl--existent pl'elniscs, 
tlll'll we Hl'e Idl ill t[,(lItI,I,,! 'I'lte lH'xt 1lf'I'SOIl li~l'ly to I", 
S(,lIt to tll,' Sovil,ts is rlllllOrl'd to I", 11 !'alvillfl patriot, 
WilDS" jOlll'llIilIStic efful'ls dlll'ing' lilt' Will' IIpsct tll" "Nllzi-­
tWllt"I'S," No fl'eedolll of spe,'I'I1 UI' fn'('dolll of tite press 
fOl' tillS I~II\" Till' only sollltioll 1'01' iti'; tYI'I' of "tl,O"!',llt 
Crl[!!('S" CHIl t)(~ H fi['ifl~~' Sqlllld~ 

------------

~J(JW /IV/IIU\II! I I 

rhe WarfplI-~.i!.J dud tlH~ rv1.allrlt~dy "' "inl 

(IS pr~~;t~nll!d hy r~ay t,1!'ITiHrn ill 

the :'hld IfllerllcJliunal P.evjsi(}111~~t L~unfen~nc,-~. 

1""I(lot's "11", LlIr()pe"'l Vol'"ll.eer ~'luvelll""t ill W\vll" 
by f~lc:hcH"d l.'i[~I!\"Jl~llr. 

f..(ichard l arHf\,.Jl:dll 

L)ux 51:! 
(]lend"le UI< DJ'!'L' 

WAFFEN-\\ BOOKS 

SOLIl/\TI:N, I\At-:~ll'II:I{, 1\,,\~ill{i\l)IN V()I. III 
hy W(Jlftl:HII~~ Vopf'-I'SHI; p"tdlc,I\P(j by tll(' ~s "'!'ldpfl1.\)!d" 

I)ivisiurl V('t,'r"IlTls Ass(JI'inl I()n. 
Tiris i, l",tllll11y till' 1'''111'111 V"IIIIII" III IIIl' ""II,!"c'lc' 

(nllll()~;t (~n("y('lt)IH'c1i(') hi.<...\nJ'V of the :ll'd ~,:-; [)Ivi ,lOll "I'll 
tprtk()pf!l; VohUI)(' II W!l~~ .'~() rnH~)siv('l tllld it W,'\', dl\'if11'd 

into tw" plI I' ts, Tllis ("ClV('I'S till' l,istOI'I' "I' 11", 1"II,illll 
frorn f'lIrly 1 !I,I:! "\ltil tl,(> ("Id of S"ptl'llt\H'I' I !ll:I, 1:", ill,: 
in SIJ('11 ('vents n.'" tilp df'lIth of !lip divisi()!I,'11 ('(1111111.'111<11'1' 
(Ogl'lll'. l':i('~r», /lilt! till' r""jol' bllttl(>s rill' hl"II'l;ol', hlll'-,k 
Ilnd tI", illillS positio"s, Aiso ill<'I",lf,d " Ihl' ,'oll'I'I,'I,' 
ilis!ory of tll<' ss HI;1. ",[,II"It-" (fol''''''1' SS II{ !I), IIlld ih 

operlllions in NOl'way Ilnd J-'i1!1111l", 
l'nll'til'llily pvel'Y pili'." (:lJId tll"I'(' /11''' :i'iil ClI IIIf'III) 

is fill"d witit I'/I('(! pilot os, d(lClIII)f'nts nllri 11l"I'S 1111<1 "tl"'I' 
illustrations, rl\HkiJlr~ tltis VO}IIJIlf' jll"" nil (1\lf'['\'",llf·1111IfL'" 

f'xpel'ience jllst t!) g"lfiTH'p throllgil. 'I hj", l)(iO\' I', HfI i{1(T!'.j 
ilde ItI'l,il'vellwnt in i\;;!'lf, ('l)V(,I'IIl(; 11 villll plll't ,,f 1,,,1,,1'\' 
in thp 1I1ost cOfllprph(>t1siv(l fl1Hnr!ej' pn';-.., jt)J I' , 1.:1f";',r', 

11l1l~iSiv(' for ITlIIt, C;PI'flllttl text (hut thllt ~,II()t!ldlJ!t >....:1\lp 

nnyoII<! l:iv"1l t ite 1'.I'<'lIt pictol'i,tl cOlltellt J, IlII" /Ill 1"'IIlI,',J 
on" ~li('k pllp<'I'. thi,,,,; VOitllllP IIlld Ill<' (Ithel'~ ill '!li e

, 'd'I)I", 

(ahollt 1 wo 11I()j'f' to 11,(1), H['t' i1ilOlly re('Ollllllt'lI f l('d' llrtJ"\l!" 

tllllllt,'ly Ill<' pl'i,'" [[lilY 1)(' f/lidy slt','p ilt till' 111111', I'"I 
if yo" ('/Ill 1111'(>1'<1 it, by idl IIlP/lII'; 1'''1'1'1111';'' il' 

Till: ,tUNE t:I(S( 'II{)()I.S 
OFFI('J-:I{ TI(i\ININ(i IN TilE \Vi\FFI':N-SS 
I,y IL ScllIll,.,p-l\f)ssens; [,Ild ,,<ilt ion; 1':Il!',li',II/( ;('1'111'111 

tt'xt; 4:1O plq~''';; 1,23 pilot os, cital'ts, Il'''!,'', d,lI'lIll1(,llis, 
('olol'pd enclp"!,PI's IIlld two ('olol'eci pili t "S, 

An ~xterlsive, ('ssenlill1 work on wilat Iln~ h(~(,f\ Il ~,!)IIj{'­

witat complicated Hn<l III11Cil IIl/llil~!wd s"bject. COIl<"'Il­
tl'lltinl; on SS ,jllnkel'scllllle T()(~lz, tltis ilook pl'ovid,', 
the fil'st cl('tllil(>d ('Xlllllifllltiofl of every fHcct 01- \\'~;S 

offil'('I' tl'lllIlir'l; for tile fil'st tilllp ill t-:llf;lisll, ,\hl) "!)""II'cl 
ill dl'ptll till' SPOl'ts Ilnd atld"tic 1'1'01';1'11111';, till' II'IIillllH'. 
progl'lllIls fo!' tile WUI' disnbll'<! (ev"n tite 1111<11)' wOllndl'<i 
und blinded Wl'I'P g-iv(,rI 1'c\l'Ilining- tlll'oll~';1r It Vf'rv inllflv!ltiv(> 
flPPI'OIl('Ir), tile training- COllrs(' fOI" (i'>I'lI1l1l1ic I'Oillllt,,(,!,s 
Hnd tit" vlIl'iollS spl'cilllly Hlld I>l'Il1l1'll--of-';{,l'vif'(' SCII''',[S, 

Till' t(lxt is dPlllill'd, litCl'lItl' Ilnd ('olrrpl'l'il<'fl',iv,' II"d 
IlI1SW('!'S flill)' CV!'!'Y c!lIll'l;C IInd flllsp st,tlC'III1,,,t .'\'e!' 
III III Ip ahollt \Yllffcn-SS tl"/linill!', flll'ilitll's, 'Ill<' pilot"" 
(1nl! illllstl'lItions, III1H1y d(!/llin~; wit It 11011--( ;('1'1111\11 VOlllllt(','I'S 

ElI'C slll'''I'il nnd 'lOll Inny lIot .. 1I f"w tl'III,:' 111111 \':('1'" 
not C'v('n fllentloned in t/II' clIptifJn, slwll :1', tht' fIlII' [1!I()t l ) 

of H lfkf'nillilln SS off'il'('I"S' tI'Hiflirlj': (,i!J .... s Id tilt' /);111','1'1' 

(;r('TlHdif'I' Scllool 1\ ien"';('llillg- on pll~:'{' :~{)~I, 

TIIP Hut/IOI' wn~; tltl' lll:~t ('orJllllHndel' ot >;;-.\'.1S '1"1/,1/,. 
wlto Hlso fOl'lIwd (lII,d 1111 111 ('d) tlrp :IKtll SS Ilivr.-;ioll Nil",l­
ungell H (n1so ('()vel'pd in thc' text). ~..;() II!' ~dlllW'; prlilllltl!\ 
I!lOl'(' HIHIIlt 1 hi...; :-;Ilhj('(' t till! 11 lInVtHIP. \\ 11;1 t i .... i In flll'dlil t f'l \' 
npllnl'('flt 1tf'tC'!' rC'I-HJrllj1: tIJi~, t)()ok j ..... tile VlI:,t (h'!~rt'{' {It" 
:-')llpP('iorit\ of till' WHrrPfI ~;s tr(\irtilll~ s('lluois (I"t"r" 11111111<1 

Illlytlting Ulnt wellt he!'''I',' IlfIci pl'"I,,,"I\' IIlo"t "I \'.I,,,t 
hII'; follow('" ;;ill"'" Tlri,; i" IIlllst l'<'H,lillg fo,. III1:"'lIc' illt('I'­
('stet! ill tl,,' hasil's of till' \Vaffell'S;, Hlld 1IC1 fi(,,,I>! \\111 
filiI! its WilY illto till' lilH'III'i"" oj' IIlosl PI"':,"llt ,I"y 1111111",', 
H('II<I('llIi,'s IInd tl'/lillllll~ fal'ilitil's" Nlltlll':lll"" "~III"",,'I, 
(lxpPIlsiv(', lllll w('1I \Vtlrtll It. It ('!Ill bl' {)!"t!t'l't1r! tlll(,!!;:ll 

SII':(iHlINJ:N lit ',,)) .. 1111 pilI" S'.',IIIII""tl'l','" 
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SS BRIGADE "SCHUlDT" 
AND THE STALINGRAD RELIEF EFFORT 

Oil l'i 1~"v"llIher 1'1,12, a Illa'SIV<' Red Arllly <If111ur"d 
ulft'I"'IV" shattert'd the \lOll Hiver Front to tllC north 
of Stallngrad, splintering the Italian, Homanian and lfun­
garlan dl'fcflSive forces into pani('-stricken fra~~J1Ienrs. 

Thf"St~ (;crrJtilJ1 allies had tht! manpower but la('ked the 

Will dnd the It'aden;hip to stand up tu the resurgt'nt l{ed 
Army, III addition, their own arIllored forces and their 
anti-tall' capabrliries were alltiquated and nearly useless, 
One ft'tofllliug (;errnan panzer divbion was in reserve 
ht:llIH\1 the crumbling Axis arlJlies, but it alone was unahle 
to stop tile ~oviet otfensive. Even then it has been stated 
that Ollt' more fully equipped (;errnan armored regiment 
lIli)!ht have prevented the encirclement of the 6th Army 
ill ~talingra(j that took place on this day. But such was 
not the c.:tt>e. 

With an "norIllOl\, gaping hole in the sOl\tl,ern part 
of t Iw Faste rn F ron t to fill and the la rge (;e r llIan forces 
in (ht~ t 'allC~-ISUS f("gion being threatened. something had 
to he dOlle fast. improvisation was the order of the day, 
and any battle-worthy contingent that could be spared 
for anion was given consideration for use. The Warfen-SS 
was not left OUI; it was requested to dig into its "reserve" 
pool to make a contribution. Unfortunately, its three 
major divisions (1st, 2nd and Jrd SS I'anzergrenadkr), 
were being refurbished in France and had been tied down 
there longer than anticipated due to the "Allied" invasion 
of North Africa and the resultant complications from 
that a'-lion. So they were not imllle(jiately available. 
And f",arly every other segment of the Waffen-SS was 
fully engaged elsewhere on the Eastern Front. That meant 
that the rraining calfl!,s and homeland garrisons had to 
be comhed out for experienced troops. 

In early Pecernber a couple of Waffen-SS contingents 
halj been zeroed in on. (lne was the "Leibstafldarte SS 
Adulf HItler" (;uard Battalion in Berlin, which was nomin­
ally Ibted as VII. Battalion/I.SS i'z.Gr.Div. "LSSAII"; 
its troo!,s were all front veterans, Another unit that 
was available was I.!S~-1'0Ii2ei Infanterie Rgt.1 from 
the 4.SS-I'olizt'i Grenadier Div. that had been refitting 
in "<1st i'russia. It was a veteran element as well and 
nearly ready for action. The idea was to combine these 
battallulls into a regimental Of brigade strength hat tle­
group along with troops from assorted Watten"S~ specialty 
trdilling sl. . .-houls. 

On 4 flecefllller 1942, aUlhorization was granted to 
form this ad ho<...~ Ilbrigade,H under the command of SS­
Stdll<Jartt'nfuehrer liinrich "Kal't'n" Schuldt (a f()rnH~r 

Navy C'al'taln). Schuldt was a natural selection for this 
r,)Ie, as during the previous winter he had directed a 
IlllllIl'er uf mixed emergency groups (based on his SS 
In(.Rgt.4), during a very critical situation in the central 
I'ilrt of the East"", Front. liis success at handling make­
shift fUf('l's had clearly made him the top candidate 
for his new position. 

ss Brigade "0c hulut," as it was called froHl rhe start, 
qui. kly dsSt'ml>led a staff and staff cOlllpany frorn reserve 
pools and replacement units. The VII./"LSSAII," with 
a staft, staff cornpany and tllree rifle companies, I'ecame 
the iirst hrigade unit, tl,ough it was not at full strength. 
It had to kave the equivalent of a tull company behind 
in Berlin t() continue the tradition of a "Leibstandarte" 
guard tro,,1' in the (;erman capital. The I.!SS-l'ol.lnf.Hgr.1 
was added on paper to the brigade and it was commonly 

designated SS-Kampff~ruppe "J)ietri<'h" att<'r its (om­
mander, Sturmilannfueitff'r lJi,'trlciI. This battalion would 
make its way s('p<lrately to the brigade assemhly area 
in I{ ussia. 

On I> December 1942, all of the brigade el<'ments, 
including a new heavy weapons company under Ostuf. 
Dresl:her which was assignC'd to VII.!"I.SSAfl," were to 
begin making tlleir way by rail to the Easrern Front. Tite 
structure and comrnand roster for SS Brigade "Schuldt" 
initially looked like this: 

Commander: Staf. Schuldt 
Adjutant: llstuf. Molt 
Ordnance Officer: Ostuf. Vogel 
Staff Company containing the following el<'m<'nts: 

Motorcycle Messengpr Platoon fronI the SS MotorcyciP 
ReplacemC'nt I\n. in Ellwangen 

Anti-tank Platoon from the staff troops of the lVaf­
fen-SS Comrnamier-In-Ch ief for the Netherlands 

Combat Engineer Platoon from the SS Engineer 
Replacement Bn. in Dresden 

Signals Platoon from the Field Command Staff of 
the Heichsfllehrer-SS (Ilimmler) 

VII. Bn./" I.SS All": 
Permanent commander in llC'rlin: StUt-Flt. Ernst Mayer, 

who had been rendered unfit for frontline service 
due to his severe battle wounds. lie took over the 
guard company left behind. 

Commander during transport: I!stuf. Ilelltler 
Commander after arrival in Russia: I!srtlt. Ott 
Commander as of 31 December 1942: IIstuf. I.Flntschpr 

1st Rifle Company: IIstuf. Ott, IFlter ()stuf. lIorvFlth 
2nd Rifle Company: Ostuf. Leiteritz; wounded during 

disemburkation in Russia and replac<,rl hy Ostuf. 
Knoesel 

3rd Ri! le COnIpany: Ostuf. Blullck 
4th lkavy Weapons Company: Ostuf. [lres('her; 

this company was assembled as follows: infantry 
gun platoon from the staff troops W-SS C-in-C 
"Netherlands," anti-tank platoon from the same 
place and combat engineer platoon frofl[ th<' SS 
Engineer Heplacernent Iln. in })wstien. 

I.!SS-l'ol.lnf.l{gt.1 (SS-K(;r. "I>ietrich") 
Commander: Stubaf. Wilhelm Dietrich 
Staff Company: Ustuf. Kersten, then Oberjunker 

Schroeter 
1st l_:o11lpany (portion of it only): ()stuf. Tigge 
2nd COlllpany (intact): ()stuf. Waldnlilnn, then Ostuf. 

Drieske 
3rd Company (portion only): Ostuf. Schneider 
4th Company (portion only): Hstuf. Schwarting 

The first elements of SS-Bde. "Schuldr," consisting 
of the staff, staff company, I./VII./"I.SSAH" and part 
of 4.!VII./"I.SSAII," arrived in the threatened city of 
Millf'rovo on 16 Il,~cernl"'r 1942. The formation was as­
signed to Army Detachment "Fretter-I'ico" and was 
given orders to assemble at Meschkoff and then dig-in 
in the hills surrounding ttw town to block off a Soviet 
advance. 

Just before midnight on 17 Dece11l1'er, the hulk (lf 
VII.I"LSSAH" reached the rflilroad station in tIlt' southern 
part of Mt'schk()ff. DuI' to the close proximity of th,> 
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frl)llt thl~ unloading of men. vchil'ies and equipliH:llt had 
to pr()(,-·t~t-'d with utmost haste, and this proct~dure \I..'as 

further llillnperf'd hy the bittt~rly ('[)Id wt'atlwr. To tol' 
it off. a Soviet fil,hter-oomlier attack interrupted the 
IILt;itlsranc1drre" disembarkation and caused significr1Ilt 
daJflilgt~ tu the train statlnfl as wt-:ll as casualties to the 
trouJ's. !lotll ()stuf. Leiteritz (CU of Lnd Co.) and llstu!. 
!lell!kr (llll. ell) were wourllkd. alld early Oil the next 

day, Iistuf. Ott took charge of the ullit. 
SS--h:(;r. "Dietrich" (I'uli7ei Iliv.) had a more chaotic 

j{)urney to rhe brigade assembly area. it had IH:"PIl sent 
by rail to TSl hertkovo from where a rruck convoy was 
tt) tilk" It to Meshkoff. However. hefore it had ev"n 
arrived at Tscherrkovo. SS-K(;r. "])ietrich" had had some 
of its troops siphoned of( for other emergency dutics. 
The hulk of the 1st and 4th Companies along wirh a portion 
of the battalion st"ff had been re-routed to Zschertkovo 
to help stop an enemy arl1lored breakthrough in the st'cror 
of I'Jth l'ilnZ(~r Division. This cuntingent kd hy IIstuf. 
Scllwilrting. would In fact rwvt'r join rh!' hrlgade but 
would ifls[cad link up with the 1st SS I'z.(;r.lliv. "Leibsran­
(Ltne" in early February 1941 near h:harkov. Thus from 
SS-h:(;r. "Dietrich." SS--Ilde. "Schuldt" only received 
the major portions of the battali(,n sraff and 2nd Co. 
alollg with small contingents from the 1st and 3rt! Com­
panlcs. Promised Flak and anti--tank trtH)PS were not 

initially available. 
IJuring the evening hours of 18 December. SS-KCr. 

"fJienich" reached the brigade and was sent to Nasaru(f. 
about 6 km to the west of Meschkoff. In the meantime. 
VII./"LSSAII" had already gone Into action in the hills 
about 3 km to the northwest of Meschko(f. This was 
a relief attack designed to save elements of the Hth 
Italian Army which were in full retreat. After fighting 
a delaying action. the battalion disengaged and fell back 
on the northern part of Meschkoff "t around midnight 
on the 1 Hth. On the next. SS-K(;r. "Diet rich" was inserted 
in the main defensive lines around Meschkoff. 

At noon on 19 December. a Russian arrnored force 
approached SS Brigade "Schul<1t" from the west. driving 
towards Nasaroff. A violent battle developed in which 
the SS troops were able to destroy four enemy tanks. 
This caused the Reds to break off the attack. but recce 
tfUOpS ubserved a nwssing of Soviet infantry. transported 

Star. ~;chlJldt and Stubaf. [)ietdch discuss the battlefield 
situation. 

in u1l'tured Italian [rucks. to th.~ south", .. st. In th" ni,:ht 
of 19/2l1 Il("-l'm\>cr the situation at Ml's<"l)koll )!f('W 

more seriolls. A pair of I{us:>iall tanks broke thrntl)~h 

the lilWS of Brigade "Schuldt" and raised hal'(" in the 
rear area, dt'stroying three tru"~KS ttlled with (;ermnn 
wounded in t he process. FrH~lllV forces wert' also f{',1()rtl'd 

in virtually all directions. Awar(~ of lhr.' danf~(~r()us ~1r('di\:1 

!IIent filling the bri):;l(ie. ArlllY DctachJllent "!'f<'ltcr -I'i, 0" 

gave it tlH' go alwad to withdraw from Meschkuff. 
At midnight. Brigade "Schuldt" I'ullt'd out ur Mes, hh(lff 

and tWKan withdrawing towards M illl~f()vo. Ilut not far 
down the road a 00viet tank force put in R surprist' :q)­
Iw,Hanc<: and effl'ctively sl'lit--lIp lIIuch of the SS task 
forc(,. I'arr (If VII.I"LSSAI!," consisting of 1st ('0., the 
bulk of Lnll Co. and parr of 4th Co .• fought its way t(l 
Millernvo und('r Ostuf. Dahl (l'x--Poli:'ei Ilivisionl. TI,,'s(' 
troops wcre then at tached to the Jrd Mountain Iliv. and 
reorganized into two cOlnhat companies whkh Wt'rc 

ciesigTlClted K<llIlpfgru!'pe "1);\111." ,(,flis tnr("f' \\'ilS Iht'Jl 

('au~~ht lip in rhp Soviet (~llcir(>lt'lnf'f\t of M illt'f()VO al(lll~~ 

with 4.110() (;('f1llan and 12.11l111 Jtnlian trollps. '1'1", SS 
men \Vt're gellerally held in r(,serve for use in C()\Jnf('r­
attacking enemy penetrations. The siege of Mill('rllvo 
lasted until I') January 1(4) when a successful hre"",,ut 
was ma(l<>, By 10 January. K(;r. "[)ald" had rt'jlllncd SS 

Hdl'. "Schuldr." 
While Ostuf. Dahl and his men made the ir way to M il­

lerovo. the other components of Brigade "Schuldt" t>q,an 
to regroup at Donskoj at 0400 on 20 Den'mllt'r 1945. 
All that now r(,mained of VII./"LSSAII" was th.- battalion 
staff. a part of 2n(j Co •• 3rd Co .. and engineer ilnd heavy 
mortar platoons from 4th Company. After it had r(';lS­
sembled the hrigade continued on in a southeastt'rly 
direction. passing through the .Jablonovaja and Bolschoja 
sectors to SSlllolin on the Metschettka Creek. Ssmolin 
was reached at 14.30 on 20 Decemher after some 70 km 
had been covered In a motorized "march." Here the SS 
men were able to rest for the first time since their tront­

line deployment. 
On 21 IJecember, most of the brigade. except for the 

supply troops, was sent west to fortify the nearby village 
of Kijevsky. In the night of 21/22 Decembpr pOSitions 
on the wPst/southwest part of Kijevsky were fully occupied 
and extended even further westward. At the same time 
the survivors from various dispersed Army artillpry and 
anti-tank units were incorporated into the brigade and 
used to strengthen SS-KGr. "Diet rich." An entire emer­
gency "march" battalion was also latched on to. 

In the early afternoon of the 22nd. an enemy arm()[t'd 
attack was brought to a scre .. ~ching hillt through the 
destruction of four of the advancing tanks. But a neif~hh()r­
ing Italian unit was unnerved by the incident and began 
an unauthorized withdrawal. As a result. SS-K(;r. "Ilie­
trich" was ordered to extend its lines to cover the i(ap 
left by the Itaiians. Only HO men were available fnr this 
task which really required the services of a full battalion' 

On Z l Decemb,'r. Army Detachment "!'rettt'r-i'ico" 
ordered SS Rrigade "Schuldt" to sever the enelllY supply 
route near Roshek, 10 kms to the south. To do t!lis job 
properly the town itself would have to he taken. In Jlff'J'ilTa­
tion for this attempt. tl'" brigade rt'l<JL"fHt'd to Metsdlet­
tka. 7 kms to the south. SS-K(;r. "Dietrich" was deployt'd 
due north of Ssnetsc h in i I<ovo, a village a bout I k fl\ west 
of Roshek. while VII./"LSSAII" was placed to the north 
and east of Roslwk. Staf. Schuldt personally led the assault 
on the toWn on 24 llecember. In a swift. decisive 'lniu!), 
the SS tfOOpS seized Rm;hek. while knocking out (WO 

'1'-34 tanks in the process. One T-14 was captured in tal t 

alonK with a number of prisoners. 
Following this success. Staf. Schuldr tuok stock of 

the troops still left under his cOlllmand and t·q~an re"rgan-
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IZlnf( the hrigade unit~ "downward" to reflect the ,iI'pktion 
(\f personnel. SS-K(;r. "Oietrich" hecame the new 1st 
Co., with the remnnnts of VIl./"LSSAII" hE'comillf~ 2nd 
Co. and the Army March Bn. 179 heing used to constitute 
<l 3rd Comp<lny. The remaining troops <lnd he,lVY weapons 
clenwnts w('re ~imply <lttached directly to the "hrif(<ld(''' 
st<lff. Now only b<ltt<llion size at lwst, Ilde. "Schuldt" 
W.1~ rcchristf"'npd ,q 11(; fOUp" for ope-ration;}1 purposps. 

()n Christmas n<lY, Croup "Schuldt" found it~elf <In<lched 
to tlw XXIX. Army Corp~ St<lff under Gen. (;eier in 
K rassnojnrovka, <lhout S kms southeast o( Rosl"'k. At 
nlirlnif!ht nn the 20th, il powerful Soviet ilrlTwrf'd forcf' 
an<lcked the town. The (orernn~t tanks were knock('d 
out hut the followIng ones hrokf' into Kra"nojarovk<l 
ilnd hf'Wln mmhling ilhout at will. One '1'-11 sIlladwd 

ri)(ht through <l house will I <lnd drove on into the huildinf( 
thnt housed the supply troop from Whilt h<ld heen l./SS­
Pol.Rgt.1 (K(;r. "Dietrich"), interrupting the prepilr<ltions 
for a Christmns feil~t. This ilction enrnged Stuhaf. Dietrich 
who W<lS in the building at the time. Without hesitation 

he clambererl up on top of the tflnk, flung open the turret 
hatch nnrl shot all of the inrlivirlucll crew memher~ with 
his pistol' That was onc way to capture a tank intact, 
but it probilhly would never have happened if he had 

given it ilny forethought' 
l'ortun<lt(']y the Red infantry f,!llerl to follow-up on 

the armored breakthrough and when tne tanks were forcpd 
to withdrRw, the Germans still held the town. But Krassno­

jarovkR WRS now completely surrounded and orders ~oon 
arrived for the trapped troops to hreak out [lnrl eV[lCII!1tP 

the town during the night of 2)/26 Drcemhf'r. Thl'rp 
would he no more waiting aroun(j for <lnother Stalingrfld 

to occur! 
After throwing h<lck furthl'r Re(j nrmorerl onsl[lu~;hts 

in rhe early morning hours of 26 December anrl rll'stroyinf( 
two Illore tank~, SS Group "Schuldt" kft Kr[lssnnjarovka 
and hq:an moving to the southeast; K (;r. "Diet rich" was 
~tiil Tnotorizrrl but the "LSSA fl" troops hild to m[lrch 
on foot. The withrlrawal route led s()uthea~t through 
Vodjilny to RomRnovsky, where the ta~k force re~(rollped 
h'forf' m[lrching south to l'ritschensky. Due to the deep 
f'nrrny inroRds all over the piace, resupply had to he 
carrif'd out vi<l air drops whl'n pos~ihle. In orclf'r to ~eCllfe 
slll'plirs, units had to set lip Rp,reed upon recnr,nition 
si~:ns (usllally Swastika fbgs) that were visib"~ fwm 
thp [t i r. 

SS (;rollp "Schuldt" reached Prit~chl'nsky ilt around 
dusk on 26 Decemher and found it filll'd with rnilling 
RomRnian and ltillian trnops from units that had largely 
collapsed and evaporated. XXIX. Army Corps and Group 
"Schuldt" was now told to continue advancing towards 

the Skassyrrskaja hridgehead in the southwest where 
a link-up with the neighbnring A rmy Detachment "Hollldt" 
neederl to be mRrle. SS C;roup "Schuldt" spent the entirt' 

morning nf the 27th fighting off enemy Rttacks ilnrl when 
thing~ calmed down in the Rfternoon, Stilf. Schulrlt af(ain 

regrouperl his rlwinrlling commanrl. 
At 0300 on the 2Hth the march towarrls Skassyrskaja 

continued. nurinr'. a rest hreak a pair of Rrmored recc<~ 

cars suddenly appeared, sending the surprised SS troops 
~cu rrying for cover. Hut the vehicles wcre revecded to 

he "frienrl!ies" from a German Army unit, and the <llrlrm 

was soon over. Staf. Schu!dt appropriaterl them for hi~ 
use '111<1 they woulrl later prove helpful in escilpifl!_~ through 
enerny enveiopment~. By now the "hrigarle" had only 
R (ew functional motor vehicle~ ilnd these were relegflted 
to trRnsporting the badiy wounded and ne('derl supplirs; 
the soldiers were left to make their WilY through the 

derp snow on foot. 
When SS Croup 

29 Ilecemhl'r, Stilf. 

"Schuldt" re<lched Skrlssyrslwja on 

Schulrlt reported that his "ilrir~ade" 

was no l()nf~rr bnttlf'wofthy (lnd h~ 10ft for ~';)rts I!l1kno\\'Tl. 

It is thought that hp visited the FlIPhrer liP fnr n('1\' 
instructions, hut his (,X;1,('t WhPff'Hhollts fnr the next 

s~ver~l d;.\ys wrrf> not ff"cordrd. In Hny ('vpnt, CnTTlm;ulri 

of thf' "lnigncir" now pHss(>d t:'ntirf'ly ()VF'r to ~t1d\;lf. 

Dietrich. 
The brigRde wns outfitlrrl with ten new firl,1 ];itch"lls 

Rnd infnrmf'd that it WIlS to proccf'd to a refittinf( 'H"a 
on thf" nf'xt dRY. ()n "H1 D("crmhr.r f)n :ldV;1.Tlr(~ cnTllrnnndo 

arrived ,Jt tllf' ,iPsi)"natf'd refittinr( arf''' at Alf'xf'jpv I\'ith 
thE' ohjf'ctiv(' of linin~~ tip snmf' rllnff' nlotnr vrhirlC's 
fOf the hattlr>-f(roup. Th,' r(,q o( tlw SS t[(lnl'S nrriv,'d 
at dusk aftpr a diffinllt III ~,m f(lot J1Iilr"h. They t<'I'Prtf'd 
that thry h,,,1 heilr<i hf'avy f('"1firp f'Jn~natinv fWIlI tl'" 
dirl'('tion of Sk;]ssyrs1<_;]j'l hf'hind them. 

After a d:1V of rest, the ~S l>'lttl<',~r(lIlI' W;]S ;lIt',( h('<I 
to the 6th l'[lnZl'r lliv. IInciPf (;rn.l.t. PilIlS, 1\'11I'h WilS 
part of XVII.Army Cnrf'~/A rmy Ilf't. "fjollidt," nn i 
Januilry 1941. SS-llrifU"lr "Schnldt" was consirif'rf'd tf'rnl'f)­
rarily out of ('onnnlssi()n and thf' rntirr t:1sk f(Hcr ;ld('I,t<'<1 
the intp.rim title of SS-KflTnpf,(ruPI'(' "Ili('trid,," '1'" 
confuse thinr~s ('V{"'Tl further, SS-K(;r. "Dirt rich" \I:()llld 

remain fllnctioninr, eV('n Clftf'r l1rif~a<1e "S,-h(l1·jt" 1\',>, 

reformed' 
In any event, Bde. "S,'hllldt"!KCr. "11if'trich" was n"st 

ordered to rf'lorilte to KanH'nsk ilnd for th is 1""1'''s(' 
it wa~ givPfl a 17 vchir-if' truck convoy to tr;]nsl"Ht tllf' 
tro0l'~. But once Kilnwnsk WilS rCilched nn I Jnnll'lr\', 
the trllcks were rcc'ailf'd to XVII. Corps. On thr lrd, 
SS-KGr. "r)if'trich" TC';lchrrl its nrw r('[1.s~f'nlll'y <lff"a 
Rnd was quickly deplnvrrl in blockinr, [,<'sitinns in tlw 
~ector that ran fr"lll M:1kjf'v to Ai"X<'It'V nnd tIF'nl" 
to Kovylkin ,md n"kova. 1./1'7J;r.H,:t.i 14 "';]S now t"1111'O­
rnrHy suhnrdin'Hcd to thf' l>iltt Ir-f~rpllp. In terms of pt hf'r 
indivirlll;11 units, SS- K(;r. "niC'tril~h" ;llsn ('nnt:linrd th/' 

following: 

Staff I.!ss- I'pl.Inf. R 1:t.1 

2nrl Co./I./SS-l'pl.1nf.Hf:r.l 
:lrd Co./if;S-Po!.1nf,Hgt.l 
Mixed Iml'rovisf'd Rifle ('n./VIl./"1 SSAfj" 
Fn~(ineer I'lat()on/'LCo./VII./"1 SSA 11" 
Inf[lnrry nun I'I'ltnnnf,l.t 'o./VII./"I.~Si\ ll" 
Staff Co. (portion ol1ly)/VII./"LS~;AII" (1Istllf. I ;]ntdwr) 
Anti-tank llf't<lcJlTllf'nt 'lilt «(llwrlf'lItnilnt Wildc) 

In the coursp of lilnunry 1941, tll(' ktn'" ,UPIII'" 

sick and wOllJHif'd wl're pY'1Cuatf'd <lnd thr resllPI,ly prp",'" 
W<lS completf'rl. Thl' 6th PRnz.er Piv. hild hren f(iv>"n '1 

two-pronged missinn: 1. To restore <l ~(ap in th" frnnt 
north of TR7inskajil I"ft hy flcf'lng Italian troops, thr 
sllcce~~ of which np"r;)tion would cut off tll(' linf' (lf 
retreat of the XXIV. R"<i "(;uards" Tnnk Corps under 
C;en. Bad[lnoY. 2. Hold down thp fr"ntline~ 11('t\\'I'''n 

Morosovskajil and T"7insk;ljil. The first 'lssi,:nmpnt W;]S 
to he cnrri,'d oot hy <In <lrl11orrd t<lsk force hasf'.! "11 

the arrnorr<l rrccr detR('hpwnt, whilr SS-K(;r. "11i<'trir'h" 

anrl the rrmain<icr of thf' division t<'ok (arr nf tllf' l;lIt"r 
tm'k. In cnnjlln('tion with the ,)\l()VP, 11 th 1'7 .. f1i\'. \':;1S 

to h'li( Rnd destroy Soviet brf'!1kthrollf(h fnr' cs )1,':1r 
Tflzinsknja. /\ 11 opf'[3tioTls w~r(' to t,(, c;irried n11f \I:ith 

"da~h and pr('ci~i()n." 
In the m":lntirrw the portion of SS nil>". "sc'hllldt" thelt 

hild gottcn sf'l'ar;)tt'd frpm the mnin fore r cI"rin,; th(' 
rrtrt',;r from MI's<'hknff ill thr night of 1<l/lP 1)('(,(,I111"'r 
1942 (Le., K(;r. 1'1);1h1"). WAS h;l\.rjn~! its ()\l.'n prpl 1 lef11S 

in the b('sif'~~cd town of Mill~rov(). This C()ntiT1t~t'rH. t\l.:n 
comp<lnies in strpngth, drawn frnm l'ilrts of VII.i"1 ~S'\ll" 
ilnll I./SS .. PoUnf.Hf(t.I, carnf' III1<1er the c'(lnttol of (;r<'<l1' 

"Kreysinf:" (If Ird Mountail1 Iliv. in ~Iill('r(lv(l. 

At (1(,1l11 nn 17 f)rcrrnh"r I'Hl, tlw S(1virts iltt:l,'lu',f 
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the town from all sides with substanti;t1 armored support. 
Nllmterous tanks hroke through the lines, hut each WClS 
elimin"teo in close comh"r. Continuous fighting r"ged 
until OROO on the 2Rth when it w"s fin"lIy hroKen off. 
At dusK on the 29th, the Reds again assaulted Milkrovo 
frorn the north, west ano east, with extensive Clrtill('ry 
backing. SS-KGr. "Dahl" was kept busy all night long 
bFlttling off enemy attFlck wav('s. It was now known th;)t 
Millerovo was severed from the mClin (;('rman lines by 
three Soviet A rmy Corps (note: a Sovif't "Corps" was 
e'lulvalent to a German division). The raging bClttl(' con­
tinued on through 30 DecernlH'r and an attempted relief 
Flttack by 19th Pz.Div. from the north, WClS thwarted 
by a counterattack launched by 1 t Soviet riivisinns. On 
the) I st the fighting eased off hut M illerovo stili remained 

surrounded. 
On I J;,nuary 1943, the remnant of SS-BrigClde "Schuldt" 

which was not attached to SS-K(;r. "Diet rich" or encircled 
in Millerovo, reported in to the Army Brif(;H](> "Nagel" 
In Donskoj. This consisted of the brip,aoe staff comp"ny, 
part of 4th Co./VII./"LSSA H," with two light infant ry 
guns ano six anti-tank guns, and a portion of the I'olizei 
Mortar Bn. 15, which had 12 heavy mortars and fom 
anti-tank guns. This was to be the nucleus for an entirdy 
new Bde. "Schuldt," which was authorized to begin forming 
on 5 January 1943, at ahout the same time that Staf. 

Schllldt returned to the front. 
"Kapt'n" Schuldt had received a new assignmcnt, per­

fectly suited to his improvIsational commancl ~KIIIs: ilt 
0000 on 7 January 1(4) he was to t"Kc command of all 
dNachC'd mohile combat groups attrlched to Army (;roup 
"Frerter- Pico" and the stroni;polnt at Donskoy K rassnovka, 
The "new" SS-Brigade "Schuldt" (which to add to th(' 
confusion was also referred to as "Detachment Schllldt"'), 
was to hI' head quartered at Tarassovo and t"k(' its o[(krs 
direrrly from the Army !kr. tlD, except whf'n it hecanlC' 
n('c('ssary to assign It to tll(' '104th Infantry III vision. 

SS Brif,;Hie "Schuldt's" neighhor was to tw the improvisf'd 
Army Brif!'Hie "NAgel" and the houndary line h('tween 
the two formations ran through the following towns: 

Boundary t('[minating In the !lonez River, then prnceeri­
Ing through Jelan (occupied by Bde. "N'li!('I"), ProJ(noy 
(Bd('. "NAi(el"), and Blagoschveschtschl'nka (llde. "Schuldt") 
to RognAlik ('r('ek. SS Brigade "Schuldt," as r('constltut('d, 
now contained rhe following e\('m('nts: 

Staff, Stilff Company and Sii!nals Platoon with r:ommuni­
cations assistance provided through the Corps' Signnls 
officers. Attached to the staff was a Luftwaffe 
Observation/Signals Troop under Lt. Schreiher. 

Luftwaffe Feld Bn. 100 (composed of mixed units) 

4. / VI!./" LSS A 11" 
One company from Poiizei Mortar lln. 1') 
6th Battery/FlaK Det.43 ("HR" guns) 
4th Battery/Flak Det.IOO (2 cm guns) 
One improvIsed heavy field howitzer bilttery 
One inf;\I1try battalion comprised of soldiers dispersed 

from their original units 
Mohile KAmpfgruppe (composed of mixed units) 

One infantry battalion from 304th Inf.Div. with 

improvised motor transport 
Panzer 1)et.138 
Staff and 3rcl llattery!Luftwaffe Flal< n(~t.1 00 
The "Fuehrer" Flak Detachment (wh('n("v("r it arri,'("\ 

and reassemblecl) 

In addition to the ahove, other units would be add('d 

as rhe situation dictated. 
On 9 January 1943, Army Det. "Fretter-Piro" l:lIInr'lwd 

a relief attack towards MiJlerovo along the main road 
from Tarasovo. SS llde. "Schulcit" srwarhe:llkd part of 

th(, ("ffort ,1nd dro\'C' thr enelllY PlIt {)f his p(l~1ti('fl~~ :It 

the r();~d CllTV(" ;lh(Hlt 2 1\In to th("> \\'e~t of TIJrn\'/"'rn(f, 

which \V,,~ in turn 6 kill to the' snllth pr 1-1 ilk'rn\'o. flea\'\' 

casll<lltie" ,,"er!' infli<"t('d "I'"n til(' fnl'. ()" 1I 1:11111'lrv. 
SS I'dC'. "Sc'hllldt" W,'lS ordered to ,s('C'\Jrf' ;lnd d('f'~nd ~Llr 
VC'jc\'krl and then p'('{lnnnit('T the- nrt':l to tht· ~;()lIth(·.I·:t 

to SC'C' if :1 fllrthrT ndv;lT)('(, \\'as p()s~ibl(·. Aftcrw;lrrls 

thr rnllte pf :lriv;1ncp for :1 HIll mnn Tepl:1("C'TnC'nt tl:\t t:l1i(ln 

for ")rd MnLI)iv. had to hl" SC'C1lltrd nnt and l'Tclt(,("tl'd. 

()n the nrxt d;lY, S~~ nilf'. "S(~h\lJdt" \\,;1<.; ;lhlt' tn r t '1 11)rt 

thRt all niliC',("tiv('s h:1d IH"'11 S('('llfed ;lnd tll:1t th0 kpy 

Ilill ,nl. \ h:1ef ClI"" bren nc, IIl'i('rI, 
With this <l("cotnplislH'd thf" l)rif~Jld(' W;lS (\rd"rf'd b1CK 

to T:lr~ssovn to C<lrry 01Jt rr("ef' dIJti{~s :H()llnd th;lt trlwn 

nnd from f)onsKnv to Kp.s~nnvKH to m:1~:C' SlIrf' th~t n('l 

cncm y r(~inf()r('('rnf"nts got thr(l\q~h. The (i)~ht in~! nn 1I 

and 17 ,/;1nllary Iq,\ \ l)Clef not t',,"n (,;]Sl' ;]nd th,. liq "f 
rnslI<1lt irs for SS Hd(". "Sr"h1Jldt" rrfle!, fed thr sC\'I"rity 
of thE" cornhnt. f';'nrty .. tv,'o men hJld hC'f'n kill,"'d illllrllling 

thp (nllo\\'in$! fnllT officrrs: ()stll(. '{f"msit~\'l<r. '7./\'11./ 

"I.SSAIl," (Istllf. Friei1richs, 1./VII./"ISSlIll" :1nd t'\'It's 
Vorg"l ;]ne! Finster from 11./lnf.Hgt.S7C,/j()4th 1nL lli"isinn. 
In ;]dditinn, IIR soldiers incllldin" fOllr officers (nn(' fr"m 
the t'LSSl\lllt), h:1o bf'cn WfHlndpd nnd 1(1 N('()s {lTld TllPn 

Wf'rr list"rd as missing. 
SS Hri~~:1d(' "Schuldt" W;lS f;lvrn sf'vrr.11 nf'\V missions 

on the extrl'Jt1~ south flClnk of the Arrny ])('tild\Jt1l'nt 
for 11 ,Jnnuary. Its rnoSi irnrortn:Tlt :n::::sir,nmf'nt \I.',1S to 
serllfC Hnd K(,f'P or'f'n the river Cfnssinf ~lt ()rf~s,,'hkin 

rlnn OCClIpy n. strinf! of vil1:lgf"s rllnninl~ from I'li'lriin tn 

n("mi~('h(lff. H("c(lnnai~s;lflf'{' W:1S to be rnncilJ(,tf'd tn 

thp south I (";1[;'- Rnd nor t hf"!1st (If those'" tnWTls. /\ t t hp 

~nrn(' time cnnt,'lct \\';lS tn 1)(" m:lintrlinrd with thf" (,'\'t[l'nlP 

right winl! of \t14th Inf,])i,'. rWilr ()st""hl<in. T1H" "'il~;)lk's 
supply ;Hl(t Tnnintf'nfHH'p troops wcrp tn r('!(lC;ltt" to 
KnJT1CT1Sk ,lnd the stronpl'oint ()( l)nnsKov W;lS t() t~f' rurnpd 

oV('r tn I\d". "Nar:rI" ;]( Illidni"ht ()n rh(" 11th. 
SS BritUHit' "Schllldt" .spent tile entire d;lV Tnn\'ill~~ its 

f()f{'f"S to fh(" ;)s~i~!ned :If('';l. A "h;lrp. vi(dl'llt I 1,1~;h \\"ith 

tl1" Heds tooK 1'1",'(, ;It ()r,.schkin, \\'hi' h e",I,'1I "'i,h 
the enemy fnfc('s h('in~~ thornllFhly rnUff'ri. Thirtv ,(~II\'if't 

ne;Jd W("rf' left nn the' hi1ttlrfif'ld while twn pric;()ners 

(lnd rlnti-t<lnk ~!\Jn wrff'" captllrrd. Stnf. Sch!l1dt slIho:.;(' 

quently rnov("d his liP tll' to Oresdlkin ""cl I,v In\() I"" 
h,Hi h('('n nhlf' to rrpnrt thr Sllccf'ssful ,1( ('ornplishrncnt 

of all the d<ly's assi"nrnents. 
A hout 40 k nl to rh"'" snurh wrtS rhe hrip;,,~df"s nld c()rn~ 

ronf'Tlt part, ~S-K(;f. "l)if'tri( h," \\,.'hh h W(1S h()ldin~; dflwn 

the extf('rne Irft winl( of IIrrny Petad\mrnr "11"llidt," 
but it wotlld be m()re thim another month h.'f,'rr the 
twn fnrces linked lip il,~i1in, On 14 .Jnnll;Hv. :;" lidI', 
"Schllldt" was ord('rl'd to h"ld ;l!\ri defe"d f\ ;1Iit\'I'n,k.1j:l 
nno Novy .Jt:'ro('hin in th(~ KalitvirH"7 Sf"o('tnf, rlS str(Hl}~ 

('n~my ;ltta('ks \V('re ('xr('rt('rl therC'. lit this ,ime th" 
brig:rd<' lost th~ s('rvices of ],,,li7('i ~lort;1r ('0. I c, whit h 
was cI,..t ;]ched frorn rh(' for mCltion and "''1 t to h"1 p ,kf"nd 
the" l)nTls\{oy str()n~;p()int. To the nort11 ,'1 deep f'fl"lTl¥ 

pCnf'tfCltinTl WAS TTlndr nC';1f Karnen~k ;lnd S(lTl1C of the 
supply troops frofTt SS J~d(>. "Sf'bllldr" \\'rfr ~J'nt thF'fe 

to rf"infnf('(" K(;r. '1H;v'f," rffC'('tivr IS ,f:Hll1arv. 

.1,wu<lry l'i, 1941 also SilW a succ<,ssf,,1 he;],,,,,t m<lde 
from th(' MIIlf'rovo I'nel(er. ()stllL ));lhl's two ss c(lfn I'"'' if'S 
help<,d to spearh('nd this ('ffort <llonf{ with """I's fr"rn 
1rd Mnt.niv. :11ong with s{'vf'ri11 hroKen ftn.\i:ln IITlit,~_ 11/:­

spite ttll' vf'ry cold Wf'at tlf" ( nnll SCl";H:" fh,ilrillf! nlf' ',1,1-
lC'fov() gnrrisnn was Rble to effect ,t link-lip \1,'ith the 
Tl1tlin (;('rrnnn lin("s. ~S-l\ (;r. "I);lhl" then t{)(I~: liP fl('W 

dr(rflsiv(' positions tlrnund Petrov;] (e((e( five 11 I'Hll!:lfV 

I(H, \), heforC' Tf'jninilli; SS l\ri~;;ld~"" "Scholdr" nn ,') f;lllll;lry. 

In the mrnntimt', SS ndf'. "S( hllldt" h:ld 11/-'(~n pl;ll ed 

in Army l'lpf(lchfl10flt reSf'TV(' f-~nrf S:lW little ;\' flnl! (1'1" 
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sev~ral days. On 23 .hnuary it was lo('atf~d in thl' south 
pilrf of the city of Vorosschilogran, whl'rl' it rl'cl'iv('d 

thl' following reinforcements: 

Anti-tank Det.13R 
Puphrer Plilk Det. wIth onc heavy, one mediulll "nd 

one light Flak batteries 
I./SS-pz.Gr.Rgt.4 "Der Fuchrer"; stiffened hy two 

t>atteries from SS Art.Rgt.2 "D;]s R~kh," a platoon 
from lo./"DF" (engineers), 14./"DF" ann .1rd 
l1attery/SS Flak Det.2, all under the command of 

Hst\Jf. Hans Opifici\Js 
SS-KGr. "nahl" under Ostuf. Dahl 

The newly rd\Jrhished SS Hrigad~ "Sdlllldt" was glvf'n 
iln offensive assignment for 24 January: It was to adV;ll)('(~ 
to the northwest of Podgornoje and dE'stroy any enl'my 
forces th:J! h:Jd crossed thE' nonee: In th;]t dir(~('ti()n "nr! 
were moving southwards. In addition the area around 
the towns of Sslavjanosserbsk, Ssmelyj-Nfwo-C;rigorjevka 
and the terrain towilrds Sheltojil and nolf~oje was to 
be captured from weilk enemy forces anll held. Following 
illl of this, comhat strength recce troops were to scout 
the line to locate good crossing points over the J)onpz 

for motorized Rnd R rmoted forces. 
The Rtt:'lck by SS Bde. "Schuldt," which ran due north 

of H III 108. I to the northwest of Podgornoje, met with 
only weak resistance. The foremost elements, I./"DF" 
and Pz.Det.138, were able to Rchleve their ohjectivl's 
rapidly despite encountering strong enemy ilrtlllery fire. 
Enerny flnnk attilcks from Sheltoje and Polf;oje were 
pasi1y repulsed. By tbe end of thp nRY, arounn 100 Sovi('t~ 
had been killed and six of tlwir heavy fiel(i pleceR had 

lJel'n l'limin;1t p d. \1rig:l,jl' losces lotallerl (1nl' Killed ;]nd 
~ix woundc·d. n\lrin~~ thf' nil~ht of 7A/) r1 J;lrlU;lfV, hrip;uif' 
11() wns f"st;lhlishf'cI in 1\ l('x<1ndrovlr;l, ;uui thl' ;ltt;l( hed 

units, includin~~ 1./"1)1-'," \v('r(' positioned in the Tl";lrl'v 

hills and vill<1gf's. 
This night pTov('d to b(' onr- of thr ('oldest nf th(' winter 

with str()n~~, r~u~ty winds {lnll tempcr;HlIfes dippinf~ tn 
_lRo C. To nHlkf" mnttf"fS W(Hsr, rnnst pf the snldk'fs 
h(lci Ipft tl1f'ir h('(lvy wintf'T clnthin,~ t,,...hind bpfnrl' the 

ChlY'S action in ;, rnntnr v('hkl .. P:HK. Thr results w('r(' 
disClstrolls. Wh;lt thr cnmmllni<:::ts hrlc1 nnt ;1ccnrnptish e c\ 

on thl' hatti('fif'id. "(;en('rClI lVintl'r" did. \1v 1l1"rni!w 
fully SOn'" of tlw trnops hf'innf~ing to 1./,,])1''' rl'J'0r1l'd 

on ~ick cnll with frosthit,'! 
B~ thflt ;lS it l1H1Y, thc' war Wf'nt on ;lnd (In tht' ?r;th, 

SS Bdf':. "Schuldt" \V;lS nrile-f('rI tn rc'linqlli.r;h it~; p()~it inns 

and (ltt<lck Soviet Jw'netr;ltlons ;l(-rn~~ the Pon ne;H ::k!'l!n['" 

anr! J){)II~f}j('. Thl' III./Cr.HgrJ,Hl "'''' to 1,<, ;lIt;rdp'ri 
to thr- bri5~;HI(' for this nprrntiofl only. Aftt'n\';Hd';, Hill'. 

"S c huldt ll \\'(lS SlIppnsf'd to TC'f!rnllp in thf' Sf)llthr'rn t~;lrt 
of Vor()schilnv~!r(1d to rC:Tll(1in :lJ!<1in ill the dis,~()S:l! n( 

the Army [)f't;]chml'nt. 
Action::; on this d;1Y frll snmp\I,-'hnt short pf thf' l1):lr1-. 

SS BdC'. "Schuldt" was IInnhl~ to rc·g:lin tl1ll1 h tf'rrift 1fV 
<1nd h:Jd to ,[,('nd much pf thl' day trying tn r('t<1Ye th,' 
high groun(1 ~ourh(':Jst of Slwitoj(' which h:1d I'(,l'n ",'i7"" 
by thl' Rl'ris. For most of 26 :lnd Z7 Janllary, thl' l'ri\~;],lf' 
simply dug in whl'rf' It stood :In<1 f()lIl~ht off <1 number 
of Soviet nrtncKs, which Wl'rl' mostly in cornp<1ny str,'nf!th. 
On the 27th fl significRnt defl'nsive SUCCl'SS WflS rrchi('vcli 
and the hril(:ldp WflS able to r"port that annth"r HP enemy 
soldiers hnd bl'en captllr"c' !lTld rnore thnn I (i() nll1f'rs 
had hl'"n killPd. NIIlIlf'rOIlS Sovil't heilvy \\'r;'l'nns. in<\IIdinf: 

Mernbers of an entrRpped ~i~~' r'o1i7ei-r1iv. hattle qroup thnt r""qht ttlP.ir wny fr"". 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



t('n ilnti--tilnk guns, wer<~ illso destroyed. Th... hrir,nd ... 
was slJppl('mented on this day hy I./Art.Hgt.l35 nnd re­
ported that it had 15 operational armored vehicles. 

Staf. Sehuldt now sought to have all the parts of his 
hrif~a'k reunited (he was thinking in particular of the 
still ahsent SS-KGr. "IJietrich"), hut was informed hy 

Army O"t. staff that the hattlefield situAtion lVas still 
much too fluid to enahle that to tnk" plnee. A hOllt lOO 
kms to th ... northenst of Bd". "Schuldt's" positions, tl", 

first eontinw'nts of the "Lf'ihstandartc" and "Il"s HC'ich" 
Divisions had I)(~gun to arriv(~ from Fr;lncc. 

()n 28 .ranunry 1943, SS Bde. "Schuldt" was relieved 

hy C r"nan ier Hgt. 684 and relOCAted to A lexand rovka 
ann Rodakovo to prepare for further operations. In addi­
tion, 11I./(;r.Hgt.682 and I.IAR Br, were removen from 
the hrigade's jurisdiction, While PZ.Oct.138 nnd two Flilk 
platoons from the Fuehrer Flilk Ikt. were suhordinntcd 
directly to the Army Detachment. So instead of f;aininf~ 
str,-,ngth ns Star. Sehllldt had hop('d, the brigade was 
instead further truncated. SS Bde. "Schuldt" was ordered 
to relocate to Vornsehiloff on the 29th ann make ContAct 
with 304th Inf.lliv. in prepnration for an nnnrk on Bnlschoj 
SSllchodol, whp.re the enemy had constructed a small 
bridgp.head across the Donez. After arriving in Voroschillof 
onJO Jnnuary, l./"DF" was reinforced hy the replacement 
battnlion of the 304th Inf.Div., less its staff nnd supply 
section. 

The planned attilck on the bridgeheAd never deV(~loped 
due to an enemy breakthroUf(h and advnnce on Pf'trovka 
to the northwest. SS Brigade "Schuldt" WAS orderf'd to 
Intercept this communist forre nf'Ar Shiroki whilf' at 

the sam(' time maintaining tbe defense of Voroschiln(f. 

rr __________________ ~/ 

NEW AND AVAlLARLE FROM MUNOZ S00KS !! 

(INCI.IIDES 4,6S7 LISTINGS!!) 

D i ell s t a J t e r s li s t e 
der Waffcl1-SS 
SS-ObcrgrUJlpCl1fiillrer 
his SS-I-IauptstUrtllfiihrcr 
St;lnd vorn l. .luli 1944 $87.00 (postpaid) 

(m it N;1chtr~gcn his 7l1tn 30. I. 1945) 
List ings from ,)u ly I st 1944 - ,1anuary '10,1 '145 

l. i st ings of SS-Officers and SS-Officer Sehoo I 

graduates, names, ranks, unit postings, party 

and SS numbers, decorat ions, and much more!!! 

A 11 the SS officers from Hauptsturmfuhrer on up 

to Obergruppenfuhrer! VIII pp + 774pp, 18 full 

tahles, plus 10,3 illustrations of Haffen-SS 

genera 1s. A MUST HAVE work for a 11 serious 

stuof>nts of the Waffen-SS ! Send Ordf'rs To: 

1r.0.Box 7088, Flushing, New York, 11352 

Biblio Verlag, 051l:1briick 
AVAILARLF FOR IMMEflIAT[ DELIVFRY ! I !!!!!! 

The Lllt('r town W;IS to 1)(> IH'ld by lrd C'n_/"I1F" IInder 
Hstllf. Lf"x :llonF with ttH:) rn)!inppr plnt()f)Tl from ir'./"{)F." 
Ufl(li-r ()b('rsc-harf"phrcr Von U1('rst('in ;]nd SS-I\(;r. "[';,hl" 
(rorn VII./"ISSAII." 

On I Fcllfuary, the hulk of 1./"1)"r Fllehr('r" IInder 
flstllf. ()pfi<-i"s m;,df' " drsr'f'rat(' attf'mpt tn block off 
the Soviets at ShiroKi, "lit in the rnd th(' town h"tl tp 
he <lhnndon('d. Th(' foclls of the fii~hting th('n shiftrd 
to l'etrnvKa \Vhid, "'ns st<>urly defendl'd I,y 1st ('o./"i''''.'' 
<I pl;Hoon from 1<I./"IlF" ;Ind pilrt of Jrd IInry./Ss FI:IK 
Pr!. 2. All ('n('my ntt"l-k, I",rf' I\'('r(' "'['IllSi'd, <lnd SS 
R()ttPnfu('hrrr /ll'ider 1",1' c/f'ulf;lted with the Iron ('r()ss, 

1st ('lass on the Spot for destroyinf: five Sovi('t tilnks 
with his ilnti -t"nk gun. !lIlt dllf' to ;Jf>nrh(,f en('my I'l'n('trn­
tion ("fther to the north, the "[Jer FlIchrrr" Hdtt"linn 
had to 11(' withdr;l\vn to Vodjnnoj. 

()n tt", followinf, '!;lY, 1 ['('bfu;,r\" hoth the l\'4th Inf.I'il'. 
and SS HelC'. "Sdllllrlt" \Ver(' tr;llls(erred to th(' X X \ XVIII. 
I'z.Corps of the n('ir:hhorinR Arrny lletilctlll1('nt "Ilnlli<ir," 
and on th(' lrd, th(' hrif:;ldc was attach"ri to 6th 1'::.])il'. 
and irnmedint('ly SillY Sorne twnvy fighting. A flll/-scal(' 
enemy Assilult \VilS Inunched ngilinst the (;f'rmnTl I'()siti()ns, 
and 1./"OF" fOllnd !ts"lf fir:htin): for its lif". Hand-to-hilnd 
combat rilg('ci in the Waffen-SS foxhol('s, trenches ilnd 
In the neilrhy hlJllciings. ()nly rhf' intf'rvf'ntinn pf ~tukn 
bomb('rs nnd tnnk~ from 6th f'7.niv. milllili(('d to S<1\'(' 

the dily ilnd turn the lirif'. But severe In"f'S h'ld bc'en 
sustainf'd ;)11(1 il direct nrtillcry hit on the hattillipn Hll 
hnd killed rh(' command('r of 4./,,[)!,," IIstllf. 1101 k,'. 

SS IIrignclf' "Schuldt," along with 1',1n:-:f'rgr('n"dif'rs 
from 6th ['''.Div., acivilnceo to POI'()vkn Of) <I F('brtlnrv 
ilnd I'rocf'('ded on to Voroschilloff on thf' fnll<1winl' <I;IY. 
I'opovkn Wil,' f'Vn('lIntf'd on 6/7 February. and a np\\" '('.-ur­

ity linf', manrwci hy pnrt nf the hri);ade lIntil 12 1:,'I'ruiHV 
was s('t "1' ill tl)(' hills north of thf' town. Th(' I !th Sill\' 
Cl. r~npwf:d ~()vi("t offpnsiv(' d1Jf' south or Voros(" hilnvvrnd. 
rlnn thr hri;rndf', \vh Ich WAS in t h(' C011r<:p of nF'~-'d('d Tf'­

gr()lIl'in~~, had to h(' rllsl)('<I to 1(l4th Inf.lli\'. of XXI.:\rrny 
Corps fOf ernPff(ency dpplnymf'nr. This callsed th,' reunion 
of thf' hrigndf' wIth SS-KUr. "f)lptrlch" to 1)(' p()s\J'onf'tI 
ngnin. 

S,I'; 'hi~~;HJP. "Schllldt" r~a.ss(>mbl~d in Krrls.snnskij nn 
14 F'>brU'HY, wtlPrr. it was at the disposal of XXI.Armv 
Corps, On thp I Sth it wns S('llt towards {}sl'enkil to provide 
sUpport" for 72nd Pz. Division. lipon Rrriving in its new 
ilrcn, Bd('. "SchiJldt" wns (If'ploypd in thf' hills 2 km to 

the llOrthw(,Sf of '-uto);ino, and for the n('H few dn\,s 

d('ff'ndf'd this sPctor in fif'rcp fightinr:. Dllring this stru):;zle. 
individual I'nsitions fr('<]llf'ntly chall)U"d h;1Jlds s('vefill 
timf's OVF:r. Th{:, flrf';-) \Vas CV:lcllated pn 1H Fehrll;lrv nnd 
by th(' nl'xt dilY, Brif'. "Sdllllnt" was hil<:k lI11<1('r t1](' (nfltrnl 
of Arlny 1)('1. "!'r('tter-l'ie(>" in the vi(-inity of Adri:l11('I'ol. 
/If'r(' rh(' brigno(' was finally rejoin",1 hy SS-r.:(;r. "[ 'il'tricll" 

and a m'·ljor rf'fltrllcturing got llndcfWnv using ~()Idi('rs 
frnm th(' 1st, 2nd nnd 4th SS llivisioJls. TIl" hrh::1dt' strlle­
turf' tll;lt r(',ult('d IO"Ked lik,. tllis: 

Cntnmilncll'r: St,~f. SclllJldt 

Adjutnnt: ",rur. Molt 
StaffjSt:lff ('ompilny 

SS l\;ltnllion "llietrich" 

('''lnmandf'r: Stubnf. 11i"trio-h. "'1'1:"-"<1 h' [Iqllf. 
Lf'x Oil 1\ Ff'hruAry 

1st Co. (Hifl(' Co./"Il!''' Rp!.); /lstllf. I,', 

lnt! ('0. «(orll1f'd from trno!'s "f V[I./"I SS.'\ 11" ;Hltl 

1./SS-l'o!.lnf.Pgt.I): ()stllf. J\n()('s('1 

lrd Co. (,am(' cOlTlposition ;1S 2nd (·n.), (ls('lr. />;l!1I 

4th co. (flenvy Wen pons ('"./''Il!''' P1:t.): Ilct"f. "q __ 
I'ling('r 

2nd !I;ltt('rv/sS,'\rt.Pi?t.? "llH" 
lrr! l\ilttrry/SS-FlnK ]l,'r.! "I Jp" 
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A portion of the "Fuehrer" Flak Detachmpnt 
It is not clearly known whether or not some of thp 

preViously attached A rmy and Flak troops rprnain('d 
with the hrigade. 

Regrouping continued until 22 F"hruary when thp brlgad(~ 
was put on alert. An enemy force in battalion strength, 
with heavy weapons support, had secllrpd and fortifipd 
a ravine to the north of Utkino and the brigade was ordered 
to eliminate this penerratlon. Prepamtions for this under­
taking got underway by Rn. "Dietrich" but they were 
brought to a halt when a new emergency arose. A stronger 
enemy force had gotten a foothold In the Vassjukova 
(:orge near Baschtewltsch, and Bn. "Dietrich" was needed 
to dislodge it. 

The march to the new locale was a different one, hilm­
pered by heavy snow drifts and clashes with dispersed 
enemy troops. However, on 23 Fehruary, fin. "Dietrich" 
began its attack towards an enemy-held destroyed village 
at the far end of the gorge between .Jelisavetovka and 
Schterovka. The SS troops were supported on both flanks 
by Army units, and had good heRvy weapons backing. 
In a brief but violent clash the Reds were pushed out 
of the town and into the wild and rocky ravine. In this 
type of terrain the fighting was particularly difficult 
and both sides took high losses. Stubaf. Dietrich was 
wounded during the afternoon but he stayed with his 
men until Staf. Schuldt ordered him to leave for medical 
trf'atment that evening. Dietrich's replacement was 
listuf. Lex from the "Der Fuehrer" RRt., who had com­
mRnded the I st Co. In Bn. "Diet rich. " 

By now, Stalingrad had gone under 3nd the Soviets 
were ahle to concentrate on ririvlng westwards, so each 
day the pre~sure increased on the mlx('d :'Ino sCRttered 
(;prman forces thClt opposed them. On 24 Fehru:HY, Bn. 
"j)ietrlch" reported observing strong en('my unIts advllnclng 
towllrds Vodlno throuRh the Olchovka Valley. The hrlg:'lde 
orriered the battalion to take up defensive positions to 
the eRst of B3schtevirxch to block off this :'Idvance. In 
th(' course of 24/25 February the SS troops of Bn. "Die­
trich" fought off a numher of t:'lnk supported ('ne my 
probing attacks with the backing of Stuka riive bombers. 
The harta lion wa~ able to report the riestruction of two 
of the three enemy tanks involved in the fight. 

On 2') February, SS Bde. "Schulrlt" was reinforceri 
hy a filII regiment from the 62nd Inf.Div. along with 
the assault gun detachment from the 19th Pz. Division. 
The brigade was then given a major mi~sion to carry 
Ollt using these new components. It was to seal off a 
gap in the llnes near Jelisavetovka, with the aim of secllr­
ing the h ills to the east of the town. The att:'lck was 
to he carrieri out in conjunction with an offensive operation 
by the now fully arr ived SS Panzer Corps. 

The cMefully planned brigade assault heg:'ln at 0700 
on 26 F(~hruMY with a Stuka bombardment of the enemy 
positions. StIlf. Schuldt directerl the operation from the 
forem(,st clement and as a result was lightly wounded 
:'It abuut 0900 anri was forced to return to his 110 in 
Nitovka. At 1015 he was visiteri by Cen. Fretter-Pico, 
the cnmmnnrier of XXX.Army Corps, who gave him his 
hest wishes and congratulated him on the successful 
development of the attack. By noon all ohjf>ctives had 
bf>en attained and the pursuit of flceinf{ Red soldif'rs 
had begun. Blit any serious follOW-lip action h:'ld to he 
put aside, since the regiment from 67nd Inf.Piv. was 
now irnrnerilately withdrawn frorn SS llde. "Schuldr." 

In the following days, the brl)(ade relocClteri 1'0 the 
nl'halzevo sector where It was engaged until 7 MClrch 
in maintaining the link-ups hf'tween XXX.Army Corps 
(facing east) anri IlI.Pz. Corps (facing north). Many small 
engagements were fought durinR this tlrne. On 7 March 

the "l)rtS Hri('h" ;lnd "ner FIIPhrpr" t"rof)ps th:1t rrlTl:linrd 

with thl' hriW'op \Vf'r" orderpri to irnmediately r('tllrll 
to the 2nd SS 1'7:.lliv. "0;" H('ieh" (which w"s in thp 
viclnHy of Kharkov). via 1',wlo)(r;](1. This f>(fl'et ively 
r"ducerl SS Hdp. "Schuldt" to;] hollo\\' shpIl, hilt ;( fI'rn";Il('<I 
in ("xistf"ncf" until 1 r) M.'lfCh 1()41, Whf'fl thp slIrvivors 

of VII./"LSSAII" :Jnd l./SS l'Cll.lllf.I()~t.1 W!'r!' "'Ilt 1.\' 
train hnck tn th(" 1)"hic;l ~)S trHinin~! cnrnp in PCl1:tlld 
for rpst and rc'fltting. 

It h;:Hi 11C'c-n (l sllprrmrlv tryinr, timc' :lnd thp I1H~lTlbf'rs 
of the irnl'TOvispd SS Ilri)(CI'Jp "Sch"ldt" h;1(i dOllp all tililt 
was r"quirpd of thpm, (Jpspitl' the tf>rrihlp w('alher ;,nd 
the chaotk hattlef;pld conditions. Loss('s Wprf> SP hif!h 
that all of Tt1/' ori)(in,ll intfH't units that ':oflll'ri.,,'d tilf' 

brig;]op., cpaspd to pxist as such and 1l;l!1 to I", rehllilt 
as rapidly as possihlC'. Bur tlw hprnic sacrificps "nd 
achievl'ments of SS IlrifUl(Jp "Schuldt" o('s('rve an hOT",ral'I" 
mention in thp P;]f'('s of the history of Ih" lVafff'Il' SS, ~ 

~: - :) 

FAlIMElI'S IH)(ll<S 

Sp<~<:hlizirlf( ill r:(~rrT1aTl Milit;lTY ifis'."y 

01 World War I I; 11 

1)"1". SS 
I' r). 11" x ;' I 1 1 

~li<;<;irlTl Vi"jn r: 1\ ,,"ri'In III 11 
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THE INDEPENDENT COMBAT ACTIONS OF 
SS-KAMPFGRUPPE "DIETRICH" 

4 JANUARY 1 9 FEBRUARY 1 943 
A frer le'lving SS Brigade "Schuldt," SS-Kampfgruppe 
"Diet rich" ("LSSAfI" and SS Polizei Div.), was assigned 
to the Army K(;r. "Unrcin," led by Oberst Unrein (CO 
of I'anzcrgrenadier Rgt. 4), on 4 January 1941. In addition 
to Pz.Gr.Rgt.4, the battle-group contained II./Pz.Rgt. I I 
unner Major Or. Baeke. KGr. "Unrein" was deployed 
In the Verchne-Obljvskiy sector. Upon Its arrival in this 
arf.!<1, SS·-KGr. "Dietrlch" was forced to launch a counter­
attack, with the support of tanks from KGr. "Unreln," 
j''"t to rcgflin and occupy Its assigned positions. 

In the course of (, January, SS-KGr. "D" was withdrawn 
from the front under the cover of artillery fire and was 
thpn ordered to Kovytkln, from which point it was to 
take up defensive blocking positions In the A lexeJev 
area. At 1 R30 hrs., the process of loading the SS troops 
and their equipment into vehicles began prior to their 
transfer to A lexejev. Four trucks were available to trans­
port the "Leibstandarte" personnel, while two more were 
at the disposal of the battalion staff and 2nd Co./SS­
Pol.lnf.Rgt.1. The men of 3rd Co./SS-Pol.lnf.Rgt.1 were 
to make their way to Lugovoj, some 12 km away, hy 
riding on top of tanks and in armored scout cars. In addi­
tion, the blHtle-group's recent fatalities were to be trans­
ported to Kovytin for Interment. 

When the "LSSA fI" troops reached A lexejev tbey were 
deployed in front of the town along the Stalingrad railroad 
lin(', in positions which were only 250 km due west of 
Stalinf!rad. They were later joined hy the men of the 

SS-Polizei Div. companirs. ()n rhr SS bnttalion i('ft WCl' 

the Army Antl·tilnk P('tachmt'nt "JR. SS-I(Cr. "j)ietrich" 
was subordinared to I'z.(;r.Rgr. 114 unrjrr ()berst Zoiirnk<>l,f 
on 7 Jilnuary, anrl three Army "'if-propelled Runs W"I(' 

attached to the SS commnnd. Towards evenin~! on th(' 
7th, some Russian filiding parti('s hf()k(' into th .. north('rn 
part of Akx('j('v hut were subsequently thrown out in 
a rApid counterattnck and I('ft 7.0 of th('lr d('nd h('hlnd. 
To the southwest, Army I)(~t. "llollidr" had h('f~"n pulli,,}! 
bnck to th(' west of Morosoff so It was only a nlfHt('r 
of time h('for(' th(' Alexejev positions had to gn. 

On 9 .ranuary 1943, SS-I(;r. "Ilif'trir"h" s('nt out '''S;l1';l 

troops to prohe the enemy lines. Afterwards th(' Reds 
responded in kind with n vigorous attnck on the h"ttl('·· 
group's positions early in the morning of 10 Janunry. 
The fighting contln"erl until noon wh('n the communists 
broke off their assault. On I I January, SS-Ker. "Dlerrkh" 
WflS pulled out of Alexejf'v nnd was ordered to proc('('d 
as rapidly as possIble thrOUf!h Tazinskajil nnd ~lassi()f 

to K rassny (iornjak, (, k m to the W('st of M asslof. Thf' 
Reds were mak Ing a concert('d f'ffort to hr(,llk into the 
rear of the C,..rman fnrc('s before Rostov In this g('neral 
areil. 

The front on both sid('s nf Krilssny (;nrnjllk was hf'ld 
by the hard··pressed P7..(;r.Rgt.7, and SS-KC;r. "llietrkh" 
was instructed to relnforc(, it. lIpon arrivinf!, the SS 
troops wer" flung into vio\f'nt fi;(htinp" :1nri hCHri (Ios(' 
comhat r:1Eerl aro"nd th(' town thf()\lf!h()ut 11 .JClfluary 

Stubaf. Dietrich [left] with officers from his IHlttlp-qrollp. 
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and into the eilrly morning of the 11th. Tt\(' pressure 
WilS th('n tClken off somewhilr by il relief nttrICk Imlnched 
towards Milsslof hy 7th Pz. Division. Although this op('ril­
rion ultimCltely proved indecisive, it helped stBbillze 
the shilky front, ilnd the men of SS-KGr. "I)" were able 
to ('njoy a calm day on 14 January. On the I '>rh ilnd l(ith 
the hilrd close-in combilt resumf'd ilnd in the midst of 
it the SS battle-group was ordered to relocilte to a spot 
about 8 km south of Karpovo-Ohryvskiy. 

On 17 January, SS-Ker. "0" travelled through Forrhstadt 
to 01chovskiy where it was attnched to (ith Pz.Div. and 
given a new assignment. The bnttle-group Wils orderprl 
to put scout troops into opemtion in orcipr to maintnin 
contact with nelghboring units ilnd to keep tmck of any 
enemy movement across the Donez, pctrticularly at night. 
SS-KGr. "I)'s" other mission was to prepare random "hreak­
water" defenses in case of enemy breakthroughs in thf' 
sector facing west anrl southwest from Ravine /IS anrl 
the village of Kossovyj to ttIP open flelrls betwpen the 
r'lilroad line and the Donez H Iver. To the right of the 
SS battle-group was Group "Frilnke," which consisted 
of pC10rly armed comhat troops ilnd aSf,orterl soldiers 
who had been grouped together indiscriminately after 
returning from home leilves, while on the If'ft WilS the 
R gt. "Huene rsdorff." 

SS-KGr. "Oietrich" stilyed in plilce on the western 
edge of 01chovsklj until 3 Februilry. In thilt time there 
was only one day of heavy fighting or close comhilt, 
and thilt was 27 January. Other than thilt, only scouting 
operations ilnd occasionill skirmishes took plilce. Durinl( 
this period of time the hattle-group r€'reived the ~€'rvicps 
of the light Infantry gun platoon of 4th Co'/VII.!"LSSAII." 

On 24 January the HQ of 6th Army in StillingrCld nn­
nOl;nred its intention to slIrr€'nder as soon as (pnsihle 
and by I Febrllary all German reslHnnce In thilt city 
hnd ceased. This meant that milsslvp new Red forces 
would be aVilllnble for use agnlnst the (;erman troops 
to the west of Stallngrarl. Prepilrations hnd to be mnde 
quickly in an effort to stem the flood. 

, Frilrtln.ry, SS··J((;r. lI1)irtrich" \\,;lS frfnnved from 

control o( 1I1./lnf.Rgr.12 0 /1(1('th In(.I)i\'. ;1nd sent 
I S km to thC' \vrst in the l.ipo(( Sf,n~:nn()ff Sf'("tof, where 
it WilS attncl",d tl' Ohprst R"dt's llnd )'7. I);\'i';"n. Tt", 
hnttlr-grotlp had bC'('n frducrd in si:~f' to two cnfl)11(lnies, 

onc "LS()AII" <1nd nnf' "SS Pnli7f'i," nnd :l.",snrtl'd st;lff 
tr()()p~. ()n thf' 4th it rntf'fr-d the linC's, f;l("in,! sOllthw;lf(1s, 

with the uLSSAJ'" Co. h()ldinJ~ J1(\siti()Tls frnm KTlClC'sf"l, 

I 1 km norrh··northwest of Wer,",) ~s:l'nnnff t" rl", cast 
pnrt o( th(' town. Th(' ")'o1i:-('i" Cn. then t<'oK (lVrr ns 
far as th(' n,,)(nnoff Hnvinr. Th" linps ,·,,\lld nnly pr rnClnn('d 
by strnn)(pnints plarrd nt striHrf(h" intrrv:1ls. A 2 ern 
Flnk platoon undrr Lt. )\");'liny Wrl' pl:1,·cd in sc'I'I"'rt 
of tlIP hrlttlr-);rOllp positinns. Thr ri"ht··hand n,,;,'hh'r 
of rhe SS trool's was the Army H i(I,' IIn. 14. 

Th~ nC'xt few day::;; ~(lW ,'l cOfl!-:idf'rnblf' amount of t'Tlf'mr 

mOVf"rnpnt <lnd rf~connnis~:1ncp. ;lctiviti("~. A rnnjpr RtI<~sian 

ppnrtfntion F:omr I)t) km to fhp northwf'st nnc(' ;H!,1in 

cf-llls('d thp C;Pfrnnn front to cnntrnct ;lnd t'('~;in ;1di1Jstinr~ 
h:lckwrtrd.s. For onc whole d:J'r', SS KCr. "I)iefri<'h" W:)S 

I('ft on its own to dl'(rnd ntl cxposrd ;1111:11' whcr,' th(' 
front vrprprl off sharply from thl' e;lst to rhl' s(l<lth, [><It 
no pnrticlllar proh]rms d('veloprcJ. In the late ;lfrf'rnoon 
of <) February, th(' ,SS battl('-group ""ns relicw'd ]'1' 11. 
and 111. I"'ttillions of Inf.Rgt.C,KI <1n" was trnnsfprrcd 
hy trll(l<s from the divisi()nal SlipI'll' ,"nlurnn to the ,1r('a 
due rast of Sv('rplnvsk. 

SS-K(:r. "1)11 nnw h:ld It tftH:ks nnd t\vn m()t()rc\'{-I('~ 
(on(' with :l sidr("<lr). 'lt its dis),os,,", hIt thf' tr<l,ks h;,d 
to h(' u!->pd for hfluIing slIppli('s, tllllnitinn~ ;HHI field kit('hrns 
and \Vrrf" thlls not ahle'" to trnTlspnrt rtny trnor.s. ()n 1 Cl 

Fehr(J<lry it WilS rumored th;lf the b;"'ttlr-I:r()u), wOllld 
eithrr br srnt to join th,' (ith rz.lliv. or SS nd('. "Schulrlt" 
ilnd on thp npxt <lilY il fpIV trucKs arrived from S~ Bde. 
"Schllldr" to tr{1n.srnTt the SS Ilrltt.:1linn to K T.1s.snndoflsK. 
It W~1S "Knpt'n" SchuIclt's srconn ;:lttf~mpt tn rf.'~~.1in c()Tltrnl 
of th(' hattlr··f,roup h('(orr snmron(' els(' I;]t,·hed nn to 
it F1g:1:in. But on('~ n~Fl.in $ornrthing C(lm~ lip. 1\ n~w Snvif't 
brenkthro,wh to the south of Voros(·hil<wprCld (";1\lScd 

Stubar. rlietrir:h presp.ntinn rip-coraL ion!:; to his rnr.n. 
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SS-Ker. "flietrich" to be rushed to the south to join 22nd 
I'z.lliv. in Cln attempt to block off any further Red ad­
VClnccs. It WClS subsequently posted along n line running 
from Volnuchino to Kruglik to Malaja to Nikolajevka. 

On the 12th, SS troops had to reconnoiter thC' ClrC'a 
on foot (due to a heclVY snow storm), Clnd found it to 
he still free of the foe. By 13 February, SS-KCr. "I)" hnd 
occupied its designClted line Clnd had scouted the terrain 
to the southwest, west and northwest. While the villaf~es 

were found not to be enemy occupied, somC' enemy cavnlry 
moven",nt to the west and northwest had been observC'ci. 
On thC' 15th, Unci Pz.Div. was ordered to fClII hack on 
Vrlto,,-hilovn. While accompanying this division on its 
withdrawnl, SS--K(;r. "P" was ordC'rC'd out of line to h('lp 

(;ebi'l(sj:wj('r RI:t. 114 cI"rH out yet nnother enerny 
p('netr;ltion near the lIills 220.) nnri 199. With the backing 

of three nss:l!!It guns, the "LSSAII" C1nrl "Poli7:pj" Com­
panies WC're able to tf'store the situCltion by thC' OnsC! 
of dusk, following whl, h thry continued on to Voroschilnv;l. 
The next day was P('''C('flll, hut the SS rnen r('nL1iT",d 
w;uy and on thr al(~rr due to the uncert"in milit:ny 
situ" t ion. 

The 17rh of Frhru"ry ,,,w rh" hnttle-grollr cnnt;lin 
a small Hcd hrr"kthrollf(h in the hills north of Voros<.'/,iluv<1. 
During Ill" rv(~ning hours, SS-K(;r. "n" srrvrd as rbr' 
rrarguard for a general wlthor:1\val frnm rhp arra, bUI 

no rnerny T"ltstilt was noticed. On tll" nrxt day the b;1ftlr­
J~r()tlp reached P('tro Kr:Js..sno~s('lj(' Hnd took its lp;1\,p 
frorn the 72nd 1'7. Ilivision. AftC'r Cl long ","s(>ne(', SS-Hn. 
"[)j(~trich" W(lS thC'n nrdc-rrd to r("join thr SS Hrh!:td,'" 
"Schuldt" on 19 February I (j,t 1. ~ 

SS-fORTRESS-GRENADIER RGT. "BESSLEIN" 
In rnrly I rj 4S, all milltnry twining "nd r('pl"cernf'nt units 
in the vicinity of flresl"u were rnobilizpd to help deff'nci 
rhe thrratf'neri city. Under the corie-n"rne "Action (;nei-­
senall," these troops were forrnf'o into special h"ttle­
,(roups, aTnong which was the Fortress Rf~t. llr('slau "I)" 

undrr Ostuhaf. Iksslein, rhe comrn"nder of the SS Infantry 
nun (Close Support Artil1rry) Training School ill Breslau. 
This unit soon I'"c;]rne the SS-Fortress-(;r. Hgt. "I\('sslrin." 

The I\('girnenr was corn prised of l'i individu,,1 cornpnnks 
form('ri frorn the following elements: SS-Inf. (;\In Training 
& Rcpl"cel1lpnt Bn. I/Deutsch-L!ssa, SS-!'z. (;r. Training 
{j H"I'laccnlt'nt Hn. I/Br('sl:1I1, and the SS NCO Administ ra­
tivC' ~;' hool/llr('slau. The following Army elrrnrnts also 
\l,:f'rp incorpnratcd into th0 r(~gim(':nt: (1 portion of th~ 
Army NCO SdlOOI at Strier(au, the J)riv('rs Hepl;]c(,f1l(,llt 
:md Tr;linin)( Detachment 2K in Srhwt'irinitz "nd Ih" Vetcr­
innry Tr;linin): and Hrpl;lcement lktnchrnenl El in Schwr~id­
nit?:. The rq(illlental order of hattlc and ('olllT1land roster 
IO(lkf'd likl' this: 

Corn rn;1Tldcr 
SS-( lSlubnf. Ilesslcin 

In. (Chit'f-of-Stilff) 

Hauptrnann Eberhnrd Seiffert 
1. Hn. 

ilstuf. (;rC'ger 
IT. Iln. 

flstuf. Zirlske 
liT. Bn. 

H:wptrn,1nn Sommcr {frorn thr Arrny NCO School 
ilt SI rieg,1u) 

IV. Bn. 

Ostuhaf. Schrorl'winkel 

TI./"Brsf,elcin" "'"s attach('ci to rhf' (10<lrh Infantry 
Division and its commander \VilS killed in action in late 
February or ('arly March 1945. lIis replacernent was 
Hstuf. Zit7mann, who was in turn wotlnded and r('plnced 
hy IIstuf. l1oge. [)urinr: the fierce struggle for the besiq(C'd 
cily of Bres/au, the SS troops put up a p;ltticul"rly tough 
r('sistance and won the praise of the Hrf's];]u Fortress 
.omTllClnrlf'r. Thr('e 1llf'lllllers of Rr:t. "llesslein," Ostuhaf. 
llessll'in, ()stuf. Budka "nd Osttlf. Ro!'f' were decoratl'd 
with the Knight's Cro.ss for rhrir deeds durinr, the strUf!!:!'" 
for the eil y. (j 

Ostllf. Franz Bwlk". 

Ostuf. A lfr"d Rn!!('. 
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SS-SI ondnr1 ~n fll(>hr(>r 
.JOIIANNES HUDO!.F MUEtlLENKAMP 

PHOTO: SS-Stllhnf. .Tohnnn('s MII P l11pnknrnp flfl(>!' lh(' 
ownrd of the J{night's Cross, :1 S(>ptemher J 5112. 

.JollAnnes ~lu('hl('nknrnp wns horn in 1\1('lz, Lothring'en 
(LorrAine) on !l Octoher l!ll n, ttH' son of governrn('nt 
officiAl Emil Muehlenknrnp, Known AS "lfnnnes," h(' joi!wd 
the SS-StAndnrt(' "(;('rmnnill" in Sept('mher I !1:l4 lind 
11 y('nr lnler heC'nme ['lort of th(' fil'st ss offi('('r's trnininf; 
cOllrsp ot the SS-.Jllnk('rschul(> Ilrll\rns('hwpir~, In 1 !I:II;, 
with the rank of Unter'stllrl1lfll('hr(>r, 1](' WIIS nttne"",1 
to the Army's 2nd I'l1nz('r Division in Eis('nneh for llI'mol'",1 
worfllre tmining. 

Following n stint EIS n plntoon l('nrlPr, ~ll1('hl(,Tlknll1p 
nssurrlPri commnnrl of "(;(>I'mnnin's" 1 :,th I\lotoreyelc 
Heccc Compnny in 1 D:l8 nnd led it wilh consiriPrllhl(' 
distinction dllring the Polish Cnmpnir;n of 151:l5! Ilnd ll1e 
Western Cllmpnign of 1!!40. Tn the Polish Cnlnpair:n he 
herlHTle Ofl(~ of the first (;errnnn soldi,,!'S in the w'1l' to 
bp derornted with both r:Jnss('s of \11(' Tron (:I'OS';. At 
the conclusion of the Western CAmpnign, IIstllf. MUl'hl<'n­
knmp served fol' 11 time AS ttH' p('rsonlrl ndjutnnt of (:I'uf. 
['nul lIausser, thp. first commnnd,,1' of lhe SS-"V" (lItter 
"J)SS Heich") Division. 

fly 1941, Muehlpnknrnp wns in ('hnr'~':(' of 1I1P. [,PC('P 

rl('tl1('hlllent of tl1<' "])I1S Hdch" Divi:iioll which he l('d 
will] vigor in the YIIgoslAvin Crrrnpair:n nnd the (,llI'ly 
stnges of 11](' Will' with the Soviet Union. At th(' Y"hlVII 
Hiv('r b('nd in Augllst 151'] J. 1\1111'Idpnkllrnp pprsonlllly 
1Nl A scouting pnrty through difficlllt sWHrnplnnd find 
suff('r('(1 multiple sevcre wounds wl1<'n h" WI1S cl1llght 
in 11 Soviet mortAr hnrl'ng('. lIis ndjlltnlll nlllllllr;cri to 
hring him SRfp.ly bRek to the (;prmlm iin"s. Mlleld"nknmp', 
strong constitution Ancl ntlit\lde hl'lp"d him to flllly ree()v"r 
in only R few month's time, 

Now heAring th" (;ermfln CI'OS, in (;old. Sll1l'mhnnn­
flll'llI'('I' MI!('hJ(mknrnp wns Il('xt giv('n thp. joh of fOl'lllilrp; 
I' tllnk d('\llchrn('nt for till' 1':lIrop"IITl ss Vf)111I11f'('I' l1ivi:;i()1l 
"Wikillf~" in porly 1!147,. 1If' slJils('(jll('ntly Ipr! this IInil 
in IlI'tioll dllrinr; the SlllTHnPl' offr'nsivp of 15).-12 Ilnd plflVPr! 
A nllljol' rok in 0](' ('onq,,,'st of Ih" k('V cily of H",;I()v 
(Sf''' Sit #2:, for df'llliis), Thi, hl'()IIf':I,1 fll)()ul the rielrly 

WAFFEN-\\ 
PERSONALITY PROFILE 

df'S0l"Vcd Il\ .... rnrrl nf tilt' l(nll'll1 f
,; ('r()'~',!lI ~tIJh.'lr. '\111('hl"1l 

kllll1l' Oil :1 ~('pt(,llll)1'1' 1'1,1',', 
''-In!'hlpIlLltlllP ('Prll iTlIII'd to l('nd ~~>~ I'~lfl'/,f'l' \llteil11fl!: 

;, d!l/'irq~ tllp rlrivp in fl)(~ S(lvif'l oilfH'l(!'~ III Ilt(' '1llllll 
nf 111f' ('nll<'n~ll~ 1\1()IHlllljnt~. TIH~ d"tnr'1l1111'llt lH'l'fljl':lllV 

distin~~lIisl){'(1 it.<;cJf ill ll('tinrl Ilft('r 111'lion 1!1rHl~~,!dl' 11](' 
If(;r:rfllonin," "\Vf'"tl,.nd" nnd I!Nnrrll.qrllJ" f{('~~llll(llltt.; nf 
th0 "\vikingl! Tlivi--..jnn. 

In J\lf!rTh J H·l.'{, ss Pz.i\ht. Wfl'~ nl'd!']'!'I] ()\pllndl'd 
into El rl/ll·t..;(·nlfl rpr~'ifll('Tlt wilh th(' ndditlflfl nr :!rlnlhl'l" 

IH'nlOr('d dpt11t'I1!Tlf'nl. tholl;:" nt.; il tllf'!l(",rj filJt 11li'~ f'lf'f1]{'Tlt. 

lI./SS-1'7 .. Hr~f. ;1, wOldd nnl hp r'rnrl\' flq' 11'-.("' fnl' 11 f1111 
Y(,llf'. In 11\("' mf'nntilllf', 1./~~~-P~7,.Ht~·1. ~) Illlrl fn 1"1'f1lllin 
nt 1"0. fl'on! nnd wnt.; ('nf~np:p(1 in Ilf':IVV df'r('fl';ivl~ fl~:htlll[: 
on tlH' middlf' non Hivcr, fH'nr hlHll'kf)V Hrlll T :jlJIll, In 

th(' I1r('n w('sl of I(hnrkl)v nnd ('11,,1 nf hip\, 111101 t!l"1l LiI pr 
on thp Pnpipl' Hivpr Ilnd III ('h"l'k.]."\,, III ~!IIr"" I!I!I, 
II./SS .. Pz.HI:l, S finnl1v \\'('11\ illlo w'linn. I""di,w 11)(' 
slI('('('ssfuI "\\'iking'" rfrnl't In r~li('\!(' 111P f'Tl"if'!'lpd (;I~rll1,'ln 

for'cc's Ht I'()Wf'J. '1"110 f'ntiJ'f' ~~-··P'/..Hi:1. ;\ \\'Jl', 1111'11 ['1Ill/'cl 
hnck into "n1IlTHI nnd lJndr'I'W('llt r(,rltl inp, lIt fill' ~~~...; I r:lirllrl:~ 
C/lIllP 1I"i<i,'ltrr:f'r 11('111' 1,lIhlill 1'1'''111 ,\I!I\' In ":11'1\' ,llill' 
1!1J.), 

1V1l<'1l ~S "z,Hr,'!. " 1'"llIrtH'<i In t!lf' fl"'Il' I" 11", \\"",1 
of I\owpl. thp flOW Ohr'l'stlll'rllhnnnfllf'II!'p)" ~11!p'11l/'nL'111lr) 

)r.d it H~'; P:tf't nf n }}ll'~),('f' t!\\'ikitli~!! 1\1l!1l!,rf'.l'!l\l]H'. \':111"11 
ir(' wns Ill", in eirH,,!;" nI', On H .IIII\' I !lll, :-;;; '" :1' "\\'il:i",," 
rnr.t one ()f tll(, ~(J'('f1t0~.,;t ('ilnllf'n(;('~ in till' dlvi',jnn'o...; !ll',lnrv 

Wir(,11 n 1()lnl nf l"n Hp'l Hin" Ilivi:<inrl'; tr"d 1'1\',' H'I[',,<i,'" 
(tllI''''P ()f th('11) 11I'fllOrf'ri), I'nll"d lip 11)1' (;"1'",,"\ 1'1,,,,,1'111)('" 
And horc· down on 1h(> l!\vikifl~~·!I po~..;ili()Tl'~. Tllflll:;ll VII',,!!\' 
olltr)llTn~)('f'pd~ !\111f'hl()TlklllllP h'd hit.; r011Wlq'-.II,\,1 1':111'/01' 

tr'oop,-, in IIfl illlll}(>riin1r c()"n1prllttHf'k. 11) (\r1P 11.'1\' ()f 
unl'c'l('n1illf~', vin1f'lIt ('olnhnt, tlH' !l\\,il,jlQ:" ~,nll!i(\J', 

drst ['oyed 1 O:l Snvi('1 t nnks flnd J'P .... t I)r,.-.(j 111(' InJl ill rir' rl'f).-j VP 

linrs. Tllis irHTf'dihJp Ilrllipvt'rnpnt hl'f)ltf~l1t tllp divi ..... j(ITl 

nnd ()';tllhnf, MllPIrI"ni<:ll1lp II PI'()lTlillf'1l1 lllf'llti"n ill 111<' 
IVPi11'nlll<'111 r 'nfTlfTllllliq'l(' for 1 I .'"IV I !I,',I, 

1\111('hl('nkllrnp wns Ill<'f) pr'olllnt"rj In StIlTHinrl"llf""hl'f'I' 
nnd nssllrn('d 1('I1)POl'ArV eOllllllllnd nf 111<' "nl il'''' "\1 ikinl," 
Division on f) A'w'lSt 19'14 "'''Pf) tll(, forfller ,'nrnrn!lI\ri"", 
(;rupp('nfllf'irl'('r JI('rh('l't Ot 10 (;i11" \VIIS pll)('('ri in ('/In,.,,,, 
of IV. SS I'llllzpr (:nl'[)'; LIl'ri Ilnd C,1I1 S~ Ilivi',,"ll',l, l'I'!)1I1 
" to (i AII1~l)'I. tllP Sovi ... ts mild" /1[1 11(1('1111" to ',1I1!!',I, 
tilrollr:h to WllrsAw in lh" 1l1"'1l from ~lllr"il.'lv()\' IIllrl 
TlllSZ(:Z,S'IJ('jov to lirp s()lJlir(')l'\, Slllndifl!~ ill 111"i,' W!lY 
w('r(' tllp vnlinrrl pllfl7,('I'f~r(,llf"li('r'; nf lh" "\111, illl:" 11ivi,Iofl 
who slopp"ri tI,,'nl c()ld, nlh('il lit 11 hil',ir pri,'p ill <'f""I:llti,"', 

1\ not 1101' co In nl !Ill i ...... t i!\VnJ't.;llw Ofrpfl:,IVP" 1)('[:"111 111 tlH' 

TI'()jllny-~1/11('pnl(' 'Slnpsk s('('lor ()Il l!l '\11:,'11';1 I :'1 I. "11"" 
nf~nifl Hl~.'Iin'-i1 IHv. !I\\'lkinf~_" fIll' ~1IJ('1l1(,fll:~(IJ'P nn'! hi·, 

Vikin!~s, ('Vf'n t/lott(:h fn('('d h\' t('rI fJ](H'(' Hr',j I~i!l/' I\J\'i',illn'~ 
And II Tank ('OI'PS, l10t nnlv rnnr11Ji: p d lr' 111,l,1 (11'1l\ Illlt 

('Vf'n 1T11lIlH!!0<! 10 Inllrl('!1 11 /'ollnlf>r:dlHI'l·' (11 1)1('1" fI'."ll. 

witll Sfllf. ]\1tI('hIr'nknltlp diI'P('llfli' I! 11'(>111 111" ([',qllll'l"'" 

Th~ rf'~lIlf \\'1l'~ 11 :,~\'\~f'(' St'tt))lI k fnr Ilw' ''';'1,,'11'1', "'!ll) 

\\'rrp forcC'r! dll!' to Ilf'flV\' 111''''t.;/''~ f,) ('!llll'f'l 1 f]('!, 11"1\'" 

on \Vnl'~'l1W, rn flIP ~)(lril)(1 fro/ll '\lli'.IJ· t li' ~ :~I'!)t(':ll~'('t' 
1~}441 tl)(' lI\\'ikifl!~'" I)ivi~,i()T1 (It''~fJ'()\'f'd (li" (','1['\11['1'(1 Ill\' 

f()ll(lwi"~~- qtl1lnfitl(~'~ or 01l('1l1\, \\'111' 111111t'l"lnl: 1,i r'II,I". 

]~) Ils<...:nlllt ~~lHl". 1:{ ~1('1f r'l'll)lpllJ'd 1~\IT1'~ 1l1Hl ilrrlll)!"f~d ('!P";, 

170 Ill't ill('rv piP('(H;, !Il Itlll('hlfH' !:llfl'~ find ill) tit ;Pl! \'. ( :1-

pon<-; nnrl fi\'(' flll"ld"lrl(''-.:. 

Tlli'; tl'ill!T1ph (If f!r!ll:~ :Inrl ('.(}\"'Il~'(\ hl'l\ll~:lll 1111' 11'.':'1",1 

of 11](' ()nk 1,('11\'(", t() Slllr, ;\lllf'IJ1r>rd':1 I:q) "11 ),,'h:ljl "t 
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:;;S-stUIr.lbNlnf",l,r"r :!".!;l"nb;:~'r.11), i(('r.'i"-i'":.UAt..r,ht." ht,t fl1..: i';jll­

XOI 0i.:1':'!r '.'or:-::.l:ltlt)t.clll'n--: r10r Lt,,_ n~ J?. _ ?3.7. nrC'!J h!"lrt.pm ({: r,rf 

, Pan~ftr~belUJtf!.llll1lt)(ln vor HQ;:.tOH 1,n kli;I4,~n ,;t1p~<'::0n lilrd;:.~.()l".cn 
und lHt am 23.7 •• Lt,30 Uhr .1n don' C!lttr:il t,Ol' .>I"'.r:t h,)' Up', l' <1,/;"_ 

brocl>an. 1:.:1' hflt dlcsen t:CGiLuhHrt u.nd hc:,!t;-;t 'If,,, LIt (>llj :,,',!I Lo)' !'I'()lIt 

an MO lifor 000 [.oll VOX"[;>'I;,LLI:I.IiJU. 1[,1 i",I1[',! <11..; :,,:.,,';,'11 

l.1..:tw GcoC!'lt;~o 11)1(, L, Pr,k vcrnl;;!ltct ~1Jl:l z;';,l,·,'1 !,' 

brnC'.ht. 

,. ,'I 1') 

rur,~h Jo:-:!:mr.n unc~ Ur.J:::tr1htt':'C1 If''n'lcln b,t f'r "nt~\f·llll1.d"'nd ():,'.';!l l,('i_ 

C(Jt't""~n, (\1\81'1 (11.0 "'O[Jt- Hud NOl'rnmutf. out (I'l" tJ.<:r b ;;r:;.;t,n j' J,';,:l'­

r:-r"b€n8tollunJ~C!l vor P.O:lt017 ::lllMil'1.r.:cn11r;)ch, (.le),' '''.'J·{\I'r i.n l"'I;..dl'-,:~"r 
FIucilt ~ibor don j";on mU;\T';'ch lUl<~ h~,t ,]:':1.1 t '\(:!1 VI:': P'; "'11 l'n" ::on1-

\reJtcn vortlr1nL;CLl.llCn In1't.nt<"l'.1tH.l.1v1.t,l"'fl'·!I '1(:', ,'~: Jl ('\! : c:;to :1.1:,; ,'[I 

e don [{)Jl fre1 gem:lcht. ;-"r' l'it oO:.1.1t cnL;cll:: j C("~(' :-m (.1('," ;()1·~.1;.11 .,., '.'nn 

EOfltow oetol11{';t unli ili't 111" '"·ur;Li:'::Jct:;:!!i~.Tr: '-~ .. ," (1el\ 1'('r;~:1.nr. (kr 

llllCh1'olr:~nol)n '13. un(~ 1::'5. InlilJ:trric(1j.v1f1.lonrn .\her llf'n J>on :;n"d";),f_ 
fon .. 

SS-Stur:t'llbann:t'Uhrer WihlCnkfl~tp 1(;!. .i'.riii~I!l" (k,; :,l."cn'''I~ ::"(',1.'.!)(I 1. 

uru.i 2.Klu.:..;;:;c flUE! dam Polcnfol,'Z115 un!: .LIt r: [' ~~1.'1 fir' V"n; 11""'t.o 1'0 C!;t_ 

llilU Uutfalozug !nit l'O.:l I:euV,cLcn :<:rcl\:; ill Col (~ ~,,:-:~p;,;, lchf'lJ't. l"nrrlr!n. 

p;cz. .. {Jt(~ i :1 ."? 1~ 

IiDllpt(J.Uart1or OKJl 

lklfUrwortet. 

It tu." .,. v 11 I 

Gonfl rill f,. 1 {lillflTMC hn 11. 

la 

i 
I 

.............. ., J -
Copy of the "nominlltion" of Stllbllf, MIIl')II,'nlwlllp fnr 
th(~ Knif~llt's Cross. (MIl£'i< C. )'''£,[;I'£' IH'I'iJiv,",) 
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the nchievements of his soldiers on 7.1 S"l'tprniJ(>I' 1 !1,1,1, 
He wns the "91Hh r('cipient of this dp{'ol'rrtion, On !l O,'to­
her 1944, Muehlenkllmp hrrnderl the r('ins of the "Wikinf:;" 
Division over to its new permrrnent corn mnnrl(>r, Stll f. 
Kml Ulrich from th(' "Totcnkorf" Division. If(> then he('ntn(> 
the Insrector of SS I'AnzN Troops Ilt IYnffcn-SS 
11 f'3rlquarters, 

In ,]Anuory 194o, Stllf. l\1u(>hI(>nknrnp WitS pllwrd in 
chnrge of forming thr new 32nd SS Division ":lO ,Jllnullr," 
lie turned commAnd of it OVN to Stnf. Richt('!' on :; Ff'h­
rUllry 1 !14S. MuehI('nknrnr thf'n r(,IlSStllllf'ri his post of 
SS PAnzer TI'oops InspertOI', which he 1lf'ld until the (,IHI 
of the WAr. ,Johnnnes Muphlenknrnp will go down in rnili­
trrry history rrs one of thp grC'Atest rrnd Ino,st successful 
(;ermlln rrrmored comrnllrrders of thl' Sl'rond World Wnr, 

,Johllnnes Hurlolf Mu(>hlenkllrnp dipd RftN n long illnf'ss 
on 2:3 Septemher 1986, 

RENE VA N EYNDIlOVEN 

Hene VAn Eyndhovl'n WAS horn in Arpnrionck (J(prnppn), 
Belgium on IS DecemhN 1 H!l!l, lie becllrnp 11 c!H'rniclll 
engineel' Hnc! n reserve officpr in the Brl);inn AI'IllY, Ill' 
Wf\S nlso nn nrrlC'nt Flprnish notionnlist /lnd nnti-cornmunist. 
In ,)lIly 1 !141 hp took Il Ip/IVe from the "olnpnny he workf'ri 
for in n('lgilllll to join the Wllffen--SS. I\("'IIIIS(, of hi.'; 

MURDERlm IN CAPTIVITY' 
SS-Pnnzf'r-Schuetzen Wlllter Kemker (pholo) wns horn 
on 27 Novemhcr 1927. lIis Inst unit wns ~}th Compllny/S~­

Pnnzer Re(~iment 2 "Has Rdch" whl're he served with 
the crew of Pllnzer 564 under SS--tinterscharfuehrer 
!,lIuner. lie IlIst SIIW lid ion IIrolmd IIdlerllu /lnd went 
into Soviet cllptivity. From the IIclfla/Eisleben POW 
Cllmr he W/lS turned over to the Americans who incnr­
cerntect him briefly in the Iln\wnhnus{'n POW CIIIl1P on 
3 .Jllly 1945. 

Then, on 10 July 1945, Kemkf'r wos turned over to 
the French Ilnd WIIS pill cc cl in the Siershan POW Cnrnp 
nt Montllbllller. At this pIIlCC, on 2H .llIly 1945, he W/lS 
executed by the French. No leglll proceedings hlld heen 
conducted Ilnd no chllrv,es of IIny sort hlld been made. 
Waiter Kemker WIIS only 17 yellrs old - sI ill IInother "un­
known" victim of the victors! 

nfU' nnd ;":C'flinrity 11(' \ .... ,n~; 1H'('Pp\pd fnr ~('r'\'i('(' witll thp 
('(lllivlllf'nt or his 1!('lf~'i/l1l Arllly f"i''''I'V(' "rfi""I-'," 1'1111).;, 

Vnn FynrlllovPTl Wll~ f)(,.~t('d to tile S~ \'o1IJntc'PI' I ('f~i{)1l 
IIFJIITHf01'n" nnd .~('rvpd with it dlll'in1''- ilo..; cllrl\, d:lv'-.; nn 
th0 i':nstf'rn F['ont. fn f)('f'prJ1hf'1' 1!1·1I, whr[l 111(' L('~:i()fl 

hllri 1>('('11 p"lI('d hnC'k to ICllhilp, Lntvin 1'",. ''''Ill(' 1'('''\ 
nnd rprittirl~~ it Wf\S in.';jH"\(·trd hy sS·(;T'!If. r,(1111nr I)f'h("~. 

Ih"h('~.; mndp tilf' llcqllninlnfH'0 of HC'IH' V(11l 1>\'n(lhl\\'('Tl 

find !lpOn Iplll'llinf~ of lJi~~ tC'('llTli<'1I1 ('XfH'I'tic..;(' 11(' rl'r'(Hll-' 

1ll(,lldf'd thllt h" 11(' tl'lIn,,,r"IT,'d tn thp ~I!l;n ')rr,,'p or 
the ~~ ~lprliC'nl I1I'IllH'h ill l!c'rlin, '1'1)(" 1'01- IIH' r"Ill,,;n<l,'r 
of OH' Wllr' Vlln FyndhovrT1 \II.,'(!['kf'(1 rnl' I 11,... :.;~ IIlI'dj/nl 

sf'T'vic'C's in Hf'rlin. ;\ (,()llll11itI0rl N"Iinrllll ~n('inli··,1 I)p 
also npplif"'d foT' PC'l'flllH1Pnt I'(";idpnt .'-'I:ltll<": in {;rrrnnnv 
(nnd Il1t('r AIIstl'in), whi"h ."nv,'<I hirn f['olll f,,'ill:~ .''(lr:1<1;t,'<I 
to "Iih('rntf'd" ilelr:ilnl1 nfl('r th(' Will'. 

In the pn,t--WIlI' ('rll, vnn F,'ndhnv('n WOl'krri ror till' 
firm of Pnuhrnvn in Vo('('klnhrllck, I\II~tl'ifl. I)('<...:pitf' hllvin~~ 

on('e 11('('n "s(,n t ('nf'er! to dC'" t h" (i n I1h<;('n t i ni, hI' the 
Alli('d--inslllll('d Ilrl[(illn gov('rnrnent, 1)(' did Innnnr;" to 
reI urn to Finndel's privntrly fOl' n visit of n r,,1\' \\,I'e~<; 

to hi·; old hOI11(' 1'''I;ion nnrl th(' ritl' nf .'\nt\\'('('I' with 
th" hrlp I1nri 11<;<;i"ll1n"p or Flr"lli<;h I'"t I'int', nnd ,,1,1 ,'0111-

rAdf's. Henr"\ vfln ~':~'rHlIl()\,('fl died nI'l ('I' /l hrit.!, ill!]! ........ " 
on 71 ,Jnnllnrv 1 !IRS in V()f'('kl:Jt~T"1Jr'k' ;';Cil()P[lflIH·f. ,\11'-" rin. 
IIp \\'11'-; hllrif'd v,11th f1lil ('eI'PrT1(lninl h()nfl!'~ pr()\'lrlr,>(j 11\' 

tll<' /\\I.';tri:rn l<nll1f'I'Hd';,'llnrl,llllnd (\\'IVII \','1"1'''11',' ()r:::1l1i 
znl ion), on ~):) ,fllllllnrv J ~IH:l. 

Grllv~ of SS"Httfhr .. Inknh L"riN('r frorn 1st flnltcry/SS­
'1'01 pnkopf Art illcrie Hef(irn('nt, drownf'd in FrlllH'(, on 
4 ,July 1 !11fl. 11" W/lS horn nn I H April I !Ufl. 

NUN WAfTTN r;r; f'ICrllf.llAI ii! 

[IIF 1. i,:' ['AN7FP fllV, "\ All" hv IIp,hrn \·/ollhPr. 
1)0 pp .. :-1nfl rlll~ pr~vio(Ir,ly IHlpIJhli';hpfj phnto'.. 1i)7.~)n 

posfpnld, 

[Jlf I}. :1;J-pl\rI7r"p rHV. "f~I" hy f/prhp.rt v/:dthF'r. 1/0 

PI'.. :l()n pfllS pn~vinlJ<;ly IHlplilllrc;hF'rl pi1ntn<e:.. ::;)l.~)() 

rH1~·a.p;lirl. 

~;f!1 (':II\L: f'nth hool,r, ffi.f\~l.(lfl pw'fpntri. 

I\/:,() nl/ni/nhl,,: lhp. rnlilf"' t 11111in "IIT\ 1\lld" i'll t(l! (.,1 :,prtp.s. 

if I sfock 81 q;.n.flO r.nr:h. pnr,tpnid. 

ICJ!l1l f IIf\r~ l<f\1 f·f·1f 1/\1-;' 'vI (!~; \/rrS (~~If'f1'!:Ir ,.,ith ~1((Jh­

liqhrs of :1ppropri<ltr> Il1ilit:-Fy.'h,r,frHir';d pVPIlf';. i!!'Jr;tr;!tpri. 

~f, I :l.q~l rnsl pnid. 

t,1i\p!;r';11 r'--'I }~;Il<: r··}rm· .,rop) I'-Jp'../. r-irlfCl ~r!rr'! Inn f"lf rilrp 

(;[,ffT):lrl rnillf:-JfY rpf~ordrnq'~. nil rlf'p,'ljf\ ;lfHt !Jf1r(">lp::F~pd. 

lf1p (/\(;1'/\1 q!Jilliry c:l~<;rlfp, 'J;lrl.q.~1 rH1stp;1Iri. 

:~F'fld ~.; 1\ ~ ;r f (1 r I j r;! ". 

HI! ITf\PY 'fI'nrll~Y ri' Hlf' INr:. 
110 W. ~ltnh"! f;t. 

.<p.nnr.tt !-lqlJnr p f I{\ 10:1'1f1 
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WAFFEN-SS 
08ERST AND OBERGRUPPENFUEHRER 

A Profile 

~--ii1~ ~' /,:I~, '~ 
! , 11 \. I ,~ ! 

I' ~ ~ , J 
~ 
~ 

Tlwre were 2) W;)fff'n-SS Obers! ;)nd Ohcrgrllf'f,,'nfllehr('r, 
two (Diet rich nnrl Hflusser) in the forrnf'r cate)(ory. The 
oldest of tlw lot WflS the Lntvian (;eneral Rlldnlf llClngerskis 
(horn in IH7H), with the youngC'st heing Medical Ilr. Ernc,t 
Rohert C;rflwitz (horn in IH99). Sixteen of tlwse SS C;enerals 
were born in the IH90s. rourteen of th('rn plus three 
born in Alsnce-Lorrflin(', were of f'russi"n lirwnge. TIH(,C' 
Ogruf. Cflme from pflrts of the old Austro·flllngari!1n 
Ernrirc. ()ftcn f(>f('rrC'd to ns ItHlJng~ri(ln C("rrnans," they 
were: Arthur I'hl('[" (from the Sllxon Si('henhurf(en), 
flnd the !I llflgflrifln Cenerals Eugen Han7C'nh('rger Ueno 
Huszk!1Y) "nd Frflnz Zeirirwr (Ferenc Fckctehalrny"C7,~yd'­
n('r). The latter two wer(' I!ungflrlfln citizcns who Ildopter! 
lJunfUHilln nil mps, while Pllle!,s was Il Honwni;ln citizen 
an(l (;cneral. 

Two of the Oberst/Ogruf. came from !lavarifl (S<"pp 
Dietrich flnd Karl-Marin Demdhuher). Cotlob Ilf'rgcr 
('flme from Wuerttemherg, Wnlter Sehmitt from Hamburg 
Clnd Rudolf flangerskis from Latvia. Thirteen of these 
SS CC'nerClls reta Ined the ir religIous affil iat ions, and 
of this total, 11 were Evangelical Luthcr!1ns. Felix Steiner 
was a Roman Catholic, Who WClS horn in East l'russin 
of Austrifln heritage. On a social sC':1le, three Ogruf. 
(C;ille, (;rnwitz, and van Ilerff) Glme from the upper 
class, while seven were of upper middle cln" descent 
(Ilausser, BH'ithaupt, Keppler, Kru('i~er, Pfeffer-Wilden­
hruch, Phlers and Ruskazv). Another seven (Ikrger, ('zeyd­
ner, Juettner, Knobliluch, Silchs. S,hmitt ilnd Steiner) 
Cilmc from middle ClilSS t'ilckf(TOUnds. Six O/(rlJf. (Bittrich, 
l l em(,)hulier, Eicke, Klcinheisterk!1mp, Wuenncnlierg 
and probably IlClngerskis, the son of a farmer) Cilflle from 
the lower middle ,lass. Both SE'PP Dietrich !1nd (lswillcl 
Pohl had lower class hackgrounds; DiE'rrich',; fatlwr IVIlS 
a handy .. rnan while f'ohl's Was a hlarcksmith. 

i'rluc!1tionally all but three (,f the 2) (llwrsr/Ogruf. 
har! flchieved some level of hjl~her educntion. At the 
bottom rung was Sepf' Dietrich who only had an clementClry 
SCllOOI education. lie WaS followed by WiJJl('lrn flittrich 
who only f(ot through th(~ e'luivalent of junioc high school 
ilnd Then""r Eicke, a hif(h school drop-out. FrJl" of tl,e 
Ogcuf., Il"mclhulwr, (;r;;witz, C7eydner and Hus7lwy, 
rece i vC'd h ighe r u nive csi ty degcees. E iphteen of the 
Ot>erst/Oi(Cuf. were cnreer military officers, through 
four (Ilernelhuber. Keppler, l'fe(fcr-Wildenbcllch and 
Wllennenherg), had switrhed frorn th(' Army to the Police, 
whilf' Clnother four (Breithaupt, Cille, Kruq,er and Srhmitt) 
hac! gone into priv!1te business when fl size limit was 
placed on the (;ernwn Army after World Wilr r. Four 
of the Oberst/Ogruf. (Berger. Bitrri<'h, (;rawitz and 
.Juettner) had been reserve Army offiCf~rs, IVldl,' Sepp 

Dif'trich h"d been a ('flr('rc NCO. 
Both The()rinc "ifk(' fln" (lswcild ['ohl hCld l'''rn '\CTllY 

pnyrnrls!'"C'rs, with Pnhl p'rtt inf~ his stnrt in rhr' (;('rm;Hl 

Navy. Ban)!erskis h"d secved in tlw lml'f'ci;lI flllC"i;ll1 
Rno LatvirtJ) ArJnif>~, '.Nhilc Diet rich C1nd nC'm"Jh!i1\I~r 
hfld been ill till' ROY;ll l\[W'1Cifln Arrnv. Phlrl's, (',-,'y.III"r 
and HIIS7k<1Y hAd ,,11 servrd in the AlIstrJl-IIIlI1V,Hi;ll1 
Armf'O fnr( ('S; Phlrp.s \I,.'f'nt nn to t' ('C()Ill(, n H()In;llll.Hl 

Army (;C'llprnl, \\'ith the- i;lftf'f two t1('('()rnin$; (;C'TH'r:1Js 

in rhe l!unl,;Hi:1n Acmy. 
The se-flin[ N.S. P;trty Tllcmhr[ in rhf' /:rl)lJJ1 nf (;('n('r;lI(~ 

lVas {)sw<11rl P(,hl who Iwlrl l';Hty Nllml'f'c \i'.g,!l. ()n 
the otlwr end o( tlJ(' sf'ale IV;]'; M;lxirniliCln ynn Ilf'rff 
with Nllmlwc R,1l C,1l,(,o I , Trn othec ()j;eC't/()gcllr. 1';1<1 
Party Numhrrs over one rnilllnn. Five of tI", (;,'n('r<1ls 
(Bangerskis. llemrlhuhC'r, Czeydner, [,hlp!,s Cll1ri HlIs~1<<1v) 
were not i';nty Tl1emhecs. Srrp Dietrir'h W."lS rhe seninc 
membec of rhr SS, holding Nllml)f'r I, I 7'1. Sh nthrc 
Obprst/Owuf. heJd SS numhecs uncler I (l(),(l(lO, \\'hilr 1\ 
had numl'f'CS !1hovp 20n,nnn. The r ;n-vieln !1nd flllrw~ri;lT1 
Waffen-SS (;enerllls were not memhecs of th!' ss r'rnr'f'r. 

Fifteen of thC' Oberst/()f:ruf. Wrc!' dec'ocarpd with 
the Knif:ht's Cross. Two (l1ietrirh ;)nn (;illf') held the 
diamonds, ""orris !1nd oeJkl('Clvc's; four (Ilausser, Ilittrich, 
Krueger and Sreiner) hrlrl thr swocrl.s and 0'1 Id (';"'('S; 

five (Eicke, Kleinhei·;terkamr, l'fdff'r--\I'ilt1enl'rll' h. 
Phleps and Wllenn,>nherg) h('ld jllst the oelklea"I's. (;"ttl()l, 
Herger and 11ans .Juettner werp dC('Or;HPd witl, rh" I'ni"l,t's 
Cross to thr Wllr Sprvice Crnss fC'r their nnn-('OTl) kit 
contriblltlnns to the war effort. 

Ogruf. 'I li('o<1or Eif'kf' "'[IS l<ill('d -in 'Arti"" ()lis ,C('(lllt 
plane W.1S .<:hot down), While ()~~r1J(. Phlep:::: \\'~lS r:1l!rrif'red 
soon after h('inf~ C"-l[lt1lred hy the ~(lvil,ts. Thrf'(, ()\'fllf. 

wcr~ sllpposed t\) 1\;1\,(, cnrnrnittrd ~ui('idp: \\':llt{'r 1\ [\1",I"."f, 

Ernst (;rawit:: ;lnd l\1;lfhias 1<!('inhf'isfer)i;lP)p. At t1w 
tirne of his death, KrtJ~)~r'r \\'R0 trvini"! t(l Tl\;l~'-' bit; '.':;1'; 

hack ro (;ermClny on fnot frortl J.atvia in ~h\' IfllC;. '.'.-hil,' 
Kleinheisrcrf:;lrnp IV;]S tr','hnic;lIly ~fll\ whil" ('"rnrn;J[)iill,' 
XI. SS Arrlly ('nrps in 1;lt,,, April ]q·lS. Ili<; h1d\" '.\:~I<; /11'\'/'[ 

fnund. 

Fr<1nz nr('ith;llJpt dird in :1Tl ;ll'('id('-nt. whil(' ~1'1'\ilnili1n 
V()n Herff p('ri~~h('d in HritiRh ('Flptivit \'. 1'1)\11 ()):r\l(, \,:I're 

~XCC1Jtcd aB It\V,H crirninnls": ()~\\';)ld {'ohl nt NtJr('rlltl('rl~, 
Ferene Fl'k"tch;]lrnV-('7('ydncr )ly thr YlIgn<I;", ('f"') 
rnunists, .1('no Hlls:zkny hy thC' '1I1n~:ari;ln c()rnTT11J[li~ts 
and Wfllrf'c -"chrnitt by rhl' ('7(,( hs. Th" Lltrl'r rhrl'" ""'f(' 

fill cxtT.1ditr'd tn thf'ir de{lths hy tlH' " l \lliC's," wh(l \\'C'rr 
lInconcernf'd n:Ilollt lhrir ,'::-lIilt nr in!l()( (>Il( l' and ;1~11l/;111dl'(1 
the ClC'tions n( rhf'ir 1\"lshf'vik fcil'nd,' ~ 
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THE LATVIAN SS GRENADIER 
TRAINING AND REPLACEMENT BRIGADE 15 

In September 1941, the Training and Rcplae'cmcnt Battalion 
for the I,atvian SS Legion was relocated to the city of 
.Ielgava (Mlrau), where it was renl1meri the SS Grenl1dler 
Trl1lnlng anri Replacement Bn.15 (SS-AIIshlldllng unrl 
Ersatz BtI.15). Up to the enrl of thc year Its primary 
function was to hanrlle convalescent solrilers who hrHl 
hN'n released from hospitals hut were not yet fully recov­
credo Once the 15th SS Division left for the front in 
larc 1943, the battnlion took oV<'r the job of training 

recruits as well. 
Since there were brge numlwrs of I.l1tvian recr1Jits 

"nd recove ring wounrlerl to t"ke ca re of, the \J;lttil lion 
quickly expanded to brigade strength and was reorganized 
to include the following elements: 

Staff 
TraIning Regiment 
Replacement Battalion 
Truck Transport Company 
Vchicle Drivers (Trainlng1) Compl1ny 
Light Infantry Gun (close support nrti11ery) Company 

2 cm Light Flak Battery 
Light Mortar Company 
Anti-Tank Company 
Communications Company 
Engineer Company 
Ostubaf. Garthe became the brigade commnnd('r; he 

had previously commanded the Escort Iln. "RF-SS" in 
the 2nrl Brigade during 1941/42 .. In the summer of 1944 
he would he replaced l'y Staf. von Ilrerlow and the brigad(' 
titk would be changed to "Latvian SS Training and Re­
piac:em~nt Unit 15." As such it soon becnrne enr,ag('d 
in cornbilt following the Soviet br~ilKthrough near VitehsK 
"nd the rapid advance of the Red Army into Latviil. 
Following a penetration by the communists into Lithurlni;1, 
terrorist activity along the Lithu"nian-Liltvian frontier 
\'e1;"n to develop in earnest. So on 18 July 1944, the 
T. & R. Brigade formed an emergency battalion to help 
de"i with the partisan threat along the Lithlwninn bou1f'r. 

But the overall military situation continlled to d('[eri­
orate and on 26 July 1944, Staf. von Bredow was ordf'red 
to form a battle-group from his com mand and pla('(~ 
it at the disposal of Lt.Gen. Koe\ler. This task force 
was formed from the Emergency Iln. and several other 
Latvlan SS companies and was sent to .1anisld in the 
night of 26/27 July. lIere it received orders to r"tnKe 
the enemy-held town of Sauli. In the morning of th(~ 
27th the hattle-group advanced toW<ltrls Sallli. Enf'my 
artillery fire was received about 5 km from the rown, 
but the troops managed to elude any dirf'ct hits Clnd hC'f~an 
il full-scale attack along both sides of the road le;!ding 

into Sauli. 
The Sovkts were slowly driven back, but the Latvi;]ns 

were hindered by a lack of h('avy well pons Clnd machine 
guns and took heavy caslwlties. Towards noon th('ir ;1fn­
munition ran out and the Latvinn soldiers f('\! hack for 
resupply purposes. This comp\(>ted, the assault was renewed 
in the afternoon, hut the villilge was set on fire by l,ith\l;111-
ian partisans aSf;isted by some of the villagers. As Cl r('s\llt 
another withdrawal had to be conducted. The oniy pr()hh:rn 
WilS that the retreat route to Jelgava w"s now occupi('d 

by enemy forces and had to be clc;1red! 
Following much fierce fighting in which fully two-third" 

of the battle-group was lost, the Latvian troopers reached 
.1aniski at 21 :00 hours. Out of the Kampfgruppe's oril(inal 

37. pfficrrF;, lS h;ld hf'f'n l<il1r>d (1T \Vnllnd,~d. nllt thf' \\'()r~t 

W;1S yet to ('otnf'. In thf' course' of the n;~~ht ;1 i'('l'!lmlll1i:.t 

tClnk force nV('rr<1n thf' SIl't(111 Lrifvian 0S C()llt!fl~:f'nt, 

cornplrtrly scnttrring it. St~lf. von nrrdow nnd hi'; entiTf' 

st"ff be('ilm(' missing-'in-a'-tion in this f'ng:lf!('n1f'nt. 
Tlw L;1fvi;1n troops frnm th(' l>rifUHi(' that h,1<1 rrmC1ined 

hehind in Jelg<lv<1 n()W (";nne un<if'T thp (nntfol of Army 
Lt.Col. .Jllrko. On 77 Jllly 1944 th(' cirv was ,ir'ciar('ri 
n uF()rtr('~.c:;" hy Lt _(~en. Pfl\lf!l)('il. who or(\rrcd it Ill'1d 
lInt Plny prirr." Lif"tJtrn:lTlt ('(d()TH~t Jllrl<n W(1S instftlctf'd 

to form his LntvinT1 trnnps into ,snrnf' s()rt nf cnmr;1t 
forcf". flc W(lS nhlp to (lssf;mhlr them into two c(1mp'lnif's, 
which Of) the sllrf(lcc (It Ip;1St <lPPPrl[crl to hp of dlll'iPtls 
valu(', since they were chif'fly cnJnp(1sf'd n( C'ilh(,t sick 
soldif'rs or rClW recruits, Nf'verthel('ss th"v hCtd rn gn 

reildy for artinn, 
On 211 July, Sovif't motnriz('ri trpol's 1'f'gC1n thrir <1ttClcK 

on Jf.'lgava. Li(,llt('nClnt Colonel .Illrko's 1,;1[vi<lns Wf're 
Joineri by assorted OermRn units <!Od <1nother filII hnn;1iion 
of LRtvian soldiers and th('y fought liK(, tif,('rs' ThrC'\II~t1(1Ur 
the dClY, nllJn('rous tank,slIpported R"d <1rr;1,'k,s \\Tre 
shiltt('red C1nd tl1<' ri('fensive lines hf'ld drspitc Ih(' f:\lt 
that the city hnd hf"C'n tllrnf'd intp il h1:17in~~ in(i'rnl1 hy 
cncrny air r<llds. The So\'iet nnsinllght dir'd nfr dllrinf: 

the night an(1 did not rf'sum(' "Fnin nnti! 14:(,,1 on 2Q 
July. !luring the hr(,<lk in the action, th(' 1 :1t"i:1n b:1IwliC'n 
that hC1d jninerl the Ll1tvi:ln Tr'1ining 1\rigC!rir' trn,'p' was 
pul1('d Ollt of the lines Clnil srnt to j(,in .1n,·ther (:ermC1n 

division. 
Wh('n the communist atr.1('k h('r,C1n <1f~Clin. rilr \\'(',11\,'n('.1 

defenders fOllnd Ihemselvcs h8r<i-pr('ss('d C1nd \\'f're (,'rced 
to givE' f(rollnd, C111l<'it grudf!inplv, Till' Lltvi;1llS Clnri (:cr­
mans wpre plIr;hf"d b~H'k into thp city ccntf'T where thf'Y 

cont innrrl to holcl Ollt in sl11;l1l grnlll's, 'I hf'y Kq'r up the 
fight in tile h(,<1rt of the hurning city unril III .llll\" \\'hen 
they W~ff' compr(>ss~d into Cl tipht d!'frn~~ive 7nn l

' ;lrrHlnrl 

th(' Aa River hridg('. (Jrrif'rs to f'vaC\l;1t" ,1('I~T:l\,:1 '-"crI' 
finally received in the night of 11 )"Iy/I AtrgllSf 1()4~. 
The bnttle proper en(lf'ri at 02:01l on the I~t with the 
desrrnction of the An I1ridge aftf'r thr' 11'\ rj.'fr'n(lf'rs 

har! pass('!! ()v('r it. 
The sllrvivlni: i.atvian s,"lrliers ,,'''re th,'n ('r"rred tn 

retllrn to ri1('ir nrip,inal IInits. Feerllits and "th"r" \\'h" 
had gntr('n "('tached in the t';1ttlf' (pr .1('1':.1"<1 ,,"'re 'hif'f'<,ri 
to (;£;rmnny to R('rv~ HS ,'1 nll{'\('\lS for ;1 Hf'\\' I ;ltvinfl SS 
(; r(,J1ndi,'r Train ing an,l H f' 1'\;1"('111<'[1 t I1n,. r h:1t \\,:1, t" 
br formed in Brf('nt, Wcst Prlls';i;L Thi'~ new unit W;lS 

ahlr to f(lpidly !'xpnnd tn 
in Fe\Jrllary 1')\'1 1':1[t nr 
('n1"rr,('n"y h;1tt:Jilnl1 th;1t 
"nd \1', NC'()s and men, 

rf)l1f~hIV P'f:irnf'IlLl1 si:"". tHHi 
it w:tS l]Sl'd to fnrrll ;tfll)ther 

("nrL,.;i,q('d ~,r f'j.\~llt (lffi,t'fS 

Thi~ b;ltt;'llion W:lS drpl!,\'('d ff)r thp df'ff'n:::.r of \1,1rif'n­

b\lq~ nnd thr cornhC1t ('nF:l~~(,Tl\rnt th:lt t'nsll(~d r~r()vl':i 
tn h(' hoth it~ first ;lnr11,1~:t. It W;lS ain1Psr tnt.'l!l',' ,j·'...:;troYf'!1 

in thf' Ctcrinn with the sUfviv{)rs ~~()in)~ int() Sn\'I"t c:lI,ri\'Uv, 
In rh" meantime thr troops frOT1l the Ldt\'i;lTl ~~.(, (:r'.'n;ldkr 

T Iv H Bn, that. had st:lyr" J>r'hind in l1,-.r('nt ,,·,'rr P,:H' t1"rj 
t() (;nt"f'nh;lff'n nod from th("'r{~ t hr'v wprp shil'l'''''d C" l)'-'n­

rnark vin Swinf'Tnurnde, Th""v finished the ',':,lr fll"rt' ;In·j 

Wf'flt into Lntdish c;Jptivitv. ('vcntlldl1v 'xintlin.l! lip ,1t 

th'~ l('dC'I,Ti1crn I'()W ('nrnl' in 1\,'I):i\l"', '\ (''','. "f the 
Lntvi:1n" (.hirn,. officf'ff'). I'.'h" wrrc ('n ,1 f«:1\ ""'''1nt(''!'' 
})st \Vcrf~ ()hli~:in}:1y pxtr.'lditf'd l(l Ill!,ir rl(,;lTh~ in tht .... 
S()vif't IJnioT1 ily thr rl("(-nmnd;ltin,; FJl~~li';h, ll\!t rnr'q 
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of the rnnk ilnd file troopB were ev('ntllillly rcl('n~ed 
to im1lli~~r[lt"! to vnriour. countries in the "frec" world. 
On th': whole, the story of the Latvinn SS Trnininf( Clnd 

Rcplaccrnent Ilri,(a(lc mirrorf'd tll;H of thf' I ,1t\'i:ln \\'~f­
fen-~S in gpnpr~l: n cnntinllFlI fo"nd of C{)llf8:p'f', (',ll:-lTllitv 
ilnd IIltin"'IC cntnc,lroplJf" ~ 

VI. LATVIAN SS ARMY CORPS 
STAFF COMMAND ROSTER 1943-45 

COMMANDERS 
(;ruf. von I'ff'ffer-Wildenbruch 

Onobf'r I 'I41-.Jllnc 1944 
(; ruf. von Trellcn(eld 

.JUJH'-.J"ly 1944 
Or,ruf. W"I[('r K rlleger 

.JlIly 1944-Mily194S 

CIIElF~H)J'-STAFF 

StClf. Nikoialls ll"ilm,mn 
f.lr:tober 1 941-FebrllClty 1944 

STilf. SomIn('r 

Fr'bruClty 1944-Dec('m!J('f 1944 
Lt.c'ol. Kuhn 

JilnllClty 1 '145 
Lt.Col. ZiCfVOi(cl 

J;]flllary 1945-' 

FIHST STAFF OFFICERS (la) 
StlJhaf. Ilt:isslcf 
STllb"r .. hflssl?n 
SllIklf. Thocny 

01 (J ST OR DER LY OFFICER TO TIlE la), 
Ilstllf. Richter 
Lt.Col. lIf'nseler (acting) 

Ib (SUPPL Y OFFICER), 
Stuhaf. Pruss 
Stuhaf. Kiep 
Major Elhle 

02 UND ORDERLY OFFICER TO TilE Ib): 
Stuh;lf. Tilllbolrl 

le (INTELLIGENCE OFFICER) 
Stllhaf. Ne"ss 
Stuh'lf. Heimer 

03 OR!) ORDERI.Y OFFICER TO TilE le) 
Ostuf.lkinelt 
()STU(. SI'renger (ilctind 

lIa ( 

IIstuf. Kilfst 
IIstuf. Milrtins 
Stubilf. Rehmillln 

I1h ( 
()stuf. Kramer 

III (LEGAL OFFICER) 
!Jr, Zentgraf 

IV" (MAINTENANCE & REPAIR OFFICER) 
Osrul'a(. Ff~f(ert 
Intend,lnt Schneider 

IVh (CIIIEF MEJ)JCAL OFFICFR) 
Oberfllelltf'r Pr. K :liHf'n KC 

v ( 
St"f. Ilild('brandl 

VI ( 

OBlllf. ]If'rnl1CHd 
UBtUf. Vilrlcl" 

LdN ( 
O,tllf. Brlld('rB 

SS WA It con R FSPONIlENT ('LA TO(lN 
OSChil . .J uerW'flB 

SS MAl' 01'1'1('1' SOli (MOTOH IZED) 
f!stuf. Fr,,'IhMf 

SS STAFF COMPANY 50(, 
l!stuf. P('stf'r 

SS CORPS FS(~()HT COMPANY 
(Iilter SS Corps Secllrity CPTllJ':1f1Y S(l(,) 
IIstuf. l.inrl('JI!',-.r" 
OSl'lIf. SdllTlf'rh:wh 
Ostuf. IIdm 

RAJ)[O/LlSTf'NING POST 

OherlelJtnilnt (1st l.t.) Vllrlf'r (Il1ftwClffd 

SS ARTILLERY COMMAND 506 
Ob"rst (Col.) Ilr. Mllrllrr 
Oherst Tri(ir' I 

Oberst von Kno"elsdorf 

SS ENGINEERING COMMANP SOl) 

(Iatef converter! Into '-ilrvian SS Enginef'r Construction 
Bn.5) 

Sruh<1f. Viff"rt (P"nish volufltf'Pr) 

ANTI-TANK/FI.AK OPFICFH 
StU!Jilf. (;el'hard 

WAFFEN--GRFANDmR REGIMENT DFR SS 10(, 
(surviving remnants Illrr-cly fn("orporaterl into 19f11 l.'ltvhn 
SS Division in P'lrlv 1(1<14) 
Waffen-Star. .Jilnssons (Kill) 

SS ARTJl.LFRY ()IlSEHVATlON IlATTERY C,06 
IIstllf. HohlfiJlf; 

SS CORPS FLAK DETACIIMFNT 50(, 
\Vaffell-Sr1Jhaf. (;lIS('VS 

SS CORPS THAININe nN.S(l(' 
St"baf. II"I\Vein 
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SS CORPS SIGNAL DET. ~O(, 
StllhClf. Huettig 

SS CORPS FIELD POLICE CO.506 
IIstllf. I'r~\Iss 

SS COR PS MOTOR TRA NSPOH T CO.506/1 
Hstuf. R('ntsch 

SS CORPS MOTOR TRANSPORT CO.'>0('/2 
I!illlptm;]nn (Captnin) Moeschke 

SS COHI'S PII'I.I) 1I0SI'lTI\I. C,06 
Dr. 1':1Ii1 

SS COil PS I'll 1\ Il M I\CIST 
Ilstllf. Stnhl 

SS COHI'S FIFLI) I'()ST (lFFJ('F 1\ SOl> 

Ils!II(. en"srr 

LOCATIONS OF VI.LATVIAN SS ARMY CORPS 
HEADQUARTERS, 1943-45 

Aft~r l1elng e,tablished in IUga in October 1()41, VI. SS 
Corps Heaocl'Jarters IV;]S on the Nevd R ivc:r Front and 
took pMt in the withdraw;]1 fii'.hrinf~ frolll tll<' N,'v('1 
Front to the "!'Clnther Position," in Liltvia. It ev(>ntll;lIly 
wOllnd up in Kuri;]no Provinc(>IW('Sl~rn Latvia. TI1" 
chro!lolory of the various ll(>:lo'lllarrers lo"at ions rllns 
il, follows: 

DECEMBER 1943 
At Volosonovo (25 km northw('st of Novoskoknlnil<) 

FEBRIJAHY!MARCIl 1944 
At Jlnlgotnvo. 

MAIH-:II/APRIL 1944 
At V('ly~ (60 km so,Jth('a,t of Ostrcw, oue w('s!" of th" 
main rail line). 

MAY/JUNE 1944 
At Chanino (10 km ea,t of I.:lke K'ICjevi). 

JULY 1944 
At Puschovo (20 km southwc,t of O,trov). 
At Mininil (Il km southwest of Krn,anyi). 
At N:lgI;]ni (4.5 km ,ollth('a,t of Kafi1sav:J). 
At Lul1ann. 

A \J(;I)ST 1944 
At TiT?a. 

Part of the briflAde-siz"d Hunfj'lfiAn SS Kampf'lrllppe 
"Ney" which had been fif.!htinfl with the IV. SS PrJn7er 
Corps. retreated at the end of the WAr towards the Atter­
see where it joined the 2fith ,35 Oiv. "Huny8di" and sur­
rendered to the Americans. 

On 3 April 1945. a field howit7er detachment from IV. 
Det.l55 Artillery Trainin9 and Replacement Rflt. "Praf.!" 
in Komotau. Bohemia-Moravia. was sent by rail throuqh 
Dresden to the area south of 5tettin where it was assiflned 
to the 27th Flemish SS Div. "Lanflemarck." Included 

in the unit were a' few Latvian artillery trainees from 

the 15. WC;O who finished up the war serving in a Belf.!ian 

SS Division! . . . 

SI'I'TI'MlIFR J9H 
At Hall"", KC('i ,,"cl (;rllllrillli, 

SEI'TFMlIER/OCTOIlFR J<)H 
At H:l!rlilV;l (.~()\Jthwf'~t f)lItsl~irt~ nf Hh:,1). 

At I'rllq"II",),s (17 km S01ltl1f''lst "r T(11,K1I1l1"). 

NOVEMlIFR j<)H/FEJlH IIA H Y 1'11S 
At Crenci/lrl;lv:l (I) km snllfh\\"C"c;t ()r Tt!~~l!I11r::.). 

FFBHUI\HY!MAHCIf 1'14'> 
At Str1lt,,](> (IP km ,outhw"st p( (;ren"i). 

APHII. 191C, 
At /:111(, (I S km north",r';! "r Srrll!,'I,,). 
At (;r:11lrli (4 lun northr;],;! "r Z:llltf'). 

MA Y 191') 
At V:l1H' (I'; lun [wrrh",cs( (,r (;r,,"rli). 

I\~ r;Hl hr sc:r-n frnm th(' nl ,()\.'(', \,l.~)S C'(lrp.c; 11(,;1:1 !:l"lrt p rc; 
wns (llnH11;t" constantly ff'lnc;lt"inp, whi( h rj(~IT)rIIl'~tf,lt("s 

vrry ('I(,.1rlv thf' sl1prrTl1e npplic;:tt inn of (r'nq;lTlt I nf~rny 

pr('f;~(Jr(' dl1r1nf~ this \vh{)I(~ pf'ri(),j of till\f'! Ff(ll11 tll!' time 

it wns fin;t derl(Jved in the field t() the l'itrr'f enrl of 
the' s\lfrf~fldf"'r, tfH" I ;1tVi:1Il ~;s ('<'rps \1.I;1l: ('nntinll f l!lc:iv 

(~npnj~('d (lgninsr thr ~(lvi('ts withol1t ilH' sii.\:ht(':~f fl"q 1liC'. 

Tile I('n;l( ity (lod hf'rnisrn o( thl' ('Of!':; ;lnd it'; tr(I(1!,'" 

CLASSIFIEDS 
._-_.- - - . -- ----.. 

Rp('OfTIJlH'Jl(h'd: \\.ll.N. 1111, 1'.11. !~.,\ f; 1', ';/._ 

1\1unl]lotlth N.] 07'('lH. /\lwlI\,<": 11 ~r()r)d <·f'lr'f'liof) n" 11'11,1 In 

find Wnffr'n' ~S/Tllil'd HI'i('1l h"Ill\.;·~ Iltld (dll('1' It''!])· ~(lll(l 

11'''(11 SI,IIII en" (Il"i!" 1"(,,,;( li"t,<. r 1',[ 
"IN A N'1't"':Il: \\'11 1f"11 ~,i; ,·;I(','v"il:l11<J 't'.':'II'!'" '!,""111'lf'fll'"o 

rtf'. IIp to S],OI}() for ('()l1qJjplp SS ~nlrli{'r'" f"~t:ll('.,. 1'!r\;i!1~~" 

lip to ~~~)()() rnl' ~~~ ~()Jdhl)f'tl". I-'r(l(', TlO Idlli;:'ll ill!) nll[H·'!i··'~ll',. 

Will (rl1v,,1 In vi<'w on ('i(l,pl' ';id,' or Ill" \\!-;,il".. ,\1\ 
lrnrl'~n(,ti()Jl~ stri<'flv f'()flrlrl('Tllinl. \\'ri!" 1(1: I\ r1 l:("lI't 

~pr'ifl~~(,l'. (;(111CO ()il ('nrp., 711 ,-)! I\J.'lrL~'l :~t" \\'!11l1il1;~t(\n 

Ill" I '1>1111 . 111; 1 
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REPORT ON THE RHINElAND AND 
SOUTHERN GERMANY CAMPAIGN 

hy Generalleutnant der Waffen-SS Max Slmon 

prpvio,,~ly Comm[tnding Genernl of 
the XIII SS-Armeekorps 

Preliminary Remarks 

This report was written down from memory in the prl­
soner-of-w[tr camp. Its completion WRS del"yed bec[tllse 
the author was transferred to prisons ;md prlsoner-of-wRr 
cmnps In EnglRnd, from the end of October 1945 until 
J[tnll[try 1946. It could not be completed been use of [tnother 
trnnsfer to England. 

The report is based purely on personClI experience. 
Official German records were not available. Therefore 
errors, especinlly In regard to locations and time are 
possil'le. 

[signed] MAX SIMON 

I'.S.: On 21 Mnrch my dictatlons were interrupted so 
that I could be tnken away immedi:Hely. Only in Mestre 
did I have a chance to correct thp flnlsherl pnp,es. Maps, 
etc., were not, however, at my disposal. Therefore, I 
cnnnot make the sketch. The records are In A Ikndorf. 

Mestre (Italy) Transit Camp 
on 9 April 1947 

PARTI 
M etz-Saa rhrllecken 

16 November to 27 Oecember 1944 

11 istory of the Prc-bilttle Periorl 
The_C~om ma~d5_T~r_rlt_ory 

[signed] MAX SIMON 

I took over command of the XIII.SS-Armeekorps on 16 
November 1944 from Generalleutnant dcr Waffen-SS 
!lermann Prless. Oberst von Elnem was the Chief of 
the General Staff. 

From 16 November unt!l 27 Oecemher 1944 the following 
were subordinate to the Staff of the XllI.SS-AK: 

Corps' troops 
SS-A rtl.A ht.1 13, commander! 
SS-Korps-NRchr.AbtI.1 13, Commander SS-lIauptsrurm­

fuehrer (Captain) MueIIer. 
lI.pz.niv. 

Com m;lIlder, Generalleutnant von Wieterslwim. From 
19 January to 6 December 1944. 

17.SS-Pz.Gren. Division 
Com mander, Generalmajor d. W.-SS OstC'ndorf, until 

the heginning of Decemher. Then SS-Stand.Fhr. 
(CoI.) Lingner. 

21. f'z.Div. 
Comml'lnder: Gen('rall('utnl'lnt Fe\lchrlinf~('r. until 

11 Novemher, and on 30 November ilnd 1 [)('cemher 
1944. 

Z ).I'z.(;r('n. Div. 

Commander, Oherst Hurmeister, from 29 Nnvellllwr 
to 5 Ikc-ember 1944. 

31i. Volks.(;r.f)iv. 
Commanilrr, C;enerairnajor Welim. 

4R.lnf.Div. 

Cornmnndrf ! 
347.lnf.lliv. 

C;('n('ralktltnant Tri"renb('rg. 
559. V"lks.(;r.Div. 

COfllln;lnri('r, (;('n('r[tlll1njor Frpilwrr v.Mu('hl('n. 
The 4R.lnf.Div. and ttw SS9.V.c;.])., /lnrh consistinR 

only of rpmnanrs, had h(,pn joinpd as 'Karnpfgrur,'(' von 
Mu('hlt'n' on 16 Nov(,l11ll('r alf('ady. 

The St:1ff of the XIII.SS-Arrn('('korl's IVas in turn suh­
ordinate to the I.Arme(' (fl('('rpsgruppe 'C') - C('n.d.l'z.Tr. 
von Knohelsdorff wns the Army's comll1ilnder. Aft('r 
6 Decprnner 1944 it WilS Cen.d.lnf. von 0I>stf('lder. 

Task 
Repulse th" en('TllY iHtilck h('for(' the W('st W"II in Ill" 
outpost ;IfPa. 

§tI~_l1g~h ilnd_Striking _l'cH,::c:r ~)f thc:'_Tro0l's 
SS--ArtI.Aht.1 U 

It was form('d In ndc1lti,'n to ti1(' r('Rular pl,m. hy the 
Corps. It hnd only on(' hattoy I\' il h (ollr 1(10 Il1 m cannon 
nt the time with whld1 this r('port Is d('aling. It "'''s 
motoriz('c1 according to ord('TS. Its trnlnir.g Rnli fif:hting 
qualitlf"s Wf"re good. 

SS-Korps-Nrtchr.-AI)t.lll 
It hil(I 1'0 0'0 of it~ full str('ngtll. Its tTilinini~ ""[ts sllffici('nt. 
Its mnt('fl,,1 PQlliplTlf"nt WRS insllfficicnt

' 
Th"fefnrr, 

In spite of it~ gond will, it wa" not "Iwilv~ "hll" tn pet 
and k('ep ~ipn,li connf"ctions to th(' (our-six ~IlI'nrdill;lt,'d 
divisions. 

II.Pz.Div. 
It was a proven rllvlsinn, with pood striking P()\\'I'T. 

It was 'i0-70% up to stTf'ngrh. It hrtd 10-,lO c0rnmit1:li>lp 
tAnks. 

17 .SS- Pz. C; r('n. DI v. 
At th(' time thrtt this r('port dlsCIlSS(,~, Its fightin)( 
qllallty was rnorlerate, since rh('rc was il contiflUOlIS 
change of commrtnd durinp, cornmltm('nts, ~Incf' the 
srClrt of the invflston. It had many Rnrl only ,orilntily 
trainer! V"lksrl('utsdlC'. It was 60-'/l1% up to str('IH~th. 

It had f('w anti-tank wenJlons, 1'lIt a i~ond ilrtili<'ry. 
2I.Pz.Div. 

USE'd division, which h"d little infrtntry [1ncl f('w tnlll<,s. 
It was 10-S0% lip to its str('n)(th. Its fir!l1tirW 'l1f:1!it\" 
WilS "x"r;g('rat('d n lot by h1f!h('r "uthOfiti,'s. 

2'i.l'z.l1iv. 

Durin); rh" short tlnl(' tf1ilt it was suhordinated tn m". 
it had only two infnntry hiltt"liolls ilnd little nrtill"rv. 
Ther('forl', its fighting strenf!th wns insi,;nifir-"nr. -I hp 

excell('nt will of tlf(' divisi('n tn fir:ht, must hr'", hr 
lll('n t ioned. 

36.V.(;.!l. 

n.-lttle-wf":lry division which \\'tLS, hnWf>Vf'T, well I('d, 

and hnrl a p.o()d d('fensive str('nr:th. It \VClS badlv ('ClI!ip,"'''. 
It had ('specially f('IV [tllti-tilnk \\,(,,11''''1'. l'u( 
cornparHrively good artillery was pr('s,'nt. 

4R.V.C.!l. 

Wlwn 1 took ()V('r rh(' c:ol11f11ancl, it hnd :lire;).jy I'(','n 
withdrav . .:n from its frnntnl p:lrf>nt llnit.'~, for thf' f~1Irp()s(' 
of r('organi7iltion. Its fightini~-fit p:trts \\"'rIC united 
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with the 559. V .C.D. to form the Ki"l m pfgruppe van 
Muehlen. 

347 .1nL Div. 
They were local troops coming from the Elfe!. They 
were badly trained, badly equipped, and had bad artillery. 
It had 70% of Its strength. It~ fighting ahlllty Wi"lS 
Ju~t pi"l~si"lhle. 

359.V.G.n. 
It had heen very hard hit. To a certain extent It had 
been filled up by parts of the 48. V.G.D. For the tIme 
being It had no anti-tank weapons. Its i"lrtillery Wi"lS 
limited. Its fighting quality, however, Wi"lS good. This 
was due to the influence of Its courageous corn mander. 

did not dIctate an estimate of the sinmtlon, hecause 
I was suddenly taken away. 

The Battles 

!2."t'liledJ'_~ort~~e nat,r.~~~ 

16 Novemher 1944 
I took over the corn mand at 0000 hours. The Corps' com­
manrl post was located In the mIning district, 3 kms. 
northwest of Falkenberg (Paulquemont). It was commltt('d 
from right to left. 

17.SS-Pz.Gren.Dlv. - Its divisional command po~t wa~ 

21.Pz.Div. - Its divisional command post was at Elvange. 
36. V .C.D. Its divisional corn mand post was at 

Fletrange. 
559.V.G.D. - Its divisional command post was at nlsch­

wald-Ferme. 
Nelghbor on the right: 462.lnf.Div. (divisional command 

post at Metz), LXXXIl.Armeekorps. 
Neighbor on the left: 11. Pz. Div. (divisional command 

post at hospital St. Anna), LXXXIX.Armeekorps. 
Command post of the I.Armee: St. Avoldt. 
Main line of resIstance: Mi"lgny (l t kms. south of Metz) 

- railroad Metz, Herny - Herny (excl.) - Many - Suisse 
- Landroff - Vlller - Benring. 

Border on the right: Magny (Incl.). 
Border lines: 

17.SS - 21.Pz., in the Sanry Sur NiI'd area. 
21.Pz. - 36.Dlv., lIerny was the eastern boundi"lry. 
36. - 559., Landroff was the eastern boundary. 

Border on the left: 
Rertring (11. Pz.). 

On the 15th the enemy h[ld taken lIerny and Li"lndroff 
and made deep penetratlons Into the 559.'s sector, and 
on the right wing of the II.Pz. Division. The J6.V.G.n. 
was able to recapture the northern part, Landroff, with 
a counterattack. 

On the 16th, the enemy continupd his attacks with 
strong arrnored support. He now took Suisse and Lnndrnff. 
He then thrust ahead via Elncheviller to Adelunge, on 
both sides of the road. 

In the 559.'5 spctor, the en('my su('ceerled in thrllstinf( 
ah('nd into the Bols de Guesslfng and Into the t('rritory 
west of the Bols-Freybouse. 

At the netghbor on the right, Metz was env('lopecl. 
The lI.pz.nlv., ollr left nelghbor, had to withdraw to 
Fmncaltroff. During the night of 16-17 Novemlwr, the 
17.Pz.Gren.Dtv. was taken back to the Nied sC'ctor accord­
ing to the I.Armec·s command. Even though there was 
little time, the battle-weary division sllccer(J<>d in conduct­
Ing th Is wlthd rawa I without a ttrac t Ing the ('ne m y's a tten­
tlon. Ei"lrly on the 17th, they were ill trl<'ir ncw positions 
rendy for defense. 

Early on the 17th the milin line of resistance was: HF't­
tange - the Nled's east hi"lnk up to Sanry Sur Nied - rallrnad 
up to Many - Hemery - northern houndary of AdrlanrJ(, 

- Gllf'ssling - l'r.>int 2')9 " west('rn e,lf:" of n"i, de Frr'vhHlse 
- Fr"ncaltroff. 

Corps' hord('r on th(' right: 
lktti"lnge (XlIl.-SS-i\.K.) rlf!ht I1ri l:hhnr 1'),V.(;.Tl. 
(LXXXII.A.K.). 

Hord('r Iill<' 
17. - 2.1. lInrhang('rl. 
21. - 1(,. unchanf:('d. 
1(,. - 'i ,)t). (;uessl ing (S <;'l.). 

('or ps' hord('r on th(' left 
Frstroff (11.1'7" IXXXIX.t\.K.l. 

(~orrs' ('om n1~nd pp~t 
Clt(' de Valmnnt. 

Divisions cOnlnl'lnrl I'ost 
17.SS-Div.lkrw('il('r. 
21. Pz. unchi"lnged. 
'3(l.V.G.D. rnining diRtrict. " krns. n()rth\\'('~t (,f F:llken­

t)('rg. 
<,'i Q • Barst-Mf'rif'ntli,lI. 

On the 17th thp ('n('my "'n('\\,,,rI his "tt;If'~S in tht' 
Fnlkf'nhcrg dirf'ctinn. ll()wevf'r. his m~jn thrll~t w"s di­
r('ct('d i"lg'llnst tll<' ~'i<). And 1I.['::-:.1 1 i\'s .. ill lh(' I'llttl;lnf:t' 
dlrf"ctinn. llis intf'flrion of rr;1chin,r; S;l.'1T-(;ernllclld \\':;lS 

ohvious. In spite of (h(' r()lIr;l}!/~n\ls rp.~isr;ln(T (If thf" 

36., ,)S'l., "nd lJ.J)ivs. It Wi"lS not rn';sib}(' tn sl"p the 
('n('mY,s Advance. Th('refor(', dllting th(' ni!:ht frolll 17-IH 
Nov('mher, rh(' 17.SS-Div.'s left wing was withdrnwn 
to the G('rmi"ln Nled. The .11i.V.C.n. took up n('1\' I'ositions 
on hoth sldf's of P,,}kenl)('rf!. 'I he Sso. surrt'nd<'r('d nois 
de Fr('yhollse. The If.Dlv. occupied th(' IkllinH'r - Insming 
line. The Corps re'lu('st('d th(' Army to withrlrnw thp 
complf'tely exhausted Ki"lmpfgrllppe von Mlll'hh'l1 (SS9.\. 

Thf'reupnn the I.A rm('e orilerf'd: 
I. PMtS of th(' 347.1.D., arriving from th(' Fiff'\, wer(' 

to he suhordinatpd to tl1<' Xlll.-SS Arme('~()rps, tn 
relieve p'lrt of rhf' sllborlndnt('d 17.SS ,Pivision. 

2. The relief of the f(rllnpfi:ruppe von ~I',whl('n hy the 
17.Dlv. was to bp pr('pM('d eluring the night from 
IR-19 Nnvember. 

>. The 2I.Pz.Div. WCl' to h(' d<'ta( h('cl flnd Addt'" tn 
the Army. Parts nhl" to fif!ht ,,"er(' to I,,, left f'lcing 
the f'nf'my. 

After following thf'se nr(krs, the ('('fJ" wns 0rf:"ni;:cd 
for d('fcnse, on the I Rth, ns follows: 

17.SS-Pz.Gr.niv. with surhnrrlinateti I';]rrs of the H7.r.D. 
Jh.V.G.D. 
r,r)q. V .G.I1. 
The b'lt ta I ions of th~ I 7. SS" n j v.. re I it' \'(' cl hv 1';1 rts 

of th(' 147.1.0 .. W('r(' hrought into th(' )')q.'s ,lfe;1 in nrrirr 
to rplicv(' them. 

The 111'11n Iln(' nf resl,;tnnce W;t, 
('nst hFlnk Lnutt('rnang(' - (:('rrn'ln 
- Fi"llk('nll('rg (lH'r(' only a hrlclw'lH'ad) 

- Frcybollse - lI('lIjm~r. 

Th,' Corps' IHlrdrr to thr' ripltt, 
(LX XXII.A.K.l W;lS ]Ir'ttanw' (17.). 

n,'tt(ln~~(" - Nicd's 

Ni('d's "nsr l';tnk 
Pnmpiprrr - l.elling 

tn rh(' IQ.V.(~.j). 

Th" ('orps' hord"r t() th" I('ft, to the 1I.1'::.fliv. 
(LXXXIX.i\.K.) wi"ls for("q part northwf',r ()f fir·llinl<'r. 

Thr' hord"r Iln('s: 
17. - 10., ei"lst('rn ('dl(e "f Cr"h"n):". 
11i. - ')'i9., I.ellinf! (lh.). 
SS9. - 11., Fr('yh()lI~f"'. 

('()rp~' com mmHj post: 
fleiliw'nhronn (21 kms. (';Iq (If 1·1""[,i1"l). 

Division's conHni"lnd po';r: 
ll;j('rwriler (J 7.SS). 
.16.I)'v", }, kTll~. nnrthwrst pf Tf'tirl}~. 
')'i9., BMst - Mari('nthn!. 

The '(,.V.c:.D. surrender('d tl'" ["<111<"n1w'l: I>ridf'''he'1d, 
h(,C(ltl~(> of ~tr{)nf~ f"n~J1ly (lnd Il)(',11 ~i(lrtis;ln C1tt;l(-\.:S, At 

the 'i'it). ;m(l the lI.!'?])iv. th" enr'Tl\Y ntt,lr'''c.! with 
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the same monH'ntum and both divisions WCt'~ thus driven 
back. The II.Pz.Div. was subordinated to the Corps. Dur­
ing the night from IR-19 Novemher, the Corps withdrew 
te) the' Maninot Line with the 17. and 3(,.Divlsions. With 
the 5'>9. and the Il.pz.Div. it withdrew to the line which 
r'tn "Innn th,.. southern edge of Bois de Vahl _ Eherdln,{ 
- sOllthern edge of the copse west of l'ut(e1ani{e _ Sr. 
.Iran Rohrbach - western edge of Mitterwald - Altviller. 

Fif(hring-fit parts of the 559., and arrnored parrs of 
the li.iliv. remained to face the enemy. 

ilord!'f linl's: 

)('. - ,)59., Liking - St. Avoid 06.) - Marienthal. 
)')9. - 11., St. Jean Rohrhach (II.). 

Corps' hOlJndary on the left: 
I.XXXIi.Corps, Altviller (lI.). 

The ('ol1lm!1nder of the 347.Inf.Dlv., Who h:1<1 arrived 
rhe day before, (;elleralleutnant Trierenhrrg. took over 
[he command of the 17.SS-Div.'s sec[or, which was to 
relieVf~ the Kampfgruppe von MUl'hlen the nl'xt night. 

Corn m;lIld posts: 
347.1. I)., Bisten. 
36. V.(;.[)., Sf. AvoId. 
5')9. V.C.D., Boustviller. 
Ii.l'z.lJiv., Saaralhe. 

20 Novemher 1944 
- _. - ---

Durini( the night, parts of the 5'59. V.n.D. of the 17.SS-Dlv., 
arriving in the sector, relieved the Kllmpfi(ruppe von 
MlIchlen. The 17.SS-Div. took over the command of the 
5S9.Division. Parts of the 17.SS-Div. rcmllined in th(' 
347.'5 sector (or the present, Ilnd were F;u!Jordinatcd 
to it. They were relieved during the next few dnys hy 
arriving PArts of the 347.lnf.Dlv., and iJrotJr,ht b!1ck Into 
tl1<' 17.SS-lliv.'s new territory. 

The 559. V.n.D. was to be taken out for three to four 
d!1Ys. However, on a I.Armee order, It hlld to mflrch north, 
hccllusc fhe enemy had been successful with his attncks 
on our nelr,hbor to the rIght in the Saar direction. At 
our left neighbor the enemy broke through at Zabern 
and captured the Vosges passes. 

21-24 Novemher 1944 

!luring r-i-,;;se dnys the enemy had only local successes 
in the Corp!;' territory. On the rIght wing, at the 
J47.1nf.lJiv., he captured Bolchen, and at the 17.SS-Div. 
and the 11.Pz.Div. he approached the Hostenhach s('ctor. 
The 0;59. was committer! to the Corps' rir.ht wing. The 
NIl'(j sector, hetween Nledaltdorf and Busendorf, was 
sllhordinarl'd to the Corps. 

Ollr left nclghhor lost Saarllnlon. It was recaptured 
after a tough battle, by the II.Pz.Division. Saarunion 
now remained In the Corps' sce tor. 

25 Novemher 1944 

In the-earl-y--m-i;i-ning the Corps' situation was as follows: 

The main line of resistance was Niedaltdorf _ Bus('ndorf 
- Velvlng - Denting - Narbefontalne - Laudrefang _ Vahl 
- Ebersing - Puttlange - Schopperten - Saarunlon. 

Corps' border on the right to the J9.V.G.D.: Niedaltdorf 
(XIJI). 

Corps' horder on the left, to the A rmor. Train Division: 
Saarunion. 

Border lines: 

559. - 347., Velving (347.). 
347. - 36., Bambiderstroff (347.). 
Jri. - 17., Biding (I 7.). 
17. - 11., Retnerlng (IU. 

Corps' command post: Heilfr,enbronn. 
Division'.s corn tnand PO,;ts: 

S';9., Berviller, later WalJr>rfanger. 
347 .• Ilisten. 

3ri., St. Avoid. 
17.SS, HOllst viIJ('r. 
1I.l'z.,Ik'rblrzheim. 

Fnrly nn till' 2Srh, rh(' erH'rllY iHt;l("krd pV"r thr Corl's' 
whole front. with stron~! nrTnnrcd nnd rliT fillp['ort. TOIII!h 

hatties dpveloped at the 1)9. nnd tht~ H7.11Ivs. in thr 
Busenr!orf - J)entinr, arNI, in the )o.l1iv. nn hlth sidrs 
of the Fnlkent>err. - Landerfang rond, anri ilt thr 17.I1i\'. 
around I'llttlan);('. In spite of derprminrd rl'si.<;r;"l<"f', 
the enemy succeeded in pushing Clhe:1d its [','nf'trntinn 
3 kms. west of St. AvoId, ilt rhe J(,.Division. Otherwi.sr. 
his successes w('re small and unimportant, nOTwithstanding 
of the IClrge losses on Ollr side. 

Despite its murh we"Iwnrd flghtinr .,I>ilil\" hr'-;-'lIs(' 
of the Iwavy Imttlps, durinf! the ni)(ht from 2 r, to 2(, No­
vemh('r 1944 thp Corps llliHla),rri ro srt "l' " rH'\\' li"" 

of defenst'. Its Course was about Ni"ri:lltdorf _ Illl'<'nd(lrf 
via T('tprchen - Ni('derviss(' - 1l,1lt.-Jwl"Hn _ Lpni:"il"'r 
- St. Avoid Puttlnn?,('. 

Early on 2ri Nov('mher i944, the enpmv c"ntinw'ri 
his attack with rhp same force. St. A voIr!, which hr 
hnr! been mlstnkenly reported as encirr:led, in rhp morning, 
Wf!S cleared, by parts of the 36.V.C.ll. In thp wood rl('rth­
west of St. Avoid, parts of the 3ri. and 347.Divs. Wt'r" 
flr,htinr, all day long, with viJrving luck. Ag;-,in rh" enpmy 
did not penetfllte, iJS he hoped, on nny day. In th" nif{ht 
from the 26 ro 27 Novl'mhcr 10 44, the Sil.1! hill posit inns 
were Occupirri. 

Corps' h"rder on the ri,(lll, to th" I 'l. V'(;.Tl.: Nir<i;dt,jorf 
(559.). 

Corps' !>(Order on thl' I"ft: l)fH'hrlngrd. 
Horde r II nes: 

5')9. - 347., Hrrviller ('i'iQ.). 
J47. -1(,., Carlin" 06.). 
36. - 17.SS, F:lfchrrr.viller (J 7.). 
17. - 11., Il:lmharh (If.). 

The m"in line of r('sistlln,-p Wil.' ,,1()Jlf< N;r'<icrlrdnrf 
- nerviller - Pal<'k - Carllnf! - l\('tinr. - St, Avoid - I!lIndin,~ 
- lIatnbilch - Schol'l'f'rren - Sa:lnrnion. 

Corps' command post: Schririt (4 kms. r.~sr (lf S,~llr-­
brucckcn). 

Divisions' command posts: 
5S9., Wallerfrlngen. 
347., Blsten. 
3ri., Forh:lch. 

I?SS, (;rosr. llliedersdnrf. 
1I.l'z., Ikrhit7.heim, liltrr !'trinf{. 

"'. 
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During the period up to 2 Decemlwr 1944, the enemy 
broke through the front piece by piece. The Corps' troops, 
who had been fighting bitterly for months without rest, 
without enough ammunition, with little and sometimes 
without anti-tank weapons, defended themselves des­
perately against the ~uperior enemy, who was attacking 
with a strong air force. The Saar hill positions, west 
of Saarlllutern, were lost by the 559.V.G.D. A counter 
attack by the 2I.Pz.Div., hrought up temporarily and 
subordinated to the Corps for the time helng - which 
was supposed to recapture the commanding Sllar hill 
em placements - was unsuccessful. The 347. had to Sllf­

render Flllck and Merten. The 347. and the 36. were 
fighting bitterly for every foot of ground In the woods 
north and east of Carllng. The 17. lost woods and towns, 
one after the other. Our counterattacks accomplished 
only a temporary recapture. Only the well-equipped, 
well-proven 1I.pz.Dlv. could keep the Sllar positions. 

On 2H November 1944, the counterattack hy the Gruppe 
Rayerleln (Armored Training Division, 25.Pz.(;r.Dlv.), 
startec1 on 26 Novemher, failec1. It was conc1ucted in 
the left nelghbor's territory, with the purpose of recaptur­
Ing the Vosges passes. It failed hecause of a strong con­
centrated enemy armored attack, which was directed 
in a generally northeastern oirectlon, ellst of the SlliH. 

On I December, the 25.Pz.(;ren.Dlv. was suhordlnated 
to the Corps. The Corps' border was thus extended up 
to Tiefenbach, on the right. Ry evening of I Decemher, 
the left wings of the II.Pz. and the 25.l'z.Gren. had been 
wlthrlrawn Into the Saarunlon - Diemerinfcn - Wllldhamhach 
line. For reasons connect('d with thc chain of command, 
the Corps subordinated the 2S.Pz.(;ren.Div., which con­
sisted only of weak units, to the Commander of the Il.l'z. 

Division. 
Command post of the 25.Pz.(;r('n.Div.: Butten. 
On 2 Decemher, the 5S9.V.G.D. joirll"o th(' right nelghhor 

(LXXXll.A.R.) according to the Army's order. The Corps' 
new border ran from Bervelller (l.XXXI!.) to Griesborn 

(LXXXII.) • 

.3 Decemher 1944 
The enemy penetrnted Into ~anrlnut('rn nt our right nclf(h­
bor. The enemy armored attacks In the sectors of the 
17.SS, the If. Pz. and the 25. PZ.(;ren.Dlv. were continued. 
They caused deep penetrations. Sailrunlon WilS p('rmanently 
lost. 

4 [)('cf'rnber l'H.j 
Thc ('n('my attacKf"d tl", whol(, Corps' front with rf"n('\\"('o 
force. lie forced the ('orrs to withdraw till' front, in 
thf" night from 4 to '; Dec('mher 1944 tn the lin(" along 
K'trl~brunn woods - Holl('nf(T'1lwn - Vllr\1;1ch ~."'1f)~"'T1lIl,'nd 

- Wittrinw·n - f{ohrbach I,..s flitsch. 
Cnrl's' boro('r on the right: (r,r,<l.V.(i.11.) l1flch;lnf:""1. 
Corps' hnrrl,..r on the I,..ft: (I'('tlt,.. - n,..,if'rsdlinr:) , 
Hord,..r I in,.." 

H7. -Hi., (;rand Hos,..ll,.. (147.l. 
,6. - 17., Nnllssf'vili('r (H,.). 
17., Wict('rsh,'lm - Winring<'n (17.l. 

Divisions' cpm n1'1no posts: 
147.1.0.,l'uf'trling<'n. 
:J6. V .(;. D., 5;w rbnJ('cken. 
I7.SS-I'.C.P., Fschring"n. 
(;ruppe Wi(>(ershf'im: Oh('rgailbach. 

Th(' intended counterattack hy t h" ? 1 .1':-:. Pi v., IIn,\(>r 
the LXXXIl.A.K.'s lead,>rship, from tl1(' Twrrli"rn part 
of tl1(' Karlsbrunn for('st, did nnt come "ff. Its puq'ose 
was the rC<",Cll'ture of th(' S'1Clr'S w('st h;1I11<. The ).I7.1.]).'s 
right wlnf; had to he withdrawn to the West \\';111. The 
I7.SS-Pz.(;r('n.])lv. c\et('rmirHlt('dly defende(! the S"'!lr­
gcmlTend hridg('head. 

During the evc-ning, th(' 11.1'7.(;.11. ,"nd tlJC" 7<;.1'7.(;.11. 
were suhordlnat('d to the Corps lfead'pt;1ft('rs pf th" 
XC.A.K., which had been committed to th(' Cnq'" left 
wlnf(. The nf'W borc\('r of the Corps, on th(' left, r"n from 
Wlnring('n to HlIeshruecl<. 

Author's note: lI('r(' I h'1d to int('rrllpt my dict!1tion 
because I was ordered to get r(';Jc\Y for shipl11(,l1t '1t once. 

+++++++.f·tt-t-+"++++~-f + .... ~++++ 

r;rIMMINC; NI" X T I~;~;I IF 
Thr~ '~istory of ~;~:; Pnrn. Hn. :d1fl/hlHl. Ihr hr~linflinq of 

Rn f'pic nrt.iclp. hy I\ntnnin t--1trrH17. {Jnfl't fT1i~:; it! 

/ .. ,;,:."'t," •. '-

Photo of nn unknown SS OI>('rs\(rrrnfll('hrr'r who ww: f'ith('r 
kjl1('d or nlissinf: in fH'1 inn. 
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THE "SMOKE-MAKING" DETACHMENT 
OF THE WAFFEN-SS, 1943-45 

In Atlj!lJ;,t ]Q41, r1 r,p('cial ss tlSmoKr:-m;lking" J)('t(lchm~nt 
(SS-N"lwlaht"ilung) was :1l1rhnrize'ri for "ventual d"I'lny­
mt'nr in rhe vicinity of J1prchtPsgarie'n in rh" ()hersal7burg 
r('"ion, wh('Te Hitle'r har! his country r('tre,l(, the J\('rghof, 
It!=; mission W:1,s to n1flnllfarttlrr clolldr; nf .... ntificinl hrlZl: 

to ohscure th" aTeil from the viewsighrs of enell1Y "ircr,lfr. 
Snme 000 re(,(lVering IVnunder! soldiers and <1 hout 1(1 Ne '()s 
lVere' drawn from the ranks of :1ssorred SS Traininl, nncl 
i{epl!lcell1ent h,lttillions to ,,'rv(' in tlw 1l"t<,chrTlcnr. 
SI'"dfkally, SOJTle of rhe tmops came from rhe follnwinl~ 
lJnit.s: 

Pour NC()s ilnd !lrotJnr! 70 men from SS"P;'1l7er-Crenadier 
T&H Iln. 2 ilt Pwg-Rusin. 

10 N('()s and IS men from the ,ss Mountain T<\'d~ Iln. 
(, in H,.III<' in. 

Unsrecified numhers of NCOs and nwn from tl'" SS­
I'z.C;r. T&R Bns . .3 ilno 9 in Warsaw and Strahund. 

A hrief training courF:(' in air d(~f(>nsc techniqu(>s \Vas 
giv('n to the' members nf the new lktachment ilt Wllrz(~n 

nenr Lelpzir, hy Lllftwaffe troors. The COIITSe wns ('om­
pl<'ted nn 24 September 194.3 nnd the SS "Smoke''' troops 
were sent by rail to Berchtesgnoen, They werc initiillly 
qUilTtered in the Snuh Ilarmcks on 2(, September 1<)4'3 
!In,1 on the nf'xt day the unit W!lS nssemhlrd under the 
directlnn of IIstuf. Schwalger, the former CO of thr 
SS (;uard Comp!lny "Obersalzburg." At this time ahout 
IS Rottenfuehrcr (Corporals) were trilnsfcrred from 
the GU!lrd Compilny to the "Smoke" Detnchment to milke 
ur for !In NCO shortnge in the unit. 

Thc originill unit formation looked like this: 

Drtilchmrnt St!lff 
Stilff Battrry with Meteorology PI"toon 
1st R!lttery with I.-Ill. Platoons 
2nd Bilttrry with I.-Ill. PI!ltoons 
3rd Ililttery with I.-Ill. Pliltoons 

The oetilchment troops were armed with pistols, carhines 
imo a few light machine guns. The motor rool cOllt!lined 
only a few staff cars. The main "weapon" for the detarh­
ment was the "Fassnehclgetilet '43," il 200 liter tank 
filled with fog-producing chemicals. The operiltiorwl 
function of this device WilS rather simple: nllee ceTtilin 
valves had been opened the chemicals in the t!lnk were 
propelled into the ilir by me!lns of compressrd !lir jets 
ilnd tht'n a haze of smoky fog would hopdully form 
throughout the nearhy locality. This would be enough 
to ohscure accurate rlcrial observl1tion unopr n10sr CirCtllll­
stilnces. Special articles of rubber clothing !llnng with 
leilther ('oats, and trousers !lnd g!lS masks, weTr issurd 
to all tronrs who h!lndled the chemicills and for!~produ<:ing 
eqllil'ment. 

For ilhout n week after the Detachment had he'en a,­
spmblcd in Berchtesgaden, the squ!ld ""d platoon leaders 
wrrr ilssigned as observers to the Luftwaffr "Smok" 
Det!lchment" elemf'nts that were scattf'red through 
the rer:ion. Afterwilrds the Staff Se'rgennt ilnrl thr<'c 
of thC' NCOs set to wnrk pnssing on the ilcquirf'd opern­
tion;]1 informAtion to the rank !lno file of tllC' SS form:ltion. 

Some of the men from th(~ "Smnke-mflkinr," Det!lchlllent 
were illso rlctilched for guard duty on tlw Ohf'rsal7.burg. 

()n 10 ()('t()/)('T lt~4~. 11.';111(. ~~( hW;li};f'r lj(\('Luf'd Ih,' 1',' 

tachmrnr tC) }\(' rend y for dC'plcl" fljen t. \\'hc rt'1!~1( '11 if (':1 Illf" 

under thr jllri~di\-tinn or tll(~ SS }\nmmflndo "(Hwrsfll'~11Ilfl:," 
which ('ol1tr(lllpd nIl (1f thr SS unit~ in t~v" ilTlf'll"tii:lt(' 

vicinity. Th~ "SrnoJ.'e" P('t"chrnrnr ('pf"T<1tcd Ilnder thp 
title'S: SS~N('IH'rl;tl,t('iluni~/Wad, "I" "ObC'";"i:-b,,,,," ,1nd 
trSS--Neh(,J Knrllp.1nir ()h('r.c:;lI7:t~llr}('; ;-1 rield Po.c:t nllml'''r 
of OS H49 WilS 'lssirn<,rl ro the l:HteT title. 

Upon of>ploym ('nt, the DeL'l( h fnrn t IS pL,tfl'")rlS wc re' 

Flssigneci to sppcifi(- jr)(';11f'S th;lt h;lri bC'('n mnnTlcd t'\' 

Lllftw8.fff' trnop:=::. ()n('r relieved, thp J.'1ttrf s(ddirr.s thl~n 
p8:sscd on their f'quipmf'Tlt to the' SS "S rnn k(''' tr(\np.'~. The 
l)rtarhnH'>nt took ()v('r snTnr- 270 sln('kf~/fn~! ~~f'nC'r;lt()n~ 
from thl;' J.II(tw,lffr nnd (lssif!ncd MlH)11t 3() to f';}("h !'I;ltr\rlTl. 

The df'ploymrnt ;-If(,(1 fnr thf' ,"'lC't(lchmeTlt SlIl'-11nir·..; \':f~rn 
!lS follows: 

St!lff ilt the SS 1\,'1rr,,""" ()he'rs~L~I"lfr, 
Staff Ibttpry, MptC'ornlpgy l'I"tpoJ1 :11l<l Iq P:ltt"T\' 

ilt Oherg"". 
2nd llatt<~ry at lkrchtrs)!"drn with th" b,,(teT\' c~nJ111n"nd 

pn!>t troops qU(lrtf'fl'rf .1t the' l'.'-'f'h\\'nh"l)\\'irt" Inn 
Clod 1II. Platoon uncirf ll~('h(l. J)irts('h in nischnfs\\,:jC''..;f'n 
wirh 'I"ilrt('rs ilt tll(, "Nf'lIwinh" Inn. 

3rd ll!lttery :Hound thc 1\ "f'nigs('" (I.:tk,' 1\"C'ni~:). 

In close pfoxilni'ty to t1H" SS "srnoy,(''' tr(1(lr's W("fe thr> 

h!ltterlps of the 1l('\Vly formr" SS Fiilk-Ikr:l<'hm('nr "P" 
(for "llerchtcsgildf'Il"). Onf' of the hil7ards of I"e,.,t in\! 
the smoke-milking troops nf'xt to I'I"k sitf'S WilS tl,,.,r 
the artificiillly gcnernrcd h:l7f' frC'qllf'ntly nhnfll< tr<i 
the view of thp !lir rlefensf' gllnners. Thc onlv solution 
was to move the !lffccted FI<1k b!ltterif's hif~her lip tll<' 
mount!linsidps, !lhove the noxious fog. This in tllrn crrClred 
new supply prohlems !lS only park tr"ins of milks ",,"ld 
re!lch the higher ,,-iev!ltiol1S. For the mnst P"Tt, the tronl'S 
were quartered in priv!lte houses or in hote'ls ne"r th('ir 
deployment Me"s. Troops stntioned next to Fi!lk b:1tteriC'~ 
h!ld no trouble gctting hot me'nls, but those filrthcr afirl,i 
were not so Illcky. Evcntuillly voiuntper femnlf' heiJ'C'rs 
and office st<1ffers pit~hpd in to take hot provisions (lut 
to the more isol!lted elelllcnts. SS~St\lrTl1hannf""hff'r 
Frank, the WHrison C<lTnm!lnder at the (lhf'TS!l17burg, 
also h!ld direct ('omm!lnd of SS-Flak-Ikr. "Il" ancl c,'mm<l"d 
Jurisdiction over the SS "Smoke-making" l)et;lchTl1"nr. 
Supplif's and provisions ro thp SS "Smoke" tronl'S came 
throu"h tltf' Flak Iktachn1<'nt, but TPplnceJl)('nts '.Vf're' 
provided thrnugh the SS"Werfrr (p,)('kf'tl TTilinil"! ;lnd 
Replacement Der. ilt I\urrnark (rcl()(~ating to (','11" in 
late 1<l44!eilrly 1'l4S). 

The "srnok('" rrnrill('("rs went into (1('tinTl rlftpr rp(-''''i\'ifl~~ 

!In illprt from the "!'uehr('r Air E<'pon ef'nt r<1I," i1n nUi, (' 
<1tt!lched to tlw Staff I\nttcry of SS Fl:tk Pct. '<!lOO thtt 

came 11ncirr thp I)rt;lChTTl('Tlt ArijHtnnt, ()stllf. (;UI~nt"r 

Bulla until August 1944. Thi, offic'" "'''s n<>tifi('d "''''r\' 
time airCfnft We're spntlrd \vithin '0 rninlltr's flvin,? til!1(, 
of Bcrchtesg;lden. The v'Hiott.' FI<1K and "SITl"~<(''' b<ltt"ri." 
were then itllJl1,'diatcly ,-"ntil"tl'd I,y c1irC'ct fi,'I<I tl'I"l'h"n'~ 
hook-Up. 

Air ntt;:H~J.rs on th(' (H'('r~ilI7hurg Wf'r(' virtun!1v non· 
existent until th" Inst Jl10nth pf the Witr; the WclTst th,lt 
u~ual1y tranSpif('>d \\,(l~ An occ:1sinnnl ()vl'>rfli~~ht by lOA1li p i" 
!llrcr!lft. The Ilq of SS Flak lleU1( hrllCllt "1\" W!lS al'lf' 
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to milkc the following report on 10 .June 1944: "l)lr(,('t 
taids upon the ohject have so far not occurred. In S(~v"rill 
cases of overflight, fire WilS opened. The hit sitUilT ion 
was r,('nerally good," Anoth('r principai ('onc('rn WilS thar 
the enemy mir,ht milke an airhorne ictnding of troo!,s 
in the areR. To counter this thr('at periodic exer<'isf's 
were held where W-SS troops had to i'e comhat ready 
within five minut('s of heilrinr, the code word that signalled 
the Ilssauit. The cone word thM kicked off tite tr<1ining 
exercises w;]s "Entc" (Duck), whilp. rhe colic word "(;ei('r" 

(Vultur,-,) was to be used in the Clse of a reai ilttack. 
In the first half of 1944 iilround spring), Hstuf. Hallman 

assumed direct commilnd pf SS-Flilk ])et. "B," but Stllhaf. 
Frank remained in overall chilrgc of the Ohersillzhurg 
garrison. At this time tllP roster of "OllersCllzhurg" units 

stood ilS follows: 

SS-Kommcmdo "OhersCllzIJllrg" 
SS-Flilk Pet. "13" - Ilstuf, Hallmml 

Staff IlRttery - Ostuf. Schmitz 
1st llllttery (fUI cm) - Ostuf. MCltthies 
2nd Battery (8.8 cm) - Ostuf. Schueller 
Jrd lIattery (!l,8 cm) - Ustuf. Heumnnn 
4th Illlttery 0.7 Rnd 2 cnll - Hstuf. Kurz 

SS "Smoke-mnking" Oet. "ObersaI7htHi(" llstuf. 

Schwlligcr 
SS GUllrd Company 9 - OStuhClf. I1rbClt 
SS "Fuehrer" Motor Transport Column 
SS Stollcnbilll (Tunneling cv Fortifkiltjons) Compilny 

Authorized strength 
49 officers 
322 NCOs 
1,805 men 
TOTA L: 2,2.)6 

Actuill strength 
30 officers 
260 NCOs 
1,(;21 men 
TOTAL: 1,911 

SqUflO led by S5-Hottenfuehrer Srltupp; fjllnrtNcd in 

the "Ghlcck-Ilur' Inn. 

In thr SIITnmf'r pr 1\)4,1 ;\ rn:ljnrit\' (If rlir' "/ (11l11"lf fit" 
troops n.~;:;if:ned to the t)I'ers;lL~ll\Ir): J:1:!k :Hld "~;I1)('ht'" 

Pet<l( hrnl'nt!~ H'er(~ sent to (r('fllli!)I' \\':1((,'11 ~;l; 1!l1irs. 

ThC'ir pl;1('("r; were :l~;~;11I1H'd tly Y()IIIl)! l1)f'fllll('r~; (It thl' 
Rcicll Lnhor SeTvicp, ;lItholl)!h the' Jllilk {'( fhl' l)fllt': \1:1'[1' 

Rtl It COOl pr iSf"d n( fr( over ill~: \\'()lITl<i('ri Of 1':1 rt i:lll \' d '~;·1111f'.j 

soldiers. As (If I !\\1~~l!st i IQ·l, th,' "S!llo/;.f'" 1)('1:1' hl'll'flt 

W"S st ill iistt'd ns ;nl indl~p('ndf'flt W :~~~ [('1'\:1, ('r1\(~nt 

unit, hilT L1tc in tlw (;,11 "r i'll,1 iT \\'ilS "Ui, ;:1l1y ;"""'1,. 
nr,ltpd into ~)S FI;lK J)r-t. "1\" nnd tlll'n ~h(lr(~d till' Flt'ld 

P(>st nllmbrr (0; 7H(' 1\) of 1st 1\;ITtrr\' in The 1)('t:1' hJ1l"nt. 
As pf 20 Srl't('!Tthrr 1()44 thr fro"!, strrn"th nf SS­

Komrn;lndo '1()hp rsa17hurg" stood '1.~ follows: 

nS rn ()Kf"1 ;lnd F];lK I)f't;l("l)!ll(~nts 

4<) ()ffi('f~rs 
}91 N('()s 

I,S\O TlH'n 
T()TA i.: l,iI,?(l 

SS Sp(>ci;l1 Transport (~1l111mJl 

r; offkC'rs 
Ii I N('(ls 

lW, mrn 
TOTA L: 7 SJ. 

SS (;u.1rd ('ornp:lny 1'()11f'rsn17hlr)!" 

I officpr 
17 NCOs 

116 mrn 
TOTAl: ,(;.1 

1'oll<'r Firf' I'i,~htinf! l'ht('oTl 
1 nffief'r 
1 N('()s 

}(1 !Ttrn 
T()TA l.: 7., 

T(\t :11 str("flf~th 

"6 n(fir"prs 
I'll N('()s 

J,4S1mrn 
(;HANIl TOTAl 7,M)() 

In Frbrlt,1ry 1'14'), Thr Ill('n of thr S'; "Srn"", T":lKin,~" 
f)('tnch!Ttrnt hrf(Cln being rrr'!;'c('d hy f"[".,lr <;,; /.f;1i,ir'n 
from the SS-IIf'lfrrlnnrn·S<'llttlr ;H Ilr;ri('nh";I'1. M"q 

of thr lilst mCllf' tfOOpS kft in M:Hd, 1'1,1) ;1",1 \\'('re 

grollprrl with the SS FI:tk flf~t. "1\" Stnff I1:HtrfV in ()),pr-

SS--\1ntrr"cltllrf"rhrrf J.lldwir! 110 rtl 11 opr!'nl in!! It snlOl<r 
v.f'l1rrn\ inl~ "cvirf'. 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



r,:1I1. ~;()me of thf"s~ men W('re thrn r('iH;sif~rj('d to SS (;u:ud 
Cn. "Ohc"al;:hllrr(," thc locnl SS llnrrncks st;df, or to 
L,h"r SC'rvir'c construrtion rontinr,ents. ThC' learkr of 
th(' ~S-Maidcn "Smoke" Iktnchm('1lt was Tr;llldl Rock,-;troh. 
The SS womcn wcrc Inrr,dy 'lllilrtered in private houses 
illld rIrf'w their meills nnrl rations from rhc Ohf'rsal;:buq: 
L"hor Service harr"cks. When a m"jor "A l1ic,d" "ir raid 
WAS launchcd on the Obcr,-;al;:burg on 2(, April 194~ (an 
ohviolls neccssity since this was a t"rr,et area of no mili­
tary v;lhw whMsoev('r ' ), the al;}rm was given too late 
fnr most of etw Flak and "Smoke" units to do much good. 
Some RO W-SS troops wcr(' kill('d in the ilttack and an 
unknown number were w()unrl('d. I!ow('ver, the SS FIilk 
troops did manar,e to shoot down thrpe en('my aircraft. 

On 4 MilY 1'141, the f('male SS "Smoke" troops W('re 
ndvisf'rI to chilnf~e into civilian dr,'ss iJnd try to make 
their Wily home viil Rnmsilu. SOnl(, of them took this 
"dvi,"(', but nlost ilpparently didn't. Two or thrC'e platoons 
of mal(' SS mc'mbers of the originnl "Smokc" f)('tachrncnt 
Wf'r(' orrlcred to march to Sc!wllenhcr;, to h('lp with the 
df'f('nsi,·" ('f(ocr rh('re, while nnotll<'r "Smoke" group 
o( erhout (olll!,any strctwth (which herd possihly b"cn 
"ssii~nT'd to thp lHrh SS Div. "Nib"lun):en">' wers orderT''' 
to join Cln Army bMII'>f(roup at Ilad Fe" hcnhall. As 
thin,~!; turned out nOflt; of th~ .qbnvC' troops ('V('r F:;:tw 

nny more cornh,1t action. 

Ilf'rchte'sgad"n fell In tile l!.S. 7th Army with only 
lok"n resisternce on MilY I'H'i. Soon afterwards the' 
"Smnke" troops who WP.rr. en rotJtf' to SctlPIlf'nbrrr, gavr: 

up the rffort ilfter having milrchcri for two days in r1if(kult 
mounulin country. They disbandcd, and inrlividu . .,lIy and 
in smnll grou!,~ tri('d to makc their WRy horn('. Tt",ir 
S'J('c('ss rClte in this ('nd('nvor is unrerort,~d. Of the SS­
Mniden "Smoke" troops, most wpr(' cill,rurT'd hy the Arneri .. 
CHns on the OtlPrsalzburg and held for severell w(,pks 
in " I'()\V camp at Ilischo(swirsen 11T'('1[(' bein): rel"ilsed. 

SS·()sluf. Emil HordH'rt, horn 73 Mny I R!17 in KOC'Jli!;,;hf'rr:; 
MIA in Ihp IIlllhC' I'opkel south of lIC'r1in on 2!J April 
1945. 11" h/HI ellrliC'r served in the Eni:ineer Hn. of the 
"DlIs I{ejeh" Division. 

SS--(Jren. Kllrt /{ppk, horn in 1925 in Ellst Prllssill. MIA 
.JlInulIry 1945 in IIwlnpesl while servinl; with SS Anti -tllnk 
lJetllchrnr.nt H/"Florilln GeYl'r" /)ivision. 

SqUAd kd hy SS l!Sdlll, [)i"I"d, ("IlItHli"f:. bnck ril:fr1) 
frorn Ill. Pllltoon/7.nrl HnltC'cy "Inlior1('d ill i!isdlOfswi,'>;pn 
nellr Ikrd,t('sr:IH1('n, .JnClllllry I !H1. 

()nf' f.m:lIl group ()f SS \VOTnf'Tl ;lnd nu'n, in {"i\'ili"lfl ;)I! Ir", 

sp~nt ahollt thrr(' \V('('KS in tllt' I11()HflLlins !'c/{\r!' ('rll (\tIn 

tc-ring Arnf'rkan soldiers. They W('re th!'Tl nJ'le !n SI!'"( (~<~<.; 
fll1ly r;)f;S thf'rll<:;rlv('s n(( ns rn;Hric'd \~'(ll)lk!1f1(~r~ :111-1 
thus C'vadr·'d c"l'l"ivity. 

(Fo[ II10rr infnrrnntioTl Of! the SS "Sfllnii(, rn:lkin~:" 11/'_ 
tfl.chmf"nr f-('f~ "f)ie SS N("lw":1I\tril\Jlll~ '(. )h'r'~;ll-!\Irr\:'" 
by \Volf~Ulnf~ Vnpf'U,;lJ in 11('r Frr-iwilligC' ((If Fr>!'r'r:nv 
8nri' Mi1rch I Q 7

r
), (tnd Ilitler's 1\-'rsPllnl SI'("urity I'v i','tr'r 

]foffm"nn (MfT I'ff'SS, 1 <)·"I). i 'i 

SS-St.Ojt!. (Offi('C'r Cnnrlirlnt(') Willi Il(",cinf;. born ~7 
,Jl1nlJllry 192:1 ill MernPl Illld s('rv('d wilh 1st Co./SS Acrnocf''' 
Upper. /)C'tlldlrn('lIt I/"J.SSA 11"; lisl ('<IllS 1111 M I A Ilt nCl 
unknown dlll('. 

SS-Usdlll. H(,Il('dikt SrhllcsdHnidt, horn ill Y"I;,,,;fllvin 
in I9l!J, nlld "('fv,..,1 wilh tI,(, !Iq Stllff I'~,,'()rt ('ornpIlIlY 
11l of fhr. IHlh SS Division ""nrst W('ss('L" MIA IlrllC 
Lllke 1!1l1llton in N()vclllbf't" I 'H1. 
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THE WAFFEN-SS MUSIC SCHOOL 
AT BRAUNSCHWEIG 

The sped"l "lyre" coll"r ""tch for SS Muf,ic School I'"pils. 

The Waffen-SS Music School was established In [\ralln­
schwelg on 1 July 1941 with the assistance of the SS 
Officer's School In the same town. There were 60 sturirnts 
in the first training class and the first school director 
was Hstuf. Edgar Siedentopf. Most of the IndividUAl 
training group instructors were drawn from the NCOs 
attached to the hand of SS Rgt. "Germanla"/Division 
"Wlklng." The students w(lltld fre'1u('nrly rc>ceive instru­
mental training from members (lf the llri1unschweig City­
Theatre Orchestra, but at all times their activities were 
supervised either by the school commandrr or an SS 

Instructor. 
Tight supervision was necess:uy since mOf,t of the 

students were young teenagers who enrolled in the school 
at age 14, with parental permission, for a four year term. 
After completing their studies at the Music School the 
students were then obligated to serve for 12 years in 
the Waffen-SS. Structurally the school consisted of one 
main building which housed the staff, a large examination 
hall, numerous practice rooms and supply and maintenance 
shops for clothing dispersal, tailoring, shoe repair, etc. 
There was a barracks (actll8l1y a boarding house), for 
the pupils, with quarters, wash rooms and a kitchen along 
with a band chamber. Lastly there was a training harracks 
that contained a gym for physical education and a number 

of sound-proof practice rooms. 
The school provided the students with a full range 

of musical instruments, Including ahout 40 large and 
small pianos, which all pupils were re'luired to play. 
The study program at the school ran ilS follows: 

I. Instruction in a main instrument, such as i1 trombone. 
2. Instruction In a secondary instrument, such as a 

cello. 
3. Ohligatory piano traininf(. 
4. Instruction in music theory, harmony, history, instru­

ment construction ann operation. etc. 
S. Training in orchestral and chamber music playin~(. 
6. Basic m usica I exe relses (u p th rough the second yea r 

at the school). 
7. General instruction in Cerm:ln, Math, Ccogri1l'hy 

and lIistory. 
R. Physical education and sports. 
The aptitude and progress of the students W;lS tested 

and monitored throughout the yeilr. The t"lining rnetlwils 
at the school proved vcry successful and within a v('ar, 

sturirnts wrfP rthI(> t{1 piv(> plJ!llic concerts whj·-h pH)\'cd 
(1\IIt(> poplililr to both pilrricip:lnts ,lnd '1'<" (;It('<' aliKe. 

In ICJ4J. the schnnl s('vrrrd its l{),!i~tks C(lnrH"',-tit1Tls 

to the SS ·JlInKrrschulr "Brnl\nschwf'i~~" ;)nd lk'C:1T1lf' ;1 

totnlly independent fileility. 1\1' 1944 rh" 111l1111'''r nr q\l~ 
d(>nts hFld grown to 220 FInd IIstuf. Fb('rl\;ndt hnd suc','cedt'd 

St1Jdf'nts At practice. Note (',,!i;l[ p:ltrh. 
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Edg[1r Sic'dentopf {who had heen promoted to StlJhaf. 
<1nd tr<ln~ferr"d elsewhere} <1S commander of the school. 
During the S<1me year the rown pf llraunschw"ig hecame 
more ;lnd more the target of vicious (,Ilcmy nir att;l('ks, 
which end<1ngered the Music School, its young pupils 
(lnci of course, its invC'ntnry of many v;)ltlabl~ instrllnH~nts. 
A decision was therefor" made hy the Musi";li Insp,Ytoratc 
of thf' Wafff'n-'SS under Stuh:]f. Leander lIatHk (Iater 
VIA), to rt'lnc.1te tlw school to the S;l(,-'t)' pf the slllall 
town of lIad SaiJrnw in Ilrandenhurf:. 

In J<lnu;lrY 1940" lIad Snrrow itself hccal11P. endangered 
hy the <1dv;)ncing He!! Army and the MI"ic School of 
the Waffen-SS had to he dlssolvcd. Thc pupils were scnt 
horn" whcre possible, and the staff memhers were aSSigned 
to rh" newly <1uthorlzed 32nrl SS Grenarller Division "30 
Januar," \Vhrrr they were used in the formation of the 
d iv is iona I reconna issance detach men t. 

Puring the SChool's existence, th" pupils wore the 
standard field gr<1y uniform of the Waffen-SS with twin 
black collar patches bearing silver lyres. A mNal lyre 
ernbl"m was [1lso worn on the shoulder straps. A W[1fff'n-SS 
sl"eve title bearing the wording "M usikschule Braun­
schweig" was worn, but the somewhat ambiguous status 
of the youthful students was emphasi:wd ily the wcaring 
of fiitlcr Youth belts and armbands at the same tirne. § 

Students on dress parade with collar patches, armbands 
and sleeve titles. 

SS·Uslur. AnIon Schllden, born in 1912 in C7.CdlOSlovnkill. 
OeclJplltion: slIlcsJnlln. Unit unknown. MIA lit (;lIhlon7. 
in MIIY 1945. 

On I May 19'15. in the city of Lipaja rUb;JUJ. Kurland 
Province. Latvia. a provisional. free LAtvian qovernrnent 
WAS established. with the tacit approval of the German 
occupying forces. Because of continuous. heavy "Allied" 
air raids the members of the new government were not 
Able to assemble and meet until 5 May 1945. At that 
time. Waffen-Standartenfuehrer Osis. the former com­
mander of WAffen-Grenadier Rgt. 43 of the 19th Latvian 
S[3 Div .. was selected as Minister-President. He immedi­
ately proclaimed the existence again of a sovereign Latvian 
nation. 

Osis tried to negotiate an agreement with Col.Gen. 
Hilpert. the German C-in-C for Kurland. to guarantee 
the safpty of the soldiers of the I 9th WGOdSS in the 
event of a German capitulation. But Hilpert could qive 
no promises as he was bound to follow orders from the 
new [Joeni tz qovernment. At ILJOO hours on [J May the 
German surrender in Kurland went into effect and the 

last free government of Latvia. led by a Waffen-SS officer 
no less. passed into history. On 718 May 1945. 25.000 
military personnel. mostly wounded and including some 
Latvlan troops. were evacuated by sea from Kurland. 
Two hundred thousand others either went into Soviet 
captivity or took off for the woods. 

S~)-Ustuf. von Schw81hp [horn I <:J I:l) from rhp 3 J st SS 

Gr.Div. "[18tschkn" W8S killpri in Snvipt c"ptivity hpt~JPp" 
Koenif19rcCletz and GI"tz on 1'1 Mny IlJ'15. 

SS-M;lOn r-p.rrii"Clnrl Wolf, born 7[1 Fphrtmry 1<:J7fi in n;vlf'n. 
Odessa [Ukrainpl. joim'd the Waffpn-SS on J 5 ,Iuly 1'-1'14 

in Rastr.nhurq. ["st Prussia. f\ftpr complptinq hC'lc,ic 
training he was spnt to thp 17th r;!; PCIf17er r )iv. "HI t lor 
Jugend" in Novpmher 19'1'1 at Wpfplinqhofpn np;1r fess"n. 
where he was Rssignpd to 10th Co.!SS Pz.lir.Pqt. ;~fi. 
He particip"ted in thp. ArrJp.nnes Ufff'nsive with this 
unit and W8S wOltnrlp" np"r 1\8chpn on 72 [Jpcprnbp.r J qqq. 

Wolf WAS thpn sent to v8riotls hospitals. v/indinq up 
in one in Brpqpnz on the f30dpnsee {I_ilke Cnnsumeel. 
At the end of April Hl'l5 he went into f\mprir.8n cClptivity 
and was held until MArch 19LJfi in POW camps Bt Zipqenh"in 
Rnd Wiesbaden. A trPRcherous dpcision W8S thp" mmip 
[at this lAte date when all of the Soviet intpntiDns in 
Europe were well known!} to dppnrt Wnlf to rhp com­
munists. This stpmmed from the fact that hp '''ClS st i 11 
a "citizen of thp U.S.S.P .... despite his ethnic-r1"rmCln 
heritage. I\s a result Wolf '''85 swiftly pl8Cf,d on trlRI 
for treason and gi vp.n a lengthy spntence to rhp 51 RV" 
labor camps. 

In ,Janu"ry 1955, After Ir.nqthy stints in concporrrnion 
camps at Vladivostok ;lnrJ M"'1Fl(iRm. Wolf WClS rpl",-,sprJ 
hut not pr.rmitted to IpClvP th" cOtlntry. f·'inEllly. in J ll'l'l. 

FprdinanrJ Wolf renliZPd his 8mhition ro V8eFltp thp "work_ 
er's pFlrFldisp" in which hp hFld b"pn forcihly (jPt810prj 
and emigrAt" to West Gprm;my. 

SS-MFlnn WAltpr KMI [born 1'177l. FI mprJ;c \"ith :,~~ MotlntCl;n 
MprJieFlI Co. I:lI"HFlndsch"r" Lliv .. WFlS killed hy u,rrnrists 
in March l'lqq ilt TuzlAr. RosniA. 
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THE "SWEDISH COMPANY" 
3./SS ARMORED RECCE DET .11 I"NORDlAND" 

Frolll I ~)'J:l-'IS, 11'<1 COlllj)llflY of Ill!' Her"'(' l)etll<'illl1ellt 
of the "Nordlllnd" Division hore the sobriqll('t, "The SW('''i,,11 
COlnrAny," ('hidly be(,llllse it contnined n nenrly 1111-
swedish platoon (tV, Platoon), flnd hnd Fstoninn ethni"­
Swedes sell tt er(,(j throllghollt tile compnny nlong with 
either A Swedish compnny eommanrlPr 01' Swedish officNs 
nttached to thc compnny. In formnt the componv eonsisted 
of three light ormored s('out cnr platoons nnd the IV. 
(heAVY) Plntoon, whose flrmored v('hieks had lWllvy 
mAchine guns mounted upon them. 

Almost all Swedish in composition, IV. Plntoon consist(''' 
of onc or two officers, five NCOs IInd :1O to :1:, Tll('n. 
Its first commAnder WAS Oschll. \\IallN Nilsson, wns 
KIA on 2~ ,Jnnuury 1944 nenr Hogovitzky. FOllr Swedish 
offi"ers eventlwlly served with IV, Plntoon, ond two 
of th('m were nlso kil1f'el-in-oction. 

Much of :Ird Compnny was composed of ('thnic--(;Nrnnns 
from Romania, AmI there w('I'e con(~entrlltions of other 
Sronrlinnvions IInd swiss in it Ilnd the dclndllllent os 
A whole. In eorly Septemtwr 1 !)~'I, tile Swedish (')"ew 
of on Ilrmor('d personnel cnTTiN from :Ird Compllny (Sv('n 
Aim, Mllrkus Ledin flnd Inw'mnr ,Johnnsson), wer(' repnirinp; 
the motor of their broken-down vf'hick in 11 concenl('(1 
position nenr ])orrnt, Estonill when they notieed SoviC'! 
motoriz('d forces bypnssing thelll. They went on Witll 
thpir work Ilnd in fl fC'w hours had the motor opernt inp: 
ngflin, hut it then proved impossihle to make nny further 
contAct with their \lnit. So they trovcled by night in 
t heir vehicle throllgh Sovi01 o"cupied ten'i tory lint i I 
they ev p ntlll1l1y reached the Estoninn cons\. lIer(' the 
trio wos IIhle to secure civililln clothe's nnd n fishing 
hoat which they used to tnke th(,1Tl snfely Heross the 
Bnltic to Sweden, thus eSC'llping both Soviet cflptivity 
nnc! the trflvllils of the rest of the wnr. 

Onc of the Swedish offiC'ers killed with :1('(1 Cornpflny 
wns UStllf. nunc Ahlgren, who hlld hrokf'T1 off his officer's 
training course at tile \Vllr College in Stockholm to join 
the Warfen-Ss, Ill' fell near lllIllH, LntviA on 30 OctohN 
1 !J44 flnd was buried in the outskirts of the town. IInother 
Swedish officer who hnd s[wnt some time with the compnny 

Swedish s..c:; volunteers with the "Nordlllnd" Division on 

the Nafva Front. 

flt Nnl'vlI, 1I,luf, 'I'h'll'k,'1 Tilllll:<llfl, I'!II', 1,1,\ TIf'1I1' ('IIf'II~ 
in NOI'Tllllndy nil 'Ill ,I,ll\, 1'111 while 111111,'1"'01 III Ill" ',I:df 
of an ss Pllll'IJ'I' ('nrp'; fl'~ 11 \\1nl' (,1)lT("'IHlTl!\f'flt. 1 \!!rllll~ 
the finnl bnlllps of Ill!' "Nnrdlnnd" ili\'i':inn ill 1I,'rlill 
the stlrviviTl~~ 11l("lTlh(>r.~ of 1110 tTSw(,di ..... il (:OIll{lHf)\''' r,f'T)prnllv 

Uschll. Sven Erik 01 ",<;on , Swedish rndiomnn with the 

"Nordlnnd" Division. 

"Nor(lInnd" m('dicnl officers; 11 Sw('dish SS doctor is nn 

t1lf~ ril,ht (note Armslti"I,P). 
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(ought on foot ns infnntrymen. At IPAst some membt'rs 
of the company, including its l(lng·-time! commllnder, 
IIAns-Gopstn Pehrsson utilized a Swedish nrmshielrl in 
the nlltionnl colors of blue ono Ye!lIow. 

Reported Numtx>rs of Swedish Volunteers 
in the Wafren-SS 

One hundred ond one os of :11 .Jnnunry 1944 (from n speech 
by Ogruf. flerger; out of this totnl nine hlld been killed 
Ilnd seven wounded). 

One hundred nnd thirty (J)nvid Littlejohn in F0r:.<:.~gl! 
Legi~112 ~J'!!!<.: l'hird .Rf'ich, Voiumf' 3). 

One hundred Ilnd fifty (ns of OctobN 1943 nccording 
to the hend of (;ermnnic Volunteer recruiting, the Swiss 
OstubAf. /Jr. Frnnz Hiedweg). 

One hundred amJ seventy-five (IlS of 2S .July 1942 IH'cord­
ing to If. I'ick(>r in IIitlrr's Toble Tnlk). 

Three! hundrpd and-fiftpCn~;,,;'cnl October 1944 (from 

nn unpuhl i·,hed hiof,rn phV of ()f~TII f. (;01 Iloh [ll'rf!pr bv 
Hobl'rt I\uehler - 'his is rlosl' 10 thp "'hunl" c'<lil1lnl", 
by nssorted IVnffpn-SS histo"inns). 

Sw("dish CRsualti("s in tlw Warren SS 

About 3D to 4" killed. !,ennNt IVcslhNg, Who is probllhlv 
the most Acrurlltp nmong 111<"p who 1lIlvP writlrn nhollt 
tllf' Swedish voltllltl'prs li·<ts I:ln sll"vivors 0111 of nn r',li­
mAtrd 17" SWI'drs in thr WIlfff'n--SS. 

Additionnl Mnterinl on Swedish Voluntee"" 

See nrtirles by !,pnnprt WpstbPrg' on thp Swrdi"h Wnffrn SS 
in the .n-,,~~s.rl~.2 ::0~lIt.pnjl'llr"Il!11 for 1 ~IR4, I !lR:i. nnd 
1986, and I,)."! !'!!'J~illiG."- nlAgllzinp for Srptprnhrr And 
October 19H4. Also Sf'r Ihp chnptpr on Swrrlrn in :\n 
l)putschpc':.~,,-il.'C hy IInns WNnrl' Nrlllrn, § 

-'-------~----- ---.---------~---.---~-.-.------. -_._-

Ant i-tnnk gunners from the S8-Totcnkopf Division in 
combllt during n defensive engagement. 

o 0 0 

The FI('mish volunteer .Tnn Rnmpelberg' from j,ondrrzPf'1 
WAS killed in action fit KhArkov in eArly I !l43 while sprving 
willl SS PAnZf'r Hegiment 2/"Dos Rekh" Division. Two 
othrr Flemish volunteers with the same unit, Mnrcpl 
V(>f('11uter from Oost(>nde And a medie nllmrd [)p (,IPrcq 
from (;hrnt, w('re both murdered by Fl'rnch t(>l'rorists 
0.('., "pnrtisnns"), in F!'flnrc in I !114. 

000 

.1IH'<j'If'S Th. f<uiprr, n form('r J>utch Army CAptnin nnd 
pilot, WIIS 11 long-limp memb('r of the J>utch Nntionlll 
S(willlist rnov"nH:nt, IInrl dllring 111(' war yellrs served 
with Ihe N,S.H. Lllbor Srl'vicp Ilnd the !'1l1I(h~ncht Ncrl('r­
lAnd (0 Wnff<'n-SS rlln hOIllP-(;uArd militi,q). llllrinr, lh(' 
winter of 1944/4" h<' WAs thp Lnnriwncht commnndnnt 
in Amst(,f'rinm. 1l""llusr the severity of the winter w('nther 
and thc shortngps thAt llffected much of tllr Npth<'rllHHIs 
nt the timr, it was not IIncommon for civilinns to pilf('r 
motor oil for hpllting purposes from (;ermnn tnnkel' trllcks 
And olhN vehirles. Althollgh tI,is probnhly conslitlltpd 
"snhotngp," 1(lIirer instrlJctrd his Lllnrlwnrht pntrols 

to tllrn n "blind f'yr" to this prllrti,'" wl1r11rvrr I)()'sihl(>. 
Of cours ... the post-WAr "liherntion" govrrnrnrnt in 

I/ollnnrl d"lnonstf'lltrd no gf'lltilllclp whntsoevrr f()f' lI1is 
and Kuiper WIlS trenled to n long nnd b"lIlnl im[,risnnmrnt. 
After his rplr",p he lpft for" nrw li((' in SOlltl> Afril'f\ 
And he di(>d tl)(ll'(, on 1.1 April 1!IHfl. 

o n n 

The Ffpmi,h Vnlllnl(>rr offir",. [hlIlL Ihfnf'j dr \Volf. 
born 30 .IlIn" I <)04 in Antwrf'!" wns An nrt [,l'ofC's',,,,. wh" 
tnllght At n s('hool f(H' wllf'·~disllhl(>d WnUrn SS \'('I",'III)S 

thllt WIlS set liP hy tl>c' SS ~llIin (l((i"" in (:,"'/. 1\1I'.ll'i!l. 
[)" Wolf wns I".<t ""Ill'd frolll in (;"IIZ III th" rlld of I h,' 
WAr. 

flcnis Smits, 11 fOrlll"" mrmh"r of th" i;(>rmnnic SS in 
Flnnrlrrs, 1I1f' SS (:11111'<1 "St. Tf'lIidpn" Ilnd thp Wn((('n.SS 
who survivrd Ih(> brlltlll posl-wllr ('oncrnlrnlion ('!lIP!, 

at B ... vcrlo, llf'lgiuln, dird on R ,Jnnllnry 1972. 1[(' IV"s 
only 50 yeArs old. His ('f'rrjo in lif" wO'; tn: PFi;:"1 (1)1' 

a frf'f' Flnndf'rs, within n fr"I' (;C'rmnnv. within 11 rrp" 
Europe." 

Photo of n 'Iweinl holidAY mess nil!"! al the sln(f o( 
V. SS MOllntnin Corr>s. An IIni<lentirif'd OhNrlle"rf'r (pos­
sibly Corps' ArliIJpry CommlH1<ier Mnr!in Konradt), siI'< 
on the rit~ht. Second from Ih" Ip(t is Fnm7. Mnllricp, 
Who transff'rr(>d into the Wllffen ~SS and sprv,," will> 
V. SS CorJ'S sta ff in Novemt~r 1 !114. 
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ANNOUNCING ... 

The Milita.rr. Histo!y Enthusias,! (MBE) is a new weekly nAwslfJtter-type puhlic<1tion <1imerl <1t the 
military history researcher, historian, co11ector, gamer, model-builder, a!l well <1!l <111 veter<1n!l 
and anyone else with an interest, fascination, or de!lire to know more ahollt the mnny intere!lting 
fields of military history. 

MBE is not, however, about military history - battles, wnrs, gener<11s, soldier!l, wen pons, etr:. 
What MBE is about is helping you to locate the thousands of Hems and services offererl, f'lDrl who 
has them, where they can be obtained from, and for how much. 

Items and services actually seen and utilized hy contributors to MIlE will be reviewed. In Rddi­
tion, mentions of products, books, magazines, organizations, sources of !lllpply, archives, mU!lellms, 
etc., will be made - even if the item mentioned has not actuRlly heen viewed or utilized hy MilE's 
contributing staff. 

You can discover products and sources you never knew fJxistfJri ... gfJt tlm ]ntnst informntinn 
on new releases and future projects before anyone else ... you can even ask MIIE nhout where 
to find that item or service that you have been looking for all theso yenrs. And thilt's not illl. fJither. 
Then') are mrmy more benefits to receiving MBE, but the only wny YOIl cnn mally rifJtermim'! MIlE's 
worth to you, is by ordering a subscription - or at least a silmplfJ copy or two. 

Here's the Deal ••• 

MBE is published and maiJed weekly; it is shipped via first r:1nss in thfJ U.S. nnd hy illrmnil 
overseas. Each issue contains a minimum of four pages (8 !"xl1 ") packed with useful information 
for any military history enthusiast. 

Single copies sell for $1.00 ($2.00 overseas). A year's suhscription is only $4!).on ($90.00 over­
seas). That's just 86H per copy ($1.73 overseas). 

Don't want to subscriber for a full year just yet? Then you can order a sllhsr:ription for ilny 
numher of issues from as few as 10 to as many as 48 issues at only 904: per copy ($1.80 OVer!leilS). 

But if you subscribe for a full year right now [yonr payment in fulI must rear:h MHE no later 
th,m 15 January 1988], you'll get all five December 1987 issnes ahsolutely FHEE! 

The first issne will be published on 1 December 1987 and iss11en evmy week thfJrenfter. 
Your immediate response to this offer is cordially invited. Hospond tod<ly and you'1I hegin to 

enjoy yonr interest in military history much, much more. 
Thank you! 

Send all orders, correspondence, queries, etc., to: 

The Military Enthusiast 
218-MHE Beech Street 

Bennington VT 05201 U.S.A. 
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