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Vihole Number 42 

THE WAFFEN-SS IN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

ss security troops have apprehended a female Soviet 
saboteur with the assistance of local citizens and fanners 
on 6 July 1943. She had been air-dropped behind Lhe 
German lines. (Photo never before published.) 
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EDITORIAL 
The Achievements or WWIl IIistoriclll Hevisionism 

In light of the continuing estutJlishment merlin strnngl<'--holcl 
on the c1etel'lnirwtion of whHt PIlSSI'S for "historiclll trlltll" 
in our society, it is sometimes difficult to feel optimistic 
abollt the effectiveness of Ilistoricul revisionism, plll'ti
culHrly us it [lp,'tnins to tile WWIl era, As SOIHPOIll' who 
has been sUIl\Pwlwt of 1I p"IICtition(,r in this field for 
over lti YPllrs now, I f"PI IHl assessment of WIHlt 11IIS 1)('('11 

a('cornplislll'r! is certainly due. 
It sppms to rne ttlllt the first und foremost furH'lion 

of revisiolli<,nl is to i"';II"c Ihllt th" (ruth is pllsspd on 
down the lillP to flltllre [;('nerlltiolls, It rnlltters not lit 
ull I hll tit is nol flrlly I]('cepted by tilt: ppo!>le in chnrv,c 
(I'd be worried if it WHS!), Hnd theil' b"llin-WHShf'd minions, 

11 it Iws to do is to readl H few of tile ri(';ht p('(lplp so 
,IHt the torch can be pHssed on. And when H re--evIIIIlHt ion 

of tile history of 0111' century tukes plllce, liS is bOllnd 
to hHppen sOf1ledny in the distHnt futul'e, ttH'n tile revision-
ist position cun be plllced in its proper perspective. 
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On tll(, other Iwnd, th£' rllth£'r mocif'st revisionist field 
hns ulreAdy scored some startling- achievernents, 1'1)('r(' 
cf'rtHinly would IlHve I>f'('n fHr more victims of "Allif'd" 
justice in the post-war ('ra hod not slIch fm'cf's liS the 
l\1alrnedy TrihlHlItl becn exposed to tile proper p('oplf'. 
I\1l1jf'r Wllltf'r I{f'(jpr, fl nrlln who hns bel'n writtf'n up 
in SIE(;HUNEN, WIIS rf'!I'flserl from n life sl'ntef1('p in 
Italy due Hlmost f'ntirf'ly to the efff'cts of rf'visionist 
writings about lhl' d('('ds for which lle hnd been fnhf'ly 
/}('cus('d. The Pl'o(('sts ttlllt ('lUll" liS Il ["('SlIlt to Ihe 111l1i"'l 
gov('rnll1f'nt from 1111 OVf'r Ih .. world, IIncl most p,'olllirlf'lIllv 
from tilt' U.S.I\., ~('nllill,.jy stHrtlp.! the ppopl" in "hlll'gt·. 
Fl'llnkly, if WWII revision "liS don(' no Illill'P 1111111 IIt'lp 
Hccornplish tll<' r'plellsl' of this courllg('ous IIllln it 11IIS 
been more thlln wortll\\Ihilc,1 

One cnn Hlso tllke IWflrt in th(' filet thllt ,'evision;st 
writings, tllOlI[~h not widely circulated, 11IIvc plllced Ihe 
enerny camp on the defensive. TIlf'y have hf'cn forc('d 
to waste much time find ('ffo,'t bolstering positions whidl 
11I\d heretofore been considered sncrosllnc\. It i<; only 
H holding Rction to be Slll'e, but it should be ('onsid('r('d 
n victory when so much of their time Hnd reSOIlI'C('S is 
tied down in producing obnoxious movies, mllseUIlIS Hnd 
monuments Hmt are not going to flppenl to nnynne bllt 
those who have n stllke in perpetullt inK tile fr/lutl. This 
sort of overkill CHn only hnve fl twneficiHI effpet in tll(' 
long fun. For nil pra('ticRI purpo<;es the n('nr---term is 
shot to hell nnyw/ly, so whllt we rnust Him flt is posterity. 
So fHI' rf'visionisrn hns proved itself to be 11 cheHp and 

effective method of fig-htin~ back' 
From R personRI point-of-view, hnve no illusions 

Of pretensions Hbout my own endenvo,'s; 1'111 n('illi(',' 11 
scholHr 01' hislorilln, just someone who tries to ('hronldl' 
the truth working ["orn whlltever inforrnntion is Hvailnhlc 
to rne. NAI{VA 1944, IIlthough per']wps no grl'lIt g-uns 
US n literury work, hHs touclled nn emot ive thread in 
mllny, Illany people who were completely unnwnre of 
the subject, IInd tlillt fit lenst is fI positive si~n' 

I will t)e quite frnnk in stnlill['; thnt I hllve rwither Ihe 
time, money 01' inclination to delll with the current "~~IHIl'd
inns" of OIl' lootcd IIrchives of wllr-time (ierrlllHlY Hlld 
its ulli('d stlltes. Hut I will continue tn do llIy best to 
try nno keep pl'psenting the story of tile Wnffen-SS without 
either compromising my inte[;rity or idealism. Sonwlinli's 
it is necesslll'y to spell on("s principllls out clenrly for 
the benefit of the jaded cynics who think only in 1t'l'rllS 
of profit IIlId mllter'illl self-interest. To those of '1011 

who tw ve long ullderstood IInd sllpp()rtr~d 0111' missioll 
and p"rpose, my sinc('f'(' ttrnnks as IIlwHYS! 

The less sflid nbollt SI{ issue #41 the bettN; suffice to 
suy thut "fly-by-night" outfits will no longer be dealt 
with in order to "econornize"l Thflnk you for your under
standing Hbout this situation which proved costly in tl'I'I1IS 
of time, money Hnd printing qUlllity. 

A new book is in pro((,'('ss on tllf' i'1'('nt'll, IllInt-(llrillll 
Hmj !taliun Divisions of the Wnff('n--SS, wilh flitit'll ('om
pleled including the cover (nrwtllf'r Hllll1iro Illljeiro II1I1S
tet'work) IInd some of the typesP(tinl~-' ~lol'e (ktnils will 
be provide'd III t pr 011 in SR IlS pulll iCH t ion drll ws nelll'Pr. 

I nIT! now carryinl~ tlie /llIdio cllsset te of t Iw pnl'('" 
delivered lit the ~nd Revisionist liislol'Y ('Ol1f('I'PIlCP 
by Rny MPI'riHIll on tl1(' Wllffen-SS /lIld tile ~lHllllt'd\, 
Trill!' It ulso includes the EUl'Opelln Volllnte('l' 1\1ov(,II1<'n-t 
in WWII by HichHrd LHlldwPllr. l'ricp: $H,\15 pIllS $2.1l1l 

postage Hn<i hnndling. § 
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For my fallen friend L. Ferdinand Troxler Graf von 
Frickenstaufell; these words by the Swedish SS war cor
respondent, Obersturmfuellfer Hans-Casper K rueger 
speak for you as well. RL 

To: 

Waiter Nilsson - Comrade And Countryman! 
Fallen At Narva 

by H.C. Krueger 

Flowers I had none, nor time to twine a wreath of flrbush 
to adorn your grave. Words would have sounded Idle and 
hollow - you were a man of action, so I could but undo 
my steel helmet and softly speak rhe words carved on 
the simple birch cross: 

"Waiter NiIsson - SS Oberscharfuehrer" 
As I spoke your name, I thought of the words: "So many 

an Iron Cross on brave men's chests and so many a wooden 
cross at the wayside bear witness of bravery and sacrifice." 

"Brave and helpful," so had the other Swedish volunteers 
described you, "blond and blue-eyed, always gay and 
Cheerful." I had never met you but had often heard of 
you, and your friends never tired of telling about you, 
so I got to know you though you were no more. "Were 
no more" - how could I assert such a thing? Of course 
you were still among us, as long' as you lived in the hearts 
and thoughts of your comrades in arms. 

You came from the Norrh of Sweden and had together 
with other Teutonic volunteers, Joined the ranks of SS 
Division "Nordland," consisting of Germans, Danes, Norwe
gians and Swedes. You had also fought together with 
Flemish and Dutch Brigades and when your hour struck 
you did lIot die for one country alone but for a unity 
of Nordic States - a unity we all dreamt and longed for. 

Here you rested now, so far away from the land of 
your forefathers, and before I continued on my way, 
I wanted to leave something with you; flowers I had none, 
nor time to twine a wreath, but in a pocket I found a 
coin from the reign of Oscar II with the motto: "For 
the welfare of the brother-countries," meaning at that 
time, Sweden and Norway. I thought not only of these 
two nations but of the sons of all the Teutonic nat ions 
who fought here against the onset of the Asiatic hordes, 
so I knelt and pressed the coin, as a last greeting, Into 
the frozen earth. 

You fell at Narva, this Narva where the greatest victory 
in Swedish history was won. For you, "Narva" was more 
han but a name from the school books. For you, it was 

an obligation. You knew, you came from the same stock 
as the men who here once stood firm against the threat 
from the East. You had realized that only through struggle 
and sacrifice in the present, a link in the chain of time 
can be forged which connects the past with the future. 

"Life is eternal and mighty and cruel and joy cold. 
,-Iothing am I but my race and my root and my tribe is 
everything." 

For you, these word~ of the poet BertiI (;ript'nberg 
had meant a reality and you had caught their (kqwr 
sense. 

Frum wllatever distant ValhaIla my frierltj and comrade, 
L.F., watches down from, I hope I wIll always prove faithful 
t() the enormous trust and support that he gave me. More 
than anyone else, he kept SR going on course when t!lings 
began to falter. He truly belonged at Uspcnkaja with 
all the other brave Vikings. I will not forget hiITI; may 
our spiritual solidarity always continue. RL tj 
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE 
36. WAFFEN-GRENADIER DIVISION DER SS 

If there is Cl single name that even today strikes terror 
into th,' 11,-"1[ts of former Red "partisans" (many of whom 
«)dClY live condonable lives in the lJ.S. as "survivors"!), 
it would kwe to be "Dirlcwanger." Tlw so-called "Dirle
wanger" formation of the Waffen-SS so devastated the 
partisan··terrorist hands that it was thrown up against, 
tliat its reputation was magnified out of all proportion. 
Every crime ufl<kr the sun has been attrlhuted to it, 
most of which are unverifiable, and it has proven impos
sihle to separate fact from fiction in certain aspects 
of the (orlnation's history. In fact, almost any anti
partisan unir that functioned effectively against the 
terrorists was likely to be called a "])irlewanger" force 

by the foe. 
As far as the "Dirlewanger" formation and the eventual 

36th SS Division are concerned, it is fair to say that 
truth is a good deal stranger than fiction. The unit had 
its origins in a small "special commando" of convicted 
poachers that was formed on a purely experImental basis. 
The idea cropp ... <i up in March 1940, during "speculative" 
conv ... rsations between Reichsfuehrer-SS Himmler, and 
his "manpower" speCialist, Obergruppenfuchrer t;ottlob 
l:Jerger, the head of the SS Main Office. The idea advanced 
in favor of the unit by I3erger, was that poachers might 
come in handy in tracking down saboteurs and terrorists 
in wilderness areas. lIimmler likcd tile notion, secured 
Hitler's approval, and on 29 March requested a list of 
name of all convicted prisoners from the Justice Ministry. 

The poachers were tllen contacted and given the option 
of volunteering for military service. Ninety of them 
did so and on 4 June 1940, they were grouped together 
at the Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp at Oranienburg 
for preliminary training. The unit was placed under the 
control of a former Sachsenhausen inmate, and recently 
commissioned Obersturrnbannfuehrer of the Waffen-SS, 
Or. l)skar Dirlewanger, who incidenu.tlly was a close 
frien,i of ()gruf. Berger (actually more of an "old comrade 

in arms"). 
lJirlewanger's command was officially born on I S June 

1941l with the title "Poachers Commando Oranienburg." 
Dirlewanger officially rook charge of the unit and its 
training staff on 20 June 1940, and he would continue 
in charge of this formation as it evolved until 15 February 
1945, when a disabling vanle wound took him out of 
action. On I July 1940, the unit cut out the "deadbeats" 
and then stood at a strengtli of 84 "qualified" poacliers. 
An arrangelJ(ent was made to provide wc,apons, equipmt'nt, 
supplies, stat f and training personnel froll1 the SS-"Toten
kopf" Standarte~, which was stationed in Oranienl>urg. 

lJr. ()skar lJirlewanger was somewhat of an eccentric 
character, whu was in fact very lucky to tJe gainfully 
employed at anything at that time. Ill' was born in Wuerz
burg on 2h September IH95 and in his earlier years showed 
great promise. As a Junior officer in WWI, he was awarded 
both classes of the Iron Cross and numerous decorations 
fur valor. In the early 1920;; he served with various anti
comJJlunist "Freikorps" groups, that staved off a Bulsllcvik 
takeover of (;(~rrnany. It was during this tilne that he 
Iller Id;; later bl,nefactor, (;ottloh Berger, and also corn
lJ(amkd an early protutype tanll plar""n against armed 
I{ed terrorlb\s. 

Fulluwing his military service, llirlewanger finished 
his educ:ation and Inatriculated with a d('gn,,' in political 

Collar patch attributed both to SS-Sturmbatai lion 50n 
and the "IJirlewanger" formation. 

science from the University of Frankfurt am Main. Ill' 
then became a full-fledged professor at the University 
of Frankfurt, finding time to join th~ young NSDAP in 
1923. He had a relatively undistinguished career until 
1934, when he was arrested for molesting a female minor. 
As a result he was sentenced to two years in prison and 
lost his teaching post at the university. Ilis problems 
wefe no doubt ahetted by what appaf"ntly had become 
a well developed fondness for alcoholic bevf'rag('s. 

After his relf'ase from prison in 19J6, llirlewanger 
found himself johless and at loose ends and was soon 
picked up again on the same Charges. This time he was 
given an indefinite sentence to a concentration camp. 
He appealed to his old "Freikorps" comrade, (;ottloh 
Berger (who had moved up rapidly in the SS hierarchy), 
to try and help him out. In mid-1936, Berger was able 
to get llirlewanger posted to the Spanish Foreign Legion, 
which was leading the Nationalist revolt against the 
pro-Red government in Spain. Dirlewanger was later 
able to transfer into the Luftwatfe Legion "Condor," 
and by all accounts served well and ably, being WlllJlHled 

in action three times. In May 1939 he returned home 
to (;ermany and upon lIerger's recommendation, was 
given an officer's commission in the General SS. 

On 1 ~;eptelllber 1940, Ostubaf. llirlewanger reported 
that his poacher unit, now with a strength of 3(1t) or so 
men (mostly non-poacher criminals who just volunteered 
to get out of the concentration camp), was fit for duty. 
By this time another 33 of the original poachers had 
been released to serve out the remainder of their sentences 
In prison. The unit was now retitled SS-Sondcrllataillon 
IIDirlewanger,U and was dispatched to the Polish sel:tor 
of the "(;enerillgovernment" (Poland and Western Uhrain<~), 
where it quickly became entangled in numerous small-scale 
encoun te rs with pa rtisans. 

In late December 1940, there was a lIIass escape of 
nearly 'l()O violent criminals from the Warsaw l'ris()n, 
who separated into small grollps of ban,jits, and Ilir"'
wanger and his men wc,,' set to work roullding them 
up. As rhe unit troop strength waxed and waned (poacher 
replacements wt're hard to COllle by'), so did the tirk 
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Wafrefl-~~i partisan hunters. 

of the b"nalion, which occasionally also read Sondur
xOllllnando ilr. Dirlewang,:r and/or SS""SonciorkolTllllando 
III )irle\l,.'anger. 11 

In 1'141, the Sondorkommando saw stints of guard duty 
at tht' Lublin (;hetto, and was in action against slIIugglers 
and Polish resistance members in the vicinity of Lublin. 
In ttle SUlll mer of 1941, the outfit was used to help con
struct and guard military defensive projects (mainly 
anti-tank dit, hes), along the Bug River, in what was 
known as the "()no Line." The SondorkolTlmundo's home 
base at the time was at a labor camp at Dzikow. 

Tedlllll"ally, the Ilirlewanger Barralion earne under 
the command of the Higher SS and l'olice Leader (IISSuPF) 
for the C;,'neralgovernrllent, who at that time was (;rupren-
fudlrer Friedrich-Wilhelm Krueger. It soon became all-" 
parent that Dirlewanger was not particularly responsive 
tu l\ rueger's cummands. Weary of aUlhority, and living 
('n wklt he felt was borrowed time, Dirlewanger decided 
to do things his own way. The result was that he paid 
attention 10 higher cOllllJland only when he felt like it 
iJIhl I'r,·tty mudl conducted himself like a privateer on 
the Sl'ilnish Main. His additional "ace-in-tlw"-hole" was 
thcn he was ultimately only answerable to lIimmler, 
as IllS hattalion was a part of Ihe Field COlnmand Troops 
of tI,e IU:-SS and WHS only "loaned" out to su/}()rdinate 
cu flllllands. 

Th" 1nl lion with Krueger therefore continued to grow 
and ill Jalluary 1'142, the HSSul'F requested the removal 
of the llirlewanger Battalion frofll his jurisdiction before 
he had everyone in it arrested. Krueger went straight 
to lIilnfllkr with his complaint and a month later the 
outfit was dispatched to Russia. 

()n 2'1 January 1'142, the Sonderkofllrnanilo was recollsti
tUft't! as Cl "Vc.)]urtteer detachment," whil:h gave it rhe 
saJne status as a "foreign legion," placin~~ it in the nebulous 
cat(')!ory of not quire tJeing a full-fledged formation 
of the Wa(fen-SS. This nutwithstanding, the b.lttalion 
was dhle to get fairly good supplies and equipment Ihrough 
tlH' ('Ijorts of Ogruf. Berger. 

In February IY42, SS-Sdr.Kdo. "[)" was sent to Mogilev, 
White Russia, where it would be assigned to the control 
of the 11SSul'F "Mitte" in Minsk, but would also serve 
under the Chief of Anti"-I'anisan Operations ((;ruf. 
Bach-Zelewski) and the C-in-C Rear Area Furces/Army 
Scctor 1 (12. ()ver tilt: I)t'Xt coupic of years it would 
parti( if 1,Ite ill 37 mnj()r Jnilitary operations ;·q~airlst 
(ornITluui.st terrorists. It ('ngd~C'd in !)Cri(I 1t S cornhar <tcritHl 

for the first time in April 1942, when it fought to ('Iinlinate 
a so-called "clUtono[l1ous partisan republic" in the \Jsakine 
region of Byelorussia. The ensuing conflict result,'d in 
the complete elimination of the enemy concentration, 
and brought a rneasure of respect for the battalion. 

In fact, this success caused Ogrllf. Herger to req'lt'st 
the formation of a second "poachers" battalion in June 
1942, a proposal that was approved hy Hitler on 20 August 
I ~42. TIJ(~ fact that there were only 115 known poactlf'rs 
in custody was overlooked; this group was forwarded 
to Dirlewanger to use for replacements in Septembf'r 
1942. 

While the ilulhorize,j second hatralion would not he 
ready for action unlil the spring of lY4J, ()stul>af. Ilirle
wanger was not at a lo~s for personnel. On his own initia
tive he had been recruiting Russian and Ukrainian volun
teers from <tHlong POW" turncoat partisillls and loc;Ji 
militias. In this way he had constructed two auxiliary 
companies (OI]/; Russian and one Ukrainian), whi.:)1 In 
the course of 1942 hecame fully establi!ihed combat 
units within the Sonderkommando. In addition, on IS 
October 1'142, the SS Crenadier Replacement Ballali()n 
"Ost" in ilr('slall, was assigned the task of COining up 
with regular replacements from the ranks of lnilitary 
delinquents, to SS-Sdr.Kdo. "D." As if it was n'~cessary, 
the unil alsu was llOW occasionally referred to by another 
title: Einsatz-Bataillon IJirl<'wanger. 

As of February 1941, SS-Sdr.Kdo. "[l" reported a net 
troop srength of arollJld 700 men, some JOO of whom 
were Soviet volunteers. The battillion's COlllposition nil\\' 
included two (;erman infantry companie" along with 
one Russian and one Ukrainian infantry companies and 
the usual slaff elements. As of 26 January 194 I, f'ali"l(<'S 
of rank and collar patches were p'~rnritted in the "flirk
wanger" unir. Up until thilt date, rank emblems had been 
limited to officers and NCOs who served wilh the unit 
on a rel~tdar basis; convicls and military delinquents 
had been denied rank. Thp collar patch Clssigned to 
SS-Sdr.Kdo. 111>" was supposed to feature two crossed 
stick grelladt,s, although details of its issuance art' n(.t 
known. A collar patch featuring I wo crossed rifles over 
a grenade has long he"n attrihuted to both this formatioll 
and SS ASSFlult Hn. SOD, although veterans of the latter 
unit clailll that this emblem belollged to them alone. 

In tire sprinr: (lf 1941, (:erllliln conviq, (horn 1'),ll-on) 
in tIle (;cJleralgoVt"rnIlH~flt, \vho were deemed fit (IT 

military s<'rvice, were uspd to fill nul SS-S,ir.Kdo. "Il." 
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"LJirlewfUIUf.H·· troops during anti-partisan (JpBrf:ltions~ 

The unit now had the following cOIllpo~ition: 
Staff 
1st Infantry Co, (German) 
Artillery Battery (German) 
Motorcycle Recce Platoon (German) 
2nd, .lrti, 4th Infantry Companies (chiefly Russian) 
One Ukrainian Volunteer Platoon 
Total Strength: ?20 men 
In May 1945, the Sonderkommando at least temporarily 

assumed regimental status when It received its 11. Bat
talion, composed of 3S0 volunteers from assorted concen
tration call1ps and ISO more alleged poachers. This unit 
had been i\>;sernbled and trained at the Sachsenhausen 
KZL then was shipped through Minsk to joIn SS-Sdr.Kdo. 
"lJ" in Ossipovitischi. 

The Dirlewanger Regiment's biggest action in 1943 
was the subjugation of the "Lake Pelik Autonomous Parti
san RepulJ\lc" in August. The operation was a complete 
success and brought Ostubaf. Dirlewanger the award 
of the Cerrnan Cross in Gold. A casualty report was 
then released for the unit listing the losses for February 
through August 1943 as follows: 92 killed, 218 wounded, 
8 missing. Un 10 August 194'\ convict replacements were 
forwarded to the Regiment for the first time from the 
SS and Puliee Military Prison at llachau. They were joined 
by additional drafts of "poachers" along with some new 
stdff personnel from SS I{eplacement Bn. "Ost" (now 
in Zhitolllir), who were to be used in the further expansion 
of tIle regiment. Unit structure now looked like this: 

Staff 
Staff Company 
I. Bn. with 1st-4th Companies 
11. I\n. with 'ith-8th Companies 
Ill. Bn, with 9th-12th Companies 
Replau'rnent Company (added in 1944) 
This of course was the "planned" structure, whether 

it actually took this exact fOrIll is open to SOIne question. 
Service in the "Dirlewanger" Regiment now counted 
for offiCial "military service," and those in its ranks 
could fulfill their national military obligation, even if 
they were convicts to begin with. Due to the penal nature 
of the forJlJation, the enlisted personnel were still, how
ever, given only second-rate status, and were liable to 
rnuch harsher treatment and penalties than norlllal soldiers. 

Sometime In late 1943, the first criminal replacements 
reached ti,e Regiment from the Neuengamme KZt. Then 

in November 1943, the "Dirlewanger" Rgt. was rushed 
into the fwntlines. As of 14 Novemher it was in anion 
to the south of Kosari in Army Group Cf'ntf'r. Thf'n 
at year's end it was engaged in very costly deft'nsive 
fighting at Lake llf'resno with Army (;roup "North." To 
say the least Dirlf'wanger's troops were inadequ,Hf'ly 
trained and prepared for front operations, and within 
a few weeks the regiment was no longer even battallon
strength in size. As of 30 December 1943 the newly re
christened SS-Sdr.Kdo. "I)" could only report the following 
active troop strength: 

Six officers, 44 NCOs, 209 men. Total strength: 2S9 
The reformation and reconstruction of the "J)" Regimt'nt 

went on at a rapid pace in early 1944, due to the addition 
of 800 more criminals from concf'ntration camps and 
more military convicts from the Waffen-SS and I'olicf' 
MIlitary Prison at J)anzig-Matzkau. As of 19 i't'i>ruary 
1944 the net strength of the command stood at about 
1,200 mf'll. On 15 April 1944, SS-Sonder Rgt. "])irlf'wanger" 
(and/or SS-Bewaerhrungsverbaende "Dirlewangcr"), estab
lished its own replacemf'nt company in M insk and was 
no longer serviced hy the SS Replacement Bn. "Ost" 
(which had moved from Breslau to Zhitornlr and back 
again). In addition, on 24 April 1944, the first signalS 
platoon for the Regiment was established, drawing its 
personnel from the ranks of the W-SS run Berlin Postal 
Protection Troops (an organization directed hy Staf. 
Dirlewanger's patron, Ogruf. Berger). It would appear 
that in this case, Ogruf. Berger's helpful hand was once 
again in evidence. 

In the spring of 1944, SS-Sdr.Rgr. "0" carried out opera
tions against terrorists at Uschatschi and near Lepel 
and then in the area to the north of the M insk-Borrisov 
railroad line. The HQ Staff and I.Bn. were quartered 
in Usda, with II.Bn. being located In Sabolotje. More 
replacements arrived frolll the Iluchenwald KZL on 0 
June 1944. By this time there were no longer any Russian 
or Ukrainian volunteers on duty with the Regiment, al
though a number of military reprobates from assorted 
West Europf'an nations were with the unit. As of 30 June 
1944, the Regiment reported the following troop strengths: 
17 officers, H7 NCOs, Ro7 men or 971 personnel in total. 

In July 1944, a Moslem Uzbek Volunteer I\n. was at
tached to the SS.Sdr.Rgt. "n" on a temporary basis, but 
it was eventually detaclwd ilnd sent to Warsaw where 
it was incorporated Into Kaminski's [{()NA Brigade (iatt'r 
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·Oir"lewHnyer- troops during anti-partisan operations. 

briefly the 29th Waffen-Grenadier Div. der SS). In this 
same month the "Ilirlewanger" Rgt. was caught up in 
the Sovit;t summer offensive and had to fight difficult 
retrograde actions to the southeast of Minsk alonf:side 
other penal detachments from the Army and Air Force. 
It should be noted that in this tough situation tile Regiment 
conducted itself quite well, and was Chiefly responsible 
for spearheading a successful Ilreakout from an entrapment 
around Crodno. After successfully defending Lomscha, 
the llirlewanger troops withdrew to Zicheway before 
being sent back to the SS Training Camp at Ayrs, East 
l'russia for refitting. For the outstanding performance 
of his command during this trying time, Dirlewanger 
was promoted to the rank of SS-Oberfuehrer (senior 
colonel), effective 15 August 1944. 

On I August 1944, the march of the Regiment to East 
l'russia was brought to a screeching halt by the uprising 
of the Polish Underground Army in Warsaw. The staff 
and I.Bn. of the Regiment, which was located near Lyck 
in the Generalgovernment, received orders to reroute 
to Warsaw. As a result, I.Bn. reached the outskirts of 
the Polish capital in the late afternoon of Z August, 
where it was assigned to the Corps Group "Von delll Bach" 
(led by (;ruf. Erich von dern Ilach-Zelewskl). For some 
reason the i1.lIn. could not be located immediately and 
it did not turn up until 6 August. 

()n the evening of 4 August, the Regiment received 
its combat assignment; to re-take the City center, and 
got ready for action. Supported by tanks and combat 
engineers with flame throwers frolll the "I!ermann Goering" 
Division, the "Dirlewanger" Rgt. (less II.Bn.) began its 
assault on 5 August frol1l the western suburb of Wola. 

On the Regiment's left was an ad hoc Police Brigade 
under SS-Gruf. Heinz Relnfarth with a strength of 2,695 
men (it would have been somewhat ironic if some of 
these policemen had originally been responsible for the 
arrest of some of the Dirlewanger men!), while on the 
regimental right was the East Prussian Grenadier Rgt. 
4. This latter regiment was temporarily withdrawn from 
the fight ing when its right-hand (southern) neighbor, 
the White Russian RONA Brigade began running amuck, 
becoming a threat to even its German allies! 

The directives issued to the Dirlewanger Rgt. from 
Aach-Zelewski were as follows: it was to drive through 
the WoJa district, clearing \Volska Street and Kerceli 
Square, then proceed down Choldona and Elekoralna 
Streets to rescue Warsaw's (;erman Commandant, Gen. 
Statlel, In the Saxon (;ardens area. Following that, the 
Regiment was to attack the Polish lIome Army stronghold 
In the medic-val Old Town and then proceed to seize 
and clear the approaches to the K ierbt'dzia Bridge on 
the Vistula River. 

The Dirlewanger troops managed to gain about 1,000 
yds. against stubborn resistance on its first day of opera
tions. But perhaps more unfortunately it was charged 
with misbehavior and looting by sOllle Army observers. 

However, its actions were moderate compared to the 
rampage by the RONA Brigade (proposed 29th SS Divisinrd. 
This unit was only brought under control when its com
mander, Col. Kaminski was lured away from his command 
under false pretenses, secretly court-martialed and ex,~

cuted. Ilis soldiers were informed that he died in an 
automobile accident and they were later incorporated 
to an extent into the 31st SS Division (White Russian 
Nr.l). 

At one point in the fighting, Bach-Zelewski apparently 
had the "Karninski treatment" in mine! for Ohf'rfhr. l)irle
wanger, and he sent his chief-of-staff to I>irlewanger's 
H~~ to bring him back for a "command conff'rt'nu'." llt'[ng 
somewhat suspicious. Diriewanger didn't take tilt' bail, 
and he had the chief-of-staff escorted from his cornm;uHi 
post at gun point. 

On 6 August, with the addition of the until-th,'n absent 
1I.Bn., and the help of Stukas and captured T-34 tanks 
from the "11(;" Div., the Ilirlewanger Rgt. made ttll' 

det'"pest pf"netration into rebel-held territory, establishill)~ 

a foothold in the Saxon (;ardens. Cruf. Reinfarth visirc'd 
the Regiment's advance positions, and with the ai(1 pr 
two tanks, broke through to the isolated IIruhl Palace 
where (;en. Stahel had been trapped. The two men then 
plotted the next phase of the combat operat ions. 

Over the next several days the battle for Warsaw ragf'd 
with brutal intensity. The Dirlewanger Rgt. was ahle 
to clear the Saxon Gardens, capture the Hoyal Castle 
and seize the approaches to the Kierbedza Bri,jge all 
by 19 August. But it was done at a heavy cost in casualties. 
During the fighting the Regiment received about 2 SOO 
replacements, some 1900 of them from the SS Military 
Prison Camp at Danzig-Matzkau, with most of the rest 
being political prisoners from concentration camps. Ttlt' 
latter group was used to form a new lI1.Bn. and took 
no part in the battle for Warsaw. 

On 27 August 1944, Dirlewanger began his all-nut 
attack on the Old Town quarter of Warsaw. Fierce fighting 
raged here until 1 September, when the PoliSh guerrillas 
generally evacuated the area, using the sewer conduits 
beneath the cobblestone streets. 

The actual battle for the city continued on until 4 
October, but with the conquest of the Old TOWII, the 
issue was liD longer ill doubt. Dirlewanger's troops spellt 
much of September parked along the banks of the Vistula, 
waIting to repel any Soviet attack that might be made 
(none were, as the Reds were also eager to see the Polish 
Home Army destroyed), and mopping up pockets of res[s
tance. By the time the Dirlewanger Regiment was with
drawn from Warsaw, it consisted of 64H troops (lIot ,'OUllt
lng the lllldeployed 111. Bn.), out of some 3,(1()1l ur S(I USt'd 

in the fighting. 
Immediately after leaving Warsaw, the Dirlewanger 

Rgt. reassembled in Radom, Poland for extensive refitting. 
Replacements and relnfofn·rnents now poured into the 
unit from all branches of the services, particularly frorn 
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the formations that had been shattere,l in the battle 
for France ami had only Just gotten around to sending 
their disciplinary cases to the military prisons at Torgau 
and (;Iatz. Included among these reprobares were many 
downgraded former Army officers. Within a couple of 
weeks the Regiment had gained enough new personnel 

to be reformed as a brigade. 
By early October the lllrlewang<>r formation had adopted 

the tit le: SS-Sturmbriga,le "Dirlewanger," which would 
become recognized as the 2.SS-Sturmbrigade ("Dlrle
wanger") on or about 15 November 1'144. The surviving 
members of the Dirlewanger Rgr. who had participated 
in the suppression of the Warsaw rebellion were considered 
to have rehabilitated themselves, and were free to transfer 
to "regular" Waffen-SS units. But as far as is known, 
none d id so. The links that had developed between the 
soldiers and their commander - he was very much liked 
by l110st of those that served under him - had become 
so strong during the battles of the previous few months, 
that no one wished to break them. There was also sort 
of the perverse pride that tended to develop in probation
ary units, the bond of the outcasts; all of these soldiers 
had gone through the sallle types of humiliation and this 

in turn brought them much closer together. 
On 12 October 1944, on the advice of Ogruf. Berger 

(who had served briefly as Waffen-SS commander in 
Solvakia), the Dirlewanger Brigade was ordered to Slovakia 
to help fight the Slovak Army mutineers and partisans 
in the Lower Tarras. Part of the unit's assignment was 
to protect the Carpathian German community, while 
also assaulting rebel-held territory. The brigade staff 
and H~~ were based In the ethnic-German Zips region, 
while the combat elements were deployed against the 
northwest corner of the rebel-held pocket in central 
Slovakia. Brigade structure at this time was as follows: 

Staff &. Support Troops 
Two Assault Regiments of three Battalions each 
Three Artillery Batteries formed into one Detachment 

One Reconnaissance Company 
The roughly 4,000 troops In the Brigade could be categor-

Ized like this: 
200 poachers (5%) 
600 Waffen--SS/P"l izei con v iets (l S ~IO) 
2,llOO Army/Air Force convicts (')0%) 
1.20U assorted criminals and political prisoners (30%) 
The Dirlewanger Brigade's ("om bat chronology for 

Slovalda went as follows: 

Sonderkurnrnalldo troups with captured partisan. 

.Oirlewanyer" men after heavy righting around Grodnn. 

16 October 1944: Brigadc arrival in combat zone; some
what delayed by attacks by Red-sponsored 1st Czt'(-h 

Air-Fighter Regiment. 
18 October 1944: Beginning of brigade assault on forti-

fied rebel positions on Ostro Mountain; little ground 

gained in heavy fighting. 
19-20 October 1944: Further Brigade attacks 110gged 

down. 
22 October 1944: The Brigade battled for possession 

of Necpaly and Biely Potok. One Dirlewang<>r Asstlult 
Rgt. near Necpalska f)olina, 9 km to the southeast of 
Turc Svaty Martin (St. Martin), mad.e some slow progress 
against the "Stalin" Red Si<wak Bde. being led by a Capt. 
Jcgorov. The other Dirlewanger A6sault Rgt. was una bit> 
to gain any ground against the 6th Slovak Tactkal (; roup 
under a Lt.Col. Cernek to the south of Biely Potok. 

2S October 1944: The Brigade captured hoth Nl'cp'1ly 
and Bicly l'otok all,l broke through the rebel front to 

a depth of 6 km. 
26 October 1944: (;ood progress was made again,;t 

the "6th Tactical Group" and the Brigade drove to within 
a few kilometers of the rebel capital of Banska Bystrica. 

27 October 1944: The Brigade assaulted and overran 
the rebel stronghold at Liptowska Osada after a protected 
strugglt'; however, the main enemy forces had liHgely 

withdrawn from the area. 
23-30 October 1944: The Brigade was engaged in llWP-UP 

fighting between Liptowska Osada and Banska llystrica 
in which most of the dispersed rebel forces were 

neutralized. 
During this particular time the Dirlewanger Brigade 

had been assigned to the control of the neighhoring 14th 
SS Division (1st Ukrainian), but its commander. llrigfhr. 
Freitag, made no effort to even contact it, much less 
control it. Ogruf. Hoeffle, the lIigher SS and Police Leader 
for Slovakia, who was in charge of putting dowll the 
military mutiny, had overall command jurisdktion over 
the Brigade, but he was not particularly happy with that 

responsibility. 
After the war, prior to his execlltion as a "war crilninai"' 

by the Czechs, Ogruf. lIoeffle was allowed to make court 
depositions about what had happened during the revolt. 
In his side of the story, lIoeffle note(1 thar 11<' was "J'p0s<'d 
to the deployment of thc Dirlewanger Brigade in Sll1V;,kia, 
stating that it had only happened due to llil1lmler's insis
tence upon llerger's request. Once arrived, lIot'ffle in
formed Dirlewanger that he expected his troopS to \le 
fully disciplined and do their duty whether in quarters 

or In the field. 
But lIot'fflc soon ran into trouble with him. lie insisted 

that Pirlcwanger telephoned false reports about his artil
lery detachment'S alleged successes (particularly ,H(IUllll 
Sahy in lJecember 1'144), behind his tJac-k to (;ruf. f'egelein, 
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"Dirlewanger" troops on the offensive in Warsaw. 

the Waffen-SS Liaison Officer in the Fuehrer liP in Berlin. 
lloeffle was also troubied by the fact that Dirlewanger 
Brigade deserters began turning up in towns throughout 
Slovakia, becoming a burden to the Military Police and 
Secret Fieid Police Troops who had to track them down. 
it was discL)vered that many of these deserters had actually 
soid their weapons to Siovak partisans. Despite these 
lapses, lIoeffie admitted that the brigade had fulfilied 
its assigned combat mission. 

On the plus side, two former Army officers, serving 
as eniisted men in the brigade, were fully pardoned and 
decorated for their performance during the crushing 
of the Siovak mutiny. As of 1 October 1944, the Brigade's 

·Uirlewanner- man with heavy rnuchinc gun~ 

·U" Rgt. mAchine gunners in the Saxon Gardens of Warsaw. 

replacement company listed its address as Fischerstrasse 
16 in Cracow; effective 15 Novemher it was listed as 
the replacement company for the SS Assault Brigade 
"Diriewanger," so it was around this time that the nominal 
"brigade" status for the unit became official. On i 7 No
vember the lliriewanger Brigade received another large 
contingent of concentration camp prisoners, most of 
whom had been former Communists and Socialists. When 
they arrived they had to be taught how to make a proper 
"Hitler salute," since none of them had had the time 
or inclination to practice this before. At this time, it 
was still customary to refer to unit commanders within 
the Brigade by their position titles rather than their 

S!l -collvict- troops in Warsaw. August 1!J4'L 
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~~rGrllr. Reinefarth as commander of a special S::';'-Police 

Brigade in Warsaw. 

ranks (since most of them were un-rankl'd anyhow'); 
i.e., a former Hauptmann or Hauptsturmfuehrer would 
be referred to only as "Company Comman(lcr" (Kompanle

chef). 

S!';.Dhp.rfhr. Dirlewanrler nft"r fP'c"ivinn th" ~"ovnk Wnr 

Virtnry Cror~<;. 1st Clnss. 

~~; f~r"f. H"in"farth Rt th" r.on of rh., wnr. 

In e8rly D"cemher 1()41, the "D" Hrh:nrk "''IS sent 
to Hunf:8ry to p8rtlClpnte in 'l counter<lttncK 111<1Ilf( with 
part of the f'8nz('rgren'ldler Div. "Feldherrnh"lle" in 
the northern lIunf(iHian hills in 'ln ('ffort to relkve tllt' 
pressure lwinr, mounted ,1gilinst Hud'lpest. llut the Brigade 
was not p('rmined to retilin whilt little cohesiveness 
it hild. One j)irlew8nw~r biltr81ion W8S assi(('H'd to the 
2nd Armorerl lliv. of the llungcHi811 'rd Army, while 
further llrigildc el(,Plents were d"t'lchcd to Armv (;rollp 
"Woehler" for use in tbe IHth SS I'zJ;r.Tliv. "\lorn W""el." 

On 12 December, the commC1nder of 4th SS I'nli7ei 
Div., Bri((fhr. Fritz Schmeri<?s, unexl'f'cterlly founr! himself 
canned; he had disobeyed Cl "Fuehrer" att;lck order S()fl1P-

~;.( Hlf!f'fuphrpr flr. {}:.kor r lirlp.wAnqPf '!pr"l rf'cp.ir t 

of thp Kninht.'s C~rnss. ]0 ~;pptf'rnhf~r lQQ'L 
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Obp.rfhr. Oirlp.wanger [lp.ft] and membp.rs of his staff. 
1 g/j/t. 

what earlier on the grounds that It would have been SUICI

dal, and thought at best he would receive a reprimand. 
Such was not to be the case as the Relchsfueh rer-SS 
decided w make an example of him. Himmler hurriedly 
promoted a Junior officer, Ostubaf. Waiter Harzer, to 
Standartenfuehrer, and ordered him to replace Schmedes 
as divisional commander. But for Brigfhr. Schmedes 
the worst was yet to come: he was eventually posted 
on probation to the Dirlewanger Brigade! Ills exact position 
was that of "Tactical Officer," which was rather am
biguous. In essence he would be an advisor and second-in
command to the brigade CO, Oberfhr. Dirlewanger. 

On 14 December 1944, a major attack by the 6th Gua rd 
Army of the 2nd Soviet Ukrainian "Front," succeeded 
in scrambiing the Dirlewanger Brigade sector, which 
strAddled the Slovak-Hungarian border, and created an 
extreme crisis for all of the German Army ('roup "South." 
One of Dirlewanger's bllttlllions had been committed 
to the defense of the key Slovak lan horder town of Sahy 
(or Ipolysag to the Hungarians), Ilnd the battalion com-

HOllptmRnn OUo HRrner. who commandP.f1 two "(lirle
wanger· hnttalions with SUGcess in H,mqary. IRte Ill/I't. 

Emblem 
Cross('d stick grenarks. 

mander 'Ippa renT Iy rn iscirploy('rl Ilis t r,,"l's hI' 1,1;], i Ilf: 
only Il thin plckpt lin(' IVh('re tllf' hulk (lf his enl" "",no! 
should have 11('('n lo('at('d, TIIf' r('sIIlt WClS .;] Illninr "n"IllY 
breakthrollRh that crnckf'd tllf' (;ermnn lin('s widf' "pr'n, 

The command('r of Army (;rpup "South," (;pnpral"I'C'rst 
Friessner, visitpd the "D" Rrigade commllnd pnst (In the 
afternoon of the 14th, to impress upon Oberfhr. llirle
wllngI'r that he was to kr('p his tropps in plac(', Friessll('r 
was takrn ahll('k hy the unmilitary rkme8nor he fOllnd 
at the Bri,!llde 110, including the sif!ht of Dirl('wanlu'r 
se<lted at his desk with Cl pPt mnnkey on his shoulder, 
He later would refer to Dirl('wanger 8S an "('rrilnt :ld
venturer." In :lny CAse, Jlirlf'wllngf'r nrglJ('ri against F ri('ss
ner's ordC'rs, noting thnt his command wO\lld he ClIt nff 
if It didn't withdraw, hut thC' ('o1.-(;f'n('r<11 would !lel\'C' 
none of it. After going on to insp('ct thr n('ari)\' 24th 
Panzer Div., FriC'ssner ,f(>cided to stop by thC' "\1" }Iril!"de 
HQ that evening to milk" Sllrf' thnt it was still in 1'1:1('(', 
Naturally it w<lsn't find Friessnf'r barf'lv f'scapC'ri I ';]I'tllrC' 

~~;-nri~Vlf1pfIJPhrr.r r rit? ~;chrnf"dpr,. 1 <1r:tic:11 f lrricpr 
of nnd 1;1~;t ,..ffpc:tivf' r;OfnrTl:lflrir.r of !hr. ~l{ith ~j~; (in~flnr1ipr 

flivisiorl. 
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Waffen-m as.."ault glln in Warsaw. 5 (l"tnb"r 111'1'1. rC~nur

tesy of Kenneth NiemanJ 

by the Soviets! 
PFHt of Dlrlewanger's problems neFlr Sahy was cFlused 

hy his IlI.Bn./SS-Sturm Rgt. 2, which was the so-called 
"political prisoner" battalion composed to Fl IFlrge extent 
of Communist Party functionaries. Ahollt hFllf of it, 
160 men in total. deserted en masse to the enemy. The 
deserters mFlde sure to rip-off their "incriminating" Insig
nia in advance. however. By 15-16 December. DirlewangC'r's 
corn mand was In even greater chaos than normal. Onc 
hattalion had been overrun and anothC'r had vlrtuFllly 
ceased to exist. As the Reds began expanding their foothold 
at Sahy hetween the 6th and Rth nerman Armies, the 
stili functioning segments of the DIrlewanger J\rJgade 
were subordinated to officers of the 357th Inf. DIv. to 
be used in huilding up a new defensive line bC't wC'en K Is
tompa Flnd Syemerod. What developed in this area WilS 
the so-called "Gran Bridgehead," in the north pilrt of 
which was located the bulk of the "D" }\rig"de along 
with units of the "FIIH" Div. and the IV. Pz. Corps. 

During some of the heaviC'st flf:hting in llungilfY. more 
Dlriewanger battalions were attached to other formations. 
The main body of the Brigade came under the ()p'~riltionill 

contmI of the 18th SS Div. "!lW," wIth Fl battalion goinf; 
to Kampfgruppe "Schenz" (until 27 llP,ember), and two 
battalions going to Kampfgrlll'pe "f1afn('r" of the 3o,7rh 
Inf. Division. These detached ekrnents, composed as 
they were of mostly "disgracC'd" ex-officers. l"'rforrned 

well when th('y werC' Adequat('ly I('d. IlClllptfllilnn )In(ncr 
went out of his wny to prclise rhe stf';,dfilst "()nduct of 
the lllrlewnngl"r ml"n under his control. In p;Hticular 
he singkd out for SPf'Ci;ll r('cognition. :;Sllntf'rs,'hClr
fUf'hrC'r (S,:t.) Homm, who distinf(lIished hi,nsf'l( in th" 
fighting, Momm WilS il (ormer cavalry staff n(ri,'"r and 
Intf'rnarionFllly known eqUf'Srriiln shOw-iu!11p,'r (rnIn the 
CAvalry School in llannnver, who had run a(oul o( W('hr
rnacht disr-iplinary Flllthoriti('s. 

The critical h;Hr\(' (or ,wrth('rn Ilrrnf!;1rV CClrn(' to il 

stal('!11;l!f' on 7R D('c(,fllbf'r 1'}'!4 with h,rh si,ks (1.,w 
digging in. Ilow('v('r, rh(' city of l\ud,,!,('st "lnn,; with 
the IX. S,~ Mountain ('nrps, had b(','O(11(' hO[,,'lf's,lv ('n
circled. Ml«'h of the I>la,ne (or this has l'('('n ;,1,1< ".j 

on rhe "Il" Brlgarle for allowinl: thr~ <"J(',nv (,' """P 
his tie,'p penetration n('ar Sahy. Hut this Pl·'V \\'('I! I"c 
.1 r:1~(' of "p;:tssing the hw:kl!; th(~ military powers r{"r'np<:;

ihlr w('re :-t\vn.r~ of thp f'omppsitinn (,r the' l~ril' 1 j(" ;lTl·1 

its I;,,'k (lf pot('nti;'] as a frontli,,,, unit tll I·",:,n \\ Irh 
ilnd h"" thr'y cl1<''''n to do so, thl'Y could \1:1\'" 1'11, ,'.1 
,q more pxp~rif"nc('d ("ornhar element clt thi~ (fltl(':ll 

jllncturC'. 
On 7» l)l'c(,fll\ler 1944, tlw lW\\' ('-in-(' :\rI'lY (:"",[, 

"Snllth," (:PfH"r:ll'-nf--thr Infantrv \~'()I~hlcr. <'f,i l 'ft',1 tht~ 

Dir1C'\V,U1f!f'f Hri~;;1d(' ff'rnnvr'd frnT:l thr~ frllTlt ,10:1 ~t'nt 

hack to Nf'uh;1C'lIsf"l/Novr /amk)f, Slt'\'r'1ki" fnr re~~rflllt'!n~~. 

The' (1111..,. 1I1lfPlinblr "Cnl1lrllllnist" lII,;'S~~-:~rtl.H\:t. ,~. \\",lS 
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restocked with troop contingents from th'! other five 
assault battalions; in this way both of the regiments 
were hrought up to strength. By this time the unit had 
heen officially titled 2.SS-Sturmbrigade ("Dirlew"lnger"). 

As of 2 Janu"lry 1945, the Brigade was still locilted 
to the north of Sahy, Slovakia In the vicinity (If the 24th 
Pz. Div., however, in the course of the month it was 
wformNI in the Prlevldza area of Slov"lkia. On 2 February 
the Brigade was In the region to the northeast of Presshllrg 
(Bratislava), the Slovak capital, near SS Rgt. "Schill" 
and two battalions of the "Tatra" Pz. Divisl(ln. On this 
same date the "D" Brigade was ordered to relocate to 
the Guben area in Germany on the threatened Oder River 
(r(lnt. 

Ten days later, on 12 February, the Dlrlewanger Brigade 
arrived near Guben and parts (If it were immediiltply 
rushed into the frontlincs. On the 14th, orders arrived 
authorizing the Brigade to expand into the 36th SS Division, 
which because of its probationary nature, W(llllrl not 
he given full Waffen-SS status, hut would only he desig·· 
nated a "Wafren-Grenadier" division, on PfU with the 
non-(;ermanic SS divisions. The new division W"lS to he 
formed aWllnd Kottbus based upon the Brigade, using 
new troops from Army penal units along with probationary 
soldiers from the "Hermann Goering" Division. Officer 
cadets from the SS-Junkerschuie "Braunshweig," who 
had bf'en serving in a battle-group with the "Il(;" Div., 
were assigned to the 36th SS Div. to serve as NCOs. 
in addition some special ist personnel were provided to 
the new formation from the Army Engineer Ilrignde 
61l!. 

On the same day, the "0" Brigade was forced to evacuate 
positions near the town of Sommerfeld In the face of 
a vigorous enemy advance. Oberfhr. Dirlewanger W"lS 
not happy with the situation (nor were his superiors!), 
so on 15 February 1945 he personally led a countemrtack 
aimed at re-taking the town. Along with troops from 
SS-Polizei Brigade "Wirth" (the nasrent 35th SS Polizei 
Dlv.), the Dirlewanger men regnined Sommerfeld, Chris
ti"lnsradt and Naumburg in vigorolls fighting, in the coursp 
of which Dirlewanger received his twelfth "Ind most 
severe war wound. Command was then passed on to flrigfhr. 
Schmedes, who although he led the Brigade/Division 
from this point until the war's end, seems never to have 
been more than a "temporary" commander. 

A t the end of the day, fighting for the western part 
of Chrisrianstadt was reported as still in progress. To 
the north of this town, the Boher line was pierced by 
enemy forces anc! the Bober Bridg('h('ad across the Oder 
was evacuated, with the Odpr River hridf~es in rlw ar('a 
sllbse~lI('ntiy being destroyed. The 16th of February was 
another day of fierce combat, with the Soviets unahle 
to gain any ground In their previous ppnetration some 
K km south-southwest of (;uhen. The Dirlewanger Brigade 
was heavily engaged and expelled the Reds frorn two 
towns to the west and east of Som mt'rfeld. On tllf' next 
d"lv the fighting continued with little change, bllt the 
Bripade was rrerlitpd with the destruction of one enelny 
t'lnk neM Sommer(eld. 

On III February 194') a drfensive front was r'lpidly 
assemhkd to block a Soviet "Idvance to the southwest 
of Crossen. The Dirlewanger Brigade was reinforc('d 
and advClnced from Guben to occupy towns fclfthpr to 
thp east. Thp Brigark's speMhe"ld ended IIp [('iwhin!: 
a spot about') km east of Guhen on the' (;uhen-Cr()sse'1l 
road. To the north, other weak Wafren-SS force'S struggll'd 
valiantly (and mostly successfully) to stave off :lnother 
enemy advance to the northwest. 

From this point in time to the middle of April J 945. 
the entire Oder Front scttied down intn a pattern (If 
sliltic, but often very violent positional fii:htini!. The 

Wilh"lrn /\!>rT1I1S. form"r orricer in ~".Stnnflnrtp. "fJclltsch
lanrl" and rho SS Mnt. Div. ·Prin,.. Ellqen"; MI/\ with 
30th SS rliv. on 27 '"hrIlAry 19'15. florn :;~ Sp.lltp.mhp.r 
1 mm in tt,., /\lsAce. 

enemy drive had bcpn temporf1rily h"llted "nd tht' :-;"viets 
spent these weeks largely in [('grouping hupe npw fnrct's 
in the rear while continuing to probe the porous (;"rmnn 
frontlines. The 36th SS Div. hegcm t"lking on somp S(,I11-
blance of shape in March 1945 and its assault rf'giments 
were supposed to hnve hf>en re(if>slgn"ltPd Wafffen-Cren<l
dier Rpgimt'nts of the SS 72 and 73 (this [lccorriing to 
the Waffen-SS hlstori"ln and researcher Wolfg"lng Vop('rs'll). 
One can assume that the regimental number 74 WilS also 
set aside for the Tlivlsion, since it did not appe'1r in use 
elsewherp in the Waffen-SS. 

Whatever the rase, the .llith SS Div. was not Cll'jp to 
fully organize itself into "I divisioll in the hrirf timr 
allotted to it and hy l'j April 1945 the combat-wnrthv 
portions of the formation wpre designated as Ka In [,fgruppf> 
36. SS Division. On this day, while snving as P,Ht of 
V. Army Corps, it joined the 342nd fnf. Iliv. in throwinf, 
back sever;li ('nemy attempts to cross over thp Neisse 
River. Fr(lm this tirne on the divisional chronolof:Y is 
as followS! 

16 April 1945: Th,", greflt Soviet Spring Offensi",' ]'t'V in <; 

enemy inroads "Ire made all f1lonf~ the (;ermCln frnntlines. 
17-11'. April 1945: The Division participates in despt'r;]te 

defensive fif(hting around (:'Ihen. 
19-20 April 1945: 36th ss Div. bq(ins to withdraw 

from its (ldcr-Neisse positions; retrOi(ril!lc figllt ini( in 
progress. 

21 April 194';: l(,th SS Tliv. aSSllmr,j defrnsive p()siti()ns 
to the sourhwest of (:III1f'n, hetw('t'n the: J4)nd and 71·(th 
lnf. Divisions. 

22 April 194';: No ch<lnge in thf' slrlIation. 
21-24 April 194,): 'fhe 1(,rh SS Dlv. takrs P'ltt in r('tro 

grade actions towards thr Nf'u··7anche arc;]. 
25 April 1945: Thp )lith SS \)iv. tonk up temporary 

positions to thr s(11nhwcst of Llke Schwir'l(wh. 

26 April 194,): IleginnilW of withdr"wal t()W;lTd" H:JerKish 
IlllchlHll7. 

27-21'. April 191,): ,(,rh SS Ilil'. is ('ndn·I(>,j in thp ('x
treme south-sollth,,<tnf'rn peH! nr the: fI,lll'" 1'0' k,'!. 

29 April 194'>: With no hope' ()f (,.'C'1['" in si[!ht, I\rif:fhr. 
Sr:hrne(jps surr('nrlrrf'd the bulk of tllf' l(<lh S.'; I'il'. tf) 
the Hpd Armv. 

3 May 194'>: HClTlnnnrs of tll<' 'hth ~s PiI'. th.lt h,,J 
gntt0n isnlrHf'd in thp fi~;htinF. CfnSf;c-d (H'l'r thl.' Fill" 
Riv~r :1nd ~lJrr('nderC'd to th!~ Arnf~ric;Hls. 

Thus rnd"'d rh(=' s()mpwh~'· !Jnusu:l1 siory nf tll" T1ir/r-

wanger Hd('./)6th SS f)ivIsiflfl. It \\';1'<-; rlnt tllf" I"nd f<'f 
its ('()nlnlrlnrif"r, \'.'ho v. hi!!' fc'cllf'rr.'lt iflf! (rnrn tlir; H'nlln,fs 

fell intn Fr('nc11 c;)l'tivitv. Soon "rtf'r th!' (,l1d of tlH' 
war, ()skAr f)jrh'wan,I~~r \V;~~~ Tllllrdf"ff'r/ bv Frf'nr h snJdicrs, 
who appiif'd thp .r..:;]fj)("' f-"ltf'" t() (1 n!llllhl-'r nf (dhr'f rii':';;lhlrd 

,and h('lflles~; W;l(ff"'fI-,(';~~ pft j( ('rs wh t ) \I:nllnri tIt' in thpir 

hnn<is. No inv,'stig:-tticl!\ illt{\ this lnislle"d was t'rrnlitfl'd 
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of course' Later It was rumored thilt Dlrlewanger had 
been killed by ex-KZL inmates or even his own soldiers, 
bur these seem to be feeble efforts to cover up yet another 
"Allied" war crime! In the post-war era, rabid "Nazi
hunters" were convinced that Dirlewanger lived In Cairo 
on the payroll of the Egyptian government, so his hody 
was exhumed and positively identified in 1963. 

As for the fate of the 36th SS Div. Itself, details are 
lilrgely lacking, though many of Its soldiers did survive 
the war, and quite a few ended up in government positions 
In the DDR (East Germany). We can assu me that these 
individuals were probably ex-members of the notorious 
lII.Bn.ISS-Stu.Rgt. 2. The claim by the alleged historian 
Reitlinger that the division was "put to the sword" after 
the surrender has never been verified. 

The 16th SS Div. will proh"hly always he the suhJect 
of some controversy dur to its activities, compo~ltion 

and marginill StiltllS with the Waffen-SS, hut it did f"nnlon, 
occasionally with grf'at effectivrness, as a vrry 1Ini(1'1(' 
military unit! 

Replacemf'nt Company/Dlrlew"nger Rrlgac!e 
36th SS Division 
This was estahllshed in Mlnsk in April 1'144 "nd '" of 
I Octobrr lCl44 had relncMed to Fischrrstr"ssf' i6 in 
Cracow. Ir moved ro Breslau in Dl'cemht'r 1'144 "nd w"s 
located "t Srhlllpliltz 2. in Hruenn-Koenglsfrld ,,5 pf 15 
Fehruary 1945. (Nott': Thr ('r"cow address w"s sllpposrd 
to have hern a former monastrry.) & 

THE FIRST SS DISCIPLINARY UNITS 
Prior to the olltbreak of World War Two, the Armed 
SS had no special provision for hilndling the severf' disci
plinflTY cases in Its ranks; crlminill Cilses were routinely 
handed over to civilian courts. In July 193R, two "reforma
tory" detilchments were set up to handle minor offenders 
from both the General (civilian) ilnd Armed (military) 
SS. The members of these units were considered under 
"protective custody" but were not Incarcerated. They 
were given full opportunity to improve themselvt>s and 
transfer back to their regular units. 

The first war-time Armed SS comhat disclplinilry unit 
was il special "commando" of roughly compilny strength 
that was ilttached to the Engineer Eilrta lion of the SS 
"TotenKopf" Division on 30 November ICl39. Its personnel 
consisted of malefactors from the Waffen-SS, General 
SS ilnd SS Police troops. This particular commilndo WilS 
dissolved on 18 August 1940 ilfter its memhers were 

SS-JlInker OskFlr GrFleper enl isted in 3rd en.!"\. eibstandarte 
SS Adolf Hitler" at the Lichterfelde Barracks in Berlin 
on 77 May 19 '40. He later transfp.rred to the "nas r~eich" 
nivision. In 19!13 he served with the special commilndo 
unit "North Star" {unit history unknownl} and in 194'l 
he attended an officer's training cOllrse at the ,Iunkerschule 
Posen before bein9 assigned to the SS /\ssault £3rigilde 
"nirlewanqer." Unlike many of the offin~rs in this unit. 
(,raeper survived the war and his P05t\"8r r:onfinement. 

- § -

Sc,--[)hrrstllrmfllehrer nrAf Ahlefcdrlt--LFH,rvig '-'IClS fl r:Ofll
pElI1y comm<lOder in SS Pz.(Jr.f~gt. q[J "Uenecfll ~;"yffardt" 
(Clutch f'lr.l) when it war. rart of "~-;-Kfl/npfqrupre 

"';chritlR." lie was an MI/\ in e8rly 19'15. 

- § -

!;~)--';t8ndflrtf'nfuehrer 1<5rl Ivlarks WflS the first desiqnHtrd 
divisional commander for the 2'1th f:if.i Mountnin [Jivision 
"Karstjsrger," but when the divisional formRtion failed 
to pAn ollt in the autumn of I qqq he WRe; tr"nsferred 
tn the JlHh "Jnffen Clnmadier Division of the SC; "(,,,Ii?ie,," 
(IJkrAine Nr.ll. and assumed comrnFlOd of the ~;" Trflinil1q 
and J-<p.plar:ernent F~qt. 14, " position '-'/hich he hrlrl ,mtil 
the final c8pitulation. 

- f1 -

dE'emed to have rehil~llitated thE'mselves through their 
actions in rh" rerently concluded French cilmpal"n. How
ever, In the ilutllmn of ICl40, ilnother disciplinary com
mando was estahlished with the SS Enfzinrer ReplacrTT1enr 
Hn. in Dresden. On IS '/uly I Q41 rhr 111f'mbers nf this 
elemenr wrrr ,rnt to jnin thr "O"s Rrich" I'ivisinn, wh<'rE' 
they srrvrd nwinly as minefirld clrarrrs and cnnS\T1I<'tinn 
workers, to prove themselvrs at nw Russian Front. 

As the Waffen-SS pxpilndrd and 'ClW mnrr action thf'rE' 
was il corrf'sponrling increClse in the numhf'r of criminal 
ilnd disciplinary Cilses ilnd most of these casrs wrrf' soon 
forwarrlf'rl on to the nrwly rstahlishf'.d W"ffrn-SS and 
Police i'f'nal ('"mp at nClnzif~-Miltzkau or a similar faeilit\' 
"t rhp Oach"" KZL. Fventll<1l1y, rnilirilry prison!'rs \Vl'r" 
used. to fnrm ~ varif'ty pf speci()l-us~, cnmmi'lndo ilnd 
paratr()o!, cnmklt units. 

L"J. £3oqAerts W"S A Flemish mmnhp.r of thp 711d S!, ~.1iliuJry 
Geoloqy CompclI1Y of thp. W"fff!l1-S~; t1ilitary ['leulogy 
AattRli"n. lie was born 0" 2 Fehruary 19rJ[) FInd rlif'ri "ftpr 
a long illness rill" to his WRr wounds (In fi (Jr:tnl!rr I Drill_ 

- § -

SS-()h~rr;rhRrfIJPhrp.r Frnst ~·Ipqp.r "lR':; .g dpC(1rRtprl 8sr;mJlt 

troor Ip;,rler rrllm 7nrl Cn./~·;~; Pifl" fIn. "r""rd." ,,'hich 
s8rvpr! ;1~ Cl :,lrikin~ forr:r. for thp. nth S~l l J l(1\!rllnin flivi~i{ln 

"Nnrd" dllrinq it~ hnt.tlf-~s \.Jith the !\,nr.ncnns in f'rlrly 

1 ~-Jll:). r lrqpr \..JRS hP.RVily invnlvpri in \rJ- ~;~; vf"'tp.rRfl't, rlfr<1irs 

and di rd on q 1,Jnvnrnhpr 1 ~~ 1 3. 

- 'i-
r-iftpPrl cr~"'Jrnpn frnrn thrf~r tRnks hr.l(lrlqinq to rithpr 

t.hr. "I_/\! I" or' "~LI" ~:;~-j' r)ivl~;innr; \-lrrp t8krrl (-nf1tivr' hy 

thp, r;nvlrts on 73/7fJ I\rril lqq':l npnr ~\;l\Hnhrrq. ! rl\·J~r· 

.l\ustrin. Thry I..-lPrp. pxrclItpd on thr srnt, nnd pv!~ntl!.lllv 

huripd fwit,hout IrJJ in thp. V;--HJrTlhprq Crnlp.tpr V. 
q -

~;~"J-,Crpn;Hfi pr v./{1Ifulrn I lnfrll::lIHl. hnrn 1"1 (1,"tnhpr 1 q 1 ~1 
in I pip7iq. \"f<lS rfJ!1t~d to t h~ "{-lirlr\'lRnqrl" r 11 1/;c,;on 

n:; R disciplifl~rv r:nsp.. Hp \rlRS killrd in ;lcttnf) 8t ~~r'hrfl~f"'n 

r1nrhpr'n on 1 q t·1;1rr·h H1t~~) whilp ';P['\/lrlq \.Jlth 1rd ~ ~(l,1 

I.Hn./1 Ir .Pqt ./I:Hilh ~l~~ (,rrll;-~dipr' r 1!vi(;tflf1 

fl -
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SS-Brigarlcfuchrcr 
FRITZ SCHMEDES 

Prltz Schmedes was born on 7 Octoher IR94 in Schwnrme 
nellr Verden. the son of August Schmedc~, an EV[lnfwlic[l1 
p[lstor. He attended school In !lameln IInd on 20 Fehrlwry 
1913 enlisted in the Ost Priesische Field Artillery Rgt. 
Nr. 62 In Oldenburg as an officer candidate. 

Schmedes was commissioned a Lelltnllnt on 2.1 June 
1914 and spent the entirety of WWI on the Western Front, 
ending lip with the Strassburger Pield Artillery Rgt. 
Nr. 84. From memhers of this regiment he formed the 
"Volunteer Battery Schmedes" which was attached to 
the F reikorps "Hasse" In the Im mediate post-war era. 
In 1919 this outfit was deployed in Berlin and Upper 
Silesia. In October 1919, Schmedcs returned hllck to 
his original regiment (Feld.Art.Rgt.62) In Oldenhurg. 
He then participated In the fight against the "Red Army" 
In the Ruhr area. In June 1920 he joined the "Security 
Defense Force Central Germany," and was with a company 
that was formed In Ohrdruf and sent to Muehlhausen 
In Thuringla. 

Fl'itz Schmedes soon found his cllreer in the German 
Police. After mnny years of service he hecnme a police 
stnf( officer under the city adrninistrnrion In Erfurt 
In 1935. During the ye1lfs 1937 and 193H, he WPlS the 
commander of the Protective Police in ErflH~ cllld received 
a promotion to Lt.Col. of the Police. In MiHch 1939, 
Schmf'des became chief-of-staff to the Inspector of 
the Order Police in Kassel. 

Sclime<ies transferred into the SS-Police Dlv. in 1941 
nnd on the bnsis of his past military experience, hf'camf' 
the commander of the division's artillery regiment in 
June 1941. holding this position until 16 February 1942. 
nil I April 1942 he became an active memher of the 
Wafff'n-SS with the rank of Obersturmbannfuehrer. This 
wns followed by a quick promotion to Stand:Htenfuchrer 
on iO April 1942. One year Inter he was promotpd to 
Oberfuehrer and became the commander of the 4th ss 
Police I'z.Gr.Div. on 10 June 1943. To help him with 
his duties, Schmedes attended a divlslonfll commflnders 
training course thilt ran from 26 July to 21 Aug1J"t 194:1. 
11 is promotion to Brigadefuchrer folIowf'd on 9 Novem her 
1943. 

Brii(fhr. Schmedes was relf'gated to the Wflfff'n-SS 
offkf'rs reserve pool from 5 July to 22 August 1944. flf' 
then re-took command of the division and led it in act inn 
In fighting from Greece to Hungary. In thl' autumn of 
1944, he deliberately disobeyed a "Fuehrer Command 
Dlrf'ctive" ordering him to l<:ll1nch fl counterattack nn 
the grounds that he did not hflve enough troops tn do 
the job nnd whnt he did have Wf're worn out. He {'xP('ctt'rl 
a reprimand at hest, but a telegram soon arrived from 
RF-SS Hirnmler relieving him from command. This was 
cOtJplf'rl with a quick promotion to a junior officer, OStuh,1f. 
Waiter Ilarzer, to Standartenfuehrer, so thilt he could 
take charge of the division with an adequ<He rnnk. 

The shocked Sc:hmedes soon found himself in ,lisgrace 
and placed initially agnin in the re/;erve pool hut at some 
point-in-time over the next several weeks he was assigned 
as puni"hment to the 2nd SS Assault Brigade "Dirlewan,(er," 
composed largely of convicts and disciplinary cases. 
On 1 S Pehruary 1945, following the severe wounding 
of the hrigade commander, Oherfhr. Dirlewangcr, 
Schrnedes became temporary CO. even though his official 

WAFFEN-\~ 
PERSONALITY PROFI LE 

title was, and remnlned, "Ti1rtic:al Offjr-pf." A Fp\\, d;lI's 
later, on the 20th to he f'xact, the hrignde W,'lS Aurhori7,'d 
to hegin forming into the 36th SS (;rf'n. Oiv .• and Frit, 
Schrneoes would If'<ld this formation until its fln:ll sl1rr f'n<i('r 
on 29 April 194'5, while hOl'P1f'ssly tr<lp1'e(1 in thr l!;llh' 
Pockf't. Ilrlf'.fhr. Schrnedes thf'n wpnr irnn S(l\'i('t cl,'ti"itv 
and his ultimate f<lte is not known to this writrr. 

Waffen-lI:lIIptstu tm fUf"hTf'r-df'T- SS 
AYERKIY!lONCZAHENKO 

staff officer 11. \Ve;n df'r SS ("(;nli.i,,") 
AVf'rkiy Hnncz<lrf'nko was h(1rn on ,77 Octoh('r I ROil In 
Doshchf'nk y, 1'01 tavn Province, F,-,strrn I' k fll ir1l'. 11.' 
was descended from an old IlkrniniaTl C"""'" fnl'lilv 
and atterHif'd th" military school :It ('huhllviv, gr.1<ill,ltirH' 
in 1912. After thf' outhreak of WWI. IiOJlf-,:Henkn \\';lS 
sent to the Austro-(;errnnll Front where hf' s"n''',j as 
a company commander in the Impf'ri;li Hll",i:ln '\f(11\', 
By 191'i }w hnd risf'n to hannlion c01nTl1nndf'r, but h" 
W;;\S sev(,f 0 1y wOllndrd th(' Silrnc VPAr rllld S;l\1,' nn fllrthr'f 

combat rlllty. Decnfilt('d with thf' St. (;('nrl'f"s ('r'''' 
he hecnme Il If'ctllrf'r Ilt nn NCO ,,'hoo) in f.: i('''_ 

With thf' ol1thff'ak (lf tl1l' RllSSi;lTl r('\',.lllri<'n "",' ttw 

sub~f"qlJPnt rtttf"I'Tlpt tn n,;d~(' tlkulinr' nn inI1'-'I'('Tldf~nt. 
but non-communist St8tf', 1{nnc7.'lff'nkn hC'(~nfl1r' ('nmlll:lfl.j('>r 

of the Kif'v N('() sch",,1 ;lnt! llllld,' it :1 lIkr!lil1i;1[l nrb"r 
th"n flllssi:lll f:lcj}it\'. On April 1')17, ":ith rhl' rInk 
of Colnrwl, ltnn"7;H('nkn h<'c:]me , hairnl.'ln "r rhe l'b:lini;", 
Officers' Congress in f.: if'v, whkh h:1d Ih" t:l':f- pr (rf';ltin,~ 
a Ukraininn nation;ll Rrmv (pr rhp fir,~i tirrl(, :;;inr e- thr-. 

Battle of I'nlt.1Vll in 17(19 whil(' 'It I'l(' ':ITnf' t il1H' , <'l1\"'rt
ing nil rnilir;1ry schools in lJ~r,Jin(' fn)Pl t~lrs,i:lfl t() 
Ukrnini;ln. 

Th(~ first Tlkraininll nffl(-"rs' ,,-honl, n,mf'd :If,''r fj"Il'l;lrl 
Bohdan Khrnf'lnytsky, w,-" S('t--lll' in f.:icv in I,ll" 1<)11. 
.gnd Cnl. Ifoflc7arenKo W:l~ Hssh~n"'''d to it 8<; n le( tllrrr/ 
in~trll('t()r. At th(~ saTl)p tilllP he W;l~ fTl;lrle ;1 l';1rt;1Ii1~Tl 
cnrnrn:ln"'~r in Ih(' rIP'" IJkr!1iniiln Army, When rh" H(ll':I1I'-
viks hq(nn th<'ir "tr('mr't to conqllf'r 1II;r,lin". (',,1. II,ln-
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cZ<lrenko took to the field with his troops. From 23 Decem
ber 1917 to 29 January 1918 he commanded an anti
Bolshevik "front" near the towns of Backhmach and Kruty 
to the north of Kiev. His command consisted of his 500-
man hattalion, which had been formed from cadets at 
the officers' school in Kiev. 

in Jilnuiuy 191R Ilonczarenko's hilttillion ilhly defended 
il 3 km sector of frontlines against the repeated Flrtilcks 
hy a strong Bolshevik force ied by a Col. MurFlviev, an 
unsavory individual who was responsible for many atrocities 
in Ukraine. Towards the end of the month, Muraviev 
placed a direct phone call to Honczare-nko's command 
post demanding his surrender. Colonel Honczarenko refused 
to do so and advised Muraviev that a "reception commit
tee" awaited the Bolsheviks on the Kruty front. 

Whilt followed on 29 JilnllilfY was the day-long hattle 
of Kruty, in which Honczarenko's battalion continuously 
repelled Red attacks from a much larger force with 
the aid of only 18 heavy machine guns and one artillery 
piece. This heroic victory in which some 250 Ukrainians, 
Including 10 officers and one entire platoon perished, 
bOllght time to help prepare for the defense of Kiev. 

Following the Battle of Kruty, Col. Honczarenko was 
elevated to a staff position with the "Slobidsky K ish," 
a new Ukrainian military formation. He then served 
in a variety of posts for the military administration of 
free Ukraine, including county commander at Letychiv, 
and different positions in the National Administration 
of M ilitary Schools under the government led by fletman 

Pavlo Paul Skoropadsky. 
In December 1918 he became the ptovincial mllirary 

commander of PodiJIia at Kamianets Podilsky. !le then 
served as chief of staff officers during the advHnce of 
the united Ukrainian armies on Kiev under the command 
of Otaman Symon Pellura. This offensive failed and the 
independent Ukrainian state was swallowed up hy the 
Soviet Bolsheviks. Colonel Honczarenko then settled 
In westf'rn Ukraine (Galicia), which had been incorporated 
into the new independent Polish state, which at least 
W!1S non-communist. During the Inter-war years he worked 
for the Union of Ukrainian Cooperatives in Tovmach 

and K rynytsia. 
In 1943, at the age of 53, he offered his services to 

the new 14th Waffen-Grenadier Div. der SS (gal!zien 
Nr. I), which was composed mostly of Ukrainian volunteers. 
Honczarenko joined the divisional staff with the rank 
of Hauptsturmfuehrer (Captain). lIe seems to hnve heen 
involved in the planning for the deployment of the first 
Ukrainian Waffen-SS combat troops (SS-Kampfgruppe 
"Beyersdorf") in February 1944 (see photo on page 119 
of~~iKb.~in.E !£E ~~92fll)' and later participated in and 
survived the epic battle of Brody. The rest of his career 
is somewhat ohscured except for the fact that Co\. Hon
czarenko eventually wound up in the United States and 
diecl in New York on 12 April 1980 at the age of 89. 

Photo: War-time portrait of Waf.-Ilstuf. Honczarenko 
in the uniform of the 14th SS Division. 

SS-Oberfuehrer 
STEFAN HEDRICH 

Stefnn lIedrich was born on 14 March 18RO In the Siehen
hurger "Saxony" area of Austro-Hungary. lie was the 
fifth of seven children of a medical doctor. At the age 
of 14 he was sent to the Imperial Military Cadet school 
In Vienna and after graduating became an officer-candidate 
in the Ausno-Hungarian Army. In WWI he served as n 
Captain and bRttaiion commander in the Imperial Army, 
winning numerous decorations for bravery, including 
the prestigious Order of Leopold with oakiP.aves and 

swords. 
In the !l0st-WWI era, Hedrich join('rJ the Romanian 

Army when his hom('land was trClflsferrerl to that ('ountry 
nnd eventually arose to the rank of Colonel of the Mountilin 
Troops. Ik was a good friend and acquaintance of Artuf 
Phelps, nnother Slchenhufger "Saxon" and (;f'o('wl of 
the Mountain Troops In the RomnnlCln Army. fledrich 
suhsequently followed Phleps' example and volllntN'TC'ri 
his services to the Waff(,Tl--SS, which Rwaf(]('cl him his 
old rRnk of Colon('1 (i.('., Stnndnrtenfuehr('rl. 

At the age of 62 in March 1942, Staf. flf'drich h(,(,Ame 
one of many form('r Austro-H\Jn~(arian offic('rs assigncd 
to oversee the tmining and formation of rh(' ('thnk·,(;errnan 
SS Mountain 1liv. "Prinz Eugen" in Yugoslavia. As the 
right-hand man to thp divisional cornmAnd('r, (;fl1rpen
fuehret Phl"ps, Hedrich was nAmecl "infClntl'rie ftl('hr('r" 
of "Prinz Ellgen," which effectivply made him sPcQnd-in
command. In this cClpAclty f1edrich would Sf'rvf' as Acting 
divisional comnHlnder, Inrrl('-f"roup Icadpr, and fror awhile. 
acting commnndf'r of ttlP division's 1st Mnt. Rgt. (Iilt('r 
SS-(;('hirgsjil('W'r Hgr. 11). 

Aft('r condllctinf( difficult winl('r "peratiolls in I Q 42/·13, 
in hard t('rrClin i1nd tf('acherous we;Jther concJitlc'ns, Staf. 
lIedrkh o('carne so crippled with rh('urnRtisrn th;lt he 
could barely wCllk. So on 4 April 1941 he hegan a skk 
ieilvc. lif' ttwn uncierw('nt six we('ks nf tre.gtfll('nt for 
his condition at the "rildlnnctivc" mud hnths Clt I'\,stipn, 
Slovnkiil, whic-h s('('med to do rl", trkk. fiis higr:esl !'rnl'lern 
was negot iating n hank dr<lft In ~;I<1v",ki;ln Ctlrrf'n"Y to 
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PflY for the cure! 
After regflining his mobility, Hedrich returned to Yugo

slflvia to rejoin the "PE" Dlv. at the end of May 1943. 
He reflched the divisional staff In Montenegro, during 
the final stages of an anti-terrorist operation and found 
himself with nothing to do - reduced, in his own words, 
to a "camp follower." He was soon declared unfit for 
combat duty by the Waffen-SS HQ clOd recalled to Berlin 
where he was to become Inspector of SS Mountain Troops. 
Hedrlch's journey from Mostar to Berlin via Sarajevo 
find Vienna took a full week to accomplish hy horseback, 
a m bulance, truck and train. He would later make the 
SfI me journey In reverse by airplanc In a mere five hours. 

In the course of the war, Stefan Hedrlch was awarded 
the WWII clasps to both grades of the Iron Cross (which 
he hfld already received In WWO, and may have been 
promoted to Brlgadefuehrer at the end of the Wflr (stili 
unsuhstantiated). All of his three sons served ably as 
officers in the Waffen-SS. During nCflrly three yeflrs 
of V.S. cflptivity after the war, Hedricll devoted his 
time to writing and eventually did a memo!r of his wartime 
experiences with the "Prinz Eugcn" Div. for the Waffen-SS 
veterans' magazine .!?_~ Fr~iwii~~ in the early 1960s. 
He lived a rich and full life, serving in his own words 
"flS a soldier under three emperors and two kings," and 
died on I February 1975, nearly 9') yeflrs of age. 

Top photo: Portrait in uniform. 
Bottom photo: "Prlnz Eugen" diVisional staff, 1942. 

Front row: second from left, Staf. Ilcdrich; third from 
left, (;ruf. Phlcps. 

SS-Gruppenfuehrcr 
KARt. VON TREUENFELD 

Karl von Treuenfeld was born on 31 March IHH5 In Flcns
burg, the son of an Imperial Nflvy sea cflptain. From 
1909 to 1933 his name was listed as von Flscher-Treuenfeld 
to reflect the old family name of FIscher. For whatever 
reason, he had the Prussian Interior Minister change 
his n'lme to simply van Treuenfeld In 1933. 

After completing primary schooling in IR9H, van Fls
cher-Treuenfeld was admitted to the military aCflrlemy 
in I'loen; he later transferred to the main Imperial Military 
Cadet training school at the Llchterfelde Bl1rracks (latf~r 
to be the home of the LSSAH), In Berlin. In 1903 he joined 
the 4th Guard Field A rtiliery Rgt. in Potsdam as an officer 
candidate and he received his promotion to Lcutnant 
In the following year. Two years later he transferred 
to the 1st Hussar Lifeguard Rgt. In Danzig, where he 
served with the son of Fleld-MiHshall van Mackensen, 
the later Col.-Gen. Eberhardt van Mackensen. 

In 1910, von FIscher-Treuenfeld was of( to Fmnce, 
to study the French language and visit the country. From 
1912 to 1914 he attended courses at the Imperial War 
ACfldemy, find In mid-July 1914 his knowledge of French 
paid off when he was sent on a secret military intelligence 
mission In France and Belgium. With the outbreak of 
WWI hI' quickly returned to his old regiment. 

On 30 March 1916, van Fischer-Treuenfeld joined the 
staff of the Commander-In-Chief "East" with the rank 
of Hauptmann. lie later joined the operations detachment 
of the General Staff. After the defeat of Romania, it 
was his Job to get the vital oil production In that country 
flowing again. In the summer of 1917, von Fischer-Trellen
(cid had the task of delivering daily military briefings 
to Kaiser Wilhelm 11. In the autumn of that year he worKed 
on standardizing regulations for the deployment of modern 
signals or communications equipment. During parts of 
1917 and 191H he also attended clflsses for troop leaders 
and General Staff officers, and In 191 H he hecame the 
chlef-of-staff of the 232nd Infantry Division. 

Van Trp.lIpnr"ld AS cn of 10th m Ilivisinn. 

On (, Nnvf'mher lCiIH. van Fischer-1'r"'l1Pnfeld "'ilS 
sent to h('lp orgilni7e border riefensf's in Silpsia ili'"in,t 
the Czechs. A ftpr that he was sent on another s['cclill 
military inrl'lligence mission to H<lsselt, 11rlgiunl. In 
the meantime the war had reflched its conclusion, <lnd 
he fOllnd himself sent back to the 212nd Inf. Ilivisir)n 
In East Prtl.ssiil, where it was soon df'mohili7ed. In .JClnu"ry 
1919, von Fischer-Trellenf.,lri went to work for th., State 
of East Prussifl with the job of lOCAting find neutrCllizing 
secret military munitions Clnd expl()sives dumps lE'ft over 
from the Wilr. At his own rpqlwst he Ipft the Army with 
the rank of M!1jor on .11 Milrch IG2Cl. hut hE' mail1t'llncd 
his many militflry contacts and continlled to !'ilrticip;1te 
in exercises for 5t8ff officers. 

From 192(1 to 10 31, von Fisrher-Treul'nff'ld worked 
in husiness mill1f1gcriill positions in HClmhurg. In lun 
he \1f'camf' th., dirertnr of thl' industrifll r1"'P,1r1 ment 
of the Viktoriil Cornlv,nv in [krlin, a post t"Clt hp "pld 
until Iq,,!. 111 the l1)(':1ntlrne he had 1"'con1e inl','lved 
in politics throllgh the poplllist \'"pll<ischpn Vf'rb,,"nde 
in lIamhurg. l1uc to his '·"11t;1('ts with (;('n. I.u<i'>nti n rff. 
he had le;trl1ed of Adolf !fitler ill1d his nl'wernrllt ;lS e;1flv 
as 1972. 

In 191.\, vnn Trrllenf,'ld 1'('(·,'1rl1e aC'lu;]nitl'd with rhe 
Rekhsfll<'hrer-SS. fjrinrkh fjirnml,'r. ;,nd eV(,l1t",,"v. 
In April 1'1\'), lIimmkr nfff'red him a I'<'sitinn in th,' 
SS. Ei1I~('r to return to military life. I'r>n Tr('lwnfel·! ;]1·

ceptcd find \V;1.S }~ivrn the r;ln~ of SS· (H'l"'rflJ('hrer (~("'n!(\r 
colonel) on I May I r.) ,q. He \\";'~ ~!Jt\~I~q1J('nrl\' f1 (1SiCd 

to the stHff {)( an S~ Tntf'nknr'( Stdf1,inrte, hph1fl' 1'C'('(1rnin}; 

Cl hureau ('hier in the SS Mfiin ()f (il f' ;Hld IJls~1f'( !tir ('( 

SS Officers Sd'<l<lls. In 1'),11) 11<' wns ;,ssi)!np,j tll tl\l' SS
Verfucgllnf,s l1i\'I,;inn (I;]«'r t<l beenrll(, "r),lS Fei, h"), 

and served witit it durinf~ its cnn1h;1t stint <'fl tlw Wf'q('rn 
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Front. lie was then promoted to SS-Brig;"Hkfuehrer on 
9 November 1940 and on 2fl November becRme tbe rlirector 
of the Bureau for Officer TrHining in the SS MRln Office. 

In the years that followed, KRrl von Treuenfeld held 
n wide vRriety of WRffen-SS field Rnd office positions. 
lie servcd in succession as Wnffen-SS Commander "North
can," Wnffen-SS CommRnder "Hohemia-Moravla," Com
mnnder 1st SS Motorized Infantry Hde., nnd WRffen-SS 
Commander "Russia-South." On 30 JanuRry 1944 he recei
ved R promotion to SS-(;ruppenfuchrer and assumf'd com
mnnd of the 10th SS I'z.Oiv. "Frundsberg." lie led this 
division during the successful effort of II.SS I'z.Corps 
to free the trapped 1st I'z.Army in Gallci::l In April 1944. 
From I May to 24 May 1944, von Treuenfeld found himself 
in SS officers' reserve. He WRS then assigned to com mand 
VI. LAtvian SS Army Corps on 24 MAY and held this position 
until 15 July 1944, when ill health appRrenrly forced 
him bRck Into the reserve pool. 

Gruf. von Treuenfeld was next reassigned to the SS 
M'lin Office, where he became an Inspector of SS Institu
tions and Facilities. However, on 10 .JRnuRry 1945 he 
was again returned to the reserve officers' pool. At wRr's 
end, (;ruf. von Treuenfeld went Into U.S. captivity. Still 
in bRd heRlth, he was cermln that he would recover once 
he was released, but the "victors" hRd no intention of 
letting him go any time soon. As a result he died in Ameri
CRn c<1ptivity <1t A llendorf on 6 June 1946, at age 61. 

55-0 bersc harr ue hTe r 
LUDWIG KOECIILE 

Lurlwig Koechle was born on 28 ,Janu<lry 1921 in Nofels. 
Vor<lrllJerg. lie joined the armed SS in 19:18 as a 17-year
oln volunteer. Following a year of training he participated 
in the Polish anrl Western Campaigns as a m<lchine gunner, 
rlemonstrating great dash and energy on the hattlefield. 
While serving in France he W<lS promotert to Untersch<lr
fuehrer <lnd m<lrte a squarl learler. 

In June U141, Usch<1. Koechle enterAri Russi<l with 
the rest of his unit, 5th Co./SS-"T" InLHgLlISS-"Toten
kopf" Division. During the difficult rlefensive fighting 
for the DemY<lnsk Pocket, he fully proved his mettle 
m<lny times over. fie lerl over 100 sr,out troop missions 
C1t DemYClnsk and p<lrticip<lterl in 30 comlmt C1SSnUltS. 
For his demonstration of personAl r,our<lgA. Koechle was 
promoted to Oberschnrfuehrer anrl ilw<lrned hoth dasses 
of the Iron Cross. He WClS also listed m"ny tirnn~ in thn 
regiment,ll ordeTs-of-the-d<lY for carrying out successful 
corn ha t missions. 

In ,J<lnuary 1942. Koechle len nn opp-ration ng<1inst 
cnp-my positions thnt were threatening tlm rloP-p f1nnk 
of his h<lttClIion's scctor. Using hnnd grenadp-s he pmsonClI
Iy rlestroyed six enemy bunkers and <I rnClchine glln position 
<1nd its crew. Then he lerl his sqmHl in demolishing an 
f!llemy counteTClttack <It close I<lngp-, thus preventing 

the Soviets fTom n~gn1Tl1Tlg thinr lost positions. This Clction 
won Koechle thA award of the Knight's Cross on ~fl Feh
TtInry I n4 2. 

On 9 Jnnn 1912, Osch<l. I.urlwig Kop.chle WClS kiJlp.d 
hy <I direct Clrtil1ery hit neClr Polizo. srl1lthwf'st of l.Clkn 
IImrm. lie W<lS givnn Cl hero's hllri;ll '11 thn rlivision<ll ("emn·· 
tnry <It Mirnch<liy. 

CArrrr Onrlinp 

S~- Stllrmh:lOnfltehrer 
(;lJNTIIER PAROIIS 

Ho r n ;; ~,\ pr i I' 191 4. 
SS Numher: 62,915. 
Entered Genf'r<11 SS on 20 April IQB, joining 1./18 

SS Sr<1ncbrt(' in Kornigsherg. 
At iln officer cilnditi;1te trilining course with rh(' I.SSA H 

from I Octoh('r 1934 to I April 191,). 
At SS Junk('rschuln Toplz from l'i April IQ" to 31 

Jilnuilry 1936. 
Snrv('d ilS pliltoon l""der 8t Cl n"c:hilll trClininl; rourse 

from I F('hnwry 1936 to 30 April 193(i. 
AttClched to the Funk Sturm (RClciio Co.) of th" S~!VT 

NRchrichten<1bteilung (Signeds Ocr.) on I April IQ,(i; 
b('coming il pliltoon IeCld('r in f;ilme eicm('nt on 2n April 
1936. 

In 1917 he <1tt('ndpd Sign81s courses 8t thr Army Sign81s 
School in !IClllr. 

In e<1rly 19}9 h" att('nrlrd <1 comp<lny romm<1ndf'rs 
trilining cours". ilt the Army Sii,n<1ls School in 1L111r. 

On 20 Octobrr 1940 he bcc<1me commRndrr of th", 
RRdio Co. of thp Sip,n<1ls Det. of thp SS-"V" {'iv., up{'n 
the recommf'ndiltinn of the Det<1chment commilnd",r, 
Stubaf. Weiss, Clnn the division<11 commilnder, (;ruf. HRUS
s('r. He would this position through I April 1942, during 
which rim", the SS-"V" Division beCAme the 2nd SS I'z.Gr. 
Div. "D<ls Reich." 

From 1 April 194Z to 20 M::lY 1941 he serv('d as com
m<1ndcr of SS SignClls net. 2/"D<1s Relch" Division. 

From 16 Nov('mher 1942 to 12 Dncemlwr 1942 he at
t('nd",.! R detRchmf'nt comm<1nder trRining course in PClris. 

On 20 May 194) FMnhs took ch;ugn of I. Trilining 
Group/SS Sign<1ls School Mrtz ilnd hf'lrl this post until 
15 November 1944. 

From 15 Novemh('r 1944 to the end of the WM, F'HOhs 
WilS head of commlJnic<1tions in rhf' SS P('rsonnnl Offi(:n. 

Ranks 
StandClrt('noherjl.lnker, 2') Ff'hru<1ry 1916 
UntprsturmfllehrN, 20 April 1936 
Obnrstllrmfu('hrer, 11 Septrmhnr 1938 
HalJptstlJrmfuE'hrer, }O J\ln(" 1919 
Sturmbnnnfu('hrer, 1.0 April 1<l41 

DcrorRtions 
Iron Crnss, 7nd Cl<1s~, 10 Srpfcmhrr 1940 
Irol1 Cross, I Sf Clnsf;, 14 Novpm t'cr 19,10 

Thp. 500 of thp. Prnsirinnt nf 1""I'lOd from 1 qqq tn I t1S2. 
Svp-inn Rjnrrnsson. W;1-<; R W<lffprl-SS volltnrppr ;Jno A 

qrnrluRte of thp [i~~·,liJnkprschtllp. "ToeI7." ~~F' ~prv~r1 d1rring 

rnnst of t.hp. WRr with thp S~ W;lr C~nrrpc;pondp.ntc.; r~qt. 

"~<urt Eqq~rs." Snrvice in thP. wArtimf! r~ermf1n ,grmpd 

forces W<lS not r:onsrriRrprl n "r.rimp" in nPlltr.q1 Icnlnnd. 

and RS F) r~c;ult. Ir~'Rndic S~; rnp.n. tlnlrKp. othrr r-urollPfln 
voluntpprs \.;pr'p npvpr JlprsPClltr.d hy their nl..ln qnvrrrHTlPrlt.. 

Interestinqly. njnprn:.snn's rn1it.ir:<l1 CRrp~r \. . ..,'0<; npvpr 

neqRtivrly :-Iffrr:trd hV his snn'(; \'JPII-knn\-fn nr:tlvirir'c-;! 
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THE BAND OF 
THE SS REGIMENT "DER FUEHRER" 

IlI./E./Btl. der ss "Totcnkopf" Hnno. 

The military music corps of the "OF" Rgt. hCld its OrlgInS 
in 1934, when in the late autumn of that year Cl 40-man 
lland W'lg formed for 11. Bn./SS-Standarte "Oe\ltschl,md" 
under Ustuf. Adolf Laubmann at the Dachnu SS Trnining 
Facility. The musicians were recruited either locnlly 
in Bav;uia or came from the contingent of SS auxiliary 
workers who were stationed at Oachau. In addition to 
their musical practice the bnndsmen were required to 
undergo standard infantry training and later were given 
specialist corn munications instructions so that they could 
be given military duties as assistant signals troops. 

In n short time the 11. Bn. band along with its counterpnrt 
froP.1 I./SS-"O". was giving local concerts in and around 
M unich and on the M unich radio station. A t civilian con
certs the twin "Oeutschland" battalion bands usually 
performed together, with Gustav-Adolf Bunge from I./SS
"D" and Adolf Laubmann alternating as conductors. Clas
sical, opera and military musical arrangements were 
pl;>yerl at the concerts. 

Not long after the II./SS-"O" i>and was formed. the 
l'lrgelv ceremonial SS-Detachment "N", stationed in 
Nuremberg, found itself in need of a musical contingent. 
As a result the 11./SS-"0" band was transferred to it 
and began participating at all of the important National 
Socialist and patriotic functions that were held in the 
city. In 19.38 the hand was assigned to IV./SS-"D" for 
the militrlry advance into Austria. It was then quartered 
in Kufstein. where it carried out numerous open-air con
certs for the locals. Following a brief tr!lnsfer back to 
its old command the band was sent to Vienna to serve 
!IS the nucleus for a music corps for the new Austrian 
"[)('r Fuehrer" SS Regiment. 

Aclolf LClubrnClnn. now a Hauptsturmfuehrer, was p!::lced 
in charge of the new "DF" band which was first quartered 

in the fClmolls Rariet7:ky 8ClrrClcks i>efore re\ncating to 
the SS 8ClrrClcks Clt Vienna-Schol'nJ.runn. It snon R<lined 
a fine replItMion Clmong the civili"n, in this music-lovi:lR 
city on the f)i'lIluhe. Numerous personnel changes now 
took plncl' ns CAdres of mllsic:iAns hCld to he a"ign('d 
to the newly estahiish('d h!lnds of ll. Clnd 1ll.!"Der Pu('hrer," 
tively. The depClrting i>!lndsmen were r("plnceel t,y formpr 
Austrian Army musicians and hy students from ttw Austrian 
Army School of Music. The "DF" bctnd soon 11ec<lme A 
familiAr fixture of Rndio Vif'nna. 

The bano subseqll('ntly acc'om pan i('o thp "[1P" R gt. 
into the Sudcrenl'lnri !lnd Bohemiil-MorAvia and as nf 
1 June 1919 WAS st!!tioned in the City of Pr:1f{lle. With 
the outhre!lk of hnstilitips the "OF" musicians found 
themselves on the' mov", first to FrpiI11lrg-fllpjhewh, 
then to RecklinghAllsen-f)!ltteln and fin;)lly to thp Wphr
macht Medic,,1 Trnining School at Er"m('rich. fier(' they 
underwent a six-week instruction!ll Cntlr,p for medics. 

In the French Campaign of 1940, the "!lV''' b"nd WPnt 

along with rhe regiment and its pArent SS, "V" Iliv. nn 
the march to rh" Spanish frontier. It next i>ridly spenl 
time around Zwnllp in Holland And ne:u VPSOIJ! in FrCln,,> 
before participClting in the Iblkan Camp'lign pf I Q41 
with the "Das Reich" Division. Just Iwfore rh(' st'lrt 
of the war with th" rrSSR, the "nI''' o'lnd W8S disbclnd,'d 
in I'ulawy, n(,8r Luhlin, in the (~('nprillf~overnrn('nt, rh(' 
m1J~ical instruTnpnts wer~ stored in the' KUfnw \\,:1rcho,,~f' 
in Pul.1..wy And thp b:l:ndsrneIl wen" r1ssignpd to v;lrinl!S 

companies of the r~f;iment to serve as medi,s nr m"t"r 
vehicl(' driv('rs. 

In 1940, thr fflllnrkr Clnd I(''lrjrr of th,' "OPf Fllrhr"r" 
bAnd, SS-Hstllf. Adolf Ln1Ji>mClnn. perished in S"virr C8P
tivity. His name will :1lw"vs he Clssf)ciar('d wirh rh(' rnili
Wry music corps of rhp W'lffpn-SS. & 
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1ST BATTERY 
SS ASSAULT GUN DET. 4 

WITH THE. "WALLONIEN" BRIGADE 
The Assault Gun Detachment (armored, motorized artil
lery) of the 4th SS Police Div. was formed in the autumn 
of 1943 at the SS Training Grounds in Dehica, Poland. 
The unit commander was Stubaf. Etthoefer and the CO 
of 1st Battery was Hstuf. Planitzer. Hstuf. Planitzer 
had served with the Police Div. since its inception in 
1939, initially being with the 14th Anti-tank Co. of SS 
Police Rifle Rgt. 3. Most of his officers and NCOs as 
well hailed from the anti-tank and artillery elements 
of the Police Division. 

In November 1943, 1st Battery/SS Assault Gun Det. 
4 was temporarily assigned to the 5th SS Sturmbrigade 
"Wallonien," which although well-trained and equipped, 
was somewhat undermanned (2,000 troops) and lacking 
in firepower. "Wallonien" had been subordinated to the 
5th SS Pz. Div. "Wiking" on the southern part of the 
Eastern Front. After a long train ride from Debica, 1st 
Battery joined the Belgian volunteer brigade in the Cher
kassy area on 23 November 1943. The assault gun troops 
first saw action in the vicinity of Bol. Starosselje; in 
the wild lands to the east and southeast of the Irdyn 
Swamp. Here the enemy was well represented by fanatic 
partisan units and dispersed Red Army remnants. The 
Walloons were involved in fairly heavy skirmishing in 
this sector and the 1st Assault Gun Bat tery provided 
some heavy weapons support, losing one of its armored 
vehicles to an enemy mine in the process. 

Between Christmas and New Year's Day, 1st Battery 
was sent to the town of Olschana, about 35 km to the 
southwest. This town had been an important supply base 
for the "Wilting" Oiv. but now half of it was in the hands 
of the enemy. On the 2nd of January, the Walloons, sup
ported by the SS-Police assault guns, stormed the Russian 
occupied part of the town. Another assault gun was knock
ed out by anti-tank rifles but two T-34 tanks were damaged 
and captured. Ustuf. Jaeger, in charge of 1st Platoon 
was wounded. 

The Soviet forces from Olschana were pushed back 
into a ravine where they took heavy losses. The 2nd Platoon 

Unknown Walloon volunteer (note arrnshield). 

Proposed "Wallonlen" collar patch. 

of 1st Battery, led by Oscha. Gutmann, continued on 
in pursuit of the foe for a distance of about 3 km past 
Olschana. Here the platoon was suddenly confronted 
by about 300 mounted communist troops who were prompt
ly sent reeling with high casualties. Then orders arrived 
stating that Olschana must be held under all circumstances. 
It then became the defensive sector for 1st Battery lip 
until 8 February 1944. 

During the large scale enemy offensive that be gan 
on 28 January, the so-called "Cherkassy Pocket" was 
formed around the 50,000 or so German and European 
troops in the vicinity. The town of Olschana was cut 
off and left stranded about 7 km outside of the main 
pocket, which posed additional problems for its defenders, 
who consisted of 1st Assault Gun Battery and around 
200 Walloon volunteers. They were forced to carry out 
a relief attack to try and rejoin the main pocket. Coming 
under fire from some 70 enemy anti-tank guns, the SS
Police assault guns led the main effort until they were 
ambushed by a group of Soviet 17.2 cm cal. assault guns 
at close quarters (only 10 m separated the combatants!). 

Walloon SS volunteers near CherkaGGY· 
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Three of the German armored vehicles were knocked 
out but most of the crews and battery members were 
able to escape back to Olschana. Despite being outnum
bered in terms of armored vehicles by 20 to I, the men 
of 1st Battery were able to knock out a further eight 
enemy tanks in the days ahead. 

On 8 February Olschana was finally evacuated and 

the defenders successfully fought their way back to the 
"big pocket." Less than a week later the members of 
1st Battery (now without any assault guns) joined their 
comrades from the "Wallonien," "Wiking" and assorted 
Heer divisions in a largely successful breakout from 
the Bolshevik envelopment. < 

THE STRUCTIJRE OF PANZER DIV. "KEMPF' 
THE FIRST ARMED "SS" DIVISION 

Order Of Battle, September 1939 
Divisional Staff HQ 

Commander: Gen.Maj. Kempf 
Chlef-of-Staff: Oberstlt. van Bernuth 
Intelligence Officer: SS-lIstuf. Erlch Grenzlng 
2nd Orderly Officer: SS-Ostuf. Horst Geguns 

SS Panzergrenadier Rgt. "Deutschland" 
Commander: SS-Staf. FeIix Stelner 
Staff & I.-Ill. Battalions 
13. Co. (Infantry Guns) 
14. Co. (Anti-tank) 
15. Co. (Motorcycle) 
16. Co. (Engineer) 

Panzer Rgt. 7 (Army) 
Two Light and one Heavy Armored Detachments 

Panzer Det. 10 "Zlnten" (East Prussian) 
Commander: Oberst Landgraf 

SS Artillery Regiment 
Commander: SS-Ostubaf. Peter Hansen 
Three Light Detachments 

SS Reconnaissance Detachment 
Commander: SS-Stubaf. Dr. Wlm Brand 

SS Signals Detachment 
Commander: SS-Stubaf. Erich Weiss 

Anti-tank Detach ment 511 (Army) 

Motorized Engineer Battalion 505 (Army) 

Medical Corps (Army) 

Divisional Supply Service (SS) 
Supply Officer: SS-Staf. Viktor Knapp 

Special Observers on the Divisional Staff 
SS-Gruf. Paul Hausser, the Inspector of the Armed 

SS and his Chief-of-Staff, SS-Ostubaf. Werner Ostendorff 

Panzer Division "Kempf" went into action at dawn on 
1 September 1939 and served throughout the duration 
of the Polish Campaign, during which time the Armed 
SS troops attached fully proved their mettle in combat. § 

CLASSIFIEDS 
New Monograph Biography oC Paul lIausser in English; 
stiff paper covers, photos, $10. Also comprehensive catalog 
of Waffen-SS/German Army books, $I.DO. John Fedol'owicz, 
Military Book Dealer, 267 Whitegates Cr., Winnipeg 
M/J R3K IL2 CANADA. [42) 
EXTENSIVE Military Book Catalogs available. Many 
Waffen-SS titles. Send $2.00. The History Bookshop, 
2 The Broadway, Friern Barnet Rd., London Nil 3DU 
GREAT BRITAIN. [42) 
WANTED: Copies/negatives of photographs of well known 
W-SS personalities in portrait type poses (combat or 
dress). Also interested in other known 3rd Reich military 
figures. You keep the originals. Earl Cousins, 4125 Silbury 
Rd., Richmond VA 23234. [42) 
Die Ritterkreuztrager is a monthly publication for Third 
Reich collectors and historians. We need art icles and 

subscribers. Send $2.50 for sample issue which will be 
credited towards subscription. D.H., 4125 Silbury Hd., 
Hichmond VA 23234. (421 
WWII GEHMAN WAFFEN-SS And lVehrnlHcht repl'o comhat 
uniforms. Excellent qUlllity/specs. Send 15/224' stamps 
(or $3.30 cash) for mailings of styles, pictures and prices. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. SE!'P, 1'.0. Box 9-l7, (;ig ilal'bor 
IVA 98:3:15. [42) 
WANTED: Waffen-SS sleevebunds, awards, documents, 
etc. up to $3,000 for complete SS 'soldier's estates. Paying 
up to $200 for SS Soldbuchs. Free, no obliglltion appruisuls. 
Will travel to view on either side of the Atluntic. All 
transactions strictly confidentinl. Write to: Hobel·t 
Springer, Genco Oil Corp., 725 E. Market St., Wilminglon 
DE 19801. (4r.1 
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THE SS-KAMPFGRUPPE "DIRNAGEL" 
25 MARCH 1 945 TO 8 MAY 1 945 

The SS-Kampfgruppe "Dirnagel" was formed on 25 March 
1945 from members of the SS Flak Traininb and Replace
ment Rgt. in Munich. It was structured as follows: 

I. Grenadier Bn. (1st-4th Companies). CO: Hstuf. Schet-
tgen; 

11. Grenadier Bn. (5th-8th Companies). CO: Hstuf. 
Mendrzyk; 

SS Flak Detachment "Dirnagel" (mixed) with the follow-
ing elements: 

two batteries (1st. 2nd) of "B8" Flak each with six 
guns; 

one battery (3rd) of 3.7 cm Flflk with nine solo guns 
and fI twin gun; 

one battery (4 th) of 2 cm Flak. with some multi-bar-
reled guns; 

Flak Det. CO: Hstuf. Martin; 
Overall unit commander: Ostubaf. Dirnagel; 
Kampfgruppe strength: about 2.500 men. 
On 27 March the battle-group left Munich in a motorized 

convoy that took it through Augsburg. Donauwoerth. 
Noerdlingen. Dinkelsbuehl and Crailsheim to the area 
around Rot-am-See/Blaufelden where it arrived on the 
next day. On 29 March. SS-KGr. "0" was posted to the 
XIII. Temporary General Command Staff in Rothenburg 
under Gen. Weissenberger and was deployed in the vicinity 
of Oberstleutnant von Hobe's 212th Volksgrenadier Divi
sion. 

The front situation was extremely confused at this 
time. The 1st Battery/Flak Det. "0" was initially posted 
to Riedbach. Most of the rest of the battle-group went 
into secondary blocking positions. while combat contingents 
from the "8B" and 2 cm Flak batteries were put directly 
into the main lines from Stuppach to Neunkierchen to 
a point west of Reichs Highway 19. for use in ground 
action. 

In the afternoon of 31 March an American attack to-
wards Althausen developed and an assault on Neunkirchen 
was broken up. At 16:30 six U.S. tanks renewed the attack 
on the western outskirts of Neunkirchen and four of 
them were promptly destroyed by Flak Battle Troop 
"Ilosch" from 1st Battery/SS-KGr. "D." which was led 
hy Il~tuf. GrauJ. But in a continuing exchange of fire 
with the remaining tanks both of the "88" guns belonging 
to Battle Troop "Hosch" were knocked out and Oscha. 
Hosch and six members of his gun crews were killed. 
The two surviving tanks were then driven off by Panzer
falls ten wielded by SS infantrymen. 

In the process of smashing another U.S. tank and infantry 
attack. 2nd Battery/SS-KGr. "D" led by Hstuf. Wundelrich 
lost four of its "BB" heavy Flak guns. thus the battie-group 
was deprived of one-half of its "B8" contingent in one 
day alone. On 1 April. SS-KGr. "0" was subordinated 
to XIII. SS Corps and its Flak batteries helped to destroy 
an enemy tank assembly area in the woods northwest 
of Koenigshofen. and also supported a German counter
attack towards Edelfingen-Koenigshofen. 

On the next day the whole battle-group was involved 
in the battle for these two towns; Edelfingen in particular 
changed hands many times over. On an important hill 
known as the Thurmberg. very bitter hand-to-hand fighting 
raged. But the combat was fierce all over and SS-KGr. 
"Dirnagel" reported losing 59 men killed in Koenigshofen 
alone. During the fight for Mergentheim it proved possible 

to better outfit the deployed SS battalions with more 
mechanized weapons and entrenching tools. W hen there 
were pauses in the action the children of the town helped 
out by bringing food and drink to the soldiers. 

During a reconnaissance-in-force towards Boxberg 
on 3 April. the CO of 5th Co./SS-KGr. "D." Hstuf. Martin 
Krenkel. was killed in action. The previous summer he 
had commanded 14th Co. (3.7 cm Flak)/49th SS Pz. Gr. 
Brigade. The CO of I./SS-KGr. "0" was also wounded 
on this da'y. On 6 April the battle-group was subordinated 
to the 9th Flak Division. The fighting had now moved 
into the southern outskirts of Mergentheim. Kampfgruppe 
"0" next became entangled in a violent struggle against 
U.S. tank forces for thp. town of Stuppach. losing another 
63 men killed in the process. Now deployed alongside 
the SS task force were assorted Volkssturm (home guard) 
troops. the Landesschuetzen Stamm Komp<lnie J./13 
and the Army replacement battalion in Meq~entheim. 
In the course of the evening of 6 April. Jlad Mergrmtlinim 
was evacuoted. and while serving as a rearguard Sth 
Co./SS-KGr. "0" was cut off and had to break through 
enemy forces in the direction of Niederstetten. 

From 7 to 9 April the battie-grollp saw very hard fighting 
for Apfelbach. Riedbach. Hollenboch and Wildentierbach. 
A great number of men were killed during and after 
(!) the battles. In Hollenbach 53 SS men died while in 
Wildentierbach seven more were killed - all shot in the 
head. In the postwar era it was discovered that of the 
22 members of SS-KGr. "0" that had been killed over 
Easter weekend J 945. J 6 had been shot in the head. The 
implications were obviolls; most SS men to die in such 
a manner at this stage of the war were victims of post
battle executions! The evidence now clearly demonstrates 
that American troops did not hesitate to murder Waffen-SS 
paws whenever the mood struck them. and no one of 
course. was ever brought to account for such activities. 
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Most of the American tanks knocked out in the fighting 
of 7-9 April were destroyed by hand-held weapons in 
close combat. Due to vehicle losses caused by the over
whelming enemy firepower, severe shortages in Flak 
supplies and equipment had begun to develop, greatly 
restricting the use of these weapons on the field of battle. 

On 8 April SS-KGr. "0" was engaged in extremely 
bitter street fighting with troops from the 10th U.S. Arm
ored Division. The Americans took many wounded members 
of the battle-group prisoner, and a number of them were 
indiscriminately executed on the spot. The 2nd Batteryl 
Flak Det./SS-KGr. "0" was also completely committed 
to the fight for Adelshofen. 

By 10 April. Kampfgruppe "Dirnagel" was in a steady 
retreat. but with larger corn bat responsibilities and far 
less troops to handle them with. Two days later it was 
again in the area around Rothenburg on the Tauber River. 
Part of the battle-group was sent to the vicinity of Crail
sheim where it succeeded in destroying a number of 
enemy tanks. However, heavy losses were sustained again 
during the continuing pullback around Schillingsfuerst 
on 14 April. 

On 15 April the battle-group underwent a brief "refresh
ing" near Fuerth. It was then attached to the 350th 
Special Use Volksgrenadier Div. under Gen.Maj. Schmidt. 
For the first time there was a severe shortage of fuel 
and ammunition. Battlefield actions took place around 
Vach and Gruendlach and all of the remaining light and 
heavy Flak guns were pressed into use as ground artillery. 
Kampfgruppe "0" had now begun to get some of its gaps 
refilled by non-SS personnel from assorted Army anti-tank 
units, and Paratroop and Labor Service elements. April 
16th saw further fighting against enemy forces who were 
well supported by artillery, around Gruendlach. 

From 17 to 19 April, SS-KGr. "Dirnagel" saw action 
around Burgfarnbach, Fuerth and Schwabach and began 
marching south towards Wassermungenau on 20 April. 
On 20 April it worked in close collaboration with 350th 
VG Div. around Wassermungenau and Rittershausen. From 
21 to 22 April it served as divisional reserve in the vicinity 
of Pleinfeld and later around Ramsberg. 

On 23 April the Americans took Weissenburg without 
a fight at 07:00 and continued advancing towards Pappen
heim. The next day saw Kampfgruppe "Dirnagel" manning 
a new defensive line which quickly came under a forceful 
attack by enemy tanks causing the SS troops to withdraw 
to new pOSitions about 3 km to the south at about midday. 
During the night a further pullback was made to the 
Altmuehl sector. 

In the morning hours of 25 April the enemy crossed 

the Altmuehl River near Dollenstein and further advanced 
towards Neuburg on the Danube and Ingolstadt. The SS 
battle-group was required to provide flank security along 
a line running from Ochsenfeld to Siesenhard to Nassenfels. 
Under cover of darkness a furthp.r withdrawal was carried 
out to the Danube sector. On 26 April, Ingolstadt fell 
to the enemy without a fight. 

From 1 to 3 May 1945, SS-KGr. "0" saw continuous 
but insubstantial fighting in the vicinity of Pfaffenhofen
Wasserburg. There was a tough battle at Eberstetten 
and at its conclusion 15 German paws, including a medic 
from SS Flak Det. 17/"GvB," were shot out-of-hand 
by the Americans. Around Erding, KGr. "Dirnagel" fought 
in conjunction with the 17th SS Div. "Goetz van Ber
lichengen." 

On 4 May, the battle-group, now subordinated to LXXXII. 
Corps, fought its last battle to the south of Bad Reichen
hall. Capitulation came four days later on 8 May 1945. 
The soldiers from Kampfgruppe "Dirnagel" were held 
first in a POW camp at Bischofswiesen for three weeks. 
They were then sent on to Egelsee by Ebersberg before 
finally being incarcerated at Langwasser near Nuremberg. 

Despite being composed primarily of trainees. SS-KGr. 
"Dirnagel" had acquitted itself with great success on 
the battlefield in near continuous action. Its soldiers 
were credited with destroying around 40 enemy tanks, 
half of them in close combat with Panzerfausten. In 
addition the Flak batteries brought down ten enemy 
aircraft. But a high price was exacted in return. Some 
200 men from the formation were killed (a good many 
in captivity) and probably 4-5 times as many were wounded. 

NOW AVAILABLE! 

Audio Cassette on 

The Warren-SS and the Malmedy Trial 

as presen ted by Ray Merriam at 
the 2nd International Revisionist Conference. 

Includes "The European Volunteer Movement in WWII" 
by Richard Landwehr. 

Price: $8.95 + $2.00 postage r~ handling 

Richard Landwehr 
Box 512 

Glendale OR 97442 

< 

~~ 
"::' ,.~ 

~ I ,. 

ss troops in Normandy. 
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SS FLAK ABTEILUNG 18 
18.SS-FREIWILLIGEN PANZERGRENADIER DIVISION 

··HORS1 WESSEL" 
The Flak Abteilung (Detachment) for the "Horst Wessel" 
Div. was based upon the air defense contingents that 
remained with the 1st Motorized SS Inf. Bde. in 1943. 
These were a light 2 cm Flak battery and a special Flak 
"Kampftrupp" (task force), which consisted of a paIr 
of 88 mm heavy Flak guns and 30 men under the leadership 
of Untersturmfuehrer Bachler. Th is unit was in existence 
from May to December 1943. Other Flak batteries had 
served with the 1st SS Bde. but seem to no longer be 
in existence when the brigade was transformed into the 
18th SS Division. 

Ustuf. Bachler's Flak "Kampftrupp" had been engaged 
to a considerable extent in ground fighting, taking part 
in battles against partisans In the Rigaer woods and during 
the brigade's relocation movements in the Nevel sector. 
For supply purposes the unit was assigned to 1st SS Bri
gade's SS Panzerjaeger Co. 5 I (Anti-tank) under Ustuf. 
Urbani, but it came under the operational control of 
the brigade's SS Grenadier Regiments 8 and ID. For his 
leadership accomplishments and the achievements of 
the Flak "Kampftrupp," Ustuf. Bachler was awarded 
the German Cross in Gold. 

In the course of December 1943 and January 1944, 
elements of 1st SS Bde. were removed to the Stablack 
Barracks in East Prussia for rest and refitting. As of 
25 January 1944 the brigade units were assigned to serve 
with the newly authorized 18th SS Div. "Horst Wessel" 
and Ustuf. Bachler's small command was used as the 
nucleus of 2nd Battery/SS Flak Abt. 18. However, it 
would be several months before the division got around 
to forming its Flak detachment. Initially, only a proVisional 
detachment was authorized, consisting of two light 2 
cm Flak platoons, which were used primarily for headquar
ters security. 

It was not until May 1944 that the final portions of 
I st SS Bde. reached the far-flung training area of the 
18th SS Div., which stretched from the Zagreb-Cilje 
region of northern Croatia to the German homeland 
of Batschka in southern Hungary. Most of the division's 
recruits came from ethnic-German farming families 
in Batschka along with a number of Romanian ethnic
Germans. The idea of forming the "Horst Wessel" SS 

Stubaf. Julius Rlepe, CO I./SS-pz.Gr.Rgt. 40 and battle
group commander In Division "Horst Wessel." 

Sleeve title. 

Collar patch (never Issued). 

Div. from the ranks of the German S.A. (storm troops) 
never really got off the ground, though the S.A. emblem 
would serve as the divisional ID sign. 

So in the spring of 1944 SS Flak Abt. 18 began forming 
with the following structure: 

Three 88 mm heavy Flak batteries, each with four 
guns and three 2 cm multi-barreled guns. These batteries 
were derived for the most part from the SS Flak Training 
and Replacement Rgt. at the Freimann Barracks in Munich. 

One 3.7 cm medium Flak battery consisting of 12 3.7 
cm guns. 

Rounding out the formation was a staff Flak battery. 
a 2 cm platoon. a supply section and a transporr column 
that suffered a severe shortage of vehicles. 

Each of the batteries was designed to contain ZOO 
men but during the sometimes chaotic period of training 
and formation, this number was frequently exceeded. 
Most of the officers. NCOs and specialists were "Reich" 
Germans with the rank and file being comprised of Hungar
Ian and Romanian ethnic-Germans. 

The detachment's command roster was as follows: 

Hstuf. Dr. Hans Llplnskl. CO 1st Battery/SS-Flak Detach
ment 18. 
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Commander: Stubaf. Dr. Warnlnghoff, replaced by 
Stubaf. Karnitzki in 1945. 

Staff Battery: Ostuf. Wewetzer 
1st Battery: Ostuf. Dr. Hans Lipinski 
Battery Officer: Ustuf. Stroebel 
Gun Commander: Hscha. Schwenke 
2nd Battery: Commander unknown 
3rd Battery:·Ostuf. Rahn 
4th Battery: Hstuf. Limmer 
Light Flak Troop: Oscha. Feigner 
Throughout its existence the detachment would be 

crippled by an insufficient number of gun towing and 
other vehicles. Each battery only had one tractor assigned 
to It which was hardly adequate. Even though the detach
ment would receive all of Its weaponry before the end 
of the year, lack of transport kept it from ever functioning 
as a truly cohesive unit. 

Late in the summer of 1944, the st!l! only partially 
trained SS Flak Abt. 18 was posted to the area northeast 
of Budapest for air defense duties. Along with the rest 
of the "Horst Wessei" Div. it would see piecemeal deploy
ment on an emergency basis throughout Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia. Despite its air defense role the Flak 
detachment was used primarily in ground actions during 
the retrograde fighting in Hungary. 

In December 1944 the SS Flak Abt. 18 gained military 
immortality due to the incredible triumph of its 1st Battery 
over a Soviet tank brigade. Ostuf. Dr. Upinski led the 
battery when it was serving with SS-Kampfgruppe "Riepe" 
along with 1. Bn./SS-Pz. Gr. Rgt. 40 under Stubaf. Riepe 
which had been temporarily subordinated to the 4th SS 
Polizei Division. This battle-group, along with some 
neigh boring Army units, was trying to set up a new defen
sive line at the base of the Matra Mountains by Belahalm 
and Szurdoh-Puspoki when a strong Soviet armored force 
put in an appearance at around dawn on 21 December. 
This was a Red tank brigade that had broken into the 
rear area of the 4th SS Polizei Div. and was now trying 
to form an entrapment. 

The communists had not counted on the presence of 
SS-KGr. "Riepe" and l./SS-Flak Abt. 18 in particuiar. 
Ostuf. Dr. Upinski saw the opportunity for an ambush 
and maneuvered his "88" guns into position accordingly. 
Using an old "Eastern Front" tactic, the SS gunners shot 
up the head and tail of the armored column, trapping 
most of the tanks in-between. They then went to work 
on these with their armor-pierclng weapons. In a matter 
of minutes the Soviet tank brigade had been totally obli
terated and the hulks of 24 smolderlng tanks lay before 
the 1st Battery's guns. This action had the twin effect 
of saving the SS-Pollzel Div. from encirclement and 
Indeed preserving the entire front sector. As a result, 
Dr. Liplnski was promoted to Hauptsturmfuehrer and 
awarded the Knight's Cross and one of the gun corn mand
ers, Unterscharfuehrer Fltzner was decorated with both 
classes of the Iron Cross and mentioned in the Honor 
Roll of the German Army for his deeds which also brought 
him the award of the Honor Roll Clasp. In the course 
of the one-sided battle, 1st Battery lost one "88" gun 
whose crew members were also slightly wounded. There 
were no other German casualties. 

In February 1945, the "HW" Flak detachment was forced 
to dissolve two of its heavy batteries and transfer them 
to SS Flak Abt. 4 of the SS-Polizei Dlv., which had the 
personnel and transportation but needed the weaponry. 
The members of the dissolved batteries were then conver
ted into infantrymen. After this there was only one "88" 
battery left in SS-Flak Abt. 18. In March the remainder 
of the detachment was trapped with most of the rest 
of the 18th SS Div. in an encirclement around Neustadt, 
Upper Silesia. A successful breakout was made but SS-Flak 

18. SS-Frw-pz-Gr Div HORST WESSEL (HW) ID signs: 
The SA (Sturmabteilung) sign was planned as a unit emblem 
but was never utlllzed. Instead the sword emblem of 
the I. SS Inf. Bde. was carried over when the Brigade 
was expanded into tbe Division. The sword's pommel 
differed from tbat employed as a sign by tbe SS Kav. 
Brigade. Altbough "HW" was supposed to bave been an 
SS Dlv. for SA (Sturmabtellungsmanner) men, there was 
little evidence to show that it ever became one. The 
planned SA signs were never apparently utilized. and 
a substantial percentage of the personnel were Hungarian 
ethnic Germans. 

Abt. 18 lost most of its equipment and much of its man
power in the process. 

Since the survivors no longer had any Flak guns left, 
they were put to use constructing field fortifications 
in the Altvater Mountains around Hirschberg in early 
April 1945. A short time later the detachment was dis
solved altogether and the troops were used as replacements 
for SS Grenadier Regiments 39 and 40. Most would even
tually end up in Soviet captivity following the "HW" 
Division's second entrapment near Hlrschberg in the 
last days of the war. 

In the course of its existence, SS-Flak Abt. 18 accounted 
for 26 tanks destroyed and 15 aircraft brought down, 
with 1st Battery being Its most successful element by 
far. The two grenadier regiments in the 18th SS Div. 
also had Flak companies, but little is known about their 
hi5tory. The following is a list of the Flak contingents 
In the "Horst Wessel" Dlv. with their Field Post numbers: 

SS-Flak Abteilung 18 [07579 A-E] 
14th Co./SS-Gr. Rgt. 39 [21 135] 
Commanders: Hstuf. Reutzel, Ustuf. Malkemus, Ustuf. 

Kaemper 
14th Co./SS-Gr. Rgt. 40 [39840] 
Commanders: Hstuf. Brock (MIA), Ustuf. Hebach § 
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SS FLAK DETACHMENT ~~LANGEMARCK" 

The Flak Detachment for the Flemish volunteer 27th 
SS Div. "Langemarck" existed only in the form of one 
mixed company of light and medium Flak (air defense 
cannons). It was based upon the 8th Light Flak (2 cm) 
Co. of 6th SS Sturmbrigade "Langemarck," which had 
fought in Ukraine early in 1944 and then had been reformed 
in Munich before being sent to rejoin the brigade at Kno
witz near Prague in August 1944. 

At the beginning of the formation of the "Langemarck" 
Div. in late September/early October 1944, the Fiemish 
2 cm Flak Co. was sent to the Lueneburger Heath in 
Northern Germany where It was stationed in the village 
of Nindorf. The 9th Heavy Flak (88 mm) Co. of the Sturm
brigade was now being used as the nucleus for SS Art.Rgt. 
27, so it was not available to combine with the Light 
Flak Co. into a normal Flak Abteilung (Detachment). 

The "Langemarck" Flak Co./Detachment was equipped 
with new self-propelled, multi-barrelled Flak guns and 
some 3.7 cm Flak guns that had belonged to the German 
Navy. During the Ardennes Offensive in December 1944, 
the company was dispatched to the twin towns of Nieder 
and Ober Bolhelm, where It was kept in ready reserve. 
On 4 February 1945 it began a journey by rail to Bohemia
Moravia when it was redirected enroute to join the 
three-battalion SS Kampfgruppe "Langemarck" in Pom
erania. The Flak Co. was subsequently deployed in ground 
fighting against both infantry and tanks around Zachan 
and Stargard and in the Altdamm Bridgehead at Stettin. 

In April 1945 the company took up positions around 
Mescherin on the Oder River Front that had been pre
viously prepared by the Volkssturm. At this time the 
company commander roster looked like this: 

Commander: Ustuf. Beirnaert then Ustuf. Dillinger 
1st Platoon (2 cm): Oscha. Kraf 
2nd Platoon (2 cm): Oscha. Tyncke 
3rd Platoon 0.7 cm): Oscha. Weber, replaced by 

Uscha. Jan Bosselaers 
Weaponry: Four pieces of 2 cm Flak (self-propelled) 

in each of the first two platoons; four pieces of 3.7 cm 

The Flemish Unterscharruehrer Jan Bosselaers at the 
Munich-Freimann Barracks on 11 July 191j1j (where "Lange
marck" Brigade Flak troops were stationed during unit 
reformation). Uscha. Bosselaers was the last commander 
of 3rd Platoon (3.7 cm Flak) or the "Langemarck" Div. 
Flak Detachment. 

Flak (tractor pulled) in the third platoon. 
After the Soviets shattered the Oder Front on 19/20 

April 1945. the Flak Co. joined most of the rest of the 
4,100 man "Langemarck" contingent on the Oder in a 
retreat down the Stettin-Prenzlau-Neusterlitz Autobahn, 
which was also choked with civilian refugees. The unit 
lost most of its heavy equipment during the withdrawal. 

SS Flak Oet. "l.angemarck" went into position for 
the last time near the Schweriner Bridge at Schwerin, 
at the Allied-Soviet demarcation line on the Elbe River, 
on or about I May 1945. The unit crossed the bridge 
and surrendered to the Americans at 1500 hours on 2 
May 1945. 

Reference 
Vlaanderen l.!!. Uniform, Vol. 7 by Jan Vincx. § 

Warren-SS 3.7 cm Flak crew. 
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THE SS-POSTSCHUTZ [POSTAL GUARD) 
The SS-Postschutz was a formation of distinctly confused 
character. part of and yet separate from the Allgemeine 
and Waffen-SS. Its Indistinct status can be blamed to 
a large extent on bureaucratic and political infighting 
and the strong wills of Dr.Ing. Ohnesorge. the Minister 
of Posts and SS-Ogruf. Gottlob Berger, head of the SS 
Main Personnel Office. 

In 1933, the new National Socialist German government 
appointed Dr. Ohnesorge as Minister of Posts (Reichspost
minister). Ohnesorge had served as a communications 
advisor to Gen. Ludendorff In WWI, and was quite an 
Inventor and innovator, holding no fewer than 42 patents 
for devices of his own creation. One of his first acts 
upon assuming office was the creation of a voluntary 
"Postschutzes" (Postal Guard), to guarantee the security 
of the mail along with telegram, telephone and radio 
communications, all of which came under Ohnesorge's 
charge. Previously functions of this nature had been 
carried out In part by the German Railway Service. 

Postal Guard members were recruited from among 
Army veterans who had joined the Postal Service. To 
handle the military functions of the Guard, some 15 
major "protective districts" were set up throughout Ger
many, each jointly run by a postal official and a protective 
police (Schutzpolizej) Major. Once this arrangement 
was in place, Ohnesorge used members of the Guard 
to help him set up a pet project: a special research bureau 
in Prague. This bureau was effectively a laboratory where 
Dr. Ohnesorge carried out his own experiments in listening 
devices, laser-like light beams, and methods for photo
graphing objects through obstructions like clouds. 

Commencing in the autumn of 1935, the Postal Guard 
developed a working relationship with the Wehrmacht 
(Reichswehr) and as of 13 March 1936. was structured 
firmly on military lines and regulations. Adolf Hitler 
was personally unaware of Ohnesorge's Postal Guard 
for some time, and when he finally did learn about It 
he was mildly amused, stating: "Everyone has to have 
their own uniform, everyone has to have their own Army!" 
Actually, to heip train and equip his private army, Ohne
sorge had quietly secured three obsolete paramilitary 
training schools that had been abandoned when the 100,000 
German Army once again began to expand, and he had 
managed to covertly bulld up first-class sources of supplies 
and equipment for his men. 

At the outbreak of WWII, the Army High Command 
(OK W) banned the wearing of all field-gray uniforms 
by all "non-combatants," Including the Postal and Railroad 
Guards. The only way to get around this directive was 
to subordinate the outfit directly to the Army, which 
indeed happened with the Railroad Guard. Doctor Ohne
sorge. however. did not want this intrusion into his own 
domain, and he resisted this approach and began looking 
around for support elsewhere. He quickly found out that 
various police agencies were most eager to take over 
the Postal Guard. but this posed an ethical problem, 
since subordination of the Guard to a police agency would 
compromise the privacy of mails and communications. 
For this reason Ohnesorge opposed the police takeover 
efforts and he was supported in this by Adoif Hitler. 
Who now owed a special debt to him. With the help of 
his research facilities and Postal Guard. Ohnesorge had 
developed a special listening post in Holland which was 
able to eavesdrop on all of the secret Transatlantic tele
phone conversations between Churchill and Roosevelt, 
the texts of which all reached the Fuehrer within 24 

hours via a special Postal Guard courier. 
In any event. Dr. Ohnesorge was able to keep the Postal 

Guard functioning as an independent military force. In 
1940 he linked the Guard to the Waffen-SS for support 
and administrative purposes. while maintaining full control 
over It. This eliminated the threat of Army or Police 
takeover. But by 1942. with the war In full swing. it 
was clear that the Postal Guard had become a "combative 
force." While protecting mail busses in frontier areas 
or occupied territories (South Stelermark, Croatia, South 
East Prussia, Poland). Guardsmen had Increasingly come 
under terrorist attack with resultant high casualties. 
It WaS clear that the military role of the Postal Guard 
had to be expanded, and among other things. Dr. Ohnesorge 
wanted Guardsmen to arm and train all postal employees. 
who voluntarily sought such assistance, so that they 
would not be vulnerable targets. 

In order to assume Its increased duties, the Guard 
had to to reorganized and needed to obtain additional 
armaments and support services. To achieve this it had 
to become a part of the SS organization proper, and 
Dr. Ohnesorge gave Increased jurisdiction over it to 
Ogruf. Berger at the SS Main Office. In return for more 
control of the Guard, Berger saw to it that new carbines. 
machine-pistols. automatic weapons and machine guns 
were distributed to Guard troops as needed. The Guard 
also adopted Waffen-SS uniforms and Its title was officially 
changed to SS-Postschutz. 

For all that, the exact status of the organization re
mained unclear. Doctor Ohnesorge was still the overall 
commander, and most of the Guard members never joined 
any branch of the SS, although quite a few of them were 
members of the Allgemelne or General SS. To further 
complicate matters, two sub-units of the Postal Guard 
were, however, considered official formations of the 
Waffen-SS on the grounds that they were entirely composed 
of Postal Guardsmen who had volunteered for duty with 
the Waffen-SS. These units were: 

I. "Fronthilfe Deutsche Reichspost" SS-Kraftfahr-
staffel (SS Motor Vehicle Staff). 

2. "SS-Slcherungs-Batalllon Deutsches Reichspost" 
(a security battalion with four companies). 

SS-Ogruf. Gottlob Berger. 
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SS-Postschutz [Postal Guard) on parade before the Reich 
Postminister Wilhelm Ohnesorge. 

The "Fronthllfe Deutsche Reichspost" consisted of 
Postal Service volunteers who conveyed replacement 
soldiers and wounded ones to and from the frontllnes 
In postal vehicles, and the Postal Service volunteers 
who were also members of the Waffen-SS served In their 
own special unit. 

On 14 February 1945, Relchsfuehrer-SS Hlmmler certi
fied that only members of the above two mentioned 
sub-units of the Postal Guard came under SS and Police 
jurisdiction, however, the Postal Guard was considered 
a "Police Auxiliary for Special Purposes," and disciplinary 

Reich Postminister Ohnesorge with Ogruf. Berger at 
the ceremony marking the transfer of the Postal Guard 
to the Warren-SS. 

cases could be handled by the SS and Police, although 
In actuality few, If any, ever were. Towards the end 
of the war Postal Guard members were simply Incorporated 
Into local Yolkssturm (Home Guard) units. 

It should be noted that on at least one occasion, SS
Ogruf. Berger used his nominal control of the Postal 
Guard to benefit one of his longtime friends and comrades, 
Staf. Dr. Oskar Dlrlewanger. When Dlrlewanger's SS 
Penal Rgt. was being reformed In 1944, Berger saw to 
It that radio communications specialists from the Postal 
Guard were transferred Into It to form a signals unit. 
Given the poor reputation of Dlrlewanger's Regiment 
It was probably not an assignment that they relished! § 

The predecessor to the SS "Wallonien" Assault Brigade 
and Division. the Legion "Wallonie." was trained and 
formed at the Meseri tz Training Camp from August 
to October 1 941. It was based upon a contingent of 860 
Belgian volunteers about 95% of whom were members 
of Leon Degrelle's Rexist Movement. The Legion was 
designated the Army Infantry Battalion 373. The first 
Legion commander (until December 1941 J. was Georges 
Jacobs. who was succeeded by Pierre Pauly. Due to German 
concern over a "lack of discipline" in the Legion. Pauly 
was in turn replaced by the former Belgian Army chief-of
staff. Lt.Col. Lucien Lippert. who would remain the 
permanent commander. 

- § -

31st SS Volunteer Division -Batschka-
Artillery Detachment Commanders with SS-AR 31: 

I.lSS-AR 31: Hstuf. Mailhammer 
IV.lSS-AR 31: Hstuf. Dotteweich 
?/SS-AR 31: Hstuf. Maas [Detachment CO in early 

I 945 but exact uni t unknown. J 
All of these officers came from the 4th SS-Polizei 

Division. 
- § -

SS-Sturmbannfuehrer Friedrich Troeger. a battalion 
commander in SS-Pz. Gr. Rgt. 49 "De Ruyter"/23rd SS 
Div. "Nederland." died on 8 May 1 980. age unknown. 

- § -

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



Latvian Legion by /\rthur Silguilis; It. ,lames Ilender 
Publishing; 1~8(i; 2,,£) puges; heavily illustrated with 
photos cv maps. 

This is perhaps the most impol·tant book that R. Jumes 
Bender tlHs yet published, constituting the complete 
history of the twin LHt vian SS Divisions (J 5th and 19th) 
and Vl. SS Corps in considerable detail by one who was 
closely involved with these formations from beginning 
to cnd. It is told from a Latvian perspective but it is 
still likely to be the best book ever to appear on the 
subject. I have nothing but the highest regard for the 
highly capable performances and sacl'ifices of the Latvinn 
IV-SS units, particularly the 19th Division, and this volume 
offers a worthy tribute to them all. 

Arthur Silgailis, now in his nineties, was a WHffen
Oberfuehrer and chief-of-staff of the LHtviHn Legion, 
as well as serving at times as a combat commander and 
second-in-command in the Latvian divisions. lie has 
to rank alongside Leon Degrelle as one of the most im
portant non-German surviving members of the Waffen-SS. 
His book is Hn absolute necessity for anyone interested 
in the European volunteers of the Waffen-SS. The photos 
are fantastic, most never before seen, including some 
of the epic 3rd Battle for Kurland (or Kurzeme). The 
maps arc clear and concise and the whole package is 
a quality job through and through. Particularly memorable 
to me is Silgailis' account of his meeting with the Reichs
fuehrer-SS which is worth the price of the book alone. 
Il is a major view of the continuing rc-evaluation of 
the RF-SS Hnd offers very importHnt new perspectives! 
Get this at all costs! Now available directly from SIEG
RUNEN at $21.95 plus $1.00 postage. 

New Memoir Details V.S. War Crime At Dachau 

by Mark Weber 

For mllny Americans, few German names are as infamous 
as [)achau, the site of the concentration camp in Bavaria 
captured by U.S. soldiers just a few dHYs befol'e the end 
of the war in Europe. But not many A mericans know 
that probably the worst single mass killing at the cHmp 
WHS carried out not by Germans, but by Gls who murdered 
more than 500 Germans who had peacefully sUI'l'endered 
there, 

Although the basic fHcts of this little-known Htrocity 
hH ve been documented in a few rHther obscure works 
published since the wHr, until recently no detHiled Hccount 
hHs been HVllilHble, That gap has now been filled with 
the publicHtion of Dachau: The lIour of ~ Avengcr, 
written by Hn American officer who witnesscd the 
slaughter, 

I10ward A, fluechner was H First Lieutenant with the 
3rd BHttalion, 157th Infantl'y Hegiment, of the 45th (Thun
derbircl) Division when members of his unit took control 
of J)Hchau on 29 April 1945, Buechner, a holder of the 
Bronze Star and other medals, was the first American 
physician to enter the camp, In his memoil', Illlerhner 
carefully establishes that 520 of the 50D cHptured Gerrn/ln 
camp personnel were murdered shortly /lfter the American 
tHkeover, 

About 100 were shot down wherever they wel'e found 
sCHttered HI'ound the camp, The Gls permitted inmates 
to brutlllly kill another 40 (;erman prisoners with shovels, 

WAFFEN-\\ BOOKS 

clubs and guns, Illlt IlIOSt of t1lf! (;cl'lTlanS who slll'l'endprpd, 
35f! in all, were lined up IIgHinst walls and lTlachinc--gunnpd 
by /\mel'icHn soldiPI's. lIigh-l'llllking U.S. Al'my offi('prs 
later tried to destroy IlII evidence of the Iltrocity, Thp 
man most I'csponsihle for till' mass murder WIlS First 
Lielltenllnt Jllck Bushyhl'lId, a native of Oklaholllll who 
died in 1977. Ironicnlly, most of the eel'mans who wpr(' 
killed at Dachllu wCl'e hllstily assembled rpplllcPlllPnts 
for the gutll'ds who hlld alrl'ady fled the cllmp, 

Althoup,'h many Americans will undoubtedly wish that 
this eye-opening work had nev£'I' been written, Ill'. Hucch
ner desCI"ves the grHtitu<ie nnd thanks of all thosp with 
H regllrd for historical truth, no matter how unplensnnt. 

A minor criticism: A few errors have unfol'tunHtely 
found their way into this hook. For exnmp!e, the author 
uncritically accepts the now discredited story thHt inmates 
were gassed at DachHu, 

Dachau: The lIour of _the Avenger contains 
illustrations, including several IInHvoidllbly 
photos of murdered German prisoners, This 
book is available (postpaid) in pHperhack for 

numerous 
gruesome 
160-page 
$1:1 and 

hardbHck for $16 fl'om: Thunderhird Press, 300 Cuddihy 
Dr., Metairie LA 70005, § 

WAFFEN-SG BOOKS 

For all subscribers of SIEGRUNEN magazine: $2.00 orf the 
purchase price of each book. plus three military magazines 
for FREEI Postage charge: Add 53.00 when orders total less 
than $'15.00. Postage FREE on all orders of $45.00 or morel 
ALL ARE HARDCOVER BOOKSI 

OVERSIZE PHOTO HISTORIES IN BOTH ENGLISH AND GERMI\N 
713. "Europaische Freiwillige Im Bild" 311} pages. 511 rare 

illustrations of foreign legionsl New. $33,00 
703. "Gebirgsjaeger Irn £lild" Mountain troops of the SS in 19B 

pages and 350 illustrAtions. 531.00 
711, "Pioneer Der Waffen-SS Im Bild" SS Engineers in 2'12 

pages and 478 illustrations, $32.00 
722. "Die Wafren-SS, Ein l3ilddokumentation" A CLASSIC photo-

history of SS. 240 pages. 500 ills. $25.00 
493. "Oivisionen Oer Warren-SS Irn Bild" New photO-history 

of SS divisions: 200 pages. '100+ ills. 524.00 

TEXT [300KS IN GERMI\N. MAJOR Wl\rrEN-SS INFORMI\TION: 
705. "Kriegsqcschichte Oer 12.SS-Panzer-Division" The -Hitler 

Jugend" in TWU volumes with 012 pages. 20 full-color (, 
7 BC W maps. 25'1 ills. $51.00 

Q60. "Des I\uge [Jer Division" Reeon battalion of fl.SS.Oiv. 
358 pages. 1I maps. 63 ills .. 8 dcmnts. $21.00 

705. "Drama Zwischen Budapest Und Wien" The last dAYS of 
the I. 2. 3. 5. 9. 12 r .. 37 SS Di vs. in Hungary and I\ustria. 
635 pages. 15 full-calor maps. 14 maps. with numerous ills. 
(~ 12n documents! $53.00 

475. "Die 3.Kornpanie" 3rd Co. of 12.SS-Panzer Regiment. 
54 ills .. ep-maps. 152 paqes. II maps. $1 'l.00 

1102. "Die /\rmee Oer Geachteten" The "outlawed" army (the 
Warren-SS). ]52 pages. SS Df£l. 2 maps. ill. $25.00 

My 1905-87 Winter Catalogue is FREE with all orders I Please 
send $1.75 for my latest catalogue. Mail to: 

Munoz Books 
P.D. £lox 70flB 

Flushing NY 11352 
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I./SS-REGIMENT "GERMANIA" 
ATSSREDNY 

On 18 July 1943, I.Bn./SS-Rgt. "Germania" from the 
5th SS Div. "Wiking," spearheaded a desperate counter
attack near the village of Ssredny, some 50 km to the 
east of Kharkov. The SS column, supported by tanks 
and assault guns, was ambushed by strong Soviet forces 
with well emplaced anti-tank guns and artillery. The 
advance then bogged down and the Reds made their own 
counterattack. A tremendously violent battle then ensued. 
l./"Cermania," which had just been re-equipped and brought 
up to full strength, and the remainder of the 700-man 
task force, was ground down in a grueling struggle of 
attrition. By evening all but 150 of its men had become 
casualties and the battalion commander, Stubaf. Hans 
Dorr, was among the wounded. 

On the next day, I./"Germania," now under Hstuf. Iden 
and 1st Co./SS-Pz.Rgt.S under Ilstuf. Wolfram Schneider, 
faced a dawn attack by Soviet troops advancing with 
ten tanks from the direction of Ssredny. Concealed by 
the morning fog, the Waffen-SS tanks held their fire 

~7'".,~. 

~:~". ' ...... 
~:,:~ . 

.::..::.-~~ 

until the last possible minute. When the enemy armor 
broke into clear view the battle opened up, somewhat 
to the surprise of the Soviets. When the first Red tanks 
burst into flames the others began pulling back towards 
the village. The I./SS-Pz.Rgt.S began the pursuit with 
the grenadiers of I./"Germania" advancing under the 
protection of the tanks. Within minutes seven of the 
enemy tanks were destroyed and the SS men raced into 
Ssredny, seizing it In a brief hand-ta-hand struggle with 
the foe. 

The reconquest of the town was the first victory in 
the effort to contain the Soviet bridgehead that had 
been flung up across the Donez River, but it had been 
bought at the cost of nearly an entire battalion of valiant 
European volunteers. Worse yet another 100 Soviet tan ks 
began to assemble to the east of Ssredny in the afternoon 
of 19 July, and they would give the "Wiking" [)ivision 
many rough days in the hard fighting that lay ahead. § 

Testing of the first VW Schwimmwagens to be received 
by the SS "Totenkopf" Division. Never before published. 

• • • 
The Ukrainian volunteer Dmytro Kultschynsky. who was 
born in Kolomea. Galicia (Western Ukraine) in 1923 was 
attached to an SS student company in Giessen/Lahn in 
1944 before being sent on to the Neuhammer training 
camp. On 17 September 1 944 he was assigned to the 
15th SS Pz.Gr.Div. "Reichsfuehrer-SS" in Italy. being 
sent to the SS Pz.Gr.Rgt. 35 of that division on 20 October. 
He was last reported in Prague on 2 January 1945. possibly 
as a member of the Ukrainian officer's training class 
at the SS Panzergrenadier School "Kienschlag." 

First consignment of VW-Schwimmwagens to the "Toten
kopf" Division. 
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WAFFEN-SS BRIGADEFUEHRER 
A PROFILE 

t'here were 52 Waffen-SS Brlgadefuehrer, the oldest 
of whom was Frledrich Tscharmann (an SS HQ staff of
ficer), who was born in 1871 In Saxony, while the youngest 
was Wilhelm Mohnke (commander of the 1st SS Division 
"LAH" in late 1944, early 1945), who was born In Lubeck 
In 191 I. Twenty-three of the Brlgfhr. were born in the 

ecade from IR90 to 1900, while another 20 were born 
In the years from 1901 to 1911. Thirty, including two 
born in Alsace-Lorraine, were of Prussian descent, while 
six came from Bavaria, four from Saxony, three from 
old Austro-Hungary, three from Hamburg, two each 
from lIesse and Baden, and one from Wuerttemburg along 
with one Dane. 

Eighteen of the 52 Brlgfhr. retained their religious 
affil iations, of whom 13 were Evangelical Lutherans. 
One of the Brlgfhr. came from the upper class (C;ustav 
Lombard, whose father was a nobleman). while another 
12 were derived from the upper middle class, and 19 
others had middle class backgrounds. Thirteen Brtgfhr. 
had lower middle class origins, while the remaining SS 
Major Generals came from farming, laboring or lower 
class families. Among the latter were Theodor Wisch 
(1st SS), Kurt Mayer (12th SS), and Sylvester Stadler 
(9th SS). The upper middle class Brigfhr. Included Peter 
Hansen (29th SS), Gottfried Klingemann (2nd SS Bde.), 
Gustav Krukenberg (33rd and 1I th SS), Heinz Lammerdlng 
(2nd and 38th SS), Ritter von Oberkamp (7th SS), Juergen 
"'1gner (23rd SS) and Joachtm Ziegler (J I th SS). 

Twelve of the SS-Brigfhr. had higher academic learning, 
while another 21 had some degree of higher education. 
Thirteen others had graduated from cadet or trade schools. 
Only five of the Brlgfhr. were considered poorly educated. 
Four of the SS Major Generals (von Dufais, Krysslng, 
Vahl, and Zlegler) had been career Army officers all 

their adult lives. Five others (Freltag, Kraemer, Nebllch, 
:'chmedes and Voss), were career A rmy officers who 
went into the German Police when the Relchswehr was 
curtailed In size by the notorious Treaty of Versailles. 
Gustav Krukenberg started off as a career Army officer 
and became a government functionary. 

Eleven SS-Brlgfhr. were career Army officers up to 
the 1918-20 era, when Army cutbacks began. They sub
sequently followed business or agricultural pursuits, 
mostly with good success. Seven of the Brlgfhr. became 
medical doctors, wh lie another eight of them were sales
men. Two (Augsberger and Lammerdlng), were architects; 
one (Otto Kumm), was a typesetter, and one (Sylvester 
Stadler), was an electrician. Another Brlgfhr. (Lombard), 
had worked for an A merican automobile firm, both in 
the U.S. and abroad, while another (Gaertnerl, was a 

lijll'l 

low-level government bureaucrat. Five of the SS-Brlgfhr. 
had begun their careers as NCOs: Helmuth Becker, Wilhelm 
Kellhaus, Kurt Meyer (Police), August Schmidhuber and 
August Zehender. One Brlgfhr., Joachtm Rumohr, was 
a farmer before becoming an SS officer. 

Rumohr also held the lowest SS number In the group, 
this being Nr. 1,280, while the highest SS number went 
to Joachlm Zlegler at Nr. 491,403. Fifteen of the SS
Brlgfhr. had SS numbers below 100,000; ten were In 
the 100-200,000 range and 26 were above 200,000. The 
numbers, of course, Indicated seniority or lack of It In 
the SS organization. Brlgfhr. Kryssing, a Danish citizen, 
had no SS number. The lowest N.S. Party number belonged 
to Gaertner at 35,359, with the highest going to von 
Dufals, who held 5,276,395. Twenty SS-Brigfhr. had party 
numbers in excess of 1,000,000, while eight (Hampel, 
Harmel, Kryssing, Stadler, Tscharmann, Vahl, Zehender 
and Ziegler), were not party mem bers at all. 

Five SS-Brigfhr., Helnz Harmel (lOth SS), Otto Kumm 
(7th and 1st SS), Kurt Meyer (12th SS), Sylvester Stadler 
(9th SS), and Theodor W!sch (I st SS), were decorated 
with the Knight's Cross, Swords and Oakleaves during 
the war. Another five, Joachlm Rumohr (8th SS), Juergen 
Wagner (23rd SS), Frltz Wltt (12th SS), August Zehender 
(22nd SS), and Joachlm Zlegler (I 1 th SS), received the 
KC with Oakleaves. Eight others were decorated only 
with the KC (no mean feat In Itself!): Pranz Ausberger 
(20th SS), Helmuth Becker (3rd SS), Frltz Freltag (14th 
SS), Desiderlus Hampel (13th SS), Frtiz Kraemer (I.SS 
Pz.Corps), Helnz Lammerding (2nd SS), Gustav Lombard 
(Jlst SS) and Herbert Ernst Vahl (4th SS). 

Pour of the Brigfhr. took their own lives: Freltag, 
Neblich, Schwedler and Rumohr; the latter only after 
having been badly wounded during the Budapest Breakout 
attempt, and even then he was not fully successful, since 
he did not die until a day later. Five Brigfhr. were killed
in-action: Augsberger, Ernst Fick (In the Battle of Berlin), 
Wltt, Zehender and Zlegler. Two more were executed! 
murdered in enemy captivity: Becker in the Soviet Union 
and Bernhard Voss (commander of the SS Troop Training 
Grounds at Beneschau near Prague), In Czechoslovakia. 
Three others, all exceptionally fine soldiers and human 
beings, were sent to Tlto's executioners by the Americans 
and British. They were then tortured and murdered, all 
without the slightest "legal" Justification. They were: 
Juergen Wagner ("Nederland" Div.), Rltter von Oberkamp 
(7th SS "Prinz Eugen" Dlv.) and August Schmidhuber 
(7th SS Dlv. and 21st Albanian SS Div. "Skanderbeg"). 
Their blood remains a permanent stain on the hands of 
the so-called" Allies"! § 
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SS-NCO SCHOOL RADOLFZELL 
The SS NCO School at Radolfzell was established on 
the site of the newly constructed peace-time barracks 
for 1lI.Bn./SS-Rgt. "Germania" on the shores of Lake 
Constance (Bodensee). A preliminary survey of the facili
ties had been made in Decem ber 1940 and on 15 Pebruary 
1941 the Reichsfuehrer-SS ordered the school Into exis
tence, starting out with four NCO training companies 
that were later expanded into six. 

In Decem ber 1944, much of the school was formed 
into a regimental battle-group, alternately known as 
SS-Rgt. Braun, SS-KGr. Braun and/or SS-Rgr. "Radolfzell." 
It fought In the Alsace region in January 1945 and took 
heavy losses in the Vogesen and at the Col mar bridgehead. 
The survivors later rejoined the school. In April, the 
last NCO training course was completed and the graduates 
were formed into an assault company and sent to the 
front. The school staff and support elements began an 
evacuation to the Austrian Tyrol, where the school was 
officiaily dissolved on 4 May 1945. 

last SS-NCO School Rado)(zell Kampfgruppe 

On 12 April 1945 the final NCO training course was con
cluded at SS-NCO School Radolfzeli. The graduates re
mained at the facility pending assignments to W-SS combat 
units, however, the chaotic battlefield situation made 

· . . 
In March/April 1945. the SS Pz.Bde. "WestFalen" was 
Formed From elements of the Following units: The SS 
Pz. Training and Replacement Rgt .. SS Pz. Recce Training 
Detachments I and 2. the SS Pz. Maintenance Training 
and Replacement Det. and an SS NCO Training Company. 
The Brigade itself consisted of two main battle-groups: 
SS-KampFgruppe "Holzer" and SS-KampFgruppe "Fruehauf." 
"WestFalen" Fought on the Western Front and was ini tially 
deployed in the Remagen area. Many of its soldiers were 
captured and massacred in captivity by American troops. 
but no Formal investigation or punishment for such crimes 

was ever implemented. · . . 
The Icelandic volunteer Odiussen ("Egidir") Grettir. born 
7 May 1910. was a student in Germany when the war 
broke out. In 1939/40 he joined the WaFFen-SS and subse
quently served either with the "Wiking" or "Nord" Divi
sions. He was last seen alive in Soviet captivity at the 
end of the war. · . . 
The 11. Bn.lSS-pz.Gr. 39118. SS-PZ.Gr .Div. "Horst Wessel" 

partial command roster: 
S5-HstuF. Rahn (Bn. CO?) 
S5-0stuF. Guenter Ludwig (Company CO) 
S!=,-Hscha. Fritz R09ge (Platoon leader or Sgt. Major) 
SS-Hscha. August Voppel (Platoon leader or Sgt. Major) · . . 

SS-Standartenoberjunker Werner Lundberg came From 
the 1st Inspection/4th OFFicer'S Class of the SS-Junker
schule Kienschlag to the SS Rgt. "Konopaki" of the 55-
KampFgruppe Div. "Bohemia-Moravia" where he com
manded a heavy machine gun squad in the 12th Company. 
BeFore becoming missing-in-action he was last seen in 
a discussion with his C.O. about a relocation move in 
the Nicholsburg/Thaya (Austria) Bridgehead. 

this Impossible. As a result the NCO candidates were 
formed Into an assault company with the following con

figuration: 

Four platoons of four squads each with one NCO and 
seven men per squad 

Two squads of riflemen per platoon 
Two platoons had heavy machine gun squads while 

the other two platoons had two light mortar squads 
Everyone in the company was trained in the use of 

the machine guns and mortars. 

On 20 April 1945 the Assault Company Radolfzell 
was placed on alert and issued with live ammunition. 
First combat action with American forces took place 
on 21 April and resulted In heavy losses to the company. 
By 24 April, after several more violent engagements 
the company had been reduced to 30 men. This tiny force 
was then overrun and dispersed hy an enemy spearhead. 
As of I May 1945, Assault Compnny Radolfzell had one 
officer and six grenadiers left and they surrendered to 
the French near Lake Constance on this date. The survivors 
were advised by Army members to dispose of their SS 
collar patches, but they refused to do so, although other 
papers (Soldbuch) were destroyed. § 

Unidentified Knights Cross holder. 

On 24 July 1945. the 1 B-year-old WaFFen-SS volunteer 
Waiter Kemker and Five of his comrades were tied to 
posts and executed by French soldiers at the POW camp 
in Siershahn in the Westerwald. Their "crimes." if any. 
were unspeciFied. but what is known is that the "Allies" 
were notoriously quick on the trigger with WaFren-SS 

captives. 
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6TH BATTERY 
SS-ARTILLERY REGIMENTS 4 
("POLIZEI" DIVISION) AND 

38 r'NIBELUNGEN") 
1945 

When the 4th SS Polizei-Pz.Gren.Div. was ordered to 
relocate from Slovakia to Pomerania in late January 
1945, SS-AR 4 was reorganized. Its three surviving detach
ments (two light and one heavy) were reformed into 
three light detachments each with two batteries of six 
guns each. Two leftover batteries from III.Abtellung 
(5th and 6th) were to be used as the nucleus of a new 
IV. (Heavy) Abteilung. These two batteries were sent 
to a training grounds in Landshut, Moravia to the north 
of Ludenburg (which was about 100 km north of Bratislava, 
Slovakia), at the end of January 1945. The new proposed 
detachment had the following command alignment: 

Commander: Hstuf. Wode 
Adjutant: Ustuf. Gehm 
5th Battery: Ostuf. Schwarz (ex-LSSAH) 
6th Battery: Ustuf. Behnke 

Over the next several weeks the batteries were over
hauled and re-equipped with six light field howitzers 
(Model 18/42) per each, along with tracked vehicles to 
haul them. In early April 1945. the batteries were ordered 
to proceed to Southern Germany In two separate troop 
trains to join the newly constituted 38th SS Pz.Gr.Dlv. 
"Nibelungen." Delays were numerous due to a lack of 
adequate transport and the depradatlons of Czech parti
sans. who among other things. sabotaged the railroad 
lines. 

On 17 April, the detachment was in Pilsen where it 
survived a fierce enemy fighter attack without loss. How
ever. at the next stop further down the line another 
fighter attack caused some casualties. including the 
wounding of Hstuf. Wode (who managed to stay with 
his troops. however). At Furth. 5th Battery began to 
disembark only to be caught up in yet another enemy 
air attack. losing all of Its weapons and equipment in 
the process. The 6th Battery was lucky and escaped de
struct Ion since It had been holed up in a railroad tunnel. 
On the next day it was just able to disembark and reach 
the cover of a forest before the railroad stat Ion was 
obliterated by enemy fighter-bombers. 

The 6th Battery was then able to successfully join 
SS-AR 38 of the "Nibelungen" Division, which at that 
time was being led by SS-Gruppenfuehrer Heinz Lammer
dingo SS-AR 38 had been constructed from an SS Artillery 
Training Regiment at the Beneschau Training Grounds 
near Prague. Its commander was Ostubaf. Hornung. The 
6th Battery first went into action with "Nibelungen" near 
Ingolstadt on the grounds of an Army engineer water
crossing training camp located on the south bank of the 
Danube River. It spent two days in active firing pOSitions 

38.SS-Pz.Gren.Div. "Nibelungen" 

here before being forced to withdraw with the rest of 
the division. 

As SS-AR 38 pulled out. an airbase directly behind 
It was destroyed by Allied carpet bombing. A fighting 
retreat was conducted through Landshut (Bavaria) and 
Wasserburg to the east of Munich. At this point, SS-AR 
38 was severely mauied by overwhelming American forces. 
The 6th Battery was reduced to two guns. both of which 
were deployed against a U.S. armored spearhead near 
Reichenhall in early May over the strenuous objections 
of the local townspeople. who wanted to avert the destruc
tion of their community. This undertaking proved to 
be the last combat action by the battery which then 
continued on with "Nlbelungen" through Zell-am-See 
to Llezen in the designated "Alpine Redoubt." 

On 6 May 1945, a "truce" was In effect and "Nlbelungen" 
troops made friendly contact with Gls from the 6th U.S. 
Army. during which encounters cigarettes and other 
small items were exchanged. Soon afterwards the retreat 
to the east continued in the vain hope that if the division 
stayed intact long enough It would be asked to join the 
Americans in fighting off the Soviets' 

May 7th saw the remnants of SS-A R 38 regroup in 
Bruck an der Mur. where they were placed at the disposal 
of an unspecified Army Corps for possible future deploy
ment. On 8 May radio news of the capitulation reached 
the "Nibelungen" Division and SS-A R 38 went to work 
destroying Its field pieces with Panzerfausts. The wrecked 
guns were then pushed into the Enns River. Following 
this conclusive act. the 38th SS artillery troops were 
trucked to Zell-am-See, where they surrendered to the 
Americans. § 
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THE RUSSIAN LIBERATION ARMY fR.O.AJ 
IN FLANDERS 

General Vlasov's Russian Liberation Army was allowed 
to recruit from a Soviet POW camp in Limburg, Belgium, 
circa 1943-44. Consequently, the Army (known as the 
R.O.A.J, established its western HQ for Belgium and 
Northern France, in the town of Leuven, with staff quar
ters at the Hotel Metropole In Leuven. New Russian 
recruits were quartered at the St. Martens barracks 
In Leuven. 

In charge of the R.O.A./Flanders recruit training was 
the German Sonderoffizler Frledmann and the former 

Russian Army Captains Matscheck and KatJeck. One 
R.O.A. company was stationed at Castle Schoonhoven 
and other Russian Liberation Army troops were quartered 
in Antwerp. A group of some 20 Flemish SS men from 
the Germanic-SS and SS guard units in Flanders were 
attached as liaison personnel to the R.O.A. unit in Leuven, 
although actual trainIng was carried out by Germans 
and Russians. Once trained, the R.O.A. soldiers in Flanders 
were used to guard military Installations in Belgium 
and northern France. § 

ROMANIAN WAFFEN-SS 
The proposed Romanian Division of the Waffen-SS began 
form Ing at the Doellersheim training grounds in the winter 
of 1944/1945. Volunteers came from Romanian elements 
that had deserted to the German side and from members 
of the Fascist Iron Guard that had been incarcerated 
in German concentration camps at the request of the 
Romanian government - a government that turned on 
the Germans In August 1944! 

The designated commander of the Romanian SS Division 
was SS-Standartenfuehrer Hans Fortenbacher, a Slovakian 
ethnic-German who was assisted by Staf. Ludwlg, a Roman
Ian ethnic-German and a former Colonel in the Romanian 
Mountain troops. The first element of the division to 
be fully formed was the Waffen-Grenadler Rgt. der SS 
103. After being deemed battle-worthy It was sent to 
the hard-pressed Oder River Front In early 1945 where 
it became a component part of the 547th Volksgrenadler 
DIvision. This action alone pretty well shot down any 
chance of actually forming a complete division composed 
of Romanians. 

Romanian SS collar patch 

Of the other divisional units, a Fusilier or Reconnais
sance Battalion was established with the aim of deriving 
Its manpower from former Romanian Cavalry troops. 
This was supposed to be mostly a bicycle detachment. 
The artillery regiment was put "on hold" early on while 
its assigned officers were sent to training courses at 
the SS Artillery Schools near Prague. Their training was 
eventually interrupted during the Soviet advance on 
the city, and it Is assumed that they were assigned to 
one of the numerous Waffen-SS battle-groups formed 
from troops stationed In Bohemia-Moravia. § 

• -
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lIfE BELGIAN SS DIVISIONS 
ON THE ODER FRONT, APRIL 1945 

Combat ready elements of the 27th SS Pz.Gr.Div. "lange
marck." were organized into SS-Kampfgruppe "lange
marck" and/or SS-Kampfgruppe "Schellong" (named 
after the battle-group commander. Ostubaf. Schellong). 

SS-KGr. "langemarck" Troop Strengths. I April 1945 
167 officers. 408 NCOs. 3.537 men. Total: 4.102 

Weapons And Equipment 
120 light machine guns 
20 heavy machine guns 
4 medium mortars 
4 light infantry guns (close support artillery) 
Z heavy infantry guns (close support artlllery) 
6 light fieid howitzers (without motorized transport) 
2 heavy field howitzers (without motorized transport) 
41 field kitchens 
22 motorcycles 

- § -

Dutch Volunteers: In early 1942. SS Volunteer Legion 
"Niederlande" had a troop strength of 2.933 men: 2.207 
of whom were Dutch nationals. However. only 28 of 
the officers and NCDs in the Legion were Dutch. This 
lack of representation in the command echelon was a 
prime factor in the disillusionment of many volunteers 
who chose to leave the service. For instance. as of Septem
ber 1942. 9.500 Dutch volunteers had joined the WaFFen-SS 
and about 2.400 or 25% of them had either been dismissed 
or left the WafFen-SS on their own volition. 

In May 1943. I. 700 survivors From the Legion "Nieder-

Waffen-SS troops 
loading supply bombs. 

26 assorted cars and vehicles 
41 trucks and 3RO horses 

Combat ready elements of the 28th SS Pz.Gr.Div. "Wal
Ionien" were organized partially into the SS-Kampfgruppe 
"Wallonien" or the SS-Kampfgruppe "Helleballt" (named 
after the battle-group commander. Stubaf. Hellebaut). 
Other troops remained in ready reserve. 

SS-KGr. ·WalJonlen" Troop Strengths. I April 1945 
1.515 soldiers all ranks. (This included most of the 

Walloon SS Pz.Gr. Training/Replacement Bn. 36.) 

Weapons And Equipment 
35 light machine guns 
2 motorcycles 
4 trucks/vehicles 
256 horses § 

lande" joined 3.000 new Dutch recruits in the Formation 
of 4.8S Volunteer Assault Brigade "Nederland." The brigade 
was topped oFf by draFts of East European ethnic-Germans 
and cadres of "Reichsdeutsche." In the time period From 
I January I 944 to 13 April 1944 [Oranienbaum and Narva 
Fronts). the brigade lost a total of 3.728 men in killed. 
wounded or missing. or roughly halF its strength. The 
heavy losses prompted the "Nederland" commander. 
Bri9fhr. Wagner to declare the brigade only Fit For "deFen
sive warfare." 

- § -
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- § -

The daily report for the 9th SS Panzer Division "Hohen
staufen" for 7 August 1944 in Normandy contained the 
following extract: 

"During combat actions yesterday and operations today. 
the destruction lof enemy armored vehicles] was reported 
as follows: 

"SS Pz.Rgt.9: seven tanks and two armored cars 
"Heavy SS PZ.Det.l02: 20 tanks and two weapons [muni

tions] carriers: 11 of the tanks were penetrated 
clear through by the shells 

"2.15S Pz.Engineer Bn. g: eight tanks knocked out 
in close combat: four of them by Uscha. Hans 
Leykauf. " 

- § -

Almo,;t alone among non-German volunteers. Swedes 
who served in the Waffen-SS were not treated as criminals 
when they returned home. and they were almost imme
diately able to resume their old places in Swedish society. 

- § -

The SS-Sicherheitsdienst Guard Company in Flanders 
had a strength of 143 men on· I June 1943: most of the 
officers and NCOs were Germans. whi le the rank and 
file troops were Flemish volunteers. coming mostly from 
the Flemish Germanic-SS and assorted Nationalist organi
zations. 

- § -

In the middle of April 1945 the 1st Hungarian SS Ski 
Bn. was rushed to the defense of the Semmering Mountain 
passes where the SS Mountain Training and Replacement 
Bn. 13 ICroatian] was already in place. The Hungarian 
Bn. defended the Reich border positions until the end 
of the war. finally ending up as an infantry contingent 
with the 5th SS Div. "Wiking." Shortly before the cessation 
of hostilities a company from the battalion was rushed 
to reinforce a Honved (Hungarian Army] unit. the Assault 
Troop "Ghyczy." which was in action to the southeast 
of Semmering on the Grossen Pfaff mountain. 

Some "Special" Comments Recently Received At "SR" 

"[ was prespnt at the funerol of Woffen-Standartenfuehrer 
Weiss in Higa which you described. The honor guard, 
organized from locally hospitalizeo SS-PHnzer troops, 
would still make ~ current formation look sick. Please 
keep up your good work. [ realize it is HII uphill." 

- § -

"Received your SlEGRUNEN #40 - Excellent! You are 
getting better all the time! I've never seen thHt picture 
of the W-SS "grenHdier" (probobly a non-co m) shown 
on the cover before. I deeply appreciate what you do 
in memory of my fallen comrades. They were the best 
Europe had to give, and their sacrifice was not in vllin." 

- § -

From "Down Under": "I have a great deal of respect 
for the work you do in bringing truth to public view in 
regards to the very real contribution the Waffen-SS brought 
to world dignity. Few people have the courage to confront 
world opinion, stand their ground and present the truth; 
a position I admire in yourself. You deal with the lVaffen
SS in an extremely moral, sensitive and mature manner 

" 

- § -

BOOKS ON WORLD WAR TWO 

Uniforms. Organization And History Of The Waffen-SS 
by Bender and Taylor. Each: $1\l.Y~ 
Volumes I. 2. 3. 'I. and 5 newly reprinted. 

Latvian Legion by Arthur Silgailis. First time in English. 
true story of the Latvian Legion and its struggle to safe
guard the freedom of their Latvian homeland. f1ased 
on personal experiences. diaries and documents. Legions
Standartenfuehrer Silgailis carefully chronicles the leg'on
naires' patriotism. self-denial and heroism in bloody 
combat as well as the enormous sacrifices borne by the 
Latvian people. 256 pp. 167 photos G maps. S19.Y5 

Hitler's Teutonic Knights: SS Panzers In Action by [3ruce 
quarrie. 235 photos 117 in color l. hardcover. $1 g .95 

Hitler's Samurai: The Waffen-SS In Action by Bruce Quar
rie. Revised 3rd edition in paperback just released. New 
sections on SS records and documentation. plus a new 
appendix on the Britische Freikorps. several new photos 
and a great deal of supplementary info culled from sources 
around the world. Over 200 photos I.~ drawings. 150 pp. 
quality paperback. 59.95 

Improved paper. reproduction. and (in some casesl entirely 
new typeset text and layoutl 

I SS Panzer Regiment [11-24 December 1944): Interview 
With Joachim Peiper. U.S. Army's ETHINT Nos. 10 and 
11. Order nWF-gO. $2.25 

The 123rd Inf. Rgt .. 50th Inf. Di". In The Breakthrough 
Battle For The Parpach Position. 0-11 May 1942. U.S. 
Army's MS nO-264. Unit action on Eastern Front. Order 
nWF-g2. S1.25 

Russian Command In The Dubrovka Bridgehead (Lake 
Ladoga Frontl. U.S. Army's MS 110-257. prepared by 
German armed forces personnel. Urder 11 WF -93. $1.50 

Combat Report Of The 9th SS Panzer Div .• 3-24 July 
1944 by Generalmajor Sylvester Stadler. U.S. Army's 
MS nB-470. Order tlWF-B9. Normandy invasion. SI.25 

War Art Of The Third Reich by Gordon W. Gilkey. Ten 
pages of text. plus 42 sheets of war art rt!produced on 
one side of sheet. 52 pp. 8>,"xll". Order tlH-17. $7.50 

The State Of Strategic Intelligence: June 1!l41 by Robert 
C. Smith. Thoroughly-researched account provides exacting 
details of the intelligence and related actiVities on both 
sides prior to and during the early stages of [Jperation 
Barbarossa. 38 pp. 8 l;"x I I". Order n M-:'ll . $5.50 

The lat SS Panzer Division In The Battle Of The [3"lge 
by Steve Kane. Thorough. balanced account of this un,t 
during the Ardennes Offensive. 36 pp. Ul;"xll". 22 photos. 
16 maps. notes. Order tlM-2. $5.00 

Estonian Army Uniforms And Insignia. 1936-194'1 by 
Fred Limberg G Ted Koppel. Comprehensive coverage 
of Estonian Army troops. concentrating on their uniforms. 
insignia. and accouterments. 27 pp. Ul;"xll". 21 photos. 
154 ill. Order tlM-IO. $4.00 

- § -

Many more titles on World War Two and other periods/sub
jects are available. Send SASE for more information 
(sent free with order). 

Above items sent postpaid on orders over SI0.00; under 
SIO.OO add 51.00 handling charge. Free gift with every 
order I (Foreign: Write for more information before ordering 
pleaselJ 

Weapons and Warfare Press 
218-X3C Beech Street 
Bennington VT 05201 
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